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Community Mourns the 
Loss of Prominent 
Businessman
Emmett Darrell Manasco, known to 
all as “Butch,” was born November 8, 
1946 and passed away Friday, Novem-
ber 2, 2018. Remaining to cherish his 
memory is his wife of 33 years, Cindy 
Langton Manasco, four children Brad-
ley Manasco and wife Cindy of Amity, 
Arkansas; Brian Manasco of Glenwood, 
Arkansas; Savannah Gilcrease and hus-
band Dustin of Florien; Lang Manasco 
of Shreveport, and girlfriend Grace Thomas. Other survivors include six 
grandchildren Angil Manasco, Karley Manasco, Nicholas Manasco, Stone 
Manasco, John Manasco, Abel Gilcrease; one niece and five nephews.
Butch was preceded in death by his sister Dianne Thomason and his par-
ents Emmitt and Becky Manasco. He was a lifelong resident of Many, 
where he established his livelihood as a used car salesman, and later a 
bail bondsman. He was elected as a Sabine Parish Police Jury Member for 
three terms. He was also appointed as a Sabine Parish Fire District Board 
Member for many years.  He truly enjoyed dealing, trading, and tinkering 
with his cars and tractors.

Butch loved his family deeply and he was treasured by them in return. He 
beamed with pride with each mention of his children and grandchildren. 
His devotion toward his family was demonstrated through his diligence 
and provision. His insatiable wit and comedic relief will be sorely missed 
by his extended family and friends alike.  In addition, Butch loved to fel-
lowship with others. He never met a stranger and his exceptional inter-
personal skills resulted in countless friendships. His legacy as “a friend to 
all” is evidenced by his kindness, compassion, hospitality and generosity 
as he seized every opportunity to help and bless others.

(continued on page 2)

Yvonne’s Boutique and 
Merle Norman Cosmetics- 
A Winning Combination 
by  Kristy Sandel Knippers 

Yvonne’s Boutique on the Bayou & Merle Norman 
Cosmetics in Many is definitely a local business to 
checkout as you’ re finishing up your Christmas 
shopping. Mom/daughter duo, Yvonne Ebarb & Ef-
fie Prins work hard to provide our community with 
quality boutique style clothes, as well as Merle 
Norman Cosmetics. 

Growing up, Effie remembers Yvonne taking her to 
Selma’s to have a Merle Norman makeover & has 
been a loyal cosmetic user ever since. Shopping 
was always a favorite pastime they shared through 
the years; it just became part of what they did. So later in life, it just made 
sense their dream became to own their own boutique & sell the Merle 
Norman Cosmetics line. 

Their boutique offers up to date trends, from young 
contemporary to misses - clothes, accessories, shoes, 
handbags, and jewelry. They work with awesome 
vendors to ensure their customers have the newest 
styles. As a matter of fact, Yvonne and Effie have just 
returned from market, so now is a perfect time to stop 
by! The prices are competitive; most things are rea-
sonably priced, but they also carry a ‘high end line’.
Shopping should be fun with personal service, and 
that’s exactly what you get at Yvonne’s Boutique. 

Yvonne and Effie worked very hard to be able to bring the Merle Norman 
Cosmetics makeup line back to Many. It took them over 4 months and 
traveling to Los Angeles to complete the entire process to be cleared to 
sell Merle Norman Cosmetics. They stand behind their made in the USA 
product. The boutique has a large selection of Merle Norman Cosmetics 
in the store and they are very knowledgeable to help meet any Merle 
Norman Cosmetics need you may have. 

Yvonne’s Boutique & Merle Norman Cosmetics is coming up on their one 
year anniversary,  so be on the lookout for a giveaway! Yvonne and Effie 
feel so blessed and fortunate over the success of their business thus far, 
and can only hope to see it thrive even more as 2019 approaches. 

Yvonne Ebarb

Effie Prins

They are so grateful for their customers “without them we wouldn’t be 
here!” Yvonne and Effie are continually working and educating themselves 
with the Merle Norman Cosmetics makeup line, as well as the latest styles 
to keep in stock! So as you’re looking for that perfect gift, remember to 
shop local and check them out! 

Yvonne’s Boutique & Merle Norman is located at 940 San Antonio Ave. in 
Many. They are open Monday-Friday, 10:00 A.M.  - 5:00 P.M. and Saturday, 
10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.You can always give them a call at 318-609-4360.



True 
Compassion
by Tommy Lewis

 It’s the most wonderful time of the year!  
Christmas is almost here, and I can’t hardly 
wait!  It’s hard for me to decide what I love 
most about Christmas between the gifts, dec-
orations, music, food, and everything else that 
comes with Christmas.  It’s very easy for me to 
lose focus on what truly is important this time of year, which is the birth 
of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Jesus came so that we wouldn’t to be bound by 
our sin anymore.  Just as Jesus focused on others when He came, we also 
need to focus on others this Christmas.  Just as Jesus had compassion to-
ward others, we need to have compassion toward others this Christmas.

 Compassion is the virtue of empathy for the suffering of others.  Compas-
sion is what moves you to go out of your way to lift someone up.  You see 
compassion brings you to a place where you put others ahead of yourself.  
Compassion brings you to see the need of the people around you, and it 
helps you to touch the hurt inside of them.  This Christmas we all need to 
have a little more compassion. 

 Luke 10:25-37 NIV- On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test 
Jesus.  Teacher, he asked, what must I do to inherit eternal life? What is 
written in the Law? he replied.  How do you read it? He answered, Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind; and Love your neighbor as yourself.  
You have answered correctly, Jesus replied. Do this and you will live.  But 
he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, And who is my neighbor?  
In reply Jesus said: A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he was attacked by robbers.  They stripped him of his clothes, beat 
him and went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest happened to be going 
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the oth-
er side.  So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed 
by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the 
man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.  Then he put the man on 
his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him.  The next day 
he took out two denari and gave them to the innkeeper.  Look after him, 
he said, and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 
may have.  Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man 
who fell into the hands of a robbers?  The expert in the law replied, the 
one who had mercy on him.  Jesus told him, go and do likewise. 
 
