
Blazin’ A’s 
Seafood and 
Steakhouse
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

There is nothing I love more than finding a good 
restaurant ‘off the beaten path.’ If you venture 
about four miles from Hagewood, down Hwy. 117 
to Provencal that is exactly what you will find! 
Blazin’ A’s Seafood and Steakhouse offers a wide 
variety of delicious food that is sure to make your 
mouth water!

Monday through Saturday, they offer daily lunch 
specials from 11:00–2:00, and if you dine in, their 
salad bar is included with any entrée! If you are 
lucky enough to catch them on the first Sunday 
of each month, you can snag a hot Sunday lunch 
from 11:00–2:00! On Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day nights from 5:00 P.M. until closing, you can 
enjoy their all you can eat catfish with salad bar. 
Notice I mentioned the salad bar again? It’s the 
best one within 50 miles!

Don’t let the name fool you, Blazin’ A’s is most 
known for their old fashioned hamburgers! 
Some of their top menu items are the Cajun 
catfish; rice and crawfish etouffee topped with 
blackened catfish, served with a side of French 
bread. Their Taters:Bomb.com are sure to make 
your mouth water, and let’s not forget their sea-
food platters and crawfish! With the best pric-
es in town, you can’t go wrong swinging by and 
checking out what Charlene Womack and all the gang has to offer!

Blazin’ A’s Seafood and Steakhouse is located at 1949 Hwy. 117 in Proven-
cal. They are open Tuesday through Saturday 11:00–8:00, and the first 
Sunday of every month 11:00–2:00. You can always give them a call at 
318–472–6999.

536 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA
Limit one per coupon per customer per visit. Not valid in combination 
with any other offer. Must present coupon when ordering. Must pay 
sales tax. Expires 4/30/18.
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A&A Pest  
Solutions – 
Home of Next 
Day Service
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

Five years ago; in 2013, A&A Pest Solutions opened their doors. Rodney 
Abington spoke of a strong dream/desire of new beginnings to come to 
Many and start anew. Having lived away from Many for a number of years, 
he felt like he was coming home. The Abington family has very strong ties 
to the Many community, seeing as how Rodney’s great uncle was the first 
mayor! If there is one thing that Rodney Abington of A&A Pest Solutions 
takes pride in, it is his community of Many, LA. When we spoke about this 
particular article that was our top focus of conversation! His love for the 
slower pace of life, the very traditional values, the tremendous quality of 
life that Many still holds dear definitely shines through while talking with 
him.                                                                               Continued on Page 2)

Village of 
Robeline Easter 
Egg Hunt A Suc-
cess
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

On Saturday, March 17, 2018, the Village of 
Robeline hosted their annual Easter egg hunt. 
With over 125 in attendance, it was a gorgeous 
day to gather and just enjoy a good time. It was immediately evident how 
much hard work  Mayor Bobby Behan, Clerk  Betsy Edwards, Councilmen  
Gilda Jenkins and Randy Bockstanz, Chief of Police Gordon O’Con, Patrol 
Officer Brad Rains and Bo Edwards put in to making the day enjoyable by 
the community. With over 1,000 Easter Eggs hidden (8 dozen of those 
real eggs) it was no easy feat to pull off! 

There were also six golden prize eggs hidden among the grounds of the 
city park. If you were lucky enough to find one of those with a number 
inside, you won an awesome Easter prize! Only five were claimed on Sat-
urday; Mrs. Betsy fears someone went home early with one, not knowing 
what they had. If any of our readers is that person, you are encouraged to 
call city hall at 318–472–6121 to claim your prize! (You must have the egg 
and the number to bring in upon pickup) City hall provided the hotdogs, 
chips, and drinks that were all free of charge. Even Jack the Easter bunny 
made an appearance – although I am sure some of the little ones could 
have done without him, ha!                                    (Continued on Page 10)

 (From L to R) Kyle Oxley   
 and Rodney Abington

 Charlene Womack, 
 Owner

Kristy Sandel Knippers
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Our God is Real
by Junior Johnson

I have always believed in the Power of 
Prayer.  Our Lord and Savior is with us when 
we request His help.......I find it hard to un-
derstand how a certain element of our soci-
ety can not acknowledge the fact there is a 
Supreme Being that I refer to as Jesus Christ.  
Just look at the marvels around you.....

I must share this experience from yesterday 
evening to prove a point.

A couple of months ago a wonderful man from our community passed 
away.  He was well known and respected and Church was an important 
part of his life.  This wonderful man’s name was Henry Rachal, Sr.

I was at his burial Mass at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Cloutier-
ville, but did not attend the graveside service.  This I now regret.

Mr. Rachel’s Daughter is a neighbor of mine and told me the day after her 
Father’s burial that the Priest conducting the service, stopped and pointed 
to the sky.  This is the second picture below.  The image of a Cross left by 
two aircraft stood out in the sky.  The Priest told those assembled that it 
was a sign from Henry that he was alright.

I told her that I would like to see the picture when she got a copy of it, and 
when I saw she and her husband in their yard yesterday afternoon I walked 
over and inquired if they had the picture.
While she was looking for the picture on her phone, her husband looked up 
and pointed to the sky.....what we saw was the first picture below.

I had goosebumps on my arms.  Was this a coincidence?  I think not.  You 
decide.

I know it was a moving moment for his Daughter and Husband, and ME

A&A Pest Solutions 
(Continued from page 1)

As Rodney put it, they started with a song in their heart, 1 old truck with 
180K miles on it, 1 truck that had been sitting in a field for 4 years, and a 
desire to serve the close-knit community. He credits Dean Crittenden for 
getting their trucks up to par, and the rest is history. They now have 2 vans 
and 1 truck, well trained personal techs; one full time and one part time, 
plus a part time secretary. “Eighty percent of small businesses don’t make 
it past their first year. We would not be here if the community had not em-
braced us. Rodney said he owed a debt of gratitude to his Uncle Pete for all 
of his support and encouragement.

God enabled us to open in a fantastic Christian community.” Rodney stated. 
It’s important to know who’s going into your house or business, with A&A 
Pest Solutions, that is something the local community can be at ease with, 
considering A&A Pest Solutions is the only locally owned and operated pest 
service the community of Many has. They do not have a big turn over on 
employees; they are local and reliable. “We’re not pretty, but we’re fast 
and efficient!” Rodney said.

A&A Pest Solutions is located at 141 Cassidy Lane in Many. They are open 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 A.M.–5:00 P.M. You can always call Rodney or Kyle at 
318–273–BUGS (2847).

ONLINE EDITION! 
AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com 

Sabine Parish Chamber of 
Commerce Relocates to 
New Office
It’s Official!

The Sabine Parish Tourist Commission welcomed the Chamber of Com-
merce to their NEW office this month.

The Chamber office is now located at the Tourist Commission Building 
1601 Texas Hwy, Many, LA 71449.

“We are very pleased that the boards of the Sabine Parish Chamber of 
Commerce and Sabine Parish Tourist Commission recognize the advantag-
es of us officing in the same complex. It furthers our efforts in represent-
ing Sabine Parish in its economic interests.” – Linda Curtis-Sparks.

Our e-mail, website, phone number, and friendly smile will stay the 
same;however, we do have a new mailing address.

Sabine Parish Chamber of Commerce
1601 Texas Hwy. 
Many, LA 71449

harles
ones

318-332-4662

Treatment Plant
Maintenance & Repair

We maintain any type system
Fast, Friendly & Efficient Service

Aerator, Sprinkler Pumps and Sprinklers

SPACE TALK
While most of the satellites orbiting other planets take their names from 
various mythologies, Uranus’ moons are unique in being named for Shake-
spearean characters, along with a couple of the moons being named for 
characters from the works of Alexander Pope. To date 27 moons have 
been discovered around Uranus, those named after characters from 
Shakespeare include Titania (A Midsummer Night’s Dream), Oberon (A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream), Ariel (The Tempest), Miranda (The Tempest) 
and Puck (A Midsummer Night’s Dream).
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“I ain’t got no 
think coming, I’m 
just sitting here”
The Story of 
Mildred “Pete” 
Smith
by Dean Lambert

The young man never really had a chance. He had struggled all his short 
life and now he sat in the crowded courtroom and faced his biggest chal-
lenge of all. He rubbed the cold sweat on the palms of his hand onto his 
dark trousers and stared into the crowd. Judgement time had come for 
Mildred  “Pete” Smith and he would soon learn his fate.

“Pete” never liked school, it was a place that no matter how hard he tried, 
he could not fit in. His family had moved to Robeline in the the summer of 
‘41 after they had packed up their large tent and left Leesville. Now with 
his parents, brothers and sisters, they took shelter in this tent that had 
been erected along the highway between Robeline and Shamrock. Many 
in the community considered them as foreigners and would soon refer to 
them as simply, “the gypsies”.

When “Pete” entered the second grade at the Robeline school, he was 
12 years old and dwarfed his classmates. Size was not the only reason 
“Pete” stood out, his hair was long and curly causing one to think he 
was a girl at first glance. As Mr. Lay, the Robeline principle commented, 
“’Pete” caused considerable  curiosity among the students.” And once 
the word got around that his first name was Mildred, it all became the 
perfect storm for taunting and ridicule. That first year, Pete missed a lot 
of school, in fact he only attended 68 days out of the 180 day term. One 
of his teachers, Mrs. McCartney would remember “Pete” slowly learning 
to write, but had great problems reading. “Pete”would stay in the second 
grade for the next two years, never to be promoted.

It was clear that “Pete” was a slow learner, in fact, one doctor who exam-
ined “Pete” later would say he had the mentality of a seven year old boy. 
Pete’s home life and lack of regular educational opportunities only added 
to his difficulties. Early in his life, “Pete” often had bad headaches, this 
came after he was hit in the head by a pole. According to his sister, after 
being struck, “Pete” bled from the mouth and nose and stayed uncon-
scious for nearly 24 hours. “Pete” never received any medical attention 
for the injury.

Young “Pete” Smith soon left school and wandered the country side for a 
time before finally coming of age to work. He landed a job on a garbage 
truck and then joined the National Guard unit in Natchitoches. Members 
of the unit remembered “Pete” as someone with low character, he pre-
ferred kitchen duties and they remembered him as always sleeping with 
his clothes on. Some of his fellow soldiers had a fear of him because he 
always bragged about who he was going to cut with his knife. “Pete” al-
ways had a knife and made every effort to keep it sharp.

At the best, “Pete” was an undependable worker. Like in school, he would 
often not show up. As his boss would later say, “he just did not have the 
ability to do things right.”

In late 1948, the then 20 year-old “Pete” first befriended a lady customer 
at Maggie’s Shoe Repair. Perhaps she saw something in “Pete” that no one 
else saw, maybe something “Pete” himself was not aware of. Whatever 
the connection was, whatever path was taken, it led to Mildred “Pete” 
Smith” sitting in the Natchitoches Parish Courthouse awaiting the jury’s 
verdict on a charge of first degree murder.

The newspaper headlines on the second day of 1949 told the story, “Near-
ly Decapitated Body found in Forest near Natchitoches”. The article went 
on to say that the body of a 31 year-old woman had been found in an area 
known locally as Brezeale Springs. The coroner stated that she had died 
from the slashing and mutilation of both the front and back of her neck. 
He said there had been a clear attempt to behead her.

Two days later, Sheriff Morris and deputies traveled to a tenant farm 7 
miles west of Natchitoches and arrested Mildred “Pete” Smith. Smith 
lived here with his parents and a brother. “Pete” gave a confession in 
which he calmly stated, “I don’t know why I killed her. All I remember 
is that I stuck my hand in my pocket and found the knife open and I just 

took it out and cut her throat.” Later he asked the sheriff, “Do you reckon 
they’ll put me in the pen?”

Now Pete was nervously waiting on the verdict. When asked what he 
thought the verdict would be?, he simply replied, “I ain’t got no think 
coming, I’m just sitting here”.
The wait was short, it only took 29 minutes for the jury to reach a verdict. 
Guilty as charged, with the mandatory death by execution. No one in the 
crowd made a noise, most had expected him to be found guilty, but not 
with the death sentence.

The only question that remains....is why? One has to reflect back on his 
poor and sometimes nomad home life, his mental limitations, his injury 
as a youth, being an outcast, his failure to fit in and  one had to wonder if 
any of this had any bearing on the vicious and brutal attack on a mother 
of two young boys. Regardless, “Pete” was sent to the State Penitentiary 
to await his execution. I am not sure what followed, some tell me he was 
stabbed to death by another prisoner some years later. Others say he was 
released after a dozen or so years and lived a long and productive life. We 
certainly hope that is the case. Whatever, there are still folks in the area 
that well remember “Pete” and the shocking murder he committed. And 
his sad story, ever so painful, needs to be remembered, perhaps for no 
other reason than a local tragic story of a struggle for acceptance.

8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

RockinRockin
RobinRobin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

Fishy Attraction!!!
Have you ever tasted Patagonian tooth-
fish? Chances are, you have — only when 
you ate it, it was called Chilean Seabass. 
The name “Chilean Seabass” was invent-
ed by a fish wholesaler named Lee Lantz 
in 1977. He was looking for a name that 
would make Patagonian toothfish sound 
attractive to the American market. It may 
seem odd that a fish’s name was changed to make it sound more ap-
pealing, however it is actually more common than you may think. Monk-
fish was originally called Goosefish, Sea Urchin used to be called Whore’s 
Eggs and Orange Roughy was Slimehead.



REMEMBERING 
PLAINVIEW 
HIGH SCHOOL
     by Rickey Robertson
    
 Located in the south part of Sabine Par-
ish in Ward 1 is the small community of 
Plainview. At one time this was a thriving 
community with a store, a school, and a 
church. But today the only public build-
ing in the community is Plainview Baptist 
Church. But up until 1965 Plainview was 
like many other communities in Sabine 
Parish in that it had a school. But in 1965 a new word came into being that 
effectively closed 6 schools in Sabine Parish with Plainview High School 
being one of them. The terrible word was CONSOLIDATION.

 Plainview High School was formed in 1924 when two smaller schools, 
Gum Springs and Toro, were consolidated into this school. This school 
was located on the Mt. Carmel to Hornbeck Road and was located where 
school children from Plainview, Gum Springs, Toro Church, Cenchrea, and 
Peason Communities could attend. For 36 years Plainview High School 
had graduating classes. This school at Plainview became a high school 
under the leadership of its first principal, Mr. A.D. Lucius. The very first 
class to graduate from Plainview High School was in 1929 with Mr. Lu-
cius as principal. The first graduating class included Otto Corley, Bonnie 
Dowden, Mildred Dowden, Loren Ellzey, Hazel Hardin, Clariece Lee, and 
Bessie Murray. Beginning in 1930, Plainview Baptist Church was organized 
and began its meetings in the school auditorium. These church meetings 
were held in the school auditorium until the church building was erected 
in 1935. Nothing like this is allowed anymore, is it ! God was in school’s!

 In its history Plainview High had had a total of 8 principals. The princi-
pals were A.D. Lucius, A. B. Rushing, Walter Powell, Henry Mims, Egbert 
Heard, Mrs. Willie Mae Britt, Mrs. Bessie Lang, and Richard Brown. Mr. 
Lucius served as principal the longest with 12 years total. Mr. Lucius was 
very special to my Dad and his family. Mr. Lucius had some veterinary 
training and my Dad always called him “Doctor Lucius” due to him tend-
ing to sick livestock throughout the community. Mr. Lucius would get my 
Dad, a country boy, to help him go out on the various farms while he doc-
tored the sick stock. When they got finished he would bring my Dad home 
where he would sit and drink coffee on the porch with my Granddaddy 
and Mammaw Robertson.

