
Sabine Parish Family 
Provides Inflatable Fun
What’s Up Inflatables is a Sabine Parish fam-
ily-owned company that was started in July 
2016. Jeff and Kate Strebeck enjoy running their 
business out of their home in Zwolle. They have 
a large inventory of inflatable units to keep their 
customers happy.

Whether you want a massive 27-foot water-
slide, a smaller slide for younger children, or 
just a bounce house for those cooler winter 
months, they have you covered.

When the Strebecks aren’t delivering slides 
to customers, they enjoy their free time by 

fishing, hunting, or just spending time with family and friends. 

Jeff is a 1999 graduate of Many High School. He 
has worked offshore for the the past 18 years. 
Kate grew up in Zwolle and graduated from Zwolle 
High in 2000. The couple has one 14-year-old son, 
Zach, who attends Zwolle High School and helps 
with the family business in his spare time. He en-
joys playing basketball, four-wheeler riding, and 
spending time with his friends when he isn’t helping. 

The whole family stays involved delivering slides 
to customers, scheduling deliveries, and setting up 
and taking down the units. While Jeff is offshore, 
Kate delivers the slides. She shared with Around the 
Town that she had to learn quickly how to back up 
a trailer that first summer. 

What’s Up Inflatables looks forward to meeting new customers in the 
future as well as catching up with old customers. The Strebecks shared 
that the best part of their business is meeting new people and seeing old 
friends. Seeing a child’s face light up after setting up a slide or bounce 
house for a party makes all the hard work worth it.

You can find them on 
Facebook at What’s Up 
Inflatables, Zwolle, or call 
them at (318) 315-2359.

536 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA
Limit one per coupon per customer per visit. Not valid in combination 
with any other offer. Must present coupon when ordering. Must pay 
sales tax. Expires 7/31/18.
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Advanced Cosmetic 
Techniques
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

If you are like me, you don’t know very 
much about the world of permanent 
cosmetics. What I do know is the per-
son to fill you in! Jennifer Threadgill at 
Advanced Cosmetics in Natchitoches 
has been in the business since 1986! I was very surprised to hear the year 
she opened her shop, right in Natchitoches. I had no idea permanent cos-
metics had even been around for over 32 years. In the early 90s, she was 
one of the few in the country that offered these types of services, which 
lead to her being featured on the Joan Rivers show, Oprah, Montel, as 
well as a list of others. She has clientele from all over the country! 

Jennifer was more than happy to explain to me all the services she offers, 
in detail. So, I know if you’re a prospective client all your questions will 
be answered with ease, and any consultation is free of charge! She truly 
believes in what she does. As she explained to me, not only is it ‘nice to 
have it done’ but it is also very beneficial to people that may have medical 
restrictions; limited sight and arthritis to name a few.
 
You can choose to have your eyebrows done. With this, she actually uses 
hair strokes, so it looks very natural. You can choose to have it soft, light, 
and natural or go bolder to have it thicker and darker. She can also do 
eyeliner; upper and lower. This can help enhance your lashes; you can 
have this done as dark or light as you want, as well as any color. Eyeshad-
ow is also an option. One thing Jennifer pointed out to me that some new 
clients are concerned about with this option is wanting to change your 
color. She herself has a permanent taupe; you can always put any color 
you want on top, as the services she offers is in the skin, not on top. Blush 
is another popular service her customers enjoy, and comes in a soft pink 
or a rose tone. If you chose to have lip tint, Jennifer likes to point out that 
this service is not lipstick! It does help reshape the lips; helps with fuller 
lips, and does enhance any lipstick you choose. The services she offers are 
cosmetic, as well as medical. She specializes in scar camouflage, which 
colors in a scar to the match the surrounding tissue. Anytime you tat-
too the skin in any way, it will fade over time. Advanced Cosmetics offers 
touch ups that are not the full price of the first time services were done. 
Also, a nice thing to be reminded of is, you can alter any of the services 
at any time. You are not ‘stuck’ with just the first option you choose for-
ever!  Currently, they are offering $50 off any new procedure; you should 
definitely check them out to help make your daily makeup routine easier!

Advanced Cosmetics is located at 110 University Pkwy in Natchitoches. 
You can give them a call at 318–352–4983. www.facebook.com/Ad-
vanced-Cosmetic-Techniques-587717141354924
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Go RVing at Toledo Bend!
The kids are out of school and bored, so what do you do? Hitch up the RV 
and head to Toledo Bend!

Beat the heat at one of our beautiful and scenic RV pads. Swim, fish, or sim-
ply lay out and enjoy some relaxation, whatever you enjoy you will find at 
Toledo Bend! 

Independence Day - July 4th 
A Lesson in History
On July 4, 1776, the thirteen colonies claimed their independence from En-
gland, an event which eventually led to the formation of the United States. 
Each year on July 4th, also known as Independence Day, Americans cele-
brate this historic event.

Conflict between the colonies and England was already a year old when the 
colonies convened a Continental Congress in Philadelphia in the summer 
of 1776. In a June 7 session in the Pennsylvania State House (later Inde-
pendence Hall), Richard Henry Lee of Virginia presented a resolution with 
the famous words: “Resolved: That these United Colonies are, and of right 
ought to be, free and independent States, that they are absolved from all 
allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between 
them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.”

Lee’s words were the impetus for the drafting of a formal Declaration of 
Independence, although the resolution was not followed up on immediate-
ly. On June 11, consideration of the resolution was postponed by a vote of 
seven colonies to five, with New York abstaining. However, a Committee of 
Five was appointed to draft a statement presenting to the world the colo-
nies’ case for independence. Members of the Committee included John Ad-
ams of Massachusetts, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Benjamin Franklin 
of Pennsylvania, Robert R. Livingston of New York and Thomas Jefferson of 
Virginia. The task of drafting the actual document fell on Jefferson.

On July 1, 1776, the Continental Congress reconvened, and on the follow-
ing day, the Lee Resolution for independence was adopted by 12 of the 
13 colonies, New York not voting. Discussions of Jefferson’s Declaration of 
Independence resulted in some minor changes, but the spirit of the docu-
ment was unchanged. The process of revision continued through all of July 
3 and into the late afternoon of July 4, when the Declaration was officially 
adopted. Of the 13 colonies, nine voted in favor of the Declaration, two -- 
Pennsylvania and South Carolina -- voted No, Delaware was undecided and 
New York abstained. John Hancock, President of the Continental Congress, 
signed the Declaration of Independence. It is said that John Hancock’s 
signed his name “with a great flourish” so England’s “King George can read 
that without spectacles!”

Today, the original copy of the Declaration is housed in the National Ar-
chives in Washington, D.C., and July 4 has been designated a national holi-
day to commemorate the day the United States laid down its claim to be a 
free and independent nation.

from
The Editor and 

Staff
of

Around the Town
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Five Fantastic Facts about 
our Constitution
THE BILL OF RIGHTS WASN’T ORIGINALLY IN THE CONSTITUTION.

The Constitution and Bill of Rights seem to go together as a package 
when you learn about them in school. However, the Bill of Rights was 
not officially created until 1791. Individual states had concerns about the 
Constitution and its lack of protections for individual rights, so the fram-
ers promised to create amendments that would guarantee these rights. 
However, it wasn’t until 1791, three years after the Constitution was rati-
fied, that the Bill of Rights became official.

THE 1788 CONSTITUTION WAS ESSENTIALLY A BLOODLESS, MUTUALLY 
DESIRED COUP.

Before the constitutional convention was called in 1787, the United States 
functioned as a loose confederation of individual states that weren’t coun-
tries on their own, but that did have a lot of independence. The states 
were governed by Congress, which had the ability to handle international 
dealings and coordinate the states in the event of a foreign invasion. But 
Congress didn’t have much power over the states themselves in terms of 
domestic matters. It couldn’t even force the states to pony up money or 
troops if there actually had been an invasion. The new country was well 
on its way to breaking up into separate, small countries. The constitution-
al convention was meant to create a new type of government that could 
hold the states together.

RHODE ISLAND WAS THREATENED INTO RATIFYING THE NEW CONSTI-
TUTION.

The last of the 13 original colonies and states didn’t ratify the Constitution 
until 1790; in fact, Rhode Island didn’t even send a delegate to the consti-
tutional convention. The state was finally forced to ratify the Constitution 
after the other states threatened to start treating Rhode Island’s exports 
as if they came from a foreign country—in other words, they were going 
to tax the heck out of them if they didn’t ratify.

BEFORE THE NEW CONSTITUTION, THE U.S. DIDN’T HAVE A PRESIDENT.

As mentioned, the Articles of Confederation saw individual states held 
together in a loose alliance by Congress, but there was no president. In 
fact, there was no three-branch system. The Articles had intended to pro-
tect the states against strong central power—they’d had enough of that 
as colonies ruled by Britain—but the power was so decentralized that the 
government didn’t really work that well. The form of government adopt-
ed in the new Constitution called for three branches, with the executive 
branch run by an elected official. In 1789, George Washington became 
that elected official, becoming the first president.

THE NEW CONSTITUTION WASN’T POPULAR AT ALL.

You’d think that after the mess created by the Articles of Confederation, a 
new agreement and government would be welcomed by all. But it wasn’t. 
Smaller states worried about representation and being steamrolled over 
by larger states; larger states wanted their population to count more, 
which alarmed the smaller states; many people were worried about the 
introduction of centralized government, which seemed much too close to 
what the colonial government had been like; and even more were con-
cerned about the lack of guaranteed rights in the new document (which 
is what brought about the Bill of Rights, noted above). While the Con-
stitution did eventually win over the population, it took several amend-
ments to help it along.

Personal Auto, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs,
SR22 & Mobile Homes

All Commercial Lines & Homeowners

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

David Stamey
and the Staff of the
Natchitoches Parish
Clerk of Court office

wish you a
Happy & Safe 4th of July

Our goal is to provide you with
efficient and courteous service.

We are located in
Room 104 of the

Natchitoches Parish Courthouse.

Our Phone Number is
318-352-8152



THE UNKNOWN 
SOLDIER OF 
OAK GROVE 
CEMETERY
     by Rickey Robertson 
   
 Located about 4 miles east of Hornbeck, La. 
on La. Hwy. 392, also known as Rifle Range 
Road, is the church and cemetery located in the Oak Grove Community. 
This is a very old community, with the cemetery being at this location 
since 1851. This cemetery was begun in a strange way that has led to 
many legends pertaining to both the cemetery and the little country com-
munity. With some assistance from my friend and fellow historian Nelta 
Nolen, we are going to look into this strange event that led to the death 
and burial of the Unknown Soldier of Oak Grove Cemetery.

 Living in this small community was John “Johnnie” West and his wife Dicia 
and his children. Johnnie West was supposedly born in Ireland in 1801, 
yet some records show he was born in 1812 in Mississippi. So we be-
gin with a mystery!  If he had been born in Ireland, somehow he had 
made it across the great wide ocean to the American Colonies. Upon his 
arrival in the new United States, records show he married Dicia Cooper 
and they lived in Mississippi prior to moving to Louisiana. Near where 
the West Family lived were several other families, those of Joab Owers, 
Hirman West, Tabitha Brown and Jonathan Owers. These were hard work-
ing farmers who provided for their families, were probably kin, and who 
worked together as neighbors. But in 1851 something happened that im-
pacted the West Family and has spawned many legends that still exist in 
this rural community.

 In 1851 as one legend has it, Johnnie West picked out the very first grave-
site at the present day Oak Grove Cemetery. The story is that Johnnie 
West selected the site for the grave of an unknown soldier who died un-
expectedly at his home place. After this burial, Johnnie removed his wife’s 
mother from a grave location east of the present day cemetery and her 
grave-site became the second burial at Oak Grove Cemetery.