 In this parable, this man was beat up, robbed, and left for dead on the 
side of the road.  The two religious men, the priest and Levite, saw the 
man in his condition and walked on the other side of the road.  The two 
religious men ignored the need of the man.  They had no compassion for 
him.  They left him there to die.  Think about this today.  How many peo-
ple have we seen in need and could help and we didn’t?  How many peo-
ple do we know is lost and we’ve done nothing about it?  How many times 
have we seen them hurting and have turned our head and walked on the 
other side of the road?  We’re so caught up in our own lives we can’t be 
moved by true compassion.  Or we could be like the priest and Levite- we 
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don’t want to get our hands dirty.  We don’t want to be involved in some-
thing that might make us change our schedule or rearrange our day.  For-
get the person is lost.  Forget the person is hurting.  I don’t have time to 
get involved in that today.  I’ll just walk on the other side of the road.  I’ll 
just pretend I didn’t see them hurting and in need.  The religious men just 
didn’t care for the man but the Samaritan did.  The significance of Jesus 
using a Samaritan in this story is extremely huge.  Jews saw Samaritans 
as a lesser people, even calling them dogs.  So for a Samaritan to be the 
one to help the man and not the religious Jews was a big deal.  Jesus was 
trying to show regardless of race, status, or culture we must be moved by 
compassion for others enough to help change their lives.  The Good Sa-
maritan saw the hurt and was moved by compassion to help.  He took the 
man to an inn and took care of him.  The next day he gave the innkeeper 
money for the man to continue to be taken care of and told the innkeeper 
he would be back through to pay anything else the man may owe.  That’s 
true compassion.  That’s what changes people’s lives.  Go out of your way 
to be there for someone and show compassion.  
 You see compassion brings you out of your comfort zone.  It allows the 
love of Jesus Christ to operate through you.  Compassion allows your light 
to shine in a dark world.  True compassion changes lives!  True compas-
sion allows you to be like Jesus!  Matthew 9:35-38- And Jesus went about 
all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people.  But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with 
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd.  Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.  Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that He will send forth laborers into His harvest.  Jesus saw 
the multitude and was moved with compassion.  We have to be moved 
by compassion like Jesus when we see people that are lost, hurting, and 
broken.  People that have no direction and are wandering around in dark-
ness.  We have to be moved by compassion to change their lives.  Look 
what Jesus said after He was moved by compassion.  He said the harvest 
is huge but there aren’t enough workers.  What if He was saying there 
aren’t enough people that are moved by compassion to do something 
about it? Let yourself be moved compassion this Christmas and make a 
difference in someone’s life. 

Community Mourns the 
Loss of Prominent 
Businessman (continued from page 2) 

Funeral services were held at 11:00 am Tuesday November 6, 2018 at 
Alford Heights Baptist Church in Many with burial at Antioch Cemetery 
in Florien. Serving as pallbearers were Lang Manasco, Bradley Manasco,

Brian Manasco, Robert Hable, David Davis, Lee McCann, Dustin Gilcrease, 
and Jonah Jackson. Honorary pallbearers were Oscar Alford, Clifton Lew-
ing, Jr., Jim Cole, Cindy Simmons, Suzette Anderson, Marilyn Meyers, La-
von White, Stone Manasco, and Nick Manasco.

In Loving Memory
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Open Letter from 
Natchitoches 
Councilman  
Russell Rachal
I consider it a blessing to be able to visit with you 
all again this month. As we are in the Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas season, I ask everyone to take a few minutes and re-
flect on all of the blessings that have been bestowed on each of us this 
past year. We serve a Mighty God!!!

We had our regularly scheduled Council meeting on November 19, 2018. 
We had a couple of board appointments and approved a Resolution to 
call a special election to authorize the levying of a 1/2 cent sales tax to 
be applied to the roads if passed by the people.

We also had two agenda items to consider approving the budget for 
Head Start. The first one was to approve the budget for the months 
of March-June grant period for the existing grant period. This motion 
passed by Councilman Bedgood, Councilman deGraffenried, Coun-
cilman Rachal and Councilwoman Hoover voting in favor. Councilman 
Paige had to abstain because his wife is an employee with Head Start.

The other was to approve the budget for the new five-year grant for 
Head Start if we were to apply and be awarded the grant. This motion 
failed for a lack of majority. The vote was Councilman Bedgood and 
Councilwoman Hoover voting in favor and Councilman deGraffenried 
and Councilman Rachal voting in opposition. Councilman Paige had to 
abstain. Therefore, without a Resolution accompanying the application, 
the Parish Government cannot submit an application for the new five-
year grant period by the deadline of Monday November 26, 2018.

I was questioned by numerous people that were in attendance in the 
audience as to why I voted against this agenda item. I advised them 
that I was not voting against the Head Start as a whole. I voted to not 

approve the resolution for the budget because the Natchitoches Parish 
Government does not own the building that they are in on MLK drive. The 
building is in deplorable condition and we cannot legally put any money 
into major renovations in a building that we do not own. I feel the chil-
dren and families that are served by the Head Start program would be 
better served by another entity that is in the business of  education. I 
was asked where I had heard that another agency was interested in the 
Head Start program. I advised this individual that I had heard this through 
my sources. My sources are none other than looking at everything that 
is happening on a daily basis, and the fact that this agency has been to 
several meetings across town expressing an interest in the program. This 
can only be accomplished by losing one’s tunnel vision and noticing ev-
erything that is going on around you.

During the last two Council meetings,  myself and Councilman deGraffen-
ried were accused of being Klansmen because of our Klannish attitudes. 
This was voiced by Councilman Chris Paige. This type of attitude that is 
expressed by him is the reason that nothing can be accomplished for the 
people by the Natchitoches Parish Council.

I will continue to fight for you as long as I have breath left in me. I believe 
in each of you, no matter where you live in this Parish, or whose district 
you live in. Please feel free to contact me at any time.

God Bless,

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council
District 5
(318)652-0382

- Don’t Text and Drive -
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Bill Mauldin: The Soldiers 
Friend 
     by Rickey Robertson 

 During the Louisiana Maneuvers of 1941 we 
have heard the stories of the famous officers 
who came through our area, such as Eisenhow-
er, Patton, Clark, Kruger, and so many others. 
These officers became famous due to their lead-
ership during World War II. But we often over-
look the fact that many enlisted men who came 
through the Louisiana Maneuvers also became famous during World War 
II and afterwards. One such enlisted man was Bill Mauldin.

