
Louie Bernard 
Announces 
Candidacy for 
State Senate in 
2019 Election
Citing 24 years of public service as former 
Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court, Louie 
Bernard announced today his intention to 
seek the District 31 Senate seat in October of 2019. The six-parish district 
includes all or parts of Natchitoches, Sabine, Red River, Winn, Grant and 
Rapides parishes.

“For the past 24 years, it has been a privilege to serve the citizens of 
Natchitoches Parish as Clerk of Court. As a member of the Louisiana 
Clerks of Court Association, I established relationships with many citizens 
and community leaders throughout our region. I became acutely aware 
of the concerns many folks have with state government and how we can 
be better stewards of the tax dollars we are sending to Baton Rouge,” said 
Bernard. “We must foster a positive economic climate that will attract 
businesses to our region. We can’t do that unless we have a skilled and 
trained workforce that potential employers will find beneficial to their 
specific needs. We should continue to invest in job skills training, our 

Rick’s Clear Vision – We 
Appreciate Having a Crack 
at Your Business
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

Rick Zelle has been in the windshield re-
pair business since 1996 getting his start 
at Alexandria Windshield Repair. For six 
months, he was also the manager at the 
company’s store in Leesville. In 1997, 
When Alexandria Windshield Repair 
decided to close in Natchitoches Par-
ish, Rick decided it was time for him to 

take over the local business. It was at that 
time, he moved to the present location 
at 604 Keyser Avenue, and opened Rick’s 

Clear Vision. From 1984 to 1996, Rick worked on a Red River Realignment 
Project, and when it was completed, he decided to use his experience in 
windshield repair to go into the business. When asked why he wanted to 
stay in the glass business his laughing reply was “I like to eat.” His wife of 
almost 26 years, Pat is not only his partner in life, but also his business 
partner. Rick’s Clear Vision accepts claims from all insurance companies.

Fixing windshields isn’t the only thing Rick 
is good at! He is also the owner of Exotic 
Wood Pens. After purchasing a wood pen 
several years ago at the Melrose Planta-
tion Trade Days, he was inspired to learn 
the art of making them. Rick said he has al-
ways loved the beauty of the wood and de-
cided to try his hand at making wood pens. 
He ordered a DVD on wood pen making, 

and short-
ly thereafter found himself ordering the 
equipment to start his own business in 
2012. “I didn’t realize there was so many 
beautiful woods in the world until I start-
ed making the pens,” Rick stated. He 
has hundreds of pens in stock to choose 

from, or he can design one of your choice 
from 16 different styles. He uses approx-
imately 22 different types of wood from 

all over the word to make unique top-quality pens. His three most popu-
lar woods used are the Desert Ironwood from Arizona, the Amboyna Burl 
from Southeast Asia, and the Zebra Wood from Africa. His pens range from 
$20 to $35, and normally take 2 to 3 days to complete.

Rick’s Clear Vision/Exotic Woods Pens is located at 604 Keyser Avenue in 
Natchitoches. They are open Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m. You can al-
ways give them a call at 318-354-7772.
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Country Boy Restaurant 
Offers More Than Just 
Good Food
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

Recently, I had the pleasure of sitting 
down to talk with Joe and Rita DeBose. 
The original purpose of my visit was to 
discuss this article about Country Boy 
Restaurant; what I walked away with 
was much more than that.

Aside from their amazing food, one of the most prominent things you 
will notice about Country Boy is the family atmosphere. There isn’t a 
time I’ve stepped foot inside that I haven’t seen Mrs. Rita or Mr. Joe 
sitting down and having a good conversation with their patrons. I’m not 
talking the usual ‘hey how are you’. This couple is truly engaged with our 
community, and truly cares to hear about their customers!

When I asked Mrs. Rita to tell me one of the best things about having 

(Continued on page 3)
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Rick Zelle hard at work installing 
a windshield for a loyal customer. 
Rick’s Clear Vision specializes in 
windshield repair and replacement. 

A collection of exotic wood pens 
made locally by Rick Zelle of 
Exotic Wood Pens

 

More of the famous Exotic wood 
pens from Rick Zelle at Exotic  
Wood Pens in Natchitoches.
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Holiness
by Tommy Lewis

 1 Peter 1:13-16 NIV- “Therefore, 
with minds that are alert and fully 
sober, set your hope on the grace to 
be brought to you when Jesus Christ 
is revealed at His coming. As obedi-
ent children, do not conform to the 
evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance. But just as he who called 
you is holy, so be holy in all you do, 
for it is written: Be holy, because I am 
holy.” To be holy is to be separate or 
set apart, but it’s not a set of legalistic 
rules or standards pushed by man. It’s 
not a bunch of good deeds and works 
that you perform that makes you holy. 
It’s when God touches you and fill you 
with His Spirit that you become holy 
(separate, set apart, not like everyone else). Holiness can’t be earned but 
only given by God.

Holiness is a daily battle all of us face. Just because you are filled with His 
Spirit and are made holy doesn’t mean you automatically remain holy. In 
verse 14 it says, as obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires 
you had when you lived in ignorance. Do not conform or give into the evil 
desires you once gave into before you became holy. God has delivered 
you from that so don’t go back to those desires. Romans 12:1-2- “I be-
seech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reason-
able service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Every day we must present our bod-
ies as a living sacrifice to God and not conform to this world to remain 
holy. Holiness is not about what we can and can’t do. Holiness is about 
pleasing God at any cost and strengthening your relationship with Him 
every single day.

The more you work on your relationship with Jesus, the more you be-
come like Him. Be Holy for I am Holy. Matthew 21:12-13- “And Jesus went 
into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats 
of them that sold doves, And said unto them, it is written, My house shall 
be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.” 1 
Corinthians 6:19-20 - “What? Know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye not your 
own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your Spirit, which are God’s.” In order to remain holy, we have to 
be like Jesus and go into the temple (our body) and throw things out that 
shouldn’t be in there on a daily basis. You can’t be a living sacrifice if your 
temple is full of junk. Jesus threw those people out the temple because 
they were causing the temple to be something that it was never intended 
to be. You have to get those things out of your temple that’s causing it to 
be something it was never intended to be. When you do that, your rela-
tionship with God will grow so much stronger because you are becoming 
more like Him, and one day you will get to see Him face to face. Hebrews 
12:14 - “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord.”
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Open Letter from 
Natchitoches 
Councilman  
Russell Rachel

 
   Tommy Lewis, Youth Pastor 
   The Life Church, Many, LA

It’s with great pleasure that I get to visit with you 
again to keep you current on you Parish Govern-
ment. We recently finished our regular monthly 
council meeting. It was a relatively short agenda. The Council authorized 
the Parish President to proceed with the Hampton Road project by en-
tering into negotiations with Pan American Engineers. The owner ad-
vised the Council that if a contract is signed, work should begin in a few 
months. 

In other business, a few of the Council members have taken the time to 
call several Natchitoches Parish residents in an attempt to sway them 
into circulating a petition to force the Natchitoches Parish Government 
into calling an election to ask the voters into going back to the Police Jury 
form of government. They are trying to get as many people as possible to 
attend the March Parish Council meeting in an attempt to show force. I 
am encouraging everyone to think long and hard about this before jump-
ing on this bandwagon. Based on everything that I have seen, we are in 
the shape that we’re in because of the misspending and carelessness of 
the formal form of government, the Police Jury. 

It is in my opinion that the current form of government, the Parish Gov-
ernment, is the best form of government of the two if administered cor-
rectly. I admit that we have to do better in the way that we do business. 
This will only happen when we as a Council work together and stop call-
ing people and encouraging them to fight the government in an attempt 
to push their personal agendas so they can get back to their irresponsi-
ble way of conducting business with no regulations placed on them and 
allowing them to do anything they desire, whether legal or illegal. 

I am extending the invitation to every one of you to attend the regu-
lar meeting of the Parish Government on March 19, 2018 and let the 
Natchitoches Parish Council and the Natchitoches Parish Government 
hear from you on how you feel about what is trying to be done by a 
select few individuals and let us know that it is time to stop the shenan-
igans and start fixing roads. 

God bless you,

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council
District 5

Is your child in the right car seat? 
Make an 
appointment 
to have your 
seat inspect-
ed by NPSO 
Child Seat 
Certified 
Inspection 
Deputies.



Dean’s Golf Shirt 
Story
by Dean Lambert

Sometimes in life, things happen that are not 
really funny at all......not at the time....but are 
hilarious when time erodes away the sharp 
edges.....and the embarrassment is far re-
moved. Many years ago, early in my marriage, I 
took up golf, it was first of several times I start-
ed the game and I was somewhat obsessed. To 
get started I made a mad rush to a golf store in Shreveport and came out 
with various golfing items that included two golfing shirts that I grabbed 
off the shelves, along with other items.

The next Sunday, I was to play golf after church and as I was dressing for 
the service, I pulled out one of the shirts and decided to wear it to church. 
After all, it looked great, it was brown, my favorite color and it had a series 
of fine thin white lines in a pattern circling the cotton shirt. I quickly put 
the garment on and headed out. First to church and then after a quick trip 
back home, I would be off to the fairway.

I found myself seated at the First Methodist a Church listening to the 
sermon, ....but after awhile my mind started wandering away from the 
preachers words ....and I started thinking of the upcoming golf outing. It 
was a fine day for golf. I then discreetly started taking a closer look at my 
new golf shirt. I loved the brown color, but the thin write strips caught my 
attention. They were not straight lines, but curled and looped......then I 
realized they were not a random pattern, after a closer look, they started 
to appear more like cursive writing....looking even closer, the pattern took 
shape and became distinctive letters.....it was cursive writing .....then the 
letters suddenly jumped out.....the writing was two short words, writ-
ten over and over again, hundreds of times as they wrapped around the 
shirt....Oh No!

Suddenly this became the longest sermon I had ever set through in my 
life....or at least it seemed that way. I can truly say.....time passes real-
ly slow when you are sitting on a crowded church pew.....with a shirt 
that now clearly reads.......”Oh S#%t”.......written over and over and over 
again.....never was I so ready for the last amen. Lesson learned. Golf shirts 
are for golf courses.

Page 3| Around The Town                      March 2018

served the Sabine Parish community for almost 36 years, her reply was 
almost instant. “Meeting the people! It’s so rewarding to see the kids we 
served in the beginning bringing their children in now.”

July 1st of this year will mark 36 years Country Boy has been in business. 
“Joe walked in one day and told me he had bought Country Boy and that 
we were going into the food industry. I said WHAT!?” At that time, Mr. 
Joe was a machinist at a plywood mill, and Mrs. Rita was a stay-at-home 
mom. Mr. Joe and Mrs. Rita are the proud parents of three children: 
Mike DeBose of Baton Rouge, Stacey of Tennessee and Scott DeBose who 
serves as Many High School Band Director. 

