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A Real Southern 
Welcome to 
Nuziebell’s Flea 
Market
 Hello and welcome to Nuziebell’s Flea Market! I’m 
Nannette Neel, owner of Nuziebell’s Flea Market located 
near the banks of the Toledo Bend Reservoir.
 My husband and I moved to Toledo Bend on October 
30, 2001 from Lafayette, Louisiana. After living here a few 
years, I met my dearest friend, Jean Merrett, also known 
as “Jelly Jean.” I began getting close to her while visiting 
her little garage sale shop. As time went on, I started having garage sales outside her 
place while she taught me the “ins-and-outs” of the business. Who better to learn from 
than someone knowledgeable, with years under her belt.
 My mother became ill so I made that my first priority. After three years of taking 
care of my mother in Poche Bridge, Louisiana, she passed on, and I found myself with 
lots of time and merchandise from her home and years of garage sales on my hands. 
 I knew of a location near the Pendleton Bridge on Toledo Bend that was looking for 
vendors. The huge building housed several feet for selling and sat on five acres. I began 
selling there in October of 2009, and by April 1, 2010, I was the proud owner of this 
location which is now known as Nuziebell’s Flea Market.
 Seven years have flown by and we are still going strong, with plans for adding on in 
the near future.
 As for the name, Nuzie was gifted to me when I worked in Lafayette, in a one girl 
office. Later on, a girlfriend of mine from the south added the “Bell” and it just stuck 
with me. Nuzibell is unique and different, thus a business was born.
 Nuziebell’s Flea Market is located at 6267 Highway 21 East, Hemphill, Texas.
Call 409-625-1606. We are open Friday - Sunday from 9 am to 5 pm. Come visit us soon!

Nanette Neel, Owner

Sabine Manufactured 
Homes - The End of the 
Rainbow
by Kristy Knippers 

 Nestled in the heart of Toledo Bend 
Country is Sabine Mfd. Homes of Many, 
Louisiana. A lifelong dream of owner, Ran-
dy Sandel, Sabine Mfd. Homes has been in 
business for 19 years and counting. With over 33 years of experience in the 
industry, the locally owned business helps clients obtain the perfect living 
spaces for their unique needs. Randy has built a reputation in the manu-
factured home industry with hard work, honesty, and integrity. Countless 
satisfied customers can attest to the special attention to detail that makes 
Sabine Mfd. Homes stand out as a premier Louisiana supplier of manufac-
tured housing.
 In 1998, the dream began for Randy Sandel. Later that same year, 
he was diagnosed with colon cancer. Not wanting to give up on his dream, 
he prayed. His wife, Mona, is the one who often ‘prays for signs’ and this 
particular time in their life was no different. Mona specifically prayed for a 
sign from God; if they should continue down this ‘dream’ road, and how to 
go about it. As Randy was recovering from cancer, they were driving down 
Highway 171, Mona looked up and saw a rainbow over what is now the 
office for Sabine Mfd. Homes. She said “Randy, I think this is our sign.” And 
the couple never looked back. The roots of their sign can be found in Gen-
esis chapter 9, verses 13 and 14: “I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall 
be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. And it shall come 
to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in 
the cloud” It was obvious that the rainbow was the perfect choice for the 
business logo.
 Randy was joined by Mike Ross in November of 2016. Mike brings 
a lot of sales experience as an asset to Sabine Mfd. Homes. They offer top 
quality homes at competitive prices. Sabine Mfd. Homes also prides them-
selves in excellent customer service! The staff at Sabine Mfd. Homes strive 
to offer you affordable, high quality manufactured homes from the top of 
the line Deer Valley, as well as Shult and Clayton. With a wide variety of 
floor plans, there are plenty of proven designs to choose from.
The Deer Valley home is a great alternative to building. They are the top of 
line, heavy built, with taped and painted walls. They also come standard 
with 6 inch exterior walls and a full energy package; including Low E ther-
mal windows and a high amount of insulation. Sabine Mfd. Homes has a 
large selection on site, but Deer Valley can custom build to the customer’s 
specifications. Sabine Mfd. Homes also carries the Clayton & Shult line, 
which are also very well built homes, and ordered with an energy package. 
The houses they offer are high quality, and the prices that go with them are 
very competitive.
 Delivery, setup, and skirting are always included in the price of the 
home. Should the customer desire a ‘turnkey job’ Sabine Mfd. Homes can 
make arrangements for septic system, water, electricity, and the concrete 

home pad at a reasonable price. They can also 
help arrange financing if needed.
 Business hours are 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday and from 9:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m. on Saturdays. 
 Phone number 318-256-3055 or visit 
www.sabinemfdhome.com for more informa-
tion; you can always find them on Facebook!

Owner, Randy Sandel

L to R...Owner Randy 
Sandel and Sales Rep-
resentative Mike Ross

The Deer Valley Ahaveh is one of Sabine Mfd. 
Homes most popular homes.
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The St. Denis St. 
Assassination 
of Natchitoches 
Mayor Theodore 
E. Poleman
by Dean Lambert

Theodore E. Poleman, the son of a Russian immigrate, came to 
Natchitoches around 1895 and was in the cotton exchange business. 
He had married Maude Bacon and they had two children. In 1901, 
Maude died and a short time later, Theodore married Maude’s old-
er sister Josie and three more children were soon added to the family.

In 1920, Theodore was urged by family and friends to run for may-
or, he consented and was soon elected to lead the city govern-
ment. All went well for awhile; the new mayor was active in mov-
ing the city forward with expansion and building new streets.

During this time, forty-four year old Edward Storm Cropper, who lived 
on Winona Street, was seeing his business slowly fade away. Mr. Crop-
per was in the mineral water business, he sold water from his well that 
he claimed cured everything from gout to cancer. His business from this 
so-called medical water well was thriving at one time, but as more folks 
became aware of its shortcomings, his business began to simply dry up. 

Mr. Cropper became convinced that his so-called cure all mineral 
water from the well had lost its power and the reason behind it was 
the city’s constant grading of his street. He made complaints to the 
city and they sent an engineer out to investigate, but he could find no 
reason the city was responsible. Mr. Cropper filed a lawsuit and then 
started coming to each city council meeting,  many times cursing them 

and making threats. At times he would breakdown and start crying.
Again the city tried to satisfy Mr. Cropper, they took up an offering to help 

his family, but that did little good. Cropper demanded a sum of $150.00 be 
paid to him monthly, he wanted the city to dig him a new well and stop grad-
ing his street. Of course the city refused and Mr. Cropper’s anger deepened.

It finally came to a head on November 10th, 1922 when Mr. Cropper 
confronted Mayor Poleman as he walked down St. Denis Street. Mr. 
Cropper started cursing the mayor and then pulled out a saw-off pistol. 
Mayor Poleman screamed for him not to shoot, but a shot rang out and 
the mayor fell forward at Cropper’s feet. Then as Cropper stood over 
him, he fired yet another shot into the fallen mayor. Cropper turned to 
a shopkeeper, a Mr. Prudhomme, and asked him to escort him to the 
courthouse. Mr. Prudhomme refused and told Cropper he would stay 
with the mayor. Another merchant, a Mr. Thomas volunteered to ac-
company Mr. Cropper to the courthouse, where two additional firearms 
were taken from him. Mayor Poleman lived for four days, passing away 
on the evening of November 14th. 

There was talk among the many 
friends of the mayor to form a lynch 
mob, but in the end, cooler heads pre-
vailed. The community came together 
and for years they helped both fami-
lies with offerings of food and money.

Cropper was eventually tried. His at-
torneys entered an insanity plea, but 
the jury found Cropper guilty. How-
ever he was allowed to serve his sen-
tence in an asylum instead of a prison. 

Mayor Poleman, who was fifty years 
old at the time of his death, was buried 
in the American Cemetery. He was 
survived by his wife, Josie, and five children: two sons and three daughters.

My Treasure
by Tommy Lewis

Here we are in the year 2018! It’s very 
hard to believe that 2017 is already 
over and 2018 has started. Every be-
ginning of a new year, many people 
tend to set new goals to reach, such as 
losing weight, exercising more, or be-
coming more financially stable. Just as 
you set new goals for your physical life, 
you should also set new goals for your 
spiritual life. One of the best spiritual 
goals you could set this year is treating 
Jesus like a treasure.  

Suppose one day, you walk to the 
mailbox and there is a check in there 
for one billion dollars. How would you 
react? Just like me, you wouldn’t be able to contain yourself. You would 
be on the verge of losing your mind. How many phone calls would you 
make? How many people would you tell? Now suppose you walk to the 
mailbox one day and there is a one dollar bill in there. How would you 
react? Probably not that excited right. Most likely none of us have seen 
a billion dollars, but all of us have seen a dollar bill. That billion dollar 
check would be a treasure to everyone that received it. That check could 
change your life, but that one dollar bill wouldn’t really have any effect 
on you. Here is a good question for you today. Have you treated Jesus 
like the billion dollar check or the one dollar bill? With a billion dollar 
check, you would be excited and willing to tell everyone about it. With 
the one dollar bill, you would put it in your pocket and just take it out 
when you need it. 

Matthew 6:21 says for where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. As much as you would treasure a billion dollars, you have to trea-
sure Jesus exponentially more. He took your place, became your sin, 
and paid a debt you should have paid. He’s forgiven you every time you 
have fallen. His mercy endures forever. His grace is sufficient. He always 
provides, protects, heals, restores, uplifts, encourages, and blesses you. 
Jesus is the greatest treasure you could ever find. Make up in your mind 
at the beginning of this year, that you will treat Jesus like the treasure He 
is instead of something you are accustomed to being around every day.