 William Henry “Bill” Mauldin, who was born in New Mexico, joined the 
Arizona National Guard in 1940, which was a part of the 45th Infantry 
Division. Two days after joining the National Guard this and other units 
across America were federalized in service for one year. Prior to his en-
listment he had become a cartoonist and writer. As he took his infantry 
training he also worked on his first book” Star Spangled Banner” that was 
filled with cartoons of soldiers and the predicaments that they faced in 
each while training, camping, marching, and preparing for war. During the 
Louisiana Maneuvers of 1941 Bill and the 45th Infantry Division were sent 
to Louisiana to participate in the maneuvers. The 45th Division first went 
into bivouac south of DeRidder, La. in Beauregard Parish. While camped 
in this area, the very first USO Building in the United States was opened 
at DeRidder. Bill and the soldiers of the 45th Division were the first of 
thousands upon thousands of soldiers who were able to attend all types 
of programs at this location. For a lonely soldier it was a great place filled 
with dances and other types of entertainment.

 As with all the units who participated in the Louisiana Maneuvers, the 
45th Division was constantly on the move. During Phase 1 of the maneu-
vers, General Patton and his armored units were assigned to the Red Army 
and the 45th Infantry to the Blue Army. General Patton had arrived at the 
little community of Mount Carmel and was planning an attack through 
Peason and Peason Ridge that would allow him to capture Leesville and 
Camp Polk. But General Krueger and his assistant Colonel Dwight Eisen-
hower sent the 45th Infantry Division to block Patton. The 45th Infantry 
came through Peason and slipped through the Mount Carmel Cemetery 
and attacked General Patton and the 2nd Armored Division. The Battle 
of Mount Carmel raged throughout the day around Addison’s Store and 
the Corleyville Road intersection with Patton’s units being pushed back 
toward Many, La. And who came right through here with the 45th Infan-
try? Yes, Bill Mauldin. The 45th Division fought in many more skirmishes 
and maneuver battles throughout the Louisiana Maneuvers. And when 
war came to America, the 45th Division was shipped overseas and partic-
ipated in the Sicily Campaign and the Italian Campaign in 1943 and 1944. 
In 1943 Bill was wounded by German mortar fire. Bill was now becoming 
famous for his depictions of World War II soldiers, with his most famous 
characters being “Joe and Willie”. Joe and Willie were 2 very dirty, very 
tired, and very battle worn infantrymen who slogged through the mud, 
rain, and snow from one battle to the other against the Germans. Bill 
became very popular with the troops and civilians, but not to General 
Patton! And Bill also became the cartoonist for Stars and Stripes Maga-
zine due to his great cartoon work. And by March 1944, Sgt. Bill Mauldin 
was given his own jeep so he could travel up to the front line area when 
he needed to. He was seen by the troops and they loved him and his car-
toons. He was the only representative the foot slogging infantrymen had 
who would tell their story through his cartoons.

 After the war Bill returned back to the United States and he continued his 
work as a political cartoonist. And in 1956 Bill even ran for Congressman 
in New York but was defeated. During his career though Bill was awarded 
2 Pulitzer Prizes for his work. This was such a great accomplishment for 
a man who as a young 19 year old soldier had come and trained here in 
Louisiana. Sadly Bill passed away on January 22, 2003 and was buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery along with the men he served with and de-
picted in his cartoons. And in 2010 the United States Postal Service came 
out with a commemorative stamp in his honor. On the stamp is Bill along 
with his famous World War II characters Joe and Willie. So when you see 
a Bill Mauldin cartoon, remember that he was one of the Greatest Gener-
ation of World War II that came through our area and whose cartoons will 
continue to live on for generations of Americans.  

Pvt. Bill Mauldin, pictured left in 
glasses, was in the 45th Infantry 
Division during the Louisiana Ma-
neuvers. His friend is holding his 
first. Published book “Star Spangled 
Banter” in their camp near DeRid-
der, La. (Robertson Collection)

Members of the 45th Division 
Recreation Section in camp near 
DeRidder, La. during the 1941 
Louisiana Maneuvers. (Robertson 
Collection)

45th Division Chaplain Section lo-
cated in their camp near DeRidder, 
La. during the 1941 Louisiana Ma-
neuvers. (Robertson Collection)

The 45th Division attacked General 
Patton’s units at Mount Carmel. Ad-
dison’s Store and the crossroad at 
this location was located right in the 
midst of the battle in 1941. (Robert-
son Collection)

Troops of the 45th Infantry Division cross Goodson Creek as they advance 
toward Mount Carmel to engage General Patton’s armored units. (Rob-
ertson Collection)

DEX ENTERPRISES
337-263-3389
SUNROOMS & PATIO
COVERINGS
DexSeamless.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
SEAMLESS GUTTERSHIGH-TECH CARPORTS,

AWNINGS & WALKWAY COVERS
JetOfCentralLouisiana.com

NOW SERVING ALL
OF LOUISIANA

Se
am

le
ss

 G
ut

te
rs



Page 5| Around The Town                          December 2018
SKINK!
by Dean Lambert 

     First of all, it’s about a skink, which is a fair-
ly large lizard, some folks call them a scorpion, 
others say salamander, but it really is just a large, 
multi-colored striped lizard that is classified as a 
“Skink”. 

     Several years ago, my dog Pepper was following 
me across the pasture to my tractor shed when I 
noticed a rather large skink slipping through the 
grass. I wanted Pepper to see this little strange 
colorful creature, just to get her reaction, so I 
tapped my foot beside the lizard hoping to get Pepper’s attention. This 
went on for awhile and Pepper never really got curious, I kept trying try-
ing but the dog was disinterested it seemed. All of a sudden the skink 
simply disappeared, just gone, vanished…..I lifted up some of grass with 
my foot, but he was nowhere to be found. So we continued our walk to 
the shed and a short time later we walked back to the house. 

     Once inside the house, I quickly relaxed in my favorite recliner and 
started watching a John Wayne war movie. Pepper jumped up and made 
herself at home on my lap. Soon I was napping on and off and it was a 
full hour and half before something got my attention. It was one of those 
little annoying muscle spasms near my right leg. The muscle was really 
twitching; I had them many times before, so I was not really concerned, 
although this one was very noticeable. It soon stopped and I relaxed and 
continued to watch the movie. Then the spasm started once again, even 
more pronounced, in fact so much that I reached down to my side, where 
my right leg starts and try to soothe it down a little. 

