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K. Coleman’s 
Transmissions - Family 
Owned and Operated
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

Have you been noticing something ‘not quite right’ with your vehicle? 
Maybe you’ve been hearing unusual noises and ‘whines’, or you’ve had 
some grinding or shimmying between gears, it could be as ‘simple’ as 
you’ve noticed a burning odor. It is quite possible you have brushed these 
things off as ‘no big deal’ when in fact; it could be a very serious problem. 
While there are other signs to a transmission that is having problems, 
these are some of the most common, and K. Coleman’s Transmissions in 
Natchitoches can help you 
with it all!  
If you drive your car long 
enough, it will need trans-
mission repair at some 
point. Whether this means 
the transmission needs to 
be serviced, rebuilt or re-
placed may depend on how 
long the car has been driv-
en with transmission issues, 
and how much damage has 
been done. The sooner you take your vehicle to K. Coleman’s Transmis-
sions to be checked, the greater your chances will be of avoiding the 
expense of a full rebuild!
Kelly Coleman’s dad opened the doors to the business in 1975 and in 
1976, they moved into the building they currently occupy. Kelly worked 
alongside his dad; learning the trade of transmission work. In 2007, Kelly 
took over the business when his dad retired. For the last five years, Kel-
ly’s son Spencer has been working alongside him and Kelly has had the 
same opportunity his dad took years ago – teaching Spencer the family 
business!
It is right in their name – K. Coleman’s Transmissions does just that: 
transmissions. That is the only thing their business focuses on. They ser-
vices most types of automatic and standard transmissions. In most cas-
es, they offer free diagnostics to pinpoint the exact problem. One thing 
they take pride in is they are affordable; cheaper than the competition. 
What is unique for their pricing is what you pay is based on what the 
Natchitoches area pay scale is. K. Coleman’s Transmissions also offers 
free quick maintenance checks, and can also check your fluid levels. 
There’s no appointment needed to take your vehicle in; so don’t ignore 
those warning signs your vehicle is giving you – drop by and see them!
K. Coleman’s Transmissions is located at 1975 Highway 6 in Natchitoches. 
They are open Monday–Friday from 8:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M. You can always 
give them a call at 318–357–1459.

DEX Seamless Gutters - 
Now Servicing All of 
Louisiana
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

Dex Enterprises is a family 
owned business located in Ana-
coco that proudly serves all of 
Louisiana. They strive to insure 
each homeowner is 100% sat-
isfied; customer satisfaction is 
their main focus! Dex Enterpris-
es welcomes the opportunity to 
earn your trust and deliver you the best service in the industry! They 
are fully licensed and insured, and they provide free estimates for any 
job you might want done. Dex Enterprises offers many services for your 
home or business. No job is too big or small to provide you with custom 
seamless gutters. They also offer sunrooms, screen porch enclosures, hi-
tech carports, patios, awnings, and Jet shade systems.

If you are looking for a carport – they have you covered! Dex Enterprises 
offers a stylish solution to covering one of your most expensive assets: 
your automobile. Their modern carports are used but not limited to res-
idential and non-residential settings, including homes, shopping malls, 
car dealerships, apartment parking lots, airports, hospitals, hotels, police 
stations, golf courses, schools, paid parking lots, condos, and car wash 
stations. The carports are made from materials of the highest quality; 
The frames themselves are meticulously put together with stainless steel 
hardware. They are built tough to withstand high winds, hail, heavy rain, 
and more from the harsh Louisiana environments and weather condi-
tions.

Hi-tech modern awnings truly meet form with function. The options 
available are weather resistant shelters that last and look great all year 
around! The Louisiana weather is no match for their sun and heat-block-
ing modern metal awnings. Not only are the panels heat-cut polycarbon-
ate, but the framework is made with the same aluminum alloy common-
ly reserved for aircrafts.

Transforming your home’s landscape or the landscape of your business, 
or any other property you own can be as simple as adding a few spe-
cial touches with borders and curbing. Concrete curbs and borders are 
a professionally installed, permanent, and attractive solution for any 
landscape. Concrete borders can also serve as weed and grass barriers 
by outlining plants and flowerbeds. Decorative concrete curbing can be 
installed around trees, sidewalks, flowerbeds – anywhere you like! The 
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Between a 
Rock and a 
Sandy Place
by Tommy Lewis

There was once a builder from Canada 
who developed a subdivision. It was a 
magnificent and very expensive com-
munity. The houses ranged from sever-
al hundred thousands to millions.  Only 
the elite and very wealthy people could 
live in these houses. It was one of the 
most beautiful sights on the outside that 
you have ever seen. The subdivision was 
finished at the beginning of the Summer. 
The houses sold very quickly. The people 
began to move in. Everything was going along just fine until the Winter 
came. During the Winter, the snow began to fall; the hard freeze began to 
set in; the rain began to fall. All of a sudden, one house collapsed … then 
another … then another. One by one the houses, without any explanation 
whatsoever, began to sink into the ground. They tried to figure it out, but 
there were no solutions.  They finally got a hold of the developer. Under 
pressure he finally admitted that he had taken the cheap way out of build-
ing a subdivision. What this builder had done was, rather than taking the 
time and money to prepare the sight and lay a foundation - he had built 
that entire subdivision on a garbage dump.

Matthew 7:24-27 KJV- “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his 
house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded 
upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon 
the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.”  
From the story at the beginning to the what Jesus said, you can see that 
foundations are extremely important.  If the foundation is messed up, then 
nothing else matters about the building.  It can be the sturdiest most beau-
tiful house, but if the foundation is bad, then it’s still going to fall.  Founda-
tion is everything!  

What would think if I told you, that you are the foundation that God wants 
to continue to build His Kingdom on?  What would think if I told you, that 
you are the key to revival in your school and your workplace?  God wants 
to use you to make a difference in this world for His Kingdom.  God wants 
to use you to spark a revival and outpouring unlike anything you’ve ever 
seen!  I want you to say out loud right now, it starts with me!  You are the 
foundation!  The question isn’t whether or not you are the foundation that 
God wants to build upon.  The question is what type of foundation are you- 
rock or sand?

There are two things that have to happen in your life to be a firm founda-
tion, a rock, and those two things are you must have a personal revelation 
of who God really is, and you must obey His Word.  Seems simple enough 
right?  We all still struggle with this, kids and adults alike.  Some people go 
their whole life not really knowing who God is, and some go their whole life 
constantly doing their own thing instead of following what God’s Word tells 
them to do.  

I have two examples from the Bible, one was a rock and one was sand.  One, 
God was able to build His Kingdom upon, and one the Kingdom fell.  God 
tried to build upon both people, but only one was a strong enough foun-
dation to sustain it.  One day Jesus asks His disciples who do men say that I 
am?  Look at what happened.  Matthew 16:13-19 NLT- “When Jesus came 
to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?  Well they replied, some say John the Baptist, 
some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.”  
So far the disciples response is what other people are saying about him, 
but Peter has a different answer.  Then he asked them, but who do you say 
I am?  Simon Peter answered, you are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.  Jesus replied, you are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father 
in heaven has revealed this to you.  You did not learn this from any human 
being.  Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means rock), and upon 
this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer 
it.  And I will give you the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Whatever you 
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   Tommy Lewis, Youth Pastor 
   The Life Church, Many, LA

forbid on earth will forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on 
earth will be permitted in heaven.  Notice Peter didn’t rely on what other 
people had said about Jesus to figure out who Jesus really was.  Peter said 
that Jesus was the Christ.  Peter right there in that moment had a person-
al revelation of who Jesus really was, and it changed him forever.  Once 
you really have a true revelation of who Jesus really is in your life, it will 
change your life forever.  Too many people this day and time rely on what 
other people say about Jesus than actually figuring it out for themselves.  
They rely on what their parents, grandparents, family, friends, pastors, 
and everyone else to tell them who Jesus is instead of really knowing for 
themselves.  Simon didn’t do that and because of that Jesus looked at him 
and changed his named to Peter, which literally means rock.  Jesus also 
told Peter upon this rock I will build my church.  You have to have a rev-
elation for yourself of who Jesus really is, and what that means for your 
personal life.  Knowing Jesus through someone else will never work.  Peo-
ple fall and mess up all the time.  What would that do to your relationship 
with God if its through others?  Knowing Jesus through someone else will 
always cause the foundation to be sand and fall.  

Saul in the Old Testament was the first king of Israel, and he was chosen 
by God over everyone else in the Kingdom.  It said that Saul was head 
and shoulders taller than everyone else and a very handsome man.  God 
chose him to build His Kingdom upon, but there was just one problem.  
Saul wasn’t a firm foundation.  Saul was sand.  Saul never really had a 
personal revelation of who God was.  All that Saul knew about God was 
through Samuel.  You don’t find many places in the Bible where it talks 
about Saul praying to God or reaching out for God, but you can find where 
Samuel was doing those things on Saul’s behalf.  Samuel prayed for Saul, 
Samuel sacrificed for Saul, and Samuel really knew who God was, but Saul 
did not.  That’s why Saul was a poor foundation.  That’s why Saul was 
sand.  He never really knew who God was.  So I ask you this question , 
do you really know who God is?  Or do you know God through someone 
else?  Has everything you know about God been told to you by someone 
else?  Have you had your personal revelation of who God is? Be like Peter 
and don’t rely on what other people say.  Figure it out for yourself.  God is 
literally an open book.  He wants you to get to know Him, and in exchange 
He wants to get to know you.  God’s biggest complaint on judgement day 
to many is depart from me I never knew you.  He can’t get to know you 
without you first having a revelation of who He really is.  

After having the personal revelation of who Jesus really was Peter still 
didn’t have it all figured out.  He messed up and denied Jesus three times.  
Peter could have easily quit after that but he didn’t.  Just because you 
mess up doesn’t mean you are not a firm foundation.  It’s what you do 
after you mess up that matters.  Jesus said the difference between a rock 
and the sand was this, that if you listen and obey His Word.  After Jesus 
had resurrected, He appeared one day on a beach as some of the disciples 
were fishing.  Jesus prepares breakfast for them all, and then he asks Peter 
a question.  John 21:15-17 NLT- “After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, 
Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?  Yes, Lord, Peter 
replied, you know I love you.  Then feed my lambs, Jesus told him.  Jesus 
repeated the question: Simon son of John, do you love me?  Yes, Lord, 
Peter said, you know I love you.  Then take care of sheep, Jesus said.  A 
third time he asked him, Simon son of John, do you love me?  Peter was 
hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time.  He said, Lord, you know 
everything.  You know that I love you.  Jesus said, Then feed my sheep.”  
Do you really think Jesus wasn’t sure if Peter loved him or was Jesus try-
ing to get a point across to Peter?  He was letting Peter know that his life 
was not about him, and that if Peter really loved Him, he would obey his 
Word.  John 14:15 NLT- “If you love me, obey my commandments.”  Peter 
obeyed God’s Word.  How do we know?  Who was the one who stood up 
and preached the message on the Day of Pentecost?  It was Peter!  Acts 
2:14 KJV- “But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, 
and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all that dwell at Jerusalem, 
be this known unto you, and hearken to my words.”  Peter help spark a 
revival that is still going on to this day.  All because he followed after God’s 
Word.  He was a firm foundation, a rock!
 