 
   Tommy Lewis, Youth Pastor 
   The Life Church, Many, LA

Keyser re-elected as 
Regional Coordinator 
 Northwestern State University Assistant 
Professor of Nursing Dr. Theresa Kyzar was 
recently re-elected as the 2017-2019 North 
America Regional Coordinator for Sigma 
Theta Tau International, which is the 2nd 
largest nursing organization in the world.
 As regional coordinator, Kyzar will 
exercise direct oversight of 37 nursing 
honor society chapters and 38 Schools/
Colleges of Nursing within the region of 
Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana, which 
includes more than 9,000 members.
 Kyzar was also appointed to serve on the 
Global Regions Council for North America. This Council will support Sigma’s 
mission to advance and improve world health and promote international 
nursing excellence in the areas of scholarship, leadership and service.
 Kyzar has been a member of NSU’s nursing faculty since 
2005 and was named the College of Nursing and School of Al-
lied Health’s Natchitoches campus coordinator earlier this year. 
She was named the College’s Educator of the Year in 2015.
 A frequent presenter at state, national and interna-
tional professional conferences, Kyser has held the Ray P. 
Oden and J. Dudley Talbot, MD Endowed Professorship.
 She holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the Universi-
ty of Texas at Arlington, a Master of Science of Nursing and Mas-
ter of Business Administration from the University of Phoenix 
and Ph.D. in Health Care Administration from Capella University.

Christmas Surprise
Christmas came early for one Sabine Parish pastor this year. Parishio-
ners of Saint John the Bap-
tist Catholic Church and 
Saint Terence Mission  sur-
prised their priest, Rev. 
Michael Thang’wa, with a 
visit from his mother, Lu-
cia Thang’wa, and his sister, 
Anne Thang’wa, who reside 
in Kenya. The pastor was 
surprised to find his mother 
and sister in his office on No-
vember 12.  Rev. Thang’wa  enjoyed a month-long visit with his family.
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Open Letter from 
Natchitoches 
Councilman  
Russell Rachel
As another year has come to an end, I would 
like to take this opportunity to wish you and 
your family a happy new year.

One of the greatest joys of the beginning of each new year is the opportu-
nity to say thank you and wish you the very best for the coming new year.
I want to personally thank each of you for your friendship during the past 
year. This message is to convey my heartfelt greetings to you and your 
family. Hope you had a great 2017 and have even a better one in 2018.

I would like to say that I have truly enjoyed and consider it an honor and 
blessing to be able to come to you each month to visit with you and let 
you know what is going on in your Parish Government. Be assured I will 
work just as hard in 2018 as I did last year to make our parish a better 
place to live.

God bless you all,
Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council District 5

Mardi Gras In 
Cloutierville
by Junior Johnson

 On February 3rd my hometown of 
Cloutierville will celebrate it’s 12th Mardi 
Gras Parade.
 What began as the inspiration of two 
young boys who wanted to do something 
for their community to earn a Merit Badge 
with their Cub Scout Troop, it has grown 
from a little twelve entry parade  to last 
year’s estimate of over 15,000 people in 
attendance, and parade participants which 
ran the length of Main Street from Highway 1 to the end of town.
 This is strictly a family oriented event and I was told by a Natchi-
toches Parish Sheriff’s Deputy that not a single citation was written.
Cloutierville always had a wonderful population of hard working and 
church going individuals, and even when the Interstate bypassed our 
wonderful little village it did not dampen their spirit.
Founded in 1822 by Alexis Cloutier on his plantation land it held a place of 
prominence in the Parish, and a movement was even held by it’s founder 
to have the Parish government moved there.  He did not have enough 
political clout to make it happen, but those of us from there always won-
dered what could have been.
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church was dedicated as a chapel in 1816 
on land also donated by Alexis Cloutier and just last year they celebrated 
their 200th anniversary of saving souls.
The Highway One Grocery is the only store that remains in a once bus-
tling little town but we remain strong.
       I   was  born in a little area called CoCo Bed and grew up surrounded 
by a wonderful family and some of the finest people that I have ever met 
throughout my life.
I was honored to have been selected to be this year’s Grand Marshall.  I 
am deeply humbled to have been selected.  There have been noteworthy 
people chosen throughout the years.
Cloutierville’s own Joe Sampite who was the Mayor of Natchitoches 
when those two Cub Scouts had the vision to begin something historic 
volunteered to be the very first Grand Marshall.  What a wonderful man 
he was, and what big shoes I have to fill.
 Mrs. Rhonda Sanders and her husband Ricky have worked tirelessly 
through the years, along with many other hard working people in the 
community to made this Mardi Gras parade one of the very best in the 
state.
It was Mrs. Rhonda’s two Grandchildren who came up with the idea for 
doing something in their Community to earn Merit Badges from their 
Cub Scout Troop.  Mrs. Rhonda and their mother were Troop Masters 
and gave them the guidance they needed, but the project was in their 
hands.  I am very proud of their cleverness.
Vendors are welcomed to set up and sell their wares AT NO CHARGE.  If 
you are interested in being part of this wonderful Mardi Gras  as a par-
ticipant, or would like to be a vendor, I encourage you to call one of the 
people whose name and phone number are listed on the flyer.
 If you are in the parade the only requirement is TO HAVE PLENTY OF 
BEADS AND CANDY TO THROW.
 As I said in the beginning this is a wonderful family event and those 
young children and adults will eagerly shout “Throw Me Something Mis-
ter”
 Mark February 3rd on your calendar and join me “the Boy From CoCo 
Bed” and the other wonderful people in my hometown, the Village of 
Cloutierville...

HAPPY NEW YEAR
From

Natchitoches

city marshal

raNdy Williams

aNd staFF

May this Year of  2018 be...

A Year of
Health and Happiness

A Year of  Wealth
and Wisdom

A Year of  Peace
and Prosperity

A Year of  Glee
and Glow

and also
A Year of  Love
and Laughter

373 Second Street
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 357-1129

A FAMILY FUN DAY
Cloutierville Mardi Gras Parade • 8 Years of FUN!

February 3, 2018 • Parade @ 2:00 pm
GRAND MARSHALL is our home town boy from CoCo Bed

Junior Johnson

All Elected officials, bands, drill teams, old cars
churches, motorcycles, horses, etc., are invited

“VENDORS ARE WELCOME”

Please contact one of our parade organizers before parade date
Rhonda Sanders (318) 332-7116 • Rhonda Carter (318) 332-2523

Clyde Masson (318) 379-0020 • Henry Rachal (318) 379-1900
Doc Couty (318) 332-4170

All 4-wheelers are to have an adult 18 years of age or older.
Also, all 4-wheelers and car groups are to be clean, decorated

and have stuff to throw!!

HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM

ALL OF US
AT

AROUND THE 
TOWN
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Syrup Makin’ 
Time
by Rickey Robertson          

 

  In the Old Testament Book of Ec-
clesiastes wise king Solomon writes that 
there is a purpose for all things and that 
there is a time to plant and a time to pluck 
what you have planted. We have many tra-
ditions that we continue to use out in the 
country that pertains to our crops and of gathering and preserving them . And 
when the first frost falls we know it is “hog killin’ time”, time to go and start 
smoking fresh meat in the smoke house, and also time for “syrup makin’ “! 
  So many of our traditions have been lost over the years.Things that we 
did when we were kids have now been lost. But Rayford West continues a 
tradition of making syrup just as his Grandfather and his Father and at the 
same location they made syrup many many years ago. And at the age of 89 
he can say he has seen many gallons of cane syrup made at the family syrup 
mill. Rayford and his family live in northern Vernon Parish in what is known 
as the Silver Creek Community.  He is one of a very few people in Louisiana 
who’s birth certificate states that he was born at Indian Creek, Louisiana.
  The site of the syrup mill is on Silver Creek Church Road and it at one time 
was the location for the Indian Creek School.The mill site was picked by Rayford’s 
grandfather, Mat West due to the fresh spring water flowing and bubbling out 
of the ground. Water was needed while the syrup was being made for various 
things, but most of all, the 2 horses used to turn the syrup grinder had to be 
watered. And if you had to carry water any distance it became a tough chore 
! Mat had homesteaded 160 acres and as part of his crop, that included corn, 
cotton, peas and beans, he also planted some sugar cane. In 1897 Mat and his 
son Willie (Rayford’s father) travelled to Leesville, La. to pick up a syrup mill he 
had ordered. The mill came in on the train and Mat and Willie picked it up and 
brought it home in a wagon. The West Family began making syrup in 1897 with 
this syrup mill and it was used until around 1945. With all the men off in the 
service during World War II the mill sat quietly waiting to be used again. In 1965 
the West Family, their neighbors, and even the members of Silver Creek Baptist 
Church voted to begin making syrupagain. Now everyone in that area would be 
a part of the syrup making ! Folks, the best way to describe this is “team work” !
  Since 1954 the only year syrup was not made was 1984. That year Willie 
West, Rayford’s father passed away but something also took place with the 
crop of sugar cane. In 1984 due to freezing weather the cane crop froze. The 
freezing weather killed the cane crop back and the folks had to restart their 
cane crops. Today, Rayford continues to raise sugar cane along with his friend 
and neighbor from Leesville, La. Arthur Ward. This year they had 3 sixteen 
foot flat-bed trailers mounded over filled with sugar cane. It was a mixture 
of various types of sugar cane such as CO2-90, Mexican cane, and as Rayford 
describes it “old time family cane”. To get these trailer loads of sugar cane they 
go into the cane filed with a machete and they cut and strip the cane, then it is 
loaded on the trailer.Each trailer load of sugar cane will render out 2 barrels of 
sweet cane juice totaling 110 gallons. The cane is ground in a newer Chattanoo-
ga syrup mill (the old mill is still sitting in its original place ready for use if need-
ed)and it squeezes out the sweet tasting cane juice. And it sure is good when 
you get a cup of that juice and drink it down ! The large cooking vat holds 110 
gallons of cane juice and this juice must cook for 7 hours after it begins to boil. 
The longer you boil the cane the thicker it will get. Out of 110 gallons of cane 
juice it will make 18 to 22 gallons of fine cane syrup . Long hard hours of work 
by everyone, from the kids to the adults makes it a great success each year !
  Tradition also involves Silver Creek Baptist Church. On Wednesday evening 
November 22, the congregation gathered at the syrup mill site and they held 
their Prayer Meeting. They gathered to worship, to pray, and to give thanks for 
the blessing of the good crop and of the many blessings the Lord had given 
them this year. And at 5 a.m. the next morning, the work began. And at dinner 
time  60 to 70 people celebrated Thanksgiving Dinner right at the mill site while 
syrup was being make. And as I looked at all the syrup being rendered out, I 
could tell everyone the Lord had given them the increase through his blessings 
! As my wife and I watched the syrup making and visited with Rayford and ev-
eryone there I saw something many people might overlook. I saw the America 
I grew up with still in existence at this syrup making where everyone, big or 
little, young or old, friend or stranger, working together and they all enjoyed 
working together.  And Rayford and Arthur Ward had a contest to see who had 
grown the largest stalk of sugar cane. And the winner was Arthur’s 10 feet 2 
inch stalk. And guess what, right where all the tall stalks of cane were standing 
there was the American Flag, our flag, flying over this syrup making. America, 
this is our history and our tradition being kept by Rayford West and his family 
and neighbors. There were many people who brought their children and grand-
children to watch all the syrup making process and to get a good drink of sweet 
cane juice. They saw something they will never forget, and none of us need to 
forget this piece of history that is still being kept up year by year. If you haven’t 
ever been to a syrup making, Rayford would sure be tickled if you would come 
during the syrup making. And when you meet Rayford you will find a fine man, 
a story teller, who will gladly share the stories of the area, but most of all, 
the story of the tradition of making fine cane syrup by his family at this site.