      It was then that I was surprised to feel a large lump. It shocked me, 
my first thought was… “Oh Hell”, Do I have an aneurysm?....Sorry John 
Wayne movie, but I got more pressing problems....I felt around the lump 
some more, trying to figure out just how much trouble I was in….then 
as my fingers searched along the outline of the sudden growth…..I had 
a flashback……back to the pasture, back to Pepper,…back to me stomp-
ing around in the grass.....then it hit me, “Oh No”:…..surely not!....surely 
not!....SKINK in my pants!!

     I jumped up out of my chair, yelling out words I don’t normally use….
as the dog started her continuous barking, I started tearing at my belt...
still yelling ….All this noise and behavior completely startled Amanda who 
was in the kitchen. She began to scream “What’s the matter? …What’s the 
matter!, ...she do doubt thought I was having a heart attack or even worse. 
I continued to remove my pants in record time, all the while screaming 
out…..while Amanda was yelling for an explanation, anything…..by this 
time she had started her excited routine of constant hand waving and her 
“oh my God” one woman line dance. …..

     I finally jumped and twisted around enough to get both legs out of my 
pants and screamed as I threw them across the living room. They landed 
hard on the tile floor, in one big khakis heap. Then I started the wait-
ing game, to see what would crawl out..... Amanda still was clueless, all 
kinds of scenarios playing out in her brain as she watched me standing 
there, in my shirt and underwear, gazing intently at my pants across the 
room. I watched,... I waited, ….nothing moving, ….and then…..to my ut-
ter surprise....my little mobile aneurysm returned…..in the same spot…..
well actually ...perhaps a little lower….somewhat concerning little low-
er.....suddenly it was not about the khakis pants….it was more personal....
more yelling….I took over the dance routine now….not sure how I got 
my underwear off in less than a second…..but I did…..and now I threw 
them across the room…..they caught air and slowly glided to a soft land-
ing near the khakis pants….Amanda is now very frantic…frightened....and 
very confused….still begging for me to explain why I am half naked and 
yelling at my clothes. 

     But unfazed, I now stand still and silently studying the flat circular 
pattern that the undergarment has taken. Then….it happened…..a move-
ment, ....an edge of the undergarment lifts up ....and a large colorful and 
I am sure confused skink slowly crawls out and meanders underneath the 
couch. 

(Continued on page 11)

Louisiana Native 
American Art Fest and 
Wildgame Cookoff, etc.

November 2nd & 3rd was the kickoff dates for Native American Heritage 
Month events for the Choctaw Apache Tribe.  Veterans Powwow, Sau-
sage, Fry Bread and Tamale Contests, Wildgame Cookoff, demonstrations 
of Native crafts and traditions, Native dancing, and lots of Native foods 
were a few of the highlights for this event. Everyone enjoyed the dancers, 
crafts, foods and all events that highlighted some of the traditions, cul-
ture, crafts, arts and foods of the Native American people

Music

Food
&
Fun
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A DeLIGHTful Christmas 
Festival in Many

by Mary Key Brocato

Lights, lights, and more lights! Music, dance, plays, movies, parades, fire-
works, shopping: that’s  what you’ll see in downtown Many during this 
2018 Christmas Festival.

It all began on  Nov. 23, the day after Thanksgiving when Many Mayor Ken 
Freeman  turned on the DeLightful Christmas lights throughout Many from 
the City Hall. 
 
Freeman said city workers and volunteers have worked for weeks to make 
sure the town is ablaze with Christmas lights for this year’s ‘A DeLIGHTful 
Christmas.  

The 2018  holiday calendar is filled with activities for the Christmas season 
so that folks can stay in town  and enjoy Christmas cheer in Many.

A highlight is always the Christmas parade.  Gay Corley, chairperson of the 
Christmas  Committee for several years, has worked hard again in 2018 
to plan a huge parade on Saturday, Dec. 22.  The parade starts at 2 p.m.in 
downtown Many.  Corley said the parade is later than usual this year be-
cause of the elections in early December and other towns’  parades. 

After the parade, the Bucky Slay Memorial Fireworks  will erupt at 6 p.m. 
down at the Many Fair Grounds.  There will be lots of activities and ven-
dors at the fairgrounds during the period  between the parade and the 
fireworks. 
  
The Kids’ Annual Christmas Party  is scheduled for the Many Community 
Center at 7 p.m. after the fireworks spectacular is over.  ‘Star’, a traditional 
Christmas movie, will be shown at 7 p.m. for children and their families.  
Admission is free for everyone, with popcorn and soft drinks being served 
for only $1 each.

Lovers of Christmas will have lots  to do every weekend and even during 
the week during  the month of December.
 
 The Depot Art Guild  will have its ‘Christmas on the Tracks’ at the Many 
Depot Art Gallery. The Christmas Store, where shoppers can admire and 
purchase one-of-a-kind Christmas gifts is open from 5-8 p.m.  

Shanna Gaspard, president of the Depot Art Guild, said artists have worked 
hard all year to create really special, unique gifts for Christmas, including 
paintings, sculptures, decorated gourds, lamps, jewelry, and Christmas tree 
ornaments. She  said,  “If you’ve got a special someone that you want to 
gift with something truly unique but you don’t know what, then I promise  
you can find it at the Depot Art Gallery during our annual Christmas on the 
Tracks sale.”

This year for the first time, there will  be Community Christmas Caroling 
in downtown Many on Dec. 8, 15, 19 and 22. Becky Miller, known for her 
talented dance and music students, is planning this new event.

Music is an important part of this year’s Christmas Festival in Many.  The 
annual Christmas Cantata will take place at the First United Methodist 

Church at7 p.m. on Dec. 6. Musician Mike Morris said practice has been 
underway for some time now.

The classical Charles Dickens play ‘A Christmas Carol’ , under the direc-
tion of the talented actress and director Mary Bozeman, will be pre-
sented at the Many Community Center at 7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 8 
and a matinee performance at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 9.

The Miss Merry Christmas Pageant is scheduled for Dec.10, 6 p.m. at 
Many Junior High School.

This year Becky Miller’s Studio B  will present a Christmas Spectacular 
Dance Recital from 7-8 p.m. at the Many Fairgrounds on Dec. 13. The 
talented and charismatic dance students always draw a huge crowd to 
enjoy their performances.

