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O’Bannon Plumbing - Over 
26 Years Experience
By Kristy Sandel Knippers

O’Bannon Plumbing, LLC is a family owned com-
pany that has been serving the Natchitoches 
area for 12 years. Owner, Glen O’Bannon has 
over 26 years experience in the plumbing trade. 
Together with his sons, Garrett and Josh, they 
launched O’Bannon Plumbing, LLC. If you will 
notice in their ad, Glen holds the title of Master 
Plumber. Well, what exactly is a master plumb-
er? The term master plumber refers to a professional who has undergone 
rigorous training and testing. 

Being a master plumber means that Glen O’Bannon first completed a 4-5 
year apprenticeship, then went on to work at least another 5 years as a 
journeyman plumber; under the supervision of a master plumber. Only 
then was he allowed to apply to become a master plumber himself; a 
title he should be proud of. A master plumber is different because of their 
level of experience and the fact that they are licensed and certified by 
the state – only a master plumber can own a plumbing business and su-
pervise others. The skills that these plumbers have include skills for the 
maintenance and repair of both indoor and outdoor plumbing. These 
plumbers also possess extensive knowledge of codes and regulations at 
state and federal level.

To hear Glen tell it, they can ‘do it all’ and there is no doubt they can! 
Commercial, residential, repairs, remodels, sewer and waterlines. O’Ban-
non Plumbing, LLC has their own track hoe, backhoe, and sewer machines 
for any issues you might have. Glen takes pride in treating his customers 
right, being responsible, and doing his job to the best of his ability. The 
guys at O’Bannon Plumbing primarily service the Natchitoches are, but 
would love to expand their expertise to the Many/Toledo Bend area. So if 
you are looking for a licensed, insured, master plumber – be sure to give 
Glen O’Bannon a call! 318–332–8699 or 318–357–9462.

Books N’ More - New and 
New 2 U
by Kristy Sandel Kippers

Being from Sabine Parish, it is not often that I travel towards Winnfield. 
After speaking with Mrs. Marilyn Cage, owner of Books N’ More, I may 
just have to make a special trip! Even over the phone, she has such an 
inviting personality, and being a retired school teacher of 36 years, she 
definitely has a passion for books! 

I can assure you, Books N’ More is/was a ‘God thing!’ Mrs. Marilyn told 
me that God first revealed to her in a dream, in February 2017 that she 
was to do ‘something.’ At that time, she just was not exactly sure what. 
By July–August of the same year, she almost thought the Lord was pulling 
her to become a pastor, but it was not too long after that, she said it was 
so plain in her spirit – He was telling her to open a bookstore! So, the sec-
ond Saturday of October 2017, Books N’ More opened its doors!

In the beginning, Books N’ More only offered books; notice there is N’ 
more? Now they offer much more than that! While books (new and new 
to you) is still the main attraction, they also have jewelry, home interior 
items, and shoes. They also provide local churches with supplies, such as 
Sunday School materials and products for communion. Mrs. Marilyn also 
pointed out that when she first started, the store was originally a God 
theme. Now, they offer a variety, but rest assured she still keeps every-
thing clean! If she does not have the books you are looking for, she will do 
her best to get them. “We’re not Walmart YET!” She exclaimed, laughing.
She also told me she likes to compare the business to fishing – somedays 
you have a big catch, other days nothing, and sometimes a little bite. She 
loves being around the people! Being the Godly woman that she is, there 
are times they even have ministry going on inside, and that’s easy to be-
lieve, considering how easy it is to talk to her! She expressed how blessed 
she feels that people will open up to her while at Books N’ More, and she 
can pray with them. Whether you need a book or not, I would definitely 
recommend stopping by Books N’ More just for the experience!

Books N’ More is located at 101 North Bevill Street in Winnfield. They are 
open on Tuesdays and Thursday–Saturday, 10:00 A.M. – 5:30 P.M. You can 
always give them a call at 318–583–2304. 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.”  – Matthew 6:33

Books N’ More
New & New 2U

Billy Bob Thornton is shown reading 
the July 2018 issue of Around The 
Town. Thornton starred in the pop-
ular movie “Slingblade.”

Around the Town publisher Tommy 
O’Con (R) is shown visiting with his 
friend Billy Bob Thornton (L) recently in 
Arlington, TX.
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   Tommy Lewis, Youth Pastor 
   The Life Church, Many, LA

God’s 
Masterpiece
by Tommy Lewis

 The Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci, 
Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo, Star-
ry Night by Vincent van Gogh, The 
Thinker by Auguste Rodin, Lily Pond 
by Claude Monet, and Guernica by 
Pablo Picasso.  What do all of these 
works of art have in common?  These 
works are all widely considered to be 
the masterpiece of the artists that I 
mentioned above.  What is a master-
piece?  A masterpiece is an artist’s or 
craftsman’s best piece of work. You 
can’t put a price on any of these mas-
terpieces because they are viewed as 
priceless.  
 
Ephesians 2:10 NLT- For we are God’s masterpiece.  He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago.  This scripture tells us that we are God’s masterpieces.  Just like 
the works of art I’ve already mentioned is the artist’s best work, we are 
God’s best work.  If you are honest and real with yourself, you probably 
don’t feel like God’s masterpiece.  Just looking over your life and the cur-
rent state that it is in, you’re probably thinking that sounds a little crazy.  
Don’t you know all the failures in my life?  Don’t you know all the mis-
takes that I’ve made?  Don’t you see all the hurt and the pain?  Don’t you 
see my constant struggles on a daily basis?  Can’t you see my present cir-
cumstances that I’m facing?  With my past and all my brokenness, I just 
don’t see it.  How in anyway possible can God call me His masterpiece?  
I want you to understand something.  You are not a masterpiece be-
cause of who you are and what you’ve done, but you are a masterpiece 
because of who created you and what He’s done.  Psalms 139:13-16 NLT- 
You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in 
my mother’s womb.  Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!  
Your workmanship is marvelous- how well I know it.  You watched me 
as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I woven together in the dark 
of the womb.  You saw me before I was born.  Everyday of my life was 
recorded in your book.  Every moment was laid out before a single day 
had passed.  God took the time to form every little delicate part of who 
you are and had a plan before you even took a breath, but the words you 
want to associate with your life are average, ordinary, normal, failure, 
addicted, sick, afraid, depressed, broken, and defeated.  Regardless of 
the type of art it is, masterpiece’s value always comes from the artist.  If 
earthly artists can create masterpieces that are priceless, don’t you think 
that everything the God of Heaven and Earth creates is a masterpiece?  
What you have to start doing today is stop letting your circumstances 
determine how you see yourself!  

So maybe you’re just not convinced yet of how you are a masterpiece 
with everything that has happened or is happening in your life.  I want 
you to understand that God is constantly adding more and more charac-
ter to each masterpiece and is truly never finished until we see Him face 
to face.  If God isn’t given the opportunity though, there is a such thing 
as an incomplete masterpiece. If we give Him the chance, He can turns 
us into something magnificent.  What I’m going to do is explain how God 
builds a masterpiece and completes it. There are three things that must 
happen in your life in order to be one of the completed masterpiece of 
God.
The first thing that must happen is your will must be laid down for His 
will.  One of the strongest attributes that God ever put inside of us is our 
own will, and that’s what makes it so difficult to not follow after it.  One 
of the first words a baby learns is no because from birth until death, we 
want to get our way.  Since it’s one of the strongest attributes that God 
has given us, it’s one of the greatest sacrifices that we could ever make is 
to say not my will God but yours be done.  When Jesus was in the Garden 
of Gethsemane praying, this is exactly what He did.  Matthew 26:39 NLT- 
He went on a little farther and bowed with his face to the ground, pray-
ing, My Father!  If it is possible, let this cup of suffering be taken away 
from me.  Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.  Jesus knows what 
He is about to endure.  He knows about the whipping post and the cross, 
but He didn’t let that stop Him.  Jesus’ flesh did not want to go through 
what He was about to endure, but He didn’t allow His flesh to overrule 
His Spirit.  Your flesh is never going to want to follow God’s Will for your 
life.  If even Jesus’ flesh didn’t want to at one point, we are all going to 
struggle with this.  You’re not going to want to pray and read the word 
everyday.  You’re not going to want to fast and witness to other people.  
You’re not going to feel like praising and worshiping Him on some days, 
but it has to His Kingdom come His Will be done here as it is in Heaven.  If 
we really want to be a completed masterpiece in God, we must lay down 
what we want for what He wants.  
 

The second thing that must happen is your self must die out.  One truth 
that none of us can escape is we were all born sinners, and it’s in our true 
nature to sin.  Psalms 51:5 KJV- Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin 
did my mother conceive me.  It’s not our fault that we are born into sin, 
but it’s the hand we are all dealt.  By Adam’s sin in the garden of Eden, this 
nature has been passed down to all of us.  This is where the enemy really 
gets us because we look at our past and think there is no way God would 
want me.  All my failures, mistakes, and shortcomings disqualify me from 
being anything of value.  My addictions, my chains, and my shackles will 
forever hold me so why should I even try.  I’ll never be good enough to 
be a masterpiece.  So you stay bound and continually give into your sinful 
nature thinking there is no hope for me.  God can forgive you and set you 
free from anything!  Don’t let the devil tell you that you’re too far gone!  
That you messed your life up too much for you to have any value to God!  
Jesus laid down His life and died out to self to deliver us from this sinful 
nature!  We all have a past full of regrets, mistakes, and failures, but look 
at what Jesus thinks about that past.  2 Corinthians 12:9 KJV- And he said 
unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.  Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  Sufficient means enough!  His 
Grace will always be bigger than your sin!  God’s not looking at your past, 
He’s looking at your future!  He’s not looking at what you used to be, He’s 
looking at what you can be and that’s a masterpiece!  His masterpiece!
The third thing that must happen for you to be a completed masterpiece 
is you must experience hurt.  Jesus endured more hurt and pain than any-
one that has ever lived or will live.  Isaiah 53:5 KJV- But He was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our inquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed.  He was 
broken, beaten, and crushed for us.  Look at what He said about us.  Luke 
6:40 NLT- Students are not greater than their teacher.  But the student 
who is fully trained will become like the teacher.  What Jesus is saying 
here is if He had to endure pain and hurt that we would to.  No one likes 
to be hurt and no one likes to deal with pain, but to be like Jesus it’s 
necessary.  I wish we could skip this part of the process of becoming a 
completed masterpiece, but it’s just as important as the other two.  Hurt 
is what truly brings out what is inside of you.  It’s not the good times that 
show you who you are, it’s the bad times that reveal your true character.  
I want to also get this misconception out of the way just because you are 
going through pain and hurt doesn’t mean you done something wrong.  
Some people will probably tell you otherwise just like Job’s friends told 
him, but they are wrong and don’t have a clue about what God is doing in 
your life.  Some people run their mouth so much they should put shoes on 
their face.  Don’t listen to those people!  Hurt is not your punishment.  It’s 
your foundation of who you will be in Jesus Christ!  He suffered so much 
for us.  The least we could do was suffer a little for Him. 
 
This is where the incomplete masterpiece comes in.  Most people give 
up when the hurt starts and never allow God to make them.  Instead the 
hurt breaks them.  It hurts so much that people just throw in the towel 
instead of waiting to see what God is making in their lives.  I can’t explain 
why you are going through what you’re going through right now, but I do 
know if you just hold on God can take that hurt and make it into some-
thing beautiful.

So what does a completed masterpiece look like?  When Jesus died on 
the cross for our sins, God’s greatest masterpiece was completed.  Since 
that time God has been on a mission to keep building that same master-
piece.  Matthew 16:24-25 NLT- Then Jesus said to his disciples, If any of 
you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your 
cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But 
if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. Those three things that 
I’ve mentioned (laying down our will, dying out to self, and going through 
hurt) represent the three nails that were hammered into Jesus on the 
cross, but it’s not the cross that is the masterpiece.  The masterpiece is 
Jesus.  If we can be like Jesus, we can be one of His masterpiece, but I’m 
leaving one thing out that Jesus had done to Him on the cross.  The crown 
of thorns was placed upon His head.  One day He will give us a crown!  2 
Timothy 4:8 KJV- Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.  One day if 
we can endure, we will be a completed masterpiece in His Presence!  You 
may not understand everything that is happening in your life right now.  
You may not feel like you have very much value, but if you can just remain 
faithful to God, He is building such a masterpiece out of your life!  A mas-
terpiece that is so priceless on earth that it has to be held in Heaven being 
apart of the Artist’s personal collection!
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My Son - The Marine!
This is a well-written article about a father who put several of his kids 
through expensive colleges but one son wanted to be a Marine. Interest-
ing observation by this dad.  Read below.  An excellent commentary that 
says a lot about our society.
 