Saul on the hand was all about Saul.  Saul had the ability to be one of 
the greatest kings ever, but ended up a huge disappointment because 
he wouldn’t obey the Word of the Lord.  Samuel would give instruction 
for Saul from God, and Saul would do his own thing.  Saul did what Saul 
wanted to do, but one day God had enough.  Samuel told Saul that God 
wanted him to go and completely destroy the Amalekites- men, women, 
children, and animals (everything).  Instead Saul again does his own thing, 
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and he keeps all the best of everything and just captured the king instead 
of destroying everything like he was told.  God tells Samuel that he is sorry 
that he ever made Saul king.  Samuel asked why Saul disobeyed the Lord and 
look at what happened.  1 Samuel 15:20-26 NLT- “But I did obey the Lord, 
Saul insisted.  I carried out the mission he gave me. I brought back King 
Agag, but I destroyed everyone else.  Then my troops brought in the best 
of the sheep, goats, cattle, and plunder to sacrifice to the Lord your God in 
Gilgal.  But Samuel replied, what is more pleasing to the Lord: your burnt 
offerings and sacrifices or your obedience to his voice?  Listen!  Obedience 
is better than sacrifice, and submission is better than offering the fat of 
rams.  Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as wor-
shipping idols.  So because you have rejected the command of the Lord, 
he has rejected you as king.  Then Saul admitted to Samuel, Yes, I have 
sinned.  I have disobeyed your instructions and the Lord’s command, for I 
was afraid of the people and did what they demanded.  But now, please 
forgive my sin and come back with me so that I may worship the Lord.  But 
Samuel replied, I will not go back with you!  Since you have rejected the 
Lord’s command, he has rejected you as king of Israel.” Samuel tells Saul 
that the Lord has rejected him as king.  Saul’s Kingdom was taken away from 
him and given to a man after God’s own heart-David!  David is recognized as 
Israel greatest king!  Saul is recognized as a huge disappointment!  It all came 
down to two things.  Saul never had a personal revelation of who God was 
and he disobeyed God’s Word.  Saul was sand.  Peter was a rock!  Which one 
are you today?
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Between a Rock and a 
Sandy Place
(continued from page 2)
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General Abrams Visits 
Fort Polk in 1966
by Rickey Robertson 

 Since the Louisiana Maneuvers of 1941 Louisi-
ana has been visited by many famous military 
officers. During the Louisiana Maneuvers men 
such as George Patton, Mark Clark and Dwight 
Eisenhower are still well remembered. During 
the Vietnam War years another famous officer 
came and visited Fort Polk, La. in October 1966. 
His name was Creighton “Fighting Abe” Abrams 

 Creighton Abrams was born  September 15, 1814 in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts. He attended the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and 
graduated in 1936. One of his classmates was William C. Westmoreland. 
Upon graduating the military academy Lt. Abrams was assigned to the 
U.S. Cavalry. After serving in the cavalry, with the rank of captain, he was 
transferred into the newly formed 1st Armored Division in 1940. The 1st 
Armored trained continuously in armored tactics. During World War II 
Major Abrams commanded the 37th Tank Battalion of the 4th Armored 
Division . The 8th,35th, and 37th tank Battalions made up the 35th Ar-
mored Regiment of the 4th Armored Division. In December 1943 the 4th 
Armored was shipped to England where it trained for the assault on Eu-
rope. In July 1844 the 4th Armored crossed the beaches into France. On 
August 1, 1944 the 4th Armored was assigned to the newly formed 3rd 
U.S. Army commanded by General George S. Patton Jr. The 37th Tank Bat-
talion commanded by Abrams and it began the sweep through Normandy 
and into western Europe. LTC. Abrams always led his units from the front 
in his M4 Sherman tank nicknamed Thunderbolt. By wars end Abrams 
had went through 7 tanks nicknamed Thunderbolt.  In one battle near the 
Moselle River the 37th Tank Battalion was involved in a large scale battle 
with German armored units. The 37th lost 14 Sherman’s but destroyed 
55 German tanks of various types. During the Battle of the Bulge at dawn 
of December 26, 1944 Abrams gave the order for the 37th to move out 
and to relieve the embattled 101st Airborne Division at Bastogne, Bel-
gium.  After 4 p.m. the same day Lt. Colonel Abrams reported to General 
Anthony McAuliffe , acting commander of the 101st Airborne. The siege 
of Bastogne was broken. General George Patton commended Lt. Colonel 
Abrams many times during the war for his readiness to fight and his ag-
gressiveness in battle. Abrams 37th Tank Battalion was award the Presi-
dential Unit citation for its heroics during World War II.

 Creighton Abrams became a Brigadier General in 1956. He had many com-
mands and began his climb in the general officer ranks. By 1964 General 
Abrams had rose to the position of Vice Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army.  
The United States began it large scale involvement in the Vietnam War 
in 1965 when several large American military units arrived in Vietnam.  
The commander of the Military Assistance Command Vietnam was Gen-
eral William C. Westmoreland, Creighton Abrams old classmate. Troop 
levels continued to grow as the U.S. involvement became bigger and big-
ger. American units were soon engaged in combat with North Vietnam-
ese and Viet Cong units. In April 1967 General Abrams , a 4 star general, 
deputy to General Westmoreland. On July 2, 1968 General Westmore-
land was named US Army Chief of Staff and General Abrams became the 
commander of all US forces in Vietnam. General Abrams commanded the 
American military forces and began troop reductions from over 500,000 
to less than 30,000 troops. He began the intensive program of “ Vietnam-
ization” where Vietnamese units were trained to take over the complete 
combat role in that country. Upon signing of the Paris Peace Accords in 
1972 General Abrams succeeded General Westmoreland as Army Chief of 
Staff, a position he held until his untimely death in 1974. He was instru-
mental in creating the “All Volunteer Army” during his tenure as chief of 
Staff and of overcoming the antimilitary mindset of our nation after the 
Vietnam War.

 General Abrams came to Fort Polk, La. and on October 2, 1966 he toured 
the training sites where infantry trainees were undergoing combat train-
ing in the “Vietnam Villages” located on Fort Polk and Peason Ridge. Gen-
eral Abrams was impressed by the Advanced Individual Training (AIT) be-
ing conducted at Fort Polk and in these training areas.  General Abrams 
and Major General Reeves, commander of Fort Polk, took the whole day 
to visit these training areas and to visit with the troops. He toured the 
new village site located at Peason Ridge that was to become known as 
Tiger Village and the location that was near completion at the Tiger Ridge 
Cantonment Area. This area became famous due to all the combat re-

cruits who trained here and due to their fighting capabilities of the tiger. 
These new combat infantrymen became known as “Tigers”. And many 
many of these men who trained at Fort Polk were later commanded by 
General Abrams when they arrived in Vietnam. General Abrams believed 
in night ambushes and patrols and this was taught at Fort Polk. And this 
training paid off for so many who were sent to Vietnam.

 Sadly General Abrams passed away on September 4, 1974 at Walter Reed 
Military Medical Center. General Abrams was buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery and many Vietnam Veterans visit his gravesite each and every 
day. They remember their old commander from Vietnam. Yes we had a 
great military leader in Creighton W. Abrams. He followed in the footsteps 
of so many famous military leaders yet he made his mark in history. And 
to honor this fighting general, the U.S. Army has named its main battle 
tank, the M1 the “Abrams”. And yes, another American hero came and 
visited Louisiana where so many combat soldiers have trained and contin-
ue to train in the defense of our nation and our many freedoms.
 

Oil painting of General Creighton 
Abrams who was Army Chief of 
Staff from 1972 until 1974. (Army 
Art Collection US Army Center of 
Military History)

Pic 2 General Creighton Abrams 
and Major General Kelsey Reeves 
visit one of the Vietnam training 
villages at Ft. Polk and Peason 
Ridge on October 21, 1966. (Ft. 
Polk Militay Museum)

Pic 3 Officers and staff, along with 
General Creighton Abrams visit 
the Tiger Village on Peason Ridge 
in 1966,  (Ft. Polk Military Muse-
um)

Pic 4 Headquarters and canton-
ment area at Tiger Ridge was com-
pleted in 1966, This location is still 
being used by Ft. Polk and JRTC 
units. (Ft. Polk Military Museum)

Pic 5 Gravesite of General Creighton Abrams located in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. Vietnam era veterans visit his gravesite each day. (US 
Army/Arlington National Cemetery)



What  Does  It 
Mean to be 
Anointed?
by Pastor Jim Manning

“Anointing” is a term heard in many churches 
today and seen throughout the Bible. You hear 
of people being “anointed by God” or of anoint-
ing a person with oil. The concept of anointing 
and the practice of anointing people with oil 
dates all the way back to the Old Testament, 
but we see clearly its continuation through 
the New Testament. What does it mean to be 
anointed?

Verse five of possibly the most famous chapter in the Bible—Psalms 23—
says, “…You anoint my head with oil…”. The meaning of being “anointed” 
depends on who is doing the anointing. There is an anointing by God that 
is internal, and there is an anointing by people that is external. Both are 
valuable in our lives, but there is a difference.

Anointing by people happens when someone prayerfully applies oil to 
your skin as an outward sign of what God is doing inside you. There is 
nothing mystical or magical in the oil. It is just oil, usually olive oil, but it 
is the symbol of something far more significant. There is faith in the fact 
that God has anointed you on the inside, and there can be many different 
meanings of being anointed with oil. The Bible speaks of the oil of joy, the 
oil of gladness, the oil of salvation, and the oil of deliverance.

To be anointed by God means something happens internally that is ex-
pressed eternally. When you receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, you re-
ceive the nature of Christ internally in your life. That nature gives you 
supernatural insight, ability, stamina, authority, and protection that you 
don’t normally have in order to do a job that God has chosen you to do. 
That’s anointing. It sets you apart to do God’s purpose.

The Bible teaches that before you were even born, God planned what He 
wanted to do with your life. It’s your calling, and every single person has 
one. Now, many people misinterpret this concept and believe that God 
only “calls” missionaries, pastors, and evangelists, but God has placed a 
special calling on every person. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s 
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the 
good things he planned for us long ago.”  God placed a special purpose 
within you from the very beginning. Here is the catch: you cannot fulfill 
your calling the way God wants you to by your own power. You need God’s 
anointing, and until you understand your calling and anointing, you’re not 
going to be fulfilled in life.

There are a few things you can expect with God’s anointing:
1. When God anoints me, He appoints me. When God gives you the em-
powerment, He is going to give you the assignment. When He gives you 
His Spirit, He is going to give you His strategy. God’s anointing comes with 
God’s appointing. 1 Thessalonians 5:24 says, “God will make this happen, 
for he who calls you is faithful.” Whatever God calls you to do, He is going 
to give you the ability to do. One of the greatest examples of this divine 
empowerment is the promise of the Holy Ghost to the disciples. Jesus 
gave them an impossible task when He said, “Go into all the world…” 
However, He said in Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses…” He equipped 
them with the power to fulfill the commission He gave them. He will al-
ways equip.
2. God anoints my life to bless others. God blesses you not just so you can 
feel good. God blesses you so you can be a blessing to others. God doesn’t 
give you money, talent, abilities, and opportunities simply for your ben-
efit. He wants you to be a blessing to other people. In the midst of being 
a blessing, you’ll be blessed. When you get anointed, you start helping 
other people.
3. For every new challenge, I need a fresh anointing. Anointing by the 
Holy Ghost cannot be stored up in your life. Your spiritual experience from 
years ago was not designed to sustain you for the rest of your life. Just 
like the manna given to the Israelites on a daily (not weekly or monthly) 
basis, God’s anointing is meant to be renewed in your life, and it can be 
lost if not maintained. By not obeying God’s Word, by not praying and 
reading the Word daily, by setting up false gods in your life, by making 
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Pastor Jim Manning - The 
Life Church, Many, LA

other things more important than God—you can lose your anointing. We 
cannot take the anointing lightly or loosely. We need fresh anointing for 
new challenges.

Hosea 10:12 says: “I said, ‘Plant the good seeds of righteousness, and you 
will harvest a crop of love. Plow up the hard ground of your hearts, for 
now is the time to seek the Lord, that he may come and shower righteous-
ness upon you’.” If your heart has become cold and dry like the ground 
Hosea is talking about, it may be time for a little plowing. Break up the 
hard and the fallow ground in your life. Sow seeds of righteousness and 
watch God shower blessings and anointing on you! His anointing makes 
all the difference.

Kerrie Spillman Crowned 
2018 Miss Merry 
Christmas
 Around The Town would like to congratulate Kerrie Spillman for being se-
lected Miss Merry Christmas 2018 on Sunday, September 16 at the 62nd 
Annual Natchitoches Queens Scholarship Program.
Pictured with Spillman are her Christmas Belles which include Callie Ow-
sley, Sara Hicks, Haley Franks, Katie Aldredge, Bailey McConnell and Kate 
Methvin.

visually delightful concrete curbs and borders will enhance the look and 
increase the value of any home or business, and they also reduce the 
amount of time you need to spend trimming around flower beds and 
curbs.

They are experts in the shade system industry – offering the Jet Hi-Tech 
and modern shade systems. The JET Shade Systems delivers a new and 
unique generation of hi-tech and modern carports, patio solutions, aw-
nings and shading systems produced in Japan using state of the art tech-
nology produced to the highest standards!

Please give Dex Enterprises the opportunity to serve you in the many 
ways they offer to help keep your home and/or business looking tiptop! 
You can give them a call at 337–263–3389. Be sure to check out their 
website https://dexseamless.com/ or https://jetofcentrallouisiana.com/ 
to see some of the beautiful projects they have completed!

DEX Seamless Gutters - 
Now Servicing All of 
Louisiana
(Continued from Page 1)
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Elect
HAROLD STEWART

#49

School Board District 6
Experienced

Knowledgeable

• Graduate of Northwestern State with a 
Degree in Business Administration. 

• Married to the former Joy Sepulvado. 

• Father of 5 Children: Gabriel, Nathan,  
Julie, Matthew, and John. All are  
graduates of Ebarb High School. 

• 14 Grandchildren, two of them are EHS 
graduates and four are currently  
attending Ebarb High School. 

• Owner of Stewart’s Auto Sales and  
Salvage for over 40 years. 

• Former school board member for Ebarb 
District for 5 terms. 

Proven Track Record of Success

Has Children’s Best Interest in Mind

• Accomplishments during my previous 
terms as School Board Member in working 
in conjunction with the Ebarb administra-
tion and faculty include the following: a 
new school, new cafeteria, new gymna-
sium, new library, new high school wing 
(computer lab, science lab, and home  
economics department), new baseball  
and softball fields. 

• Under my leadership and with the hard 
work of the administration, faculty, and 
staff, Ebarb scored near the top of the  
parish in mandated state assessment tests.

On November 6, 2018, I am asking for your vote to help me 
help our school regain its effective status and once more 
become one of the top performing schools in the parish.

Together let’s make ebarb great again!