 In the 1953 school year tragedy struck. The school caught fire and began 
to burn. As the children were brought outside to safety, many of the older 
high school boys rushed in and saved the valuable school records. For 
many months classes were held in some small outbuildings and the lunch 
room till a new school could be built. Nothing stopped the school from 
operating. And during Exercise Sagebrush held in 1955 the roads were 
terrible due to heavy military traffic. The children who attended from the 
Peason Community and rode Marvin Brown’s bus often had to get out 
and push the bus out of the ditch or deep muddy spots. But that was just 
the price of going to school in the country !

 Throughout its history Plainview High had very good girls and boys bas-
ketball teams. For years they played on the dirt court and then in the new 
gym. Richard Brown, the principal in the 1964/1965 school year was also 
the coach of the Plainview Panthers . The boy’s basketball team compiled 
a 20 win 12 loss season . A fitting tribute to the athletes of Plainview High 
School throughout the years who were always were winners. The Fighting 
Panthers of Plainview High !

 The graduating classes had from 1 to 15 graduates. In 1949 Merle Brown 
was the only graduate due to the school system changing from 11 years 
to 12 years to graduate. The final graduating class at Plainview High 
School had 9 graduates. They were Randy Chance, Donald Daniel, Nathan 
J. Dowden, Carroll Ellzey, Bobby Masters, Wayne Maxie, Sherry Moor-
head, Helen Thaxton, and Danielle Volk. The faculty the last year were 
Exie McInnis, Minnie Robertson, Carolyn Brown, Inez Dowden, cafeteria 
manager, Floyd Cabra, custodian, Richard Brown, principal, Lloyd Owens, 
and Lamar Salter. Only 3 faculty members are still with us, Inez Dowden, 
Carolyn Brown, and Minnie Robertson.

 Beginning in the January 1965 Sabine Parish School Board meeting it was 
voted on to CONSOLIDATE Plainview, Pisgah, Mt. Carmel, Belmont, Oak 
Grove, and Noble schools. After the shock of the vote wore off, people be-
gan trying to save their beloved community schools. My uncle and several 
other men went to the school board in an attempt to keep Mt. Carmel 
school operating so that students from Plainview High could merge there. 
There was a hot and heavy debate over this matter. It had good measure 
since Mt. Carmel was about the newest school in south Sabine Parish and 
it could accommodate the students from Plainview. This debate went all 
the way to the Louisiana Legislature but it was finally turned down. So the 
smaller schools of Sabine Parish were to close in 1965.

 Even today 50 years later there is discussion and arguments over this clos-
ing of the schools. In many ways it was the right thing to do. Would it help 
overall because the school was the most important place in a community. 
And when they closed the schools in every community the community 
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actually died off. Plainview had 87 total students, Pisgah had 54, and Mt. 
Carmel had 107. This would greatly enlarge Florien High School . But after 
closing many of the Plainvew families refused to let their children go to 
Florien High. Their children would attend Hornbeck High located in Ver-
non Parish. There was much confusion and disruption. The children who 
went to Hornbeck had no bus since it crossed the parish line. These kids 
had to ride in the back of a pickup truck with a homemade camper type 
cover over the back to get to school. Finally in July 1965 the School Board 
agreed to let students go to whatever school they wanted to attend and 
also to provide transportation for the school children. Classes were split 
apart by the consolidation. In my class at Plainview we had a total of 8 
members. When the school closed 5 of my classmates went to Hornbeck 
and 3 of us went to Florien High. And when the kids from the country 
schools arrived at Florien High it was a shock. A big 2 story school with 
many classrooms and even upstairs for the high school. And to get up-
stairs the boys and girls went up different flights of stairs. It was a melting 
pot of students from 4 schools and it was ironic to see upperclassmen 
who were in the FFA wearing their beloved jackets with the names of Pis-
gah, Plainview, Mt. Carmel, and Florien on the back. But by 1970 all these 
upper classmen had graduated. And by 1977/1978 the last of the chil-
dren involved in the consolidation had graduated. So the consolidation 
came and went and school kids at present day Florien High don’t even 
know that it took place. All we have to hold on to is our memories of our 
school at Plainview. And every other year in even numbered years we still 
continue to hold reunions of graduates and attendees of Plainview High 
at Plainview Baptist Church. If you ever attended or were a graduate we 
invite you to attend in 2016 as old friends and classmates come together 
and have a great reunion. I am proud to have attended this great school 
even though I did not get to graduate there. And as you read this story, 
remember Plainview High and the memories we have!

1929 photograph of all the students attending 
Plainview High School. (Robertson Collection)

The final year in 1965 the Panther 
Yearbook was published and is 
a cherished item by those who 
attended Plainview High School. 
(Robertson Collection)

The very first Plainview High 
School building and auditorium 
in the background. (Robertson 
Collection)

Mr. and Mrs. A.D. L:ucius pictured 
at Plainview High School. Mr 
Lucius was the first principal at 
Plainview High and served there 
12 years. (Robertson Collection)

1929 Plainview High School Girls Basketball 
team. (Robertson Collection)

 Plainview High graduating Class of 1930. Left to 
right Fourthie Jones, Edna Sandel, Elmer Brown, 
Edna Dowden, and Thelma Hardin . (Cole/Rob-
ertson Collection)

The last school building located at Plainview 
High School. This building was built after the 
fire of 1953. (Brown/Robertson Collection)

Plainview Panther’s Boys Basketball Team 
1952. Left to right Red Jones, James Hilton, 
Tom Jones, Victor Ellzey, and Billie Dowden. 
(Robertson Collection)

Plainview Panther Girls Basketball team 1954-
1955 school year. (Robertson Collection)

Mr. Egbert Heard was principal and coach at 
Plainview High School for a total of 7 years. 
(Brown/Robertson Collection)

Mrs. Exie McInnis and her elementary school 
class at Plainview High School in 1956. 
(Brown/Robertson Collection)

Plainview Class of 1942. Bobbie Robertson, 
first boy on front row, was killed in action in 
1944 during World War II. Last boy on front 
row is Hester Sales and last girl on second row 
is Clydell Dowden. (Kile/Robertson Collection)

Plainview Reunion 2014. Members of the 1965 
graduating class who attended the reunion 
were Helen Thaxton Ellzey, Bobby Masters, 
and Carroll Ellzey are pictured. (Robertson 
Collection)



The Scandals of 
Black History
by Edwin Crayton

Not everyone who makes history is a hero 
(just ask Benedict Arnold). And not all his-
tory is something to celebrate (ask the peo-
ple who came up with ideas like slavery or 
the creation of Nazi Germany). This sad fact 
is true of all cultures anywhere in the world 
and any time in history. It’s true of American 
history and, yes, it’s true of the history of the nation’s African Ameri-
can citizens as well. And yet, political correctness has made discussion of 
scandals involving blacks a thing that makes many people uncomfortable. 
In some ways, that is understandable as unfortunately, it’s true that rac-
ists have used such situations to justify unwarranted attacks on people 
of color. Yet, doing the opposite and trying to whitewash---or perhaps 
blackwash----black history is not the answer either. It’s important to tell 
the whole story of a people in order to get a true reflection of who they 
are in history. As a card-carrying African American, I can assure you Afri-
can Americans are strong enough to endure the criticism and often can 
be wise enough to learn from it after prayer and reflection. Indeed, we’ve 
had hundreds of years of practice, due to brutal criticism from the broad-
er culture. By examining were we went wrong, we can lay a foundation 
for improvement.
The following is a short laundry list of an assortment of some scandals 
that have touched the lives of African Americans.

Civil Rights and Wrongs. In the 1950s and 1960s, during the Civil Rights 
Movement, African Americans began to stand up for their rights across 
the country. But not all blacks in the movement were in it for good rea-
sons. It has now been documented that some were spies. In the docu-
mentary “The Spies of Mississippi” we learn of black people who were 
inserted into the movement by state government officials who paid these 
“spies” to give information on the activities of the civil rights workers. 
Yes, these were often African Americans. To oppose the progress made 
by the Civil Rights Movement the government in Mississippi created an 
agency called “The Sovereignty Commission”. It started out as an ad cam-
paign and public relations effort to advertise and promote the so called 
“benefits” of segregation. But it quickly became a spy agency focused on 
infiltrating the civil rights organizations in the state. What is disturbing is 
that some of these spies were prominent, respected blacks who publical-
ly put up a front as being on the side of their people, but in reality behind 
the scenes, they were being paid to sabotage and give damaging infor-
mation on the movement. The national news media was helpful in expos-
ing them. One paper even ran photos of checks received by pastors and 
prominent blacks who sold out to racists. But God is good and before long 
people in the movement found these traitors out and begin to feed them 
fake information. Eventually these people were rooted out, exposed and 
the Civil Rights Movement succeeded. A footnote: Mississippi was not 
the only place that did such things. The Federal Government itself had 
a program that infiltrated black organizations ranging from the radical, 
violence promoting Black Panthers to the peaceful Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The Devil is the First One in Church. That is an old saying familiar to many 
African Americans of a “certain age”. It means that we Christians must 
also watch out for the sinful desires that exist inside each of us. We are all 
fallen creatures the Scripture teaches. That means we Christians must re-
member we are sinners saved by grace, and not saved because we have 
no faults. That includes the clergy. Unfortunately, pastors, deacons and 
other leaders are not exempt from committing sins. So we should not be 
too surprised when a famous pastor is involved in scandal. Such was the 
case with Eddie Long, now deceased, this mega pastor had a huge nation-
al following and was well known. But Long allegedly had another life on 
the side. He was also accused of sexual misconduct. In 2010, Long was ac-
cused by four men of persuading them to have sexual relationships with 
him. The story was more potent because Long was an opponent of same 
sex marriage. The case was settled out of court and Long never admitted 
any wrong doing. But his reputation was tarnished.

Having Some Cold Cash on Hand. According to nola.com, “In 2009, af-
ter serving 18 years in the House of Representatives. William Jefferson, 
a Democrat from New Orleans was convicted of accepting more than 
$400,000 in bribes and “seeking millions more in exchange for broker-
ing deals in Africa.” In a 2005 raid of his Washington home, authorities 
actually found $90,000 in cash stuffed in his freezer. (My mother joked 
he must have wanted to have some cold cash on hand.) In the article 
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on nola.com, Jefferson is mentioned as saying later said the money was 
part of a government sting initiated after a business associate of his told 
the FBI, she thought she was getting scammed. In 2017 a federal judge 
reduced his 13 year sentence to time he had served, which was five years 
and five months.

What are the lessons from such scandals? Maybe it’s simply the fact that 
at the end of the day, Dr. King was right when he advised that we should 
judge people not by the color of their skin but by the content of their 
character. That line was written to protest discrimination against blacks. 
However, it is also true if you flip it and say that African Americans---and 
everyone else---needs to understand that we shouldn’t excuse character 
flaws just to vote for or promote some leader who looks like us. In Mat-
thew 12:50 Jesus taught that our true brothers and sisters are not people 
of our race, class or even family. They are those who love God and do his 
will.

That means voting for the best candidate, not the one who looks like us 
or who talks in a way we feel comfortable with. It means holding mis-
guided leaders and community groups that do wrong, responsible and 
accountable for their shady deeds. Here locally, we have individuals and 
organizations that have violated the public trust and been in scandals that 
hurt the community and the town. It’s helpful to learn from the scandals 
written here and those we read about daily. Support good leaders and 
reward them. But don’t vote for or promote those who do wrong. Pros-
ecute them where appropriate. Above all don’t make excuses for their 
bad actions. And as Dr. Martin Luther King advised, let character not race, 
determine who rises.

What shall it profit a man if he gains the whole world and lose his own 
soul? --Jesus in Mark 8:36

Dimension Development 
Achieves a Historic 
Milestone
Dimension Development achieves a historic milestone by being named 
the Management Company of the Year by Apple Hospitality REIT for ex-
ceptional hotel management in 2017. Competing against fifteen other 
eligible management companies, this honor is reserved for the manage-
ment company that achieves top results based on Apple Hospitality REIT’s 
balanced scorecard. Operating performance is measured against preset 
targets using the following metrics: gross operating profit, flow through, 
RevPAR index, guest satisfaction scores and forecasting accuracy.

“Achieving the top position in our management company rankings is not 
an easy task and we would like to congratulate the Dimension team for 
their commitment to maximizing the performance of the hotels they 
manage for us. We very much appreciate our longstanding relationship,” 
said Krissy Gathright, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Office 
for Apple Hospitality REIT.

“This award represents the incredible ability of our hotel teams and the 
results we are able to produce for our owners. We look forward to con-
tinued success and collaboration with Apple Hospitality REIT,” said Tim 
Horton, Executive Vice President of Operations for Dimension Develop-
ment.

Dimension Development operates twenty-four properties and seven 
brands across the country for Apple Hospitality REIT. The portfolio group 
includes: Courtyard by Marriott®, Fairfield Inn by Marriott®, Springhill 
Suites by Marriott®, Residence Inn by Marriott®, Homewood Suites by 
Hilton®, Hampton Inn by Hilton® and Hilton Garden Inn®. They are rep-
resented in markets that include: Los Angeles, CA; Sacramento, CA; San 
Diego, CA; Seattle, WA; Fresno, CA; Miami, FL; Mahwah, NJ; Denver, CO; 
and Provo, UT.
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   Pastor Jim Manning
   The Life Church -  
   Many, LA

Empty Promises
by Pastor Jim Manning
The Life Church, Many, LA

We’ve just celebrated what is probably the most 
significant Christian holiday on the calendar: Eas-
ter! Not another holiday holds as much hope and 
promise as this wonderful day we call “Easter.” 
The birth of Christ we celebrate at Christmastime 
is a beautiful time of year that signifies the unex-
plainable love of God toward us, but the mission 
of Jesus was fulfilled and perfected when that 
empty tomb was discovered. Because of the emp-
ty tomb, our lives can be full of hope, power, and 
the Spirit of the Almighty God!

Sometimes in our limited human thinking, we question God when things 
don’t appear to be fruitful in our lives. We’ve lived right, prayed, read the 
Word, fasted, led our families in God’s way, and yet our situation seems 
empty, devoid of God’s provision and direction. However, I would present 
that sometimes life’s greatest blessings and displays of God’s power show 
up in the midst of emptiness.

Several stories in the Bible tell of empty wombs that were opened up in 
miraculous ways. One of these is Sarah, the wife of Abraham. Abraham and 
Sarah lived for many, many years accepting the fact that they were unable 
to have children due to Sarah’s barrenness. However, in Genesis 15, God 
made a covenant with Abraham, telling him his descendants would be as 
numerous as the stars in the heavens. Abraham believed God, although 
he still wondered aloud to God how it would happen since his wife was 
barren. Even though God didn’t directly answer the question, He assured 
Abraham that this would happen. Then, there was a waiting period of 25 
years. Twenty-five more years of emptiness before the fulfillment of the 
promise God gave them. Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90! 
For decades Abraham and Sarah lived through their marriage with empti-
ness, not understanding why they were not blessed with a child. However, 
out of that emptiness came the nation that would be God’s own people 
and the bloodline of Jesus Christ himself. Talk about abundance coming 
out of emptiness!