Rayford West and Rickey Robertson at 
the site of the syrup making location near 
Silver Creek Baptist Church in Vernon 
Parish, La. (Robertson Collection)

Rickey Robertson holding the 10 feet 2 
inch stalk of sugar cane grown by Arthur 
Ward. (Robertson Collection)

Everyone has a job at the syrup making 
from the children to the adults. The adults 
are feeding the sugar cane into the mill 
and the children are screening the cane 
juice. (Robertson Collection)

Arthur Ward and Rayford West are sugar 
cane growers in Vernon Parish, La. (Rob-
ertson Collection)

The original cane mill purchased by Mat 
West in 1897 is still at the original location 
and is still ready to be used ! (Robertson 
Collection)

The current syrup mill that has been used 
for the last 20 years was manufactured 
by Chattanooga Company. (Robertson 
Collection)

Feeding the sugar cane into the mill to be 
ground and squeezed to render out the 
sweet sugar cane juice. There is lots of 
hard work required to process the sugar 
cane. (Robertson Collection)

The children would sift and screen the 
sweet cane juice coming out of the syrup 
mill and going into the barrel to be pro-
cessed. (Robertson Collection)

Pouring up the fresh cane syrup to be 
carried to the vat where it will eventually 
become syrup. (Robertson Collection)

The cooking vat holds 110 gallons of sweet 
cane juice. The juice is brought to a boil for 
7 hours before it becomes syrup. The juice 
in the vat is boiling at this time. (Robertson 
Collection)

The finished product of fresh home-
made cane syrup can be seen after it 
has been placed in various jars and 
containers. (Robertson Collection)

ONLINE EDITION! 
AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com 



 Outpatient Medical Center, Inc. (OMC Inc.) is excit-
ed to announce that we have been awarded a grant by the 
Natchitoches Regional Medical Center Foundation. OMC, 
Inc. will use the grant to purchase 20 One-Step Diabetic Mon-
itors and a six-month supply of test strips for each monitor.
 The monitors and test strips will be provided to 
low income diabetic patients who can’t afford them and 
qualify to receive them. This will help promote and en-
courage regular glucose monitoring and overall control, 
that will help to reduce the complications from diabetes.
 On behalf of our Board of Directors and Executive 
Officers, we would like to extend our thanks to the Natchi-
toches Regional  Medical Center Foundation for sup-
porting Outpatient Medical Center, Inc. in our endeavors 
to promote a healthy lifestyle in our community. Because 
caring for you is what we do at Outpatient Medical Cen-
ter Inc. Be well; be informed; be in touch and – be healthy.
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Coming Together for a
Healthier Community

Outpatient Medical Center, Inc.
Providing Quality Healthcare To All

Natchitoches Regional Medical Center
FOUNDATION

Natchitoches
1640 Breazeake Springs Rd.

Natchitoches, LA 71457
1-800-268-5872

Leesville
1603 B Boone St.

Leesville, LA 71446
1800-308-7569

Tallulah
804 Beech St.
Tallulah, LA

1-800-308-7566
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I Will Never Leave 
You: Standing on 
God’s Promises in 
the Coming Year
Pastor Jim Manning
The Life Church, Many, LA

 The New Year can bring a variety of emo-
tions. Some will be excited for what the new 
year will hold. Others will anxiously wonder if the new year will be as 
terrible as the last year. Whatever your feelings are toward that clock 
striking midnight on January 1, God’s Word brings us a comforting 
promise through the instruction of Hebrews 13:5-6: “Let your conver-
sation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that 
we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, I will not fear what man shall 
do unto me.” We can approach this coming year without anxiety, worry, 
and fear if we will embrace the truth of what God has promised us. He 
knows exactly what 2018 holds, and He has said He will never leave us 
or forsake us. These four promises below can give us strength to step 
into the new year with peace.

The Contentment of His Provision
 Contentment is the discipline of wanting what you already have, 
rather than constantly desiring more (1 Timothy 6:6-8). Through the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, we can have true contentment. Like Paul, 
as we grow in Christ we should learn to be content in any situation. He 
learned to be content in need or in plenty (Philippians 4:11-13). This 
kind of fulfilment comes through spiritual maturity.
 When we think our needs or the needs of someone we love are 
not going to be met, we can easily find ourselves in a state of fear. We 
also easily find ourselves worrying that the things that are meeting our 
needs are going to be taken away from us. We must learn to trust com-
pletely that it’s not our jobs or businesses that are our source; God is 
our source and His resources are limitless (Psalms 50:10).

The Companionship of His Presence
 The unknown of the months ahead can cause anxiety in our minds, 
especially if the “known” of the past year has been difficult. Howev-
er, we can be comforted to know that we are children of the Father, 
who delights in caring for His own (Jeremiah 32:41). He is loving and 
kind, and He longs to give us good things (Matthew 7:11)! This doesn’t 
mean that we won’t face hard times or difficult situations. His Word also 
says that “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world” (John 16:33). We can know that even when 
walk through tough times, He will be with us. When God’s Word prom-
ises that God will never forsake us, it literally means that He will never 
abandon us. When we walk in His presence, we will never face anything 
alone.

The Confidence of His Promise
 Possibly the most important phrase in our reference from Hebrews 
is, “He hath said” (12:5). A promise is no better than the one who makes 
it. Who hath said? The Almighty Creator of heaven and earth. The one 
who holds it all together. And His promises are always “yes and amen” 
(2 Corinthians 1:20).
 In the coming year, when you say, “God, I just don’t have the 
strength,” or  “God, I’m afraid of what is going to happen,” or “God, I 
don’t know what to do, that omnipotent, omnipresent God will reply, “I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” That’s a promise you can stand 
on.
The Comfort of His Protection
 Read Hebrews 13:5-6 in the first paragraph again. It is because “He 
hath said” that we are able to stand on the second half of this passage, 
“I will not fear…” His Word has never failed or returned void. His prom-
ises are true and steadfast.
  As stated earlier, we don’t know what we may face in the com-
ing year. However, we can boldly say, “The Lord is my helper, so I will 
not fear what man shall do to me.” When you find your contentment, 
companionship, and confidence in Jesus, you will find your comfort and 
courage in Him as well.

* With references from www.crosswalk.com.

The Myths Of 
Black History
by Edwin Crayton

Let’s face it. Even though many of us were taught 
in school that George Washington wouldn’t tell 
a lie, we don’t really believe it. We know that 
we all lie or stretch the truth from time to time. 
In fact, sometimes what’s true and what isn’t 
doesn’t get confused on purpose. Sometimes 
the facts get lost in hype and mistakes are made 
in constant retelling of a story. That’s true with all history. Black History is no 
different. What are the facts of black history and what are the myths? While 
this list is short, it should give you an idea of a few key widely believed black 
history stories that just aren’t true. However, in most cases you’ll find the 
facts don’t detract from the accomplishments of the black history heroes 
involved.

Myth: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was always non-violent during the Civil 
Rights Movement
Truth: Dr. King was perhaps the best promoter of non-violent protest in his-
tory. However, early on, in the movement, when attempts were made on 
his life and on his family, he once applied for a gun permit and owned a 
gun. But he did get rid of the weapon as he realized the contradiction and 
inconsistency with his faith. From then on, King was truly non-violent and 
nonviolence led to many victories.

Myth: The 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott was the first boycott of buses to 
end segregation on buses.
Truth: The first boycott of buses was actually in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in 
1953. In fact, Dr. King and other civil rights leaders modeled the Montgom-
ery Bus Boycott after the one in Baton Rouge.

Myth: Abraham Lincoln freed slaves for political not moral reasons.
Truth: Although politics figure in, Lincoln’s top objection to slavery was mor-
al. In 1854 he wrote, “Although volume upon volume is written to prove 
slavery a good thing, we never hear of a man who wishes to take the good 
of it, by being a slave himself.”

Myth: Most African slaves came to America.
Truth: Most went to Brazil and the Caribbean. However the Caribbean slaves 
ended up in the U.S.

Myth: Integrating baseball in 1947 was the first civil rights fight Jackie Rob-
inson was involved in.
Truth: While it was the most famous civil rights struggle Robinson engaged 
in, integrating baseball by agreeing to play for Brooklyn Dodgers wasn’t Jack-
ie’s first civil rights fight. As a soldier in 1944 he refused to sit at the back of 
a bus headed for Temple, Texas and he was arrested, court martialed and 
acquitted.

Myth: Ghandi was the biggest influence on Dr. King.
Truth: Dr. King copied Ghandi’s techniques of non-violent, creative resis-
tance. But his biggest influence was Jesus. After all, he was a Christian min-
ister. A good number of his speeches are filled with Bible verses and the civil 
rights movement held a large number of its meetings in churches.