 But the story of the unknown soldier has several twists in it that we will 
attempt to follow. Another story is that an unknown soldier came riding 
up to the West home and was given water and food. The soldier was invit-
ed in to have a meal with this poor country family. As they ate, there was 
one biscuit left on the table and one of the children reached for it, but the 
soldier was quicker and he got the last biscuit  and ate it. This made John-
nie West mad and he told the soldier you will not take the last bread from 
my child. Supposed a fight ensued with the soldier being killed.

 And another story came from one of Johnnie West’s daughters, Margania 
told many many years later to her daughter. She said that a man who was 
traveling home from war stopped at their house late one afternoon and as 
was custom at that time in our history, he was given shelter for the night 
and fed a meal before starting travel the next morning. The man snatched 
the last biscuit from one of the children and ate it. When he started to 
leave, Johnnie escorted him on his way from the farm. Margania said that 
she heard a shot and after her father had come back home, there was a 
fresh dug grave on top of the next hill from the West home-place.

 I have heard this story throughout my life and some questions came up. 
First, as I looked through our early American history, in 1851 the United 
States was not at war with anyone. Where was this soldier coming from ? 
A little more research finds that he would not have been from Fort Jesup 
because it had been abandoned in 1846 or due to the rural location of this 
area, could it have been another year instead of 1851? Where were the 
nearest forts to this area in 1851? There were only 3 that I could locate. 
One was Fort Jackson near New Orleans, Fort Smith in the Arkansas Terri-
tory, and Fort Arbuckle located near the Oklahoma and Red Rivers. 

Another question that arises , was this a scout from one of these forts 
that possibly had sent a military patrol through this area or could this 
have been a deserter from the army ? One thing for sure, the man was 
identified from his appearance to be a soldier, and he must have been an 
American soldier who spoke English and not some foreign language. And 
Johnnie West had enough respect for the soldier to give him a proper 
burial and to have properly marked the grave-site. Johnnie West lived in 
this community until he died in 1884. He was quite active in church work, 
and he and Joshia Brown set the church cornerstones for both Oak Grove 
Baptist and Prewitt’s Chapel Baptist churches. 
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Well, after hearing these various stories and legends on this incident, 
what do you think? I think it will remain a legend till we get to Heaven 
one day and ask the Lord the true story of this event and the mystery 
surrounding it.

 In 1968 the West and Owers Family donated and placed an appropriate 
grave-marker for the Unknown Soldier of Oak Grove Cemetery that has 
withstood the elements and still marks this unique grave-site. If you ever 
travel out to this little community, stop in and walk into the cemetery. 
You will see the grave-site of the Unknown Soldier and not far from it, the 
grave-site of Johnnie West and his family. Here in this cemetery lies two 
men whose lives, when they met, led to deathly consequences, yet they 
lie in peace in the same cemetery. Known Not to Man…..Known Only by 
God is this Unknown Soldier.     

Grave marker for the Unknown Soldier 
buried at Oak Grove Cemetery near 
Hornbeck, La. Erected by the West and 
Owers Families in 1968. (Rickey Robert-
son Collection)

Grave foot marker on the grave 
of the Unknown Soldier of Oak 
Grove Cemetery. This marker 
reads “1851”. (Rickey Robertson 
Collection)

Grave marker for Johnnie West located 
at Oak Grove Cemetery near Hornbeck, 
La. He buried the Unknown Soldier in 
1851. (Rickey Robertson Collection)

Headquarters building at Fort Jesup. Could the Unknown Soldier been 
assigned to this post ? (Rickey Robertson Collection)

Roses smile in their white content,
Roses blush in their crimson bliss,

As the vagrant breezes, wooing them,
Ruffle their petals with careless kiss.

–Henry Hewlett (1861–1923)
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Gun Talk
TWO STATES IN THE MIDDLE OF AMERICA
Illinois and Oklahoma:

I thought these two states made for an interesting 
contrast. The first part is about Illinois and the sec-
ond part is about Oklahoma! These statistics and 
data from the internet are from 2014, and believe me they haven’t im-
proved.

PART 1: ILLINOIS – “A STATE WITH NO REPUBLICANS”

Some interesting data on the “state” of the State of Illinois. There are 
more people on welfare in Illinois than there are people working. Chicago 
pays higher wages to teachers than anywhere else in the U.S. Their aver-
age pay is $110,000/year. Their pensions average 80-90% of their income. 
Wow! Are Illinois and Chicago great or what? Be sure to read ‘till the end. 
I’ve never heard it explained better. Perhaps the U.S. should pull out of 
Chicago?

The 2014 body count in Chicago for the first 6 months was: 292 murdered 
(that is an average of 48.6 per month) compared to the 221 killed in Iraq, 
and they finished the year with total of 391 murders and 2,230 shot and 
wounded for a total of 2,621 shootings. Remember, Chicago has one of 
the strictest gun laws in the entire U.S. 

During 2014, Chicago’s “Chain of Command” was as follows:
 President – Barack Hussein Obama
 Senator – Dick Durbin
 House Representative – Jesse Jackson, Jr.
 Governor – Pat Quinn
 House Leader – Mike Madigan
 Attorney General – Lisa Madigan (daughter of Mike Madigan)
 Mayor: Rahm Emanuel

Note that the leadership in Illinois was all Democrats. We can thank them 
for the combat zone in Chicago. Of course, they’re all blaming each other. 
Can’t blame Republicans; there aren’t any!

Let’s get ALL the facts out while we are at it:

• The Chicago school system was rated one of the worst in the country. 
Can’t blame Republicans; there aren’t any!

• State pension fund $78 Billion in debt. The worst in the country. Can’t 
blame Republicans; there aren’t any!

• Cook County (Chicago) sales tax is 10.25%, the highest in the country. 
Can’t blame Republicans; there aren’t any!

• George Ryan is no longer Governor, he was in prison. He was replaced 
by Rob Blagojevich, who is, by the way, also in prison. 

• Representative Jesse Jackson, Jr., resigned and, that’s right, he and his 
wife are both in prison. 

This is the political culture that President Obama came from in Illinois 
(and he was going to “fix” Washington politics for us?). This is the Land of 
Lincoln, where our Governors and Representatives make Illinois license 
plates (What?). 

As long as they keep providing entitlements to the population of Chicago, 
nothing is going to change, except that Illinois will go bankrupt before 
our country does. Anyone who thinks he can be happy and prosperous by 
letting the government take care of them, better take a closer look at the 
native American Indian. (And, don’t forget Detroit, another great example 
of a Democratic empire.)

Open Letter from 
Natchitoches 
Councilman  
Russell Rachel

FFL TRANSFERS
at

POP’S GUN LOCKER
call

318-645-7673

Greetings my friends,

Where has the first half of this year gone? It sure 
has passed by quickly.

It is with great pleasure that I’m able to visit with you this month. We had 
our June meeting on June 18th. I am excited to be able to report some 
positive news that happened at this meeting. We hired a new Director 
of Public Service, Mr. Bobby Hughes. With his experience, along with the 
great work that Mr. Earl Townsend has accomplished, I am convinced that 
great things are about to happen for Natchitoches Parish.

In other business, we the Council voted 4-1 to introduce an Ordinance 
by title only to be heard at a public hearing on our regular scheduled 
meeting on July 23, 2018 pertaining to the creation of road districts. This 
ordinance, if passed, would create four (4) separate road districts. These 
districts are not to be confused with the five (5) Council districts that 
were put in place by the Home Rule Charter. There will be a public hear-
ing, which allows all concerned citizens to ask questions and to discuss 
this item before the Council votes to place this ordinance before the peo-
ple or not. If the Council votes to place this item on the ballot, the people 
in each of these newly created road districts will vote on a new tax. If this 
tax passes, the new tax must be spent in the road district that it is passed 
for. It must go to the roads, and cannot be spent on salaries or anywhere 
else in Parish Government. If this passes in certain districts but not in 
every district, then the money that is collected will only be spent in the 
district that passes it. If the voters in a certain district vote this tax down, 
their district will continue to get their roads maintained with the current 
funds in Road District 40, but will not receive any of the new tax monies.

In closing, I would like the opportunity to clear something up. A few 
weeks ago, two men from Sabine Parish, Mr. Robert Gentry and Mr. Ted 
Dumas took the liberty of discussing me on the radio station in reference 
to my stance on the Police Jury/Home Rule Charter form of government. 
Mr. Gentry stated that during the May 2018 meeting that I voted in oppo-
sition of allowing the people a chance to vote to go back to the Police Jury 
form of Government. Mr. Dumas asked Mr. Gentry why I would do such 
a thing. Mr. Gentry advised that I stated  in the Around the Town paper 
that God told me to. The truth of the matter is, on page 5, paragraph 6, 
my statement was, “ Based on the fact that only 7.6% of the voters signed 
the petition, and the appearance that the circulators are not displeased 
with the form of government, but are with the current President, I voted 
to not put this item back on the ballot”.                          

On the last paragraph I stated, “ I do not apologize for voting no, nor do I 
apologize for representing you to the fullest as God leads me to”. 

There is supposedly a petition being circulated around to have me re-
called from my elected position because I’m standing up for you and at-
tempting to do the right thing. Let it be known, I will not bow to pressure 
or stop representing you to my fullest ability.

I appreciate each of you and God Bless You,

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council
District 5
(318) 652-0382   

Continued on Page 18
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   Pastor Jim Manning
   The Life Church -  
   Many, LA

Almost
by Pastor Jim Manning

Almost. This must be one of the most tragic words 
in human language. A poet once wrote, “Of all the 
words of the tongue or pen, the saddest are these, 
‘It might have been.’” Almost speaks of aborted 
opportunities and missed chances, and I’m sure 
that as long as this world exists, “almosts” will dot 
the pages of human history.

I almost climbed the mountain.
We almost reached our goal.
I almost closed the deal.
We almost got there in time.

We’ve all had those “almost” experiences, haven’t we? I suppose that the 
most infamous “almoster” in history would have to be the Roman gov-
ernor, Pontius Pilate. In the book of Luke (23:13-24) we find the account 
of Jesus’s trial before Pilate. The trial was in the moments preceding the 
crucifixion, and Pilate was having trouble understanding the reason the 
Jews were so insistent about punishing Jesus. He tried more than once to 
convince them of His innocence but to no avail. Finally, he succumbed to 
their requests and turned Jesus over to them to be crucified.

What do you think Pilate would say now if he could look back and see 
what he almost did? He almost released Jesus. He almost lowered the 
gavel and said, “Not guilty.” He almost said, “I dismiss all the charges. This 
man is innocent.” He almost set Him free. What a change that would have 
made in our perception of Pilate. Why, we might be calling him “Saint Pi-
late” today! He almost did it—but he didn’t. Yet, he could have, and that is 
his tragedy. He had the authority to do it. He wore the signet ring that said 
he had the power to do it. All he had to do was speak the word decisively, 
and Jesus would have been set free. And he did it—almost.

Another tragic account of “almost” in the Bible comes from Paul’s ministry 
in the book of Acts, chapter 26. In the midst of Paul’s imprisonment and 
trials, he had the opportunity to tell King Agrippa of the story of Christ and 
his own testimony. When he finished speaking, verse 28 records Agrip-
pa’s response, “…Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” What a 
horrible almost! What a life change he could have experienced if he had 
allowed himself to be persuaded. When we read this passage, it is easy for 
us to self-righteously accuse Agrippa. How could he not see the truth of 
the gospel? How could he allow his pride and position to blind him to the 
message of Jesus? However, if we’re honest with ourselves, we know that 
Agrippa and Pilate are not the only ones who have played the tragic game 
of “almost.” Many of us have played that game as well.