By Frank Schaeffer
of the Washington Post
 
 Before my son became a Marine, I never thought much about who was 
defending me. Now when I read of the war on terrorism or the coming 
conflict in Iraq, it cuts to my heart. When I see a picture of a member of 
our military who has been killed, I read his or her name very carefully. 
Sometimes I cry.
 
In 1999, when the barrel-chested Marine recruiter showed up in dress 
blues and bedazzled my son John, I did not stand in the way. John was 
headstrong, and he seemed to understand these stern, clean men with 
straight backs and flawless uniforms.  I did not.  I live in the Volvo-driving, 
higher education-worshiping North Shore of Boston I write novels for a 
living.  I have never served in the military.
 
It had been hard enough sending my two older children off to George-
town and New York University. John’s enlisting was unexpected, so deep-
ly unsettling.  I did not relish the prospect of answering the question, “So 
where is John going to college?” from the parents who were itching to 
tell me all about how their son or daughter was going to Harvard.  At the 
private high school John attended, no other students were going into the 
military.
 
 “But aren’t the Marines terribly Southern?” (Says a lot about open-mind-
edness in the Northeast) asked one perplexed mother while standing 
next to me at the brunch following graduation. “What a waste, he was 
such a good student,” said another parent.  One parent (a professor at a 
nearby and rather famous university) spoke up at a school meeting and 
suggested that the school should “carefully evaluate what went wrong.”
 
When John graduated from three months of boot camp on Paris Island, 
3000 parents and friends were on the parade deck stands. We parents 
and our Marines not only were of many races but also were representa-
tive of many economic classes. Many were poor. Some arrived crammed 
in the backs of pickups, others by bus. John told me that a lot of parents 
could not afford the trip.
 
 We in the audience were white and Native American.  We were Hispanic, 
Arab, and African American, and Asian.  We were former Marines wear-
ing the scars of battle, or at least baseball caps emblazoned with battles’ 
names.  We were Southern whites from Nashville and skinheads from 
New Jersey, black kids from Cleveland wearing ghetto rags and white ex-
cons with ham-hock forearms defaced by jail house tattoos. We would 
not have been mistaken for the educated and well-heeled parents gath-
ered on the lawns of John’s private school a half-year before
 
After graduation one new Marine told John, “Before I was a Marine, if 
I had ever seen you on my block I would’ve probably killed you just be-
cause you were standing there.”  This was a serious statement from one 
of John’s good friends, a black ex-gang member from Detroit who, as 
John said, “would die for me now, just like I’d die for him.”
 
My son has connected me to my country in a way that I was too selfish 
and insular to experience before.  I feel closer to the waitress at our local 
diner than to some of my oldest friends. She has two sons in the Corps.  
They are facing the same dangers as my boy.  When the guy who fixes my 
car asks me how John is doing, I know he means it.  His younger brother 
is in the Navy.
 
Why were I and the other parents at my son’s private school so surprised 
by his choice? During World War II, the sons and daughters of the most 
powerful and educated families did their bit.  If the idea of the immo-
rality of the Vietnam War was the only reason those lucky enough to go 
to college dodged the draft, why did we not encourage our children to 
volunteer for military service once that war was done?
 
Have we wealthy and educated Americans all become pacifists? Is the 
world a safe place?  Or have we just gotten used to having somebody 
else defend us?  What is the future of our democracy when the sons 
and daughters of the janitors at our elite universities are far more likely 
to be put in harm’s way than are any of the students whose dorms their 

parents clean?
 
I feel shame because it took my son’s joining the Marine Corps to make 
me take notice of who is defending me.  I feel hope because perhaps my 
son is part of a future “greatest generation”.   As the storm clouds of war 
gather, at least I know that I can look the men and women in uniform in 
the eye.  My son is one of them. 
 
He is the best I have to offer---He is my heart!  
 
“Faith is not about everything turning out OK; Faith is about being OK no 
matter how things turn out.”
 
   GOD BLESS AMERICA!  PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY...
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Remembering 
The Battle Of 
Bermuda Bridge
       by Rickey Robertson 
     
 There are many great and wonderful stories and 
legends of the Louisiana Maneuvers of 1941 still 
out there that have never been fully told. Everyone 
who lived through this great event had some type 
of story because over 470,000 men swarmed this 
part of Louisiana during these massive maneuvers. During the maneuvers new 
weapons, vehicles, and most of all new tactics came about. Instead of World 
War I tactics of straight forward infantry assaults, new scout vehicles and ar-
mored vehicles were being introduced and were to be tried and tested. And 

one such armored unit was about to 
be tested to the fullest at little known 
Bermuda Bridge located on Cane River 
in Natchitoches Parish. And this story of 
this strange battle is best described as 
unbelievable, amazing, and very humor-
ous.
 Bermuda Bridge is located on Cane 
River south east of Natchitoches, La. 
During the 1800’s Cane River was once 
the channel for the Red River but over 
the years the river channel changed, 
leaving Cane River Lake. Bermuda 
Bridge was a bridge completed in 1912 

located near the Oakland Plantation 
and the plantation store known as 
the P. Phanor Prudhomme store. This 
area is filled with the history of the 
early French settlers, the plantations, 
the many buildings and structures, 
and the heritage and culture of the 
region. But in the summer of 1941 
this area was to become part of the 
Great Louisiana Maneuvers, with mil-
itary units of all types coming into the 
area, with many, such as the mounted 
cavalry units, bivouacking in the area 

around Oakland Plantation and Ber-
muda Bridge. This was a time of great 
excitement for all the young boys 
throughout the maneuver area. They 
were able to visit the camps filled with 
soldiers and made friends with them, 
and they saw trucks, jeeps, and tanks 
moving up and down all the roads. 
Here at Bermuda , Mr. Alphonse Prud-
homme Sr. ran the store and his 3 
sons, Alphonse, Mayo, and Ken would 
sell candy, cold drinks, and cookies to 
the troops. But one day these 3 boys, 
ages 14, 12, and 9 would engage in 
one of the great unknown battles of 
the Louisiana Maneuvers.

 The 3 boys were sitting on the front porch of their fathers store one morning 
and on the east side of the river they 
saw a military vehicle approaching and 
it slowly stopped with a soldier get-
ting out scouting the area. The river 
bank was covered in thick vegetation, 
but the boys saw the soldier sneaking 
around trying to peer through the veg-
etation. The boys could see the soldier 
had a pair of binoculars and he was 
attempting to climb a tree for better 
viewing of the area. At this time, the 
Bermuda Bridge had been declared 
“knocked out” due to having been 
flour bombed. Umpires had declared 
that it had been bombed and troops could not use the bridge. As they watched 
the soldier looking around the area with his binoculars, they decided to have 
some fun. The boys had a small carbide cannon, known as a “Big Bang Cannon” 
that operated off of carbide. The boys loaded up the cannon and fired at the 

soldier just to see what would happen. 
And when they fired the soldier jumped 
out of the tree and got in his vehicle 
and drove off in a big cloud of dust! The 
battle had begun!  Shortly the advanc-
ing army approached and they began 
to fire in the direction of the boys. And 
when fired upon the boys returned fire 
with their cannon!  As the firing began 
to pick up, the boy’s father came out of 
the store and gave a young Black man 
who worked around the store some 
strings of firecrackers. He told “Chippy” 
Williams to go and shoot the fireworks 
along the river bank. So now the boys 

and their friend were firing and reloading 
their cannon and throwing firecrackers continuously. The advancing army just 
knew they had made contact with a sizeable enemy force and rifles and ma-
chine guns began blazing away at the boys and then they even brought forward 

a 75mm artillery piece which they set it up at 
the end of the bridge and fired it several times 
in the direction of the “enemy” cannon fire 
coming from the Prudhomme boy’s big bang 
cannon. The battle raged for around 15 min-
utes according to the boy’s when all of a sud-
den they saw a jeep with a long radio antenna 
and a white flag on top of the antenna come 
driving up. The umpires sat there for a few 
minutes as they contemplated what was go-
ing on. When they figured out what had hap-
pened, the umpires drove up to the store as 
began talking with Mr. Prudhomme.  “Would 
you mind calling your boys off so we could get 
on with our war” the umpires asked. So Mr. 

Prudhomme called off his sons from firing their 
big bang cannon and the Regular Army called off 
their firing.   Al, Mayo, and Ken after the battle 
didn’t tell or share the story of their battle with 
the army. But several months or possibly even 
after World War II their story came out in the lo-

cal Natchitoches Times newspaper. Then 
in the November 2, 1947 edition of the 
New Orleans Times Picayune newspaper 
there came out a story titled “Deep in 
Dixie: When a Popgun Stopped an Army”. 
This was the re-print of information from 
the Natchitoches newspaper in this na-
tionally syndicated paper. 3 boys with a 
popgun had stopped the advance of an 
army!

 For many years this story had almost 
been forgotten but to local folks and the 
Prudhomme family. One day in 1989 Ken 
was contacted by a local radio station that 
he needed to listen to Paul Harvey’s story 
that day because it was about Al, Mayo, 
and Ken and how they had defeated General George Patton’s army at Bermu-
da Bridge! Ken listened to Paul Harvey’s “Rest of the Story” and was surprised 
that they had defeated General Patton’s army with their big bang cannon! They 
never knew till that day that they were up against the armored cavalry forces 
commanded by General Patton as they battled at Bermuda Bridge. Ken was so 
happy he said “That’s our claim to fame. We defeated General Patton and we got 
our name on Paul Harvey”!  Wow! What an achievement for 3 young boys with a 

popgun! The boys had stopped an armored 
cavalry unit of over 500 vehicles!

 I was blessed recently, along with Fred 
Worthington, and Dr. Patsy Barber, to visit 
with Vivian Prudhomme Duggan who is the 
sister of the 3 boys, her husband Ted, Kathy 
Prudhomme Guin, Sandra ‘Sam “ Prudhom-
me Haynie, and Kenneth Andrew ‘Drew’ 
Prudhomme as we researched for the up-
coming documentary about the Louisiana 
Maneuvers named “10 Days In September: 
The Untold Story of the 1941 Louisiana Ma-
neuvers”. On the porch of the Duggan Home 
at Bermuda we sat on the porch and had 
the best visit with them as they all shared 
the story of the Battle of Bermuda Bridge as 
told them by their family members the late 
Al, Mayo, and Kenneth Prudhomme. And re-
member the cannon involved in the battle? 
Yes, it is still in the possession of the family! 
And Drew, Kenneth’s son, keeps this family 
treasure and brought it and let us look at it. 
And believe it or not the little cannon will still 
fire! He showed us the simple firing mecha-
nism of the cannon and how it was loaded, 

primed, and fired. The 3 boys made a great gun crew! Mrs. Vivian doesn’t know 
exactly if the big bang cannon was a birthday or possibly a Christmas gift to one 
of the brothers but they played with it and fired it often. And from her home on 
Cane River we could see the historic Bermuda Bridge. Fred and I were taken by 
Kathy and Drew to the historic bridge and to the restored Prudhomme Store lo-
cation, both located and part of the 
Cane River Creole National Park as 
of 1997. While standing in front of 
the store you can almost picture the 
3 boys loading and firing their can-
non as they battled the U.S. Army in 
1941. And as you look around you 
can see the beauty of the planta-
tion and all the many buildings as-
sociated with it. And Sandra Prud-
homme Haynie has also written the 
genealogy and history of her family 
in the book “Legends of Oakland 
Plantation: The Prud’hommes of 
Natchitoches Parish”. Many thanks 
go to these family members of the 
3 Prudhomme brothers and for 
their true Southern hospitality.

 Another legend of both the Louisiana Maneuvers and General George Patton 
that has again been brought forth along with the history that it holds. And we 
remember and will not forget the 3 heroes of the Battle of Bermuda Bridge! So 
now you know “The Rest of the Story”!         
 