The award-winning Many High School Band will present its annual 
Christmas Concert at 7 p.m. on Dec.14 at the Many Community Center.  
Band Director Joe DuBose said the students are excited about perform-
ing on stage for the special Christmas program.

The 2nd annual ‘Willie Stewart Family and Friends’ Christmas Concert is 
one of the biggest events that people look forward to during this Christ-
mas season.   It takes place on Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. at the Many Commu-
nity Center.  Stewart and his family are talented and popular musicians 
who always draw a big crowd and never disappoint.  The box office will 
open at 6 pm. and music lovers are urged to come early if they want to 
get good seats.  There will be an admission charge.

Stewart said the popular family musicians and friends have already 
started practicing for the big performance.  Clancey Stewart,  Willie’s 
granddaughter-in-law, is the 2018 Louisiana and Arkansas State Fiddle 
Champion and will be performing at the Christmas Concert.

A Children’s Christmas Musical will be presented by Studio B Dance 
Company  on Dec.20 from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Many Community Center.  
Becky Miller directs it and promises a delightful performance by the 
children.

This year’s festivities also include visits with Santa at City Hall,  field 
trips for school children to the Many Community Center to watch spe-
cial Christmas movies, free  Christmas movies for the family,  band per-
formances each Saturday night at Bayou Crawfish Restaurant from 6-9 
p.m. and a special visit from Santa Claus at the popular restaurant at 
5:30 p.m. on Nov. 24.
 And, of course, there’s the Christmas Parade on Dec. 22, the big 
event for this year’s ‘A DeLIGHTful Christmas celebration.
 The Children’s Nativity at St. John the Baptist Church will take 
place at 4 p .m. on Monday, Dec. 24,  to remind everyone of the real 
reason for the Christmas season.
 Christmas Day is always for families to enjoy with each other at 
home.
 The complete ‘A DeLIGHTful Christmas’ schedule is available on 
The Town of Many’s Facebook page,  Save the Date Facebook page, and 
through fliers available at Many City Hall, the Many Community Center, 
the Sabine Parish Library, and various businesses and offices around 
town. 
 Pick up a copy so you won’t miss any of the festive events during 
the 2018 ‘A DeLIGHTful Christmas’ in Many.

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items
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Yvonne’s Boutique on the Bayou
940 San Antonio Avenue
Many, Louisiana
318-609-4360

We wish each and everyone a very joyful 
and blessed Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year!

Consignment
New and Pre-Owned 

Furniture
Antique • Collectibles

Dining Tables
Bedroom Furniture

Home Decor
(12 months same as cash, with approved credit)

Shipping available on certain items.

STORE HOURS
10 to 6 Weekdays
10 to 4 Saturday
Closed Sunday

NAME BRANDS
Ashley, Drexel,
Thomasville &

Freedom

129 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

(Next to Taco Bell)

318-238-4600
Online Shopping at 

www.hometownconsignment.com

Let us all remember- JESUS is the 
reason for the season!

The shop is full 
of all-new BLING 

BLINGS! 
Purses, shoes and 

winter apparel 
arriving daily
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Rock My World - Painted 
Rocks
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

If you’re like me and have small children, chanc-
es are you have heard of painted rocks; but for 
those of you that haven’t – let me tell you about 
an awesome group on Facebook that was started 
by one of Robeline’s very own. Florie Davidson 
started ROCK MY WORLD (painted rocks) in No-
vember of 2017. What inspired her? Well, she 
was in Arkansas visiting her grandchildren; she 
did it with them and came home with the idea!

So what exactly is painted rocks? Literally just as it is stated – you paint 
rocks and hide them for other people to find! When you find a rock, you 
are supposed to post a picture of it to the Facebook page so the hider 
knows it has been found, and then you re-hide it or keep it. Typically, if 
you keep it, you are supposed to paint and hide another rock in its place. It 
is important to note if you paint your own rocks, they need a label on the 
back, so ROCK MY WORLD can continue. Typically, you note the Facebook 
page, ROCK MY WORLD, as well as the instructions to post a picture and 
re-hide, along with your city and state. When you hide your painted rocks; 
some people post actual pictures of them and give hints as to where they 
are hiding them, others just post that a certain area has been ‘rocked’.

Currently ROCK MY WORLD has Florie, a woman from Natchitoches, and a 
woman from Rogers, Arkansas that actively paint and hide the rocks. Oth-
ers have joined in the fun too! Florie takes painted rocks everywhere she 
goes; not just around Robeline. Last January, she hid two on the cruise 
she went on, and she is currently working on painting some for the cruise 
she is getting ready for in January 2019. Rocks are hidden all over; Minne-
sota, Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma – just to name a few!

“I never knew I was an artist” Florie said when I complimented how cre-
ative her rocks are. She says the whole project is relaxing and keeps her 
busy, and it is relatively inexpensive. She plans to keep the painted rocks 
going and encourages others to join in on the fun! Her favorite part about 
it all? Seeing the little kids so excited when they find a rock! So be sure to 
check out the Facebook page ROCK MY WORLD (painted rocks), and keep 
your eyes peeled for painted rocks around your area!

We are Grateful for your business

from

Richard Jacoby
Insurance

318-652-0090

 MERRY CHRISTMAS

 

Frank A. 
HoWard 

State Representative 

District 24 

Christmas brings family and 
friends together;  

it helps us appreciate the 
love in our lives  

we can often take for  
granted. May the true 
meaning of the holiday  

season fill your heart and 
home with many blessings.  

Christmas brings family and
friends together;

it helps us appreciate the
love in our lives

we can often take for
granted. May the true

meaning of the holiday
season fill your heart and

home with many blessings

Frank a.
Howard

Come and be a part of a growing church!
Children and their families are warmly welcomed!

MT. HOREB CHURCH
720 Farm Rd. 1 • San Augustine, TX 75972

(936) 488-9080

PASTORS DAVID & GIA BOYD
LOVE • ACCEPTANCE • FORGIVE- NESS

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 
that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. JOHN 10:10

Sunday School 10:00 AM • Morning Service 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 PM

Children’s Church (on Sunday) & Monthly Activities
Monthly Men & Women’s Fellowship Meetings

 Kristy Sandel Knippers
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In The Garden
by Corkey Bruce

I want to talk about what happens to your 
perennial plants in the winter when they go 
dormant. What does the tern “dormant” or 
“dormancy” mean in the garden.  “Dorman-
cy is a period in an organism’s life cycle when 
growth, development, and physical activity are 
temporarily stopped. This minimizes metabol-
ic activity and therefore helps an organism to 
conserve energy. Dormancy tends to be close-
ly associated with environmental conditions.” 
Wikipedia

We know of animals that hibernate or go dor-
mant: bears, groundhogs, bats, etc. But we do 
not usually think of plant organisms as hibernat-
ing. It is important to remember that plants that are hardy to our zone 
8b, perennial to our zone, do not die at this time but are simply in a 
suspended state.