There are many instances while Jesus walked the earth where we can find 
blessings that emerged from seemingly empty situations. One of the most 
well-known miracles is the feeding of the 5,000. As Jesus was teaching by 
the Sea of Galilee, a crowd gathered to hear him. The crowd grew to 5,000 
men, plus women and children. When it was getting late, the disciples 
suggested that Jesus send the people to buy food for themselves. Jesus 
simply said, “You feed them.” The disciples were stunned, saying, “All we 
have is a basket of five loaves of bread and two fish a little boy donated! 
How can we feed all these people?” In relation to the size of the crowd, I’d 
say that’s a pretty empty basket. However, in all His goodness and power, 
Jesus took the food they had, blessed it, and multiplied it to become an 
all-you-can-eat feast for the people! There were even twelve baskets of 
leftovers! Again, abundance overflowed from what looked like hopeless 
emptiness. (Reference Matthew 14 and John 6.)

Another example of hope in the midst of emptiness has a powerful mes-
sage of its own. In Matthew 21, Jesus entered into the Temple in Jeru-
salem. He certainly didn’t find emptiness there; instead He looked on a 
scene that broke His heart and stirred up anger in His Spirit. The Tem-
ple had been turned into a marketplace for sacrificial offerings instead 
of being the house of prayer it was intended to be. Money changers and 
merchants were inside the temple selling animals for sacrifices! Jesus was 
outraged. He overturned the tables and drove them all out of the Temple. 
He emptied the Temple. Once the Temple was empty of all the things that 
didn’t belong there, the Bible says that the lame and blind came to Him 
there, and many healings were performed. The Temple had to be emptied 
of all the inappropriate things before there was room for the miracles Je-
sus wanted to perform!

Not only is that a powerful message for the physical Temple, but it is 
mightily applicable to us today. The Bible teaches us that through the New 
Covenant, WE are the Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). We 
are meant to be houses of prayer, dwelling places for the Spirit of God. 
When we are full of the junk of this world, or even the things we fool our-
selves into thinking are good for us (just like the merchants were selling 
animals for sacrifices), there is no room for the miracles Jesus wants to do 
within us. Sometimes we must start overturning tables and driving things 
out of our lives so there is room for Jesus!

There is power and potential in emptiness. Although it’s hard, we should 
not curse the emptiness that sometimes enters our lives. There could be a 
nation preparing to being birthed from us! There could be a multiplication 
of what’s in our basket about to occur! And there could be miracles just 
waiting to take place in the midst of our emptiness!

 
   Tommy Lewis, Youth Pastor 
   The Life Church, Many, LA

From Broken to 
Beautiful
by Tommy Lewis

Romans 8:28- And we know that all 
things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose. 
How can all things work together for 
my good if I am broken? If I am strug-
gling in my life, where is the good? In 
my tragedy, in my pain, in my sickness, 
and in my hurt, where is the good? 
If you want to be real with yourself, 
these very questions have ran through 
your mind. You have a storm in your 
life, and it’s hard to see where exact-
ly the good is going to come from. You 
don’t understand why you have to go 
through this time of hurt, this time of pain. All you see is the situation 
with no resolution in sight. Nothing makes sense. It’s just not adding up. 
Why me Lord? Why do I have to suffer? Why do I have to go through this? 
Why must my life be broken?

 There is something that you must realize today, your definition of broken 
and God’s definition of broken are totally different. You see your broken-
ness as a curse. God sees your brokenness and sees an opportunity to do 
a life changing work in your life. Psalm 34:18-19. The Lord is nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out 
of them all. God is near to those that are broken and delivers them out 
of all their afflictions. So then why are you still going through storms if 
God will deliver you from all afflictions? Why does it feel like the enemy is 
attacking you, and it’s not getting any better? Why is God allowing these 
storms to continue when He has the power to stop them? It’s simply be-
cause God has a plan for your life. His plan is to build your testimony.

 Revelation 12:11- And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and 
by the word of their testimony. Everyone that has been set free by Jesus 
Christ has a testimony. Your testimony tells of all that Jesus has done for 
you. Where He’s brought you from to what He’s brought you through. No 
one testimony is the same or greater than any other. The him that Revela-
tion 12:11 refers to is satan. So we overcome the devil by the blood of the 
lamb and by the word of our testimony. How do you get a testimony? You 
have to go through a test to get a testimony. You will never know what 
Jesus can do until you are in a situation that only He can fix. You can’t pos-
sibly know He can heal you body until you’re sick. You can’t know that He 
is mender of the brokenhearted until you’re heart has been broken. You 
can’t know He’s your provider until you have financial trouble and have 
nowhere else to turn.

 Without a testimony, you can’t overcome the devil. So all the storms and 
trials you go through in your life are all in the great master plan of the 
Master to build your testimony so you can be an overcomer. You can’t be 
more than a conqueror without something to conquer. Whatever you are 
going through right now whether it’s sickness, family problems, finan-
cial distress, pain, hurt, or anything else, it will not be the end of you. It 
has purpose. It’s all part of the plan to build your testimony. God hasn’t 
forgotten about you. God hasn’t left you. God is simply building your tes-
timony. David would have never been King over Israel if not for Goliath 
standing in his way. Nineveh would have never been saved and granted 
mercy if not for the fish that swallowed Jonah. Daniel could have nev-
er been a ruler in Babylon without first being brought into captivity. Job 
couldn’t become one of the wealthiest and blessed men in the land until 
he lost everything first. Lazarus could not have been a part of one of the 
greatest miracles ever recorded unless he died.

Our brokenness has purpose, but we still see it as a curse. Galatians 3:13- 
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree. The 
cross was seen as a curse, but now we don’t see it that way. That’s where 
our Savior shed His innocent blood for our sins. That’s where Jesus was 
hurt and endured pain for us. That’s where He was broken for us. Jesus 
was broken for us, and as much as I hate it, I’m so glad He did it. He was 
broken for us and yet it’s so beautiful. His brokenness had purpose for us. 
Our brokenness has purpose for Him. Don’t curse your brokenness. It’s 
beautiful in God’s eyes just like the cross is beautiful in our eyes.



show up better in low light. 
Pastel colors make a space 
look larger and more open 
and tend to create a tran-
quil, restful mood. Vibrant, 
rich colors tend to invigorate 
the landscape and can make 
a larger area appear small-
er and much more intimate. 
Keep in mind the green foli-
age in your landscape as well 
when planting colored flow-
ers. Be creative and use your 
style when planting your per-
fect flower bed!
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Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, TRU

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets

Seafood • Steak Fingers
Hand Battered Onion Rings

Livers • Breast Filets
Much, Much More

256-3953
105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Call In
Orders To Go

OPEN
Mon-Sat

10am-10pm
Sunday

10am-3pm

Beyond the 
Garden
By: Jennifer Byles

Planting Flower Beds
Spring has sprung and there is much 
to do in our flower beds! Our days are 
getting longer and the buds are ap-
pearing. It can be overwhelming as we 
wonder where to start! Flower beds 
are a great place to begin.

When planting flower beds, consider 
the color scheme you’d like before visiting the nursery. Think about the 
colors that are currently in and around your flower bed when deciding 
a color or colors. Also consider additional colors that you may combine 
during the season. To have control over your colors, it’s wise to avoid 

purchasing mixed color packs. 
If you are undecided or unsure 
how to combine colors, you can 
combine cool colors such as reds, 
burgundy, magenta, pink, purple, 
violet, blue or any of those color 
variations. Warm colors to com-
bine may include reds with an or-
ange tint, gold, yellow, peach, and 
rust.

Use color where you want to highlight attention, such as at your front 
door, sidewalk entrance, or other entryway. Avoid using color to “cov-
er with beauty” unattractive features (trashcan, water meter, A/C unit). 
Generally speaking, it will attract more attention to the area. Stick to 
one or two colors and restrain from using every color that you like in the 
same bed!

For a harmonious look, plant individual colors in masses or groups, es-
pecially if the bed will be viewed from a distance. Pastel colors should 
be used in areas that will be viewed primarily in the evening since they 

Blazin A’s Steak and Seafood
1949 Hwy 117 • Provencal, LA 71468

(318) 472-6999
Tuesday - Saturday    11AM - 8 PM

Owner: Charlene Womack
“Home of the Old-Fashioned Hamburgers”

Ribeyes • T-Bones • Sirloins • Seafood Platters

Daily Lunches • 11AM ‘til 2PM
All you can eat Catfish with Salad Bar

Thursday, Friday & Saturday • 5PM ‘till Closing
Free Salad Bar w/Entree - Dine In Only

Try our famous Taters: Bomb.com, Taco, Cajun & Chicken Fried

BOILED CRAWFISH
Thursday, Friday & Saturday • 5PM - 8 PM

“Cheapest Prices Around” • Call 318-472-6999 for more info.

abine Mfd HomesS
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Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek to pro-
vide the people of this area with news and information 
about the current events and happenings in the catego-
ries of dining, entertainment, sports and the arts, while 
providing a venue for retail and commercial establish-
ments, as well as local artisans, non-profit and service 
organizations to present themselves to the public. We 
also strive to feature some of the rich history and cul-
ture this area is particularly known for. 

Visiting With The Toledo 
Cruisers
      by Rickey Robertson
    
 Saturday November 4, 2017 was a beau-
tiful clear and sunny day and my wife 
and I decided to ride up to Many, La. and 
other places to see the beauty of the fall 
leaves and to have a good meal. As we 
got to Many , located in the Market Bas-
ket parking lot was a car show, filled with 
antique and vintage vehicles of all types. 
The show was being presented by the Toledo Cruisers, a local car club 
and many folks had gathered to look at the beautiful vintage vehicles. 
There were Chevy’s, Ford’s, cars and trucks and even a Vietnam Era mili-
tary jeep. Something for everyone to look at !

 Carl Chance, one of the founders and also president of the club gave me 
some information on the group. The club, officially known as the Toledo 
Cruisers and Car Club, was formed in November 2014. The original found-
ing members were Dean and Debbie Crittenden, Billy Colston, Arden Set-
tle, Robert Clark, Corley Jackson, and Don Case. The club was formed for 
everyone interested in cars, trucks, and motorcycles. To be a member of 
the club you do not have to own an old antique vehicle and you don’t 
have to own a sports car either. This unique club wants folks to join with 
them if they have an interest and enjoy antique and newer vehicles and 
enjoy learning about these vehicles.

 This unique club wants folks to join with them if they have an interest and 
enjoy antique and new vehicles and enjoy learning about these vehicles. 
To gain membership it only costs $20.00 for an individual or a couple. 
Over the years there have been as many as 65 members and the club is 
always looking for new members. The club has members who have a wide 
and varied array of knowledge and skills pertaining to classic and antique 
vehicles and they enjoy sharing this with those interested.

 Each month the club attempts to have at least one club activity. The club 
has Cars and Coffee at various local businesses when they are invited and 
have an open date that is agreeable to everyone. The club meets once 
per month on the third Thursday at 6 p.m. in the Sabine Parish Tourist 
Commission meeting room. This location is on Hwy. 6 just west of Glass 
Technology. Plenty of parking for those who attend these meetings.

 Each year the Toledo Cruisers conducts a yearly Car Show in May that is 
always well attended and those who attend really enjoy strolling along 
viewing all the vehicles. The 2018 Car Show will be held at the Sabine 
Parish Fairgrounds on Saturday May 19th, 2018. If you attend many of the 
festivals in our area you will see many of the Toledo Cruisers participat-
ing in these parades . It is always a great sight to see these wonderfully 
restored vehicles rolling down the parade route ! When you see the To-
ledo Cruisers coming through give them a big wave and give them a big 
welcome shout ! And area businesses, invite the Toledo Cruisers to come 
and have a Cars and Coffee event at your place. Great job on the vehicles 
Toledo Cruisers….keep’em rolling !

Poster telling of the MayDaze Car Show to be held on May 19, 2018. (To-
ledo Cruisers Collection)

Toledo Cruisers banner at the Novem-
ber 4, 2017 Car Show in Many, La. 
(Robertson Collection)

2 classic Chevrolet’s at the Toledo 
Cruisers Car Show in Many La. 
Chevrolet Impala and Corvette 
both beautifully restored. (Rob-
ertson Collection)

Ronald Schrock displayed his 
Vietnam Era M151A1 military 
jeep  in USAF markings for 
those interested in military ve-
hicles. (Robertson Collection)

Beautifully restored 
classic cars at the Toledo 
Cruisers car show. (Rob-
ertson Collection)

View of street rods and restored cars and trucks at the Toledo 
Cruisers Car Show in Many, La. in November 2017. (Robertson 
Collection)
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Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear
650 San Antonio Ave.     318-431-1503     Downtown Many 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH
$2 TUESDAYS! Fried Pickles, Popcorn Shrimp, Longnecks and Margaritas!

Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp

Sat Apr 7 - Buster Jordan

Sat Apr 14- Uptown Jazz

Sat Apr 21 - The Turn-Ups

Sat Apr 28 - TBD#awesomecrawfish
318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials
And Soup of the Day

Learning 
Disabilities
by Herbert de Launay

At least 20% of all children struggle due to 
various learning disabilities, according to 
a 1998 report from the National Institute 
of Child Health and Human Development. 
There are some problems that we outgrow 
as we get older. But some of these problems 
remain with us even as adults.

It is important to realize that if a child has been struggling with school 
that a learning disability is probably present. It does not help to simply 
say that a child or adult is lazy or unmotivated. Often they are trying the 
best they can.

Some learning disabilities are genetic in origin. Thus it is not the person’s 
fault. Also, it is interesting that some problems can show themselves in 
other areas of physical health. For example, a person with learning dis-
abilities may also have frequent stomach aches. The child is not just com-
plaining. The nerves in our brains are similar to the nerves in our muscles 
and even in our intestines. So a child who has trouble reading may also 
be clumsy or have messy handwriting due to poor muscle control. And 
the person may also have digestive problems or stomach aches or irri-
table bowel syndrome (IBS). Some who take an SSRI for mental health 
issues find that it helps with IBS.

A search on “Learning Disabilities” at the public Library can reveal many 
resources. There are books for children and also books for adults who 
may have struggles with learning, reading, writing, math, and related ar-
eas.

It would be helpful if people could easily get an assessment of whether 
they or their children have such problems. Actually, the problems can be 
seen in various areas. People are different and this is also true in terms of 
learning problems. Unfortunately, assessments by professionals can be 

expensive. Most schools cannot afford to have a psychiatrist or child psy-
chologist on the staff. And, if an assessment were done, many schools 
would not have the trained personnel available to implement the neces-
sary programs for learning. Thus many children end up sitting in classes 
learning little and getting more frustrated with their lives.

There are methods to help people with learning disabilities. One per-
son I think of is the noted author Temple Grandin. She has autism and 
a Ph.D. Her parents saw to it that she received the private schooling 
and tutoring that she needed to succeed. Unfortunately, many parents 
cannot afford to do this. Her accomplishments are also a reminder that 
someone can be intelligent but also have learning problems.

This is also a problem with the criminal justice system. Some who end up 
in jail would not have ended up there if they had received an adequate, 
appropriate education and vocational and social skills training.
There is a problem with affordability. However, society ends up paying 
the cost due to reduced productivity as well as the costs of disability 
assistance and the expenses of incarceration in some cases.

Besides genetics, other issues can also affect a child’s development and 
learning. Nutrition is on important element. That is why the WIC (Wom-
en, Infants, Children) food program is useful. Pollution can also be a fac-
tor. Lead in the environment can impair mental development. This was 
part of the problem in Flint, Michigan.