RE-ELECT DANIEL THOMAS
CHIEF OF POLICE      #51
Experience • Leadership • Honesty

A Candidate Who Cares

CERTIFICATIONS
• Active Shooter
• Elder Abuse
• Use of Force
• Fire Arm Qualifications
• Dynamics of Domestic Violence
• Elder Abuse - Frauds & Scams
• Investigating Sexual Assault
• Officer Survival Training
• Understanding Role of School 

     Resource Officer
• Understanding Sexual Assault
• Predominant Aggressor
• Protective Order Registry
• Patrol Response for Illegal 

     Immigrants
• Cultural Diversity for Law 

     Enforcement
• Judge Drew Legal Update

My name is Daniel Thomas and I have been a resident of Zwolle all my life. I am a gradu-
ate of Zwolle High School, graduating with the class of 1994.

In 2009, I joined the Zwolle Police Department as a patrolman for six years. In 2015 I 
was blessed with an opportunity to serve the town of Zwolle as Chief of Police. Under 
my leadership, a full time Post Certified School Resource Officer has been placed in our 
school to ensure the safety of our kids, teachers, and athletes at ALL sport functions. A 
Certified K-9 Officers has been placed in the Department to help stop drug activity in the 
community.

In November of 2015, I graduated from the Caddo Parish Sheriff Training Academy and 
became a Post Certified Officer so that I would be more qualified to serve the position I 
was elected for. Crimes are being solved and drug issues are being addressed. The elderly 
are being checked on to ensure that they are under a safe environment and community 
disruptions are being addressed.

All citizens concerns are important and will be addressed. Let’s continue to make Zwolle a 
SAFE place to live. “In all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths.”
Proverbs 3 & 6. God Bless.

Vote Experience • Vote #51
November 6th
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Elect       Beverly

Broadway
Natchitoches Parish

School Board
- District 9 -

#65

EDUCATION
• Natchitoches Central Graduate-1998
• Northwestern State University Bachelor 

of Science in Psychology-2002
• Northwestern State University Master of 

Science in Clinical Psychology-2007 

FAMILY
• Married to Dennis Broadway
• Mother of four: Anniston, Lucas, Jake and 

Alex
• All three school-age children enrolled in 

Natchitoches Parish Schools

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
• Natchitoches Regional Medical Center 

Patient and Family Advisory Council
• Natchitoches Parish School Board Parent 

Advisory Council
• 100+ volunteer hours in Natchitoches 

Parish schools
• Women’s Resource Center 

Executive Director, Consultant, Outreach 
Coordinator/Speaker, and Volunteer

• 75+ educational presentations as a 
guest speaker in Junior High and High 
Schools in Natchitoches Parish

• Over 7 years of classroom and online 
teaching experience at the collegiate 
level

GOALS
To work collaboratively and effectively 
with all members of the school board for 
the betterment of our students. This will 
include a focus on improving test scores, 
financial transparency, emphasizing pre-
paredness for a variety of post-graduation 
educational/career paths, and the inclu-
sion of art, music and play as important 
components of education.

Additionally to function as a true public 
servant who effectively communicates 
with the members of District 9 and is avail-
able to address the needs of students and 
concerns of community members.

Vote

November 6, 2018

S.O.S.
A Boeing 777 wide-body jetliner was lumbering along at 800km/hour at 
31,000 feet when a cocky F-17 fighter jet flashed by at Mach 2. The F17 
pilot decided to show off.  On his state of the art radio that is part of his 
state of the art 3D and million dollar headset, the F17 youngster told the 
777 pilot, “Hey Captain, watch this.”

He promptly went into a barrel roll, followed by a steep, unimaginable, 
vertical climb.  He then finished with a sonic boom as he broke the sound 
barrier, as the F17 screamed down at 
impossible G’s before levelling at al-
most sea level.

The F-17 pilot asked the 777 pilot ... 
what he thought of that?

The 777 pilot said, “That was truly im-
pressive, but watch this.”

The 777 chugged along for about 5 minutes at the steady 800km/hour, and 
then the 777 pilot came back on and said, “What did you think of that?”

Puzzled, the cocky F-17 pilot asked, “What the heck did you do?”

The 777 pilot chuckled and said, “I stood up, stretched my legs, walked to 
the back, used the toilet, then got a cup of coffee and a cinnamon roll and 
secured a date with the flight attendant.”
 
THE MORAL OF THE STORY IS:

When you are young and foolish, speed and flash may seem like a good 
thing.  When you get older and smarter, comfort and dullness is not such a 
bad thing.  It’s called S.O.S.  Slower, Older and Smarter.  Dedicated to all ur 
friends ... approaching S.O.S. (and also those who are already there!)

Miss Merry Christmas and 
Christmas Belles 
Announced
The 62nd Miss Merry Christmas was crowned and the 2018 Natchitoches 
Christmas Belles were announced Sunday, September 16, 2018. Young la-
dies from three Natchitoches parish high schools competed for the title of 
Miss Merry Christmas and the honor of being selected a Christmas Belle.
 
Kerrie Spillman was crowned Miss Merry Christmas 2018. Kerrie is a senior 
at Natchitoches Central High School.  She is the daughter of Amelia and 
Damion Spillman. 
 
Six girls were selected as Christmas Belles.  They are Katie Aldredge, Haley 
Franks, Sarah Hicks, Katherine Methvin, Bailey McConnell, and Callie Ow-
sley.
 
Katie Aldredge was the recipient of the Barbara Kirsch Memorial Award.  
The Barbara Kirsch Award was established as a way to remember the posi-
tive influence Barbara had on others.



Sabine’s 
Greatest 
Hollywood 
Star....sort of....
by Dean Lambert

It was 1902 when the silent film star Mary 
Miles Minter was born. She starred in 52 
Hollywood movies and became the talk of Hollywood when she was in-
volved in a murder scandal. The story of Mary Miles Minter started in 
Sabine Parish’s Toro Community and had many twist and turns. Here’s 
the story.....

First, we must go back to 1874 and to a place in Sabine Parish called 
“Toro”. Then we find ourselves at a rather large frame house located on 
a small hill overlooking several creeks that seem to chase each other 
searching for a place to meet. The house on this evening is ringing with 
joy and laughter as Dr. Elbert Milton Miles and his family celebrates the 
birth of their first child. A name of Mary Amelia Miles is bestowed on the 
little girl. Things were good for the Dr. Miles family and three short years 
later, another girl was born, Lilly Pearl “Charlotte” Miles. While Mary was 
quiet and content, this youngest girl will not be satisfied until she finds 
fame and fortune, no matter the cost.

Now let’s take the middle of this story and move it aside, we will cer-
tainly come back to it shortly. But now, we must get to know the famous 
silent screen star, Mary Miles Minter. She appeared in 54 silent era mo-
tion pictures from 1912 to 1923. She was indeed one of the top female 
actresses in Hollywood and ended up with star on the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame. She was on top of the world. But in1922 Minter was involved in 
scandal surrounding the murder of top director William Desmond Taylor, 
for whom she professed her love. Although gossip implicated her domi-
nating mother in the unsolved murderer, May Miles Minter’s reputation 
was tarnished, and she gave up her movie career in 1923.

Pretty impressive, right? Sure sounds like little Mary Miles from the tiny 
Toro community came a long way. But not so fast. The fact is, years be-
fore, way back before Hollywood rolled out its first movie, back In Sabine 
Parish, little Mary Miles had grown up, married a local guy, Wiley Lafay-
ette Minter and in 1896 had a baby that was also named Mary (or Marie 
from some accounts). But life takes some strange twist and turns and 
for poor Mary Miles Minter, it took a most cruel turn. It was reported by 
some that Mary and her daughter, Marie, unknowingly drank apple cider 
which had been contaminated with lethal snake’s venom and died within 
hours. Although this report was printed in later newsprints, it is most 
certain untrue, however it just adds intrigue to the story. 

Well that certainly throws a kink in the story and leaves us wondering 
if she died, how did she later become a Hollywood star? Actually this is 
not the end of Mary Miles Minter’s story, it’s only the beginning. Now 
let’s talk about Mary’s younger sister, Charlotte. A couple of years before 
Mary died, Charlotte had become dissatisfied with country living and 
headed out. She traveled to Shreveport, where she found a man named 
Joe Reilly from Dallas and soon they were married. A short time later 
Charlotte had a daughter Margaret and two years later another named 
Juliet. They soon all quickly moved to Dallas. But Charlotte wanted more, 
much more and soon she left Joe behind and took her girls to Chicago 
where she found a day job and worked at night performing in the local 
theater. Charlotte’s mother also joined them. Soon they were off again to 
New York where Charlotte worked her way into becoming a Broadway ac-
tress. She had made it, things were good, she was now a somewhat suc-
cessful and popular Broadway actress, but Charlotte wanted even more.

Charlotte soon had both of her daughters, 12 year old Margaret and 10 
year old Juliet on stage. By 1911, Juliet was Broadway’s most prolific child 
actress. Charlotte quickly realized that Juliet was her ticket for even more 
success; Juliet had the makings to become a star that Charlotte could only 
dream of becoming. But with fame, Juliet quickly attracted unwanted at-
tention from the Gerry Society, which policed child performers under the 
age of 16. Since Juliet was only 10, it was clear that the society would 
soon have Juliet off the stage and into a neighborhood school. Charlotte 
suddenly saw all her dreams slipping away, it was time for action and 
Charlotte had come too far to fail now, she had to come up with a plan.
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GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948

8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

RockinRockin
RobinRobin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

Soon their bags were packed and rail tickets were purchased for Califor-
nia, but not before a side trip back to Louisiana. It was time for Juliet to 
have a fresh start, with a fresh name, and a new date of birth. Charlotte 
knew just where to go to make this happen. She remembered back to her 
older sister Mary Miles Minter, and her daughter, little Mary, who would 
be 17 years old now. Back home in Louisiana she appropriated her sister’s 
dead child’s birth certificate and gave 10-year-old Juliet a new identity, 
she was now 17 year old Mary Miles Minter. Now for the age difference, 
that was a problem, the birth certificate now showed Juliet, aka Mary, as 
seven years older than she actually was, so Charlotte came up with the 
story that Juliet was an undeveloped child, in fact a midget that appeared 
much younger than she really was. It seemed to work, the movie folks ei-
ther believed it or turned their heads. One last thing Charlotte did before 
arriving in California was to change her own name, after all, she could not 
be associated with the young actress Juliet Reilly, so Charlotte and her 
daughter Margaret changed their last names to Shelby, which was her 
mother’s middle name. Now all was set for Juliet aka Mary Miles Minter 
to take Hollywood by storm, and that she did. Charlotte would become 
the classic dominating mother that fully controlled her daughter’s every 
move. Juliet became everything her mother had craved; she had wealth, 
fame and acceptance. As the original Mary Miles Minter lay in her grave 
back in Louisiana, her name was on marquees throughout the world.

Years later Charlotte would die in her daughter’s home in Santa Monica, 
California. Juliet aka Mary Miles Minter passed away in 1984. Regardless 
of who we speak, the timid Mary Miles Minter that never made it far 
from Toro, or the resurrected Mary Miles Minter that became a silent film 
legend, one thing is for sure, their roots run deep in the Sabine Parish soil.
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337-263-3389
SUNROOMS & PATIO
COVERINGS
DexSeamless.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

HIGH-TECH CARPORTS,
AWNINGS & WALKWAY COVERS
JetOfCentralLouisiana.com

NOW SERVING ALL
OF LOUISIANA
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DEX ENTERPRISES

And A Black Child 
Shall Lead Them: 
The Role of 
Children in Black 
History
by Edwin Crayton

It’s easy to underestimated the value of a child. Yet the Bible tells us in 
Isaiah 11:6 that a child shall lead us all. This verse has been used to point 
out that God values children and points out Jesus, a little child was used 
to save humanity. Children possess great openness and tend to be sin-
cere in their faith. Scripture makes it plain that we must enter heaven like 
children.  Indeed, children can set the example for us all.  It’s one reason 
children have been able to contribute much to black history. Here are 
brief examples.

In the racist, segregated era of the 1930s, Our Gang Comedies of the 
1930s there were at least three major black characters: Ernie Morrison 
played “Sunshine”, Allen Hoskin was “Farina” and Billie Thomas played 
the ever popular Buckwheat. They all broke a racial barrier simply be-
cause the Our Gang movies featured black children and white children 
playing as equals. They also became perhaps the first black child stars in 
America.

In 1954 an elementary school girl name Linda Brown was involved in the 
court case Brown vs. Topeka Board of Education. The case went before 
the Supreme Court and Brown and her family won. On May 17, 1954, the 
court ruled segregation in public schooling was unconstitutional.

Rosa Parks was not the first black female to refuse to give up her seat on 
the bus. Months earlier in 1955, a 15-year-old girl named Claudette Col-
vin did that. It is said that because she was a pregnant teen, she was not 
seen by leaders as good a model as Rosa Parks. So she was not backed by 
movement leaders as Parks was. However, Colvin was the plaintiff in the 
case that helped end desegregation on Montgomery buses.