Bermuda Bridge as it looks today in 
2018. This bridge was built in 1912 and 
was used for local traffic. This is the 
site of the Battle of Bermuda Bridge in 
1941. (Robertson Collection)

Looking at Bermuda Bridge where it spans 
Cane River near the Oakland Plantation 
near Natchitoches, Louisiana. (Robertson 
Collection)

Current photograph of the P. Phanor 
Prudhomme store located on Oakland 
Plantation and at Bermuda Bridge. The 3 
Prudhomme boys engaged the armored 
column of The U.S. Army from this loca-
tion in 1941. (Robertson Collection)

The author pictured with Vivian Prud-
homme Duggan, sister of the 3 Prudhom-
me boys who were involved in the Battle 
of Bermuda Bridge in 1941. (Robertson 
Collection)

The Big Bang Cannon used by the 3 
Prudhomme Brothers during the Battle 
of Bermuda Bridge in 1941. (Robertson 
Collection)

Kenneth “Drew” Prudhomme  
with the family’s treasured 
Big Bang Cannon used by his 
father and uncle’s during the 
Battle of Bermuda Bridge in 
1941. (Robertson Collection)

Headlines of the Times-Picayune 
newspaper article dated November 
2, 1947 about the Prudhomme boys 
and the battle at Bermuda Bridge. 
(Prudhomme Archives-Times Pica-
yune)

Lite tank stuck in the mud during the Lou-
isiana Maneuvers. This is one of the types 
of armored vehicles involved in the Battle 
of Bermuda Bridge in 1941. (Robertson Col-
lection)

General George Patton pictured nest 
to his lite tank during the Louisiana 
Maneuvers. General patton’s ar-
mored units battled the 3 Prudhom-
me Brothers during the Battle of 
Bermuda Bridge in 1941. (Robertson 
Collection)
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Gun Talk
by Ray “Pops” Hough

This month I thought I would change course and 
get into the area of concealed carry and interac-
tion with law enforcement officers.

The most important task and responsibility you 
have as a concealed carry permit holder is to 
know and obey the laws of the state/jurisdiction 
that you are in and always remember that no 
two will be the same.

I should point out that the most important task for any officer is to go 
home to his/her family at the end of their shift, and that they are men and 
women just like us with a job to do.

The instance of a traffic stop is one of the most dangerous duties that a 
police officer has since they never know who or what they may encounter. 
Always remember that the officer will be on high alert as he/she comes to 
your window. The best advice I can give you is to remain calm, lower your 
window and place both hands on the wheel in the 10-2 o’clock position; 
if you have a passenger, they should always keep both hands visible. By 
staying calm, both you and the officer will remain out of danger.

When the officer asks for your license and registration, you should look 
at the officer, make eye contact, if possible, and then say, “Officer, it is my 
duty to inform you that I have a concealed carry permit. At present I am 
(or I am not) carrying. I will follow your instructions and I will NOT do any-
thing until you tell me to”. Your passengers should follow your lead. DO 
NOT UNDER ANY CERCUMSTANCES SIMPLY BLURT OUT, “I HAVE A GUN.”

I know that most people do not feel comfortable telling anyone that they 
are carrying, but since some states tie a concealed carry permit to an in-
dividual’s driver’s license, it would be much better to inform the officer of 
your status and allow him to be in control rather than having him find out 
from his dispatcher or as the result of a search.

For safety sake, you need to think fast, talk slowly and clearly, remain calm 
and do exactly what the officer asks you to do. Every encounter with an 
officer will be different but if you follow the above formula, you stand a 
much better chance of any encounter ending well.

Remember, for your safety and the safety of those around you, never as-
sume that a firearm is unloaded; always treat all firearms as if they are 
loaded. 

If you have any questions, or a suggestion for a topic to be discussed in 
this column, please feel free to call me at 318-645-7673.

FFL TRANSFERS
at

POP’S GUN LOCKER
call

318-645-7673

Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssuply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours
of Placing Order

• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

Vote and Re-Elect

BOBBY BEHAN

MAYOR OF ROBELINE

HARD WORKER
DEDICATION
GOOD JUDGMENT
FAIRNESS
CONCERN
HONESTY
ENTHUSIASM
LOYALTY
CONFIDENCE
ABILITY

support

bobby behan
mayor

November 6, 2018
Paid for by Bobby Behan

Why I Should Vote in Local 
Elections
With a government elected by its citizens and that effects every aspect 
of our lives from schools to health care to homeland security, voting is an 
important right in our society. By voting, you are making your voice heard 
and registering your opinion on how you think the government should 
operate.

Civil liberties concern basic rights and freedoms that are guaranteed -- ei-
ther explicitly identified in the Bill of Rights and the Constitution, or in-
terpreted or inferred through the years by legislatures or the courts. Civil 
liberties include: The right to free speech. ... The right to vote.
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   Pastor Jim Manning
   The Life Church -  
   Many, LA

The Truth of 
Christian Ministry
by Pastor Jim Manning

In the world of Christianity, the word “ministry” 
seems to have become synonymous with preach-
ing. Many times, we hear people say someone 
has been “called to the ministry,” and what they 
mean is that God has called them to evangelize 
or pastor a church. However, I would present that 
ministry encompasses much more than just the 
office of the preacher or pastor, and it is some-
thing in which all Christians should be engaging.

First, let’s establish a few biblical facts about min-
istry:  

1. Ministry means service. This means that whatever service I perform—
whether on my job, at my church, or in my home—can be ministry.

2. More than just people who stand behind a pulpit are “called” to min-
istry. God has called everyone to serve Him by serving others (Gala-
tians 5:13).

3. When we minister, we are to consider others above ourselves (Phi-
lippians 2:3). We can accomplish much more together when we rid 
ourselves of selfish ambition, or a “what’s in it for me” attitude.

4. If we are to be truly Christ-like, we must have servants’ hearts (Mark 
10:45).

5. When we seek to glorify God in all we do, all we do becomes ministry.

The most important element of ministry in any form, and the part that 
makes it truly godly, is found several times in scripture. In Matthew 
25:34-40 we find where Jesus says the smallest acts of kindness done 
for those in need are done are done for Him (and conversely, if we fail to 
reach out to the needy we have neglected God). Colossians 3:17, 3:23, 
and Ephesians 6:6-7 express that everything that we do should be done 
as if we were doing it for God and not man.

When our services are done unto God, for His glory, we are fulfilling what 
God intended of ministry. According to Ephesians 2:10, we were created 
unto good works for God and by God. This is not only true within the four 
walls of the church, but it holds just as much truth in our day-to-day lives. 
We can rest assured that our routines, our jobs, our duties, our abilities, 
and even our regular humdrum activities as we occupy this earth until 
He comes can and will be a service to Him and a blessing to others when 
they are done as God intended: unto Him! Galatians 6:8 (NLT) says, “…
those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the 
Spirit.” Everlasting life comes when we offer all of ourselves—our gifts, 
our time, our tasks—to the Spirit. Though we know that salvation comes 
through faith, not works, we also learn from scripture that our works are 
the evidence of our faith (James 2:26). When the Spirit is alive within us 
and our faith is active, we will be drawn to service for the glory of God.

But what happens when we get off track and remove God from the focal 
point of our service? What if we shift our focus to ourselves or start com-
plaining about the services we must do? From what we read in Galatians 
6:8, we also find that just as eternal life follows the Spirit-led, corruption 
will follow selfishness. Just as our faith is made evident by works, our 
lack thereof is laid bare by our selfish ambition. In Philippians 2:14-16, 
Paul implies that when we complain and grumble about our service, we 
are no longer “blameless and harmless” and we are no longer “without 
rebuke.” He also indicates that if this is the case then his labor for the 
church has been in vain. A sobering correlation to this passage is found 
in Ephesians 5:27: “That [Christ] might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish.”

A blemish is biblically representative of sin, so it is safe to assess that if 
blame and harm can be found in us because of our grumbling, then we 
are guilty of sin. If Christ is returning for a church “without spot or blem-
ish,” where will we find ourselves if this is the state of our hearts?

However, there is reason to rejoice! We all know that it is likely that we 
will make mistakes and fail because we are human, but we serve a God of 
grace (1 John 1:9)! Because of the fall of mankind, we are prone to selfish 
ambition. It is in our nature to wonder what’s in it for us and even to use 
others to accomplish what we desire, but through God we can overcome 
the sin-nature and be ministry-minded, considering others above our-
selves, doing all that we do to the glory of God, serving as unto God and 
not to man. Through our own human efforts we will struggle with com-
plaining, having pure motives, and being joyful givers of our time and re-
sources, but through God we will be grateful, generous, and loving. And 
as Psalm 100:2 says, we will “serve the Lord with gladness!”

Open Letter from 
Natchitoches 
Councilman  
Russell Rachel
We just finished our July Parish Council meeting. 
It was a rather short and quiet meeting with a 
few things to talk about.

The Council voted to award a bid to the lowest bidder for the Hampton 
Road project, so work is finally beginning on this road. The construc-
tion on Coco Bed Road is currently underway. Things are starting to 
happen, just bear with us.

The Council voted 4-1, with the only one opposing it was Councilman 
Paige, to proceed with the four separate Road Districts and will vote at 
the August meeting whether to call an election in December for a tax 
in these individual districts. There will be numerous public meetings to 
advise the people of the particulars. The Council failed to entertain a 
motion on a separate sales tax proposition.

The Council voted 3-2, with Hoover, Bedgood, and Paige voting in fa-
vor, and deGraffenried and Rachal in opposition to give the Parish clerk 
a raise.

The Council voted to turn the Shady Grove Community Center back 
over to the Church. The agreement was once the community ceased to 
use it as a community center, it must be turned back over.

This was a relatively short article, but this is what happens when things 
start getting done.

Thank you and God Bless,

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council
District 5         

VOTE & ELECT
THURMAN J. BAPTISTE, SR.

NATCHITOCHES PARISH 
SCHOOL BOARD

DISTRICT 2

Hello Voters,

It is with great pleasure that I, Thurman J. 
Baptiste, Sr., am announcing that I am a can-
didate for the position of school board member 
for District 2 of the Natchitohes Parish School 
Board.

I am a retired educator with 39 years of expe-
rience. I am also married to a retired educator 
and together we have 3 children and 5 grandchil-
dren. Four of our grandchildren are still in the 
Natchitoches Parish School System.

A more detailed introduction will be forthcoming 
in the weeks before the election date on November 
6, 2018

Your continued support is highly appreciated.

Paid for by Thurman J. Baptiste, Sr.



Page 7| Around The Town                       August 2018

TO THE VOTERS 
OF 

THE
VILLAGE 

OF ROBELINE
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the 
confidence you have shown in me as your elected Chief of 
Police for the past four years.

I feel honored to have no opposition in the upcoming 
November election. Therefore, I look forward to serving 
you the next four years. 

May God Bless You,

Gordon K. O’Con
Chief of Police
Village of Robeline

Paid Political Announcement
Paid for by Gordon K. O’Con

GILDA JENKINS
VILLAGE OF ROBELINE

COUNCIL MEMBER

  EXPERIENCE
  FAIRNESS
  INTEGRITY

Make your vote count
on

November 6, 2018

Paid for by Gilda Jenkins

VOTE

RE-ELECT
&

2018 Ram 1500 Quad Cab
2WD Tradesman

$7,000 OFF

2018 Chrysler 300C
Stock #C8007

$7,500 OFF

NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
Come see the all  new 2018 JEEP WRANGLERS JK Models

all new 2019 RAM 1500 Models are here!!!

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!
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Books N’ More
New & New 2U

101 North Bevill St., Winnfield, LA 71483

Marilyn Cage
Owner

(318) 583-2304
Matthew 6:33

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well.”

Operating Hours
Tuesday • Thursday • Friday • Saturday

10:00am-5:30pm

GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948

The 1877 Murder 
of Negreet’s Dr. 
W.H. Evans
by Dean Lambert

It was on the 13th day of March in 1877 when 
Ben Goodloe crossed the Sabine River at Sa-
bine Town ferry on his way back from Texas 
and to Sabine Parish. After crossing the river, 
having with him a double barrel shotgun, he 
fell in with J. F. Beavers and together they rode to the place of Mr. Leon 
Brown. When riding together, Ben Goodloe said to Beavers that he in-
tended to arrest Dr. H. W. Evans, and he intended to kill him and wanted 
some assistance.

Dr. Evans had a few days earlier married Ben Goodloe’s sister. On the 
day after the wedding, Evans was charged with bigamy and carried to 
Hemphill, Texas where he was quickly tried and the charges honorably 
dismissed. After his discharge, Dr. Evans and his beautiful bride moved 
across the Sabine River and into Sabine Parish. They boarded at the 
home of Dr. W.R. Curtis near the community of Negreet. It was here that 
Dr. Evans commenced the practiced of his profession, dentistry; and he 
and his wife were living happily together. The lovely wife looking forward 
to many days of joy with him whom she had chosen as a companion 
through life’s journey. Ah! Little thought she, on this March day, that the 
destroyer was so close, so near at hand. That in so short of time, her 
present joy would turn into wailing, her joy into bitter woe, and she soon 
would be called to mourn over her loss, over her love.