Myth: Segregation existed only in the South
Truth: The North, Midwest and even the liberal West were also segregat-
ed. One such school was Leapwood Elementary School in Carson California 
which was segregated and not integrated until 1963.

Myth: Rosa Parks was the first person to refuse to give up her seat on a seg-
regated bus.
Truth: Before her, several other brave African Americans refused to give up 
their seats on segregated buses. One was a teen girl named Claudette Colvin 
who refused to give up her seat in March of 1955, which was months pri-
or to Mrs. Parks. The graceful, humble and honest Mrs. Parks herself never 
claimed to be first.

“And ye shall know the truth. And the truth shall make you free.”
--Jesus Christ, John 8:32
Sources: history.com, pbs.org, newsweek.com
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Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$

Clayton, Deer Valley, TRU

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449

sabinemfdhome.com

Blazin A’s Steak and Seafood
1949 Hwy 117 • Provencal, LA 71468

(318) 472-6999
Tuesday - Saturday    11AM - 8 PM

Owner: Charlene Womack

“Home of the Old-Fashioned Hamburgers”

Ribeyes • T-Bones • Sirloins • Seafood Platters

Daily Lunches • 11AM ‘til 2PM
All you can eat Catfish with Salad Bar

Thursday, Friday & Saturday • 5PM ‘till Closing
Free Salad Bar w/Entree - Dine In Only

Try our famous Taters: Bomb.com, Taco, Cajun & Chicken Fried

Natchitoches Consignment Plus
Furniture, Antiques, Home Decor & More

Marianne Cortez
Owner

223 Broadmoor Shopping Center
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 238-4900
natconsign1@yahoo.com

New & Used Furniture • Financing Available
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Tuesday-Friday • Financing Available
Saturday • 10 AM to 4 PM   Closed Sunday & Monday

Beyond the 
Garden
By: Jennifer Byles

Pruning and Planting Roses
Roses are an all time favorite flowering  
shrub. To maintain an attractive healthy 
blooming plant, annual pruning is nec-
essary. Generally in north Louisiana we 
prune the last of January through the 
mid of February then again in late sum-
mer and again in late August. Late Au-
gust early September pruning is much 
less severe than the late winter pruning. 
Later pruning will delay spring and summer flowering. Some homeown-
ers get anxious about pruning their roses. Unpruned roses, however, will 
result in a long spindly overgrown shrub. Pruning is essential for vigor-
ous blooms and growth. Remember to wear gloves when pruning these 
thorny bushes and to use sharp by-pass type hand pruners to make clean 
cut canes. For canes larger than one half inch diameter, use loppers.

Pruning Knockout Roses
• Cut out all dead canes back to origin point
• Remove canes that are weak and spindly (size of pencil or less)
• Cut back all other canes to approximately two foot from ground
• Cut canes about one quarter inch above a dormant bud or newly sprout-
ed side shoot

Nurseries and local stores usually have roses in stock during the winter 
months (late January) through March. Bare root roses should be planted 
before the end of February and before they have begun sprouting.
Planting Roses
• Dig hole as deep as the soil in the potted plant
• Place small amount of water in hole
• Place plant in planting hole
• Place top of soil around roots of plant even with the soil of bed
• Finish filling the hole lightly packing soil firming it
• Water plant

SUPPORT 
YOUR  
LOCAL 
POLICE 
& ALL 
FIRST 

RESPONDERS 



January is Cervical 
Cancer Awareness month.
by Dr. Phyllis Mason

Natchitoches Regional Medical Center (NRMC) Women’s 
Health Center would like to share with you information 
about cervical cancer and the importance of cervical cancer 
screening.
 The cervix is the opening to the uterus and is located at the 
top of the vagina. Cervical cancer occurs when these cervical 
cells start to change and become abnormal. If left unde-
tected, cervical cancer can spread to other organs within 
the body. The most common cause of cervical cancer is by infection from the Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV).
HPV is a virus that is transmitted through sexual activity. It then enters the cells of the 
cervix and can cause them to change. There are several types of HPV with some types 
considered “high-risk” due to their increased risk for causing cervical cancer compared 
to other types. HPV is very common and most people who are sexually active will get 
an HPV infection at some point in their life. HPV infection often has no symptoms and 
is only detected through cervical screenings. Most HPV infections go away on their own 
as the body fights off the infection. However, some women are unable to fight off HPV 
which can increase their risk of acquiring cervical cancer.
 Cervical cancer develops slowly.  Usually, it takes anywhere between 3-7 years. This is 
why cervical cancer screening is important. Cervical cancer screening can detect the 
changes within the cervical cells before they become cancerous and allows for earlier 
detection and treatment.
 Cervical cancer screening is done through a Pap smear or Pap Test with or without HPV 
testing. The process is very simple and quick. You lay on the exam table and a speculum 
is inserted into the vagina allowing for visualization of the cervix. The provider then 
uses a small brush or tool to collect cells from the opening of the cervix which are then 
sent off the lab to be tested.
 Cervical cancer screening should being at age 21 and usually stops at age 65. It is 
recommended that women ages 21 to 29 receive cervical screenings every 3 years if 
testing is normal. Women aged 30 to 65 years should have testing done every 5 years 
with history of normal testing. However, there are certain circumstances to consider 
as to when and how often a woman should undergo cervical cancer screenings. These 
factors include abnormal cervical cancer screening history, history of hysterectomy, or 
HIV status. If you are a woman that falls into these special circumstances, please come 
by our office or call to schedule an appointment to discuss how often cervical cancer 
screenings may be necessary for you.
NRMC Women’s Health Center and its staff would like to answer any questions you may 
have about cervical cancer and cervical cancer screening. Please come by our office at 
655 Bienville Cr. Natchitoches, LA 71457 during our office hours of Monday through 
Thursday 8:00 – 5:00 and Friday 8:00 – 12:00; or call our office at (318) 238-3652.
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Vintage Resale Shop
“We Carry A Huge Selection of Unique Items

We stock
Mobile Home supplies

including
Anchors, Straps, Bolts,

Skirting, etc.

Open Thurs-Sat • 9AM-2PM
318-581-1723

9031 Highway 6 in Robeline, LA

SPOTLIGHT ON 
HOMELESSNESS

PART 3
By Helen Obioha

 “There, but for the grace of God, go I” 1Cor 15:10. We need to stop looking away! Ending homelessness won’t be easy, it will take all of us, 
with courage, passion, and well thought out plans to make a difference. For communities with limited funding, providing people at risk of home-
lessness with prevention services, such as paying back rent, utilities, and case management can significantly decrease the number of people mov-
ing into homelessness.
 As a community we must:
  • Change the way we think
  • Stop making excuses, and get involved
  • Advocate that permanent supportive housing be reserved for men and women that experienced long-term homelessness
  • Mentor individuals and families who are experiencing homelessness
  • Increase investment in life transforming services
  • Provide everyone with skills to work

 We should take the time to meet, talk, and get to know those that are experiencing homelessness. Also, we need to read about the plight of 
the homeless. Using your Facebook status and Twitter feed, is a good way to encourage friends to get involved in our mission to end homelessness. 
Financially support an organization that makes a difference, on behalf of people experiencing homelessness in our community.
 People should never be defined, or labeled exclusively by their current conditions. We should always aspire to look beyond others faults, 
and see their needs. We need agape love. (Rebuilding the Wall of Agape Love in 52 Days 2017 Mrs. Sadie Bolton Sawyer). Change requires that we 
change too; Natchitoches has many challenges, especially for the black community. We are the solution. No one, but ourselves can free our mind 
(Bob Marley). Homelessness affects all of us. Therefore, by keeping silent, we are consenting to the circumstance that affects our lives. Call us, meet 
with us, and let’s discuss these issues that affect our community. Call Helen at 318 – 357 – 8877 or 313 - 296 - 3128

850 Hill St Many LA  
4 BD 3 BA   2170 sq ft

For more details, contact:

Anna E. Remedies, Listing Agent
318-471-5075

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated



TOLEDO BEND 
FISHING 
REPORT 
By Pro Guide, Joe Joslin
 Hello anglers and outdoor addicts. 
2018 is here and a lot of the success that 
we anglers will have this year depends on 
how much the hydrilla, which is desirable 
submerged grass cover for bass, recovers 
and how widespread will be the cover-
age. Currently, there are only a handful of 
areas that have hydrilla but I am starting 
to find more and more. Hopefully, by  
April and May we will have broad coverage 
which will definitely change our fishing pat-
terns and for the better for this fisherman.
Most years there is a lot of difference for 
patterns from late December to Janu-
ary mainly because of water temperature. January is usually the coldest 
month of the year on Toledo and that is shaping up to be so this year as 
well In January, especially from Pendleton Bridge to the dam, the water is 
mostly clear and it gets even more clear the closer one gets to the dam. A 
favorite bait of mine in January is a jerk bait so I will use a lot of those this 
month. My favorites are the Berkley Cutter 110 series and also the Berkley 
Skinny Cutter 110 series. On bright days I like blue/silver and pearl vapor 
and cloudy days I do with the clown and Table Rock 2.
 For jerk baits I use 10 and 12 lb. Trilene 100% Fluorocarbon line 
with a 7’ or 7’2” medium action Veritas rod and a Revo STX reel with a 
7.1 :1 ratio retrieve. With 10 or 12 lb. test fluorocarbon and this rod/reel 
set-up, I can make long casts which is very important when fishing a jerk 
bait. In addition, water temps determines how fast or slow my retrieve 
will be. Presentation is always important but it is vitally significant in cold 
water months like January. I also think fluorocarbon is basically mandatory 
when using a jerk bait as fluorocarbon sinks so this allows the jerk bait to 
go a few inches deeper which some days can make the difference between 
catching and not catching bass.
 Another family of baits I use in January are lipless crankbaits and 
my favorites are Bill Lewis’s Rat-l-Traps and Berkley’s Warpig. I like red 
crawfish, fire tiger and blue/silver colors. My favorite presentation is to 
fish these in submerged grass and let the bait fall and touch the grass and 
then rip it out and let it fall again which is usually when the strike occurs. 
It is very important to use fluorocarbon or braid when using this pattern 
because monofilament has too much stretch so you will have difficulty rip-
ping the bait out of the grass. I use 17 lb. test Trilene 100% Fluorocarbon 
when “ripping” in clear water and Spiderwire Braid 30 lb test in stained.
 Depending on the weather I also will use football jigs and fish them 
on main lake points and also on creeks coming off the main lake. I most-
ly use Stanley’s Bug Eye Football jigs in ½ and ¾ oz. versions with black/
blue jig and a Chigger Craw in watermelon candy as my trailer. The Chigger 
Craw is amazing in and of itself but when you put it on a Stanley Bug Eye 
jig you have a bait that will catch fish in January. Fish it slow and slower. 
I don’t hop it but drag it about a foot and then stop it keeping the jig in 
contact with the bottom. Another pattern I use in January is a drop shot. 
As water gets cold a drop shot will allow you to keep catching bass when 
all else does not produce. I use two rigs when drop shottin’. I use spinning 
tackle with 8-10 lb fluorocarbon with a #1 hook and nose hook a Bottom 
Hopper Jr (4.75 inches) which I use to fish totally vertical. The other is 
what I call a non- conventional drop shot rig as I use 17 lb. fluorocarbon, a 
medium heavy rod and low profile reel (Revo STX). I Texas rig (burying the 
hook) a regular Bottom Hopper (6.25 inches) which allow me to cast the 
rig. This fishes similar to a Carolina rig but is a totally different look to the 
bass. I use about a 3 ft. tag from the hook to the drop shot weight. I fish 
this in depths of 15 to 35 feet. I’m wishing you a great fishing year in 2018 
and God’s Blessings.