In the Wikipedia definition above it states that “dormancy tends to be 
closely associated with environmental conditions.” Usually after the first 
freeze your perennials will go dormant and all parts of the plant above 
the ground will have to be cut back. This “dead” part of the plant will 
not be revived in the spring but the plant will push new growth from the 
root. Examples are salvia, coreopsis, rudbeckia, elephant ears, perennial 
grasses and hardy banana trees.

While you will want to cut them back in spring before the new growth 
begins to appear, whenever possible or practical, leaving the old mate-
rial through the winter as this will offer some protection form the ele-
ments. In the case of grasses, those brown leaf spikes offer some winter 
interest. In spring be on the lookout for the new growth. When you see 
growth activity, this is the time to cut them back to the ground.

   Corkey Bruce, Owner
   Natural Springs  
   Garden Center

Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richardson is interested in the future of 
all students in each of our parish schools. He accepted the invitation 
to eat Thanksgiving dinner with the students and Mrs. Thaxton  at 
Negreet School. (Sheriff Richardson mentioned to “Around the Town” 
that the food was great!)  He was able to briefly visit with Mrs Tipton’s 
and Mrs Snider’s classes. The sheriff’s message to the students was: 
“Keep up the good work!”

Just as a side note, elephant ears and banana tree trunks are mostly 
water. After the first freeze their trunks will become very mushy, heavy, 
and difficult to deal with. If at all possible, plan to cut them before they 
freeze. This writing may not come out soon enough this year for you to 
do this but put it in your schedule to do it next year.

Deciduous plants are those that drop their leaves at the end of the 
growing season in response to dormancy. They will put on new growth 
in the spring from previous years stems. They do not have to be cut 
back. Examples are crape myrtles, hydrangea, and butterfly bush. If you 
need to control their size you can cut them back. However, I would wait 
until spring.

If you are not sure if your plant is hardy in our zone and you just plant-
ed it this year, I would leave it until spring. If it comes back you will be 
pleased. If it does not come back dig it up at that time and try something 
else.

Some plants that are not hardy are in our zone 
are worth planting each year simply because you 
like them. One example is Pennisetum Grass ‘Fire-
works’. This grass is a must have in the garden. 
The hotter it gets the redder it gets. It is great in 
combination planters as well as in the ground in 
landscapes. We grow this grass every year and be-
cause of its popularity we usually sell out early.

If this information is confusing, or if you have any questions, please give 
us a call at Natural Springs Garden Center, 318-354-9385. If you do not 
know if your plant is an herbaceous perennial or a deciduous plant a 
quick Google search may help or, again you can call for advice.

Remember, find your happiness where you planted it.

Wishing You and 
Your Family A

Merry Christmas 
&

Happy New Year

From
Louie Bernard
Candidate for 

Senate District 
31
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Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

$8,000  OFF
2018 Ram 3500 

Laramie (loaded 
w/4 WD)

Stock #R1749

$12,000 OFF
2018 Ram 1500 Big 
Horn Crew Cab
Stock #8049

NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
If the All New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram can’t get you into a vehicle, you 

just can’t buy one! Experience is everything when getting a deal approved.

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!
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Cassie Brooke Byles 
Chosen to Serve as
Honorary Grand Marshal 
of Many Christmas 
Parade
by Mary Key Brocato

 Meet Cassidy Brooke Byles, the 
2018 Honorary Grand Marshal of 
the 2018 Many Christmas Parade 
to be held on December 22, 2018.

 This year’s Christmas theme is “A 
DeLIGHTful Christmas” and it’s 
certainly an appropriate theme 
for our honorary grand marshal 
because Cassidy is a deLIGHTFUL 
young person who lights up the life 
of everyone she meets.

 Cassidy is 28 years old. For the last 
11 years she has been a quadriple-
gic… partially paralyzed as the result of a car accident on the Marthaville 
Road in 2007 when she was attending Many High School.

 But Cassidy has not allowed this to slow her down. She lives at home with 
her mother, Kathy Scaife and stepfather Jeff Prine. The two of them, along 
with an aide, and other family members including her grandfather, Doyle 
“Popcorn” Scaife, help Cassidy with her goals and to live a meaningful and 
busy life.

 Cassidy is the proud owner of two businesses, along with her mom. Cas-
sidy is the co-owner of Brookelyn Bichons since 2014. She had the idea 
with her sister, Kaitlin Byles (who passed away in 2014 after battling cystic 
fibrosis her entire life. “We plotted against my mom,” Cassidy laughs.

  After Kaitlin died, Cassidy told her mom about their plan. The two worked 
together to start up her business which now sells popular Bichon Frise 
puppies to good homes all over the United States. Cassidy does all of the 
office work and business end of their thriving business on her computer. 
She’s a whiz at it because she’s meticulous about keeping accurate re-
cords. Cassidy also is hands-on with all the dogs and loves each litter of 
puppies that comes along. This year, she’s had six litters of puppies. All 
were sold.

 Cassidy owns six females, each of whom have around two litters of pup-
pies every year. The puppies range from 4 to 6 puppies per litter. Cassi-
dy has waiting lists for many of the puppies because she is well known 
throughout the country for her high standards and outstanding, sociable 
pups. The puppies usually start at $1000 and can bring as much as $2000 
each. They don’t leave Cassidy’s home until they are at least two to three 
months old.

 Cassidy’s other business is Hobo Hut, a seasonal business which sells 
snowballs each summer in Many. Cassidy laughed and said, “We named it 
Hobo’s Hut because my sister used to show a bull at the fair and livestock 
shows, and he was named Hobo.”
 Since the accident, Cassidy has earned her high school GED. She also at-
tended Northwestern State University where she earned a Bachelor’s de-
gree in History and Political Science. She and her aide were frequently 
seen in Kyser Hall where she took most of her classes.