After Ben Goodloe arrived at Leon Brown’s homestead, it so happened 
that he found 
several parties there, including Porter Brown among them. Goodloe ad-
dressed the small crowd and told them he was on his way to arrest Dr. Ev-
ans and wanted some assistance. Mr. E.C. Dillion in presence and hearing 
the message, asked Goodloe if he had a warrant or authority to arrest Dr. 
Evans. Goodloe answered to the negative. On this statement, all parties 
except Porter Brown, quickly informed Goodloe that no assistance would 
be forthcoming. Porter Brown however, procured a shotgun and rode 
off with Ben Goodloe. They rode to the residence of Mr. Abram Roberts, 
who lived about a mile from the Curtis homestead where Dr. Evans was 
living. They spent the night at Mr. Robert’s home, having little to say and 
nothing about their mission. Early next morning, both Goodloe and Por-
ter Brown saddled their horses, both with shotguns, and headed to the 
Curtis place.

Once they reached the Curtis home, Ben Goodloe rode up alone and 
walked to the front door where he was met by his sister, who as always, 
greeted him with a kiss and asked about the family. Ben asked where was 
Dr. Evans and she told him that her husband had taken a stroll up the 
creek and he would be back soon. He asked her to go call for him, which 
she did. She soon returned and told her brother that Dr. Evans apparently 
had not heard her call, and for him to have a seat until the doctor came 
back. It was then that she noticed the excitement in his voice and asked 
what was the matter? He relied to her that there was a damn sight the 
matter, that he had his crowd with him and he had come for Dr. Evans 
and was going to have him.

With this expression, he grabbed his gun, walked to the gate, mount-
ed his horse and gave a whoop. It was then that Porter Brown rode out 
of the nearby woods and approached the house. As Brown neared the 
house, Dr. Evans suddenly appeared from the opposite direction. Brown 
immediately put his gun upon Dr. Evans, telling him he was a prisoner 
and if he moved, he would be shot. Mrs. Evans and Dr. Curtis, who had 
also arrived, tried to go to Dr. Evans aid, but Goodloe threaten to shoot 
each if they got any closer. Goodloe and Brown then marched Dr. Evans 
off ahead of them toward the Sabine bottoms and Sabine Town.

After the trio reached the bottom land, Dr. Evans was told to stop and 
Goodloe and Brown dismounted. Dr. Evans was then promptly shot by 
one or both of the culprits. They then emptied his pockets of money and 
any other valuables before dragging his body off the road and dumping 
it in nearby brush. The two murderers then mounted, rejoicing as they 
crossed the Sabine River at Edrington’s ferry above Sabine Town. Soon 
they entered Sabine Town from the north and were soon unselfishly tell-
ing what they had done.

Upon hearing their story, Mr. David Carter asked Brown if they had left Ev-
an’s body where it could be found and properly buried. Browned replied 
he did not know and didn’t give a damn. Goodloe and Brown soon left 
town and headed to Kaufman County Texas. 

The good people of Sabine and especially of Negreet, offered an award 
for the fugitives. Two local men, John Parrott and J.C. Stroud, followed 
the murderers and was able to apprehend and bring back young Porter 
Brown. He was put on trial in February of 1878. The evidence disclosed 
the murder as so deliberate, so unprovoked, and brutal, that the jury 
could not do otherwise but return a verdict of “guilty”. Brown showed no 
sign of emotion. And even when brought into court for sentencing, when 
all other faces were sad, all other hearts moved, Brown stood viewing 
those around him with a dogged scroll. His sentence was read; That you 
Porter Brown be taken back to the Jail from whence you came and then 
be confined until the Governor of this State appoints a day for your exe-
cution and that you then be hung by the neck until you be dead.  And May 
God have mercy on your soul.

An aged father and mother, sisters and two young brothers were left to 
morn his fate. On the 10th of May, in 1878, young Porter Brown was 
taken to the gallows in Many, La. and hanged. Ben Goodloe apparently 
escaped the noose as no record can be found of his capture. 

Jury members included Arch Murray, Benjamin McGee, J. P. Corley, Enoch 
Holloway, W.H. Sherwood, C. P. McDonald, John Dillard, John Tyles, G. J. 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Samuel Lucius, and John McCormic.

337-263-3389
SUNROOMS & PATIO
COVERINGS
DexSeamless.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

HIGH-TECH CARPORTS,
AWNINGS & WALKWAY COVERS
JetOfCentralLouisiana.com

NOW SERVING ALL
OF LOUISIANA

Se
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ss
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rs

DEX ENTERPRISES
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Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear
650 San Antonio Ave.     318-431-1503     Downtown Many 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

#awesomecrawfish
318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials

 

Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp

Sat Aug. 4 - Buster Jordan Project

Sat Aug. 11 - Uptown Jazz

Sat Aug. 18 - The Turn-Ups

Sat Aug. 25 - The Playmates

Our Large 
Family Tree
by Herbert C. de Launay

Have you ever researched your family tree?  
I have a sister who is interested in genealo-
gy.  She has gathered a lot of information.  
The old pictures are quite interesting.  Some 
of the old pictures bear a striking resem-
blance to some of my relatives today.  The 
relationships show.

Today we can also use genetics and DNA testing.  Through a testing ser-
vice, my sister connected with a previously unknown cousin who was try-
ing to find information about her family.

Some genetic testing services can provide us with information on what 
regions some of our ancestors may have come from.  It is fascinating.

It turns out that all people are related.  Whether we like it or not, we 
are all cousins.  As human beings, we are over 99% genetically similar.  
Human are one species that has spread over all the earth.  As some have 
said, there is only one race, the human race.

This relationship extends even to other animals and to plants.  Scientists 
have found that we share some genetic materials and similarity with oth-
er living things.

Francis of Assisi spoke of animals and plants as our brothers and sisters.  
Francis was a poet and a mystic.  He believed that God creates all of us.  
Thus, we form a family with God as our Father.

Plants provide us with oxygen.  Plants and animals provide us with food.  
Because we are biologically similar to them in some respects, our bodies 
can use the nutrients that plants and animals provide.

God has so marvelously made the world that all of life is related and inter-
connected.  This is one reason to care for the earth, our common home.

Awareness of our relatedness and similarity can lead us to grow in com-
passion and respect for others.  We are family.  We are brothers and sis-
ters.  Like Francis, I can even think of animals and plants as my little broth-
ers and sisters.  God is Father to us all, creator of us all.

The Keys...
The nurse approached him, smiling. “The labor is going great,” she said. 
“Wouldn’t you like to come in?” “Oh, no.” The man shook his head.

The nurse returned to the mother’s side, and the labor progressed 
smoothly. As the birth neared, the nurse returned to the man, now 
pacing frantically in the hall. “She’s doing so well,” she assured him. 
“Wouldn’t you like to at least come in and see her?”

The man seemed to hesitate slightly, then shook his head again. “No, 
no, I couldn’t do that.” He jingled car keys in his sweaty palm and re-
sumed his pacing. The nurse went back into the room and coached 
Mom’s valiant efforts in pushing the baby into the world. As the baby’s 
head began to exit the birth canal, the nurse raced to the hall, grabbed 
the man by his elbow and dragged him to the bedside, saying, “You 
have got to see this!”

At that very moment, the baby boy was born and placed on the tummy 
of his mother, whose radiant smile shone through her tears. The man 
began to cry openly. Turning to the nurse, he sobbed, “You were right! 
This is the greatest moment in my life!”

By now, the nurse, too, was tearful. She put her arm around him, and 
he rested his head on her shoulder. She soothed, “No one should miss 
the birth of their son.” “This isn’t my son,” the man blubbered. “This 
isn’t even my wife. I’ve never seen her before in my life. I was just bring-
ing the car keys to my buddy across the hall!”
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BACK TO SCHOOL
MESSAGE

From
Natchitoches
City Marshal

Randy Williams
and Staff

373 Second St.
Natchitoches, LA 

71457

(318-357-1129

My staff and I hope you and your family had a fun and 
relaxing summer vacation. It is our hope that this school 
year will be full of successful experiences for all students. 

Strzok: Poster 
Boy for 
Obstruction of 
Justice
by Dennis Coleman

In today’s world of Cyber technology and 
E-commerce it is very common for com-
munications to passed or transmitted up 
and down the corporate ladder. Most 
if not all corporations have a protocol 
for such exchanges which lays out what 
can and cannot be transmitted. As it was “explained’’ to me, “Never put 
something in a text or an email that you would not want read back to you 
in court.” I got that. Apparently, Strzok only uses this in the daytime. He 
did draft his boss Comey’s statement regarding the criminality of Hillary 
Clinton’s emails, and he chose to change some of the wording in Comey’s 
draft describing her email from “grossly negligent”, which could be a crim-
inal offense, to “extremely careless.”

Now it seems that ‘late at night’ when one may be tired, some in the 
high levels of our government do not adhere to known protocols. Despite 
knowing the power of words, Strzok and his former lover Lisa Page made 
it very clear of their disdain for Donald Trump exhibiting bias. That’s what 
caused Stzrok to be removed by Mueller from his investigation of ‘Russian 
Collusion.’

Strzok’s texts made it crystal clear 
that Strzok and Page despised 
Donald Trump and wanted Hillary 
Clinton to defeat him in the 2016 
presidential election. In one text 
exchange, Page wrote to Strzok 
about Trump: “He’s not ever go-
ing to become president, right? 
Right?!” Strzok replied: “No. No he 
won’t. We’ll stop it.”

Strzok also said in a text that there was an unspecified “insurance policy” 
that would keep Trump out of the White House.  (hmm, must have been 
written by the now defunct Champion Insurance Company. They were 
known for not paying claims.)

Strzok admitted at Thursday’s hearing that he “detested” Trump. Howev-
er, he insisted vehemently and repeatedly that his personal political views 
had absolutely no impact on his conduct at the FBI in the investigations 
involving either the Trump campaign or Clinton. He said he had taken no 
improper action regarding either probe. These claims are unbelievable 
and contradicted by the facts regarding Strzok’s conduct.

At the end of the day there was neither a ‘smoking gun’ nor a famous ‘Per-
ry Mason moment.’ All that was said was not new and since Strzok hasn’t 
been fired, yet, he could not disclose any as yet unknown material facts 
as the investigation is still ongoing. Not to mention that there was an FBI 
agent sitting behind him to make sure that didn’t happen. For all the heat 
there was little light. Strzok endeared himself to Democrats and liberals 
and laid the groundwork for his book after he is fired or steps down from 
the FBI, and he was able to school his former lover so her ‘answers’ would 
match his.  Most should be disappointed in the results of the congressio-
nal hearing; each side got a few sound bites and for those who enjoy The 
Peoples Court it was a riot.

Vote and Elect
Celeste O’Con
Village of Robeline 

Council Member

Committed to the Community
Dedicated to Progress

Honesty - Integrity - Compassion

November 6, 2018

Paid Political Announcement
Paid for by Celeste O’Con

VOTE
& 

ELECT
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Black History 
Quiz Game (Yeah, 
I know it’s not 
Black History 
Month yet.)
by Edwin Crayton

Who says you have to wait until February to celebrate black history any-
way? Exactly. This monthly black history column was created to explore 
the triumphs and challenges of African Americans on a somewhat more 
daily basis.  That also means if you’ve been reading this column, you 
should be able to answer one or two of the following questions correctly. 
So close any history books around you and give it a shot.  It’s my hope 
that you might learn something new and hopefully, will have a bit of fun 
or become enlightened in some way by the information you will take 
away. Um, the answers are at the end---no peeking, please.  Be warned: 
the questions tend to get harder as you progress through this thing. Al-
right, game time!

1. This black inventor invented the modern traffic light. What was his 
name?

2. African American children contributed much to the Civil Rights Move-
ment. Which of these little girls integrated the New Orleans School Sys-
tem at age six---and when she did, according to history, all the white kids 
walked out and she was the only one in class except for her teacher, a 
brave woman who taught her despite the controversy.  Was this child 
Linda Brown or Ruby Bridges?

3. This black inventor is credited with inventing the modern gas mask. 
Who is he?

4. Name the talented black player who broke the color barrier in profes-
sional baseball. What team did he play for?

5. Who was the brave white executive who signed this first black Major 
League player? What year did this happen: 1946, 1947, or 1950?

6. True or false. Louisiana once had a black governor (Remember Bobby 
Jindal, though dark in complexion is not black. His folks came from India.