FFL TRANSFERS
at

POP’S GUN LOCKER
call

318-645-7673
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City Marshal Randy Williams wanted to inform the following people 
that they have outstanding bench warrants through the Natchitoches 
City Marshal’s Office. The names on this list did not pay their fines in 
full nor did they return to court on the court date they were sentenced 
to by City Court Judge Gahagan. These individuals will need to clear up 
their fines and bench warrant fees at the City Marshal’s Office located 
at 373 Second St. to stop any further action:

FINE PAYMENT (F):
Arecia Carhee, 147 Ivanhoe St, Many, La – (2) To Be Sentenced
Markita Brimsey, 500 North St Apt K-4, Natch, La – To Be Sentenced
Roy Babineaux, 320 Winona St, Natch, La – Exp MVI, No DL, SCDP
Shenthia Arthur, 119 Sylvan, Natch, La – Simple Possession of Marijua-
na 
Latreyvon Durham, 1411 Dixie St, Natch, La – To Be Sentenced
Douglas Johnson, 1012 Lake St, Natch, La – Simple Possession of Mari-
juana, Exp Registration
Jordan Johnson, 828 Salim St, Natch, La – Disturbing the Peace
Leon Johnson, 1308 West Lakeshore Dr, Natch, La – Simple Possession 
of Marijuana 
Joshua Purvis, 2630 Fish Hatchery Rd, Natch, La – To Be Sentenced
Sandra Lowery, 1224 Grace Ave, Natch, La – Illegal Possession of Stolen 
Things
Zenita Lewis, 200 Willow Bend Apt 216, Natch, La – Theft
John King, 724 Lafayette St, Natch, La – Simple Possession of Marijuana 
Cody Bankhead, 731 Sisson Rd, Natch, La – Remaining on Premises
Chase Walker, 444 Marcelli Rd, Clarence, La – No Seat Belt
Laqueitchi Sykes, 648 Jackson Dr, Natch, La – Exp MVI
Albert Stephens, 1018 Clarence Dr, Natch, La – Switched/Altered Stick-
er
Ebony Matthews, 512 Virginia St, Natch, La – No Drivers License
Meira Marzahl, 2016 Columbus Circle, Leesville, La – Exp MVI
Loyd Brown, 500 North St Apt A-3, Natch, La – Expired Drivers License
Demario Braxton, 131 Sam Clark Rd, Natchez, La – No Drivers License 
Stephen Armour, 288 Vienna Rd, Natch, La – Exp MVI

Trial (T):
Greg Demars, 626 Winona St, Natch, La – Driving Left of Center, (2) 
Unlicensed Driver, (2) Exp MVI, No DL, Open Container
Demika Daniels, 166 Cedar Grove Dr, Natch, La – To Be Sentenced
Christa Daniels, 1105 Rowena St, Natch, La– Criminal Trespass, (2) Re-
maining on Premises, Theft, (2) To Be Sentenced
Quantesha Charles, 1410 Berry Ave, Natch, La – Disturbing the Peace, 
To Be Sentenced
Angela Hayes, 421 Demeziere St, Natch, La – Theft

DO YOU HAVE A 
WARRANT?

In the late ’90s, a Chihuahua named 
Gidget served as the “spokesdog” 
for what restaurant chain?
      1. Arby’s        2. Pizza Hut          3. Subway             4. Taco Bell

Answer: Gidget, nicknamed the “Taco Bell Chihua-
hua”, was an advertising figure and mascot for the 
Taco Bell restaurant chain from May 16, 1993 to Oc-
tober 23, 2004. The dog (sometimes depicted as a 
Mexican revolutionary wearing a beret or as a bandi-
do wearing a sombrero) was made to speak through 
special effects. Her advertising catchphrase was “¡Yo 

quiero Taco Bell!” (“I want Taco Bell!”). The figure grew popular, so much 
so that toy figures of the dog were produced, and “¡Yo quiero Taco Bell!” 
became a recognized piece of popular culture.

Village of 
Robeline
Easter Egg 
Hunt A 
Success
 (Continued from Page 1)

From what I was told, this is an event started in Robeline by former 
Mayor Tommy O’Con. It was held a few years until it sadly fizzled out. 
Town officials are optimistic for this to once again become an annu-
al event. “It’s something good for the community. “You get to get out 
and meet your neighbors, and new people show up.” said Councilman 
Bockstanz. Although, no one could really agree on exactly whose idea 
it was to bring back the annual kids event,  one thing is certain, it was 
a good one!

I am not a Robeline ‘native’ but my kids & I ventured out to have a 
good time; and let me tell you something – you would not have known 
that this particular day was the first time I met most of these people! 
Even before I was formally introduced to Mayor Bobby Behan, he had 
already made a point to strike up a conversation with me. These are the 
people that make a small town thrive; good, honest, hard workers that 
truly care about their community. I would like to extend my personal 
thanks to the Village of Robeline – for not only such a wonderful time 
on Saturday, but most of all, for making my kids and I feel so at home! I 
encourage you – keep your eyes peeled for next year’s event, you won’t 
want to miss it!

See Related Coverage on Page 18

Golden Egg Prize winners were (Front Row-Kneeling) Harley Sepulvado 
-Nerf Easter Basket; Macey Jordan - Minnie Mouse Easter Basket; (Stand-
ing) Jack the Easter Bunny; Melanie Clary - Stuffed Yellow Peep; Leighton 
Strebeck - Stuffed Blue Peep; Annalise Ivy - Outside Toys Easter Basket
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There is a very important item of interest spread-
ing around Natchitoches Parish. There is a move-
ment by three Parish Council members, Mr. Chris Paige, Mr. Rodney Bed-
good, and Ms. Patsy Ward Hoover to get the residents of Natchitoches 
Parish to force the Natchitoches Parish Council to pass an ordinance call-
ing for an election to abolish the Home Rule Charter and to go back to the 
Police Jury form of government.

If you would be so kind, please allow me to address the concerns that I 
have been approached with.

1) The people are saying that under the Police Jury, they could call their 
respective juror with a concern, and it was handled within a day or so. 
Ordinance 26 of 1983 states that it is illegal for a juror/council member 
to have any direct contact, supervision or to direct any work to be per-
formed. The fact is that these jurors were calling the Parish maintenance 
barn as the shift meeting was adjourning and were asking the workers 
where they were being assigned for that particular day. The workers felt 
compelled to tell the jurors where they were being assigned because un-
der the police jury, the jurors were their bosses. These jurors were waiting 
until the work had been completed and then either calling the residents 
in these areas, or driving to these locations and telling the residents that 
they were being sure that the workers had done the work that they as-
signed them or they were going to run them off. They were taking credit 
for the work, when in reality the Road Maintenance Supervisor is the one 
that ordered the work.

2) The people are saying that we need to stop patching the roads with 
cold mix. The fact is that under the Police Jury and the leadership of the 
three original jurors that are serving on the Council, along with the eight 
other jurors that are not serving now, all of the parish owned hot mix 
equipment was sold. No one has been able or willing to offer any expla-
nation as to who bought it, how much was it sold for, or where the money 
went. All we own now is a truck and shovels to complete these repairs. I 
might add that in the Police Jury days, we had over 100 employees at the 
road department and we only have 18 now.

3) The people are saying that we need to take the tax money that was ap-
propriated by the residents of Natchitoches Parish by the passing of taxes 
and apply them to the roads. By law, tax dollars are required to be spent 
in the areas that they were passed for. It is illegal to take funds from ANY 
designated area and apply them anywhere other than where they are 
designated for by the voters.

There was a total of $29,475,661.70 collected in total Parish and Local 
taxes for the calendar year of 2017.
 
A breakdown of the taxes are as follows, according to information ac-
quired by me from the Natchitoches Tax Assessors Office:

PARISH TAXES                                                  TOTAL           PER TAX DOLLAR
 General tax @1.69 mills      $  88,019.68  .006 cents 
 General Tax Outside @3.39 mills     $775,824.74   .026 cents 
 Public Buildings @2.81 mills     $955,924.38  .032 cents
 Library @6.9 mills            $2,347,287.63  .079 cents
 Health Unit @2.81 mills     $955,924.38   .032 cents    
 Cane River W/W @6.00 mills            $2,041,119.68  .069 cents
 Law Enforcement 1 @8.18 mills      $2,782,726.49  .094 cents
 Law Enforcement 2 @9.96 mills  $3,388,258.66  .114 cents
 Ambulance @5.31 mills   $1,806,390.91  .061 cents
 Assessment District @3.70 mills  $1,258,690.47  .042 cents
ROAD TAXES
 Road District #40   $1,093,540.78  .037 cents
SCHOOL TAXES
 General School @4.65 mills  $1,581,867.75  .053                                                        
 Special School @7.00 mills   $2,381,306.29  .080
 Con. School #6 @7.00 mills     $200,677.23   .006
 SD #9 @7.00 mills   $1,445,708.19  .040 
 CSD #7 @29.00 mills    $1,540,681.78  .052
 CSD #8 Maintenance @7.00 mills       $61,523.13      .002
 CSD #8 Special @7.00 mills         $61,523.13    .002
 CSD #8 Bond @33.00 mills      $290,037.58              .009
 CSD #10 @20.00 mills                                         
LEVEE TAXES
 Levee Tax R/R $100/mile           $5,631.70        .0001 
 Levee Tax P/L  $50/mile           $5,096.50    .0001  
 Levee Tax         .005/acre            $9,900.07     .0003 
 Natchitoches Levee @4.22 mills     $843,548.05     .028
MISCELLANEOUS TAXES 
 RR W/W Cof @1.52 mills       $514,909.61   .017
 RR W/W Maint @.82 mills      $277,780.19       .009
 Forestry Tax .08/acre          $31,078.85      .001   
 Fire District #10 @8.7 mills         $42,474.12      .001

 Fire District #2 @7.01 mills        $65,832.56      .002
 Fire District #3 @9.28 mills         $95,999.35      .0003
 Fire District #4 @20.00 mills      $215,922.99       .007
 Fire District #5 @7.19 mills      $134,836.69        .004  
 Fire District #6 @9.59 mills       $594,126.69      .020      
 Fire District #7 @9.95 mills       $409,209.12   .013  
 Fire District #8 @13.94 mills           $29,045.53     .0009  
 Fire District #9 @4.97 mills        $208,194.60    .007

If the people didn’t approve of where these tax dollars are being spent, 
these millages would have to be brought back up to the voters for re-
assessment at the polls. If the millages were reduced, then the voters 
could ask that the millages that were reduced be applied to the roads or 
anywhere they voted at the polls to apply them. The Council cannot just 
take these taxes and apply them wherever we wish.

4) The people are saying that they don’t believe us when we say we 
have no money. On November 19, 2012 the Police Jury voted to spend 
$883,922.73 on the following roads in one night:

 Gorum Road                                        $128,198.66
 Grappes Bluff                                      $141,617.23 (Juror Litton)
 Patrick Road                                        $140,200.23 (Juror Hoover)
 Post Mill Road                                     $137,829.95 (Juror LaCour via Juror 
Salter)
 Cloud Crossing/ Hart Road               $143,063.42 (Juror Bedgood)
 Breazeale Springs                               $31,881.86  (Juror Paige)
 Bethal Road                                         $141,131.18

The public bid law states that you may spend no more than $150,000 per 
project without seeking bids. When asked how far this would take them 
on each road, the Police Jury President stated that he told the contrac-
tor to stop shy of $150,000 because no one wants to go to jail over this. 
A State Senator and State Representative in the audience advised the 
Police Jury that the law states that a project cannot be altered to circum-
vent the Bid Law. The Jury advised that they were going to do it anyway.

5) The people are saying that the Council has no voice. I have to agree 
rather strongly on this area. The Council is responsible for confirming any 
Department Head position, boards/commissions, contracts, and budget 
revisions.

When these items come before the Council, we are only allowed to see 
the one recommendation that President Nowlin puts before us. We are 
not afforded the courtesy of seeing any other applicants or bids. We are 
expected to make a decision  based on the recommendation of the Pres-
ident. We should be able to see every name so that we can assure to 
the people that we are making the correct decision and not just rubber 
stamping something just because one person feels this is the right deci-
sion.

Based on the above mentioned facts, please pray that God gives you dis-
cernment in making the right decision as to whether we should remain 
under the Home Rule Charter or return to the Police Jury form of gov-
ernment.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions that you may have. I 
am here to serve and I am only a phone call away.

Thank you and God Bless You all,

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council
District 5
(318)652-0382

Open Letter from 
Natchitoches 
Councilman  
Russell Rachel
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Newest CASA Advocates 
Sworn in on March 18
Newest advocates being sworn in to begin ad-
vocating on behalf of the abused and neglect-
ed children of Natchitoches, Red River, & Sabine 
parishes.

Judge Desiree Dyess, Temia Griffin and Erica Durr

Judge Desiree Dyess & Shereka Jefferson

Keynote Speakers
former foster youth
Htet Htet Rodgers
Jarvis Spearmen

Thursday, April 19th
6:00pm - 9:00pm

Knights of Columbus Hall
1105 E 5th St., Natchitoches, LA 71457

For more information about the event and
ticket prices contact

CASA of Central Louisiana
318-238-2446

Visit our websit at
www.casanat.org

I am for the child™

2018
CASA Awareness Social

Court Appointed 
Special Advocates

FOR CHILDREN
CASA OF 

CENTRAL LOUISIANA

Trinity Episcopal Donates 
Goodies to CASA for Easter 
2018
Trinity Episcopal Church donated over 30 Easter 
baskets, stuffed full of goodies for our CASA chil-
dren this year! We appreciate their donations so 
much each year, and we know our children do too. 
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CASA Conducting its 
Largest Training Class 
of 2018
CASA of Central Louisiana is conducting its larg-
est training class, we are so excited to have this 
group joining our CASA team! After they finish 
their 30 hours required for training they will be-
gin to advocate for the abused and neglected 
children of Natchitoches, Red River, & Sabine 
parishes. If you or someone you know would 
like to join us please contact us at 318-238-
2446.
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Lee Lee’s

Children’s
Boutique

Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA

Joy Impact Counseling Services, LLC
861 3rd St.

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-652-8140 (office)

318-521-8035 (fax)
Jimpact.llc@outlook.com (email)

Now Hiring!!!!
Licensed Clinical Social Worker-LCSW
Licensed Professional Counselor-LPC

Mental Heath Professional-MHP
Mental Health Specialist-MHS

YOU MAY SUBMIT RESUMES
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS OR
FAX NUMBER LISTED BELOW

rstewart.jic@outlook.com
318-521-8035

We offer sizes
up to

16’ x 50’

        Free Delivery
       &

       Set up Included

       You can choose from several styles
and a variety of colors.

We offer low maintenance exteriors
and a brand new flooring system

in the country’s leading
PORTABLE BUILDINGS!!

24142 HWY 191, ZWOLLE, LA 71486
Located 4 miles south of Zwolle; 6 miles north of T-Town

318-645-7673 • 318-645-7670 (fax)

Open 7 Days for Your Convenience
Mon-Sat: 8AM-6PM      Sun: 10AM-4PM

It’s time to “Spring” into 
action and buy that storage 
shed so you can empty that 
extra room or create your 

special private place  

Tea Time
Antiques & Uniques 

2218 Port Arthur St. • Zwolle, LA 71486 • 318-645-8080

Antiques • Collectibles
Home Decor • Crosses • Candles

Bath & Spa Items
Jewelry • Chalk Paint

Wedding Rentals • Balloons & Gifts

You Name it, we can probably do it!