I almost made the decision today.
I almost took the invitation.
I almost said, “Here I am, Lord. Use me.”

But what causes our “almosts?” Why do we hesitate to take the next step? 
In some cases, fear keeps us paralyzed. We may fear taking a leap of faith, 
or we may fear that we aren’t enough. We may have fear, as Pilate may 
have had, that we’ll lose our status if we don’t please the people around 
us. In other cases, we may be too distracted by life to see the open door 
to a better life.

During the crucifixion of Jesus, the soldiers knelt at his feet, gambling for 
His robe. They were accustomed to the crucifixion scene and probably 
took no notice of the man hanging on the cross above them. They were 
too distracted by what they were doing to realize that the man they cru-
cified was their own Savior.

When we picture those soldiers, if we look closely, we can see a little 
glimpse of ourselves. Sometimes we are so close to the cross, and yet so 
far way. They were right there, right next to the blood that was dropping 
to the ground. They could hear the cries of pain. They could look up any 
time they wanted and see Jesus dying there. And yet, their minds were 
somewhere else. Some of us become so engrossed in what we’re doing 
that we never look up, let the message sink in, and make a change in our 
lives. We are so near but so far.

Today, let’s make it our mission to change the context of almost in our 
vocabulary:

I almost let fear stop me, but instead I kept moving forward.
I almost gave up hope, but instead I held on.
I almost stayed indifferent to the message of Christ, but I allowed it to 
speak to me, and I became a God-follower!

Mayor
Bobby Behan
and the

Village of Robeline
wish you a happy and safe

Frank A Howard
    State Representative
         District24

Happy
July 4th
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   Tommy Lewis, Youth Pastor 
   The Life Church, Many, LA

Completely
by Tommy Lewis

 There’s a story that talks about a young 
man who came up to Jesus one day 
and asked what he must do to inherit 
eternal life.  Jesus told the young man 
to follow the commandments, which 
the young man claimed that he had 
all his life.  Jesus then tells him that he 
lacks one thing and to go sell all that 
he has and give to the poor.  So the 
young man did as Jesus said and sold 
everything he had and followed Jesus.  
This young man followed Jesus every-
where He went and learned so much 
about the kingdom of God.  He was 
there when Jesus was crucified and was 
there for His resurrection.  This young 
man was there when Jesus ascended 
into Heaven and was there on the Day of Pentecost when God’s Spirit was 
poured out for the first time on the earth.  This young man became one 
of the greatest missionaries and was mentioned several times in the book 
of Acts.  So many people were reached and saved because of this young 
man.  His name is known worldwide right there with Peter and Paul for 
anyone that has ever read the Bible.  What a great life this young man 
lived!  Except that’s not what really happened.  We don’t know this young 
man’s name.  We don’t know anything else about this young man, but 
that he lacked one thing to have eternal life. Mark 10-17-22: And when 
he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to 
him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eter-
nal life?  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good?  There is 
none good but one, that is God.  Thou knowest the commandments, do 
not commit adultery, do not kill, do not steal, do not bear false witness, 
defraud not, honor thy father and mother.  And he answered and said 
unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth.  Then Jesus 
beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go 
thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.  
And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great 
possessions.

 This young man lacked one thing from having the life that I described at 
the beginning.  Jesus offered him a chance to follow Him.  All he had to do 
was give up that one thing, and there is no telling the all the great feats he 
would have accomplished.  The young ruler wasn’t willing to give every-
thing to Jesus.  He wanted to hold onto that one thing.  He walked away 
sad because he had great possessions and his life remained unchanged.  
Now we might think he only lacked one thing, why is that such a big deal?  
I mean he had followed all the commandments Jesus listed- Do not com-
mit adultery, do not kill, do not steal, do not bear false witness, defraud 
not, honor thy father and mother.  That sounds like this young ruler had 
it all figured out, but Jesus said he lacked one thing.  What was that one 
thing?  He loved his riches more than he loved God.  Why is that such a 
big deal when he was doing everything else right?  Jesus was asked one 
day what was the greatest commandment and he said in Matthew 22:37: 
You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and 
all your mind.  So in other words you have to love God with everything 
you are and everything you have!  It didn’t matter how many other com-
mandments the rich young ruler had kept because he broke the most im-
portant one.  He didn’t love God with everything he had and because of 
that his life would never be completely given to God.  We all fall into this 
same trap though.  We look at our lives and determine all the things we 
are doing right for Kingdom of God.  I haven’t killed anybody.  I haven’t 
stolen from anybody.  I haven’t committed adultery.  I haven’t done this 
and haven’t done that.  We look at all the things we’re doing right, but we 
lose sight of where our heart is sometimes.  So my question is where is 
your heart? Is it completely given to Jesus Christ?  Or are you lacking one 
thing like the rich young ruler?  What would have happened if he would 
have given everything to Jesus Christ that day? 
 
 The rich young ruler weighed the cost of following Jesus Christ and 
couldn’t make the sacrifice.  The rich young ruler didn’t think following 
Jesus was worth the sacrifice.  How about you today?  Would you sacrifice 
anything to follow Christ?  Do you think Jesus is worth the sacrifice?  Is 
following Him worth going through hurt and pain?  Is following Him worth 
you having to face trials and heartache?  To me Jesus is worth it all.  He’s 
worth every tear I’ve cried when my world was falling apart.  He’s worth 
every sleepless night because of the pain.  He’s worth every trial, every 
storm, and every sacrifice.  No matter the cost, Jesus to me is worth it. Is 

Jesus worth it for you?

 There is one other time in the Bible that Jesus talks about that one thing 
that people lack, and it’s eerie similar to the rich young ruler.  Revela-
tion 2:1-5: Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things 
saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh 
in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; I know thy works, and 
thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which 
are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are 
not, and hast found them liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and 
for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. Nevertheless I 
have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Re-
member therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 
first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.  Jesus listed all things 
the church of Ephesus had gotten right first.  Sounds familiar to the rich 
young ruler right?  Then Jesus said I have something against you.  You 
have left your first love!  In other words you lack one thing, but it’s the 
most important thing!  To love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and 
strength!  He tells the church of Ephesus to repent, and if they don’t He 
will remove them from their place with the other churches.  Ephesus 
you have been patient, you have endured, you have hated evil, you have 
called out false prophets and liars, but you lack one thing.  You have left 
your first love.  Rich young ruler you haven’t killed anyone, robbed any-
one, cheated anyone, and you’ve honored you father and mother, but 
you lack one thing.  You don’t love me with all you have!  What is going 
to be said of us?  Are we completely His?

Hope you have a
Happy and Safe

Louie Bernard
Candidate for

Senate District 31
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Books N’ More
New & New 2U

101 North Bevill St., Winnfield, LA 71483

Marilyn Cage
Owner

(318) 583-2304
Matthew 6:33

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well.”

Operating Hours
Tuesday • Thursday • Friday • Saturday

10:00am-5:30pm

Blazin A’s Steak and Seafood
1949 Hwy 117 • Provencal, LA 71468

(318) 472-6999
Tuesday - Saturday    11AM - 8 PM

Owner: Charlene Womack
“Home of the Old-Fashioned Hamburgers”

Ribeyes • T-Bones • Sirloins • Seafood Platters

Daily Lunches • 11AM ‘til 2PM
All you can eat Catfish with Salad Bar

Thursday, Friday & Saturday • 5PM ‘till Closing
Free Salad Bar w/Entree - Dine In Only

Try our famous Taters: Bomb.com, Taco, Cajun & Chicken Fried

BOILED SHRIMP
Thursday, Friday & Saturday • 5PM - 8 PM

“Cheapest Prices Around” • Call 318-472-6999 for more info.

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

Run Little Girls, 
Run
by Dean Lambert

My wife Amanda was born in Clovis, New Mex-
ico and spent her first 6 years there. It was an 
innocent time and Amanda was free to play in 
the yard and even to make trips to the neigh-
borhood store just down the block. Aman-
da was just three years old that summer day 
when she and her four year-old friend, Paula, 
got the approval to walk down the sidewalk along Wallace Street and to 
the store to get some candy. The young girls were soon on their way and 
disappeared down the shady sidewalk.  Sometime later both girls both 
rushed back into Amanda’s house and it was clear to their parents that 
something unusual had happened. Both girls were clearly alarmed, excit-
ed, out of breath, but reluctant to share what had happened. 

Finally after some coaxing, the older girl, Paula, revealed that a man had 
tried to get them into his car. This of course alarmed everyone, how could 
this happen in such a safe community? The police were called and soon 
arrived and interviewed the girls who could only say that the man was 
in a green car. The police spent the evening searching for the would-be 
abductor while news of the attempted kidnapping spread over the neigh-
borhoods. Children throughout the town was quickly herded in-doors, 
blinds pulled down and doors locked. 

As the evening wore on, the parents cuddled their daughters, relieved 
to have them home and safe. They had surely dodged a bullet and gave 
thanks that the girls had the presence of mind to turn and run home 
when confronted by the dangerous  stranger.

Later that night, as Paula’s mother was putting her daughter to bed, she 
asked her just exactly what that awful man said to her. After a moment of 
thought, young Paula looked down, shuffled her feet, then told her moth-
er that the man had said......  “If you two little girls don’t stop throwing 
rocks at my car, I am going to take you both to the police station”........
seems that little detail was left out of the original version....perhaps the 
neighborhood was still safe after all.

From 
Sheriff Victor Jones 

and Staff 
Natchitoches Parish 

Sheriff Office

Have
a Happy & Safe

4th of July

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek to pro-
vide the people of this area with news and information 
about the current events and happenings in the categories 
of dining, entertainment, sports and the arts, while pro-
viding a venue for retail and commercial establishments, 
as well as local artisans, non-profit and service organiza-
tions to present themselves to the public. We also strive 
to feature some of the rich history and culture this area is 
particularly known for. 
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Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear
650 San Antonio Ave.     318-431-1503     Downtown Many 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

#awesomecrawfish
318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials

 

Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp

Sat July 7 - Buster Jordan Project

Sat July 14 - Uptown Jazz

Sat July 21 - The Turn-Ups

Sat July 28 - Cane Mutiny

GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948

Sharing the 
Road and the 
World with 
Others
by Herbert de Launay

We share the road with others.  We share 
our lives and our world with others.  We 
are not alone.  I am not the only person on 
the road or in my neighborhood or in the 
world.  We need to share.  That is why there are various traffic laws and 
other laws.  That is also why we need our various religious traditions and 
teachings.

One time I had almost gotten run over.  I had waited until the light changed 
before I started across the road.  But then a car came speeding through 
the intersection against the light and turning where I was walking.  Rush-
ing to get out of the way, I tripped and fell.  Traffic laws and traffic lights 
are designed to help everyone to share the roads in a safe manner.

Once I saw a dead squirrel in the road.  Squirrels can run fast.  It was in a 
15mph zone.  Why was the squirrel unable to outrun the vehicle?  Unfor-
tunately, my observation is that many people do not observe the speed 
limit signs.  On that stretch of road, many people drive 25 and some drive 
35.

Test your driving.  At random moments, glance to see how fast you are 
going.  On most streets here in Natchitoches, the speed limit is 25mph.  
How fast were you going?

One problem with sharing the road is driving while we are distracted.  
Sometimes I am stopped at an intersection waiting for the other car to 
move.  But the driver is not moving because he or she is checking text 
messages.  This makes it confusing at four-way stop intersections.

Sharing the road means driving defensively and watching out for others.  
Many streets in town do not have sidewalks or bicycle lanes.  I need to 
watch out for children, bicyclists, pedestrians, and even animals.  God put 
all of us here, so we need to share the world and the road with one an-
other.