In 1957, 9 black high school children did something kids do every day. 
They tried to go to school but black children were not allowed to enroll at 
Central High in Little Rock, Arkansas. When they did they were attacked 
by whole communities. Even the Governor Orval Fabus fought their en-
trance. President Eisenhower had to send in federal troops to help them 
make it through classes. Yet despite opposition, with God’s help, they did 
get in and graduate from school Their struggle demonstrated the level of 
resistance to Civil Rights for African Americans. It helped build support 
nationwide.

In 1960 a six-year old girl named Ruby Bridges was the first African Amer-
ican child to integrate the William Franz Elementary School in New Orle-
ans. Her story became a popular movie. Ruby was raised to be a Christian 
and never stooped to hating those who stood outside the school and 
yelled at her. She had to be escorted by U.S. Marshalls and her plight 
inspired the great Norman Rockwell to create a painting of her being es-
corted into school by these marshals.

In Birmingham during the 1960’s Civil Rights Movement, children who 
protested were brutally fire hosed by police. The startling televised 
images of children knocked to the ground by powerful blasts of water 
helped awaken people around the world to the reality that racism in the 
south had to be dealt with immediately.

In the 1960s The Jackson 5 became the first boy band made up of little 
boys. They once had their own cartoon show. Michael of course went 
on to adult stardom, but the band opened new doors in soul music, rock 
and entertainment.

Born in 1980, Venus Williams was only 14 when she turned professional. 
She became one of the top tennis stars in that sport’s history.  Her father 
Richard worked with her and sister Serena, helping them avoid the pit-
falls of growing up in a tough part of Los Angeles. It shows what parental 
involvement can mean to a child and that not even poverty can stop a 
family that loves and invests in its children. Tennis was thought of as a 
sport for the rich. The Williams Sisters helped demonstrate that even 
poor inner-city kids could play and win and win and win.

Like Venus, Tiger Woods was another black child who became a sports 
star when he was just a child. He was born in 1975 and even as a small 
boy of eight he appeared on Good Moring America. Woods, like the Wil-
liams sisters benefited from the attention of a father and mother who 
took great interest in him. He became a golfing legend, ranking #2 in golf 
history in wins.

What lessons can we grownups learn from these children and others? 
How can children lead us grown ups to live better lives and contribute 
more to our communities and world? Well, for starters many of  these 
children were trained to have the spiritual character they showed.  So 
we need to develop that in ourselves and our children. Going to church, 
reading the Bible, having faith in Jesus are essential to building that 
Christian character.  In general children tend to be more open to new 
ideas and are more teachable. When a child says he or she believes 
something, it’s usually a very real thing. Next, they act. When children 
believe something needs to be done, they either do it or try to get an 
adult to do it for them. Anyone who has gone shopping with a child 
knows that. They’ll bug you to buy what they want.  Kids also ask ques-
tions. A child will say, “Mom, dad, why is that man begging for food?” 
We adults pretend not to notice. And children act immediately. I’ve seen 
so many boys and girls offer someone in need either money or food off 
their plates. Also kids will say something when they see someone being 
mistreated---or they will at least ask why it’s happening in an attempt 
to get someone to help. We adults by contrast can rationalize why we 
can’t give to the needy overseas or at home, or why we can’t act against 
injustice. Our unwillingness to act is why we have so much suffering and 
injustice. What if we would obey God and act when called? How much 
better off would the world be? What if we would follow the lead of chil-
dren and do what needs to be done?

Speaking of kids: The 22:6 Youth Program teaches Christian values to 
children through home Bible studies with children and a parent. Chil-
dren get free snacks. If you know of a child who could benefit or if you 
would like to help, call 1-318-623-2466.

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” --Proverb 22:6
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Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

$7,500  OFF
2018 2500 & 3500

Ram Trucks
Stock #1749

2018 4-Door RAM
1500 Truck
St0ck #$8027

$25,495

NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
Come see the all  new 2018 JEEP WRANGLERS JK Models

all new 2019 RAM 1500 Models are here!!!

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!
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City Marshal Randy Williams wanted to inform the following people 
that they have outstanding bench warrants through the Natchitoches 
City Marshal’s Office. The names on this list did not pay their fines in 
full nor did they return to court on the court date they were sentenced 
to by City Court Judge Gahagan. These individuals will need to clear up 
their fines and bench warrant fees at the City Marshal’s Office located 
at 373 Second St. to stop any further action:

FINE PAYMENT (F):
Lance Taylor, 110 Patrick Rd, Natch, La – Lights when Required
Samuel Bush, 728 4 th St, Natch, La – (2) Unlicensed Driver, Careless  
      Operation
Shaterrica Demars, 201 Pierson St, Natch, La – Exp MVI, (2) NSB
Latesha Phillips, 1120 Washington St, Natch, La – NSB
Marquis Raymond, 100 Lakeview Dr, Natch, La – No DL, (2) NSB
Felenn Sowell, 621 Abbie Dr, Natch, La – No DL
Kennedy Blackman Jr., 1120 Magnolia St, Natch, La – Simple Assault
Erica Braxton, 422 B McDobson Way, Natch, La – SCDP, TBS
Talmon Curtis, 420 Julia St, Natch, La – SPOM
Demelvin Demars, 626 Winnona St, Natch, La – Illegal Carrying of a  
     Weapon
Shumichael Moore, 233 Cherry Loop, Natch, La – Exp MVI, Theft
Dinesha Landrus, 500 North St Apt 14, Natch, La – TBS
Angela Lowe, 128 Cherrie Loop, Natch, La – DP
Deandra Pye, 318 Powell St, Natch, La – Required License Registration/ 
     Animal
Jesse Wallace, 1020 Welch St, Natch, La – Theft
Markita Brimsey, 500 North St, Natch, La – Unlicensed Driver, TBS
Justin Bush, 714 Harry Dr, Natch, La – TBS
Randy Frazier, 1116 Ashland Rd, Coushatta, La – Unlicensed Driver
Michael Cobb, 717 Royal St, Natch, La – TBS
Patrick Howard, 707 Culbertson LN, Natch, La – Exp MVI

Trial (T):
Kineaka Solitaire, 1606 Old Robeline Rd, Natch, La – Simple Battery, DP
Latatyana Demars, 606 Sabine Alley, Natch, La – (2) Possession of Drug 
     Paraphernalia
Donald Harrison, 843 Koonce St, Natch, La –SPOM, TBS
Austin Johnson, 314 Prather St, Natch, La – SPOM
Donnie Mitchell, 653 Abbie Dr, Natch, La – (2) Resisting an Officer
William Mitchell, 653 Abbie Dr, Natch, La – SPOM, Resisting an Officer
Billy Turner III, 203 Fairgrounds Rd, Natch, La – Vagrancy

DO YOU HAVE A 
WARRANT?

Vote and Re-Elect

BOBBY BEHAN #77

MAYOR OF ROBELINE

HARD WORKER
DEDICATION
GOOD JUDGMENT
FAIRNESS
CONCERN
HONESTY
ENTHUSIASM
LOYALTY
CONFIDENCE
ABILITY

support

bobby behan
mayor

November 6, 2018
Paid for by Bobby Behan

Natchitoches City 
Marshal’s Office Moving to 
a New Location
During the next few weeks the Office of Natchi-
toches City Marshal Randy Williams and Staff will 
be moving to a new office located at 328 St. Denis 
Street. The public is reminded  that until further 
notice, the staff will continue conducting services 
at the current  Second Street office as prepara-
tions are being made  for the move. Please watch 
their Facebook page and Around The Town for more info. 

Uncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE 
IN NATCHITOCHES

Retail space in downtown Natchitoches
1816 sq. ft. for rent at 780 Front St., Unit #10

St. Denis Condos

For more information contact

Ronald D. Brandon
318-471-5075
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“Allow me to list your property 
and I will deliver a home made meal 

of your choice, cooked by me, 
for six people.” 

My way of saying THANK YOU!

“I am an experienced, well-known chef”

REAL ESTATE
LISTING BONUS

from

The Cooking Realtor

PAT TODD, JR.
Capital Realty
636 4th St.
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 332-1723

CATHY DAVIS
Broker

(318) 652-2856

• Professionalism
• Sales Experience
• Dedication

“We make your 
dreams a reality”

“A Civil War 
Relative Found”
by Junior Johnson

There are some memories that we will cherish 
forever. One of these occurred for me a few 
days ago.

I am a member of the Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans Col. Samuel D. Russell Camp No. 1617 in 
Natchitoches.

To be able to achieve this honor I had to have a relative who served hon-
orably in the Army of the Confederate States of America.

With the aid of a dear friend Brittany Cryer I was 
able to find a relative.  His name was Daniel John-
son.

Private Daniel Johnson served honorably in Com-
pany G of the 2nd Mississippi Infantry during the 
Civil War.

Because of his service I was able to become a 
member of the SCV.  My Cousin Duane, Brother 
Terry, and Grandson Noah became members as 
well.

Records indicated that he was buried in a family cemetery in New Hope, 
Mississippi.  It was time to make a road trip to find his grave and pay our 

respects to this brave man.

My Cousin, Grandson, and I set out on the 400 
mile journey to New Hope.  Once there we dis-
covered that no one knew of the old Ceme-
tery. We tried the Library, Tax Assessors Office, 
and Police Department to no avail.  We were 
told that some of those old Cemetery’s were 
just lost when family members died or moved 
away.

Disappointed we got a hotel room for the night 
and tried to figure out what to do.  I called 

Mrs. Cryer and told her about what we discovered that evening.  Being 
the persistent Lady that she is, she told me that she would go through the 
records again and would e-mail what she found if anything was different.  
I thanked her and we retired for the night in disappointment.

The next morning I checked my messages and found that she had struck 
gold.  Through old war records she found that his remains were not in 
New Hope but in Columbia, Mississippi.  New Hope was a suburb of Co-
lumbus, Mississippi.  I suppose that could have been an honest mistake.

Columbia was another 200 South of Columbus and there was no doubt 
as to our decision.  She found in the war records that our Great-Great 
Uncle Daniel was in the Bounds Cemetery near Pervis, which is a suburb 

of Columbia.  With renewed hope we headed South toward Columbia.

The Cemetery was small with several family names.  We found Uncle Dan-
iel in an unmarked grave next to some other Johnson’s, that I know are 
our relatives.  I took their names and will research them in the near fu-
ture.

We tidied up his grave a bit and placed a Confeder-
ate Flag at the head in his honor.  There was joy and 
sorrow during these somber moments.

After saying a Prayer over Uncle Daniel’s grave we 
headed back to Louisiana.  Our little trip took al-
most a thousand miles and we were exhausted 
when we finally got home, but all agreed that it 
was worth it.

Surprisingly the Veterans Administration will provide a free military 
plaque for a grave that is not marked.  I plan to put in the proper paper-
work to get him a marker.  

There will be a return trip to the Bounds Cemetery in Pervis, Mississippi 
when Uncle Daniel’s plaque is ready.  He will finally get the recognition 
that he deserves.  We are Blessed to have had him even though we never 
met; however, my Faith assures me that we will meet one day.

God Bless you Great-Great Uncle Daniel Johnson for your dedicated ser-
vice to preserve our Southern Heritage.

CONTACT US

Around The Town
Tommy O’Con

PO Box 187 • Robeline, LA 71469

318-471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

www.aroundthetownonline.com

EVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken
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We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, decor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, 
Lone Star feed, various seeds, 
dog, horse & cattle supplies, 
Bonnie Plants & Tops Plus dog 
food.

Caleb & Stacie Rivers, Owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, TRU

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS
Come and be a part of a growing church!

Children and their families are warmly welcomed!

MT. HOREB CHURCH
720 Farm Rd. 1 • San Augustine, TX 75972

(936) 488-9080

PASTORS DAVID & GIA BOYD
LOVE • ACCEPTANCE • FORGIVENESS

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. JOHN 10:10

Sunday School 10:00 AM • Morning Service 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 PM

Children’s Church (on Sunday) & Monthly Activities
Monthly Men & Women’s Fellowship Meetings

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek to pro-
vide the people of this area with news and information 
about the current events and happenings in the categories 
of dining, entertainment, sports and the arts, while pro-
viding a venue for retail and commercial establishments, 
as well as local artisans, non-profit and service organiza-
tions to present themselves to the public. We also strive 
to feature some of the rich history and culture this area is 
particularly known for. 

Century 21 Sabine 
Property Shoppe 
Welcomes 
Shannon Rivers
Welcome back to our Century 21 family, 
Shannon Rivers!!! Shannon is a very hard 
working agent that has been licensed for 10 
years now. She has a great knowledge of the 
area and is anxious to help you with all your 
real estate needs. Give her a call if you’re 
are ready to list or buy, 318-332-9900.