Thank you Sabine Parish for the love & support!
#ShopLocal
#SupportSmall Business
www.facebook.com/teatimeantiques

Owners Jason & Torrie Sepulvado

HOURS
SUn., MOn. & TUeS. • CLOSeD

WeD., THURS. & FRi. • 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
SATURDAy • 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

AvAiLAbLe AFTeR HOURS

@ (318) 315-1241

Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459
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4-28  BRANDY ROBERTS 
w/Bud Christian’s Band

Encore Performance
Jerry Lee Lewis, Gospel, Country, ‘50s & ‘60s

$15/Adults   $25/Couple   $5/Kids

5-26  7 p.m. AVERY MICHAELS &20S
Country, Bluegrass, Popular

$15/Adults   $25/Couple   $5/Kids

9-22  7p.m. JERAD BRIDGES BAND
Louisiana Country

$15/Adults   $25/Couple   $5/Kids

October-December Concert Schedule TBA

THE TOWN OF MANY & MANY CULTURAL DISTRICT
PRESENT THE

April 7 • The Zookeeper’s Wife • 7PM
April 21 • Malificent • 7PM

May 5 • True Grit w/John Wayne • 7PM

In Honor of Memorial Day
May 19 • Saving Private Ryan w/Tom Hanks • 

7PM

June 2 • Cinderella • 7PM
Father’s Day Special

June 16 • Legends of the Fall • 7PM

MANY COMMUNITY CENTER
SAN ANTONIO AVE. • MANY, LA

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Continental Breakfast
Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service

More to Expect

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

THE TOWN OF MANY & MANY CULTURAL DISTRICT
PRESENT THE

TESTIMONIAL FROM 
ONE OF OUR LOYAL 

ADVERTISERS
If you want your name out there, there’s 
no better local advertising than Around The 
Town. Quiet often I have folks come in and 
dine for the first time after seeing my ad 
each month in Around The Town. The pa-
per is seen just about everywhere you go 
and it is a valuable source for local news 
and events.Tommy and his dedicated and 
talented staff treat you like family from the 
first day they meet you. Let them help grow 
your business as they have mine!
        -Charlene Womack, Owner Blazin’ A Seafood & Steak

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items
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B 

We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, décor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, Lone 
Star feed, various seeds, dog, horse & 
cattle supplies, Bonnie plants & Tops 
Plus dog food. 
 

Bo & Lisa Ezernack, owners 
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486 

318-645-6992 

          OUTDOOR
PRODUCTS

• Zero Turn
 •Tractors
  •Tillers

•Push Mowers
DELIVERY AND TERMS AVAILABLE

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS!

Lafitte’s Home Furnishings
515 Church • Many, LA 71449

318 256-9252

2348 Natchitoches Hwy., Many, LA 71449
4 BD,  3 BA, 2800 sq. ft +/-, 1.71 acres +/-,

Total remodel from ceiling to floor
Ronald D. Bandon, Listing Agent

Contact us for more details:
Ronald D. Brandon-Broker/Owner 

318-471-5075

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948

Zwolle Loggers and 
Forestry Festival Set 
for May 11-12
Zwolle Loggers and Forestry Festival is held each year on the second 
weekend in May. Much of Zwolle’s and even the entire Toledo Bend ar-
ea’s local industry once revolved around the logging business. Still today, 
the Zwolle area is dependent upon the logging industry. So it is fitting that 
just about a decade ago, a group of local leaders came up with the idea of 
the Zwolle Loggers & Forestry Festival.

The festival pays tribute to all the logging and forestry families and indus-
tries in the town and parish. Activities include a Blessing of the Fleet (log 
trucks), parade, logging activities, contests, music, food, arts and crafts, 
and forestry exhibits.

Make plans to come out to this years festival which will be held on May 
11 & 12 on the Zwolle Festival Grounds located at 1100 South Main Street 
in Zwolle.

For more information call Ronnie Brandon, 318-256-5910. Be watching 
for full details including schedule of events in the May issue of Around 
The Town.

TYLER INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
625 East Carroll St.
Post Office Box 486
Coushatta, Louisiana 71019

Email:
tylerjones@tylerinsagency.com

Phone: (318) 932-5729
Fax: (318) 932-6255
Cell: (318) 471-8111

Tyler G. Jones
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A & A Pest Solutions LLC

PROMiSeS KePT/SeRviCeS DeLiveReD

“HOMe OF nexT DAy SeRviCe”

Rodney C. Abington
RODney@AAPeSTSOLUTiOnS.COM

141 CASSiDy LAne

MAny, LA 71449
CALL RODney OR KyLe

318-273-bUGS (2847)

Womack 
Tire & Auto
1949 Hwy 117 • Provencal, LA 71468

318-581-0594
• New & Used Tires
• Flat Fix
• Light Mechanical Work
• Lawn Mower Repair
• 24/7 Road Side Assis-

tance 
HOURS
Mon-Fri • 8am-6pm

Saturday • 8am-Noon

HugoLawnandGardenllc.com

Irrigation, Landscaping & Tree Service,
      Lawn, Planting & Trimming

Parking Lot Cleaning, etc.
Pressure Washing
and MUCH More!

394 Laird Fletcher Rd. • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Fax 318-352-8899 • hgmartinez5@gmail.com

Quality Work
         at a Cheaper Price!

Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours
of Placing Order

• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

LAND TRACTS AVAILABLE. 
These land tracts are located on Highway 6 West of Toledo Town 

intersection, Road frontage on Highway 191 North of 
Toledo Town intersection and fronting Pilcher Road. 

Call the office for more information.  
Listing Agent:  Ronald. D. Brandon

318-471-5075.  

  Ronald D. Brandon-Broker/Owner   

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated
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VILLAGE OF ROBELINE EASTER EGG HUNT HIGHLIGHTS

David Veuleman enjoyed the Easter 
Egg Hunt with his grandmother 
Wannie Veuleman

Walker Keith Lewis enjoying his first 
Easter Egg Hunt with Jack the Easter 
Bunny

.Golden Egg Prize Winners - 
(Kneeling L to R) Harley Sepulvado 
and Macey Jordan (Standing L to R) 
Jack the Easter Bunny, Melanie Clary, 
Leighton Strebeck and Annalise Ivy

The Easter Egg hunt has tired little 
Walter Powell out

Attendees enjoying the hotdogs, 
chips and sodas

Children posing with Jack the Easter 
Bunny

.More youth posing with Jack the 
Easter Bunny

Robeline Mayor Bobby Behan getting 
ready to start the annual hunt.

All smiles at the success of Easter 
Egg Hunt....(L to R) Village Clerk Bet-
sy Edwards, Jack the Easter Bunny, 
Supporter Janene Hamous and Coun-
cilman Gilda Jenkins

Councilman Gilda Jenkins enjoyed 
seeing the excitement on all the chil-
drens faces and was happy to help 
make this event possible.

Raeleigh Mae Brodnax of Many pos-
ing with Jack the Easter Bunny

Walter Powell of Robeline is ready to 
bid farewell to Jack the Easter Bunny

Austin Moran of Natchitoches posing 
with Jack the Easter Bunny

Jack the Easter Bunny visits with 
Matthew Broadnax of Many

Allie Wilczewski, Mak Knippers, 
Adan Knippers, & Ainsley Knippers of 
Sabine Parish had a great time  at the 
Robeline Easter Egg Hunt.

Mayor Bobby Behan takes time visit 
with Jack the Easter Bunny

Chief of Police  Gordon O’Con visits 
with Jack the Easter Bunny

.Councilman Randy Bockstanz played 
a major role in the VOR Annual Eas-
ter Egg Hunt

Chief OCon and Adan Knippers..........
Adan Knippers of Sabine Parish 
poses with Robeline Chief of Police 
Gordon O’Con.  Adan is a huge 
supporter of all law enforcement 
officers.

Maggie Jordan enjoys her visit with 
Jack the EasterBunny
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Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $12.00 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer is
assistant pastor at

Rock Island Baptist Church
Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

PLACe yOUR ORDeRS nOW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
          Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

FRIDAY - SUNDAY • 9 to 5
Indoor Shopping

VENDORS WELCOME

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT LOCATION FOR GARAGE SALES

CALL 409-625-1606

 IT’S COMING 
OUR BIGGEST WEEKEND OF THE YEAR.  

THE 10TH ANNUAL EL CAMINO REAL 

 “SALE ON THE TRAIL”  
MAY 4TH & 5TH 

 
WE WILL HAVE A YARD FULL OF VENDORS 
WITH A LARGE ASSORTMENT OF GOODIES  

NEED A PLACE TO SELL? COME ON DOWN! 
 NON ELECTRIC $15.00 TO $20.00 

 ELECTRIC $20.00 TO $30.00

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2018

McCart Plumbing, LLC
Statewide Licensed and Fully Insured

Mike McCart
LMP 1202

318-238-3838 Office
318-332-4489 Cell

Backflow Insulation and Testing

2270 Highway 6 East
Natchitoches, LA 71457

mccartplumbing@yahoo.com
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650 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, Pasta, Burgers

Something for Everyone!

All-You-Can-Eat
Boiled Shrimp

EVERY 
Friday Night

Thursday Night is
BYOB

(Build Your Own 
Burger!)

Live Entertainment
EVERY

Saturday Night

OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Thurs  11 to 9 PM
Fri & Sat  11 to 10 PM

Sun 11 to 4 PM

$2 OFF Any Lunch
650 San Antonio Ave.

Many, LA
318-431-1503
Valid through
April 30, 2018

COUPON

COUPON
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Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, 
Pasta, Burgers

Something for Everyone!

850 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503
Open 7 Days

Mon-Thur • 11am-9pm     Fri & Sat • 11am-10pm    Sun • 11am-4pm

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

ON
SATURDAY
NIGHTS!

DAILY
LUNCH

SPECIALS

RESTAURANT

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-attach 
       6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

Hillside AntiquesHillside Antiques
Antiques, VintAge And unique items

Open Thurs-Sat • 9AM-5PM

Facebook: Hillside Antiques Robeline
hillsideantiquesrobeline@gmail.com

318-581-6489
318-332-8485

9222 Texas Hwy
Robeline, LA 71469

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Get Peace of Mind
today for a more secure

TOMORROW!
Final Expense Insurance provide an affordable and

convenient way to manage finances for the end of life.
• Whole Life Insurance
• Affordable rates that can NEVER be increased
• Benefits that can NEVER be reduced
• Choose the benefit you need - up to $35,000
• Simple application with no medical exam
• Protection that can NEVER be cancelled
• IMMEDIATE benefits from the very first day
• Don’t leave a financial burden on your loved ones
• This Final Expense Funeral Plan will provide the needed 

funds for your final expenses

The average funeral costs between 
$8,000 and $10,000

Are you prepared? Final Expense Insurance provides you and your family 
with a cash burial program of permanent life insurance.

I work with multiple insurance
companies and will work for YOU!

Call today for
a free quote:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

• Premium payable: EFT, Direct Monthly Bill or Debit/Credit Card 
• Payable Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually or Annually
• Select first billing month - Select billing day or billing week
• Draft upon approval
• Does proposed insured receive Social Security, Social Security Disability, SSI, 

VA Retirement and/or VA Disability
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Personal Auto, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs,
SR22 & Mobile Homes

All Commercial Lines & Homeown-
ers

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona chesson - Agent
Dawn Kay - Cashier/Receptionist

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance AgencyAccepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Finest Memorials Since 1965 • Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

K   I   L  P   A   T   R   I   C   K   ‘   S

Rose-Neath
Funeral Homes, Crematorium and Cemeteries, Inc.

A TRUSTED NAME SINCE 1932
ROSE-NEATH

BUDDY HEBERT
Manager

9891 TexAS HWy.
MAny, LA 71449

(318) 256-0690
FAx (318) 256-0696

buddyhebert@rose-neath.com

Upcoming Classes
For 14 Hours of Instruction

April 14 • May 5

For 38 Hours of Instruction
April 2 & 7 • June 4-7 • June 18-21

There are none scheduled for the month of April 
after the 7th unless needed. If there is an interest, 

please call 318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We haave opened 
our new offic and classroom at 317 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door 
to Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up 
for available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust
Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552

S
H
O
P

L
O
C
A
L
L
Y

Serving the community for 47 years

Mike Morris
(318) 256-5634
morris_furniture@hotmail.com

268 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

morrisfurniturela.com

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Mon, Tues, Wed & Sat 10am-3pm • Thurs & Fri 10am-5pm

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

MOn-SAT • 81M-10PM
SUn • 8AM-2PM

TeRRy & PAM TeDDeR

OWneRS (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER

LeChic Salon/Barber
99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA

318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

C R Wood Insurance Agcy Inc
Buddy Wood, Agent

125 Fisher Road
Many, LA 71449-0826
Bus 318-256-3890   Fax 318-256-2784
buddy.wood.b276@statefarm.com

NMLS #139716  NMLS MLO #324240   MLO License #324240

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Qualifying
Member

®

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by rick Zelle

from tHe World’s most beautiful
and expensive Woods

604 keyser avenue
natcHitocHes, la 71457 318-354-7772

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming

event or fundraiser, please send to aroundthetownla@aol.com
We’ll help spread the word! Please include a contact number.

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

GQ Fashions
339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 352-8216

Bow Ties & Solid Ties (any color)

Dress Shirts & Vests
Men’s & Boy’s Suits

“If we don’t have what you need - we can order it”

hours
Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm

Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm



BAKED HAM W/PINEAPPLE-RUM 
GLAZE

1 8 to 10 pound spiral ham 
12 pineapple slices, juice reserved
12 maraschino cherries, drained
Ham glaze (recipe below)

Place ham on rack in large roasting pan and 
top with pineapple slices. Place cherries in 
center and anchor with toothpicks. Pour 1 
inch of water into bottom of pan. Bake at 325 
degrees for 20 minutes per pound, basting 
often, and pouring the remaining glaze over 
ham during the last 15 minutes.

Pineapple-Rum Glaze
Melt 1/2 cup butter, in saucepan. Add 4 tbs. pineapple juice, 1/2 cup 
maple syrup, and 1/2 cup brown sugar. Cook and stir, until sugar is melt-
ed. Add 1 tbs. yellow mustard. Boil gently for 5 minutes, stirring often. 
Remove from heat and slowly add 1/4 cup rum, until blended. Baste 
ham often while baking. Divine! 

BAKED HAM W/SUGAR-CANE BOURBON GLAZE

Sugar-Cane Bourbon Glaze
1/2 cup pure cane syrup,( Steen’s)
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/3 cup bourbon
1 tsp. creole mustard
dash of ground cloves, cinnamon, and allspice

Place ham, fat side up in a large roasting 
pan. Place 1 inch of water in bottom of pan 
and add more periodically. Cover with foil 
and bake at 325 degrees for about 20 min-
utes per pound or until meat thermometer 
reads 148 degrees. About half way through, 
make the glaze. Combine all glaze ingredi-
ents in a medium saucepan and bring to a boil for 2 minutes and remove 
from heat. Remove foil and spread half of the glaze over the ham about 
30 minutes before ham is done. Spread other half of glaze in the final 10 
minutes. Bon Appetit! So easy, so delicious!
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THE CAJUN COOK

Florida Villages woman 
stops predator attack
 
This is a story of self-control and marksmanship by a brave, cool-headed 
woman with a small pistol against a fierce predator. Here is her story in 
her own words: 
 
“While out walking along the edge of a pond just outside of The Villages 
with my soon to be ex-husband discussing property settlement and other 
divorce issues, we were surprised by a huge 12-ft. alligator which sudden-
ly emerged from the murky water, and began charging us with its large 
jaws wide open. She must have been protecting her nest because she was 
extremely aggressive. 