Joe Joslin is a syndicated writer and is published by numerous websites, 
newspapers and magazines plus is a pro guide on Toledo Bend and Sam 
Rayburn and a TPWD licensed guide since 1998. Contact at joejoslinout-
doors@yahoo.com, 337-463-3848/409-565-1288 and website www.joe-
joslinoutdoors.com.
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   Bass angler, Bill Boom with   
   a trophy largemouth that  
   hit a drop shot Bottom Hop  
   per. Photo by Joe Joslin 
   Outdoors.

Welcomes
James Hubbard

to its 
Sales Professional TeamJames Specials 

This Month Include:

2007 HONDA CIVIC
Automatic - Power Package

Lots of Life
$5,950

2014 FORD FOCUS SE
Cosmic Blue - Automatic

Power Package - Warranty
$11,650

2014 FORD EDGE SE
V-6 - Power Package

Clean
$12,550

820 Fisher Road, Many LA 71449
Phone: 318-256-8001

Website: awmany.com

Financing Available - Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles
Present this ad at time of purchase 

and receive a $25 Gift Card

2015 CHEVY MALIBU
Power Package

Factory Warranty - Clean
$12,300

2015 FORD FUSION SE
Black - Power Seats

Loaded
$13,700

2013 FORD F150
SUPER CREW

Lariat - Fx4 - Navigation
Sunroof

$27,500

Our Pledge . . . 
Around the Town and its publishers seek to provide the 
people of this area with news and information about the 
current events and happenings in the categories of dining, 
entertainment, sports and the arts, while providing a 
venue for retail and commercial establishments, as well as 
local artisans and non-profit and service organizations to 
present themselves to the public. We also strive to feature 
some of the rich history and culture this area is 
particularly known for. 
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The Story of 
Clementine 
Hunter, A Loui-
siana Original 
Story & Photo Credit:  
Louisiana Travel Staff

       The rich story of Natchitoches, Loui-
siana can be experienced through the life 
story of artist Clementine Hunter.
 Along the Cane River National Heri-
tage Area  in Natchitoches  Parish,  visitors  can  find  several 
museums with artifacts and art telling the
 story of Louisiana’s earliest settlement 
and its inhabitants. These stories range from depictions of well-known 
historical events to portrayals of everyday life. One of the best firsthand 
records of the daily lives of Cane River inhabitants comes from a promi-
nent Louisiana folk artist, Clementine Hunter.
 Born in the late 1880s, Clementine Hunter spent most of her early life 
working on a farm before moving to Melrose Plantation as a teenager. 
During the period of time she worked at Melrose, the home’s owner—
Cammie Henry—hosted several artists on the grounds under the condi-
tion that the artists create or leave. One of the artists left his supplies at 
the home after his stay. These supplies were found by Clementine Hunter 
and famously used to create her first art piece. In 1955, Hunter was the 
first African-American artist to have a solo art show at a gallery in New 
Orleans and another at Northwestern State College (now University.) As 
an African-American, she was not allowed into the college gallery with 
white patrons; she had to be snuck in the back to see her own exhibition.
 Hunter was a prolific painter who started in her 50s and eventually 
created more than 5,000 works of art literally leaving her legacy on every 
spare piece of flat surface available. She painted scenes from the planta-
tion world around her: hanging clothes to dry, funeral processionals and 
people in her community. Using both bright colors and the size and scale 
of objects in her paintings, she conveyed how she felt about the people 
in her community (being painted bigger meant being important). Because 
of the vast number of paintings and her unique painting style, her art-
work plays an important role in understanding life in the Cane River re-
gion during the early- to mid-twentieth century. Hunter passed in 1988 at 
age 100.
 If you visit Melrose Plantation, head to the African American House to 
see the second-story with nine of Hunter’s murals depicting the everyday 
lives and events of African Americans.
 Although Hunter originally sold her artwork for as little as one dollar 
(or 25 cents to look through her gallery), her pieces often sell for top price 
today and have been featured in many prestigious art museums across 
the globe. The gift shop at Melrose Plantation and many shops in the Na-
tional Historic Landmark District carry a variety of souvenirs with reprints 
of Hunter’s work. Keep an eye out for her distinctive style during your 
travels—she’s an #OnlyLouisiana icon! 
 Learn more about Clementine Hunter’s legacy from the Boston Globe 
or learn more about the African-American Heritage Trail in Louisiana.

Clementine Hunter was the first Af-
rican-American to have a solo art 
show in New Orleans. ©Tom White-
head

View one of Clementine Hunter’s murals 
in the African House at Melrose Plantation 
near Natchitoches.

The African House at Melrose Plantation 
is home to some of Clementine Hunter’s 
famous murals.ches.

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT! 
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming event 

or fundraiser, please send to aroundthetownla@aol.com 
We’ll help spread the word! Please include a contact phone number. 

Inspire Yourself in 2018
by Herbert de Launay

            Learn something new in 2018. Inspire 
yourself! An old dog CAN learn new tricks. 
Actually, it is especially when we are adults 
that we have the wisdom and experience to 
appreciate learning and education.
            There are many opportunities and 
resources available to all of us. First on my list 
is the local public library. A library card is the 
most important card to have in your wallet 
or pocket. Libraries have a wealth of materi-
al available, usually at no charge. They have 
books, magazines, newspapers, audio books, and DVDs.
            Libraries have various classes and programs for different levels from 
children to adults. There are computer labs and classes available. On the 
internet and from the library webpage, one can access numerous educa-
tional and informational websites. These websites can be useful for home-
work help or to refresh us on various topics.
            Give yourself the gift of something new and different. Learn some-
thing new. Perhaps it can be something like music or art. It can be com-
pletely informal, learning on your own. Or, it can be formal and organized, 
even leading to a degree or certification.
            I had gone to college after high school, over fifty years ago. But in re-
cent years I have used my senior citizen discount to go back to school. This 
past May I received B.S. degrees in Addiction Studies and Psychology at 
NSU here in Natchitoches, Louisiana. NSU has programs both in the class-
room and online. They offer various classes, associate degrees, bachelor 
degrees, and master’s degrees. NSU is a much better option than some of 
the for-profit universities that advertise themselves so heavily. For infor-
mation online go to www.nsula.edu.
            There are many online resources. Some have a cost. Some are free. 
Two sites that I have used are www.coursera.org and www.edx.org. They 
offer courses from many well-known universities throughout the world.
            Are you not sure what you want? Walk down the rows of books in 
the library. Note the different sections and the different topics. You can 
find biographies and fiction. There are books on science, history, philoso-
phy, and many more areas. Notice the titles. If one looks interesting, find a 
comfortable chair and read a little. If you like, you can check it out to take 
home and read. Or, find another book. Acquaint yourself with the various 
sections and resources available there.
            I have noticed that I can easily spend too much time on the news 
and social media. Much of it is repetitious. In the end I have read lots of 
opinions but learned little that it new or worthwhile. Instead, I can read a 
book or do a lesson for an online class.
            Another possibility for adult learning and development is our 
churches. Jesus blessed children but taught adults. Consider joining the 
adult Sunday school classes or maybe joining the choir. Many pastors have 
accumulated hundreds of books over the years. Ask your pastor to recom-
mend and loan you a couple books for spiritual growth and development. 
Some churches have lending libraries for their members.
            Give yourself a regular time and place to study. It is also useful to 
have a couple different topics to study or books to read. One can be more 
challenging while the other is easier or lighter. That way I can adjust my 
study to my energy level and the time I have available at the moment.
            At one time, I kept a couple spiritual books next to the chair where I 
had my morning coffee. I would enjoy my coffee and also had some morn-
ing inspiration. At times I have also enjoyed having something to read be-
fore I go to bed. That can help me to unwind and put aside the worries of 
the day. At another point in my life I had a regular study time each after-
noon. Find what works best for you and try to keep a regular schedule.
            My sister uses books to adjust to her irregular schedule. If she has 
to sit and wait while getting the oil changed on her car, or, if she has to 
wait at a doctor’s office, she brings a book and does some reading. She has 
learned to use those otherwise wasted minutes.
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This Christmas has been one of the best for our CASA! CASA of Central LA 2017 Christmas Cam-
paign was a great success, toys were donated from several different organizations, & Donations 
were made from families all over our 3 parishes! We were able to give our Natchitoches, Red River, 
& Sabine Parish children what we hoped to be a better Christmas, and make this year a bit brighter 
for each and every one of them all because of the generosity from our community. CASA thanks you all so much 
for the help and support you give.