7. In what city did African Americans organize and hold the first bus boy-
cott? (Hint: Rosa Parks had nothing to do with it.)

8. What happened one Sunday morning in September 1963 at the Six-
teenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama that inspired peo-
ple nationwide to join the Civil Rights Movement?

9. Name the African American doctor whose pioneering work with blood 
storage led to creation of the first large scale blood bank.

10. In the Bible, an African official asked Philip to help him understand 
Scripture? Their conversation makes the point that everyone needs some-
one else to help him or her understand the Bible---making the case for 
why Christians should evangelize. What country in Africa was he from?  
What Book and chapter does this occur?

11. Name the first African American coach to win an NBA championship. 
What year?

12. Name the first African American coach to win a Super Bowl Champi-
onship.

13. In 1944 this young black woman was raped by six white men as she 
left church. But it was the era of segregation when blacks had almost no 
rights. So even though one of the men confessed an all -white jury refused 
to indict the men and it never went to trial. The incident is considered 
one of the catalysts for the Civil Rights Movement. However, The New 
York Times reported that in 2011 the State Legislature of Alabama apolo-
gized, calling the unjust treatment of the woman “repugnant”. What was 
the victim’s name? Was it Rosa Parks? Mamie Till or Recy Taylor?

14. Who was the second black coach to win an NBA championship? Hint: 
his team was the Golden State Warriors.

15. Which President sent in federal troops to escort 9 black high school 

CONTACT US

Around The Town
Tommy O’Con

PO Box 187 • Robeline, LA 71469

318-471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

www.aroundthetownonline.com

students into school in Little Rock, after Governor Orval Faubus refused 
to admit them and used the Arkansas National Guard to keep them out?

16. What is the name of the founder of BET (Black Entertainment Televi-
sion)? What year was it launched? Was it 1978, 1980 or 1981?

17. This hot current African American movie is the third highest-grossing 
movie in movie history. What is the name of the hit film?

18. Who was the first black person to win a Pulitzer Prize? Hint: it was a 
woman.

19. According to Christianity Today, Dr. Martin Luther King is quoted as 
saying “Were it not for my good friend (name), my work in the civil rights 
movement would not have been successful as it has been.” That’s some 
compliment. Name the person he was talking about.

20. Most people know Hattie McDaniel was the first black person to win 
an Oscar. She won for her role in the brilliant 1939 blockbuster classic 
“Gone with the Wind”.  But who was the second black woman to win an 
Oscar? What year?

Answers: 
1. Garrett Morgan 
2. A tiny elementary school girl Ruby Bridges integrated the New Orle-

ans schools. Crowds outside the school shouted at and threatened 
her brutally. A psychiatrist who examined proved although it dam-
aged her emotionally temporarily, little Ruby’s Christian faith allowed 
her not to hate her attackers. Some of the people who yelled at Ruby 
later had a change of heart and accepted her and racial integration. 
Praise God! 

3. Garrett Morgan again!  
4. Jackie Robinson played for the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
5. Branch Rickey signed Robinson in 1947 to play for Brooklyn. 
6. True. Louisiana’s was the first state in the Union to have a black gov-

ernor. His name was PBS Pinchback and it was in 1872 during Recon-
struction. He was Lieutenant  Governor and stepped in after Governor 
Henry Warmouth was impeached.  

7. The first Bus Boycott of the Civil Rights Movement was held in 1953 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and it served as the model for the Mont-
gomery, Alabama Bus Boycott. Dr. King and other leaders studied the 
Baton Rouge Movement.  

8. A racist bombed the 16th Street Baptist Church killing four little black 
girls who were studying in Sunday School. 

9. Dr. Charles Drew 
10.  Ethiopia was his native land. The story appears in Acts, chapter eight.
11. Bill Russell was coach of the Celtics. In 1968 he led his team to the title 

and became the first black coach to win a championship in the NBA. 
By the way, Russell was once a legendary player too. 

12. In 2007 Tony Dungy was coach of the Super Bowl winning Indianapolis 
Colts. 

13. Recy Taylor was the woman, but Rosa Parks investigated the crime. 
14. Al Attles was the winning coach and led the Warriors to the title in 

1975. 
15. Dwight Eisenhower. 
16. Bob Johnson founded BET and it launched in 1980. 
17. Black Panther 
18. In 1950, Poet Gwendolyn Brooks won for a collection of poems called 

“Annie Allen”. 
19. Dr. King was talking about Billy Graham who he considered a good 

friend. 
20. In 1991, Comic Whoopi Goldberg became the second African Amer-

ican woman to win an Academy Award. She won for best supporting 
actress for her role in the movie “Ghost”.

“Let Justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an_______ 
stream”.
-Amos 5:24(look it up)
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A True 
Natchitoches 
Ambassador
by Junior Johnson

“I Love Natchitoches”. 

Sound familiar?  We have been Blessed with 
good men to perform the duties of Mayor 
through the years.  Joe Sampite was one of 
them and it was he that coined this phrase.

He had little stickers with “I    Natchitoches” on them and would pass 
them out everywhere he went.  It is rumored, and probably true that on 
a goodwill trip to Washington one time, when he would shake hands with 
a politician he would leave a sticker in theirs.

I saw a picture of Mayor Joe and Ingrid Croce, the wife of Jim Croce who 
died in a tragic plane crash after a performance in Prather Coliseum, in 
her restaurant “Croces” located in Beautiful San Diego.  He was present-
ing her with “Keys To The City” when she came down for a Memorial 
Dedication by the City in Honor of her late husband.

Many people through the years have had an impact on our City, but none 
more than Mayor Joe.  He was the driving force behind getting “Steel 
Magnolias” filmed here.  Although years before,  John Wayne starred in 
“Horse Soldiers”, also filmed here, but it is the mention of “Steel Magno-
lias” that brings Natchitoches to mind on a National Level.  

Mayor Joe was passionate about His City and had several of his visions 
implemented after his untimely death.

NEVER would I compare myself with Mayor Joe; however, we do have two 
things in common.

We were both born and raised in Cloutierville and loved our Hometown 
dearly , and WE BOTH LOVE NATCHITOCHES

Saint John the Baptist 
Welcomes New Pastor

Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church 
in Many welcomes its new pastor, Fr. 
Francis Ngumi Kamau who was re-
cently transferred from Saint Mary of 
the Pines Catholic Church in Shreve-
port to serve as pastor of Saint John 
the Baptist.

Rev. Kamau is a co-founding mem-
ber of the Franciscan Missionaries 
of Hope (Lyke Community).  He was 
born, raised Catholic, and schooled in his native country of Kenya until he 
left home to go to the Seminary, thirty-two years ago.  He was ordained a 
priest 18 years ago on August 12th.
The third born of ten children,  six boys and four girls, both of Rev. Kam-
au’s  parents, Lawrence Kamau, 92 years old and Mary Kamau, 84 years 
old, reside in Kenya.

He has been superior general of his congregation, has trained young men 
who joined the congregation, and has been pastor in two parishes for the 
last 15 ½ years, both in America—St Mary of the Pines and Sacred Heart, 
8 ½ years, and Kenya, 7 years.

His hobbies include dancing, watching movies, swimming and fishing.  
Rev Francis Kamau is a trained substance abuse counselor.  He has lived in 
Shreveport for 11 years
.
Rev. Kamau is excited about his new position as pastor of Saint John the 
Baptist and Saint Terence.  He is eager to meet and know each and every-
one in Many and in the Sabine Parish area.

Business Cards
Stationery 

 Post Cards
Stickers • Banners

Raffle/Event Tickets
Invitations

Political Items
Posters • Flyers
Door Hangers

Passport Photos
Laminating

Much More!

(Copy & Fax Available)

24142 Hwy 191, Zwolle, LA 71486
(located in the Derksen Portable Building Lot)

(office) 318-645-7673
(cell) 318-461-7882

(fax) 318-645-7670

Let us be
Your One-Stop

Print Shop!

We can design
your project for you
or use your photo-ready design!

Bar R Design & Printing

DID YOU KNOW???
In total twelve people have walked on the Moon. 
Besides Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin – who were 
the first two astronauts to leave their boot prints on 
the Moon — there were also Pete Conrad, Alan Bean, 
Alan Shepard, Edgar Mitchell, David Scott, James Ir-
win, John Young, Charles Duke, Eugene Cernan, and 
Harrison Schmitt. Only four of the 12 Apollo moon-
walkers still alive today. Still living are Apollo 17’s Har-
rison “Jack” Schmitt; Apollo 11’s Buzz Aldrin; Apollo 15’s David Scott; and 
Apollo 16’s Charles Duke. All of the men are now in their 80s.
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We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, decor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, 
Lone Star feed, various seeds, 
dog, horse & cattle supplies, 
Bonnie Plants & Tops Plus dog 
food.

Caleb & Stacie Rivers, Owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, TRU

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS
Come and be a part of a growing church!

Children and their families are warmly welcomed!

MT. HOREB CHURCH
720 Farm Rd. 1 • San Augustine, TX 75972

(936) 488-9080

PASTORS DAVID & GIA BOYD
LOVE • ACCEPTANCE • FORGIVENESS

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. JOHN 10:10

Sunday School 10:00 AM • Morning Service 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 PM

Children’s Church (on Sunday) & Monthly Activities
Monthly Men & Women’s Fellowship Meetings

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

Blazin A’s Steak and Seafood
1949 Hwy 117 • Provencal, LA 71468

(318) 472-6999
Tuesday - Saturday    11AM - 8 PM

Owner: Charlene Womack
“Home of the Old-Fashioned Hamburgers”

Ribeyes • T-Bones • Sirloins • Seafood Platters

Daily Lunches • 11AM ‘til 2PM
All you can eat Catfish with Salad Bar

Thursday, Friday & Saturday • 5PM ‘till Closing
Free Salad Bar w/Entree - Dine In Only

Try our famous Taters: Bomb.com, Taco, Cajun & Chicken Fried

BOILED SHRIMP
Thursday, Friday & Saturday • 5PM - 8 PM

“Cheapest Prices Around” • Call 318-472-6999 for more info.

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek to pro-
vide the people of this area with news and information 
about the current events and happenings in the categories 
of dining, entertainment, sports and the arts, while pro-
viding a venue for retail and commercial establishments, 
as well as local artisans, non-profit and service organiza-
tions to present themselves to the public. We also strive 
to feature some of the rich history and culture this area is 
particularly known for. 



Lee Lee’s

Children’s
Boutique

Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA

Joy Impact Counseling Services, LLC
415 Bienville St., Suite 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-652-8140 (office)
318-521-8035 (fax)

Jimpact.llc@outlook.com (email)

Now Hiring!!!!
Licensed Clinical Social Worker-LCSW
Licensed Professional Counselor-LPC

Mental Heath Professional-MHP
Mental Health Specialist-MHS

YOU MAY SUBMIT RESUMES
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS OR
FAX NUMBER LISTED BELOW

rstewart.jic@outlook.com
318-521-8035

Tea Time
Antiques & Uniques 

2218 Port Arthur St. • Zwolle, LA 71486 • 318-645-8080

Antiques • Collectibles
Home Decor • Crosses • Candles

Bath & Spa Items
Jewelry • Chalk Paint

Wedding Rentals • Balloons & Gifts

You Name it, we can probably do it!

Thank you Sabine Parish for the love & support!
#ShopLocal
#SupportSmall Business
www.facebook.com/teatimeantiques

Owners Jason & Torrie Sepulvado

Hours
suN., moN. & tues. • closeD

WeD., tHurs. & fri. • 10:00 am - 5:00 Pm
saturDay • 10:00 am - 2:00 Pm

availaBle after Hours

@ (318) 315-1241
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COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets

Seafood • Steak Fingers
Hand Battered Onion Rings

Livers • Breast Filets
Much, Much More

256-3953
105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Call In
Orders To Go

OPEN
Mon-Sat

10am-10pm
Sunday

10am-3pm

We offer sizes
up to

16’ x 50’

Free Delivery
&

Set up Included

You can customize any building to suit. 
Come take a look and realize your dream!
We offer low maintenance exteriors and a
brand new flooring system in the country’s 

leading PORTABLE BUILDINGS!!

24142 HWY 191, ZWOLLE, LA 71486
Located 4 miles south of Zwolle; 6 miles north of T-Town

318-645-7673 • 318-645-7670 (fax)

Open 7 Days for Your Convenience
Mon-Sat: 8AM-6PM      Sun: 10AM-4PM

How about a NEW
GARDEN SHED

for your pool or camp?
It’s a great building to

for outdoor items or to use 
as a pool changing room!