So what has made Country Boy stand out above the rest? For one, their 
good food and good service they truly stand behind. Since the beginning, 
they haven’t changed the way they prepare any of their food. Why change 
a good thing? It’s been working for almost 36 years!

They pride themselves, as they should, in having the best fried chicken 
and fish around. Their chicken is marinated at least 24 hours before fry-
ing, giving it its ‘stand out from the crowd’ taste. They only serve the best 
USA farm raised catfish. Its traditional corn meal batter with the perfect 
seasoning blend is sure to make your mouth water – don’t forget the 
homemade tartar sauce! Their onion rings have always been, and will 
continue to be hand battered. Most all of their food items are hand bat-
tered, including their large shrimp which is one of the best sellers.

Whether you’re local, or just passing through, making a stop at Country 
Boy Restaurant is definitely worth your time! Your taste buds will thank 
you, but far beyond the good food, you will walk away with a true sense 
of family.

Country Boy is located at 105 North Highland in Many, LA. They are open 
Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. and on Sunday 10:00 
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. You can always call your order in ahead of time at 318-
256-3953.

technical colleges and NSU to deliver a job-ready workforce right here 
in District 31.” “The state that we love so much has many solutions to 
find, not the least of which is developing a process to plan and approve a 
state budget without staring every year over what has come to be called, 
the ‘Fiscal Cliff.’ It is irresponsible to continue with temporary fixes to a 
permanent and systemic problem. I will be the first to tell you that I don’t 
have the ‘magic’ answer to this and other issues we face. I will tell you 
that I will bring a common sense style of addressing those issues and, 
more importantly, I will work with anyone who is ready to roll up their 
sleeves to help Louisiana fix them once and for all. The ability to connect 
with people is important to accomplishment, not just on the campaign 
trail, but also in working with the other elected officials in Baton Rouge 
with whom your elected Senator will serve.”

Bernard is a life-long member of the First United Methodist Church in 
Natchitoches and a proud graduate of Northwestern State University. He 
has been married 44 years to Gayle Haworth Bernard. They have three 
children and four wonderful grandchildren. “I hope to meet as many of 
you as is possible on the very long campaign trail ahead. Perhaps we will 
not agree on every issue, but you can be assured of one thing … I will 
always … ALWAYS … take time to listen to what you have to say on any 
matter that is concerning to you. I ask for your support and your prayers 
in this endeavor.” The election for Senate District 31 will be in October 
of 2019. Bernard is seeking the office currently held by Senator Gerald 
Long, who is term limited.

Country Boy (continued from page 1) Louie Bernard (continued from page 1)

NSU Recognizes Veteran 
Allen Solomon
by Sid Hall, Military Affairs Coordinator/ROTC Manager
 
Imagine telling your mother that, at age 17, you had decided to leave 
high school with a handful of friends and cousins to join the Army and 
head off to war. Allen Solomon, now age 91, did just that in 1944. 

It was not long after when Allen, now a young private, found himself 
leaning across the railing of a Navy ship, seasick and headed to the Phil-
ippines. The Battle of Mindanao was fought from March to August 1945, 
and it was here that the young private’s military career ended with a 
single gunshot wound in his right hand. He and other members of his 
unit were low crawling to an L-shaped, 8-foot deep, Japanese-manned 
trench. Bullets strafed the ground in front of him and threw dirt in his 
eyes. He took his hand off his weapon to clear his eyes. The second it re-
turned to the rifle, a bullet pierced his hand and exited through his wrist. 
Mr. Solomon still recalls the sound of anti-aircraft gunfire surrounding his 
medivac flight off the island.

Solomon was recognized during the Feb. 14 basketball game at North-
western State, continuing the tradition of recognizing military veterans 
during athletic events.

Always a cowboy at heart, Solomon returned to Louisiana and to building 
the Red River Ranch. Eventually, his farmland spread from the Red Riv-
er to the Cane River. He still tends cattle in the hundreds along with his 
family, who has always stayed close by. Although the numerous surgeries 
saved his hand, it never fully recovered. He simply “learned to do without 
it, and that included bronc and bull riding and even a little calf roping,” 
he grinned.

Solomon’s daughter, Kathleen, now keeps her father’s World War II jack-
et along with his Purple Heart at her home on the ranch. They are much 
too precious to her and her siblings to be tucked away in a closet and 
forgotten.

Northwestern State University recognized Allen Solomon’s military ser-
vice Wednesday evening during the Demon basketball game. NSU Presi-
dent Dr. Chris Maggio offered thanks for his service to the nation and the 
community while the audience cheered in ovation.



   America’s Almost Forgot-
ten Heroes
 
  by Rickey Robertson

 America is a country that is filled with 
heroes. Sadly many of these heroes 
have almost been forgotten as the 
years pass. We are going to look at sev-
eral of America’s heroes who we don’t 
want to ever forget. My friend Rocky 
Wright and I often share stories of his-
torical events and American heroes and we got together to complete 
this remarkable story of some of America’s World War II African-Amer-
ican heroes who must not be forgotten.

 Just prior to and during World War II thousands and thousands of draft 
age men were called into the service of our nation. During the war years 
over 16 million men and women served in all branches of the military 
service. One thing often overlooked is the fact that 1.2 million of these 
service men and women were African Americans. African Americans 
served on the Homefront, in Europe, in the Pacific, in China-India-Bur-
ma, and wherever American forces were deployed. And these African 
Americans served with honor and courage wherever they were sent .

 Before America entered into World War II, American military command-
ers and leaders in the War Department were back and forth on the use 
of “colored” troops in the military. But General Leslie McNair success-
fully argued for Black troops to be allowed into segregated units in the 
Army. One of the first units to be tried and tested would be at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana. The 761st Tank Battalion was made up of African 
American soldiers with both White and some Black officers and was 
formed and activated on April 1, 1942 at Camp Claiborne. This unit had 
a very distinctive shoulder insignia of a Black Panther and they became 
known as “Patton’s Panthers” during World War II. The unit motto was 
“Come Out Fighting” and they were definitely a fighting combat unit! 
While at Camp Claiborne the 761st participated in maneuvers through-
out Louisiana and became very proficient in their M5 Stuart tanks. 
The unit learned armor maneuver tactics, gunnery, and maintenance 
of their tanks. As their training ended in Louisiana the 761st was sent 
to Camp Hood, Texas where they received newer M4 Sherman tanks. 
They again had to learn how to use the mighty Sherman tanks, machine 
guns, mortars, and 75mm guns. During all their training the 761st was 
rated “Superior” by General Ben Lear, who commanded the U.S. Sec-
ond Army.

 Upon deploying from the United States, the 761st stopped briefly in En-
gland for training and familiarization, and on October 10, 1944 the unit 
landed in France and crossed over Omaha Beach. When they arrived in 
France they were assigned to General Patton’s Third Army and the 26th 
Division. The unit was comprised of 6 White officers, 30 Black officers, 
and 676 Black enlisted men. The 761st went into combat shortly after 
arriving in France, and during November 15th to 19th, S/Sgt. Ruben 
Rivers of the little Black Community of Holtaka, Oklahoma, became one 
of the first heroes of the 761st due to his actions with Company A in 
battle near Guebling, France against German Tiger tanks. S/Sgt. Rivers, 
though wounded, continued to lead his unit until his tank was hit by 
German fire and he was killed. His actions were almost forgotten along 
with other Black soldiers who had accomplished heroic acts on the field 
of battle. Sadly, African American soldiers were not given medals due to 
the great courage and risk of life that other units and soldiers received. 
Many Black soldiers were nominated for the Congressional Medal of 
Honor and many did receive battlefield commissions, but none received 
the Medal of Honor during World War II. But Black heroes were not to 
be forgotten.

 After reviewing the many Medal of Honor nominations from World War 
II, on January 13, 1997 President Bill Clinton awarded the Medal of Hon-
or to the following African American soldiers: S/Sgt. Ruben Rivers 761st 
Tank Battalion (France 1944), 1st Lieutenant Vernon J. Baker 92nd In-
fantry Division (Italy 1945), S/Sgt. Edward Carter Jr. 12th Armored Divi-
sion (Germany 1945), 1st Lieutenant John R. Fox 92nd Infantry Division 
(Germany 1945), PFC. Willy F. James, Jr. 104th Infantry Division (Ger-
many 1945), Captain Charles L. Thomas 103rd Infantry Division (France 
1944), and Pvt. George Watson 29th Quartermaster Regiment (New 
Guinea 1943). Finally after all these many years, the valor displayed by 
these African American’s had been recognized.

Page 4| Around The Town                      March 2018

 But let’s remember there were many many more African American units, 
commanders, and soldiers who served with great distinction also. On De-
cember 7, 1941 Doris Miller, US Navy mess steward, fought so bravely 
he received the Navy Cross for his gallantry during the Japanese attack 
at Pearl Harbor. Colonel Benjamin O. Davis Jr. commanded the famous 
Tuskegee Airmen of the 332nd Fighter Group and they escorted heavy 
bombers on their missions against German targets. They NEVER lost a 
bomber to enemy fighter attacks and the White officers and men of the 
15th Air Forces always knew they were safe when the “Red Tails” of the 
332nd showed up as their escorts . From artillery, infantry, tank destroy-
er, naval, and air force units African Americans did their job in the fight 
for freedom despite the fact they did not receive the recognition due to 
them and the fact they were segregated from other White units during 
the war. But President Harry S. Truman changed this due to the brave ac-
tions of African American soldiers when in 1948 he began to desegregate 
all the armed forces in the United States.

 There are so many stories and facts about our African American heroes 
that I cannot list them all in my tribute to them. But it gives us incentive to 
want to find out and learn more of these almost forgotten heroes. I want 
to congratulate Rocky Wright for purchasing and donating a portrait post-
er of S/Sgt. Ruben Rivers, African American Medal of Honor winner to the 
Sabine Parish Library. This portrait will be displayed at the Main Branch of 
the Sabine Parish Library in Many, Louisiana for all those visiting to see. 
A great way to remember an African American Hero ! I have seen it and 
it is so great ! Please stop in and view this print along with the display for 
Black History Month at the library.

 Even though they were not treated equally many times during their ser-
vice, African Americans fought beside their White counterparts during 
World War II, and in today’s military they make up the greatest fighting 
force known and that is the United States Military ! For those who have 
served in battle there is one statement that will ring true to this day and 
that is “there are no atheists and racists in a foxhole”. In America we are 
truly blessed as the Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave due to all 
of our heroes and of the sacrifices they have made for our great nation!