As always, I would like to thank each of you for your continued support of CASA of Central LA. Without you, we 
could not serve the children of Natchitoches, Red River, and Sabine parishes. The need for volunteers, especially 
male volunteers, is great in all three parishes. If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a volunteer, 
please to do not hesitate to call our office or visit our website at www.casanat.org. Help us to serve the most 
vulnerable childen in our communities. Lift up a child’s voice. A child’s life.

Thank you,

Jack L. Duty
Executive Director

From the Executive Directors desk

Pictured (left to riht) is  Program Support Specialist Emily Dahl & Jim Gibson.

CASA announces 2017 
Christmas Campaign 
Winner.
Jim Gibson was the winner of the 2017 CASA Christmas Campaign dawing. Jim won 
a nice set of Black Beats Solo3 Wireless Headphones. The Christmas campaign this 
year was a wonderful success. We would like to give a big thank you to everyone who 
donated this year!

LA State Adult Probation & Parole donated toys for our CASA children! We thank you all 
so much for giving back to our organization. Pictured (L to R) Nicki Mitchell, Advocate 
Supervisor Anitra Moses, & Lori Baldridge.

LA Probation & Parole
Donates Toys
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Pictured (left to right) Advocate Supervisor Shequantna Sanders & Norah Townsend 
(not pictured: Joseph Townsend)

The youth group at Family Worship Center in Campti donated Christmas 
gifts to CASA children. Thank you all so much for your donation!

Youth Group Donates Gifts

Pictured above (from Left to Right) Adam Hudson, Kristen Breedlove, Shelby Savell, 
Adam Calder and  Mallie Lester (Not pictured: Travis Mitchell).

Escape Natchitoches donated toys to CASA of Central Louisiana! We thank 
them and their customers for collecting toys and helping our CASA chil-
dren have a brighter Christmas this year. 

Escape Natchitoches
Donates Toys

Trinity Episcopal donated toys to our CASA children this Christmas. We 
thank you all each year for going above and beyond for our CASA children. 

 

Trinity Episcopal Donates 
Toys

Pictured from left to right Marian Keator, David Zolzer, Advocate supervisors Anitra 
Moses and Shequantna Sanders.

Fisher Sawmill Days Queen Erin Powell and  Sister queens Macy Simp-
son, Teen Miss Ft. Jesup & Mary Kay, Junior Miss Ft. Jesup gathered hats, 
scarves, and gloves this Christmas for CASA of Central Louisiana. They 
gathered over 80 different items to help keep the Natchitoches, Red Riv-
er, & Sabine CASA children warm this year! They would like to take this 
opportunity to also thank the communities that donated to this event.

Fisher Sawmill Days 
Queen and Sister Queens
Gather Clothing

 Left to right Mary Kay, Program Support Specialist Emily Dahl, Erin Powell, & Macy 
Simpson.

Delta Sigma Theta  
Sorority Donates Dolls
The Natchitoches alumnae chapter Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. do-
nated their amazing Delta dolls to our CASA children. We look forward 
to getting these each year and so do our kids! Thank you so much for 
helping make CASA Christmas great! 

Pictured (left to right) Executive Director Jack Duty, Edwina Lewis, Judith Haze, & 
CASA board member Melissa Cloutier.
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CASA would like to thank Fisher Sawmill Days Queen Erin Powell & her grand-
mother  Bonnie Kay for their generous support this Christmas. Ms.Bonnie 
helped gather items needed for the CASA Christmas donation. As always we 
appreciate your support.

Many Thanks to Sawmill Days 
Queen and Grandmother

10 Signs of Child Abuse:

1. Unexplained injuries. Visible signs of physical abuse may include unexplained burns or bruises in the shape of objects. 
You may also hear unconvincing explanations of a child’s injuries.

2. Changes in behavior. Abuse can lead to many changes in a child’s behavior. Abused children often appear scared, anx-
ious, depressed, withdrawn or more aggressive.

3. Returning to earlier behaviors.  Abused children may display behaviors shown at earlier ages, such as thumb-sucking, 
bed-wetting, fear of the dark or strangers. For some children, even loss of acquired language or memory problems may 
be an issue.

4. Fear of going home. Abused children may express apprehension or anxiety about leaving school or about going places 
with the person who is abusing them.

5. Changes in sleeping. Abused children may have frequent nightmares, or have difficulty falling asleep, and as a result may 
appear tired or fatigued.

6. Changes in eating. The stress, fear and anxiety caused by abuse can lead to changes in a child’s eating behaviors, which 
may result in weight gain or weight loss.

7. Changes in school performance and attendance. Abused children may have difficulty concentrating in school or have ex-
cessive absences, sometimes due to adults trying to hide the children’s injuries from authorities.

8. Lack of personal care or hygiene. Abused and neglected children may appear uncared for. They may present as consis-
tently dirty and have severe body odor, or they may lack sufficient clothing for the weather.

9. Risk-taking behaviors. Young people who are being abused may engage in high-risk activities such as using drugs or alco-
hol or carrying a weapon.

10. Inappropriate sexual behaviors. Children who have been sexually abused may exhibit overly sexualized behavior or use 
sexual language.

Some signs that a child is experiencing violence or abuse are more obvious than others. Trust your instincts. Suspected 
abuse is enough of a reason to contact the authorities. You do not need proof.
Abuse Hotline: 1-855-4LA-KIDS (1-855-452-5437)
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Joy Impact Counseling Services, LLC 
861 3rd St. 

Jonesboro, LA 71457 
318-652-8140 (Office) 
318-521-3035 (Fax) 

Jimpact.jic@outlook.com (Email) 

NOW HIRING!!!! 
LICENSED CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER-LCSW 
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR-LPC 

MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL-MHP 
HENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST-MHS 

 
YOU MAY SUBMIT RESUMES 
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS OR 

FAX NUMBER BELOW 
 

rstewart.jic@outlook.com 
318-521-8035 

New Year’s Resolutions???
My wife still hasn’t told me 

what my New Year’s resolutions are.

A New Year’s resolution is something 
that goes in one year and out the other.

A will return to work tomorrow with a child-like belief
 that 2018 is the year people will think 
at least twice before hitting Reply All.

What do you call always having a date for New Year’s Eve? 
Social Security.

Lee Lee’s

Children’s
Boutique

Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA

We offer sizes
up to

16’ x 50’

NOW
is the time to

order!

You can choose from several styles
and a variety of colors.

We offer low maintenance exteriors
and a brand new flooring system

in the country’s leading
PORTABLE BUILDINGS!!

24142 HWY 191, ZWOLLE, LA 71486
Located 4 miles south of Zwolle; 6 miles north of T-Town

318-645-7673 • 318-645-7670 (fax)

Open 7 Days for Your Convenience
Mon-Sat: 8AM-6PM      Sun: 10AM-4PM

New Year’s Resolution
Buy a 

Derksen Portable Building
and

build a tiny house 

From the Mouth of a Child 

 A little girl was sitting on her grandfather’s lap as he read her a bed-
time story. 
 From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book and reach up 
to touch his wrinkled cheek.
  She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again. 
 Finally she spoke up, “Grandpa, did God make you?” 
 “Yes, sweetheart,” he answered, “God made me a long time ago.” 
 “Oh,” she paused, “Grandpa, did God make me too?” 
 “Yes, indeed, honey,” he said, “God made you just a little while ago.” 
 Feeling their respective faces again, she observed, “God’s getting bet-
ter at it, isn’t he ?”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 A little girl became restless as the preacher’s sermon dragged on and 
on. 
 Finally, she leaned over to her mother and whispered, “Mommy, if we 
give him the money now, will he let us go?”
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We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, décor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, Lone 
Star feed, various seeds, dog, horse & 
cattle supplies, Bonnie plants & Tops 
Plus dog food. 
 

Bo & Lisa Ezernack, owners 
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486 

318-645-6992 
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Large Crowd Attends 
CoCo Bed Justice Book 
Signing
A large crowd turned out on Saturday, December 16th for the book 
signing of CoCo Bed Justice, the new release by local author Harvis “Ju-
nior” Johnson. The heartwarming story of a widowed mother and her 
two young children who are forced to flee their home in Mississippi af-
ter learning that and evil Carpetbagger  means them harm. She returns 
to her family home on Coco Bed near the Village of Cloutierville, where 
her family and that of her late husband’s family provide comfort and 
safety for the lives of her and her children.

Johnson and his friend, David Carr who introduced each chapter with 
his famous sketches as well as designing the cover of the book. The 
event was held at Point Place Marina near Natchitoches, owned by 
Johnson’s sister Debbie Walker.

Johnson also has another book to his credit entitled “Tales Of A Boy” 
from Cane River. Both books are available for purchase by emailing 
Johnson at Junior.johnson@hotmail.com.  Books are also available at 
Georgia’s Gift Shop, 626 Front St., Natchitoches, LA.

Author Junior Johnson and 
friend David Carr is shown 
autographing Johnson’s two 
publications CoCo Bed Jus-
tice and Tales Of A Boy from 
Cane River. (Photo Credit: 
Tommy O’Con/Around the 
Town)

Junior Johnson shown with his 
sister Debbie Walker. Walker 
owns Point Place Marina near 
Natchitoches where the book 
signing for Johnson’s two publi-
cations was held. A large crowd 
attended the event. (Photo 
Credit: Tommy O’Con/Around 
the Town)

Junior Johnson (right) is shown 
presenting David Carr (left) a 
check for his royalties from his 
awesome sketches in CoCo Bed 
Justice.

Local resident Brenda Bynog was 
one of the many who turned out to 
get her autographed copies of both 
books by local author JuniorJohn-
son.  (Photo Credit: Not Known)

CONTACT US 
Around The Town  

Tommy O’Con, P.O. Box 187 
Robeline, LA 71469      318-471-6948 

aroundthetownla@aol.com 
www.AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com 

Sabine Property Shoppe 
and Brandon Law Office 
Host Annual Christmas 
Gathering
The annual  Century 21 Sabine Property Shoppe and Brandon Law Office 
Christmas gathering was held Monday night, December 18th, hosted by 
Ronnie and Pollie Brandon. Top Sales awards were presented to Candice 
Wilson with Million Dollar Producer and Anna Remedies with Multi Mil-
lion Dollar Producer. Sabine Property Shoppe is looking forward to anoth-
er great year in 2018.