Sharing the road and the world with others includes being aware of how 
my activities affect others.  For example, perhaps I want to listen to my 
loud music, but my neighbors would prefer to hear the birds singing or to 
have some peace and quiet.  We need to be aware of others and patient 
with others.

If I throw out trash, am I making the road and the world messy or unat-
tractive for others?  Others are affected by what I do.  I need to be a good 
neighbor to those around me.

These concerns can also include larger issues of concern for the world and 
for the environment.  We share the world with others.  We share the earth 
with various plants and animals.  Sometimes people poison weeds.  But 
the weeds were green, that is, they were making the oxygen that people 
and animals need to breathe.  Am I grateful for the green plants that pro-
vide the oxygen I need to breathe?

My ancestors came to this country centuries ago to make a better life for 
themselves and their families.  Can I be welcoming to strangers, immi-
grants, and migrants?  My mother’s mother grew up speaking German.  
My father’s family grew up speaking French.  A Spanish ancestor served 
in the American Revolution and my sister is thus a proud member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution.
Despite the differences, they managed to get along quite well.  Similarly, 
we can look for ways to get along with others.  With patience and accep-
tance, we can make our world a better place for everyone.
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Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459
Toledo Bend Lake Home 500 Bayshore Dr Many LA

4 BD 2.5 BA  3300 sq ft+/-
Great Waterfront - No seawall needed

Boathouse with 2 lifts
Lanan Area

 
Listing Agent: Anna E. Remedies 318-508-0680

Ronald D. Brandon, Broker  318-256-6410

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

Womack 
Tire & Auto
1949 Hwy 117 • Provencal, LA 71468

318-581-0594
• New & Used Tires
• Flat Fix
• Light Mechanical Work
• Lawn Mower Repair
• 24/7 Road Side Assis-

tance 
HOURS
Mon-Fri • 8am-6pm

Saturday • 8am-Noon

from the

Natchitoches City
Marshal’s Office

Have a
Happy & Safe

4th of July
from

Ronny Richardson
Sabine Parish

Sheriff,
Deputies

and
Staff

Youth Group 
Attends 
Steubenville 
South 
Conference
The youth group from St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Many re-
cently attended the Steubenville South Conference held in Alexandria 
Louisiana. The conference is held each June and is sponsored by the Di-
ocese of Alexandria.

The 5 second rule for food 
dropped on the floor does 
not work if you have a 2 
second dog!
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THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

Poverty In Black 
History: A 
Successful 
Conspiracy
by Edwin Crayton

When many people talk about poverty in Black 
America they usually speak of it in terms of failure—of things that didn’t 
get done. This is a false notion. The hard, brutal truth is, the impover-
ishment of African Americans was not a failure, but a success. Indeed, 
it was a planned event that was designed to keep blacks poor, and al-
though many blacks escaped poverty, in general, the plan worked.  It 
began the sad day the first slaves got off the wretched slave ships from 
Africa.  But it didn’t stop there.  Many people with different and op-
posing ideologies participated as co-conspirators through the centuries 
by creating restrictive systems that kept black Americans chained to a 
state of want, limiting their opportunities.  Some were hostile to blacks. 
But surprisingly, others were well-meaning, yet no less harmful to black 
progress. They were unlikely, strange bedfellows. Some were slave own-
ers. Some were racists. Some were liberals. Some were conservatives. 
And, yes, some were even African Americans themselves. Here is an ad-
mittedly unscientific breakdown of how these co-conspirators worked to 
ensure poverty would be a force in Black America for centuries to come.
Slave Owners Chain Down A People’s Progress: Beginning in the year 
1619 when a Dutch ship brought the first slaves to America, slaves were 
bound in chains and restricted physically and psychologically. According 
to the Historychannel.com, “After the Revolutionary War, the new U.S. 
Constitution tacitly acknowledged slavery by counting slaves as 3/5 of a 
man.” This allowed the new American nation a legal basis for the mar-
keting, selling and reselling of these human beings. Their very human-
ity was legally denied by the state. The untold mental and emotional 
damage of having one’s family’s children, husbands and wives ripped 
away and sold like products may never be accurately known. But more 
important, such brutality served to physically and emotionally keep Af-
rican Americans from moving forward. The chains were not all physical.  
In slavery we see a blatant representation of what would occur in later 
generations in various forms: holding blacks in place or restricting prog-
ress with “chains” of some sort.

Plessy vs. Ferguson And The Rise Of Segregation: In 1896, the case of 
Plessy vs Ferguson saw  the U.S. Supreme Court uphold the practice of 
segregation.  This led to Jim Crow Segregation which restricted blacks 
from living where they wished, going to adequate schools and having 
equal rights guaranteed them in the U.S Constitution.  Jim Crow laws 
kept the best of everything away from African Americans and did so le-
gally. As anyone knows, with inferior schooling it’s harder to get good 
jobs and better pay. That’s the fast track to poverty. Make no mistake, it 
was true in the North as well as in the South. Northerners too kept jobs 
and schools from blacks. Even in liberal California, it was possible to find 
a segregated  school as late as the 1970s.

The Social Welfare Movements Of the 1960s And 1970s: This period saw 
the birth of very liberal social programs to assist the poor. Unfortunate-
ly, although well-meaning, they also included provisions that hurt black 
families in that they penalized recipient families for having men in the 
home.  This helped erode the family structure in many black commu-
nities and created a void of black male leadership in black neighbor-
hoods, which also played a role in expanding poverty. These programs 
also restricted---and still do-restrict how much money people  could 
make while getting public assistance. In effect these restrictions act as 
chains that kept and still keep people in a certain low economic status. 
This model continues today unfortunately.  Hence, the programs have 
no escape door, or way out of poverty, a key characteristic of restrictive 
programs that “bind” blacks to stay in one place. That place is usually 
poverty.

The Enslaving Drug Culture and Moral Decline:  The drug culture of the 
1960s, 70s, 80s and today created another self-inflicted wound: a re-
treat from time-honored Christian values.  The Crack Cocaine Epidemic 
of the 80s was particularly devastating in that it further impoverished 
many of the black poor and made neighborhoods much more unsafe 
due to drug-related killings and violence.  In this respect African Ameri-
cans must take responsibility as drug use and morality are choices.  The 
decline in numbers of those living by Christian values also led to an in-
crease in pre-marital sex, previously frowned upon by earlier generation 
s of blacks. Teen pregnancies grew and so did abandonment of children 
by drug addicted moms, all adding to the woes of the community. Ob-

viously, not all African Americans did this and during the same period, 
blacks saw much progress in business, sports, entertainment, science 
and the arts. Although the retreat in religious values affected all races 
and social classes, the  black poor felt it more.  Decades  earlier The 
Black National Anthem by James Weldon Johnson warned of this.  It 
says, “Lest our feet, stray from the places, our God where we met Thee. 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world we forget Thee.” Those 
lines mean we must keep resist the temptations of life and keep our eyes 
on God in order to progress and must never forget his ways or ignore his 
wise guidance.

Perhaps no group besides Jewish Americans and American Indians have 
experienced such an organized, and at times, even government-support-
ed effort to prevent or slow their progress as African Americans have 
had to endure for ages. And yet, through faith in a benevolent God, Afri-
can Americans have overcome many of the restrictions designed to keep 
them down and keep them poor. Indeed, many escaped poverty. As a 
whole the race has come “a mighty long way”, to quote a line from a 
black spiritual.  What have we learned from these long, dark episodes of 
oppression?  Perhaps the main lesson is that systems that keep people 
in place are oppressive even if they are well meaning.  Entitlement pro-
grams in the short term indeed do work and are helpful to those in need. 
But entitlement programs that pay people not to progress in the long 
term and “reward” them to remain in a restrictive entitlement system 
are not helpful in the long run because they restrict upward economic 
and social movement. Again, the key is to allow a way out---an escape 
from poverty. Programs that show poor people how to get into the Free 
Enterprise System are useful because they allow families and individuals 
to tap into the American Dream. However, it means those who decide 
to escape the restrictions of entitlement programs must be willing to 
work hard and sacrifice for the opportunity to advance. It means looking 
for the long term success instead of just the short term guarantee of an 
entitlement check.  It means going back to school and getting a skill that 
will increase one’s value in a competitive marketplace. It means thinking 
long term about the future and realizing that entitlements can become 
restrictions, much like the chains the slaves wore.  If you must deny your 
gifts and restrict yourself to only get a guaranteed check, you are short 
changing your future. Success requires dreaming, risk taking and sacri-
fice.

But government assistance programs are generally good when used 
properly. To be sure, we should always help the poor. Jesus put strong 
emphasis on our loving and caring for those in need. Read Matthew 
Chapter 25 and you’ll see that he says that when we take care of them, 
it’s like we’re also caring for him.  He went so far as to say that those 
who reject giving to the needy would not enter Heaven.  Strong stuff 
indeed.  Locally, we have programs that heed this command, but we 
need more. One I would like to draw your attention to is the work of 
the Natchitoches Coalition for the Homeless. They give out free food to 
those in need on the last Thursday of each month at 4pm, at the Skybox 
on the baseball field across from Martin Luther King Jr. Recreation Cen-
ter on Martin Luther King Jr. Drive.  Tell someone in need. But remember 
to also tell them to never give up on their dream of things getting better 
and that with God’s help, in Jesus’ name all is possible. Especially if will 
give their life and soul to Jesus, are willing to work hard and do their part 
to break the chains of poverty.
“Blessed is he who considers the poor. The Lord will remember him in 
time of trouble.” –Psalm 41:1
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You won’t believe your ears!

No FAKE COUNTRY heard here...
We’re the REAL DEAL!

The “Hanks” - Merle - Ray - Loretta
Patsy - Jeannie - ET - Faron - The “Georges”

Tammy - Willie - Waylon - Bob Luman
Bob Wills & more!

Get the FREE Apps &
Listen Anytime &

Anywhere!

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Continental Breakfast
Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises KePt/services DelivereD

“Home of Next Day service”

Rodney C. Abington
roDNey@aaPestsolutioNs.com

141 cassiDy laNe

maNy, la 71449
call roDNey or Kyle

318-273-BuGs (2847)
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Happy
Independence Day

Natchitoches 
Parish Assessor
Dollie Charles Mahoney

           and Staff

Happy

Kristi McCormick 
and Family

We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, decor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, 
Lone Star feed, various seeds, 
dog, horse & cattle supplies, 
Bonnie Plants & Tops Plus dog 
food.

Caleb & Stacie Rivers, Owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, TRU

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS



Lee Lee’s

Children’s
Boutique

Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA

Joy Impact Counseling Services, LLC
415 Bienville St., Suite 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-652-8140 (office)
318-521-8035 (fax)

Jimpact.llc@outlook.com (email)

Now Hiring!!!!
Licensed Clinical Social Worker-LCSW
Licensed Professional Counselor-LPC

Mental Heath Professional-MHP
Mental Health Specialist-MHS

YOU MAY SUBMIT RESUMES
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS OR
FAX NUMBER LISTED BELOW

rstewart.jic@outlook.com
318-521-8035

Tea Time
Antiques & Uniques 

2218 Port Arthur St. • Zwolle, LA 71486 • 318-645-8080

Antiques • Collectibles
Home Decor • Crosses • Candles

Bath & Spa Items
Jewelry • Chalk Paint

Wedding Rentals • Balloons & Gifts

You Name it, we can probably do it!