 She has served as a director for three years on the Governor’s Board of 
the Louisiana Board of Rehabilitation Services.

 There have been setbacks. Cassidy spent more than three months in the 
hospital in 2017 when she had difficulty breathing and was diagnosed 
with double pneumonia and was placed on a ventilator.

(continued on Page 13)

Merle Norman Cosmetics Studio
940 San Antonio Avenue • Many, Louisiana

318-609-4360
Monday-Friday 10a.m.-5p.m. • Saturday 10a.m.-2p.m.

Let the gifting begin. Come into 
our studio to buy that perfect 
gift for a Southern Merle 

Girl!

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises KePt/services DelivereD

“Home of Next Day service”

Rodney C. Abington
roDNey@aaPestsolutioNs.com

141 cassiDy laNe

maNy, la 71449
call roDNey or Kyle

318-273-BuGs (2847)

SKINK!
(Continued from page 5)

Amanda finally sees what all the com-
motion was about and she is now re-
ally excited. I then grabbed and put 
on my pants....get on my hands and 
knees and snatch up the little visi-
tor...then boot him out of the house. 
Amanda settled down ....all gets back to normal. I am so thankful that it 
was not a medical emergency...only a little burrowing friend....I don’t al-
ways wear loose khaki pants, but when I now do....I watch my step....and 
never take your eyes off a skink.....it could be bad, but still better than an 
aneurysm.
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Many Christmas Parade 
Grand Marshals Selected
by Mary Key Brocato

 Bruce and Carolyn Gandy, long time residents 
of Many, are the Grand Marshals of the Many 
Christmas Parade on Saturday, Dec. 22 at 2 p.m.

 The couple has been married for 46 years. Both 
have been active within the Many communi-
ty for many years. Bruce has been the owner 
of Vandegaer Insurance Agency since he pur-
chased it in 1986. Carolyn taught 8th grade at 
Many Junior High School for 36 years. She con-
tinued to work as a substitute teacher after retirement.

 Bruce was born in Many in 1949 to Martin and Evonne Gandy who in-
stilled in him a love of God, family and country. He graduated from Many 
High School where he played football, basketball, and ran track. 

  He is still a strong supporter of Many Athletics and has been a member of 
the “Chain Gang” working the sidelines at Many Tiger football games for 
the last 20 years. A strong supporter of MHS athletics, he is a long time 
member of the Tiger Club and served as president of the Quarterback 
Club several times. Bruce also announced the high school football games 
whenever he was asked.

 However, once his two sons Matt and Scott started playing football for 
MHS, Bruce “retired” so he could watch the games and cheer his boys 
on. His sons have graduated now, but Bruce remains an ardent fan of the 
Tigers and never tires of talking football with his friends and sons.

 Years ago a group of men started cooking for the MHS football team. 
Bruce learned to cook a delicious steak under the supervision of W.E. 
“Boots” Hayes. As their cooking skills became well known, Bruce and his 
team cooked for banquets, fund raisers and on other occasions.

 Bruce attended Louisiana Tech University from1967-1968. He then joined 
the U.S. Navy and was assigned to the aircraft carrier, the USS Kitty Hawk. 
He was on active duty until 1972 when he took an early discharge due to 
the illness and death of his dad. The Navy instilled discipline and a strong 
work ethic in Bruce.

 Bruce came home to Many and enrolled at Northwestern State Univer-
sity. He graduated in 1975 as an honor student with a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration. Just as his father had worked as an insurance 
agent, Bruce did too. He started work for Southland Life Insurance and 
qualified four times for the Million Dollar Roundtable.

 Bruce joined Vandegaer Insurance Agency where he became a full part-
ner in 1984. He purchased the agency in 1986 and still works there as the 
full time owner. Bruce says he loves to go to work each day.

 Bruce is active in Many’s business community and has served as president 
of the Sabine Parish Chamber of Commerce three different times. He has 
served on the Chamber board for many years. He also has served on the 
Sales and Usage Tax Commission and the Highway 171 Committee for Sa-
bine Parish.

  Bruce, however, is not only about work. He enjoys hunting, fishing and 
playing golf with his two sons. He thinks enjoying these activities with his 
sons has tightened the strong bond the three men share. Now days, he 
spends lots of time teaching the game of golf to his grandson Jax, the son 
of Matt Gandy. Bruce brags that Jax, who’s now in first grade, is so good 
that he may go professional when he’s old enough. ” Of course, he has a 
great coach,” Bruce laughs.

 A two-time golf champion at Cypress Bend Golf Course, Bruce has also 
been a three-time match play champion. He also plays in tournaments for 
schools, churches, and charitable causes.

 Bruce is an enthusiastic fan of LSU football. He enjoys attending games 
and cheering on the LSU team, whether he is at Tiger Stadium watching 
the game or at home with family and friends.

 A life time member of the First Baptist Church of Many, Bruce has served 
on many committees. He is a role model for many because he always 
lends a helping hand whenever he is asked.

 Family, community, country, and church define Bruce Gandy.  One rarely 
thinks of Bruce without thinking of his better half: his wife Carolyn.

 Bruce and Carolyn were married in 1972 in Carolyn’s home town of De-
Quincey. They met when Carolyn roomed with Judy Wright Cathey at 
Northwestern State University. One weekend Carolyn traveled to Negreet 
with Judy to spend the weekend. On that fateful weekend, Judy intro-
duced Carolyn to her friend Bruce Gandy. They both agree it was the best 
introduction ever. Many has been their home since their marriage 46 
years ago.

 Carolyn Mathews was born to Frank Mathews and her mother in 1949. 
She was reared by her father and stepmother Eva Mathews in a home that 
was always happy, welcoming, and full of music. Her dad was a talented 
musician, playing piano, violin, and either teaching music or conducting 
several bands and orchestras. His dedication to his young students was an 
influence in Carolyn’s career choice to be a teacher.

 Carolyn’s mother, Sara Ann Vollaro, was also a talented piano player. She 
and Carolyn had a close, loving bond and were both “people persons.”
 After graduating from DeQuincey High School in 1967, Carolyn attended 
NSU in Natchitoches and earned a BA degree in elementary education 
and an M.A. degree in educational technology. 

 She taught eighth grade for 36 years and was twice named Teacher of 
the Year at MJHS. After retiring, she served as a substitute teacher.  She 
recently began working with Kid’s Hope, an intense program teaming 
teachers and students for one hour each week during the school year. 
Energizing students and dedicated faculty will always be important parts 
of Carolyn Gandy’s life.