If I had not had my little Beretta Jet fire .25 caliber pistol with me, I would 
not be here today! Just one shot to my estranged husband’s kneecap was 
all it took. The ‘gator got him easily and I was able to escape by just walk-
ing away at a brisk pace. It’s one of the best pistols in my collection! Plus 
the amount I saved in lawyer’s fees was really incredible!”

GORMOGON
FBI
WASHINGTON
BONES
TEMPERANCE
JEFFERSONIAN
SAROYAN
HODGINS
SWEETS

BOOTH
CAMILLE
SEELEY
BRENNAN
ANGELA
INSTITUTE
PSYCHOLOGIST
ZACK

DID YOU KNOW?
William Marston was an American psychologist, inven-
tor of an early prototype of the lie detector, and comic 
book writer who created the character Wonder Wom-
an. Marston created a systolic-blood-pressure-measuring apparatus, 
which was crucial to the development of the polygraph (lie detector). 
The Systolic Blood Pressure test and Polygraph test are clearly similar 
to a real life version of Wonder Woman’s Lasso of Truth. The Lasso of 
Truth, of course, is a rope used by Wonder Woman which forces people 
to tell the truth when tied up.

Zwolle Booster Club 
Celebrates Championship 
Teams
On April 7th, 2018, the Zwolle Booster club and the Hawk fans will sponsor 
a 50th year celebration for all the championship teams from Zwolle High 
School. This includes 15 Hawk and 2 Lady Hawk teams, It was 1968, 50 
years ago, when Zwolle won its first basketball game. Everyone is invited 
to come out and supposed all these champions. Enjoy all or part of these 
festivities. A gumbo luncheon will be served to all athletes. Others are wel-
come, but a $5.00 fee will be charged.
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TO KEEP YOU

HEALTHY& Informed

Natchitoches
1640 Breazeale Springs St.

Natchitoches, LA 71457
1-800-268-5872

Leesville
908 South 10th St, Suite B, 

Leesville, LA 71446
1-800-308-7569

Tallulah 
804 Beech St.
Tallulah, LA
1-800-308-7566

By: Carl I. Walters II., Chief  Executive 
Officer, Outpatient Medical Center Inc. 
(a Federally Qualified Health System)

Valued Parish Families,
On behalf  of  the Outpatient Medical Center 

Inc. (OMC Inc.) Board of  Directors and Executive 
Offices, I am pleased to inform you of  the 
following updates regarding our health system. 
Did you know OMC Inc:

• was just awarded another 3 year multi- million 
  dollar contract by the Federal  government 
  for OMC Inc. to continue providing cost-effective, 
  medically- appropriate, culturally-sensitive integrated 
  primary care services for our valued Natchitoches, 
  Madison and Vernon Parish (and surrounding parish) 
  families 
• provides substance abuse services as part of  our 
  Behavioral Health Services service-line
• will soon be offering expanded primary care services all 
  day on Friday and half  a day Saturday in our Leesville and 
  Natchitoches Health Centers (NOTE: we anticipate adding 
  expanded primary services in our Tallulah Health Center 
  later in the year) 
• will be soon be offering spirometry testing as part of  our 
  Pediatric Services service line 
• will soon be providing expanded pre-diabetes screenings in 
  all of  our health centers 
• is currently providing expanded colorectal screenings in 
  all of  our health centers 
• primary care clinicians are all Board- certified and/or 
  eligible 
• offers HIV testing at all of  our health centers 
• offers outpatient Infections Disease services 
• offers outpatient Dermatological services 
• offers preventative (exam/cleaning/scaling) and minor 
  restorative Dental Services 
• offers a wide selection of  Behavioral Health Services 
  (individual counseling; family counseling; mental/verbal/
  physical abuse counseling; PTSD counseling; domestic 
  violence counseling; low self-esteem counseling; substance 
  abuse counseling)
• offers GYN Services (if  you’re need of  your pap smear; 
  please call and schedule an appointment with us today
• is the only Federally-Qualified Health Center in Louisiana 
  awarded Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Black Women’s 
  Health Initiative grant funding to expand screenings for 
  pre-diabetes
• is the only Federally Qualified Health Center in Louisiana 
  that has a Diabetes  Program recognized by the Centers For 
  Disease Control (CDC)
• is The Joint Commission accredited 
• is a Level 2 NCQA-recognized Patient Centered Medical 
  Home 
• is a Bronze level recognized patient advocacy center 

• now provides over $8.1 million dollars in 
  economic impact to our parishes (our  health 
  system economic impact continues to increase; 
  which is a good thing for our parishes)
• generates almost $1 million in annual tax 
  revenues 
• saved the Medicaid program over $6 million  
  dollars by offering cost-effective integrated 
  primary care services
• helps keep people out of  the hospital; reduces 
  unnecessary hospital Emergency Room and 
  Urgent Care utilization  (which  saves you money; 

as it is generally more  expensive for you to be seen in the 
hospital Emergency Room and/or Urgent Care

Did you also know that when a Medicaid patient is seen in 
our health system, it is roughly 24% lower than if  the patient 
is treated in another treatment setting? We are helping to 
lower our parish’s and state Medicaid costs; keeping people 
out of  the hospital; putting local parish families to work – all 
while offering high-quality; medically-appropriate; cost-
effective; culturally-sensitive and compassionate integrated 
primary care services. But our work is far from done as 
we are still seeing too many of  our valued parish families 
incurring debilitating chronic diseases at increasingly 
younger ages. Let me close with this very personal story. 

Every day when I come to work; I see a growing graveyard 
that sits right across from our Corporate Office. The last thing 
I see when I leave work is this same growing graveyard and I 
end my day, every day, wondering – how many less gravestones 
would there be if  we could have reached them in time? If  you 
or someone in your family:

• are not currently under the care of  a primary care 
  clinician 
• haven’t had a physical checkup in the last  six months 
• haven’t had a dental exam in the last six  months 
• have a family history of  cancer, stroke,  heart disease, 
  kidney disease, obesity, or high blood pressure
• are finding it difficult to cope with life and  need someone 
  to talk to 
• are having marital challenges and need someone to talk to 
• are in an abusive relationship and need someone to talk to 
• have COPD
• have congestive heart failure (CHF)
• are struggling with alcohol abuse 
• are struggling with drug abuse 
• are struggling with/from PTSD
• are feeling like giving up on life
• want to learn more about how to get qualified for Medicaid 
  (or some other form of  insurance)
• want to learn more about your Medicare benefits 
I encourage you to pick up the phone and call to schedule an 

appointment with our health system today. It is a call that can 
help improve the quality of  your life; and, it just might be the 
call to save your life. Because caring for you is what we do at 
Outpatient Medical Center Inc. 

OMC is now accepting new patients and welcomes active duty, reserve,  retired military Veterans and their families. 
Medicare, Medicaid, commercial insurance and non-insured patients welcome. 

Visit our website at www.outpatientmedical.org.

Be well; be informed; be in touch!!!

Donna Roberts
 Family Nurse Practitioner,

Leesville Health Center

Cherry Patton, 
Family Nurse Practitioner 

Pediatrics, Board Certified, 
Tallulah Health Center

Latwanna Mathews, 
Family Nurse Practitioner 

Board Certified
Natchitoches Health Center

Brittany Procell, FNP, 
Board Certified, 

Natchitoches Health Center

Dr. Bobby Jones, 
Dentist, Board Certified, 

Natchitoches Health Center

Sheila Hampton
Dental Hygienist

Tallulah Health Center

Allison Fann
Dental Hygienist, 
Board Certified, 

Natchitoches Health Center

Dr. Meena Sunil, 
Internal Medicine/Infectious 

Disease, Board Certified, 
Leesville Health Center

Dr. Don Williams, 
Dentist/Dental Director, 

Board Certified, 
Tallulah Health Center

Ms. Doris Kochinsky, 
LCSW/Behavioral Health 

Director, 
Natchitoches Health Center

James Wagley, LCSW, 
Leesville Health Center

Dr. Nelson
Board Certified, 

Leesville Health Center

Sha’ron Hardwell
Licensed Professional 

Counselor, 
Tallulah Health Center

Kathy Corbin, 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Board Certified, 
Tallulah Health Center

Dr. Lynda Roberts, 
MD/ Medical Director, 

Board Certified, 
Natchitoches Health Center

Dr. Penny Jeffery, MD, 
Board Certified, 

Natchitoches Health Center

Dr. Virginia Bates, Dentist, 
Board Certified, 

Leesville Health Center

We now offer 
Certified Medicare 

Counseling 
through our SHIIP program.  
Any questions you may have 
concerning your Medicare 

benefits please give us a call.
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Subject:  PING Golf Clubs
Submitted by Roberta Hough (from the internet)
 
This isn’t a joke or cartoon; just something interesting to know.

Recently, a friend played the Disney, Lake Buena Vista course. As usu-
al the starters matched my friend with three other players. After a few 
holes they began to get to know each other a bit. One fellow was rather 
young and had his wife riding along in the golf cart with him.  We noticed 
that his golf bag had his name on it and after closer inspection it also said 
“Wounded War Veterans”.

When we had a chance to chat with him we asked him about the bag. His 
response was simply that it was a gift. We then asked if he was wounded 
and he said yes. When asked more about his injury, his response was “I’d 
rather not talk about it, sir”. 

Over a few holes I learned that he had spent the last 15 months in an 
army rehabilitation hospital in San Antonio, Texas. His wife moved there 
to be with him and he was released from the hospital in September. He 
was a rather quiet fellow; however, he did say that he wanted to get good 
at golf. We had a nice round and as we became a bit more familiar we 
asked him about the brand new set of Ping woods and irons he was play-
ing. Some looked like they had never been used.
 

His response was simple. He said that this round was the first full round 
he had played with these clubs.   Later in the round he told me the follow-
ing. As part of the discharge process from the rehabilitation hospital, Ping 
comes in and provides three days of golf instruction, followed by club fit-
ting. Upon discharge from the hospital, Ping gives each of the discharged 
veterans, generally about 40 soldiers, a brand new set of custom fitted 
clubs along with the impressive golf bags. 

The fellow we met was named Ben Woods and he said that being fitted 
for those clubs was one of the best things that ever happened to him and 
he was determined to learn to play golf well enough to deserve the gift 
Ping had given him. Ben is now out of the service medically discharged 
just a month ago. He is as fine a young man as you would ever want to 
meet. 

Ping, whose products are made with pride here in America (Arizona), has 
the good judgment not to advertise this program. God Bless America and 
the game of golf. 

Thank you PING!
 

 (You can go to http://www.snopes.com/politics/military/ping.asp to ver-
ify this.)

What U.S. President was known as “Father 
of the Constitution”?

1) Ben Franklin 2) George Washington
3) John Hancock 4) James Madison

Answer: On this day in 1751, James Madi-
son, who served as the fourth president of 
the United States, was born on a plantation 
in Virginia. James Madison is recognized as 
the “Father of the Constitution” for being 
instrumental in the drafting of the United 
States Constitution and as the key champion 
and author of the United States Bill of Rights. 

No other delegate was better prepared for the Federal Convention 
of 1787, and no one contributed more than Madison to shaping the 
ideas and contours of the document or to explaining its meaning.

Alex Laurent
(318) 652-3507

Mowing • Raking • Weedeating
Flower Bed Work

Robeline First Baptist
Church BBQ Sack Lunch

Proceeds goes towards
Raygen Ray’s medical expenses

UPCOMING DATE
April 13

Orders due by April 11

Time
10am to 2pm 

RFBC Family Life Center
7739 Oak St., Robeline, LA 

71469

PRICE 
$6.00 for one sandwich

$8.00 for two sandwiches

INCLUDES 
BBQ sandwich, chips, dessert & drink

DINE-IN or CARRY OUT 
For any further information contact

Andrea Pickett at 318-332-6038

Fundraiser for Raygan Ray’s 
Medical Expenses Set for April 
13
The Robeline First Baptist Church is sponsoring a BBQ Sack Lunch on April 
13 at the church’s Family Life Center located at 7739 Oak Street in Robe-
line. The event will be from 10 am to 2 pm and all proceeds will go toward 
the medical expenses of Raygan Ray. Orders are due by April 11.  Prices 
are $6 for one sandwich and $8 for two sandwiches. The meal includes 
BBQ Sandwich, chips, dessert and drink. Both dine-in or carry-out is avail-
able. For additional information on the fundraiser please contact Andrea 
Pickett at 318-332-6038.

Raygan Ray is the daughter of Brian and Christi Ray of Robeline. Raygan 
started experiencing some stomach issues about 5 years ago and was put 
on medication for autonomic stomach dysfunction. She took meds each 
night that worked great and she functioned fine with the disorder. Raygan 
was very involved in her high school. She played volleyball, softball, was 
on student council and in many other clubs. Raygan was also a freshman 
maid on MHS Homecoming Court. This past Christmas night, Raygan got 
very sick. After many appointments, hospitalizations & procedures they 
discovered that along with her stomach problems she also had some co-
lon issues as well as some lower abdominal muscle issues. Raygan has 
recently been given a G Tube (peg tube) to receive her needed nutrients 
that she has been unable to consume by mouth. Her and her family will 
continue their travels back and forth to Shreveport and Dallas. Raygan will 
be admitted on 4/16 into an in-house rehab in Dallas for 4 weeks for the 
stomach/colon issues, followed by 4 weeks of once a week travel to Dallas 
for the therapy sessions for the muscle issues. She will also be admitted 
into Children’s Hospital in Dallas in May for a more specific study of the 
colon. This will show the function of the colon. Raygan has a long road 
ahead but one that has already been paved by our Heavenly Father. 

Editors Note: Around The Town would like to encourage it’s readers to 
support this benefit and to keep Raygan in your thoughts and prayers.
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Easter Traditions 
and Symbols
From the History Channel
Submited by Roberta Hough

You won’t find them in the Bible, but many cherished 
Easter traditions have been around for centuries. The 
most prominent secular symbol of the Christian hol-
iday, the Easter bunny reportedly was introduced to 
America by the German immigrants who brought over 
their stories of an egg-laying hare. The decoration of eggs is believed to 
date back to at least the 13th century, while the rite of the Easter parade 
has even older roots. Other traditions, such as the consumption of Easter 
candy, are among the modern additions to the celebration of this early 
springtime holiday.

The Bible makes no mention of a long-eared, short-tailed creature who 
delivers decorated eggs to well-behaved children on Easter Sunday; nev-
ertheless, the Easter bunny has become a prominent symbol of Christian-
ity’s most important holiday. The exact origins of this mythical mammal 
are unclear, but rabbits, known to be prolific procreators, are an ancient 
symbol of fertility and new life. According to some sources, the Easter 
bunny first arrived in America in the 1700s with German immigrants who 
settled in Pennsylvania and transported their tradition of an egg-laying 
hare called “Osterhase” or “Oschter Haws.” Their children made nests 
in which this creature could lay its colored eggs. Eventually, the custom 
spread across the U.S. and the fabled rabbit’s Easter morning deliveries 
expanded to include chocolate and other types of candy and gifts, while 
decorated baskets replaced nests. Additionally, children often left out car-
rots for the bunny in case he got hungry from all his hopping.