The 761st Tank Battalion were 
equipped with M4 Sherman tanks 
such as this World War II Sherman 
on display at the Ft. Polk Museum. 
(Robertson Collection)

Front gate of Camp Claiborne as it 
looked when the 761st Tank Battalion 
trained there during World War II. 
(Robertson Collection)

Camp Claiborne Post Headquarters as 
it looked during World War II when 
the 761st Tank Battalion trained at 
that location. (Robertson Collection)

The entrance to Camp Claiborne has 
been restored by the US Forest Ser-
vice just as it looked when the 781st 
Tank Battalion trained there during 
World War II. (Robertson Collection)

Print of Medal of Honor Winner S/
Sgt. Ruben Rivers 761st Tank Bat-
talion that was donated by Rocky 
Wright now is displayed at the Sabine 
Parish Library in Many, La. (Robertson 
Collection)

Closeup picture of the poster print 
showing S/Sgt. Ruben Rivers Medal 
of Honor Winner 761st Tank Battalion 
located at the Sabine Parish Library 
in Many, La. This wonderful print was 
donated by Rocky Wright of Many, 
La. in honor of all African American 
military heroes. (Robertson Collec-
tion)
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Eating in the 50’s: 

• Pasta had not been invented. It was macaroni or spaghetti. 
• Curry was a surname. 
• Taco? Never saw one till I was 23. 
• All chips were plain. 
• Oil was for lubricating, fat was for cooking. 
• Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves and never green. 
• Cubed sugar was regarded as posh. 
• Chickens didn’t have fingers in those days. 
• None of us had ever heard of yogurt. 
• Healthy food consisted of anything edible! 
• Cooking outside was called camping. 
• Seaweed was not a recognized food. 
• ‘Kebab’ was not even a word, never mind a food. 
• Sugar enjoyed a good press in those days, and was regarded as 

being white gold.         
• Prunes were medicinal and stewed. 
• Surprisingly Muesli was readily available. It was called cattle feed. 
• Pineapples came in chunks or were round with a hole in the middle, 

in a tin; we had only ever seen a picture of a real one. 
• Water came out of the tap. If someone had suggested bottling it 

and charging more than gasoline for it, they would have become a 
laughing stock. 

• There were three things that we never ever had on/at our table in 
the fifties .. elbows, hats and cell phones! 

• But we always had prayer! 

• and there was always two choices for each meal... “Take it” or 
“Leave it” - Right on! 

Why Hollywood 
could win an 
Oscar for 
stereotyping 
African 
Americans
By Edwin Crayton

Best picture. Best actor. Best Actress, Best Screenplay. If this year’s Acad-
emy Awards also handed out an Oscar for most stereotypes of blacks 
and other minorities, many creative people in Hollywood would win that 
statue too.

From the early days of the movie industry, Hollywood has created insult-
ing, damaging images of African Americans in particular. In the 1920s, 
the 1929 breakthrough film “The Jazz Singer” received an honorary Oscar 
because it was the first picture to bring sound to the screen. But the film 
deserved no awards for racial sensitivity as the star, Al Jolson performed 
his biggest scene in blackface---smeared with black shoe polish to make 
him look like a grotesque image of a black person—unfortunately, whites 
performing in blackface became common to that period.
In the 1930s, legendary African American Actress Hattie McDaniel was 
criticized by some African Americans for always playing a maid. The wit-
ty Ms. McDaniel responded “I’d rather play one than be one”. Although 
that’s a funny, insightful line, her critics did have a point. In that period 
most black actors played servants, some of whom were dumb and lazy 
such as a rail slender, heavy eye-lidded man named Lincoln Perry. On-
screen he was known as Stepin Fetchit. To put it bluntly, his characters 
were too lazy to spit. Yet, Perry off-screen was sharply dressed and ac-
tually well-off financially. The damage to blacks from roles like his was 
tremendous. Some whites used his “shiftless” image to justify their prej-
udices.

In the late 1930’s and 40s things improved just a bit. Black actors and 
actresses made the most of roles they were given and turned in bril-
liant performances that defiantly tweaked the stereotypes of the time. 
Bill Robinson, a truly talented black dancer teamed with the infectiously 
charming Shirley Temple to create memorable dance routines that both 
entertained audiences and humanized his characters. A triumph. Perhaps 
Robinson’s work helped pave the way for the first major breakthrough in 
the liberation of the black image onscreen. I’m talking about the stellar 
1939 performance of a black woman from Wichita, Kansas named Hattie 
McDaniel. She had played maids in films. But in 1939, her role as “Mam-
my” in the Academy Award-winning, blockbuster “Gone With The Wind”, 
really turned heads. She gave the character humanity and realism, sprin-
kled with humor. The role won her a well-deserved Oscar, the first won 
by a black person—or any person of color. Yet, at the historic Oscar cere-
mony in 1940, she suffered the humiliation of being made to sit at a table 
separated from the rest of the cast. World War II helped the struggle for 
better images. Black soldiers returning home from overseas after fighting 
cruel Nazi racism against the Jews wanted to see change at home too. 
Black groups organized and protested stereotypes onscreen. In the 40s 
and 50s, Hollywood slowly began to come to its senses and offer slightly 
better images. But really it was great performances from talented black 
actors and actresses that turned the tide.

In the turbulent 1960s, a Bahamian-American, Sidney Poitier symbolized 
the new black actor as well as the new black person in America. In that 
era, blacks were fighting for equal rights. In 1963, Poitier put an expla-
nation point on Civil Rights victories by winning best actor for his role in 
“Lilies of the Field”. Poitier’s characters were attractive, intelligent and 
profound. It was a turning point. Since then we’ve seen Oscar wins by 
black actors, actresses, writers and directors. But the fight against dis-
crimination in Hollywood is not quite over. Turn on your TV or computer 
and you’ll see stereotypes that persist. For instance, black characters in 
movies or TV shows are usually sidekicks. Black women are frequently 
“sassy” with lots of attitude. Drug dealers are more often than not, young 
black men. When blacks have their own show, it’s usually a sitcom. Too 
many African American characters or families live in ghettos. Hip hop is 
portrayed as the mainstream lifestyle of blacks. While hip hop is popular 
it’s just one aspect of black culture.

To be sure, there has been progress and African Americans are doing 
better in Hollywood both in front of and behind the camera. Indeed, re-
cently blacks won Oscars and other major industry prizes for their work 

as performers and even for work as directors, writers and producers in 
TV, the movies and electronic entertainment. But there is room for much 
improvement.

Today, the minority group that is facing new stereotyping and greatly in-
creased Hollywood image persecution is Christians. As American society 
moves farther from biblical morality, Christians are facing the kind of ste-
reotyping that blacks once dealt with. For instance, on many TV come-
dies such as the animated series “The Family Guy” characters frequently 
make fun of the fact that Christians don’t believe in homosexuality due 
to the Bible’s stance that gay marriage and homosexuality are sins (Levit-
icus 18:22 prohibits same sex unions and so does Romans 1:26-32 and 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11). Often, characters in movies sleep together with-
out being married and again, this is in opposition with Christian beliefs 
that any sex between unmarried people is a sin (1 Corinthians, Chapter 
6). Generally, when Hollywood portrays the opinions of Christians on any 
controversial subject, it shows us as being narrow and mean spirited, ig-
noring the fact that Christianity is a religion of love and does not in fact, 
teach hatred of sinners. Christians only hate the sin itself, not the sinner. 
Yet, rarely is a Christian character who agrees with biblical morality por-
trayed as humane and loving.

It almost seems Hollywood will always find a group to stereotype. Per-
haps that’s simply so because the people who produce, write and direct 
films are just like us. They bring their likes and dislikes to their work just 
as we all do. Christians and any group that feels the sting of Hollywood 
cultural bias can be encouraged by the long but successful struggles of 
African American to liberate and rehabilitate the black image on the silver 
screen, TV and Internet. Despite decades of negative portrayals, African 
Americans in general overcame much prejudice through prayer, pushing 
back and appealing to and depending on a gracious, righteous God to 
make things right, both onscreen and off.

“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.”---Jesus in Matthew 
5:11

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 
–2 Timothy 3:12



That Ye Have 
LOVE One to 
Another
by Pastor Jim Manning

“By this shall all men know that ye are my dis-
ciples, that ye have love one to another” (John 
13:35). February was “I Love My Church” month 
at The Life Church in Many. We had a love fest 
all month long—loving on God for His blessings 
to us, loving on each other, and having a great 
time together. During a month characterized 
by showing love, it was only fitting that we ex-
tended that love to our church family!

According to the Word of God, showing love to fellow believers is vitally 
important to living out our Christianity. In fact, it’s not just one way we 
should live it out; it is THE way that others will know that we are follow-
ers of Christ. That’s what the Word says! If we are truly God-followers, 
we will strive to live the Word, Genesis to Revelation, including the parts 
that are sometimes difficult for us. You know what I mean, don’t you? 
The parts that instruct us to love our enemies, to refrain from slander 
and gossip, or to deny our fleshly desires—those and other portions of 
the Word challenge us; and yet, if we are going to call ourselves Chris-
tians we must embrace it all and keep on loving, forgiving, and repenting.

No one can wound us like the people we love. Think about that. If some-
one isn’t important to you, they really have no power to wound you, but 
if someone you love says or does something offensive it can cut deeply. 
It is inevitable that if we love, we will be wounded at some point. This 
doesn’t mean our offender meant to hurt us. We all occasionally say or 
do things we didn’t mean.

So, we have two options: we can hold on to the offense and build walls 
to protect ourselves from future hurt, or we can choose to forgive and 
continue to love and allow others to love us. The second is the only bib-
lical option. This is particularly essential in the body of Christ. Oh, the 
offenses that happen in the church! How can that be, though? Shouldn’t 
the church be a place free of offense? Let’s look at this. A church is a 
group of people of varied ages with varied backgrounds and upbringing, 
each person individually knit together by their Creator with a different 
personality type, and on top of that, there are as many opinions in the 
group as there are people. With that picture in mind, it makes perfect 
sense why Jesus said, “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
that ye have love one to another.” Only one thing could keep that group 
together through all their differences and their humanity—LOVE! Love 
for each other and love for the common purpose we share. If others see 
that this group of very different people with their various backgrounds 
and opinions can come together, forgive each other of offenses that oc-
cur, and be united as they run toward the same goal, they will know that 
it must be a God thing! It is a God-kind-of-love!

God never expected us to be cookie-cutter Christians. He’s the One who 
created us as unique individuals, and we bring our unique gifts and abil-
ities together to propel His Kingdom forward. Philippians 2:2 (NIV) says, 
“then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being one in spirit and of one mind.” When we have “the same love” and 
bind our hearts to the purpose God has created for the church—to share 
the gospel with the world—we can survive through the hurt and pain 
that comes along with being human. We will make mistakes. We will 
even make bad choices that have a negative impact on those around us. 
We will say things we should have thought about before we spoke. But 
we are His disciples, and when we are full of His Spirit we can decide to 
forgive, repent, care, encourage, serve, and reach through any distrac-
tion so we can accomplish the purpose God Himself gave to us. That 
purpose outweighs it all!