Photo Credits: Sabine Property Shoppe

Ronnie Brandon presenting Candace Wilson 
with Million Dollar Producer Award.

Ronnie Brandon presenting Anna Remedies 
with Multi-Million Dollar Producer Award.

Century 21 Sabine Property 
Shoppe Team: (From L to R) Ron-
nie Brandon, Candice Wilson, 
Anna Remedies,Debra Sweet, 
Marisa Ezernack, Barbara Lopez 
and Danny Manuel.

Brandon Law Office Team: 
(From L to R) Kathy Sepulvado, 
Ronnie Brandon, Krystal Park-
er, Pollie Brandon and Attorney 
Russell Busby.

5621 Hwy 1
Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-508-0110 • 318-228-8812
Fax: 318-228-8857

www.spartan-llc.com

                    Contact LISA @

Spartan Portable Buildings

Rent to Own • No Credit Check
• Custom Order at no extra cost

• Free Set Up and Delivery

Ask

About our

CArports



Natchitoches Police Depart-
ment is currently accepting applica-
tions for its upcoming Reserve Offi-
cer Training Academy.  Applications 
will be accepted  through January 15, 
2018. The upcoming Reserve Officer 
Training Academy will start on Feb-
ruary 5, 2018 and will last approxi-
mately 8 weeks. Classes will be held 
Monday through Thursday beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Natchitoches 
Police Department Training Center.

Cadets in the Academy will undergo training in search and seizure, 
building clearing, traffic stops, firearms and defensive tactics for ex-
ample.

If you are interested in applying you can pick up an application at The 
Natchitoches Police Department’s Criminal Investigations Division lo-
cated at 416 Shady Lane or contact Reserve Commander Sergeant Jeff 
Townson at (318) 357-3852. Applicants must have a high school de-
gree, be at least 18 years of age and pass a background check. This is 
a great opportunity for citizens to serve their community in a positive 
manner.
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A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises KePt/services delivered

“home oF Next day service”

Rodney C. Abington
rodNey@aaPestsolutioNs.com

141 cassidy laNe

maNy, la 71449
call rodNey or Kyle

318-273-BuGs (2847)
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Men Are Just Happier 
People!
What do you expect from such simple creatures? Your last name stays 
put. The garage is all yours. Wedding plans take care of themselves.  Choc-
olate is just another snack.  You can never be pregnant. You can wear a 
white T-shirt to a water park. You can wear NO shirt to a water park.

Car mechanics tell you the truth. The world is your urinal. You never have 
to drive to another gas station restroom because this one is just too icky. 
You don’t have to stop and think of which way to turn a nut on a bolt.... 
Wrinkles add character.  Wedding dress - $5,000. Tux rental - $100. Peo-
ple never stare at your chest when you’re talking to them. New shoes 
don’t cut, blister, or mangle your feet.. One mood all the time. Phone 
conversations are over in 30 seconds flat. You know stuff about tanks.

A five-day vacation requires only one suitcase. You can open all your 
own jars. You get extra credit for the slightest act of thoughtfulness. If 
someone forgets to invite you, he or she can still be your friend. Your 
underwear is $8.95 for a three-pack. Two pairs of shoes are more than 
enough. You almost never have strap problems in public. You are unable 
to see wrinkles in your clothes. Everything on your face stays its original 
color. The same hairstyle lasts for years, maybe decades. You only have 
to shave your face and neck.

Children in Church
Ms. Terri asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their favorite 
Bible stories. 

She was puzzled by Kyle’s picture, which showed four people on an air-
plane, so she asked him which story it was meant to represent.
 
“The Flight to Egypt ,” was his reply. 

Pointing at each figure, Ms. Terri said, “That must be Mary, Joseph, and 
Baby Jesus.  But who’s the fourth person?” 

“Oh, that’s Pontius - the pilot!”

Jan 1-2     Fisher   Christmas Lights, Village of Fisher, 5-10pm. 318-256-5880

Jan 2,9,16,23,30  Toledo Bend  Bingo at D.A.V building on Hwy 191. Early game starts at 6:30 pm. Regular game starts at  
        7:00pm. 318-256-6057

Jan 3,10,17,24,31  Zwolle   Bingo at Zwolle V.F.W. building on Hwy 171 north. Early game starts at 6:30 pm. Regular game  
        starts at 7:00pm. 318-645-9716

Jan 6    Many   Movie, “Wonder Woman,” Many Community Center (Sabine Theater), 675 San Antonio Ave.  
        Many, LA. 7pm. FREE Admission, Concessions $1. Donations appreciated. 318-256-4021
 
Jan 6    Toledo Bend  Tournament: Army Rec Site Bass Tournament, open to the public. 
       For more information, call 318-565-4235.

Jan 6,13,20,27   Many   Depot Art Guild, open every Saturday 10 am-4 pm. For more information, call 318-273-2809.

Jan 8,15,22,29   Zwolle   Bingo at St. Joseph’s Catholic Hall on W. Hammond St. Early game starts at 6pm. Regular game  
        starts at 7:00pm. 318-645-6098

Jan 8,15,22,29   Toledo Bend  Bingo at D.A.V. building on Hwy. 191. Early game starts at 6:30pm. Regular game starts at  
        7:00pm. 318-256-6057

Jan 12-13   Toledo Bend  Tournament: Texas Team Trail, Cypress Bend Park, 3462 Cypress Bend Dr., Many, LA. 
       Mike Hasting 210-573-7057 or Esther Burnette 800-259-5253.

Jan 13    Toledo Bend  Tournament: American Bass Anglers, Army Rec Site. For more information, call 318-565-4235.

Jan 19    Many   Music in Many: ArkLaTex Legends Band, Tribute to Rod Hopkins, Many Community Center
       (Sabine Theater), 675 San Antonio Ave. Many, LA. Fundraiser/Tickets: $10/adults, $5 kids 
       under 12, FREE for Veterans. 318-256-4021

Jan 20    Many   Movie, “A Dog’s Purpose,” Many Community Center (Sabine Theater), 675 San Antonio Ave.,
       Many, LA. 7pm. Fund Raiser for Sabine Animal Shelter. Concessions $1. 318-256-4021

Jan 24-28   Toledo Bend  Tournament: BASS College & High School, Cypress Bend Park, 3462 Cypress Bend Dr, Many,  
        LA. 318-256-4118 or Esther Burnette 800-259-5253.

Jan 26-27   Toledo Bend  Tournament: Texas Tournament Zone, San Miguel Park, 381 San Miguel Rd, Zwolle, LA. 
       Bryan Booker 512-825-0626 or Esther Burnette 800-259-5253

Jan 27    Many   Music in Many: The Arenos, Many Community Center (Sabine Theater), 675 San Antonio Ave.,
       Many, LA. 7pm. FREE Admission. Love offering Taken. 318-256-4021

Jan 27    Toledo Bend  Tournament: Tackle Box Open Shoot Out, Big Bass Marina. For more information, call Jimmie  
        Box at 662-347-4266.
 

For further information or to have events included in the monthly Calendar of Events call the author, Cheryl Ebarb, at
800-259-5253 or 318-256-4114, fax: 318-256-4179, e-mail: srala-toledo@la.gov, or www.srala-toledo.com.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 2018

You can play with toys all your life. One wallet and one pair of shoes — one 
color for all seasons.   You can wear shorts no matter how your legs look. 
You can ‘do’ your nails with a pocket knife.   You have freedom of choice 
concerning growing a mustache. You can do Christmas shopping for 25 rel-
atives on December 24 in 25 minutes.

No wonder men are happier!
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FA17 Top Graduates 
from NSU morning 
commencement

FA17 Top Graduates 
from NSU Afternoon 
Commencement 

Northwestern State University recognized top graduates from the Gallaspy Family 
College of Education and Human Development, the Louisiana Scholars’ College and the 
College of Arts and Sciences prior to morning commencement exercises Dec. 15. Seat-
ed from left are Dakota Newman of Baton Rouge, Kaylee Weakley of Lamar, Colorado; 
Josie Greer of Jonesboro and Connor Geer of Haughton. Standing are Commencement 
Speaker Alejandro Perkins, chair of Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana 
System; Anna Register of Shreveport, Emily Ryan of Marksville, Breana Remedes of 
Noble, Hunter Martin of Shreveport, Shelby Glynn of Houma, Alexis Britt of Keithville, 
Lindsay Lee of Natchitoches, Rachel Moran of Metairie, Weston Scholten of Temple, 
Texas, and NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio.

Northwestern State University recognized graduates from the College of Nursing and 
School of Allied Health and the College of Business and Technology prior to afternoon 
commencement exercises on Dec. 15. On the front row from left are Hailee Rhodes of 
Spring, Texas; Sarah Morgan of Ball, Maggie Harris of West Monroe and Sen. Gerald 
Long. On the back row are Dr. Jim Henderson, president of the University of Louisiana 
System; Commencement Speaker Al Perkins, Hang Bawi Lian of Bossier City, Jason 
Horst of Madisonville, Ryan Harmon of Minden, Sarah Heard of Many, Kaylan Showers 
of Independence and NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio.

Wonder Woman plays at 
Many Community Center 
on January 6
by Mary Key Brocato

 The 2017 hit science movie 
Wonder Woman begins Movies 
in Many for the first movie of 
the 2018 season. It plays at the 
Many Community Center on 
Saturday, January 6, at 7 p.m.   It 
is free admission, as always. .
 The plot of Wonder Woman 
goes like this: Before she was 
Wonder Woman , she was Di-
ana, princess of the Amazons, 
trained to be an unconquerable warrior. Raised on a sheltered island par-
adise, Diana meets an American pilot (Chris Pine) who tells her about the 
massive conflict that’s raging in the outside world. Convinced that she 
can stop the threat, Diana leaves her home for the first time. Fighting 
alongside men in a war to end all wars, she finally discovers her full pow-
ers and true destiny.
 