Lee Lee’s

Children’s
Boutique

Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA

Joy Impact Counseling Services, LLC
415 Bienville St., Suite 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-652-8140 (office)
318-521-8035 (fax)

Jimpact.llc@outlook.com (email)

Now Hiring!!!!
Licensed Clinical Social Worker-LCSW
Licensed Professional Counselor-LPC

Mental Heath Professional-MHP
Mental Health Specialist-MHS

YOU MAY SUBMIT RESUMES
TO THE EMAIL ADDRESS OR
FAX NUMBER LISTED BELOW

rstewart.jic@outlook.com
318-521-8035
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COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets

Seafood • Steak Fingers
Hand Battered Onion Rings

Livers • Breast Filets
Much, Much More

256-3953
105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Call In
Orders To Go

OPEN
Mon-Sat

10am-10pm
Sunday

10am-3pm

We offer sizes
up to

16’ x 50’

Free Delivery
&

Set up Included

You can customize any building to suit. 
Come take a look and realize your dream!
We offer low maintenance exteriors and a
brand new flooring system in the country’s 

leading PORTABLE BUILDINGS!!

24142 HWY 191, ZWOLLE, LA 71486
Located 4 miles south of Zwolle; 6 miles north of T-Town

318-645-7673 • 318-645-7670 (fax)

Open 7 Days for Your Convenience
Mon-Sat: 8AM-6PM      Sun: 10AM-4PM

Need a place 
to store all your memories or 

maybe a place 
to do your crafts?

Check out our cute garden 
sheds. They provide you with 

the space you need.

Check out the rest, then come back to the BEST!

Tea Time
Antiques & Uniques 

October 12&13
Friday & Saturday

40% OFF
Any Single Purchase

of $10 or more

Antiques • Collectibles
Home Decor • Crosses • Candles

Bath & Spa Items
Jewelry • Chalk Paint

Wedding Rentals • Balloons & Gifts
HOURS

THURS. & FRi. • 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
SATURdAy • 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

TORRie SePUlvAdO, OwneR

2218 PORT ARTHUR ST.
ZwOlle, lA 71486

Tea Time Antiques and Uniques 
Invites Everyone to the 43rd 
Annual Zwolle Tamale Fiesta

1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY



We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

More to Expect

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”
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318.332.0398
Lindsey@lindseystw.com
www.lindseystw.com

Lindsey Warren
Two Star Director

Fleur de Lis Organization

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

Let’s Go Out 
To The 
Movies!
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MAYOR BOBBY BEHAN
and

BOARD OF ALDERMAN
Gilda Jenkins • Randy Bockstanz • Bergen Oge

welcomes you to the
27th annual robeline heritage festival

I-49 • Exit 138 • 5 miles west • highway 6

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
OCTOBER 5 & 6, 2018

ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY RECORDING ARTISTS

Plus Others!

FREE ADMISSION TO FESTIVAL
• Live Entertainment • Games • Children’s Activities

•Arts & Crafts • Parade • Food • Much More

For More Information
call

(318) 471-8821 or (318) 472-6121

Andy

Griggs

A
N
D

JERAD
BRIDGES
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VOTE & ELECT
THURMAN J. BAPTISTE, SR.

NATCHITOCHES PARISH 
SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT 2

#50

OBJECTIVE
Natchitoches Parish School Board District 2 Representative

EDUCATION
Northwestern State University

Bachelor of Science Degree - 1972
Master of Education Degree - 1981

CERTIFICATIONS
Health, Physical and Safety Education

Business Education Subjects
Principal

Parish or City School Supervisor of Instruction

WORK EXPERIENCE
Assistant Principal, Red River Elementary School - 2005-2013

Retired (2 years) - 2003-2005
Principal, George L. Parks Elementary School - 1994-2003

Principal, Natichitoches, Alternative High School - 1989-1990
Principal, St. Matthew Jr. High School - 1984-1989

Teacher/Coach, St. Matthew Jr. High School - 1981-1984
Teacher/Coach, St Matthew High School - 1977-1981

Teacher/Coach, Natchitoches Central High School - 1972-1977

PAST ORGANIZATIONS
Louisiana Association of School Executives
Bienville Parish Administration Association
Natchitoches Parish Principal Association

Natichitoches Assn. for the Advancemet of Colored People 
(NAACP-Natchitoches Chapter)

International Reading Association (IRA)
Louisiana Educators Association (LEA)

CURRENT ORGANIZATIONS
First Baptist Church-Amulet St. - President of Deacon Ministry

Bailey Heights-Jackson Square Home Owners Association - President
Louisiana Retired Teachers Association

Natchitoches Parish Retired Teachers Association

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Senior Citizens Feeding Program (Cindy & Thurman Baptiste)

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Continental Breakfast
Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

Saint John the Baptist 
Catholic Church Hosts 
Fourth Annual Pumpkin 
Patch
The Fourth Annual Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church Pumpkin Patch 
in Many is open! Fun activities, a fall backdrop for photos and special 
events will continue through October 31st.

Pumpkins of all shapes and sizes are available with prices beginning at 
$2.00. Hours include Saturdays: 10AM – 6PM; 
Sundays: 1PM—5PM; and weekdays: 3:30—
6PM.

Special events planned include Movie Night 
on October 20th and the Pumpkin Shine and 
chili supper on 
October 31st. 
Classes, orga-

nizations and clubs are invited to submit 
a carved or decorated pumpkin to be dis-
played during this event. 
 
Field trips are also available for schools and 
daycare groups and will be scheduled by 
appointment. For more information about 
the Pumpkin Patch or any of the events, 
contact Katie Ryan at 318-332-9514 or the 
church office at 318-256-5680.
 
The church is located at 1130 San Antonio 
Avenue in Many. Everyone is invited to come out and enjoy the fun! See 
you there!



Page 18| Around The Town                      October 2018

   Corkey Bruce, Owner
   Natural Springs  
   Garden Center

In The Garden
by Corkey Bruce

I’m writing this mid-September and the tem-
peratures are still in the nineties during the 
day and the seventies at night. By the time 
you are reading this we should be getting 
more into fall weather – 70’s during the day 
and 50’s for the low at night.  This is the best 
time of year to consider a landscape project 
or even a landscape make over.

Most people get the landscape bug in the 
spring. After all, you have been cooped up all 
winter and the sun shine feels good on your 
shoulders. Spending time in the garden in spring 
just feels right. However, in March and April we are only three months 
away from the agonizing heat of summer. If you get your project in the 
ground in October, you have eight months before that season I call “July 
and August”.

Why is this important? Well, when you plant a tree or shrub it has to get 
established in its new environment.  The shorter, cooler days of fall are 
very conducive to this establishment period. The plant spends its energy 
establishing roots instead of actively growing.

Now let’s assume you are creating a new landscape bed. First you need to 
decide on the bed layout. Do you want straight lines with square corners? 
Or, do you want curves for dimensional interest? Also, consider how wide 
your beds should be.  Keep your bed scale consistent with your home 
style. If you have a low profile, older home, you can get away with some-
thing four to five foot in width.  If your home is newer and high profile 
(two stories or a high pitch roof) you will need to bring those beds out to a 
width of six to eight foot or more. Your landscape foot print should mirror 
the scale of your home.

Whatever you decide on your bed width and design, you will need to mark 
your lines before you start the bed preparation. This is easily done with a 
garden hose. Lay the hose out where you want your bed lines and spray 
the grass with marking paint. This will be your bed design. Remember, if 
curves are your choice; make sure the curves are lawn mower friendly. 
Make sure you can make a swipe with the mower easily.

The first and most important thing you need to consider is your bed prepa-
ration. There is nothing more disheartening than to spend time, energy 
and money on a landscape project only to end up with a weedy mess. 
You can kill the grass and till your heart out and you will not get rid of the 
dormant weed seeds that are in your native soil. The weed seed are there 
under the surface waiting to get the proper exposure for germination. 
If you till, you bring them to the surface. If you spray, you kill the foliage 
that has sprouted but it won’t do anything for the seeds that are waiting. 
Whatever you do, do not skimp on bed prep.

There are two schools of thought. The first is to cover the ground with 
a weed barrier. This will suppress the weeds underneath it and they will 
not get the exposure to light and air they need to germinate. You then cut 
holes in the weed barrier to accommodate planting.  Make sure you use 
a landscape fabric specifically designed for landscape. We have a 3’ X 50’ 
roll for $4.99.

The second method is the one I prefer. It consists of excavating the exist-
ing soil to a depth of 6” to 8”.  This is the hard part and requires a good 
shovel and a strong back. This will actually get rid of the weed seeds. 
When you come back in with 8” to 10” of landscape mix (fine regrind pine 
bark mulch that has been aged and composted), you leave the dormant 
seeds too deep to be able to germinate. You plant directly in this land-
scape mix. It is not meant to be tilled into the existing soil. We sell this 
landscape mix in bulk. The cost is $40 for a one cubic yard bucket scoop.
While the first method is cheaper and seemingly easier, I find that the 
second method is better in the long run and remember, do not skimp on 
bed prep! You want to do it and be done.

Now you are ready for plant selection. Make sure you chose the right 
plant for the right spot. Know what your sun exposure is. Are they ev-
ergreen or do they lose their leaves in the winter? Leave room for plant 
growth. Know the plants ultimate height and width at maturity. For exam-
ple, Little Gem Magnolia is a dwarf magnolia. It will grow 25’ tall and 15’ 

wide. Pare plants with the same water and light requirements. A simple 
google search can be helpful. I try to incorporate plants with different 
seasonal interest. These are plants that I call “sur-
prise plants”. These are plants that are inconspic-
uous most of the time and then “surprise”, they 
show off something spectacular. One such plant 
is Virginia Sweetspire. The foliage turns red in the 
fall before losing its leaves. Then in the spring it 
produces wispy racemes of white flowers. It is 
very showy and the blooms last a long time. Then, it becomes just anoth-
er green bush for the rest of the year. But during the three to four weeks 
of bloom, it is spectacular.

Windows and other architectural features need to be considered as well. 
You don’t want to cover these features as they are the personality of 
your home. If you have beautiful arching windows looking out your great 
room, you do not want to cover them up with shrubs. You want passers-
by to see them and you want to be able to look out of them from inside.
Take note of the perspective angle from which your landscape will be 
mostly viewed.  Unless someone parks on the curb directly in front of 
your home and walks up to your front door, it is unlikely that anyone 
will view your home straight on from the front. As people walk or drive 
by, their perspective will be at an angle in front of and to the left/right 
of their current position. With that being said, before actually planting, 
set your plants out and walk around the yard and see what they look like 
from several different angles. What do they look like from the driveway? 
What do they look like from next door?

I know this may sound overwhelming, but don’t get discouraged. Any 
questions you may have about bed prep, plant selection or plant place-
ment, we are here to answer your questions and walk you through any 
doubts you may be having. If you simply can’t or don’t want to do this 
design by yourself, I am available for individual, one on one consultations 
either on your site of at the garden center with an appointment. I charge 
$100 per hour for individual consultations and you will most likely end up 
with a plan and easy to follow instructions for execution. I find that you 
will have more pride in the finished product if you are able to do it your-
self (or at least be hands on in instructing someone else to do the heavy 
labor if you are unable).

Good luck and remember, find your happiness where you planted it.

Corkey Bruce is the owner of Natural Springs Garden Center located at 
4243 Highway 6 in Natchitoches. For more info call 318-354-9385.

This is Around The Town’s

Gerard “Jerry” Conklin, 
Owner
(318) 521-2969

CenLA VR Game Truck Rental
“Where the Party Comes to YOU!!”

virtualrealitygametruck.com
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Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $15.99 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer 
is assistant pastor at
Rock Island Baptist 

Church, Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your orders NoW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
          Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2018

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

FALL FEST
NOVEMBER 2ND & 3RD

Customers register for giveaways
with your $10.00 or more purchase

made inside building

Food on site

Perfect location for garage sales

SET UP FEES
$15 or $20 for non electric

$20 or $30 for electric
$55 for Food Trucks

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, TX 75948
Near Pendleton Bridge

409-625-1606 or 337-207-2948
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245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-attach 
       6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Get Peace of Mind
today for a more secure

TOMORROW!
Final Expense Insurance provide an affordable and

convenient way to manage finances for the end of life.
• Whole Life Insurance
• Affordable rates that can NEVER be increased
• Benefits that can NEVER be reduced
• Choose the benefit you need - up to $35,000
• Simple application with no medical exam
• Protection that can NEVER be cancelled
• IMMEDIATE benefits from the very first day
• Don’t leave a financial burden on your loved ones
• This Final Expense Funeral Plan will provide the needed 

funds for your final expenses

The average funeral costs between 
$8,000 and $10,000

Are you prepared? Final Expense Insurance provides you and your family 
with a cash burial program of permanent life insurance.

I work with multiple insurance
companies and will work for YOU!

Call today for
a free quote:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

• Premium payable: EFT, Direct Monthly Bill or Debit/Credit Card 
• Payable Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually or Annually
• Select first billing month - Select billing day or billing week
• Draft upon approval
• Does proposed insured receive Social Security, Social Security Disability, SSI, 

VA Retirement and/or VA Disability

It Happens On 
The Road
by Dennis Coleman

I’ve been watching or playing baseball for a long 
time. For most of that time by the ‘established’ 
set of rules. Occasionally, there have been a few 
times when the interpretation of those rules left 
something to be desired. One of those rare times when a well established 
rule was somehow overlooked is referenced here. 