I love my church. In fact, I love THE church of the living God! Do you?
If you don’t have a church to love, come let us love YOU at The Life 
Church!
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   Pastor Jim Manning
   The Life Church -  
   Many, LA

The Murder 
Room
by Junior Johnson

I have been an avid reader most of my 
life and my favorite author is James Lee 
Burke (other than myself with “Tales Of A 
Boy From Cane River” and “CoCo Bed Jus-
tice”).  Burke’s first book “Lost Get-Back 
Boogie” was rejected 111 times before the 
LSU Press took a chance and published the 
work in 1986.  Burke became an immediate 
success after that. His stories about David 
Robicheaux, a Homicide Detective with the New Iberia Sheriffs Depart-

ment has been made into two movies, the last 
of which was “Electric Mist” which was filmed 
in New Iberia and starring Tommy Lee Jones as 
Robicheaux in 2009.  In my opinion it was an 
excellent murder mystery.

In all of his “Robicheaux” stories he referred to 
the Teche Motel which is an actual Motor Court 
located on the beautiful Bayou Teche, and a 
few blocks from the historic “Shadows On The 
Teche” landmark.

I had stayed at the Teche Motel 
on a few occasions before while 
in New Iberia for work related 
business. The setting along the 
Bayou Teche is magnificent..

I planned a trip with my then 13 
year old grandson Noah to visit 
my dear friend Scuba Bill about teaching Noah the art of SCUBA...

When we arrived at the Teche Motel to get our 
room, Mrs. Rosebud, the Owner, after seeing my 
young Grandson, said she would put us in the 
“Murder Room”.  In the movie, a scene was filmed 
where a murder/suicide took place, with a lot of 
the usual blood & gore. There was actually a DVD 
in the room with the Movie that we could watch.

My Noah just loved  the fact that he would actually sleep in a room where 
a MURDER took place.....He understood this was just a movie, but curled 
up and slept in bed with me that 
night.

I recommend James Lee Burke’s 
books, and if you have a little time, 
you might check out mine..

If you are in the New Iberia area, you 
might ask Mrs. Rosebud at the Teche 
Motel If the “Murder Room” is avail-
able.....

James Lee Burke

739 Larry Street Zwolle LA  71486
Brick home with 3 BD 2.5 BA  2176 sq ft +/-

0.36 acres +/-, privacy fence around the back
Anna E. Remedies, Listing Agent 318-508-0680

Contact us for more details:
Ronald D. Brandon-Broke/Owner

318-471-5075

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948
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Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, TRU

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets

Seafood • Steak Fingers
Hand Battered Onion Rings

Livers • Breast Filets
Much, Much More

256-3953
105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Call In
Orders To Go

OPEN
Mon-Sat

10am-10pm
Sunday

10am-3pm

Beyond the 
Garden
By: Jennifer Byles

Crepe Myrtles-To Prune or Not to 
Prune?
by Jennifer Byles

February through early March is the 
time to prune most shrubs and sum-
mer flowering trees.  Pruning trees 
will enhance the shape of trees and 
will give you the opportunity to cor-
rect any problems it may have.

The controversial question of pruning Crepe Myrtles is debated by 
many.  Crepe Myrtles are pruned by homeowners with the intention of 
“reshaping” the tree or to promote more blooms, however, neither of 
these actually do what was intended.  While pruning can and should be 
done, the proper technique should be used.  

Pruning the trees is primarily done to eliminate crossed branches or 
those rubbing against each other.  These should be removed to avoid 
wounding the tree.  Lower branches and “suckers” at the base of the 
tree may be pruned as well.  Thinning the inner thin branches can give 
the Crepe Myrtle a cleaner prettier look.

Before planting a Crepe Myrtle, homeowners should research the 
different varieties available.  There are numerous colors, heights, and 
shapes to choose from.  While some grow taller than others, some are 
shorter and spread out wider similar to a mushroom.  Keep in mind 
that all varieties will continue to grow to their natural shape again over 
time.  If you desire a smaller tree then that variety should be planted 
rather than “butchering” a taller tree!

Crepe Myrtles are a favorite most valuable landscaping tree.  They are 
known for their colorful long blooming flowers, attractive bark, and 
beautiful shape when cared for properly.

Blazin A’s Steak and Seafood
1949 Hwy 117 • Provencal, LA 71468

(318) 472-6999
Tuesday - Saturday    11AM - 8 PM

Owner: Charlene Womack
“Home of the Old-Fashioned Hamburgers”

Ribeyes • T-Bones • Sirloins • Seafood Platters

Daily Lunches • 11AM ‘til 2PM
All you can eat Catfish with Salad Bar

Thursday, Friday & Saturday • 5PM ‘till Closing
Free Salad Bar w/Entree - Dine In Only

Try our famous Taters: Bomb.com, Taco, Cajun & Chicken Fried

HOT SUNDAY LUNCH
1st Sunday of Each Month - 11am to 2 pm

Choice of 1 Entree, 2 Vegetables & Tea - $8.50 + Tax

abine Mfd HomesS
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 Happy Hours 
Painting Class 
at Many 
Historic Depot 
Museum
 by Mary Key Brocato

 Spring has almost sprung, and the Happy 
Hours painting class on Saturday, March 10, 
reflects that.

 Purple Magnolia blossoms, a sure sign of spring, are the subject of the 
Saturday painting class at the Many Historic Depot Museum.

 Artist Kimberley Remedies, who teaches the class, says purple magno-
lia blooms always symbolize spring for her and she thought her students 
would enjoy painting them.

 The Happy Hours class is from 1 to 4 p.m. When the class is over, students 
will take home their paintings of the magnolia blooms.

 Charge for the class is only $20 which 
covers the cost of materials and sup-
plies. All the students have to bring is 
enthusiasm. To reserve a spot in the 
class, students should call Ms. Remedies 
at 337-424-6526.

 Happy Hours Painting classes are taught 
on the second Saturday afternoon of 
each month at the Depot Art Guild lo-
cated in Many’s Historic Depot Museum.

820 Fisher Road, Many LA 71449
Phone: 318-256-8001

www.awmany.com

SAVE YOUR GREEN
Late Model • Premium

Pre-Owned Cars, Trucks & SUVs
Present this ad with your purchase and receive a $25 gas card

Premium Financing Available
Sub-Prime Welcome

Virginia Cosenza
Lacey Ford Rivers

James Hubbard
John Testa

Household 
Poisons
by Herbert de Launay

Are there poisons in our homes? It would 
seem that a home should be a safe place for 
everyone. But many items in our home can 
be dangerous for children and pets and even 
harmful to you and me.

 Many everyday items in our homes, items 
we purchase at local stores, can be harmful 
to us. Consider insecticides and pesticides. If those ingredients are poi-
sonous to bugs, then probably they are not healthy for you and me either.

Many common cleaners have warnings on them about skin exposure or 
the need for adequate ventilation when they are used. It is important to 
read the labels.

 If you and I are not chemists, then we need to be careful about mixing 
different cleaners. Some chemicals can have dangerous reactions and 
give off fumes when they are mixed. Usually the label warns us about 
this, but frequently the print is small.

 One time a friend asked me to get something to unclog her drain. I read 
the label and thought of her little grandchildren. I did not buy it. I did 
not want poisons in her house. There were simple non-chemical ways to 
unclog her drain.

 A recent news article said, “Cleaning products linked to poorer lung func-
tion.” The article said that a wash cloth and water were good enough for 
most purposes. Apparently the chemicals in many cleaning products irri-
tate the mucous lining in our lungs and can cause damage over a period 
of time.

A New York Times article suggested, “Want Cleaner Air? Try Using Less 
Deodorant.” It said that the things that keep us smelling good also fill the 
air in our homes with polluting chemicals. This includes perfumes, paints, 
and other consumer products.

Engineers have improved vehicles so that they give off less pollution than 
they did years ago. But now we need to consider the things we bring into 
our home and the chemicals we are exposed to in other ways.

 Many spray products can be dangerous if not used properly or with ade-
quate ventilation. Read the labels. Check under the kitchen sink or bath-
room lavatory. Check the storeroom. Are there old cleaners there? Can 
your children or pets get to them?

Avoid overusing some products. Read the label. How much is appropri-
ate? For example, how much laundry detergent is enough for the clothes 
I am washing? Usually the label has suggestions.

Happy
St.

Patrick’s
Day

GARAGE DOOR ART
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Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek to pro-
vide the people of this area with news and infor-
mation about the current events and happen-
ings in the categories of dining, entertainment, 
sports and the arts, while providing a venue for 
retail and commercial establishments, as well 
as local artisans, non-profit and service organi-
zations to present themselves to the public. We 
also strive to feature some of the rich history 
and culture this area is particularly known for. 

Business Cards
stationery • Post Cards

stiCkers • Banners
raffle/event tiCkets

invitations
PolitiCal items

Posters • flyers
door Hangers

menus
PassPort PHotos

muCH more!

(CoPy & fax availaBle)

24142 Hwy 191, Zwolle, la 71486
(loCated in tHe derksen PortaBle Building lot)

(offiCe) 318-645-7673
(Cell) 318-461-7882
(fax) 318-645-7670

Let us be 
your

One-Stop
Print Shop!

We can design
your project for you
or use your photo-ready design!

NPSO Accepting 
Applications for 
LSA Scholarship
 
Natchitoches Parish Sheriff Victor 
Jones has announced the availabili-
ty of a $500 college scholarship for a 
Natchitoches Parish graduating high 
school senior.
 
The scholarship is made available 
each year through the Louisiana Sher-
iff’s Honorary Membership Program 
to help defray the cost associated 
with higher education. One scholar-
ship is awarded in each parish where 
the sheriff participates in the Honorary Membership Program.
 
To qualify for a scholarship, the recipient must be a permanent resident 
of Louisiana, plan to enroll as a full-time undergraduate student, and 
agree to use the scholarship at a Louisiana institute of higher education. 
Applications must be eligible for admission to the school indicated on 
their application.
 
The deadline to apply is March 19. Completed applications should be 
mailed to Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office, Attention: Deputy Sandra 
Moreau, P.O. Box 266, Natchitoches, LA 71457 or can be delivered in 
person to the Sheriff’s Office at 200 Church Street.
 
Scholarship winner will be announced by May 1. To receive an applica-
tion contact the Sheriff’s Office at 318-357-7802

Come enjoy a fun evening
featuring

Humorist Clyde Ray Webber, Jr.
Music by Steve Wells

Thursday, March 8th, 2018
6PM at the

Natchitoches Event Center
750 Second Street

LOUIE BERNARD
Candidate for State Senate

District 31

Email your mailing address for tickets to:
louiebernardforsenate@gmail.com

Mail payment for tickets to:
Louie Bernard for Senate

PO Box 32
Natchitoches, LA 71458

$5000 per couple

 HAPPY HOURS CRAFT 
CLASS IS ON MARCH 17
by Mary Key Brocato

 The third Saturday of each month is Happy Hours for people who like to 
do crafts and make things to display in their homes
.
 Shanna Dees Gaspard, president of the Depot Art Guild, knows just what 
kinds of crafts make people happy. She will be teaching her students how 
to make mesh spring wreaths for their front doors on Saturday, March 17.
 Her class is from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Depot Art Guild located in Many’s His-
toric Depot Museum. The cost for the class is $20 which is used to pay for 
the materials and supplies.