Check out the rest, then come back to the BEST!



We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

More to Expect

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”
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318.332.0398
Lindsey@lindseystw.com
www.lindseystw.com

Lindsey Warren
Two Star Director

Fleur de Lis Organization

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items
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Village of Robeline
“Progress in the Making”

Monthly Update

Mayor Bobby Behan and the Village Council continue to focus on making major improvements within the 
Village of Robeline. Recent improvements include cleaning the ditches on Laura and Elm streets. Bear Powell 
Enterprises performed the work.

Future plans include the resurfacing of the walking track located at the city park. The track was developed 
approximately 18 years ago and is in much need of repair. Expansion of the track is also being considered.
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LAND FOR SALE 
“Best Prices in Texas & Louisiana”

LAND... LAND... LAND
Marlin Britt, Owner

936-212-6217
Chicken Fertilizer For Sale - Will Haul & Spread

TURTLE BEACH
(TOLEDO BEND)

160 Acres 
(will divide & finance)

TEXAS 
HWY 103
181 Acres 

(will divide & finance)

FLORIEN, LA
Rocky Ridge Rd

64 Acres + House
Can buy 2 Acres + House

(will divide & finance)

NEWTON CO
TEXAS

(scrappin’ valley
Hwy 87)

20 Mi. South
of Hemphill, TX

1600 Acres
(will divide

no financing)

LA HWY 6
10 Acres

(Across from BJ’s Grocery)
NO FINANCING

TEXAS 
HWY 103 &

TEXAS 
HWY 96
7.75 Acres
(great place

for a business!
will finance

TENAHA TEXAS
163 acres 

(will divide  & finance)

ANACOCO, LA
48 acres 

(will divide  & finance)
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IN THE GARDEN
by Corky Bruce

In August, in Louisiana! Not much to do, right? 
Wrong! August is usually the hottest and driest 
month in our area. The days are long and the 
nights are short and hot. This does not leave 
much time for your perennials to recover from 
the stress of the day. Most have bloomed out 
and are sad. This is a great time to rejuvenate 
your perennial garden. Most flowering peren-
nials show off their best with cooler nights so 
when the summer heat arrives, they will go 
“dormant” to conserve energy. If you cut them 
back now they will have time to recover, push 
new growth and be ready to give you a flush of 
new color in a few weeks when the days get shorter and the nights get 
longer and cooler. Even if they do not bloom, they will have healthier fo-
liage and will have received the rest they need to take them into the fall.
Remember to protect yourself as well. Garden early in the morning and 
drink plenty of water. You can accomplish quite a bit in 30 minutes to an 
hour. Do not overwhelm yourself by trying to do it all in one day. Pace 
yourself two or three mornings a week.

The three pictures below show an Agastache plant which has finished 
blooming and needs to be deadheaded (removing the spent flowers). 
Next is a picture of the same plant after I cut it back. Finally what the plant 
will look like after it rebounds from a “haircut.” Notice the new flower 
spikes. After being cut back, the plant had no blooms to consume energy 
meaning that all the energy went back into the plant to rejuvenate itself. 
Look how happy it is after its “vacation.”

If you have any questions about dead heading or rejuvenation pruning 
come to Natural Springs Garden Center. Any of us can help you with this.
Remember, find your happiness where you planted it!
Corky Bruce is the owner of Natural Springs Garden Center located at 
4243 Highway 6 in Natchitoches.. For more info call 318-354-9385.

(Editors Note: Around The Town is excited to welcome Corky Bruce to 
our list of monthly contributors. We know you will enjoy her monthly col-
umns that will provide great information when you are In The Garden.)

   Corky Bruce, Owner
   Natural Springs  
   Garden Center

Agastache plant which has finished 
blooming and needs to be deadheaded 
(removing the spent flowers).

Here is a picture of the same plant after I 
cut it back.

Finally what the plant will look like after it 
rebounds from a “haircut.”

We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, decor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, 
Lone Star feed, various seeds, 
dog, horse & cattle supplies, 
Bonnie Plants & Tops Plus dog 
food.

Caleb & Stacie Rivers, Owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Continental Breakfast
Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700
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Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $12.00 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer 
is assistant pastor at
Rock Island Baptist 

Church, Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place your orDers NoW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
          Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2018

mccartplumbing@yahoo.com

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

FRIDAY - SUNDAY • 9 to 5
Indoor Shopping

VENDORS WELCOME

Hand-Made Items

Yard Art

Pottery

Tools

Fishing Supplies

Antiques

Collectibles

Glassware

Jewelry

Signs

Used Furniture

Kitchenware

Sewing Notions

Bed Sheets

Garage Sale Items

and MORE!

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT LOCATION FOR GARAGE SALES

CALL 409-625-1606

McCart Plumbing, LLC
Statewide Licensed and Fully Insured

Mike McCart
LMP 1202

318-238-3838 Office
318-332-4489 Cell

Backflow Installation and Testing

2270 Highway 6 East
Natchitoches, LA 71457

mccartplumbing@yahoo.com

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation
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Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, 
Pasta, Burgers

Something for Everyone!

650 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503
Open 7 Days

Mon-Thur • 11am-9pm     Fri & Sat • 11am-10pm    Sun • 11am-4pm

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

ON
SATURDAY
NIGHTS!

DAILY
LUNCH

SPECIALS

RESTAURANT

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-attach 
       6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Get Peace of Mind
today for a more secure

TOMORROW!
Final Expense Insurance provide an affordable and

convenient way to manage finances for the end of life.
• Whole Life Insurance
• Affordable rates that can NEVER be increased
• Benefits that can NEVER be reduced
• Choose the benefit you need - up to $35,000
• Simple application with no medical exam
• Protection that can NEVER be cancelled
• IMMEDIATE benefits from the very first day
• Don’t leave a financial burden on your loved ones
• This Final Expense Funeral Plan will provide the needed 

funds for your final expenses

The average funeral costs between 
$8,000 and $10,000

Are you prepared? Final Expense Insurance provides you and your family 
with a cash burial program of permanent life insurance.

I work with multiple insurance
companies and will work for YOU!

Call today for
a free quote:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

• Premium payable: EFT, Direct Monthly Bill or Debit/Credit Card 
• Payable Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually or Annually
• Select first billing month - Select billing day or billing week
• Draft upon approval
• Does proposed insured receive Social Security, Social Security Disability, SSI, 

VA Retirement and/or VA Disability

Hillside AntiquesHillside Antiques
Antiques, VintAge And unique items

Open Thurs-Sat • 9AM-5PM

Facebook: Hillside Antiques Robeline
hillsideantiquesrobeline@gmail.com

318-581-6489 9222 Texas Hwy
Robeline, LA 71489

Summer Concert Series
Every Saturday Night • 6pm to 9pm

650 San Antonio Ave, Downtown Many

Great Food • Great Music
Great Friends • Great Time!

August 4 • Buster Jordan Project
August 11 • Uptown Jazz
August 18 • The Turn Ups

August 25 • The Playmates

Lunch SpeciaLS
Monday • MeatLoaf

with Homemade Mashed Potatoes
tueSday • haMburger Steak

with Homemade Mashed Potatoes
WedneSday • beef tipS & rice

thurSday • chicken & duMpLinS

friday • pot roaSt



Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Finest Memorials Since 1965 • Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

Upcoming Classes
For 14 Hours of Instruction

August 4, September 8 

For 38 Hours of Instruction
 August 2, 8 & 25
September 1 & 3

October 19, 20, 22 & 23

Please call 
318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We haave opened 
our new offic and classroom at 317 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door 
to Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up 
for available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044

Personal Auto, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs,
SR22 & Mobile Homes

All Commercial Lines & Homeowners

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency
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SCHOOL 
WILL SOON 

BE STARTING
REMEMBER TO

• Watch out for children 
when driving

• Obey school zone speed limits
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552

S
H
O
P

L
O
C
A
L
L
Y

Serving the community for 47 years

Mike Morris
(318) 256-5634
morris_furniture@hotmail.com

268 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

morrisfurniturela.com

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

moN-sat • 81m-10Pm
suN • 8am-2Pm

terry & Pam teDDer

oWNers (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER

LeChic Salon/Barber
99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA

318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

C R Wood Insurance Agcy Inc
Buddy Wood, Agent

125 Fisher Road
Many, LA 71449-0826
Bus 318-256-3890   Fax 318-256-2784
buddy.wood.b276@statefarm.com

NMLS #139716  NMLS MLO #324240   MLO License #324240

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Qualifying
Member

®

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by rick Zelle

from tHe World’s most beautiful
and expensive Woods

604 keyser avenue
natcHitocHes, la 71457 318-354-7772

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

GQ Fashions
339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 352-8216

Bow Ties & Solid Ties (any color)

Dress Shirts & Vests
Men’s & Boy’s Suits

“If we don’t have what you need - we can order it”

hours
Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm

Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

 

3285 Old Sabine Town Rd., Hemphill, TX 75948 

Dine-In & Catering Available 
Charles & Barbara Weaver (Owners) 

Larry Weaver (Manager) 
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THE CAJUN COOK

REDNECK LOGIC
by Bo Walker

“People are downright rude and nosy these days. I’ve 
been asked WHY I don’t 
use my blinkers when I get 
ready to turn left or right 
on a street.  Well, I KNOW 
WHERE I’M GOING and 
IT’S NONE OF THEIR BUSI-
NESS”.

Logo by Junior Johnson

Cajun Shrimp Foil Packets
You will love grilling up these Cajun Shrimp Foil Pack-
ets.  The Cajun flavors give the shrimp, sausage and 
corn so much flavor, and there is NO MESS!

8-12 pieces corn on the cob, 4 full cobs cut in half or in thirds
4 red potatoes, washed and cubed
20-30 uncooked shrimp, peeled or not, it’s up to you
1 pound smoked sausage, cut into chunks
melted butter, or olive oil, to taste
1/2 cup chicken broth, you may not need that much
Cajun/Creole seasoning, we like to use Tony Chachere’s brand, to taste
salt and pepper, to taste

More ingredients to try in a foil packet (optional, and to your taste)
sausage of any type
chicken (cut in bite size pieces)
pork strips
bell peppers
mushrooms
red onions
celery
carrots

Heat grill to 400-degrees.  You can do this in your oven at the same tem-
perature.
Evenly distribute corn, potatoes, shrimp, and sausage between 4 
heavy-duty foil sheets (approximately 12x18 inches each).

Drizzle melted butter and about 2 tablespoons chicken broth over each 
foil packet.

Season evenly and generously, to taste, with Cajun seasoning, salt, and 
pepper.
Tightly seal foil packets by folding up the sides over the contents and 
tightly folding up the ends over the seam.

Grill 30-40 minutes or until potatoes are tender, flipping once half-way 
through
Be careful opening the packets to check for doneness, the steam inside is 
VERY hot!

Recipe Notes
Some people have found that their potatoes don’t get cooked. Some of 
our readers have recommended boiling or microwaving the potatoes for 
a minute or two before adding to the packets. We haven’t had a problem 
with the potatoes being under done, but this is definitely an option for 
those of you who are concerned about it.  Another option would be to cut 
the potatoes smaller so they cook faster.
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The
CAPTAIN’S GALLEY

RESTAURANT
1567 Caribbean Dr, Florien, LA 71429

Boat Launch
RV Park
Cabin Rentals
Live Bait
Ice

318-565-9801
Full Service Restaurant

Breakfast • Lunch •Dinner
Seafood • Steaks • Hamburgers

Sandwiches

Call-In Orders Welcome
Complimentary Fresh Fried Pork Skins

Mon & Tues - Closed
Wednesday - 7am-8pm
Thu & fri - 7am-9pm
Saturday - 7am-8pm
Sunday - 7am-4pm

The Captain’s Galley Restaurant
Pirates Cove

email:
captainsgalleypc@gmail.com

NOW OPEN!



Project 
Sunshine:  
Sharing 
Sunflowers, 
Cultivating 
Friendships
“Keep your face to the sunshine and 
you cannot see the shadow. It’s what 
sunflowers do.” ―    Helen Keller

Those traveling to North Toledo State Park or to the Ebarb community on 
Highway 3229 can’t help but notice Chester’s Package and Liquor Store, 
located in a quaint, country setting. Even more noticeable are the beau-
tiful sunflower plants located in the front of the store. Ione Procell Durr 
and her husband, Chester, who own and run the store, often encounter 
people from all over who are amazed by the beautiful sunflower plants.