Did You Know?
The largest Easter egg ever made was over 25 feet high and weighed over 
8,000 pounds. It was built out of choclate and marshmallow and support-
ed by an internal steel frame.

EASTER EGGS
Easter is a religious holiday, but some of its cus-
toms, such as Easter eggs, are likely linked to pa-
gan traditions. The egg, an ancient symbol of new 
life, has been associated with pagan festivals cele-
brating spring. From a Christian perspective, Easter 
eggs are said to represent Jesus’ emergence from 
the tomb and resurrection. Decorating eggs for 
Easter is a tradition that dates back to at least the 13th century, according 
to some sources. One explanation for this custom is that eggs were for-
merly a forbidden food during the Lenten season, so people would paint 
and decorate them to mark the end of the period of penance and fasting, 
then eat them on Easter as a celebration.

Easter egg hunts and egg rolling are two popular egg-related traditions. In 
the U.S., the White House Easter Egg Roll, a race in which children push 
decorated, hard-boiled eggs across the White House lawn, is an annual 
event held the Monday after Easter. The first official White House egg roll 
occurred in 1878, when Rutherford B. Hayes was president. The event has 
no religious significance, although some people have considered egg roll-
ing symbolic of the stone blocking Jesus’ tomb being rolled away, leading 
to his resurrection.

EASTER CANDY
Easter is the second best-selling candy holiday 
in America, after Halloween. Among the most 
popular sweet treats associated with this day are 
chocolate eggs, which date back to early 19th 
century Europe. Eggs have long been associat-
ed with Easter as a symbol of new life and Jesus’ 
resurrection. Another egg-shaped candy, the jel-
ly bean, became associated with Easter in the 
1930s (although the jelly bean’s origins reportedly date all the way back 
to a Biblical-era concoction called a Turkish Delight). According to the Na-
tional Confectioners Association, over 16 billion jelly beans are made in 
the U.S. each year for Easter, enough to fill a giant egg measuring 89 feet 
high and 60 feet wide. For the past decade, the top-selling non-choco-
late Easter candy has been the marshmallow Peep, a sugary, pastel-col-
ored confection. Bethlehem, Pennsylvania-based candy manufacturer 
Just Born (founded by Russian immigrant Sam Born in 1923) began selling 
Peeps in the 1950s. The original Peeps were handmade, marshmallow-fla-
vored yellow chicks, but other shapes and flavors were later introduced, 

including chocolate mousse bunnies.

EASTER PARADE
In New York City, the Easter Parade tradition dates back to the mid-1800s, 
when the upper crust of society would attend Easter services at various 
Fifth Avenue churches then stroll outside afterward, 
showing off their new spring outfits and hats. Average 
citizens started showing up along Fifth Avenue to check 
out the action. The tradition reached its peak by the 
mid-20th century, and in 1948, the popular film Eas-
ter Parade was released, starring Fred Astaire and Judy 
Garland and featuring the music of Irving Berlin. The 
title song includes the lyrics: “In your Easter bonnet, 
with all the frills upon it/You’ll be the grandest lady in 
the Easter parade.”
The Easter Parade tradition lives on in Manhattan, with Fifth Avenue from 
49th Street to 57th Street being shut down during the day to traffic. Par-
ticipants often sport elaborately decorated bonnets and hats. The event 
has no religious significance, but sources note that Easter processions 
have been a part of Christianity since its earliest days. Today, other cities 
across America also have their own parades.

PLUmBing, LLc
o’Bannon

gLen o’Bannon, owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

The City of Natchitoches 
Warns Public to Beware of 
Fraudulent Utility Payment 
Websites
The City of Natchitoches is warning residents of several websites that are 
using the City of Natchitoches’ name to collect customer utility payments. 
These websites use the City of Natchitoches as a header and advises cus-
tomers who use such websites that their payment will be posted to their 
account. While the City of Natchitoches does receive the payment, it is 
not guaranteed that the payment will be received by the City before the 
due date or delinquent disconnect date. The City of Natchitoches warns 
residents that using these websites to submit utility payments could re-
sult in a charge to submit payment, late fees, reconnection fees, and shut 
off.

The City of Natchitoches encourages all residents who wish to pay their 
utility bills online to submit payment to the City of Natchitoches Utili-
ty Service Center’s official online payment website,  https://click2gov.
natchitochesla.gov/Click2GovCX/index.html  free of charge. For more in-
formation please contact the City of Natchitoches Utility Service Center 
at (318) 357-3844.
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Senator Gerald 
Long Considers 
Run for 
Secretary of 
State
by Greg Hilburn, USA Today

Potential candidates are already clamor-
ing to run for Louisiana Secretary of State 
in 2019 after incumbent Tom Schedler an-
nounced recently  he won’t seek re-election in the wake of a sex scandal.

At least four current members of the state Legislature and one former 
state representative, all Republicans, either have said they are interested 
or have been mentioned as possible candidates.

They include: Sen. Gerald Long of Natchitoches; Sen. Mike Walsworth of 
West Monroe; Rep. Paul Hollis of Covington; Rep. Julie Stokes of Kenner; 
and former Rep. Bryan Adams of Gretna.

Schedler, a Republican, spoke publicly Wednesday for the first time since 
an employee filed a sexual harassment lawsuit against him last month, 
claiming the harassment stretched over a decade.

Schedler said he won’t resign, but won’t seek re-election in 2019. He said 
the two did have a consensual sexual relationship.

“I’m taking a serious look at the election, but I’m not ready to commit,” 
Long told USA Today Network.

Others took a similar approach.

“I’m interested in the secretary of state office and will make a decision on 
that race later this year,” Walsworth said. “My first concern and priority is 
this legislative session and the fiscal problems in the state.”

Hollis said he is “definitely interested.”

“I’m reaching out to family, friends and supporters and plan to make a 
firm decision closer to the summer,” Hollis said.

USA Today Network hasn’t yet reached Stokes, but she was a candidate 
for treasurer last year before withdrawing from the race after she was 
diagnosed with cancer.

Stokes announced during February’s Special Session that she is cancer 
free following treatments.

Adams, who spent 30 years as a firefighter, served in the Louisiana House 
and most recently as executive director of the Louisiana Seafood Promo-
tion and Marketing Board, said he will decide by the end of this month.
“I’d love to serve,” he said. “I’ve spent my life in public service and believe 
my experience and skills would be a great fit for this important office.”
The secretary of state serves as Louisiana’s chief elections office

Sale on the Trail 
Scheduled for May 4-5
Ready to “shop ‘til you drop”? The El Camino Real Sale on the Trail takes 
place the first Friday & Saturday in May along 144 miles of the historic 
El Camino Real de los Tejas. 2018 dates are Friday & Saturday, May 4-5. 
Make plans to drive the trail for yard sale bargains! Hop in your car and 
go along Hwy 6 in LA starting at Natchitoches and then west across Tole-
do Bend Lake to Texas Hwy 21 into Milam, TX, and keep going for a great 
adventure and great finds!

Along the trail, shoppers will find new and used items sold by local busi-
nesses and private individuals. If you are a shopping warrior, collector, 
or just looking for fun, a weekend shopping the trail is a wonderful way 
to take advantage of the beautiful spring scenery and historical markers 
along the El Camino Real de los Tejas. Designated as a National Historic 
Trail in 2004, El Camino Real de los Tejas has existed for more than 300 
years. The Spaniards and the French who marked the trail were followed 
by early missionaries of multiple faiths and later by such men as Stephen 
F. Austin, Jim Bowie, Davy Crockett and Sam Houston. Keep up with the 
latest news on Facebook.

If you want to participate by having a garage sale or being a vendor, please 
call the Sabine Parish Tourist Commission at 1-800-358-7802.

TESTIMONIAL FROM 
ONE OF OUR LOYAL 

ADVERTISERS
Hello Folks, Nanette Neel here from Nuzie-
bell’s Flea Market in Hemphill, Texas. If you 
want the best bang for your advertising buck, 
look no further than Around The Town. I 
have reaped great results from advertising in 
this “good news” publication. Most recent-
ly, it brought me a client from Coushatta, 
LA to rent a booth space. Tommy O’Con and 
his staff go above and beyond to make sure 
you get your money’s worth. Advertising in 
Around The Town is paying off for me. That’s 
why I’m committed to advertising for the next year with 
Around The Town..I love the paper and I certainly love the 
ad rates. You Will Too!
- Nanette Neel, Owner Nuziebell’s Flea Market, Hemphill, TXAROUND THE TOWN

 (318) 471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com 

www.aroundthetownla.wordpress.com

Around The Town is published once a month by Tom-
my O’Con, located at 114 Hennigan St., Robeline, LA. 
Locally owned and operated by Tommy O’Con.

The publisher reserves the right to edit or reject any 
advertisement considered to be inappropriate for the 
purpose of this publication. Neither the publisher nor 
the advertiser will be responsible for unintended in-
formation, typographical errors, etc., appearing in 
this publication. Any  opinions expressed by writers 
or advertisers are their own and not necessarily en-
dorsed by Around The Town Publication and/or Tom-
my O’Con.

Business CArds
stAtionery • Post CArds

stiCkers • BAnners
rAffle/eVent tiCkets

inVitAtions
PolitiCAl items

Posters • flyers
door HAngers

menus
PAssPort PHotos

muCH more!

(CoPy & fAx AVAilABle)

24142 Hwy 191, Zwolle, lA 71486
(loCAted in tHe derksen PortABle Building lot)

(offiCe) 318-645-7673
(Cell) 318-461-7882
(fAx) 318-645-7670

Let us be 
your

One-Stop
Print Shop!

We can design
your project for you
or use your photo-ready design!
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Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

GARDEN SNAKES CAN BE DANGEROUS
 
Snakes also known as Garter Snakes (Thamnophissirtalis) can be danger-
ous Yes, grass snakes, not rattlesnakes. Here’s why. A couple in Sweetwa-
ter, Texas, had a lot of potted plants. During a recent cold spell, the wife 
was bringing a lot of them indoors to protect them from a possible freeze.
It turned out that a little green garden grass snake 
was hidden in one of the plants. When it had 
warmed up, it slithered out and the wife saw it go 
under the sofa. She let out a very loud scream.

The husband (who was taking a shower) ran out into 
the living room naked to see what the problem was. 
She told him there was a snake under the sofa.

He got down on the floor on his hands and knees to look for it. About that 
time the family dog came and cold-nosed him on the behind. He thought 
the snake had bitten him, so he screamed and fell over on the floor. His 
wife thought he had had a heart attack, so she covered him up, told him 
to lie still and called an ambulance.

The attendants rushed in, would not listen to his protests, loaded him on 
the stretcher, and started carrying him out.

About that time, the snake came out from under the sofa and the Emer-
gency Medical Technician saw it and dropped his end of the stretcher. 
That’s when the man broke his leg and why he is still in the hospital.

The wife still had the problem of the snake in the house, so she called on 
a neighbor who volunteered to capture the snake. He armed himself with 
a rolled-up newspaper and began poking under the couch.. Soon he de-
cided it was gone and told the woman, who sat down on the sofa in relief.
But while relaxing, her hand dangled in between the cushions, where 
she felt the snake wriggling around. She screamed and fainted, the snake 
rushed back under the sofa.

The neighbor man, seeing her lying there passed out, tried to use CPR to 
revive her.

The neighbor’s wife, who had just returned from shopping at the grocery 
store, saw her husband’s mouth on the woman’s mouth and slammed 
her husband in the back of the head with a bag of canned goods, knock-
ing him out and cutting his scalp to a point where it needed stitches.

The noise woke the woman from her dead faint and she saw her neighbor 
lying on the floor with his wife bending over him, so she assumed that the 
snake had bitten him. She went to the kitchen and got a small bottle of 
whiskey, and began pouring it down the man’s throat.

By now, the police had arrived.

Breathe here...

They saw the unconscious man, smelled the whiskey, and assumed that 
a drunken fight had occurred. They were about to arrest them all, when 
the women tried to explain how it all happened over a little garden snake!
The police called an ambulance, which took away the neighbor and his 
sobbing wife.

Now, the little snake again crawled out from under the sofa and one of 
the policemen drew his gun and fired at it. He missed the snake and hit 
the leg of the end table. The table fell over, the lamp on it shattered and, 
as the bulb broke, it started a fire in the drapes.

The other policeman tried to beat out the flames, and fell through the 
window into the yard on top of the family dog who, startled, jumped out 
and raced into the street, where an oncoming car swerved to avoid it and 
smashed into the parked police car.

Meanwhile, neighbors saw the burning drapes and called in the fire de-
partment. The firemen had started raising the fire ladder when they were 
halfway down the street. The rising ladder tore out the overhead wires, 
put out the power, and disconnected the telephones in a ten-square city 
block area (but they did get the house fire out).

Time passed! Both men were discharged from the hospital, the house 
was repaired, the dog came home, the police acquired a new car and all 
was right with their world.

A while later they were watching TV and the weatherman announced a 
cold snap for that night. The wife asked her husband if he thought they 
should bring in their plants for the night.

And that’s when he shot her!

tlwilliams1@bellsouth.net
Facebook/LisaWilliams

www.awmany.com

PREMIUM
USED CARS

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

820 FISHER RD. MANY • 256-8001

Present this ad
with your 
purchase

and receive
a $25 gift card
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Local State Trooper 
Returns Found Wallet At 
His Own Expense
A LSP trooper found a man’s wallet during Mardi Gras and personally 
paid to ship it back to him (Source: Reddit)

A local Louisiana state trooper is in the spotlight for doing a good deed.

A man who lost his wallet in New Orleans 
during Mardi Gras had it shipped back to 
him by Louisiana State Police Trooper John 
Jett, who found the wallet while working in 
the city. He then shipped the wallet back to 
the man using his own personal money. He 
included a letter as well, saying he was going 
to leave the wallet at the News Orleans Police 
Department’s lost and found, but they didn’t really have one set up.

Jett who lives in Natchitoches says in the letter he went through the 
wallet to get the man’s address and make sure it was correct and also 
says everything in the wallet is exactly as he found it. The man con-
firmed that no money was missing from the wallet. The man says he 
plans to send the trooper a thank you card and a gift card to thank him 
for his good deed.

Trooper John Jet shown 
with his wife Robynn Jett 
Melton. John is the son 
of Retired State Troop-
er John M. Jett and wife 
Judy.  Robynn is the 
daughter of LSP Retired 
Trooper Joe Melton and 
wife Guynell.

(Pictured L to R) 
Robynn Melton Jett, 
Cameron (John’s oldest 
son) and John Jett

John Jett was born on July 3, 
1977. He graduated from the 
Louisiana State Police Acad-
emy on September 3, 1999. 
Pictured (L to R) is John M. 
Jett proudly pinning on his son 
John’s LSP badge.

Lousiana State Trooper 
John Jett and his family 
on the day of Jett’s grad-
uation from LSP Acad-
emy on September 3, 
1999.

Retired LSP Trooper John 
M.Jett  is shown with his 
wife  Judy Harrell Jett who  
is originally from Osyka, 
Ms.  They were married 
in Oct 1975 and are the 
proud parents of John  
who was their  first born.  
He was born on July 3rd 
1977 and  graduated from 
the Louisiana State Police 
Academy September 3rd, 
1999. Around The Town is 
honored to place our spot-
light this month on Troop-
er John Jett for his service 
to the State of Louisiana.

APRIL 2018 SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON 
LOUISIANA STATE TROOPER JOHN JETT

Louisiana State Trooper John David Jett Selected Safety 
Person of the Week

Editors Note: This is an interview from March 2011 when Trooper John David Jett  was 
selected as Safety Officer of the Week!