 “Spring is here,”Gaspard says, “and 
we want something light and refresh-
ing on our front doors...something 
that reminds us of spring. These 
wreaths, in several spring like colors 
are guaranteed to do just that.”

 Gaspard says the Happy Hours cre-
ative classes are a great way to spend 
a Saturday afternoon. She said,”Our 
students enjoy visiting with old 
friends and meeting new friends. It’s 
lots of fun for everyone, and best of 
all you take away something beauti-
ful for your home.”

 Happy Hours creative classes are 
offered the first four Saturday after-
noons of every month. Students can 
take photography, painting, crafting, or jewelry making classes. Best of 
all, for the low class fee, they get to take their creations home with them. 

 The classes are sponsored by the Town of Many, Mayor Ken Freeman, the 
Many Cultural District Advisory Committee, and the Depot Art Guild.ONLINE EDITION! 

AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com 
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City Marshal Randy Williams wanted to inform the following people 
that they have outstanding bench warrants through the Natchitoches 
City Marshal’s Office. The names on this list did not pay their fines in 
full nor did they return to court on the court date they were sentenced 
to by City Court Judge Gahagan. These individuals will need to clear up 
their fines and bench warrant fees at the City Marshal’s Office located 
at 373 Second St. to stop any further action:

FINE PAYMENT (F):
Genesha Franklin, 127 Amanda Dr, Natch, La – SPOM, No Insurance, 
Exp Registration
Lorenzo Lewis, 808 Dorothy St, Natch, La – TBS
Charolette Philyaw, 194 Yvonne St, Natch, La – TBS
Brian Rachal, 110 Sycamore Court, Natch, La – DWI
Robin Taylor, 276 Cherrie Loop, Natch, La – Exp MVI
Shawn Anthony, 9336 Hwy 1 South, Natch, La – No DL
Eleta Washington, 568 Grow St, Montgomery, La – NSB
Clifford Casson, 2692 Hwy 6, Natch, La – DWI
Byron Golston, 7616 Hwy 71, Natchez, La – TBS
Laquanda Joseph, 1414 Hwy 1 Apt 205, Natch, La – Exp MVI, Turning 
Movement
Christopher Jones, 716 Myrtle Dr, Natch, La – Switched Plates
Linda Kent, 100 Rolling Hills Loop Lot 10C, Coushatta, La – TBS
Henry Malancon, 308 Daffodill St, Goryville, La – No DL
Harold Peterson, 940 South Bend, Natch, La – Unlicensed Driver
Richard Smith, 233 Pierson St, Natch, La – SPOM
Rebecca Brewer, 374 Hwy 153, Natch, La – TBS
Matina Dorsey Jr., 831 Clarence Dr, Natch, La – No Insurance
Willie Easily, 298 Vienna Rd Lot 20, Natch, La – SPOM
Ryan Fowler, 1514 Amulet St, Natch, La – SPOM
David Hardwell, 618 Jackson Dr, Natch, La – DUS

Trial (T):
Elsie Booker, 1316 Washington St, Natch, La – Unlicensed Driver, Ran 
Stop Sign
Brittany Johnson, 119 South Bend Dr, Natch, La – Remaining on Prem-
ises
Sharon Morrow, 140 Gibson St Apt 2, Natch, La – Simple Battery
Trayvontrell Akins, 247 Lake Dr, Natch, La – TBS
Dane Olivero, 322 2nd St, Natch, La – Public Possession of Alcohol Un-
der 21
Harold Remo, 106 Harry Dr, Natch, La – No Vehicle Registration
Demario Sykes, 311 East 2nd St, Natch, La – Simple Assault

DO YOU HAVE A 
WARRANT?

New Media Will Host 
Gallery Exhibition
by Emily Zeringeb, Dept. of New Media
 
NSU Communications students and faculty will showcase their pho-
tography and graphic design skills in a New Media Gallery Exhibition 
March 19-31 in Gallery 2, New Fine Arts Building. The exhibition will 
also honor and feature work by the late Robert Crew, a beloved NSU 
graduate, university executive and noted photographer.

 A first for the Department 
of New Media, this exhi-
bition was inspired by the 
quality of student work pro-
duced for classes and stu-
dent media. Instructor Em-
ily Zering, who also earned 
her master’s in art at NSU, 
proposed the event and 
has coordinated with Leslie 
Gruesbeck, associate professor of art and gallery coordinator, and Dr. 
Ron McBride, who teaches photojournalism. 

“In addition to providing students with a foundation for becoming 
photojournalists, it is important for them to prepare a portfolio that 
demonstrates their talent and understanding of a discipline that sug-
gests a photo can become a stand-alone story. I have witnessed in their 
assignments how they grasp the objectives and demonstrate their in-
terpretation of the elements of good photojournalism,” said McBride, 
former journalism department head and current adjunct faculty mem-
ber. “I have been amazed at the quality of work, especially when you 
consider most have never used a DSLR camera. I’m delighted for them 
to have the opportunity to exhibit their work in the department’s Stu-
dent Showcase.”

Besides showcasing student and faculty work, the exhibition is de-
signed to increase student awareness about media industry career op-
portunities and the importance of visual communication skills.

“As a department within the School of Creative and Performing Arts, 
it’s important for our students and faculty to showcase their creative 
talent,” said Dr. Paula Furr, New Media Department head. “We are so 
honored that the Crew family has chosen our department to award 
an annual scholarship to a student from Louisiana majoring in digital 
media/journalism.”

The gallery exhibition is open to the campus and public. A reception 
March 22 from 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. in Hanchey Gallery is also open to the 
public. Those who plan to attend are encouraged to RSVP at www.nsu-
lastudentshowcase.com.

The website has more information or contact Emily Zering at zeringe@
nsula.edu.
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Outpatient Medical Center, Inc.
Providing Quality Healthcare To All

Natchitoches
1640 Breazeale Springs Rd.

Natchitoches, LA 71457
1-800-268-5872

Leesville
908 S. 10th St.

Leesville, LA 71446
1-800-308-7569

Tallulah
804 Beech St.
Tallulah, LA

1-800-308-7566

Keeping You
INFORMED & Healthy
Dear Parish Families,
 In an effort to better serve you in 2018, did you know Outpatient 
Medical Center, Inc.:

• Offers Urgent Care Services? It is more cost effective for you to 
seek Urgent Care Services in our health system than at the hos-
pital.

• Offers same day walkin services? While we prefer that our pa-
tients call to make an appointment, we realize and respect the 
fact that sometimes when you’re not feeling well, simply walking 
in to receive the compassionate services you deserve is easier 
than trying to make an appointment.

• Has expanded our service offering to include school-based ser-
vices? We encourage the staff and parents of students at L.P. 
Vaughn and Natchitoches Junior High School to utilize our L.P. 
Vaughn school-based health center for your primary care needs.

• Will soon commence offering substance abuse treatment ser-
vices across our health system to meet a growing parish family 
need for said services? Helps parish families qualify for Medic-
aid and other insurance coverage available on the healthcare ex-
change? To date our dedicated Outreach and Enrollment Services 
staff have helped thousands of parish families qualify for same.

• Will soon offer primary care services until 6pm and on Saturdays 
to better accommodate working families who find it hard to get 
to the doctor during the regular workday/work week? We under-
stand and are sensitive to the fact that cost-effective healthcare 
needs to be there for you when/where you can most easily ac-
cess it and so we’re expanding our hours of operation to beter 
meet your primary care needs.

• Continues to expand our Behavioral Health Services service line 
to meet a growing parish family need for said services?

• Is working hard to continually improve the sensitivity and pro-
fessionalism with which we care for you? At Outpatient Medi-
cal Center, Inc, we see, honor and respect you for the wonderful 
person that you are. You are not just another number. Daily, our 
Administration encourages, motivates and demands our dedicat-
ed employees to treat you, our valued patient, with the dignity, 
honor, respect and cultural sensitivity you deserve.

• Is seeing more community families bring their children back to 
our health system? We humbly thank you and want to see more 
of our parish families trust Outpatient Medical Center, Inc., for 
their childrens medical, dental and behavioral health services 
needs.

• We have written commitments for over $700,000 in new health 
center funding to increase colorectal screenings, increase pre-di-
abetes screenings, to issue free diabetic monitors and test strips 
to patients who qualify to receive same, to expand behavioral 
health services across our health system and to expand primary 
care services across our health system?

 For the first time in decades, our health system is stabilized and our 
clinical team is 90%+ staffed. Equally important, our health system is fi-
nancially strong and we are well-positioned for a strong 2018!!!!!!!
 The more the community uses your community health system, the 
more of our valued parish families we are priviliged to care for and the 

more parish families we can create jobs 
for (smile). And as I close, let me ask 
for your immediate support with this: 
Federal funding for Community Health 
Centers across this country is at risk. 
The very systems that at one point did 
not want to treat the uninsured and un-
der-insured are lobying hard to transfer 
federal funding currently going to sup-
port community health centers across 
this country into their health systems, 
which would result in thousands of com-
munity health centers closing across the 
country and thousands of community 
health center staff losing their jobs. 
May we never forget why the commu-
nity health center movement was born 
as part of our country’s social equality 
movement and as healthcare IS local/community, there remains a critically 
important reason for community health centers to remain viable. Did you 
know:

• There are numerous studies that suggest community health cen-
ters are one of our country’s most cost-effective means by which 
people can receive their primary care services?

• Federally Qualified Health Centers(FQHCs) now represent the larg-
est independent owned/operated primary care group in the conti-
nental United States?

• FQHCs now cumulatively provide integrated primary caare services 
for over 26 million people across the United States and growing?

• FQHCs provide compassionate integrated primary care services for 
anyone needing said services irrespective of their ability to pay?

• FQHCs have proven their ability to help lower our nation’s total 
healthcare expense outlay?’

• FQHCs are recognized and respected for being chronic disease care 
specialists?

• FQHCs have been on the front lines helping to keep communities 
across this country health and whole for over 50 years now?

• FQHCs help support the local community/state economic engine? 
Outpatient Medical Center Inc., pumps over $6.5 million dollars 
into the parishes where we have a health center (and growing). At 
the state level, the 35 FQHCs across our state pump almost a half 
billion dollars into our state’s economic engine.

• FQHCs help keep local communities strong by employing people 
from the local community? Our business model has been and for-
ever will remain - community taking care of community!

 I ask that you pick up the phone and let your legislative officials know 
you support your local FQHC and strongly urge them to continue feder-
al funding for this vital community health resource. Outpatient Medical 
Center, Inc., is your community health center and caring for your family IS 
what we do!!!!!!! Wishing your family and you continue blessings and good 
health in 2018. Be well, be informed, be healthy and in touch.
 