Ione shared with Around the Town that her love for sunflowers began 20 
years ago when a friend gave her sunflower seeds.  She planted those 
seeds and because the flowers grew so plentiful, she transplanted, har-
vested more seeds and began to share plants with others. “Sunflowers 
can lift a person’s spirits because they are bright, cheery and warm.  The 
yellow petals resemble the rays of the sun,” she added.

Out of town visitors who come to enjoy Toledo Bend stop by the store 
and are taken back by the beauty of the sunflower plants. Often, they 
take advantage of photo opportunities with the flowers. Ione has shared 
plants with people who are interested and even given them seeds to start 
their own plants.  She indicated that she has given seeds to people from 
New York, Texas and South Louisiana.  Sometimes those people send her 
pictures of the plants after the seeds have grown.  She encourages those 
whom she shares seeds with to do likewise and share their plants and 
seeds with others.

Ione shared that growing sunflowers plants begin the day with their 
heads facing east, turn west during the day and then turn back to the east 
at night.  She indicated that growing up, she heard that sunflowers are 
like the Mother of Jesus. Sunflowers “follow the sun” just like the Blessed 
Mother “followed her Son.”

Those who know Ione and her love for sunflowers often give her gifts of 
quilts, purses, pictures with sunflowers on them and other “sunflower 
gifts”.  Over the years, her collection has grown.

“Once, a friend of mine went to France, saw a sunflower field and know-
ing how much I like them, took a picture and sent it to me. The same thing 
happened when another friend saw a field in Rapides Parish”, she added.

Ione invites everyone to come by the store and enjoy the beau-
ty of her sunflowers!
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AUGUST 2018 SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON

IONE DURR
This month’s Personality 
Spotlight is on Ione Procell 
Durr, a native  of the Ebarb 
Community in Sabine Parish.  
Mrs. Durr and her husband, 
Chester, have been the own-
ers of Chester’s Grocery in 
Zwolle for over 30 years. 
 
A lifelong resident of Ebarb 
and a graduate of Ebarb 
High School, Ms. Durr attended Northwestern State 
University where she pursued a major in Criminal 
Justice.  She then worked in the civil department and 
as a dispatcher in the Sabine Parish Sheriff’s office for 
several years.

Active in the community, church and in the Choctaw 
Apache Tribe of Ebarb, Ms. Durr has worn several hats 
over the years.  She is a member of Saint Ann’s Catho-
lic Church in Ebarb where she faithfully volunteers for 
activities and events.  She has also served as a council 
member of the Choctaw Apache Tribe of Ebarb and 
remains active in tribal affairs such as coordinating the 
annual Art Fest and Tribal Bass Tournament.  She is a 
dedicated advocate of the tribe obtaining federal rec-
ognition.

In addition to growing and collecting sunflowers, Ms. 
Durr enjoys reading, sewing, quilting, watching the 
Dallas Cowboys and collecting antiques and research-
ing tribal and local history.  
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PLUmBing, LLc
o’Bannon

gLen o’Bannon, owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

Merle Norman Cosmetics Studio
940 San Antonio Avenue • Many, Louisiana

318-609-4360
Monday-Friday 10a.m.-5p.m. • Saturday 10a.m.-2p.m.

Yvonne’s Boutique on the Bayou
940 San Antonio Avenue
Many, Louisiana
318-609-4360

Bring this ad in for 40% discount. Boutique items only, some exclusions apply.

2348 Natchitoches Hwy Many LA  71449

Total Remodel  Great location
4 BD 3 BA 2800 Sq ft+/-  1.71 ac +/-

Listing Agent:  Ronald D. Brandon
318-471-5075

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated
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The Outpatient Medical Center Inc., School Based Health Clinic 
located inside of  L.P. Vaughn elementary school at 1500 Gold 
Street is beginning their second year. The School Based Health 
Clinic provides services to the staff  and students of  L.P. Vaughn 
and Natchitoches Junior High at Frankie Ray Jackson schools. 
The School Based Health Clinic is open Monday through Friday 
from 7:30am to 4:30pm during the school year. The staff  of  the 
School Based Health Clinic includes two medical assistants, a 
LPN, and a nurse practitioner. Services include: well-child exams, 
immunizations, flu vaccines, basic first aid, minor burns, simple 
lacerations, urinary tract infections and minor and acute illnesses 
and sports physicals.  The School Based Health Clinic does not 
take the place of  your primary care provider and you do not have 
to change your primary care provider to be seen in the clinic. To 
make an appointment or if  you have any questions please call 318-
238-7440. Our goal is to provide high quality, accessible health care 
to keep our children healthy and in school. We want each child to 
be successful in school and throughout life. 

School Based Health Clinics (SBHCs) provide quality, 
comprehensive health care services that help students succeed 
in school and life. They are located inside of  the school for easy 
accessibility and open during school hours. They are staffed 
by qualified health care professionals; and are focused on the 
prevention, early identification, and treatment of  medical and 

behavioral concerns that can interfere with a student’s learning. 
SBHCs provide culturally competent, developmentally appropriate, 
high quality services to students. To have a child seen in the 
SBHC, the parent need only return a signed parental consent form 
(available at the school) to the school with their child.

Outpatient Medical Center highly encourages school staff  
members to utilize the SBHC while at work in the school.  We 
accept most insurance and will bill your insurance for any 
services performed.  Staff  and students can rest assured that they 
are being cared for by the very best.  Outpatient Medical Center, 
Inc. is a Joint Commission Patient-Centered Medical Home Level 
II Quality Award recipient.  The School Based Health Center is 
funded in part by a Healthcare Access grant to Outpatient Medical 
Center from The Rapides Foundation.

Benefits of  School Based Health Clinics
• Reduces school absences
• Decreases missed days of  work for parents
• Helps students succeed in school
• Increases high school graduation rates
• Increases access to health care
• Promotes Nutrition and Activity
• Eliminates barriers to accessing medical, dental and 

behavioral health care among children and adolescents

EDUCATION IS 
THE FOUNDATION
Outpatient Medical Center Inc., School Based Health Clinic is celebrating two years

Meet our School Based Health Clinic Staff:
Mary Katherine Lancaster is the 
Family Nurse Practitioner for 
the School Based Health Clinic 
located inside of L.P. Vaughn 
elementary. She graduated 
with a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Nursing from LSUHSC School 
of Nursing in New Orleans, 
Louisiana and with a Master’s 
of Science in Nursing from 
Northwestern State University 
School of Nursing in Shreveport, 
Louisiana. She has over ten years 
of nursing experience and truly 
loves the nursing field.  She was 
born and raised in Natchitoches 
and currently resides here with 
her husband and three children.

Shelby Beaudoin 
graduated from Northwest 
Louisiana Technical 
College in Natchitoches, La 
in 2012. She has worked 
at NRMC on the Medical/
Surgical/Pediatric floor as 
well as the ER and OB unit 
for 3 years. Shelby worked 
at the NRMC Walk-In Clinic 
for 2 years. She has been 
with OMC since November 
of 2017

POSITIVE IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY
• Number of patients treated last year:  655

• Preventive care visits:  118
• Sick care visits:  415

• Number of vaccinations last year:  117
• Number of dental exams / cleanings last year: 122 

“Because, caring for you is what we do at Outpatient Medical Center, Inc.”

LEESVILLE
908 South 10th St.
Leesville, LA 71446

337-238-1274

NATCHITOCHES
1640 Breazeale Springs St.

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-352-9299

TALLULAH 
804 Beech St.

Tallulah, LA 71282
318-574-1453

OMC is dedicated to providing everyone with the highest quality healthcare possible. Because of that, we accept Medicare, Medicaid, Verity Health Plan, 
commercial insurance, and non-insurance patients. We also offer Certified Medicare Counseling through our SHIIP programs for any our of our Medicare 

patients who may have questions about their benefits and Substance Abuse Counseling for our patients who struggle with addiction. 

OMC is now accepting new patients and welcomes active duty, reserve, retired military Veterans and their families.

To learn more about OMC, Inc. visit our website at www.outpatientmedical.org

Katie Lovell is a Medical 
Assistant at the School 
Based Health Clinic. 
She graduated from 
Eastern College of Health 
Vocations and has been in 
the medical field for two 
years.

Mary Lancaster Shelby Beaudoin Katie Lovell
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Town of Zwolle 120th 
Anniversary Celebration 
Highlights
by Cody Bruce, MSN, RN , Historian

On June 9, 2018, Zwolle celebrated its 120th Anniversary with special 
guests from the Zwolle’s founding families. Mayor G.J. “Pie” Martinez 
gave a welcome message to the audience of about 100-150 attendees. 
Mrs. Becky Brandon Loupe served as the Mistress of Ceremony. The Boy 
and Girl Scouts of America led the Pledge of Allegiance, greeted guests, 
handed out programs and fans. Ms. Ieshia Cutright did a wonderful job 
singing the National Anthem as the American flag waved overhead. Mr. 
Greg Laroux of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church gave a special blessing. Hon-
ored guests included Zwolle Veterans and Community Leaders Assistant 
District Attorney Anna Garcie, Assistant District Attorney Ronald Brandon, 
District III Constable Kurt Sepulvado, Sabine Parish Superintendent of 
Schools Sarah Peace Ebarb, District III Justice of the Peace Mattie Laroux 
Sepulvado, Many Councilwoman Bobbie Jackson, and Noble Council-
woman Ann Montgomery.

Historian Cody Bruce gave highlights of Zwolle’s history and read the his-
torical plaques as they were unveiled. A special greeting from Mr. James 
Q. Salter, author of the town’s history book “Zwolle, Louisiana: Our Story” 
was read. Mrs. Linda Curtis-Sparks, Director of the Sabine Parish Tourist 
Commission announced future plans for the Zwolle Depot to become a 
local history museum.

Mrs. Monique Kuipers de Goeijen of Apeldoorn, Netherlands was an hon-
ored guest at the celebration. She is the great granddaughter of Jan de 
Goeijen, the Dutch railroad financier who named Zwolle after his birth-
place in the Netherlands. Mrs. Kuipers de Goeijen was hosted by the 
Martha Henderson family while staying in Zwolle, who gave her a tour of 
the Zwolle area, Toledo Bend Dam, and Natchitoches. Mayor G.J. “Pie” 
Martinez presented Mrs. Kuipers de Goeijen with a key to the city and 
made her an honorary citizen of Zwolle. She was also presented with a 
commemorative photo of the KCS Depot. Mrs. Kuipers de Goeijen com-
mented on her family’s love and connection to Zwolle. She graciously 
showered Zwolle residents with gifts from Holland including Dutch tulips, 
wooden shoes, and tea from the De Goeijen Coffee & Tea company. Mrs. 
Kuipers de Goeijen was treated to a game of golf by Chris Loupe and Pat 
Boudreaux at Cypress Bend Resort. They played in the rain until lightening 
threatened their safety.

Two bronze historical markers recounting Zwolle’s rich history were un-
veiled on both sides of the Zwolle KCS Depot and another in front of the 
Old Zwolle Jail located behind City Hall.
 
Descendants of the Teofilo “T.” Laroux, who donated more than 20 acres 
to the KCS for a depot and town to be built also attended the ceremony. 
Laroux’s grandchildren and great grandchildren unveiled the KCS Depot 
plaque. Councilwoman Martha R. Henderson presented with a commem-
orative photo of the Depot to the family. A special watercolor of Mr. T. 
Laroux was presented to his descendants by Cody Bruce.

Descendants of Longtime Zwolle Marshal Quinton Brandon were also 
in attendance. Mr. Brandon served as City Marshal for Zwolle for many 
years, his family helped finance the construction of a new jail, city hall, 
and police station, and he is largely credited as the “Man that Tamed 
Zwolle”. The family unveiled a bronze plaque of the old Zwolle jail located 
behind City Hall. The Brandon family were presented with commemora-
tive photos of the Old Zwolle Jail. Mrs. Becky Brandon Loupe, daughter 
of Quinton Brandon gave attendees a copy of the history book about her 
father, “Quinton Brandon: The Marshal Who Tamed Zwolle” by Robert 
Gentry, Patricia Brandon Martinez, and Catherine Vines Davis.

A reception was held in City Hall with refreshments provided by Sabine 
Parish Tourist Commission and Zwolle City Hall. District III Constable Kurt 
Sepulvado donated music and sound for the ceremony. Photography was 
donated by Ann Montgomery. Special thanks to Chris Loupe and the Ta-
male Fiesta Committee who helped set up the event, provided seating, 
fans, and water. Anniversary Committee Members who helped organize 
the event were G.J. “Pie” Martinez, Martha R. Henderson, Mary Lucille 
“Betty” Rivers, Cody Bruce, Linda Curtis-Sparks, and Robert and Laurie 
Gentry. Strong support was provided by Town Council Members Carolyn 
Cutright, Darlene Frazier, Martha R. Henderson, Rich Remedies, Allen Riv-
ers and Chief Daniel Thomas.