Thank you Sabine Parish for the love & support!
#ShopLocal
#SupportSmall Business
www.facebook.com/teatimeantiques

Owners Jason & Torrie Sepulvado

Hours
suN., moN. & tues. • closeD

WeD., tHurs. & fri. • 10:00 am - 5:00 Pm
saturDay • 10:00 am - 2:00 Pm

availaBle after Hours

@ (318) 315-1241
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COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets

Seafood • Steak Fingers
Hand Battered Onion Rings

Livers • Breast Filets
Much, Much More

256-3953
105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Call In
Orders To Go

OPEN
Mon-Sat

10am-10pm
Sunday

10am-3pm

We offer sizes
up to

16’ x 50’

Free Delivery
&

Set up Included

You can choose from several styles
and a variety of colors.

We offer low maintenance exteriors
and a brand new flooring system

in the country’s leading
PORTABLE BUILDINGS!!

24142 HWY 191, ZWOLLE, LA 71486
Located 4 miles south of Zwolle; 6 miles north of T-Town

318-645-7673 • 318-645-7670 (fax)
Open 7 Days for Your Convenience

Mon-Sat: 8AM-6PM      Sun: 10AM-4PM

Have a Happy & Safe
4th of July

from the Derksen
family to yours! 

Check out the rest, then come back to the BEST!



We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

More to Expect

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”
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Happy July 4th
from

Tammy Foster
& Staff

Sabine Parish
Clerk of Court
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JULY 2018 SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON

Carl I. Walters II currently serves as the 
Chief Executive Officer of Outpatient Med-
ical Center Inc. (OMC). He has been in 
healthcare operations for close to 30 years, 
the majority of which has been in Executive 
leadership roles. He holds a B.S. degree in 
Hospital Administration from Weber State 
University in Ogden, Utah and a Masters of 
Arts degree in Organizational Management 
from the University of Phoenix in Ogden, 
Utah. He has been recognized at the state 
and federal level for his health system turn-
around expertise. He is also a former United States Naval Officer with 
command experience.

When asked why he chose to pursue a career working in Federally Quali-
fied Health Centers, Walters said he made this career choice because he 
finds the mission, vision and community service commitment of Federally 
Qualified Health Centers to be perfectly aligned with my morals, values, 
spiritual convictions and selfless leadership community service commit-
ment.
“In fact, I don’t see working as the Chief Executive Officer of a Community 
Health Center as a job; but rather a part of my spiritual ministry journey, 
Walters stated.”
Coming from a family of distinguished military officers and myself serving 
as a United States Naval Officer (Medical Service Corp Officer); when I 
came off of active duty in 1991; I found myself wondering “what’s next?” 
as far as my career was concerned. I had spent three years on active duty 
running multi-million dollar medical clinics in the Navy; even being afford-
ed the opportunity to serve as the Commanding Officer of two Batallion 
medical clinics – and I loved these jobs.
I loved the idea of being there to help people when they needed help the 
most.
Long story short, it was Federally Qualified Health Centers that propelled 
my Executive C-suite career and the rest, as they say, is history.
To date, Walters has had the distinct pleasure of serving as the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of six multi-million dollar, multi-site Federally Qualified 
Health Centers and has loved and thoroughly enjoyed every challenge and 
experience associated with these opportunities.
Walters gives 10 reasons to our readers why working in a Federally Quali-
fied Health Center is so uniquely and richly rewarding:
You can see firsthand how your health center services are making a posi-
tive difference in the lives of the community – every day.
You can see firsthand how your health center services are helping to em-
ploy people from the local community – every day.
You can see firsthand the social equality impact your health center ser-
vices are making within the community every day.
You become exceptionally prudent at leveraging your limited dollars to 
have the greatest community impact elevating the social, health and eco-
nomic condition of your community.
You have the opportunity to work with and lead wonderful, gifted, ded-

icated and compassionate health center staff committed to positively 
touching the lives of your valued patients.
You have the privilege of having your patients as the Board governing 
body of the health system. The Community Health Center Model is one 
that was built for the people; on the serves the people and is governed 
by the people it serves.
You see the gratification in your patients’ eyes knowing they are in good 
hands when you walk by them to say good morning/afternoon to them.
You get to see the compassionate manner with which your dedicated 
staff care for your patients every day.
You know that if your health center wasn’t there thousands of families 
would have nowhere to go to receive cost-effective, culturally sensitive 
and compassionate healthcare services.
You get to go home every day knowing because you care; because your 
dedicated staff care – you truly make a positive difference in the lives of 
the patients you’re privileged to care for.
This is the community service mission of our 35 statewide Community 
Health Centers (who collectively pump almost half a billion dollars into 
our state’s economic engine annually) – to improve the health, well-be-
ing, social and economic condition of the state communities we are priv-
ileged to be in.
Walters is always encouraging everyone to be proud of your Community 
Health Center; to actively support your Community Health Center – be-
cause when you do you help keep your family and you healthy; your com-
munity healthy; provide jobs for your community and strengthen your 
community. And from where I sit, this is what every Federally Qualified 
Health Center across the nation/state does – make a positive difference 
in the lives of valued community families we are privileged to care for.
Be well; be informed; be healthy and be in touch.

Making A Positive Difference: The Community Health Center As A Force 
For Good
Outpatient Medical Center Inc. (OMC) operates four health centers lo-
cated in Natchitoches, Leesville and Tallulah. OMC provides family medi-
cal care, dental care, behavioral health services, and pharmacy services. 
They employ close to 100 employees and operate off a $7 million (and 
growing) operating budget. They are PCMH Level 2 recognized and The 
Joint Commission accredited.
Visit our website at www.outpatientmedical.org.
Now offering Nexplanon insertion and removal.
OMC is dedicated to providing everyone with the highest quality health-
care possible. Because of that, we accept Medicare, Medicaid, Verity 
Health Plan, commercial insurance, and non-insurance patients. We also 
offer Certified Medicare Counseling through our SHIIP programs for any 
our of our Medicare patients who may have concerns about their bene-
fits and Substance Abuse Counseling for our patients who struggle with 
addiction.
OMC is now accepting new patients and welcomes active duty, reserve, 
retired military Veterans and their families.
Natchitoches: 1640 Breazeale Springs St., Natchitoches, LA 71457 
1-318-352-9299
Leesville: 908 South 10th St., Suite B, Leesville, LA 71446 1-337-238-1274
Tallulah: 804 Beech St., Tallulah, LA 1-318-574-1453

CARL I. WALTERS II 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, OUTPATIENT MEDICAL CENTER, INC.
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Casa of Central Louisiana held its annual CASA awareness social recently. Our 
key note speakers were former foster children Htet Htet Rodgers and Jarvis 
Spearmen. We would like to take this time to thank our speakers and all who 
came out to listen to these amazing and powerful speakers.

The Modern Woodmen of America recently donated $2,500.00 to our 
CASA program. We are so thankful to be chosen to receive their donation. 
Shown in the photo are: Mary Squyres, Merlin Squyres, Suzie Squyres, 
Debra Farris, CASA Board President Larry Paige, CASA Executive Director 
Jack Duty, Leta Brown, Ron Brown, CASA Program Support Specialist Emi-
ly Dahl, Megan & Madilynn Lee, Mary, Titus & Luke Pool. Again we thank 
you all so much for this amazing contribution to our Organization and 
with your help we can help end child abuse.

Scenes from CASA of Central Louisiana Awareness Social 2018

CASA of Central Louisiana recently received a generous $2500 dona-
tion from Alliance Compressors of Natchitoches. This annual donation 
is greatly needed and appreciated according to CASA Executive Director 
Jack Duty.  Pictured from left to right are Lori Rivers of Alliance, Jack L. 
Duty CASA Executive Director and Michelle Brundige of Alliance. For the month of May, Advo-

cate  Gilen Norwood was rec-
ognized as our outstanding Ad-
vocate. Gilen joined our CASA 
team in 2015 and has been ad-
vocating for our CASA children 
ever since. She has worked 
over 150 hours in our program 
and done an outstanding job! 
We are so proud to have her 
Advocating on behalf of CASA 
of Central Louisiana. We thank 
you Gilen!

We asked Gilen, “What has 
been the most rewarding as-
pect of being a CASA advo-
cate?” She stated, “The most 
rewarding aspect of being a 
CASA is the joy that is found 
in the face of the children that 
I serve as well as the reassur-
ance of a better future through 
the example of kindness and 
guidance shown.”

For the month of March we 
recognized our outstanding 
Advocate Cristina Stringer. 
Cristina joined our CASA 
team in 2010 and has been 
advocating for our CASA 
children ever since. She has 
worked over 600 hours in 
our program and done an 
outstanding job! We are so 
proud to have her Advo-
cating on behalf of CASA of 
Central Louisiana. We thank 
you Cristina!

We asked Cristina, “What 
has been the most reward-
ing aspect of being a CASA 
advocate?” She stated, “Be-

sides having loving and challenging interactions with children, I real-
ly obtain meaning and significance from having positive input into a 
Child’s life through my input to the judge through my court report.”
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Cloutierville - My Home 
Town
by Junior Johnson

Sadly the Natchitoches Parish School Board 
closed our Cloutierville Elementary School by 
a vote of 6-5.  I will not get into the politics of 
this matter except to say this is going to be a fi-
nal step in the demise of a great country town 
should they let it happen.

W e 
were the last of the old Class C - 
District 3-C Parish System which 
included the Gorum Eagles, Flo-
ra Lumberjacks, Kisatchie Hawks, 
And Cloutierville Bulldogs which 
were in existence when I was a 
Senior in 1965.

Basketball was the life blood of these little communities and now they 
are all gone.

Through the years Cloutierville has 
seen it’s share of adversity.  When 
I-49 opened in the 1980’s and by-
passed our little Village, that was a 
tremendous blow.

It seems that our little Village has 
had it’s share of destruction by fire 
as well.  In no particular order these 
are structures that have been lost 
through the years:  Entering Town 
the Estate of Sam LaCaze Store, the Bayou Folk Musieum, the Carnahan 
General Store, St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, and several family 
residences.  All this on a Main Street less than a mile long.

The residents remain 
strong.  The Masson 
family operate the only 
grocery store in the 
area.  God Bless them 
for their service because 
there are no stores in 
the Emanuel, Gorum, 
and Janie Communities.

WE WILL SURVIVE this 
just as we have the oth-
er setbacks along the 

way because those families who remain there will make it happen I am 
sure.  I have never met finer people in my life.

A good example of this is the number of people who come from all over 
the State to attend our annual Mardi Gras Parade.  Over 5000 people 
were there this year in the cold and light rain, and over 15,000 people 
lined Main Street the year before when the weather was great.

That says a lot about the Vil-
lage of Cloutierville and that 
if why I am confident that 
closing our School will not 
break our spirit.

God Bless my friends who 
still live there.