Carl I Walters, II
Chief Executive Officer

Outpatient Medical Center, Inc.

OMC is now accepting new patients and welcomes active duty, reserve, retired military,  
Veterans and their families. OMC is now offering flu shots.

Visit our website at www.outpatientmedical.org
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Easterseals Louisiana 
hosts Sabine’s Got Talent
by Kristy Sandel Knippers
 
“We are Easterseals Louisiana and we are taking on disability.”

On Friday, February 16, 2018, people from Sabine Parish gathered at The 
Sabine Theater for the third annual Sabine’s Got Talent. This even was 
hosted by Easterseals Louisiana, and is a vital way the local committee 
raises funds to benefit the disability services Easterseals Louisiana pro-
vides. With 15 acts and over 120 people in attendance, Sabine’s Got Talent 
raised $5,000 for disability services. The judges definitely had a difficult 
time choosing the winners, as all the acts were truly talented. Hunter Pad-
die blew us away with his amazing yoyo tricks, and took 1st place. Chloe 
Meshell, Harper Luster, and Kam Meshell kept us moving with their ener-
getic hip-hop routine; they came in 2nd place. Kinslee Sepulvado came in 
3rd place with her precious solo dance routine. 

Founded on April 16, 
1951, Easterseals Loui-
siana has been helping 
individuals with disabil-
ities and special needs 
and their families live 
better for nearly 100 
years. It is a Louisiana 
based nonprofit organi-
zation helping children 
and adults with physical 
and intellectual disabil-
ities achieve indepen-
dence. Easterseals Lou-

isiana currently offers the 
following services support 
coordination for children, 

adults, and seniors: mental health services, camping & recreation, transi-
tional housing and military family respite care. 
I had the privilege of meeting Bernie Bitting at the talent show. She is the di-
rector of development at the Easterseals Louisiana Shreveport office. I can 
truly say that Bernie 
is a very caring, ded-
icated individual, and 
is very committed to 
helping people with 
disabilities. This year, 
the monies raised by 
Easterseals Louisiana 
will be heavily invest-
ed in autism training. 
The Shreveport of-
fice is the only one in 
the state that is do-
ing this. Dr. Laugeson 
will be coming from 
Florida for a 14-week 
class. Everyone is en-
couraged to attend! 

In 2017, Easterseals Louisiana served 231 people, just in Sabine Parish. The 
Shreveport office alone served over 2,000 people and over 9,000 people 
in the state of Louisiana was served. For more information on how you can 
help Easterseals Louisiana, or to learn more on how you can benefit from 
their services, please contact Bernie Bitting at 318-221-8244 or visit them 
online at www.easterseals.com/louisiana/.

 (From L to R) Hunter Paddie 1st place. Chloe Meshell, 
Harper Luster & Kam Meshell 2nd place. Kinslee Sepul-
vado 3rd place.

The local community Easter Seals Louisiana committee
Sitting - (L to R) Donna Ammons, Frances Hopkins
 Standing - (L to R) Brandy Mitchell, Jamie Vincent,  

Jana Smith, Jan Varnado & Bernie Bitting

March is 
Colorectal 
Cancer 
Awareness 
Month. 
By Dr. Phyllis Mason

Natchitoches Regional Medical Center 
(NRMC) Women’s Health Center would like to share some information 
about colorectal cancer and screening methods. Colorectal cancer af-
fects men and women of all racial and ethnic groups and is found most 
commonly in people aged 50 years and older. Colorectal cancer is cancer 
that starts out in the colon or rectum. It is the second leading cancer 
killer in the United States that affects both men and women.

As you age, your risk of getting colorectal cancer increases. However, 
other risk factors that you cannot change include having inflammatory 
bowel disease such as Crohn’s disease or ulcerative colitis, a personal 
history of colorectal polyps, a family history of colorectal cancer or pol-
yps. Lifestyle factors that may contribute to an increased risk of colorec-
tal cancer include lack of physical activity, a diet low in fruit and vegeta-
bles, diet low in fiber, a diet high in fat, being overweight or obese, high 
levels of alcohol intake, and tobacco use.

Colorectal cancer often does not present with symptoms, which is why 
regular screening is important. If symptoms do appear, it is usually when 
the cancer has advanced. These symptoms may include blood in or on 
your stool with a bowel movement, stomach pain, or losing unexplained 
weight.

Colorectal cancer screening is used in men and women who do not have 
symptoms. These screening tests include stool testing, sigmoidoscopy, 
colonoscopy, and CT colonography. Stool testing is recommended yearly 
and relies on the person to collect a stool sample to be tested. Sigmoid-
oscopy is done every 5 to 10 years with stool testing yearly. This proce-
dure involves a doctor putting a short, thin, flexible, lighted tube into 
your rectum. The doctor checks for polyps or cancer inside the rectum 
and lower portion of the colon. A colonoscopy is completed every 10 
years. This procedure consists of a doctor putting a longer, thin, flexible, 
lighted tube into your rectum to check for polyps or cancer inside the 
rectum and the entire colon. During the test, the doctor can find and re-
move most polyps and some cancers. CT colonography is a done every 5 
years. For this testing, X-rays and computers are used to produce images 
of the entire colon, which are displayed on a computer screen for the 
doctor to analyze.

There is no single “best test” for any person. Each test has advantages 
and disadvantages. Talking with your doctor about the pros and cons of 
each test, and how often to be tested will help you and your doctor pick 
the best method for you.

NRMC Women’s Health Center and its staff would like to answer any 
questions you may have regarding colorectal screening. Please call our 
office at (318) 238-3652 or come by our office at 655 Bienville Cr. Natchi-
toches, LA 71457 during our office hours of Monday through Thursday 
8:00 – 5:00 and Friday 8:00 – 12:00.

   Megan Lee, MPAS PA-C and Dr. Phyllis     
   Mason, MD
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Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear
650 San Antonio Ave.     318-431-1503     Downtown Many 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH
$2 TUESDAYS! Fried Pickles, Popcorn Shrimp, Longnecks and Margaritas!

Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp

Sat Mar 3 - Buster Jordan

Sat Mar 10 - Uptown Jazz

Sat Mar 17 - The Turn-Ups

Sat Mar 24 - Russell Peace

Sat Mar 31 - TBD
#awesomecrawfish

318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials
And Soup of the Day

VENDORS SOUGHT FOR 
2018 BLOOMIN’ ON THE BRICKS

The City of Natchitoches Main Street Office is seeking vendors for the 2018 Bloomin’ on the Bricks spring festival.  The 18th 
Annual Bloomin’ on the Bricks, Natchitoches’ spring garden festival, will be held on Saturday, March 17, 2018, from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., downtown on Front St. in Natchitoches’ Historic Landmark District.

The event will feature an exhibit area of lawn and garden vendors who will display and sell an assortment of items related 
to garden and lawn care.  Vendors of lawn and garden merchandise such as landscaping, nurseries, lawn furniture, iron-
work, yard art, garden décor, etc. are invited to participate in this year’s show.  Vendor spaces are available for $50 per 
each 10x10 space.

Bloomin’ on the Bricks, organized by the Natchitoches Main Street Program, is a celebration of spring throughout the City’s 
Historic District. The event will also feature live entertainment and food booths.  Bloomin’ on the Bricks is free and open to 
the public.

For those interested in becoming a vendor at 
Bloomin’ on the Bricks, please contact the City 
of Natchitoches Main Street Office at (318) 352-
2746 for more information.

Janna Jenkins
Main Street and Public Relations Manager
City of Natchitoches
781 Front Street
Natchitoches, La 71457
Phone: (318) 352-2746
Fax: (318) 238-3439
jjenkins@natchitochesla.gov
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Lee Lee’s

Children’s
Boutique

Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA

Joy Impact Counseling Services, LLC
861 3rd St.

Jonesboro, LA 71457
318-652-8140 (office)

318-521-8035 (fax)
Jimpact.llc@outlook.com (email)

Now Hiring!!!!
Licensed Clinical Social Worker-LCSW
Licensed Professional Counselor-LPC

Mental Heath Professional-MHP
Mental Health Specialist-MHS

YOU MAY SUBMIT RESUMES
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS OR
FAX NUMBER LISTED BELOW

rstewart.jic@outlook.com
318-521-8035

We offer sizes
up to

16’ x 50’

        Free Delivery
       &

       Set up Included

       You can choose from several styles
and a variety of colors.

We offer low maintenance exteriors
and a brand new flooring system

in the country’s leading
PORTABLE BUILDINGS!!

24142 HWY 191, ZWOLLE, LA 71486
Located 4 miles south of Zwolle; 6 miles north of T-Town

318-645-7673 • 318-645-7670 (fax)

Open 7 Days for Your Convenience
Mon-Sat: 8AM-6PM      Sun: 10AM-4PM

Our Irish Leprechan
says Spring Cleaning

means a storage building
for treasures as well as

gardening tools 

Tea Time
Antiques & Uniques 

2218 Port Arthur St. • Zwolle, LA 71486 • 318-645-8080

Antiques • Collectibles
Home Decor • Crosses • Candles

Bath & Spa Items
Jewelry • Chalk Paint

Wedding Rentals • Balloons & Gifts

You Name it, we can probably do it!

Thank you Sabine Parish for the love & support!
#ShopLocal
#SupportSmall Business
www.facebook.com/teatimeantiques

Owners Jason & Torrie Sepulvado

HOURS
MOn., TUeS. & Wed. • CLOSed

THURS. & FRi. • 10:00 AM - 5:30 PM
SATURdAy • 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

eveRy OTHeR SUndAy

CAn’T WAiT? CALL Me! 318-315-1241
i WiLL be gLAd TO OPen iF i AM AROUnd!

“iF THe JeeP iS HeRe, i’M HeRe” Tea Time
Antiques & Uniques 

2218 Port Arthur St. • Zwolle, LA 71486 • 318-645-8080

20% OFF
Any Single Purchase (with this coupon)

Expires 3/31/2018
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B 

We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, décor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, Lone 
Star feed, various seeds, dog, horse & 
cattle supplies, Bonnie plants & Tops 
Plus dog food. 
 