Bronze plaque of Early Zwolle Jail 
unveiled by the Quinton Brandon 
family.

Bronze plaque of Zwolle Rail-
road Depot unveiled by the Teo-
filo Laroux family.

Robert Gentry, Laurie Gentry, G. 
J. “Pie” Martinez, Carolyn Cu-
tright, Allen Rivers, Martha R. 
Henderson, Darlene Frazier, and 
Cody Bruce.

The Girl and Boy Scouts lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance, greeted 
guests, handed out programs, 
fans, and bottled water. Girl 
Scout Troop Leaders: Stephanie 
Remedies and Jennifer Marti-
nez. Boy Scout Troop Leader: 
Jonathon Williams.

Relatives of Teofilo Laroux: Tonia 
Bass, Bonnie Bass Self, Harold 
Laroux II and wife Susan Laroux, 
Raymond L. Ebarb, Virginia L. 
Malmay, and Robert Crooks

Chief of Police Daniel Thomas 
with family of Quinton Brandon: 
Chris Loupe, Todd Jones, Lorene 
Brandon Jones, Becky Brandon 
Loupe, Amy Loupe Petriello, Sur-
rina Brandon, Trey Brandon, and 
Calvin Jones.

The National Anthem was per-
formed by Ms. Ieshia Cutright, 
who did a wonderful job!

Councilwoman Martha R. Hen-
derson, Historian Cody Bruce, 
and Mrs. Monique Kuipers
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Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

Womack 
Tire & Auto
1949 Hwy 117 • Provencal, LA 71468

318-581-0594
• New & Used Tires
• Flat Fix
• Light Mechanical Work
• Lawn Mower Repair
• 24/7 Road Side Assis-

tance 
HOURS
Mon-Fri • 8am-6pm

Saturday • 8am-Noon

SHELBY BORDERS
Natchitoches Parish

School Board District 9

A Voice for the People
(includes faculty, students & family members)

Energetic • Hard Worker 
Dedicated • Committed

I humbly ask for your support

November 6, 2018
Paid Political Announcement

Paid for by Shelby Borders

&  ELECT

Business Cards
Stationery 

 Post Cards
Stickers • Banners

Raffle/Event Tickets
Invitations

Political Items
Posters • Flyers
Door Hangers

Passport Photos
Laminating

Much More!

(Copy & Fax Available)

24142 Hwy 191, Zwolle, LA 71486
(located in the Derksen Portable Building Lot)

(office) 318-645-7673
(cell) 318-461-7882

(fax) 318-645-7670

Let us be
Your One-Stop

Print Shop!

We can design
your project for you
or use your photo-ready design!

Bar R Design & Printing

DAILY DOSE OF HUMOR
Bookseller conducting a market survey asked a woman:

 “Which book has helped you most in your life?”
 The woman replied, “My husband’s check book!!”

 ******
 A prospective husband in a book store:

 “Do you have a book called ‘Husband – the Master of the House?’”
Sales girl: “Sir, fiction and comics are on the 1st floor!”

 ******
 Someone asked an old man:

 “Even after 70 years, you still call your wife – darling, honey, luv.  
What’s the secret?”

Old man: “I forgot her name and I’m scared to ask her.”
 ******

 Pharmacist to customer:
 “Sir, please understand, to buy an anti-depression pill you need a prop-
er prescription . Simply showing marriage certificate and wife’s picture 

is not enough!”
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST

Sixty-Two Students 
Participate in Robotics 
Camp

Northwestern State University’s Department of Engineering Technology 
completed four summer robotics camps targeted to beginners, interme-
diate and advanced students.  A total of 62 students participated.
 
During the camps, students learned basic electronics and how to assem-
ble and program robots.  All sessions were given safety tips and a tour of 
the department facilities and labs.  Examples from senior design projects 
related to radio-controlled devices were also demonstrated to partici-
pants. 
 
“The purpose of these camps is to engage students and attract them to 
STEM related fields,” said Dr. Jafar Al-Sharab, department head.  “Robots 
are a great STEM tool since they combine hardware and software com-
ponents.  The camp tries to enhance teamwork, problem solving, critical 
thinking, and presentation skills of participants.”
 
Students were asked to draw their future robot and summarize its tasks. 
At the end of the camp students did a short presentation regarding what 
they learned and shared what they would like to do in the future. Each 
student was presented with certificate of participation.  
 
Three NSU students from the ET department who are also members of 
the IEEE Chapter at NSU helped in leading different camp activities.
 
The annual robotics camps are sponsored by the ET Department at NSU 
and Natchitoches Chamber Education Fund.  For more information about 
Engineering Technology and STEM related activities, you may contact ET 
Department Head, Dr. Jafar F. Al-Sharab  at jafar@nsula.edu.

 

Youngsters in the beginner level Robotics Camp at NSU learned basic elec-
tronics and how to assemble and program robots.  Each student received 
a certificate at the conclusion of the week of activities. 

Yankowski Artwork 
Selected for National 
Exhibition
 

The Texarkana Regional Arts and Humanities Center announced its selec-
tion for their 30th Anniversary Art Competition and a piece by Michael 
Yankowski, professor of art at Northwestern State University, was selected 
from over 300 national entries. Juror Sean Fitzgibbons is the director of the 
Meadows Museum of Art at Centenary College, Shreveport.

 The work entitled “Eternity: Everything All At Once” is constructed of ma-
hogany. It features hand built metal spider lily flowers, a carved heron skull, 
and a variety of other fabricated components. Standing 43 inches tall, it 
expresses ideas about life, death and the eternal, Yankowski explained. The 
sculpture has been exhibited in the annual Northwestern State University 
Art Faculty Exhibition. Yankowski has exhibited in numerous national and 
international competitions. He is represented by Carol Robison Gallery in 
New Orleans. 

The exhibition will run thru Aug. 25th at Cabe Hall Regional Arts Center, 
321 4th Street, Texarkana, Texas.

NSU FIGHT SONG

Go, ye Demons, take the field
Northwestern Demons never yield

So fight Demons, win tonight
Victory is on our side

(Go, Fight, Win)

Purple and white shall ever reign
Filling the air with battle strain

So Demons forever stand
And fight for dear old Demonland!

HEY!
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST
Dawn Eubanks 
Named NSU 
Internal Auditor
“Internal audit isn’t necessarily the most 
adored job on campus,” said Dawn Eubanks. 
“I really want everyone to know this job is 
about helping and assisting.  The word au-
ditor scares people and I hope I can change 
that.”
 
Eubanks was named internal auditor at Northwestern State University af-
ter serving NSU for 20 years.  Her appointment is subject to approval from 
the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System. Eubanks 
holds a degree in accounting from Louisiana State University-Shreveport 
and began her career in the NSU Bursar’s Office in 1997.  She then worked 
in Financial Aid/Scholarships for 12 years, in Accounts Payable and most 
recently back in the Bursar’s office.
 
Internal audit is an independent service unit within the university with 
the mission of assisting administration in providing objective evaluations 
of departmental activities, recommendations for improvement and other 
information designed to promote an effective system of internal controls.
 
Some of the duties include executing an annual audit plan, examining ef-
fectiveness and recommending improvement of internal controls to safe-
guard university resources. 
 
“Internal audit is designed to add value and improve an organization’s 
operations,” Eubanks said. “It’s about solving problems, finding solutions 
and educating the NSU community.”
 
            Eubanks is married to Dustin Eubanks, a 20-year NSU employee who 
is the associate athletic director for compliance.  She has two daughters, 
Emilie, 23, an NSU graduate currently pursuing a master’s degree, and 
Taylor, 12, a student at NSU Middle Lab.
 
            “I love that NSU has allowed my family to be part of a community,” 
Eubanks said. “I love working here because we are offering students a 
better way of life.  I am looking forward to working with faculty and staff 
to achieve NSU’s goals.”

Alpha Lambda Delta wins 
Torch Award
Northwestern State University’s chapter of Alpha Lambda Delta Fresh-
man Honor Society was named recipient of the organization’s highest 
award, The Order of the Torch, for the most outstanding chapter of ALD 
in the nation.  There are 280 chapters nationwide and NSU was one of 
three to win this award.
 
The Order of the Torch is the annual award for the most outstanding 
chapters of Alpha Lambda Delta in the nation. Chapters submit a scrap-
book describing their activities during the past year.  The scrapbooks are 
then judged by a committee of National Council members, and the win-
ning chapters are presented with an award banner at a special ceremony. 
 
Mallory McConathy was the service chairman for the NSU chapter and 
was elected to serve as a member-at-large for the national council.  When 
her term is complete, she will have served on the national council from 
2016-19.
 
“This opportunity has allowed me broaden my horizons on how national 
organizations work and I have recently come to realize that my voice and 
opinion really matter,” McConathy said.  “I get to speak on behalf of every 
ALD student to make this experience better for them.”
 
“This year, our chapter had more than 40 opportunities to engage, serve 
and lead on campus by hosting, co-sponsoring or participating in events 
like the Sophomore Breakfast Club, Get Loud at the Library, First Tim-
ers at the WRAC and other programs,” said Reatha Cox, chapter advisor. 
“One of this group’s important goals is to serve the campus and the com-
munity.”
 
Cox credited chapter historian Kaelyn Musgrave of Cut Off for compiling 
the scrapbook, which documents the chapter’s service and contributions 
to university  and academic life. The online scrapbook can be viewed by 
visiting nationalald.org/torch and clicking on the NSU Order of the Torch 
link in the Recipients section.
 
Judging is based on chapter involvement, chapter communication, cam-
pus visibility and presentation. The other two 2018 recipients are Long-
wood University and the University of South Carolina.
 
The mission of Alpha Lambda Delta is to encourage superior academic 
achievement among students in their first year in institutions of higher 
education, to promote intelligent living and a continued high standard of 
learning, and to assist students in recognizing and developing meaningful 
goals for their roles in society.
 
“I am extremely proud to represent NSU through this experience because 
it has shaped my perspective on changing the situation to better the out-
come,” McConathy added. “I have grown a lot through this position and 
I have learned that no matter how small of a university you may come 
from competing large schools, NSU has prepared me to run with the best 
of the best.”
 
For more information on the organization, visit http://www.nationalald.
org.

About NSU
Northwestern State University was established in 1884 in the 
old Bullard Mansion atop a hill overlooking the bustling river 
port city of Natchitoches. The campus grew as the school ex-
panded from a two-year degree for teachers at Louisiana State 
Normal School to the four-year education degree at Louisiana 
Normal College in 1921. In 1944, the school became Northwest-
ern State College and Northwestern State University in 1970.

Today, over 130 years later, three columns remain of the orig-
inal structure on what is now called Normal Hill in a National 
Historic District. This location is the oldest continually occupied 
site for higher education in Louisiana. The campus expanded 
to the south and west as the school grew, and Northwestern 
State established satellite campuses in Shreveport, Alexandria 
and Fort Polk.
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NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
Come see the all  new 2018 JEEP WRANGLERS JK Models

all new 2019 RAM 1500 Models are here!!!

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!

$7,000 OFF
STOCK #J8020
2018 GRAND            
CHEROKEE 
LTD

$6,000 OFF
STOCK #D8036
2018 DODGE 
CHARGER

$6,000 OFF     
STOCK #J1496
2018 &2019 Jeep 
Cherokee
Latitude

Come See Our Huge Selection of Pre-Owned Inventory

“With These Prices, Stay In Town, No Need To Drive Anywhere!”
“Special Finance Rebates Included In All Pricing”

2018 RAM 1500
STOCK #R9016
$10,000 OFF!

Our Service is Second to None. 
Come check out our NEW Service Dept. !

NEW
OWNERSHIP

NEW
MANAGEMENT

COME SEE US TODAY

$12,000 OFF
STOCK #R8037
2018 RAM
1500

$4000 OFF
STOCK #D8045
2018 DODGE
CHALLENGER

$6,000 OFF
STOCK #D8058
2018 DODGE
JOURNEY

$7,000 OFF
STOCK #R8059
2018 RAM
3500
DUALLY

INVENTORY LEVELS
AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH!

EVERYTHING MUST GO!
NEW INVENTORY 
ARRIVING DAILY -

WE NEED THE ROOM