It was a close game and we trailed 4-3. The opposing pitcher had been 
steady and kept everything ‘away’ from the hitter. We had runners on 
second and third with one out. With yours truly at the plate, the pitcher 
started me with a hard one, high and inside. His next pitch was on the 
outside corner that I fouled off down the right field line. Here’s where it 
gets interesting.

The third baseman was playing off the line and in on the grass... as I said 
the pitcher was keeping everything away. Then he left one up and over 
the middle of the plate. I put a good swing on it and hit a line drive that 
unobstructed, may or may not have been fair.  However, the third base-
man dove for the ball and the fingertips of his glove hit the ball. He hardly 
slowed the ball and it sailed well past the bag before landing in foul ter-
ritory. 

The plate umpire throwed up both hands and yelled ‘Foul.’ My third base 
coach throwed up both hands and yelled ‘No.’ They had a discussion.... Of 
course a batted ball which is touched by a fielder ‘before’ it reaches either 
bag is FAIR even if it flies to Singapore in foul territory.

Well, that’s the way it is supposed to be, but we were the visiting team.  
Our entire team was under ‘threat’ and the umpires were homers. We 
weren’t going to win this one, and we didn’t. So, a hard hit ball takes a 

piece of  the fielder’s glove and lands foul. The third baseman dives to-
ward the foul line, but sprawls in the grass in fair territory. That picture 
remains embedded in my mind: the ball landing foul with the defensive 
player landing on the grass in the infield.  It happens on the road.

Now, here’s where a writer’s “creative license” could change an historical 
account, and I wish I could. After the discussion, the runners went back 
to their respective bases and we settled back in for a ‘do over.’ The next 
pitch was very similar to the last, and it too was ‘mashed.’ However, the 
third baseman had made a slight adjustment and this time when he dove 
his momentum carried him not only to the ball but worse, for me, TO THE 
BAG. After catching the ball, he landed on the third base bag. Though the 
runner was barely off the bag, he was out. Unassisted double-play. Game 
over. It happens on the road.
Attachments area



Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Finest Memorials Since 1965 • Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

Upcoming Classes
For 14 Hours of Instruction
October 6 & November 14

For 38 Hours of Instruction
October 19, 20, 22 & 23
November 17, 19, 20, 21

Please call 
318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We haave opened 
our new offic and classroom at 317 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door 
to Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up 
for available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044

Personal Auto, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs,
SR22 & Mobile Homes

All Commercial Lines & Homeowners

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency
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Auto Correct????
FIRST TEXT MESSAGE
Hi, Mark,

This is Tom, next door. I’ve got a confession to make. I’ve been riddled w/
guilt for a few months & have been trying to get up the courage to tell you 
face-to-face. At least I’m telling you in this text, & I can’t live w/myself a 
minute longer w/o your knowing about this.

The truth is that, when you’re not around, I’ve been sharing your wife, day 
& night. In fact, probably much more than you. I haven’t been getting it 
at home recently, & I know that that’s no excuse. The temptation was just 
too great. I can’t live w/the guilt & hope you’ll accept my sincere apology 
& forgive me. Please suggest a fee for usage, & I’ll pay you.

Regards, Tom

NEIGHBOR’S RESPONSE:
Mark, feeling very angry & betrayed, grabbed his gun, went next door, & 
shot Tom, killing him. He went back home, shot his wife, poured himself 
a stiff drink & sat down on the sofa. Mark then looked at his phone & 
discovered a 2nd text message from Tom.

2ND TEXT MESSAGE:
Hi, Mark.

Tom here again. Sorry about the typo on my last text. I expect you fig-
ured it out & noticed that the darned Auto-Correct had changed “wi-fi” 
to “wife.” Technology, huh? It’ll be the death of us all.

Regards, Tom.
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552
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Serving the community for 47 years

Mike Morris
(318) 256-5634
morris_furniture@hotmail.com

268 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

morrisfurniturela.com

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

MoN-sat • 81M-10PM
suN • 8aM-2PM

terrY & PaM tedder

oWNers (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER

LeChic Salon/Barber
99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA

318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

C R Wood Insurance Agcy Inc
Buddy Wood, Agent

125 Fisher Road
Many, LA 71449-0826
Bus 318-256-3890   Fax 318-256-2784
buddy.wood.b276@statefarm.com

NMLS #139716  NMLS MLO #324240   MLO License #324240

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Qualifying
Member

®

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by rick Zelle

from tHe World’s most beautiful
and expensive Woods

604 keyser avenue
natcHitocHes, la 71457 318-354-7772

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

GQ Fashions
339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 352-8216

Adidas & Nike Cleats
Dress Shirts & Vests

Men’s & Boy’s Suits
“If we don’t have what you need - we can order it”

hours
Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm

Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

 

3285 Old Sabine Town Rd., Hemphill, TX 75948 

Dine-In & Catering Available 
Charles & Barbara Weaver (Owners) 

Larry Weaver (Manager) 
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THE CAJUN COOK

Redneck Logic
 by Bo Walker

You should never believe a person that says they 
know it all.  I was a Lectrician for 40 
years.  I had been retired 10 years when 
I found out what I did was Electrician....
Redneck Logic

Logo by: JuniorJohnson

“This cake was born on the bayou. It has a car-
amel-pecan sauce that soaks into the cake.”

Ingredients
Cajun Cake:
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 1/2 cups white sugar
2 teaspoons baking soda
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 eggs
1 (20 ounce) can crushed pineapple with juice
 
Topping:
3/4 cup white sugar
3/4 cup evaporated milk
1/2 cup margarine
1 cup chopped pecans
1 1/2 cups flaked coconut
Directions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease and flour a 
9x13-inch pan.
In a large bowl, sift together flour, 1 1/2 cup sugar, salt and baking 
soda. Add eggs, pineapple, and juice. Mix at low speed until well 
blended.
Pour batter into prepared pan. Bake in preheated oven until a tes-
ter comes out clean, 30 to 35 minutes. Have the topping ready 
when the cake comes out of the oven.
To Make Topping: In a saucepan, combine milk, 3/4 cup sugar, and 
margarine. Bring to a boil and cook for 2 minutes, stirring constant-
ly. Add pecans and coconut and combine. Remove from heat.
When cake comes out of the oven, pour on the topping and care-
fully spread on while cake is still hot.

CAJUN CAKE

My heart says
chocolate  and wine.
But my jeans say,

“For the Love of God
woman, eat a salad! ”



Page 24| Around The Town                    October 2018

Natchitoches Parish 
Deputy Ronnie Evans 
Retires After 33 
Years of Service
First and foremost, I would like to thank God 
for having allowed me the health and strength 
to have spent thirty-three(33)years as a ser-
vant of the people of Natchitoches Parish.  

I must admit that growing up, I never had a de-
sire to be a member of law enforcement.  It 
was in the month and year of August 1985 that 
I was summoned to the office of the late Sheriff Norm Fletcher.  I didn’t 
know anything about him at the time, only that I heard he was the Sheriff.  
I first hesitated to go see him at his office because I wasn’t sure why he 
wanted to see me.  I had not had a run in with the law nor did I have any 
outstanding traffic tickets at that time.  

After a couple of anxious days, I finally built up the nerves to go and see 
the Sheriff.  All to my surprise that he was only interested in offering me a 
full time job.  Actually at that time I had a job at the Natchitoches Parish 
School Board and I was not looking for another job.  He was the type of 
person that could sell ice to an Eskimo if he wanted.  By the time he had 
finished his conversation with me in his office, I was persuaded to go to 
work for him.  

When Sheriff Norm Fletcher resigned in 1989, chief deputy Boyd Durr be-
came Sheriff.  By that time, I was really enjoying my job as a tax collector.  
I decided to continue working under the new Sheriff.  He and I became 
friends and we developed a good relationship.  He served as sheriff until 
2000, when he was defeated in the election by deputy Victor Jones, Jr.  

By this time, I had been employed at the sheriff office for fifteen (15) 
years.  I had gotten older and realized that I was half way to having a good 
retirement. I was blessed to have been working with good people in the 
office there with me.  I decided that I would continue to work under Sher-
iff Victor Jones and hopefully be able to retire one day.  

Well that one day has come.  I would like to thank Sheriff Jones for allow-
ing me to continue working all these years for him.  It has been a great ca-
reer for me and I pray for all those who put their life on the line every day.
                                                                                                                        
Deputy Ronnie Evans

Gun Talk
by Ray Hough

I used to think I was just a regular guy, but I was 
born white, which now, whether I like it or not, 
makes me a racist. I am a fiscal and moral con-
servative, which by today’s standards, makes 
me a fascist. I am heterosexual, which accord-
ing to gay folks, now makes me a homophobic. I 
am non-union, which makes me a traitor to the 
working class and an ally of big business

I am a Christian, which now labels me as an infidel. I believe in the 2nd 
Amendment, which now makes me a member of the vast gun lobby. I am 
older than 70, which makes me a useless old man. I think and I reason, 
therefore I doubt much that the main stream media tells me, which must 
make me a reactionary. I am proud of my heritage and our inclusive Amer-
ican culture, which makes me  xenophobe.

I value my safety and that of my family and I appreciate the police and 
the legal system, which makes me a right-wing extremist. I believe in hard 
work, fair play, and fair compensation according to each individual’s mer-
its, which today makes me an anti-socialist. I believe in the defense and 
protection of the homeland for and by all citizens, which now makes me 
a militant. Oh, and I am a Veteran, which , according to a certain senator 
from California, makes me mentally ill and a terroristic threat who should 
not be allowed to own a firearm.

Now, a sick old woman is calling me and my friends a basket of deplor-
ables. Please help be come to terms with the new me...because I’m just 
not sure who I am anymore! I would like to thank all my friends for stick-
ing with me through these abrupt, new-found changes in my life and my 
thinking! I just can’t imagine or understand what’s happened to me so 
quickly! Funny...it’s all just taken place over the last 7 or 8 years! As if 
all the c**p wasn’t enough to deal with, I’m now afraid to go into either 
restroom.

On a more serious note, this upcoming election may be our very last 
chance to vote ourselves out of the direction that the liberals want us 
to go. Do not allow complacency to rule. Be sure to get out and vote to 
protect our freedoms.

FFL TRANSFERS
at

POP’S GUN LOCKER
call

318-645-7673

to
Around the Town

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

ProMises KePt/services delivered

“HoMe of Next daY service”

Rodney C. Abington
rodNeY@aaPestsolutioNs.coM

141 cassidY laNe

MaNY, la 71449
call rodNeY or KYle

318-273-BuGs (2847)

Make a Difference

Adopt a Pet

Spay and Neuter



Sheriff Ronny Richardson, a Sabine Parish native, 
has been at the helm of Sabine Parish Law En-
forcement since 2012 when he was elected for his 
first term as sheriff.  Richardson, a former teach-
er, has almost four decades of law enforcement 
experience.

In addition to thirty-six years of law enforcement 
experience which includes working as a Louisiana 
State Trooper, part-time deputy for the Converse 
Police Department and Sabine Parish Sheriff’s De-
partment, Richardson began serving in the Sabine Parish community as a 
teacher in 1975.  “Working directly with young people for those 22 years 
was enjoyable and rewarding,” he commented, “but I began to realize 
that I wanted to pursue my love for law enforcement.”

During the past 36 years, Richardson has experienced emotional and 
physical roller coaster rides, responded to and witnessed tragic events, 
but as he shared with Around the Town, “making a difference and help-
ing people in this community is a great feeling, even if it’s difficult to do 
sometimes.  I love my job.”

Upon assuming the role of Sabine Parish 
Sheriff almost 7 years ago, Richardson imme-
diately set out to address the rampant drug 
problem in the area.  Since that time, he and 
his department have worked with numer-
ous agencies including the DEA, ATF, Many 
PD, LSP, the Tri-Parish Narcotics Task Force 
and others to curtail drug activity while plac-
ing drug dealers behind bars.  “We have not 

eradicated the drug problem, but we have put up a good fight against it,” 
he added.

A native of Converse, Richardson graduated from Converse High School, 
earned his Bachelor of Science degree at Louisiana Tech and completed 
his Master’s Degree at Northwestern State University.  He worked his way 
through college by shoeing horses and working in the oil field industry. 

In addition to his law enforcement career, Sheriff Richardson is a cattle 
and quarter horse rancher.  He and his wife Linda live on his farm near 
Converse.  He is the father of two children and the proud grandfather 
of three.  He is also a Deacon and member of the First Baptist Church of 
Converse, an NRA Life Member, a former competition shooter and has 
been a sponsor for the Louisiana State Trooper’s Association Disadvan-
taged Children Charity projects.

“Sabine Parish is a great place to raise a family,” Richardson added.  “I 
wouldn’t trade it for anything!”
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OCTOBER 2018 SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON

Sabine Sheriff Ronny Richardson

Sheriff Richardson is shown 
with his grandchildren:  Ma-
son, Jude and Emery.

Richardson poses with a group of young people 
who participate in the Youth Against Drugs orga-
nization which he initiated. Richardson hopes to 
help junior high students prevent drug use before 
it ever starts.

When at home on his farm, 
Richardson enjoys his cattle 
and horses.