Bo & Lisa Ezernack, owners 
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486 

318-645-6992 

3-24  7 p.m. BUD CHRISTIAN & HOMEMADE JAM
Popular, Country Blues

$15/Adults   $25/Couple   $5/Kids

4-28  BRANDY ROBERTS 
w/Bud Christian’s Band

Encore Performance
Jerry Lee Lewis, Gospel, Country, ‘50s & ‘60s

$15/Adults   $25/Couple   $5/Kids

5-26  7 p.m. AVERY MICHAELS &20S
Country, Bluegrass, Popular

$15/Adults   $25/Couple   $5/Kids

9-22  7p.m. JERAD BRIDGES BAND
Louisiana Country

$15/Adults   $25/Couple   $5/Kids

October-December Concert Schedule TBA

THE TOWN OF MANY & MANY CULTURAL DISTRICT
PRESENT THE

THE TOWN OF MANY & MANY CULTURAL DISTRICT
PRESENT THE

March 3 • Shek the Third • 7PM

St. Patrick’s DaySpecial
March 17 • The Quiet Man • 7PM

(Starring John Wayne & Maureen O’Hara)

Annual Children’s Easter Party
March 31 • The Dob Who Saved Easter • 7PM

With the Easter Bunny, Easter Baskets & Photos

April 7 • The Zookeeper’s Wife • 7PM
April 21 • Malificent • 7PM

May 5 • True Grit w/John Wayne • 7PM

In Honor of Memorial Day
May 19 • Saving Private Ryan w/Tom Hanks • 

7PM

June 2 • Cinderella • 7PM
Father’s Day Special

June 16 • Legends of the Fall • 7PM

MANY COMMUNITY CENTER
SAN ANTONIO AVE. • MANY, LA

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Continental Breakfast
Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700
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CONTACT US
Around The Town

Tommy O’Con
PO Box 187 • Robeline, LA 71469

318-471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

www.AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com

Natchitoches Parish Friends of the Library
Book Sale

Thursday & Friday • March 1&2 • 11am-6pm
Saturday • March 3 • 9am-2pm

Natchitoches Art Center
716 Second St., Natchitoches, LA

Hundreds of used books including: 
Children’s • Cookbooks • Fiction • History

Biography • AV

2348 Natchitoches Hwy., Many, LA 71449
4 BD,  3 BA, 2800 sq. ft +/-, 1.71 acres +/-,

Total remodel from ceiling to floor
Anna E. Remedies, Listing Agent

Contact us for more details:
Ronald D. Brandon-Broker/Owner 

318-471-5075

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

Southern Security
Consulting

Concealed Carry Instructor
Business Security
Church Security

Use of Force Instructor
NRA Pistol Instructor

Chemical Weapons Instructor
Swat Certified

318-652-1009
318-332-9663

Southern Security conSulting
Stanley and Kyle Cook

Instructors
Over 45 years of combined law enforcement

experience, training and certifications.

Did You Know?

Saint Patrick’s Day, or the Feast of Saint Patrick (Irish: 
Lá Fhéile Pádraig, “the Day of the Festival of Pat-
rick”), is a cultural and religious celebration held on 
17 March, the traditional death date of Saint Patrick 
(c. AD 385–461), the foremost patron saint of Ireland.

Saint Patrick’s Day was made an official Christian 
feast day in the early 17th century and is observed by the Catholic Church, 
the Anglican Communion (especially the Church of Ireland),[4] the East-
ern Orthodox Church, and the Lutheran Church. The day commemorates 
Saint Patrick and the arrival of Christianity in Ireland,[3] and celebrates 
the heritage and culture of the Irish in general.[5] Celebrations generally 
involve public parades and festivals, cèilidhs, and the wearing of green 
attire or shamrocks.[6] Christians who belong to liturgical denominations 
also attend church services[5][7] and historically the Lenten restrictions 
on eating and drinking alcohol were lifted for the day, which has encour-
aged and propagated the holiday’s tradition of alcohol consumption.[5]
[6][8][9]

Saint Patrick’s Day is a public holiday in the Republic of Ireland,[10] North-
ern Ireland,[11] the Canadian province of Newfoundland and Labrador 
(for provincial government employees), and the British Overseas Territory 
of Montserrat. It is also widely celebrated by the Irish diaspora around the 
world, especially in the United Kingdom, Canada, United States, Brazil, 
Argentina, Australia, and New Zealand. Saint Patrick’s Day is celebrated in 

more countries than any other national festival.
[12] Modern celebrations have been greatly in-
fluenced by those of the Irish diaspora, particu-
larly those that developed in North America. In 
recent years, there has been criticism of Saint 
Patrick’s Day celebrations for having become 
too commercialised and for fostering negative 
stereotypes of the Irish people.

AROUND THE TOWN
 (318) 471-6948

aroundthetownla@aol.com 
www.aroundthetownla.wordpress.com

Around The Town is published once a month 
by Tommy O’Con, located at 114 Hennigan St., 
Robeline, LA. Locally owned and operated by 
Tommy O’Con.

The publisher reserves the right to edit or re-
ject any advertisement considered to be inap-
propriate for the purpose of this publication. 
Neither the publisher nor the advertiser will 
be responsible for unintended information, 
typographical errors, etc., appearing in this 
publication. Any  opinions expressed by writ-
ers or advertisers are their own and not nec-
essarily endorsed by Around The Town Publi-
cation and/or Tommy O’Con.
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A & A Pest Solutions LLC

PROMiSeS KePT/SeRviCeS deLiveRed

“HOMe OF nexT dAy SeRviCe”

Rodney C. Abington
ROdney@AAPeSTSOLUTiOnS.COM

141 CASSidy LAne

MAny, LA 71449
CALL ROdney OR KyLe

318-273-bUgS (2847)

Womack 
Tire & Auto
1949 Hwy 117 • Provencal, LA 71468

318-581-0594
• New & Used Tires
• Flat Fix
• Light Mechanical Work
• Lawn Mower Repair
• 24/7 Road Side Assis-

tance 

HOURS
Mon-Fri • 8am-6pm

Saturday • 8am-Noon

HugoLawnandGardenllc.com

Irrigation, Landscaping & Tree Service,
      Lawn, Planting & Trimming

Parking Lot Cleaning, etc.
Pressure Washing
and MUCH More!

394 Laird Fletcher Rd. • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Fax 318-352-8899 • hgmartinez5@gmail.com

Quality Work
         at a Cheaper Price!

Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours
of Placing Order

• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

850 Hill Street, Many LA
4 BD, 3 BA 2170 sq ft

Anna E. Remedies, Listing Agent

Contact us for more details:
Ronald D. Brandon-Broker/Owner 

318-471-5075

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated
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John Wayne Month in 
March at the Many 
Community Center
by Mary Key Brocato

 John Wayne is an icon as a beloved American actor. The Many Community 
Center is featuring his movies in the month of March.  The Quiet Man is 
the feature film on St. Patrick’s Day, March 
17.

 “We’re celebrating not only John Wayne, 
but also St. Patrick’s Day by showing this 
much loved film,” Mary Brocato, chairper-
son of the Many Cultural District Advisory 
Committee. “Many of us in the Many area 
have Irish ancestors, and we thought ev-
eryone would enjoy seeing The Quiet Man.

 The classic movie was filmed in the Irish 
countryside with John Wayne and Irish 
actress Maureen O’Hara starring in it. The 

story goes something like this:

 After accidentally killing an opponent 
in the ring, boxer Sean Thornton (John 
Wayne) leaves America and returns to 
his native village of Innisfree, Ireland, 
hoping to buy his family’s homestead 
and live in peace. In doing so, he runs 
afoul of Will Danaher (Victor McLaglen), 
who long coveted the property. Spite-
fully, Will objects when his fiery sister, 
Mary Kate (Maureen O’Hara), begins a 
romance with Sean, and refuses to hand 
over her dowry. Mary Kate refuses to 
consummate the marriage until Sean re-

trieves the money.

 The movie was released in August, 
1952, and was a huge success in the 
United States. It offered viewers a 
glimpse of the gentle beauty of Ire-
land and the spirit of the Irish peo-
ple. It also won the Academy Award 
for Best Director (John Ford) and nu-
merous other film academy awards.

  The modest family home that 
Thornton purchased in the movie 
still stands today and is a major tour-
ist attraction for visitors to Ireland.

 Admission to The Quiet Man is free. 
Concessions are only $1 each. Do-
nations are always welcome to help 
defray the cost of operating the Many Community Center.

 Although the film has been out for more than 50 years, it remains a favor-
ite because of the actors, the dreamy landscapes of Ireland, and the love 
story it presents.

 The Town of Many, Mayor Ken Freeman and the Many Cultural District 
Advisory Committee are sponsoring the free movie on March 17.

RETIREMENT OPTIONS
 You can retire to Phoenix, Arizona where...

1.  You are willing to park three blocks away from your house because you 
found shade.
2.  You’ve experienced condensation on your butt from the hot water in 
the toilet bowl.
3.  You can drive for four hours in one direction and never leave town.
4.  You have over 100 recipes for Mexican food.
5.  You know that “dry heat” is comparable to what hits you in the face 
when you open your oven door at 500 degrees.
6.  The four seasons are: tolerable, hot, really hot, and ARE YOU KIDDING 
ME??

Or you can retire to California where...
1.  You make over $450,000 and you still can’t afford to buy a house.
2.  The fastest part of your commute is going down your driveway
3.  You know how to eat an artichoke.
4.  When someone asks you how far something is, you tell them how long 
it will take to get there rather than how many miles away it is. 
5.  The four seasons are:  Fire, Flood, Mud and Drought.

 Or you can retire to New York City where...
1   You say “the city” and expect everyone to know you mean Manhattan.
2.  You can get into a four-hour argument about how to get from Colum-
bus Circle to Battery Park, but can’t find Wisconsin on a map.
3.  You think Central Park is “nature.”
4.  You believe that being able to swear at people in their own language 
makes you multilingual.
5.  You’ve worn out a car horn.  (IF you have a car.)
6.  You think eye contact is an act of aggression

Or you can retire to Minnesota where... 
1.  You only have three spices:  salt, pepper and ketchup.
2.  Halloween costumes have to fit over parkas.
3.  You have seventeen recipes for casserole.
4.  Sexy lingerie is anything flannel with less than eight buttons.
5.  The four seasons are:  almost winter, winter, still winter, and road re-
pair. 
6.  The highest level of criticism is “He is different,”  “She is different,” or 
“It was different!” 

Or you can retire to The Deep South where... 
1.  You can rent a movie and buy bait in the same store.
2  “Y’all” is singular and “all y’all” is plural.
3.  “He needed killin” is a valid defense.
4.  Everyone has two first names:  Billy Bob, Jimmy Bob, Joe Bob, Betty 
Jean, etc.
5.  Everything is either:  “in yonder,”  “over yonder”  or “out yonder.”
6. You can say anything about anyone, as long as you say “Bless his heart” 
at the end!

 
Or you can move to Colorado 

where... 
1.  You carry your $3,000 mountain 
bike atop your $500 car.
2.  You tell your husband to pick up 
Granola on his way home, so he stops 
at the day care center.
3.  A pass does not involve a football or 
dating.
4.  The top of your head is bald, but you 
still have a pony tail. 

Or you can retire to Nebraska or Kansas where... .     
1.  You’ve never meet any celebrities, but the mayor knows your name.
2.  Your idea of a traffic jam is three cars waiting to pass a tractor.
3.  You have had to switch from “heat” to “A/C” on the same day.
4.  You end sentences with a preposition;  “Where’s my coat at?” 