The setting for the movie is 1918. Wonder Woman is beautiful, kindheart-
ed, and buoyant in ways that make many movie goers eager to see it 
again.
 
Wonder Woman’s secrets of power include  superhuman strength, speed, 
durability, and longevity, the ability to fly, skilled hand-to-hand combat-
ant, and superior intellect and superhuman memory.
 She also utilizes an invisible jet, the lasso of truth, indestructible brace-
lets, a boomerang tiara, sword, and shield.  It is a PG-13 movie for some 
scenes of violence.
 
Many Mayor Ken Freeman is pleased with the two movies that will play in 
January . A Dog’s Purpose will be the second movie that plays on January 
20, and it is a fundraiser for the Sabine Animal Shelter. Movies play on the 
first and third Saturday of every month.
 
“We have planned very carefully to feature two movies on the first and 
third weekends of every month from January through June 2018,” Mary 
Brocato, chairperson of the Many Community District said. “We’ve tried 
to include recent movies that both adults and children will enjoy, and 
we’ve included some classics as well. For example, we are showing the 
classic western “True Grit” in May for John Wayne fans and “Casa Blanca” 
as a Valentine’s movie in February. We are also showing animated movies 
for children such as “Shrek The Third.”
 

Brocato said that movie goers can pick up fliers that list the dates of the 
movies for January through June 2018 can be picked up in the theater 
lobby. By taking a flier home with them, they will know what movies are 
going to be playing and when they will be featured.
 
The Town of Many, Mayor Ken Freeman and the Many Cultural District 
Advisory Committee sponsor the free movies.
 
“We want our citizens to enjoy free or very low cost entertainment and 
events right here in Many,” said Mayor Freeman. “There’s no reason why 
people can’t stay right here in Many and enjoy cultural activities,” he said.
 
“The Many Community Center was planned to be for our citizens and 
visitors. It’s now in its third year and is really catching on as people come 
from all around the region to attend our movies, concerts, plays, and dif-
ferent events. It’s so popular that we have something going on just about 
every weekend at the Community Center. We hope that more and more 
people will learn about the busy schedule of the Many Community Cen-
ter and attend all the different events that we will be offering in 2018,” 
the mayor concluded.
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650 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, Pasta, Burgers

Something for Everyone!

All-You-Can-Eat
Boiled Shrimp

EVERY 
Friday Night

Thursday Night is
BYOB

(Build Your Own 
Burger!)

Live Entertainment
EVERY

Saturday Night

OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Thurs  11 to 9 PM
Fri & Sat  11 to 10 PM

Sun 11 to 4 PM

$2 OFF Any Lunch
650 San Antonio Ave.

Many, LA
318-431-1503
Valid through

January 31, 2018

COUPON
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Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, Pasta, Burgers
Something for Everyone!

850 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503
Open 7 Days

Mon-Thur • 11am-9pm     Fri & Sat • 11am-10pm    Sun • 11am-4pm

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

ON
SATURDAY

NIGHTS!

DAILY
LUNCH

SPECIALS

RESTAURANT

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-attach 
       6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

Hillside AntiquesHillside Antiques
Antiques, VintAge And unique items

Open Thurs-Sat • 9AM-5PM

Facebook: Hillside Antiques Robeline
hillsideantiquesrobeline@gmail.com

318-581-6489
318-332-8485

9222 Texas Hwy
Robeline, LA 71489
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Personal Auto, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs,
SR22 & Mobile Homes

All Commercial Lines & Homeowners

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona chesson - Agent
Dawn Kay - Cashier/Receptionist

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance AgencyAccepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Finest Memorials Since 1965 • Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

Natchitoches Coalition on Homelessness
410 Sixth Street • Natchitoches, LA 71457

SHARE-A-MEAL
Last Thursday of each month

4pm - 6pm
625 MLK Drive (at the Sky Box), Natchitoches, LA 71456

Everyone Welcome
For mor info contact Marie@318-352-8931 or Helen @ 313-296-3128

K   I   L  P   A   T   R   I   C   K   ‘   S

Rose-Neath
Funeral Homes, Crematorium and Cemeteries, Inc.

A TRUSTED NAME SINCE 1932
ROSE-NEATH

BUDDY HEBERT
Manager

9891 Texas Hwy.
Many, LA 71449

(318) 256-0690
FAX (318) 256-0696

buddyhebert@rose-neath.com

Upcoming Classes
For 14 Hours of  Instruction

1/6 & 2/3

For 38 Hours of  Instruction
1/13, 1/15, 1/20 and 1/27
2/10, 2/12, 2/13 and 2/17

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We haave opened 
our new offic and classroom at 317 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door 
to Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up 
for available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

plAtinum Driving sChool

360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

Which advertising icon is usually depicted carrying 
a cane?

a.  Chef Boyardee  b.  Mr. Peanut
c.  Pillsbury Doughboy c.  Jolly Green Giant

Mr. Peanut is the advertising logo and mascot of Planters. 
He is dressed in the formal clothing of an old-fashioned gen-
tleman: a top hat, monocle, white gloves, and a cane. Mr. 
Peanut was born in 1916 when schoolboy Antonio Gentile 
submitted his sketch to win the Planters contest for a brand 
icon. A commercial artist later added a top hat, a monocle 
and a cane to create the iconic image. While Gentile’s family 
originally received $5 for winning the contest, the founder of 
Planters paid Antonio’s, and four of his siblings’, way through 
college.
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LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Hemphill 
BBQ

Hemphill 
BBQ

3285 Old Sabine Town Road
Hemphill, TX 75948

(409) 787-1814
Dine-In & Catering Available

Charles & Barbara Weaver (Owner)
Larry Weaver (Manager)

Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust
Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552
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THE CAJUN COOK
Black-eyed Pea Jambalaya
Makes 10 to 12 servings

2 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 pound smoked sausage, cut crosswise into 1/4-inch slices
1/2 pound cubed ham
1 cup chopped onions
1/2 cup chopped green bell peppers
2 (15-ounce) cans black-eyed peas with jalapenos
1 (14-ounce) can beef broth
Salt and cayenne to taste
8 cups cooked rice
1/4 cup chopped green onions

Heat oil in large, heavy pot over medium heat. Add sausage, ham, on-
ions and bell peppers. Cook, stirring, until the vegetables are golden, 
about 8 minutes.

Add the peas and beef broth and reduce the heat to medium-low. Sea-
son with salt and cayenne. Simmer, stirring occasionally, for 1 hour.

Add the rice, a little at a time, and gently stir to mix. The mixture 
should be moist but not soggy. Season with salt and pepper. Stir in the 
green onions and serve warm.

AKITA   KUVASZ  SALUKI
BORZON  NORWICH TERRIER SAMOYED
BOSTON TERRIER OTTERHOUND  SILKY TERRIER
BOXER   PLOTT   SKYE TERRIER
BRIARD   POINTER  SUSSEX SPANIEL
BRITTANY  POODLE  TOY FOX TERRIER
BRUSSELS GRIFFON PUG   VIZSLA
BULLDOG  PULI   WHIPPET
BULL TERRIER  ROTTWEILER
KOMONDOR  RUSSELL TERRIER

DID YOU KNOW?
YOU CAN HEAR THUNDERSNOW WHEN THE CONDITIONS ARE RIGHT.
If you’ve ever heard the unmistakable rumble of thunder in the middle of a snow-
storm, that’s not your ears playing tricks on you. It’s likely thundersnow, a rare winter 
weather phenomenon that’s most common near lakes. When relatively warm col-
umns of air rise from the ground and form turbulent storm clouds in the sky in the 
winter, there’s potential for thundersnow. A few more factors are still necessary for it 
to occur, namely air that’s warmer than the cloud cover above it and wind that push-
es the warm air upwards. Even then it’s entirely possible to miss thundersnow when 
it happens right over your head: Lightning is harder to see in the winter and the snow 
sometimes dampens the thunderous sound.

Did you know 
that doing 

puzzles can 
keep your 

mind sharp?

Puzzles are 
known for 

their power 
to help the 

brain 
produce the 
neurotrans-

mitter 
dopamine. 

While doing 
puzzles, the 
brain releas-
es dopamine 
in response 
to small and 
large break-

throughs. 
Benefits of 

dopamine in-
clude a pos-
itive mood, 
better con-
centration, 
improved 

memory, and 
good motor 

skills.

Complete and Finished

No English dictionary has been able to adequately explain the difference 
between these two words.  In a linguistic competition held in London and 
attended by, supposedly, the best in the world, Mr. Samdar Balgobin, a 
Guyanese man, was the clear winner with a standing ovation which lasted 
over 5 minutes.

The final question was: How do you explain the difference 
between COMPLETE and FINISHED in a way that is easy to 
understand? Some people say there is no difference 
between COMPLETE   and FINISHED.

Here is his astute answer: 

When you marry the right woman, you are COMPLETE. 
When you marry the wrong woman, you are FINISHED. 
And when the right one catches you with the wrong one, 
you are COMPLETELY FINISHED!!!

He won a trip around the world and a case of scotch!

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR

And here’s 
hoping 

that you 
have a

fantastic
2018!



Page 24| Around The Town                     January 2018

628 Front St. • Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT
DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

ORDER NOW

318-352-5910
EDIbLE FRUIT
aRRaNGEmENTS

Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $12.00 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer is
assistant pastor at

Rock Island Baptist Church
Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

Signed
Copy

$1995

Shipping
Included

ORDER FROM
junior.johnson@hotmail.com

 The heartwarming story of a widowed mother and her 
two young children who are forced to flee their home in Missis-
sippi after learning that an evil Carpetbagger means them harm.
 She returns to her family home on CoCo Bed near the village 
of Cloutierville, where her family and that of her late husband’s fam-
ily, provide comfort and safety for the lives of her and her children.

Also available at
Georgia’s Gift Shop

626 Front St., Natchitoches, LA
318-352-5833

$3500

Signed,
Gift Box &
Shipping 
Included

Get Your Copy 
Today!