The sheriff is a firm believer in the DARE 
program.

Sheriff Richardson speaks 
with a young man at a re-
cent Zwolle Loggers and 
Foresty Festival who is al-
ready considering a career 
in law enforcement.

Sheriff Richardson and his wife, Linda.

Richardson is shown with three of the Sabine Parish School Re-
source officers who help provide a safe educational environ-
ment.



Page 26| Around The Town                      October  2018

PLUmBing, LLc
o’Bannon

gLen o’Bannon, owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

1202 Forest Lane Many LA  71449 
4 BD 3.5  BA  2942 sq ft +/-

In Ground Pool and Shop Building
$339,900

Listing Agent Danny Manuel 318-332-5229
Ronald D. Brandon, Broker

 318-256-6410 or 318-256-0775

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

Governor announces $27 
million dorm project for 
LSMSA
Governor John Bel Edwards gathered students and staff at the Louisiana 
School of Math, Science, and the Arts in Natchitoches Tuesday to share a 
special, multimillion-dollar announcement. 

The Governor said $27 million had been secured to   start a long-awaited 
dorm room project on campus. 

Since the school opened 35 years ago, students have been living in dorms 
loaned to them buy Northwestern State University. LSMSA’s Executive Di-
rector Steven Horton said those dorms were only supposed to be used 
for five years.

After Governor Edwards toured the dorms last December, he told staff 
that as soon as the state was able they would make an investment in a 
new residential facility. 

He said the money is coming from the Capital Outlay Bill and has already 
been approved by the legislature. It will be used to create one large dorm. 

Governor Edwards said this project is an investment in Louisiana’s future. 

“This is one of the premier high school educations available anywhere in 
the country,” Governor Edwards said. “Why should we not have a facility 
that mirrors that? You don’t want the facility to dissuade people from 
taking advantage of the education. So, I think it is going to be very im-
portant for decades to come to make sure we are stable here, and that 
we can continue to attract the best and brightest students from all across 
Louisiana to come to Natchitoches and to benefit from this educational 
opportunity.”

Both Governor Edwards and the school’s executive director hope to see 
dirt moving on the property in the next several months. The tentative 
move in date would be in the fall of 2020.”Our students in a right of pas-
sage, most of them work in housekeeping,” Horton said. “They are re-
sponsible for keeping Caddo and Prudhomme in good shape, and all of 
the buildings for that matter. So, it is an investment. But, we will take care 
of that investment and I am confident that for the next 50 years or so, the 
Louisiana School is going to thrive even more than it already has.

Celebrating Around The Town’s

Thibodeaux and Hebert were driving down the Interstate yesterday, 
but Thibodeaux was only driving about 10 miles per hour. 

Traffic was passing them left and right, 18 wheelers were swerving all 
over trying to keep from slamming into them, and traffic was generally 
in chaos. 

State Trooper Boudreaux, sitting near an overpass, saw this and pro-
ceeded to pull Thibodeaux over. 

Trooper Boudreaux asked Thibodeaux, “Why you goin’ so slow ?” 

Thibodeaux replied, “Mais, Ossifer, I always drives de speed limit, look 
der’s a sign right der, an’ it says ‘10’ .” 

Trooper Boudreaux tells him, “Thibodeaux, you dummy, dat’s de hight-
way sign. Dis is Interstate 10.” 

Boudreaux looks over and notices Hebert shaking and sweating, and 
asks him what the problem is. 

Hebert says, “Boy, I sure wish you had stopped us 10 minutes ago, 
when we was on highway 182 !”

Advice from
Boudreaux and

Thibodeaux

Limit all U.S.
Politicians to 2 terms!

One in Office,
One in Prison!
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INFORMED 
& HEALTHY
Keeping You

Jessica Acosta

Not Pictured:
Chasity Spencer LPN

Darneicius Thomas LPN
Tiffany Ehrhart
Stacey Dillard

Latoya Johnson

James Wagley

Lakesha Wilson

Meena Sunil

Shanticqua Smith

Catherine Shepard

Ayanah Sowell

Lynda Roberts

Donna Roberts

Kathy Corbin

Cliff Davis

Sharon Goldwire

Sheila Hampton

Thelma Jackson

Doris Kochinsky

Mary Lancaster

Katie Lovell

Latwanna Mathews

Latrinda McGee

Shelby BeaudoinVirginia BatesCrystal Armstrong Joia Caldwell Tywanna Chisley

Stella OnyeakaziBrittany JacksonBrittany Procell Vicki Mosley Monica McMillan

Valued Parish Families,
Our Board of  Directors and 

Executive Team are pleased to 
inform you that to make it more 
convenient for you to get the high-
quality, personalized, culturally-
sensitive, cost-effective and 
professional primary care services 
your family and you deserve, 
Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is 
now open until 5 pm on Fridays and 
a half  day on Saturdays. We have 
also now staggered our providers 
lunch hours which allows us to see 

you over your lunch hour - 5 day per week. While we always 
prefer that you make an appointment; you can always just 
walk in to get the compassionate primary care that your 
family and you deserve. In case you didn’t know:

- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. provides Family 
Medicine; Internal Medicine; Pediatric; Behavioral Health 
Services; Family Counseling Services; Dental Services; 
Pharmacy Services; Medicaid Eligibility Services; 
Dermatology Services; Infectious Disease Services, GYN 
Services; a myriad of  Enabling Services and Urgent Care 
Services 

- It is cheaper for you to obtain Urgent Care Services in 
our health system than at the local hospital

- Our wait times to see our clinicians for Urgent Care 
Services is generally lower than at the local hospital 

- Your out-of-pocket financial responsibility is generally 
lower when you utilize our health system for non-emergent 
primary care services 

- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is recognized for being a 
chronic disease care specialist

- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is The Joint Commission 
accredited 

- Outpatient Medical Center is NCQA Patient Centered 
Medical Home Level II recognized 

- All of  our system clinicians are Board-certified or 

eligible 
- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is the only Louisiana-

based Federally Qualified Health System to be awarded CD 
Black Women’s Health grant funding 

- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is the only Louisiana-
based Federally Qualified Health System to have a diabetes 
prevention program recognized by the CDC

- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. has over 41 years’ 
experience providing high-quality, cost-effective, 
personalized, medically-appropriate integrated primary 
care services for our valued parish families 

- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. has been a “preferred 
provider” for patients covered by Medicare and Medicaid 
for over four decades. We were there to care for this patient 
population when others would not and we’re still caring 
for them today 

- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. encourages more 
Commercially-insured; Veterans and their families to 
establish care with our health system 

- At Outpatient Medical Center Inc., we pride ourselves 
in knowing every one of  our patients and their families 
and we will never lose our personal touch with you and;

- The more you utilize our health system, the more local 
community people we will employ to strengthen our 
model of  community taking care of  community. Over the 
past 15 months we have more than doubled the number of  
community people employed by our progressive health 
system

- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. has been on the front 
lines fighting for social equity on our parishes for over 41 
years. 41 years we have been laying it on the line to help 
improve the health and well-being of  our valued parish 
families 

I close encouraging your family and you to take advantage 
of  our expanded Friday and Saturday hours of  operation 
to help keep your family and you healthy and whole; 
because caring for you is what we do at Outpatient 
Medical Center Inc. Be well; be informed; be healthy and 
be in touch!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Carl I. Walters II., 
Chief  Executive 

Officer, Outpatient 
Medical Center Inc.

BECAUSE CARING FOR YOU IS WHAT WE DO
OMC is now offering extended service hours.  New Friday hours will be 8-5 and Saturdays from 9-1.  

Walk-ins are always welcome.  Sports physicals, gynecological services, pediatric services,
 urgent care, and primary care.  We accept all insurance. 

We are accepting new patients to include veterans 
and those with Tricare, Medicare, and Medicaid, and commercial insurance.  
OMC is now accepting new patients and welcomes active duty, reserve, 

retired military Veterans and their families.

NATCHITOCHES
1640 Breazeale Springs St.

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-352-9299

LEESVILLE
908 South 10th St.
Leesville, LA 71446

337-238-1274

TALLULAH 
804 Beech St.

Tallulah, LA 71282
318-574-1453

Visit our website at www.outpatientmedical.org
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more than doubled the number of community peo-
ple employed by our progressive health system
- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. has been on the 
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inform you that to make it more 
convenient for you to get the high-
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your family and you deserve, 
Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is 
now open until 5 pm on Fridays and 
a half  day on Saturdays. We have 
also now staggered our providers 
lunch hours which allows us to see 

you over your lunch hour - 5 day per week. While we always 
prefer that you make an appointment; you can always just 
walk in to get the compassionate primary care that your 
family and you deserve. In case you didn’t know:

- Outpatient Medical Center Inc. provides Family 
Medicine; Internal Medicine; Pediatric; Behavioral Health 
Services; Family Counseling Services; Dental Services; 
Pharmacy Services; Medicaid Eligibility Services; 
Dermatology Services; Infectious Disease Services, GYN 
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Carl I. Walters II., 
Chief  Executive 
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Medical Center Inc.

BECAUSE CARING FOR YOU IS WHAT WE DO
OMC is now offering extended service hours.  New Friday hours will be 8-5 and Saturdays from 9-1.  

Walk-ins are always welcome.  Sports physicals, gynecological services, pediatric services,
 urgent care, and primary care.  We accept all insurance. 

We are accepting new patients to include veterans 
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STAIN REMOVING 
WISDOM...

The ultimate stain remover that actually works 
on a seriously set in stain! Never buy Oxyclean 
again!
The mixture is:
• 1 tsp. Dawn dishwashing detergent
• 3-4 tablespoons of hydrogen peroxide
• couple tablespoons of baking soda.
• Scrub on with a scrubbing brush

GILDA JENKINS
VILLAGE OF ROBELINE

COUNCIL MEMBER

  EXPERIENCE
  FAIRNESS
  INTEGRITY

Make your vote count
on

November 6, 2018

Paid for by Gilda Jenkins

VOTE #94

RE-ELECT
&

Campaign Kick-off and 
Fundraiser Hosted for 
Sabine Sheriff Ronny 
Richardson
 A campaign kick-off and fund-
raising dinner for Sabine Parish 
Sheriff Ronny Richardson was 
held on Thursday evening, Sep-
tember 20th at the Many VFW.  
Several dignitaries and area law 
enforcement officers were pres-
ent. The crowd enjoyed a deli-
cious pork loin dinner, door priz-
es and entertainment provided 
by the Russell Peace Band and 
Concordia Parish Clerk of Court 
Clyde Ray Webber.

Emcee Brad Ford introduced 
Sheriff Ronny Richardson who highlight-
ed several accomplishments during his 
tenure in office. He cited the addition of 
deputies to the Narcotics unit as well as 
numerous drug arrests and convictions. 
“Approximately 4.8 million dollars worth 
of illegal drugs have been seized and 
drug dealers taken off the streets, “ add-
ed Richardson. “It’s a start and we have a 
long way to go.”  During his tenure, Sher-
iff Richardson also instituted boat patrols 

on Toledo Bend Lake to thwart burglaries of lake houses, boats, and res-
idences and has increased patrol in all areas of the parish.  He also men-
tioned the addition of School Resource Officers and their presence at all 
schools in his jurisdiction.

During the question and answer portion of the program, attendees spoke 
positively about the Youth Against Drugs program that Sheriff Richard-
son initiated for 6th-8th graders and the addition of a DARE (Drug Abuse 
Resistance Program) for 7th graders. Additionally, the RUOK system that 
Sheriff Richardson was able to obtain was also commended.  The auto-
mated safety program targets vulnerable individuals who, in the event of 
illness, accidental injury, or crime, are in danger of being left unattended 
and unaided for a lengthy period of time. The program allows individuals 
free access to a welfare check system. Richardson noted that the program 
was obtained with a grant and that no taxpayer money was used.

Richardson thanked everyone for their presence and support as he seeks 
re-election to a third term in office.

The Russell Peace band pro-
vided great entertainment 
during the recent fundrais-
er for Sabine Sheriff Ronny 
Richardson

Clyde Ray Webber, Clerk of Court of 
Concordia Parish, entertained the 
crowd at the Richardson fundraiser 
with his humor and antics.
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Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

Business Cards
Stationery 

 Post Cards
Stickers • Banners

Raffle/Event Tickets
Invitations

Political Items
Posters • Flyers
Door Hangers

Passport Photos
Laminating

Much More!

(Copy & Fax Available)

24142 Hwy 191, Zwolle, LA 71486
(located in the Derksen Portable Building Lot)

(office) 318-645-7673
(cell) 318-461-7882

(fax) 318-645-7670

Let us be
Your One-Stop

Print Shop!

We can design
your project for you
or use your photo-ready design!

Bar R Design & Printing

We are now
celebrating

When Presidents and 
Bishops Could 
Be Heroes
by Herbert de Launay

Someone my age was talking recently about 
our schooldays.  It brought back memories.  
I was in high school when President Ken-
nedy was assassinated.  In school we read 
the story of his WWII service in the book 
“PT 109.”  Bishop Hannan was asked by Jackie Kennedy to speak at the 
funeral of his friend and fellow WWII veteran.  Later, Hannan was arch-
bishop of New Orleans.  I got to meet him as a student in New Orleans 
in the 70s.