PART 2: OKLAHOMA (which may soon have plenty of new residents)

Oklahoma is the only state that Obama did not win (not even one coun-
ty) in his last election. While everyone focused on Arizona’s new law, look 
what Oklahoma has been doing:

• Oklahoma passed amendment HB 1330, 37 to 9, to place the Ten 
Commandments on the front entrance to the state capitol. The FED in DC, 
along with the ACLU, said it would be a mistake (hey, this is a conservative 
state, based on Christian values). Guess what…Oklahoma did it anyway!
• Oklahoma recently passed HB 1804 to incarcerate ALL illegal im-
migrants and send them back to where they came from (unless they want 
to apply for a green card and then become an American citizen). They all 
scattered. Again, this was against the advice of the FED and the ACLU (they 
said it would be a mistake). Guess what…Oklahoma did it anyway!
• Recently they passed SB 1102 to include DNA samples from any, 
and all, illegals to the Oklahoma database, for criminal investigative pur-
poses. Pelosi said it was unconstitutional. Guess what…Oklahoma did it 
anyway!
• Then Oklahoma passed HJR 1003 declaring Oklahoma as a sover-
eign state, not under the Federal Government directives, joining Texas, 
Montana and Utah. More states are likely to follow: Louisiana, Alabama, 
Georgia, the Carolinas, Kentucky, Missouri, Arkansas, West Virginia, Mis-
sissippi and Florida. (Save your confederate money, it appears the South is 
about to rise once again.)
• The Federal Government has made bold steps to take away our 
guns. Oklahoma passed a law confirming that people in their state have the 
right to bear arms and transport them in their vehicles. I’m sure that was 
a setback for the criminals and the liberals didn’t like it at all. But, guess 
what…Oklahoma did it anyway!
• Then Oklahoma voted on and passed a law that AL drivers’ license 
exams will be printed in English, and only English, and no other language. 
They have been called racist for doing this, but the fact is that ALL the road 
signs are in English only. If you want to drive in Oklahoma, you must read 
and write English. Really Simple! By the way, the liberals don’t like any of 
this either! Guess what…who cares…Oklahoma is doing it anyway!!!

The point is that the main goal of liberals is to disarm us and remove our 
rights…then comes TYRANY. On the other hand, we can retain our rights 
and our Liberty and Freedom. Which sounds better to you?

Remember: when guns are outlawed, only outlaws will have them!

If you have any questions or comments, feel free to call me at 318-645-
7673.

GUN TALK continued from Page 5

A Visit to Legacy Dodge
Around the Town Publisher Tommy O’Con (Left) is shown with All New Leg-
acy Auto Owner Rocky Hargiss (Right). Legacy Auto is a monthly advertiser 
in Around The Town. To show appreciation Around The Town purchased a 
2019 Jeep Cherokee from the dealership. For a deal that you can’t refuse, 
we encourage our readers to visit the All New Legacy Dealership located at 
1798 Highway 3175 Bypass in Natchitoches, LA. Phone (318) 238-3383 or 
visit their website at www.legauto.com. You will be glad you did.
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Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $12.00 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer 
is assistant pastor at
Rock Island Baptist 

Church, Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place your orDers NoW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
          Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2018

McCart Plumbing, LLC
Statewide Licensed and Fully Insured

Mike McCart
LMP 1202

318-238-3838 Office
318-332-4489 Cell

Backflow Installation and Testing

2270 Highway 6 East
Natchitoches, LA 71457

mccartplumbing@yahoo.com

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

FRIDAY - SUNDAY • 9 to 5
Indoor Shopping

VENDORS WELCOME

Hand-Made Items

Yard Art

Pottery

Tools

Fishing Supplies

Antiques

Collectibles

Glassware

Jewelry

Signs

Used Furniture

Kitchenware

Sewing Notions

Bed Sheets

Garage Sale Items

and MORE!

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT LOCATION FOR GARAGE SALES

CALL 409-625-1606
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Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, 
Pasta, Burgers

Something for Everyone!

650 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503
Open 7 Days

Mon-Thur • 11am-9pm     Fri & Sat • 11am-10pm    Sun • 11am-4pm

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

ON
SATURDAY
NIGHTS!

DAILY
LUNCH

SPECIALS

RESTAURANT

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-attach 
       6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Get Peace of Mind
today for a more secure

TOMORROW!
Final Expense Insurance provide an affordable and

convenient way to manage finances for the end of life.
• Whole Life Insurance
• Affordable rates that can NEVER be increased
• Benefits that can NEVER be reduced
• Choose the benefit you need - up to $35,000
• Simple application with no medical exam
• Protection that can NEVER be cancelled
• IMMEDIATE benefits from the very first day
• Don’t leave a financial burden on your loved ones
• This Final Expense Funeral Plan will provide the needed 

funds for your final expenses

The average funeral costs between 
$8,000 and $10,000

Are you prepared? Final Expense Insurance provides you and your family 
with a cash burial program of permanent life insurance.

I work with multiple insurance
companies and will work for YOU!

Call today for
a free quote:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

• Premium payable: EFT, Direct Monthly Bill or Debit/Credit Card 
• Payable Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually or Annually
• Select first billing month - Select billing day or billing week
• Draft upon approval
• Does proposed insured receive Social Security, Social Security Disability, SSI, 

VA Retirement and/or VA Disability

Hillside AntiquesHillside Antiques
Antiques, VintAge And unique items

Open Thurs-Sat • 9AM-5PM

Facebook: Hillside Antiques Robeline
hillsideantiquesrobeline@gmail.com

318-581-6489 9222 Texas Hwy
Robeline, LA 71489

650 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, Pasta, Burgers

Something for Everyone!
All-You-Can-Eat
Boiled Shrimp

EVERY 
Friday Night

Live Entertainment
EVERY

Saturday Night

OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Thurs  11 to 9 PM
Fri & Sat  11 to 10 PM

Sun 11 to 4 PM



Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Finest Memorials Since 1965 • Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

K   I   L  P   A   T   R   I   C   K   ‘   S

Rose-Neath
Funeral Homes, Crematorium and Cemeteries, Inc.

A TRUSTED NAME SINCE 1932
ROSE-NEATH

BUDDY HEBERT
Manager

9891 texas HWy.
maNy, la 71449

(318) 256-0690
fax (318) 256-0696

buddyhebert@rose-neath.com

Upcoming Classes
For 14 Hours of Instruction

July 7, August 4, September 8 

For 38 Hours of Instruction
July 16-19 & July 30 - August 2

Please call 
318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We haave opened 
our new offic and classroom at 317 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door 
to Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up 
for available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044

Personal Auto, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs,
SR22 & Mobile Homes

All Commercial Lines & Homeowners

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552

S
H
O
P

L
O
C
A
L
L
Y

Serving the community for 47 years

Mike Morris
(318) 256-5634
morris_furniture@hotmail.com

268 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

morrisfurniturela.com

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

moN-sat • 81m-10Pm
suN • 8am-2Pm

terry & Pam teDDer

oWNers (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER

LeChic Salon/Barber
99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA

318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

C R Wood Insurance Agcy Inc
Buddy Wood, Agent

125 Fisher Road
Many, LA 71449-0826
Bus 318-256-3890   Fax 318-256-2784
buddy.wood.b276@statefarm.com

NMLS #139716  NMLS MLO #324240   MLO License #324240

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Qualifying
Member

®

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by rick Zelle

from tHe World’s most beautiful
and expensive Woods

604 keyser avenue
natcHitocHes, la 71457 318-354-7772

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

GQ Fashions
339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 352-8216

Bow Ties & Solid Ties (any color)

Dress Shirts & Vests
Men’s & Boy’s Suits

“If we don’t have what you need - we can order it”

hours
Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm

Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

 

3285 Old Sabine Town Rd., Hemphill, TX 75948 

Dine-In & Catering Available 
Charles & Barbara Weaver (Owners) 

Larry Weaver (Manager) 
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THE CAJUN COOK

DID YOU KNOW?
Key West is the southernmost city in the contiguous United States. One 
of the most popular things to do in Key West is to snap a photo with 
the colorful buoy marking the southernmost point of the United States. 
Sitting at the intersection of White-
head and South streets, the striped 
buoy is just 90 miles north of Cuba. 
Next to it, you’ll also find a plaque 
dedicated to Cubans who have lost 
their lives trying to reach America. 
Today it is one of the most visited 
and photographed attractions in 
the United States.

Cajun Crawfish- 
Stuffed French 
Bread

1/4 cup butter
1 cup,”holy trinity”, diced
1 tsp. crushed garlic
1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper
1/2 tsp. black pepper
1 tsp. paprika
4 tbs.’s white wine
2 tbs.’s seafood stock or clam juice
Salt to taste
8 oz.’s cream cheese, cut into small pieces
1 lb. peeled crawfish tails
1/4 cup each fresh parsley and green onions, chopped
1 large loaf French bread

Melt butter in medium saucepan on medium high heat. Add onions, bell 
pepper, and celery and saute’ for 5 minutes. Add cayenne pepper, black 
pepper, paprika, and garlic and stir well. Stir in white wine and seafood 
stock, and reduce heat to low. Add crawfish tails and salt and mix well 
and cover and simmer for 20 minutes. Gradually add cream cheese until 
melted, stirring often and cook for 5 minutes. Add green onions and pars-
ley and a little more white wine if mixture is too thick. Cut bread in half 
and scoop out center portion of French bread loaf. Fill bottom portion 
with crawfish mixture. Place top half on top, brush with melted butter 
and bake in a 350 degree oven for 15 minutes. Can also be made with 
shrimp. Sinfully delicious!

To others of my generation who still do not and cannot comprehend 
why Facebook even exists, here’s what I’m doing to gain better un-
derstanding: 

I am trying to make new friends without using Facebook, but while 
applying the same principles. 

Every day I walk down the street and tell passers-by what I have eat-
en, how I feel at the moment, what I have done the night before, 
what I will do later, and with whom. I give them pictures of my fam-
ily, my dog, and of me gardening, taking things apart in the garage, 
watering the lawn, standing in front of landmarks, driving around 
town, having lunch, and doing what anybody and everybody does 
every day. 

I also listen to their conversations, then give them the “thumbs up” 
and tell them I like them. 

And it works! 

I already have four people following me: 

Two police officers, a private investigator, and a psychiatrist.
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from

 Gilda 
    Jenkins

Councilman
Village of Robeline

Gordon O’Con

Chief of Police

Village of Robeline

Happy 4th of July

Enjoy this special day

and remember to

stay safe
Plumbing, llC

O’bannOn

glen O’bannOn, Owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

Pastor 
Reassigned
Rev. Michael Thang’wa of St John the 
Baptist Catholic Church in Many was 
recently honored by his congregation 
prior to his transfer to St. Mary of the 
Pines Catholic Church in Shreveport. 
Father Thang’wa has been pastor of 
Saint John the Baptist for almost 2 
years. Sabine Parish wishes him well!

Biggest Lunker Caught in 
Over 2 Years!
The Toledo Bend Lake Association’s Lunker Bass Program as of 6/29/18, 
has 10 lunkers entered into the program for the May 2018 - May 2019 
year!

Pictured is Mike Carriere of Church Point, LA with the biggest fish caught 
this month and in over 2 years, his 12.40 lb lunker that he caught on June 
10, 2018 and weighed in at Toledo Town & Tackle. This bass also earns 
him a spot in the Top 100 Lunkers on Toledo Bend!

Plan your fishing trip at Toledo Bend Lake Country and catch your 10+ 
pounder!
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Village of Robeline
“Progress in the Making”

Monthly Update

Mayor Bobby Behan and the Town Council continues to focus on making 
major renovations to the former Robeline High School gymnasium. The 
building will be utilized as a Community Event Center. Recently the Robe-
line Elementary and High School buildings were demolished in order to 
provide the needed parking space for the Events Center. 

Robeline Elementary School 
before Demolition

Site of Robeline Elementary School 
after Demolition

Robeline High School 
before Demolition                                                   

Site of Robeline High School 
after Demolition

The cement marker will remain on 
site of the former Robeline School 
Complex. The marker proclaims that 
the school served well.
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LAND FOR SALE 
“Best Prices in Texas & Louisiana”

LAND... LAND... LAND
Marlin Britt, Owner

936-212-6217
Chicken Fertilizer For Sale - Will Haul & Spread

TURTLE BEACH
(TOLEDO BEND)

160 Acres 
(will divide & finance)

TEXAS 
HWY 103
181 Acres 

(will divide & finance)

FLORIEN, LA
Rocky Ridge Rd

64 Acres + House
Can buy 2 Acres + House

(will divide & finance)

NEWTON CO
TEXAS

(scrappin’ valley
Hwy 87)

20 Mi. South
of Hemphill, TX

1600 Acres
(will divide

no financing)

LA HWY 6
10 Acres

(Across from BJ’s Grocery)
NO FINANCING

TEXAS 
HWY 103 &

TEXAS 
HWY 96
7.75 Acres
(great place

for a business!
will finance

TENAHA TEXAS
163 acres 

(will divide  & finance)

ANACOCO, LA
48 acres 

(will divide  & finance)
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Carl I Walters, II
Chief Executive

Officer, Outpatient 
Medical Center, 

Inc.