Or FINALLY.....you can retire to Florida where... 
1.  You eat dinner at 3:15 in the afternoon.
2.  All purchases include a coupon of some kind - even houses and cars.
3.  Everyone can recommend an excellent cardiologist, dermatologist, 
proctologist, podiatrist, or orthopedist.
4.  Road construction never ends anywhere in the state.
5.  Cars in front of you often appear to be driven by headless people
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Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $12.00 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer is
assistant pastor at

Rock Island Baptist Church
Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

STUDENT WHO RECEIVED 
0% ON AN EXAM    

 
 I would have given him 100% !  Each answer is absolutely and grammat-
ically correct, and funny too. Either the teacher had no sense of humor, 
or the student was brighter than the teacher! You decide for yourself !!!!
 

Q1.. In which battle did Napoleon die?  
* his last battle 

Q2.. Where was the Declaration of Independence signed?  
* at the bottom of the page 

Q3.. River Ravi flows in which state?  
* liquid 

Q4.. What is the main reason for divorce?  
* marriage 

Q5.. What is the main reason for failure?  
* exams 

Q6.. What can you never eat for breakfast?  
* Lunch & dinner 

Q7.. What looks like half an apple?  
* The other half 

Q8.. If you throw a red stone into the blue sea what will it become?  
* Wet 

Q9.. How can a man go eight days without sleeping ?  
* No problem, he sleeps at night. 

Q10. How can you lift an elephant with one hand?  
*   You will never find an elephant that has one hand.

 Q11. If you had three apples and four oranges in one hand and four 
apples and three oranges in other hand, what would you have?  

* Very large hands 
Q12. If it took eight men ten hours to build a wall, how long 

would it take four men to build it?  
*No time at all, the wall is already built. 

Q13. How can u drop a raw egg onto a concrete floor without 
cracking it? 

*Any way you want, concrete floors are very hard to crack. 

Spread some laughter, share the cheer.   
 Let’s be happy, while we’re here!

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

FRIDAY - SUNDAY • 9 to 5
Indoor Shopping

VENDORS WELCOME

Hand-Made Items

Yard Art

Pottery

Tools

Fishing Supplies

Antiques

Collectibles

Glassware

Jewelry

Signs

Used Furniture

Kitchenware

Sewing Notions

Bed Sheets

Garage Sale Items

and MORE!

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT LOCATION FOR GARAGE SALES

CALL 409-625-1606
628 Front St. 

Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

PLACe yOUR ORdeRS nOW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
          Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

eASTeR iS
     JUST AROUnd

        THe CORneR

             SO...
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650 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, Pasta, Burgers

Something for Everyone!

All-You-Can-Eat
Boiled Shrimp

EVERY 
Friday Night

Thursday Night is
BYOB

(Build Your Own 
Burger!)

Live Entertainment
EVERY

Saturday Night

OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Thurs  11 to 9 PM
Fri & Sat  11 to 10 PM

Sun 11 to 4 PM

$2 OFF Any Lunch
650 San Antonio Ave.

Many, LA
318-431-1503
Valid through

March 31, 2018

COUPON

COUPON
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Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, 
Pasta, Burgers

Something for Everyone!

850 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503
Open 7 Days

Mon-Thur • 11am-9pm     Fri & Sat • 11am-10pm    Sun • 11am-4pm

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

ON
SATURDAY
NIGHTS!

DAILY
LUNCH

SPECIALS

RESTAURANT

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-attach 
       6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

Hillside AntiquesHillside Antiques
antiques, vintage and unique items

Open Thurs-Sat • 9AM-5PM

Facebook: Hillside Antiques Robeline
hillsideantiquesrobeline@gmail.com

318-581-6489
318-332-8485

9222 Texas Hwy
Robeline, LA 71489

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Get Peace of Mind
today for a more secure

TOMORROW!
Final Expense Insurance provide an affordable and

convenient way to manage finances for the end of life.
• Whole Life Insurance
• Affordable rates that can NEVER be increased
• Benefits that can NEVER be reduced
• Choose the benefit you need - up to $35,000!
• Simple application with no medical exam
• Protection that can NEVER be cancelled
• IMMEDIATE benefits from the very first day
• Don’t leave a financial burden on your loved ones
• This Final Expense Funeral Plan will provide the needed 

funds for your final expenses

The average funeral costs between 
$8,000 and $10,000

Are you prepared? Final Expense Insurance provides you and your family 
with a cash burial program of permanent life insurance.

I work with multiple insurance
companies and will work for YOU!

Call today for
a free quote:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

• Premium payable: EFT, Direct Monthly Bill or Debit/Credit Card 
• Payable Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually or Annually
• Select first billing month - Select billing day or billing week
• Draft upon approval
• Does proposed insured receive Social Security, Social Security Disability, SSI, 

VA Retirement and/or VA Disability
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Personal Auto, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs,
SR22 & Mobile Homes

All Commercial Lines & Homeowners

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona chesson - Agent
Dawn Kay - Cashier/Receptionist

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance AgencyAccepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Finest Memorials Since 1965 • Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

K   I   L  P   A   T   R   I   C   K   ‘   S

Rose-Neath
Funeral Homes, Crematorium and Cemeteries, Inc.

A TRUSTED NAME SINCE 1932
ROSE-NEATH

BUDDY HEBERT
Manager

9891 Texas Hwy.
Many, LA 71449

(318) 256-0690
FAX (318) 256-0696

buddyhebert@rose-neath.com

Upcoming Classes
For 14 Hours of Instruction
March 3 • April 14 • May 5

For 38 Hours of Instruction
March 30 & 31 • April 2 & 7

There are none scheduled for the month of April 
after the 7th unless needed. If there is an interest, 

please call 318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We haave opened 
our new offic and classroom at 317 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door 
to Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up 
for available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust
Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552

S
H
O
P

L
O
C
A
L
L
Y

Serving the community for 47 years

Mike Morris
(318) 256-5634
morris_furniture@hotmail.com

268 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

morrisfurniturela.com

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Mon, Tues, Wed & Sat 10am-3pm • Thurs & Fri 10am-5pm

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

MOn-SAT • 81M-10PM
SUn • 8AM-2PM

TeRRy & PAM TeddeR

OWneRS (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER

LeChic Salon/Barber
99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA

318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

C R Wood Insurance Agcy Inc
Buddy Wood, Agent

125 Fisher Road
Many, LA 71449-0826
Bus 318-256-3890   Fax 318-256-2784
buddy.wood.b276@statefarm.com

NMLS #139716  NMLS MLO #324240   MLO License #324240

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Qualifying
Member

®

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by rick Zelle

from tHe World’s most beautiful
and expensive Woods

604 keyser avenue
natcHitocHes, la 71457 318-354-7772

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming

event or fundraiser, please send to aroundthetownla@aol.com
We’ll help spread the word! Please include a contact number.
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THE CAJUN COOK

1 cup of all purpose flour
1 cup of yellow cornmeal
3 tablespoons of granulated sugar
1-1/2 teaspoons of baking powder
1/4 teaspoon of kosher salt
6 tablespoons of unsalted butter, divided
4 medium apples, peeled, cored, and sliced thin
1/2 cup of brown sugar, packed
2 tablespoons of milk
1/2 cup of chopped pecans
1/3 cup of dried mixed berries
1 cup of milk
1/4 cup of unsalted butter, melted
2 large eggs, beaten
1-1/2 teaspoons of vanilla extract
Whipped cream or vanilla ice cream, optional

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Whisk together the flour, cornmeal, sugar, 
baking powder and salt; set aside.

In an iron skillet, melt 2 tablespoons of the butter over medium heat, 
swirling to coat the pan on both the bottom and sides. Add the sliced 
apples and cook and stir until slightly softened. Remove the apples from 
the skillet and set aside.

Add the remaining 4 tablespoons of butter and the brown sugar to the 
skillet; stirring until the butter is melted and fully incorporated; bring up 
to a boil and remove from the heat. Stir in the milk, pecans and mixed 
berries. Evenly arrange the apples on top.

To the cornmeal mixture, add the milk, melted butter, eggs and vanilla, 
and gently combine. Slowly pour the mixture evenly over the apples.

Bake at 350 degrees F for 30 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in the 
center

Apple Upside Down
Cornmeal Cake
from the Kitchen of Deep South Dish

ACROSS
1.   Daddies
6. Bungle
10. Grooming Tool
14. Cancel
15. Park of a skeleton
16 Chocolate cookie
17. Magazine
19. Purges
20. Acid neutralizer
21. Paraphernalia
22. Legumes
23. Subsided
25. Arroyo
26. Shock
30. Womb
32. Green gem
35.  Proving by direct
  argument
39. Decipher
40. Entice
41. Cold-blooded
43. Something that is free
44. Two-piece bathing suit
46. Back talk
47. Water balloon sound

50. A type of cat
53. Cowl
54. Sphere
55. Antenna
60. As well
61. Temple
63. Place
64. Bit of gossip
65. Children
66. Units of pressure
67. Formally surrender
68. Heretofore (2 words)

DOWN
1. Not Mama
2. Cain’s brother
3. Pig meat
4. Operatic solo
5. Filched
6. A law enforcement
 agency
7. A small ornamental
 case
8. Unassisted
9. It holds up trousers
10 Blood cells

11. Bay window
12. Award
13. Autocratic
18. Anagram of “Bid”
24. Pal
25. Cunning
26. A Star Wars hero
27. Portent
28. Pervert
29. Minstrel
31. Back
33. Grant
34. An escape of water
36. Brass instrument
37. Colored part of an eye
38. C C C C
42. Nitrify
43. Lie
45. Apprehended
47. Second person of
 singular of shall
48. Infantile paralysis
49. Unsuccessful person
51. Tavern
52. Busybody
54. Ear-related
56. Beams
57. Yucky
58. Away from the wind.
59. “____ we forget”
62. An uncle

Senior Computer Skills...
 
Tech support:   What kind of computer do you have?
Customer:         A white one...
Tech support:   Click on the ‘my computer’ icon on the left of the screen.
Customer:         Your left or my left?

Customer:   Hi, good afternoon, this is Martha. I can’t print. Every time I 
try, it says ‘can’t find printer’. I’ve even lifted the printer and placed it in 
front of the monitor, but the computer still says it can’t find it.
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Bring Your Children
to the

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, March 17, 2018
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

at the

Robeline City Park
122 Depot Street

Robeline, LA

SPONSORED BY
Mayor Bobby Behan

Chief-of-Police Gordon O’Con
Council Member Bergen Oge

Council Member Gilda Jenkins
Coucil Member Randy Bockstanz

City Clerk Betsy Edwards

• Come Hunt for 1,000 Hidden Easter Eggs
• Prize-Filled Eggs

• Easter Gift Baskets
• Free Hot Dogs, Chips

• Drinks

Come Bring Your Baskets for a 
Fun-Filled Afternoon!

For More Info
Call Robeline City Hall

at
318-472-6121