Long after his retirement at 75, Archbishop Hannan was still active in the 
New Orleans area.  When a member of the armed services died, the for-
mer paratrooper would often show up at the funeral services, paying his 
respects to his deceased comrades.  Those were the days when bishops 
and presidents could be heroes.

For information on Hannan’s life you could find the book, “The Archbish-
op Wore Combat Boots.”  At his death, flags throughout the state were 
at half-mast in remembrance of his service.

Like President Kennedy, many have gone from military service to public 
service.  We can think of George Washington, Dwight Eisenhower, and 
John McCain.  On the state level we have Governor John Bel Edwards.  
Here in Natchitoches Parish we have state representative Cox.  For some, 
events in their military service lead them to turn to spirituality or church 
work.  I think of Ignatius Loyola and Francis of Assisi.

In William Shakespeare’s play, Julius Caesar, we have the line, “The evil 
that men do lives after them; The good is oft interred with their bones.”  
But often it is more than that.  Many times a person is remembered by 
events around them, event that were not of their making but perhaps 
of their unmaking.

Kennedy and Johnson served at the time of the Viet Nam War and the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.  Events outside of them came to dominate their 
time in office.  It is similar with Pope Francis.  When he thought about 
entering religious life as a Jesuit and later as a priest, I am sure he had 
not thought about presiding over a church struggling with a sex abuse 
crisis.  Similarly, some event yet to come might become the dominating 
point of the legacy of President Trump.  Such is the way of history.

We need to be careful of stereotypes and generalizations.  Sometimes 
we judge people or institutions or groups by current news items.  But 
next week might bring a new topic or situation.  Sometimes a few bad 
examples can distort our thinking and our perceptions of a whole group.  
Sometimes one mistake can lead us to overlook all the good a person 
has done.

Most people are doing the best they can.  Many of the events and situ-
ations in our lives are not the ones we would have chosen for ourselves.  
However, we do have to work with them.

Often, we want instant answers or solutions.  We need to remember 
that weeds grow quickly, but oak trees grow slowly.  Perhaps we need 
to work on patience and perseverance.  Faced with difficult situations, 
we need to study carefully and then work diligently.
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Consignment
New and Pre-Owned 

Furniture
Antique • Collectibles

Dining Tables
Bedroom Furniture

Home Decor
(12 months same as cash, with approved credit)

Shipping available on certain items.

STORE HOURS
10 to 6 Weekdays
10 to 4 Saturday
Closed Sunday

NAME BRANDS
Ashley, Drexel,
Thomasville &

Freedom

129 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

(Next to Taco Bell)

318-238-4600
Online Shopping at 

www.hometownconsignment.com

It’s October and finally Fall. This my favorite time of the year. I pray all is 
well with you.

We met in regular session on September 17, 2018. Most of the agenda 
items were appointments or re-appointments to various boards and gen-
eral items of business.

There was an  agenda item to authorize the Parish President to prepare 
and submit an application for a new five-year grant for the Parish Head 
Start Program from the United States Health and Human Services, Office 
of Head Start. Councilman Bedgood, Councilman Paige, and Councilwom-
an Hoover voting in favor. Councilman deGraffenried and Councilman Ra-
chal voting in opposition. 

There appears to be a potential conflict with the outcome of the vote that 
was cast on September 17, 2018. Louisiana Revised Statute 42:1112(B)1 
states that “No public servant, except as provided in R.S. 42:1120, shall 
participate in a transaction involving the governmental entity in which, 
to his actual knowledge, any of the following persons has a substantial 
economic interest: (1) Any member of his immediate family”. Louisiana 
Revised Statute 42:1120 states that If any elected official, in the discharge 
of a duty or responsibility of his office or position, would be required to 
vote on a matter which would be in violation of R.S. 421112, he  shall 
recuse himself from voting. An elected official who recuses himself from 
voting pursuant to this Section shall not be prohibited from participating 
in discussion and debate concerning the matter, provided that he makes 
the disclosure of his conflict or potential conflict a part of the record of his 

agency prior to his participation in the discussion or debate and prior to 
the vote that is the subject of discussion or debate.

Councilman Paige is an elected official, and his wife has been employed 
by the Natchitoches Parish Government since 1990. She receives her 
check from the Natchitoches Parish Government and the Head Start Pro-
gram reimburses the Parish Government. 

Upon the announcement of passage by the Parish Clerk,  challenged the 
vote and stated that Councilman Paige could not vote pursuant the LA 
R.S. 42;1112 and R.S. 42:1120. The chair allowed the vote and adjourned 
the meeting.

Councilman Paige participated in the discussion and debate without dis-
closing his conflict of interest in this matter, and later subsequently voted 
to make application for the new five-year grant, and did not recuse him-
self as required by R.S. 42:1112 and R.S. 42:1120.              

I filed a complaint with the Natchitoches Parish District Attorney’s Office 
and the Louisiana Board of Ethics on September 18, 2018.     

The Natchitoches Parish Government is the grantee of the Head Start 
Program for Natchitoches Parish. If the Parish Council decides to not ap-
ply for the grant, the Head Start Program will not simply go away. Some 
other entity will apply for the grant.   

This is not how responsible government is supposed to work.

Thank you and God Bless,

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council
District 5

Open Letter from 
Natchitoches 
Councilman  
Russell Rachel
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST

Jourdan Waddell of 
Slidell Named Miss 
Northwestern-Lady 
of the Bracelet
Jourdan Waddell of Slidell was selected as the win-
ner of the 61st Annual Miss Northwestern – Lady of 
the Bracelet Pageant held Saturday, September 15 at 
Northwestern State University. Waddell will receive 
more than $8,000 in scholarships and prizes and will represent NSU in 
June’s Miss Louisiana Pageant. 

Waddell is a junior psychology major. She is a member of Sigma Sigma 
Sigma Sorority, Alpha Lambda Delta and Sigma Alpha Pi honor societies 
and was a Demon Days Volunteer. Waddell is a President’s List student. 
She was first runner up in last year’s pageant and was a top five finisher at 
the 2018 Miss Louisiana Pageant. 

“I am elated and excited at winning the pageant,” said Waddell. “I hope 
to use this title as a way to promote my platform of mental health aware-
ness.” McKay Crews of Bossier City was first runner up and Casey Williams 
of Leesville was second runner up.
 
Waddell won the won the talent and swimsuit competition along with 
the Liz Carroll People’s Choice Award voted on by the pageant audience. 
Crews was named Miss Congeniality. Jansen Chisley of Monroe received 
the Children’s Miracle Network Miracle Maker Award for her fundraising 
efforts on behalf of the organization.

NSU to Offer Free PRAXIS 
Seminars
Northwestern State University’s School of Education 
will offer free PRAXIS test preparation seminars at 
NSU’s Teacher Education Center C-105.

Mathematics seminars will be from 4-6 p.m. Wednes-
day, Sept. 26 and Thursday, Oct. 4.

Reading seminars will be from 5-7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
9 and Thursday, Oct. 25.

Writing seminars will be from 5-7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 27 and Tuesday, Oct. 
16.

Mathematics group tutoring sessions will be from 4-6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
27 and Tuesday, Oct. 9.  Participants can stop by for a few minutes or stay 
the entire session to have math questions answered.

To register, contact Jodi Shirley at (318) 357-4058 or email shirleyj@nsula.
edu.  Funding for the seminars is made available through the Believe and 
Prepare Residency Expansion Grant.

Archivist Earns 
Certification 
Sharon Wolff, Northwestern State University’s 
Assistant Archivist at the Cammie G. Henry Re-
search Center in Watson Library, has earned her 
status as a Certified Archivist after sitting for 
the exam given by the Academy of Certified Ar-
chivists. The Academy of Certified Archivists is a 
nationwide, independent organization founded 
in 1989 that certifies professional archivists.

To be accepted for the certification exam, archi-
vists must meet requirements of experience and education. Once they 
have qualified, archivists must pass the certification test in order to be-
come a full-fledged member of the Academy.

Wolff is originally from New York state and earned her undergraduate 
degree in Information Science at the State University of New York at Alba-
ny. She earned her master’s degree in Information Science with concen-
tration in Archives and Records Administration, at the same institution a 
year after completing her bachelor’s degree. She began work at NSU last 
September. 

Wolff said she is delighted to have passed the ACA requirements and 
looks forward to her future career as a Certified Archivist.  

Information on resources available through the NSU Library is available at 
library.nsula.edu.

Northwestern State 
Enrollment Breaks 
11,000 for the First Time
Northwestern State University reached a record enrollment this fall for 
the second straight year with the registration of 11,081 students. Enroll-
ment at the university, which has increased for five consecutive years, is 
up by 509, a 4.8 percent increase over the previous enrollment record 
last fall of 10,572.

NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio said, “This continuing growth in enroll-
ment reflects the vibrant atmosphere at Northwestern and the positive 
reputation and image of the university in this region, the state and be-
yond.” Maggio added, “At the very root of this record enrollment is the 
ongoing success and satisfaction of students, the quality, effectiveness 
and dedication of faculty and staff members and the strong support of 
alumni and friends of the university.” The Northwestern president said, 
“The expansion and enhancement of academic programs, improvements 
in infrastructure and facilities and continued growth in private financial 
contributions from alumni and others are providing much of the mo-
mentum for this surge in enrollment.” 
This fall’s freshman class enrollment 
of 1,562 is an increase of 1.3 percent 
over last year, according to Acting 
Registrar Barbara Prescott. Maggio 
said increased freshman registration 
“should help assure future enrollment 
growth.”

NSU student Casey Williams said the campus atmosphere is one of the 
things that attracted her to the university. “Being a fourth generation De-
mon, Northwestern State University already felt like home,” said Casey 
Williams, a nursing major from Leesville. “The university fosters a sense 
of community that allows everyone to be themselves and grow as stu-
dents and citizens. Being an aspiring nurse, NSU’s nursing program was 
also a perfect fit, considering their great reputation.”

Williams, a sophomore, is in her first semester on NSU’s campus after 
earning 40 hours through the dual enrollment program in high school. 
She is active in campus activities as a member of Sigma Sigma Sigma So-
rority, the Purple Pizazz Pom Pon Line and serving as an NSU Ambassador. 
“After my first few weeks at NSU, I’ve come to the conclusion that our 
university is one full of positivity and empowerment,” said Williams. “I 
have truly found my niche and have loved every second of being a De-
mon.”

The university expanded its academic programs by adding a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts program in dance. NSU is seeking additional programs that will 
enhance economic development opportunities in the region and state. 
Northwestern State continued to offer more opportunities for students to 
study internationally and has signed articulation agreements with com-
munity and technical colleges to make it easier for students to transfer 
to Northwestern State to earn a bachelor’s degree without losing credits.

Maggio said Northwestern State undertook a number of projects to en-
hance facilities and improve the overall student experience. The former 
Neebo building on University Parkway was converted into a new book-
store. The facility will house a Chick-fil-A Express later this year. A circular 
drive and ADA compliant parking area were installed in front of Watson 
Library for library patrons and those who visit Café DeMon.  NSU’s Ac-
ademic Advising department will relocate to the first floor of Watson 
Library with access through the Academic Success Center, which com-
pletes the revitalization of Watson’s first floor where the Academic Ad-
vising Center, Academic Success Center and Testing Center are all in one 
location.

The university is installing an elevator in the Teacher Education Center 
and is developing a concrete activity platform behind the TEC which is 
also ADA accessible. Other building upgrades include a privately-funded 
remodeled state-of-the-art classroom in Bienvenu Hall and plans to im-
prove the heating and air conditioning equipment that will continue this 
fall. 

At NSU’s Shreveport campus, the university has teamed with Follett to 
open a new bookstore in the university library to better serve Shreveport 
nursing students and a project is underway to improve ADA accessibility 
at the Warrington Nursing and Child and Family Network building.  In 
Natchitoches, NSU’s College of Nursing is installing a nursing lab with 10 
nursing hospital beds for Natchitoches nursing clinicals students.
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NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
Come see the all  new 2018 JEEP WRANGLERS JK Models

all new 2019 RAM 1500 Models are here!!!

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!

$7,000 OFF
2018 Grand            
Cherokee
LTD
Stock
#J8009

$7,000 OFF
2018 Chrysler
300
Stock
#C8015

$6,000 OFF     
2019 Jeep 
Cherokee
Latitude 
Stock 
#J90`8

Come See Our Huge Selection of Pre-Owned Inventory

“With These Prices, Stay In Town, No Need To Drive Anywhere!”
“Special Finance Rebates Included In All Pricing”

Our Service is Second to None. 
Come check out our NEW Service Dept. !

NEW
OWNERSHIP

NEW
MANAGEMENT

COME SEE US TODAY

SAVE

THOUSANDS

INVENTORY LEVELS AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY
WE NEED THE ROOM

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED
NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY!

$10,000 OFF
2019 RAM Bighorn
Trucks
Stock
#R9004

$12,000 OFF
2019 RAM Big
Horn Trucks
Stock
#R9004