Louisiana State Trooper John David Jett
Age: 33
Hometown: Hornbeck
Education & Experience: McNeese University in Criminal Justice, Ver-
non Parish Sheriff’s Office while in college, been with the Louisiana 
State Police since April 1999.
Family: four children, Cameron 9, Rannon and Colby (twins) 5, and Ally, 
4.

Why did you decide to become involved with public safety?
I come from a family of police officers, starting with my uncle F.C. Jett; 
my dad, John M. Jett; and my uncle David Jett, all of whom are retired 
Louisiana state troopers. I was inspired by my dad, retired trooper John 
M. Jett, as a little boy. I remember thinking, ‘I am going to be a police-
man just like my dad.’ Actually my dad, Uncle David and myself were 
troopers together, even though at different troops, for three years, until 
my dad retired. I always wanted to be able to make a difference, just as 
those before me have done.

What is your greatest challenge in your work?
My greatest challange is always being the professional that I have been 
trained to be. You have to learn to police without letting your emotions 
police you. We are out there to write tickets, because a law has been 
violated, not because we are angry at the individual receiving the ticket, 
but because this is our job.

What advice would you offer someone considering a career in public 
safety?
My advice for anyone interested in going into public safety is to make 
sure it is what you want, because you have to love it or it will not work. 
In my case it is the blue blood that runs through my veins. It is a way of 

life for me.
What do people not know about your job?
The things that people don’t realize are the hours we spend by ourselves 
with no activity at all and then, all of a sudden, you get activity from 
everywhere and the hours we spend in court, after we have worked 12 
hours the night before and have to be back at work when court is over. 
There are a lot of things people don’t realize we do as police officers, but 
it is our job, and I, for one, love my job.

What is your most memorable moment in your career and why?
Several months ago, I was in a pursuit up in Natchitoches Parish follow-
ing this car at about 90 to 100 miles an hour; all of a sudden, the driver 
sits up in the window as if she was falling backwards out of a boat, and 
she fell out of her car onto the blacktop and rolled down the highway 
several hundred feet. Of course, I was right behind her in my unit and 
had to stop the unit to keep from running over her. I jumped out of 
the car. She was not moving or breathing. I called for Life Air, knowing 
she probably would not make it. Then all of sudden she took a deep 
breath and tried to get up. To make a long story short, she LIVED. This 
was amazing and a day as a trooper that I will never forget. There have 
been many memorable moments in my career, some I would not want 
brought up again, things I would rather forget than to remember, but I 
am sure this is a day I will never forget.

Picture with LSP Trooper 
John D. Jett are his in-laws 
with his in-laws Louisiana  
Retired Trooper Joe Melton. 
Shown are each of John’s 
children and Robynn’s 
brother Joey Melton and 
family of Natchitoches. 
..Joey is a Sergeant with the 
Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.
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FRIENDS OF HODGES 
GARDENS FINAL UPDATE
The Act of conveyance of Hodges Gardens by the State of Louisiana to 
the A. J. and Nona Trigg Hodges Foundation (Foundation) was signed on 
February 20, 2018 and recorded at the Sabine Parish Clerk of Court’s 
office on February 22, 2018. The Gardens remain closed with no current 
plans for reopening.
Since the Park closur
e on October 1, 2017, two proposals to continue the operation of the 
Gardens were developed. The first between the Foundation and the Sa-
bine River Authority (SRA) and the second between the Friends of Hodg-
es Gardens and the Foundation. These proposals were unsuccessful due 
to the parties being unable to find common ground on what it would 
take to operate the gardens. The Foundation has made clear it “has no 
interest in resuming operation of the Gardens in whole or in part”. The 
Foundation also stated “Once the foundation got out of the business of 
operating the Gardens in 2007, it shifted its mission and pledged the 
remaining endowment to the Ecological Forestry Center, the wildlife con-
servation entity the foundation presently operates. As we concluded in 
2007, our current focus simply does not allow the foundation to resume 
operation of the Gardens.” Any future requests for information on Hodg-
es Gardens should be directed to the A. J. and Nona Trigg Hodges Foun-
dation, P. O. Box 1832, Shreveport, LA 71166.

With no plan to maintain the formal Gardens, Friends looked for a way 
to save the roses. With the support of the Foundation, the Friends Board 
of Directors voted to establish an A. J. and Nona Trigg Hodges Memorial 
Rose Garden at a site where the public could continue to enjoy them. 
The SRA offered such a site at Cypress Bend Park. Approximately 180 
roses have been moved to this site. Friends of Hodges Gardens are using 
their remaining fund balance to establish this Memorial Garden. Once 
the funds have been expended, the Friends of Hodges Gardens will dis-
solve the organization.

The Friends of Hodges Gardens has nominated Hodges Gardens to the 
Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation’s Most Endangered Places List. 
If accepted, this nomination will provide a platform for state and nation-
al recognition of the plight of Hodges Gardens. It is our hope that such 
recognition might bring the financial support and professional expertise 
needed to save and restore the Gardens for future generations.

April is National Donate 
Life Month
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

In 2003, Donate Life America and its partnering organizations instituted 
National Donate Life Month. Each April it is celebrated to help encourage 
Americans to register as organ, eye, and tissue donors, and to celebrate 
those that have saved lives through the gift of donation.

Each year, a symbol is chosen to represent such a special celebration. In 
years past, Donate Life America has used a pinwheel, sunflower, butter-
fly, among many others. There is always a special meaning tied to each 
image. For 2018, the image of a rainbow and Maya Angelou’s quote “Be 
a rainbow in someone else’s cloud” was chosen.

Many times after a storm, a rain-
bow can be seen peeking out from 
the clouds. Such a beautiful sight to 
remind us that even through dark 
times, there is still hope and opti-
mism to be had. In many ways, or-
gan eye and tissue donation can be 
that beautiful sight; bridging the gap 
between one families mourning and 
another’s healing – turning a trage-
dy into a gift of life.

I have a very personal experience 
that explains why organ donation is 
a cause I strongly stand behind. May 
of this year will mark 11 years since my first born, Jayce Alan, lost the 
fight he so bravely faced for 1 the year and 1 week he was on this Earth. 
Jayce had many health problems, but it all boiled down to the need of a 
small intestine and liver transplant. In his case, it had to be both at the 
same time. Such a transplant is very rare, and unfortunately, his liver 
failed before he received his life savings organs. There are several other 
‘stories’ just in our community of Sabine Parish that have strong ties to 
organ donation. Some are of success, while others are of great loss.

I encourage you to dig deep into infor-
mation and consider being an organ 
donor! That little heart on your drivers 
license could truly safe a life. Talk to 
your family about your decision; make 
sure they understand your wish to 
help give others the gift of life. I also 
encourage you to reflect on the lives 
that have been touched by donation 
and transplantation, and to share its 
prismatic effect. By registering to be a 
donor or considering living donation, 
you can change one ray of light into a 
spectrum of healing and compassion.

Donation and Transplantation Statistics – as of January 2018
▪ More than 116,000 men, women and children await lifesaving organ 
transplants.
▪ Another person is added to the nation’s organ transplant waiting list 
every 10 minutes.
▪ Sadly, 8,000 people die each year (22 people each day — almost one 
person each hour) because the organs they need are not donated in time.
▪ 80% of patients on the waiting list are waiting for a kidney.
▪ 12% of patients waiting are in need of a liver.
▪ Each year, there are approximately 30,000 tissue donors and more than 
1.75 million tissue transplants. *A single tissue donor can help more than 
75 people*
▪ 48,000 patients have their sight restored through corneal transplants 
each year.
▪ More than 138 million people, approximately 56% of the U.S. adult 
population, are registered organ, eye and tissue donors. *Living donation 
is not included in a donor registration*
To register your decision to save and heal lives, visit RegisterMe.org. To 
learn more about organ, eye, tissue and living donation, visit DonateLife.
net

Did you know...
In Western culture, owls are synonymous with wisdom and knowledge. 
The wise owl appears in everything from “The Iliad” to “Winnie the Pooh” 
and college mascots like the Temple Owls. Cartoon owls wearing caps and 
gowns appear on graduation cards, and owls in reading spectacles are 
regularly spotted on signs for libraries and bookstores. In Greek and Ro-
man mythology, owls were associated with education, intellect and mag-
ic, probably because of their wide eyes, solemn expression and ability to 
see through darkness.
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WRAC Dedicated in Honor 
of Dr. Randall J. Webb
by David West

Northwestern State University dedicated its Wellness, Recreation and 
Activity Center in honor of the late Dr. Randall J. Webb in a ceremony 
held Tuesday March 20th  before a large crowd on what would have been 
Webb’s 75th birthday.

Webb was the longest-serving president in the history of Northwestern 
State, holding the position from July 1, 1996 to Dec. 31, 2014. 

“For 25 years, Dr. Webb stepped up to a microphone and said ‘This is a red 
letter day for Northwestern State University.’ And this day truly is,” said 
Northwestern State President Dr. Chris Maggio. “I am so proud to see so 
many people here to honor a man who was so special to so many of us.”

Northwestern State students approved a referendum in 1998 to fund 
construction of the Well-
ness, Recreation and Ac-
tivity Center. The $6.9 mil-
lion project converted the 
former Intramural Building 
into a 81,000 square foot 
facility which was complet-
ed in 2004.

“We are honoring a man 
who did as much for this university as any single individual,” said Uni-
versity of Louisiana System President and CEO Dr. Jim Henderson, who 
succeeded Webb as NSU’s president. “There are two things about Randy 
Webb that stick out: his loyalty to the university and his love for students. 
It defines who Randy Webb was and is that we are naming a building in 
his honor that was built by students.”

SGA President Tre Nelson experienced an example of Webb’s feeling to-
wards students the first time the two met at a party a few months before 
Nelson enrolled at NSU.

“He could have spent all his time talking to all the important people at the 
party, but he took time to get to know an incoming freshman at North-
western,” said Nelson. “After talking for a few minutes, I found his words 
so genuine that all my fears about attending the university went away.”

Webb encouraged his friend Lola Dunahoe to serve on the NSU Foun-
dation Board of Directors several years ago. Dunahoe became president 
of the Foundation board and was later appointed to the Board of Super-
visors for the University of Louisiana System. Dunahoe called Webb “a 

The Wellness, Recreation and Activity Center at Northwestern State Uni-
versity was dedicated in honor of the late Dr. Randall J. Webb in a cere-
mony held Tuesday, March 20th on what would have been Webb’s 75th 
birthday. A portrait of Webb, the longest-serving president in NSU his-
tory, will hang in the facility. Participating in the unveiling of the portrait 
are, from left, SGA President Tre Nelson, Northwestern State President 
Dr. Chris Maggio, artist and graduate student Osvaldo Ferrer Miranda, 
Shayne Creppel, director of Greek Life and assistant director of student 
life, and Webb’s widow Brenda Webb.

NSU Math Department  
Competes at Conference
Northwestern State University’s Department of Mathematics attended 
the annual meeting of the Louisiana/Mississippi Section of the Mathe-
matical Association of America in Lafayette. During the meeting, several 
students competed in a team competition and Haley Jorgensen of Bossier 
City entered the student research competition, winning the third place 
prize. The meeting marked the end of Dr. Frank Serio’s term as chair of 
the Section. Pictured are students and faculty, from left, Jonathon Villar-
eal of Oberlin, of Austin Averitt of Bossier City, Dr. Leigh Ann Myers, Sara 
Vineyard of Shreveport, Shelby Ansley of Bossier City, Andrew Penfield 
of Many, Cherish Netter of Baker, Dr. Richard DeVault, Serio, head of the 
Department of Mathematics; Jessica Bass of Pleasant Hill, Jorgensen, Dr. 
Kathy Autrey, Dr. Nick Richardson, Melissa Kelly and Dr. Ben Rushing.

Two Graduates Honored 
for Community Service
Two Northwestern State University alumnae have been as 2018 Champi-
ons of Service by Volunteer Louisiana. Barbara Jo Pease was chosen from 
as Greater New Orleans Champion and Lois Rector was selected as Capital 
Area Champion.

Volunteer Louisiana names Champions of Service to honor people, groups 
and businesses in Louisiana who demonstrate compassion and dedica-
tion, leadership and initiative or innovation and creativity in addressing 
community challenges while serving others. Champions are chosen from 
a pool of statewide nominees.

Pease has been involved with Louisiana Youth Seminar, a high school lead-
ership program held each summer, since its inception in 1971. She recruits 
and fundraises for the organization, singlehandedly creating a scholarship 
program. Peace serves with College Track New Orleans, a group that pro-
vides extracurricular and academic skills to help students graduate from 
high school and college. Peace, a member NSU’s Long Purple Line, serves 
on the NSU Foundation Board.

Rector, who has volunteered with Knock Knock Children’s Museum since 
2015, spends at least three days a week as an ambassador for play and 
learning. She also chaired the committee that helped create the muse-
um’s Art Garden Learning Zone.

Pease, Rector and seven other Champions of Service will be honored 
during National Volunteer Week, when a gala will be held April 18 at the 
Capitol Park Museum in Baton Rouge. Tickets and sponsorships are avail-
able at VolunteerLaFoundation.org.

scholar, a great leader, an encourager and a Christian gentleman.”

 “Everyone at Northwestern had an opportunity to be encouraged by 
Randy,” said Dunahoe. “He gave his best and expected it out of others. 
My life was enriched because I was able to call Randy Webb my friend.”

Athletic Director Greg Burke said Webb was a “boss, mentor, advocate, 
supporter, fan and friend.”

He said Webb never waivered in his support for the athletic program, and 
had strong views about what the program should be.

“When I interviewed for the position of athletic director, he told me that 
“we are going to win, our student athletes are going to graduate and we 
will carry ourselves in the right way,” said Burke. “I learned so much from 
him.”

Under Webb’s leadership, Northwestern State received unprecedented 
national and international attention for its academic programs and stu-
dent accomplishments. University facilities in addition to the WRAC were 
renovated to better serve students and two record-setting capital cam-
paigns took place.

Enrollment reached record levels during Webb’s tenure as president and 
exceeded 10,500 for the first time in school history in the fall of 2004.  
Webb led NSU toward higher admission standards, which has resulted 
in students at the university having greater academic potential and apti-
tude. During Webb’s tenure, Northwestern State had the largest graduat-
ing classes in the university’s history.

NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST
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NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
Come see the all  new 2018 JEEP WRANGLERS JK Models

Come see the all new 2019 RAM 1500 Models arriving daily

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Owner’s Cell: (318) 518-9640 • Fax: (318) 238-3394

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates to dealer. Financed thru CCAP
Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!

2018 RAM TRUCK QUAD CAB BRAND NEW
JEEP RENEGADE
HUGE SAVINGS!

2018 DODGE JOURNEY SUV
3RD ROW SEAT

2018 RAM TRUCK REGULAR CAB 2017 JEEP WRANGLERS

SAVE
THOUSANDS

BRAND NEW
2018 DODGE CHARGER

ONLY 
$23,990

STOCK #R8016

ONLY 
$19,990

STOCK #J1501

ONLY 
$16,987

STOCK #D8014

ONLY 
$19,990

STOCK #R8012

ONLY 
$24,900

STOCK #D8007

NEW
OWNERSHIP

NEWMANAGEMENT

Come See Us Today

“With These Prices, Stay In Town, No Need To Drive Anywhere!”
“Special Finance Rebates Included In All Pricing”