Healthy & Informed
Outpatient Medical Center CEO gives Healthy Living

an update about their health system
Valued Parish Families,
   On behalf of the Outpatient Medical Center, Inc. (OMC, Inc.) Board of Di-
rectors and Executive Officers, I am pleased to inform you of the following 
updates rearding our health system. Did you know OMC, Inc.:
   •was just awarded another 3 year multi-million dollar conract by the 
Federal Government for OMC, Inc. to continue providing cost-effective, 
medically-appropriate, culturally-sensitive integrated primary care ser-
vices for our valued Natchitoches, Madison and Vernon parish (and sur-
rounding parish) famlies.
   •provides substance abuse services as pat of our Behavioral Health Ser-
vices service-line
   •will soon be offering expanded primary care services all day on Friday 
and half a day Saturday in our Leesville and Natchitoches Health Centers 
(NOTE: we anticipate adding expanded primary services in our Tallulah 
Health Center later in the year)
   •will soon be offeringspirometry testing as part of our Pediatric Services 
servvice line
   •will soon be providing expanded pre-diabetes screenings in all of our 
health centers
   •is currently providing expanded colorectal screening in all of our health 
centers
   •primary care clinicians are all Board-certified and/or eligible
   •offers HIV testing at all of our health centers
   •offers outpatient Infections Disease services
   •offers outpatient Dermatological services
   •offers preventative (exam/cleaning/scaling) and minor restorative Den-
tal services
   •offers a wide selection of Behavioral Health Services (individual coun-
seling; family counseling; mental/verbal/physical abuse counseling; PTSD 
counseling; domestic violence counseling; low self-esteem counseling; 
substance abuse counseling)
   •offers GYN services (if you’re in need of your pap smear, please call and 
schedule appointment ith us today)
   •is the only Federally-Qualified Health Center in Louisiana awarded Cen-
ters for Disease Control (CDC) Black Women’s Health Initiative grant fund-
ing to expand screenings for pre-diabetes
   •is The Joint Commission accredited
   •is a Level 2 NCQA-recognized Patient Centered Medical Home
   •is a Bronze level recognized patient advocacy center
   •now provides over $8.1 milliondollars ineconomic impact to our par-
ishes (our healthsystem economic impact continues to increase, which is 
a good thing for our parishes)
   •generates almost $1 mnillion in annual tax revenues
   •saved the Medicaid program over $6 million dollarsby offering cost-ef-
fective integrated primary care services
•helps keep people out of the hospital; reduces unnecessary hospital 
Emergency Room and Urgent Care utilization (which saves you money, as 
it is generally more expensive for you to be seen in the hospital Emergen-
cy Room and/or Urgent Care)
   Did you also know that when a Medicaid patient is seen in our health 
system, it is roughly 24% lower than if the patient is treated in another 
treatment setting? We are helping to lower our parish’s and state Medic-
aid costs; keeping people out of the hospital; putting local parish families 
to work - all while offering high-quality, medically-appropriate, Cost-ef-
fective, culturally-sensitive and compassionate integrated primary care 
services. But our work is far from done as we are still seeing too many 
of our valued parish families incurring debilitating chronic diseases at in-

creasingly younger ages. Let me close with this very 
personal story.
   Every day, when I come to work, I see a growing 
graveyard that sits right across from our Corporate 
Office, The last thing I see when I leave work is this 
same growing graveyard and I end my day, every day, 
wondering - how many less gravestones would there 
be if we could have reached them in time? if you or 
someone in your family:
   •are not currently under the care of a primary care 
clinician
   •haven’t had a physical checkup in the last six months
   •haven’t had a dental exam in the last six months
   •have a family history of cancer, stroke, heart disease, kidney disease, 
obesity, or hight blood pressure
   •are finding it difficult to cope with life and need someone to talk to
   •are having marital challenges and need someone to talk to
   •are in an abusive relationship and need someone to talk to
   •have COPD
   •have congestive heart failure (CHF)
   •are struggling with alcohol abuse
   •are srugglign with drug abuse
   •are struggling with/from PTSD
   •are feeling like giving up on life
   •want to learn more about how to get qualified for Medicaid (or some 
other form of insurance)
   •want to learn more aobut the Medicare benefits
   I encourage you to pick up the phone and call to schedule an appoint-
ment with our health system today. It is a call that can help improve the 
quality of your life; and, it just might be the call to save your life. Because 
caring for you is what we do at Outpatient Medical Center, Inc.
   
   Be well; be informed; be in touch!

   Medicare, Medicaid, commercial insurance and non-insured patients 
welcome.

NATCHITOCHES
1640 Breazale Springs St.
Natchitoches, LA 71457

1-318-352-9299
LEESVILLE

908 South 10th Street, Suite B
Leesville, LA 71446

1-337-238-1274

TALLULAH
804 Beech Street

Tallulah, LA
1-318-574-1453

Paid for by Outpatient Medical Center, Inc.

Services Offered
Family Practice, Adult Medicine,
GYN, Dental, Adult/Pediatrics,

Behavioral Health, Pharmacy Services,
Outreach & Enrollment, Urgent Care,

Patient Prescription Assistance,
Enaling Services, Preventative Screening, 

Pre-Diabetic Teaching Classes “Change 
Your Life, Change Your Lifestyle2”

Now Offering Certified
Medicare Counseling

1640 Breazeale Springs Street • Natchitoches LA 71457 • 318-352-9299 • Visit our website at www.OutpatientMedical.org

Outpatient Medical Center, Inc.
Providing Qualith Healthcare To All.

Outpatient Medical Center, Inc. provides comprehensive, affordable, accessible high-quality primary
health care services to all patients with a focus on education and prevention. Offering primary care, dental, 

pharmacy and behavioral health services. We are now offering Substance Abuse Services.
Outpatient Medical Center, Inc. provides care or the entire family

OMC is now accepting new patients and welcomes active duty, reserve, retired military Veterans and their families.
Call today to schedule an appointment!

Because caring for you is what we do
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Natchitoches
Parish
Councilman
District 5
Russell Rachal

wishes you and yours
a Happy and Safe

Independence Day - 4th of July

New Chick-fil-A 
Coming to NSU
Northwestern State University, in part-
nership with Sodexo, will open a new 
Chick-fil-A Express adjacent to campus 
this fall. Demolition began June 18 on the facility at 912 University Park-
way that will house the new Chick-fil-A, as well as the new university 
bookstore. Administrators expect both to be open for the Fall 2018 se-
mester.

In response to student requests, NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio tasked 
the NSU Foundation and Sodexo with development of the new restau-
rant in conjunction with the renovation and expansion of the campus 
bookstore. “Through a unique opportunity, the NSU Foundation pur-
chased the old campus bookstore across from Watson Library, where 
Café DeMon is already located,” Maggio said. “Across the street seemed 
the perfect fit for not only a new bookstore but a new retail food outlet 
as well.”

Sodexo Vice President of Operations Ron Guillory and General Manager 
Steve Kauf reached out to Chick-fil-A to explore the possibilities of bring-
ing the brand to Natchitoches. After purchasing the building, the NSU 
Foundation turned to Sodexo Construction to assist in project manage-
ment to develop the new store in cooperation with Follett Higher Edu-
cation Group, which will operate the new 8,000-square-foot bookstore.

The new Chick-fil-A will service not only NSU students, but the general 
Natchitoches community, Guillory said.

Around The Town will have more information regarding  the opening of 
the campus bookstore and the Chick-fil-A  as details are made available.

Water Slide & Bounce House Rentals • Zwolle, LA 71486
Text or Call • 318-214-8227 · 318-315-2224
or Message us on the What’s Up Inflatables

Facebook for more information

WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE
     Women of God
      Trusting in God by Faith

       JULY

       20TH
 
 PINK T-SHIRTS • $10
       See MILLIE McDANIEL by July 1st

GUEST SPEAKERS
Dr. Veronica McEachin

Min. Shirley Green

2018

6PM | FREE ADMISSION

Sponsored by:
Deaconess & Mission Dept

First Baptist Church North Street
201 North Street
Natchitoches, LA

Join Us! WHAT’S UP INFLATABLES, LLC
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The
CAPTAIN’S GALLEY

RESTAURANT
1567 Caribbean Dr, Florien, LA 71429

Boat Launch
RV Park
Cabin Rentals
Live Bait
Ice

318-565-9801
Full Service Restaurant

Breakfast • Lunch •Dinner
Seafood • Steaks • Hamburgers

Sandwiches

Call-In Orders Welcome
Complimentary Fresh Fried Pork Skins

ERIC BENNETT, OWNER
Mon & Tues - Closed
Wednesday - 7am-8pm
Thu & fri - 7am-9pm
Saturday - 7am-8pm
Sunday - 7am-4pm

The Captain’s Galley Restaurant
Pirates Cove

email:
captainsgalleypc@gmail.com

NOW OPEN!



Junior Lifeguard Course 
Available
Northwestern State University will offer a 
Junior Lifeguarding Camp July 16-20 and 
July 23-27 at the Robert W. Wilson Rec 
Complex. The American Red Cross has in-
troduced a revised Junior Lifeguarding pro-
gram designed to guide youths ages 11-14 
to the American Red Cross Lifeguarding course. The course focuses on 
building a foundation of knowledge, attitudes and skills of future life-
guards.

Participants will be able to complete requirements for an American Red 
Cross CPR/AED/First Aid Certification good for a 2-year period.
 
The cost is $180 per participant. Classes will be from 1-4 p.m. each day. 
The Rec Complex is located at 6604 Hwy. 1 Bypass in Natchitoches.

For more information, contact Katie Yandell, American Red Cross Instruc-
tor, at yandellk@nsula.edu (318) 357-5129
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Nelson Honored by 
National Interfraternity 
Council
Otha “Tre” Nelson, a recent 
graduate of Northwestern 
State University from Ba-
ton Rouge, has been named 
as one of 11 recipients of 
the National Interfraterni-
ty Council’s Undergraduate 
Award of Distinction.

The NIC’s Undergraduate 
Award of Distinction recognizes fraternity men who, throughout in their 
collegiate experience, have found an outlet for development as both a 
leader and a better man. They are exemplary members of their organiza-
tions and serve their brothers, campuses and fraternity/sorority commu-
nities with humble confidence.

A member of Sigma Nu Fraternity, Nelson served as the chapter’s vice 
president, social chairman, alumni relations chairman and housing chair-
man. Nelson served Sigma Nu Fraternity on the national level as a colle-
giate member of the board of directors and the lone student voice on the 
LEAD Advisory Committee. For two years, he lobbied for the fraternity/
sorority experience on Capitol Hill, and he served as the national student 
board member of the Fraternity and Sorority Political Action Committee.

“Being selected as 1 out of the 11 undergraduates this year 2018 is one 
of the greatest honors that I have been dealt in life,” said Nelson, who 
began working for Sigma Nu Fraternity after graduating from NSU last 
month.

Nelson received a degree in liberal arts with a concentration in politics, 
philosophy and economics in the Louisiana Scholars’ College. He served 
as Student Government Association president and was selected by 
Northwestern State students as Mr. NSU. He served on the Interfraterni-
ty Council, was named Greek Man of the Year, king of the Homecoming 
Honor Court and was a member of Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society. 

Nelson has also been chosen as one or 10 members of Sigma Nu Frater-
nity to become honorary alumni graduate members inducted into the 
Alpha Chapter. The Alpha Chapter of Sigma Nu is an honorary chapter 
that the fraternity uses to recognize 10 of the most successful Sigma Nu 
undergraduates who have graduated from college that year. Winners of 
this award are referred to as “Alpha Affiliates” of Sigma Nu Fraternity and 
hold one of the highest honors that a college student can receive in the 
national fraternity.  

“I am proud to be awarded these honors because I want all students 
to know that they can be successful in life regardless to their race, gen-
der, or any way that some members of society might view them,” said 
Nelson. “Possibilities become endless once someone realizes their true 
capabilities and makes them marketable. I am happy to represent North-
western State University, The Louisiana Scholars College, and Sigma Nu 
Fraternity on these national platforms.”

Hailey Shares 
Presentation, Wins 
Bergeron 
Award
Dr. Tommy Hailey, associate 
professor of archaeology and 
anthropology at Northwestern 
State University, was honored 
by The Civil War Round Table of 
Central Louisiana who presented 
him with the Arthur W. Bergeron 
Jr. Award in recognition of his efforts to preserve Louisiana’s Civil War 
history. Hailey received the honor from Richard H. Holloway, president, 
during a May 3 presentation/performance for the group. He later re-
peated the presentation for the Natchitoches Rotary Club.

 Hailey’s presentation, Lucy Fortner’s “Southern Boy in Northern Blue,” 
combined history and family folklore to tell the story of his distant rela-
tive John Elisha Fortner, born in Catahoula Parish, who decided to fight 
for the north during the Civil War. 

“Despite his youthful enthusiasm and idealism, things did not go well, 
and John Elisha was never to return to kith and kin,” Hailey explained. 
“Instead, as the story was told, he lost his life fighting in a battle along 
the Red River and was laid to rest in the National Cemetery in Alexan-
dria, Louisiana. This romantic and tragic tale was passed down through 
the generations, but what was the truth behind it? Initial genealogical 
research using primary sources indicated that all was not as it seemed. 
Facts and fallacies were sifted through as the historical trail was followed 
to its conclusion, revealing the kernel of truth in the old family story of 
John Elisha Fortner, and perhaps an even more poignant tale of idealism 
and loss, a tale that in turn inspired a song, ‘Southern Boy In Northern 
Blue.’”

Hailey is director of the Cultural Resource Center at NSU and director of 
the NSU Archaeological Conservation Laboratory. He is also a member of 
the Louisiana Folklife Commission.

NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST

Teacher Leader Summit
Northwestern State Education faculty and alumni met recently at the Er-
nest N. Morial Convention Center in New Orleans for the 2018 Teacher 
Leader Summit. The annual event brought together approximately 6,500 
educators, content experts and educational leaders who focus on creat-
ing meaningful growth and positive outcomes for students. 

The summit provided opportunities for attendees to collaborate and 
share best practices, while preparing for the 2018-19 academic year. 
Northwestern State faculty who attended the summit were Dr. April Gid-
dens, Dr. Kimberly McAlister, Dr. Terrie Poehl, Dr. Steve Westbrook and 
Ms. Ramona Wynder. Giddens and Wynder were co-presenters for two 
of the over 300 sessions offered to attendees.

 The goal of the summit is to improve the everyday practice of educators 
in Louisiana by building their knowledge and skills in areas related to 
their roles.
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST
Vorwerk Hopes Small 
Sacrifice Can Help Another
Cody Vorwerk has 
a simple reason for 
agreeing to participate 
in the Be The Match 
program.
“I think the big rea-
son I am going to go 
through this is if I were 
in a situation where I 
needed a procedure 
like this and found a 
match, I would hope 
that they would make the small sacrifice to save my life,” said Vorwerk, a 
senior music education major at Northwestern State University. “What’s 
a little discomfort for someone’s life?”

Vorwerk went to Houstonlast month and entered a Houston hospital and 
received an injection to increase his stem cell count and got those for five 
days. “I’m not too nervous about the procedure itself. Assuming I check 
out, I don’t really have anything to worry about,” said Vorwerk. Following 
the injections, Vorwerk will donate stem cells to a woman in her 50s who 
has leukemia.
 
“I think it is a great pleasure and honor to be able to partake in a pro-
cedure that could save someone’s life,” said Vorwerk. “It’s one of those 
things that, despite anything else, I was able to save someone’s life. And 
that’s enough for me. I really hope that more people will sign up for the 
Be The Match program so they too can potentially save a life.”

Over the past 30 years Be The Match, operated by the National Marrow 
Donor Program, (NMDP), has managed the largest and most diverse mar-
row registry in the world. The organization works every day to save lives 
through transplant.

Vorwerk, who is from Paris, Texas, is a leader of the trumpet section in the 
Spirit of Northwestern Marching Band. “Cody is an all-around great per-
son,” said Northwestern State Assistant Director of Bands Dan McDonald. 
“I’m very proud of him for stepping up to do this for someone but I am not 
at all surprised that he is willing.”

Last fall, NSU’s marching band took part in “Banding Together” through 
Be The Match and Vorwerk, recently found out he is a match. 
For more information, go to Bethematch.org.

Natchitoches-NSU Folk Fes-
tival To Be Held July 20-21
by David West

NATCHITOCHES – The 39th Annual Natchitoches-NSU Folk Festival will 
be held on July 20-21 in air conditioned Prather Coliseum located at 220 
South Jefferson Street on the Northwestern State University campus in 
Natchitoches. The Festival will be on Friday, July 20 from 4:30 p.m. until 
10:15 p.m. and on Saturday, July 21 from 8 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. The fam-
ily-oriented festival is wheelchair accessible. 

Children 12 and under are admitted free. Tickets are $13 for a two-day 
pass, available in advance only, or $10 at the door for all events on Sat-
urday or $6 for a one-time evening pass to all events after 5 p.m.. For 
advance tickets or more information, call (318) 357-4332, email folklife@
nsula.edu, or go to louisianafolklife.nsula.edu.

The 2018 Festival theme is Celebrating Louisiana’s Folk Roots. “This year’s 
theme acknowledges the ways in which so many outstanding artists 
young and old are tapping into the power and artistry of the old ways, 
revitalizing and reimagining tradition as they make it their own,” said Dr. 
Shane Rasmussen, director of the festival and NSU’s Louisiana Folklife 
Center. “Louisiana’s folkways are not just of the past, but also of the pres-
ent, and the voices of these artists emerge as a clarion call, reminding us 
of the vibrancy of traditional culture.” 

Friday evening is a dance, featuring free Cajun dance lessons, traditional 
Cajun music by Donny Broussard and the Louisiana Stars and the Jam-
balaya Cajun Band, blues with Hardrick Rivers and the Rivers Revue and 
Celtic music by Smithfield Fair.

The festival offers three stages of music on Saturday with free zydeco 
dancing lessons, Cajun music by the Choupique Cajun Band and the Hu-
val-Fusilier Trio, zydeco by Joe Hall and the Cane Cutters, blues by Lil’ 
Buck Sinegal, rockabilly by Jim Oertling, and French Creole la la music by 
Goldman Thibodeaux and the Lawtell Playboys. There will also be tra-
ditional Americana music by Sabra and the Get Rights, a Hank Williams 
tribute by Hugh Harris and the Drifting Cowboys, a demonstration by the 
Louisiana Czech Heritage Dancers, and swamp pop by Johnny Earthquake 
and the Moondogs with special guests James Burton, Estelle Brown and 
Jo-El Sonnier. Friday and Saturday will also feature acoustic open jam ses-
sions, as well as numerous food vendors. Saturday’s outdoor activities in-
clude demonstrations of traditional blacksmithing and black pot cooking.

The Annual Louisiana State Fiddle Championship will also be part of the 
Festival. The Fiddle Championship will be held July 21 at 1 p.m. in Magale 
Recital Hall. There will be a non-championship class and a championship 
class. Registration is at noon in the first floor foyer outside Magale Recital 
Hall. The Fiddle Championship winner will perform on the main stage in 
Prather Coliseum at 5 p.m.

The Festival includes several opportunities for patrons to engage directly 
with Louisiana folk culture. On Saturday, July 21, fiddlers Gina Forsyth, 
David Greely and Terry Huval will conduct a Cajun fiddler workshop. Par-
ticipants in this interactive workshop will learn and trade tricks, tech-
niques and theories with these master artists. Participation in the Cajun 
fiddle workshop will be free for members of the Festival audience. 

“The Festival attempts to bridge the distance between artists and the 
Festival patrons, thus breaking the artificial barriers between artists and 
audience,” said Rasmussen. “Rather than watching from the sidelines, 
everyone who takes part in these activities will share and engage in Lou-
isiana’s rich culture.” 

Narrative sessions will include programs on the legacy of folk artist Clem-
entine Hunter, traditional crafts such as bousillage and coopering, folk 
stories and family history, blues music, Cajun music, zydeco music and 
music informances by John de Chiaro and Smithfield Fair. Saturday will 
also feature a guitar Q&A with James Burton, and “Memories of the 
King” with Estelle Brown of the Sweet Sensations and Burton recalling 
their time performing with Elvis Presley.

More than 70 crafts vendors have been invited to display their traditional 
work on Saturday and discuss their work with those attending the Fes-
tival. Craftspeople are expected to display beadwork, baskets, music in-
struments, Pysanky eggs and pottery. Other expected craftspeople will 
display filé making, needlework, wood carvings, handmade toys and 
dolls, paintings, sculpture, homemade lye soap, spinning & weaving, 
white oak baskets, master accordion maker, handmade dream catchers, 
handcrafted knives, handmade wooden furniture, walking sticks, folk art 
quilts and more.

The Louisiana Czech Heritage Dancers. Photo by David Holocombe.

KidFest will once again be available on Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Kidfest is an area dedicated to child-friendly activities and is a fun way 
for children to examine their own cultural and family traditions as well as 
those from around the state.

Support for the Festival is provided by grants from the Cane River Na-
tional Heritage Area, Inc., the City of Natchitoches, Cleco, the Louisiana 
Division of the Arts Decentralized Arts Fund Program, the Natchitoches 
Historic District Development Commission, the National Endowment for 
the Arts, the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival and Foundation and 
the Shreveport Regional Arts Council.

Contact: David West
            Director of Communications
            Northwestern State University
            Natchitoches, LA 71497
            (318) 357-6466
            news.nsula.edu
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NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
Come see the all  new 2018 JEEP WRANGLERS JK Models

all new 2019 RAM 1500 Models are here!!!

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394

www.legauto.com
HOURS

Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM
With approved credit. Rebates to dealer. Financed thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!

$6500 OFF
2018 GRAND 
CHEROKEE 
LTD

THOUSANDS OFF
NEWLY RE-DESIGNED
2019 RAM 
1500

$5,000 OFF
2018 DODGE 
CHARGER

$5000 OFF
2019 Jeep 
Cherokee
Latitude
Plus

$7000 OFF
2018 CHRYSLER
300 LTD

Come See Our Huge Selection of Pre-Owned Inventory

“With These Prices, Stay In Town, No Need To Drive Anywhere!”
“Special Finance Rebates Included In All Pricing”

RAM 1500
DESIGNED
TO DO MORE!

Our Service is Second to None. 
Come check out our NEW Service Dept. !

NEW
OWNERSHIP

NEW
MANAGEMENT

COME SEE US TODAY

SAVE

THOUSANDS