 She is a member of Delta Kappa Gamma and also a member of the Retired 
Teachers of Louisiana. Carolyn is a past member of the Jaycees and Jaynes 
and has held offices in the Many Quarterback Club and the MHS Basket-
ball Club. Like her husband, she is an enthusiastic Many Tiger fan all the 
way and all the time.

 Carolyn’s hobbies include reading and photography. Carolyn has taken a 
picture of everyone who knows her at least once, but more likely dozens 
of pictures and dozens of times. She’s known as the “party picture lady 
“, standing just behind the official wedding photographer and capturing 
special memories for the bride and groom. Carolyn also takes pictures 
of birthday parties and dinners, shower parties, wedding receptions and 
other special events. Sharing her photos is a passion she loves.

 Throughout Many and the surrounding areas, Carolyn Gandy is known 
for her big smile, her twinkling blue eyes, her gregarious personality, her 
thoughtfulness and generosity. “Making other people happy is something 
I love doing,” she cheerfully admits.

 Carolyn, like her husband, is a loyal member of the First Baptist Church 
of Many where she performs with the Hand Bell Choir. She is also the of-
ficial photographer for church activities, especially Vacation Bible School 
each summer. Carolyn enjoys reading daily devotionals and being a prayer 
warrior.

 Many people, during troubled or sad times, have learned that Carolyn 
Gandy can make the darkest day seem brighter through her love, com-
passion, and empathy.

 Many Mayor Ken Freeman summed up the reason the Gandys have been 
selected as the 2018 Grand Marshals of the Many Christmas Parade. 
“Bruce and Carolyn are the kind of citizens that any town would love to 
have. They are charitable and kind. They are always willing to help out 
whenever they are needed. They are totally devoted to making our com-
munity the best it can be. We are honored that they have agreed to be 
our Christmas Parade Grand Marshals for this year.”
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We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, decor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, 
Lone Star feed, various seeds, 
dog, horse & cattle supplies, 
Bonnie Plants & Tops Plus dog 
food.

Caleb & Stacie Rivers, Owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales Manager

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, Hamilton

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS

Cassie Brooke Byles 
Chosen to Serve as 
Honorary Grand Marshal 
of Many Christmas Parade   
(Continued from page 11)

 This year she spent May 15 through August 15 in Willis Knighton North in 
Shreveport for osteomylitis. She was transferred to another tier for nurs-
ing care. She finally came home on September 7.

 Overjoyed to see her favorite Bichon, Ella, her puppies and Ella Mae, Cas-
sidy was also happy to finally be home again.

 Now Cassidy is looking forward to being the Honorary Grand Marshal 
of the Many Christmas Parade. She is also glad that the Christmas Fes-
tival Committee agreed that her sister Kaitlin could be honored by being 
named the Posthumous Honorary Grand Marshal. 

 Cassidy explained, “Kaitlin didn’t get a lot of honors because she had this 
horrible disease and died too young. So Mom and I wanted to share this 
honor with her.”

 A brave, courageous, smart, and high achieving young woman who hasn’t 
allowed her injuries to stop her, Cassidy is deserving of the honor of being 
the 2018 Honorary Grand Marshal of the Many Christmas Parade.

 Look for Cassidy in the Many Christmas Parade at 2 p.m on Dec. 22. She’ll 
be the pretty girl riding with her favorite Bichon and best friend Ella. Ella’s 
daughter, Ella May, just might squeeze in the car for the parade too.

    Thank You

I would like to personally thank the voters of 
the Village of Robeline for re-electing me as 
your mayor. I appreciate the confidence you 
have shown in me and I look forward to con-

tinue serving as your mayor.

MAYOR BOBBY BEHAN
Village of Robeline

Paid for by Bobby Behan



Lee Lee’s

Children’s
Boutique

Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA
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Southern Belle
HAIR SALON

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318) 352-8650
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

Magnolia Lace Boutique
where every lady leaves feeling like a southern belle!

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

10% OFF
Clothing Purchase

COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets

Seafood • Steak Fingers
Hand Battered Onion Rings

Livers • Breast Filets
Much, Much More

256-3953
105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Call In
Orders To Go

OPEN
Mon-Sat

10am-10pm
Sunday

10am-3pm

      We offer sizes
up to

16’ x 50’

Free Delivery
&

Set up Included

You can customize any building to suit. 
Come take a look and realize your dream!
We offer low maintenance exteriors and a
brand new flooring system in the country’s 

leading PORTABLE BUILDINGS!!

24142 HWY 191, ZWOLLE, LA 71486
Located 4 miles south of Zwolle; 6 miles north of T-Town

318-645-7673 • 318-645-7670 (fax)

Open 7 Days for Your Convenience
Mon-Sat: 8AM-6PM      Sun: 10AM-4PM

Jud & Jessica 
Wish you a 

Merry Christmas

Check out the rest, then come back to the BEST!



We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

More to Expect

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”
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318.332.0398
Lindsey@lindseystw.com
www.lindseystw.com

Lindsey Warren
Two Star Director

EVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken

Uncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday
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Residents, friends, staff, family, and guests gathered at Natchitoches 
Community Care Center to honor our nation’s veterans, past and pres-
ent.  Pastor James B. King of Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church gave the invo-
cation.  Ms. Georgia Locke led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.  A 
lovely poem was recited by Ms. Elizabeth Johnson, followed by the sing-
ing of America the Beautiful.  Mrs. Dawn Brewer introduced the keynote 
speaker, Mr. Carl I. Walters II, Chief Executive Officer of Outpatient Med-
ical Center, Inc. 

Carl I Walters II grew up in a military family.  He is the eldest son of Carl 
and Betty Walters.  His father served two tours of duty in Vietnam as a 
U.S. Air Force pilot.  The elder Walters was shot down twice over Vietnam 
and lived to tell the tale both times.  It is from this type of early emotional 
and psychological strengthening that molded Mr. Walters to go to college 
and earn a degree in Healthcare Administration and later to go through 
rigorous officer training in Newport, Rhode Island.  

 Mr. Walters went on the serve as the Head of Outpatient Services at Naval 
Hospital Millington, Tennessee.  He later served as Commanding Officer 
of Camp Schwab and Commanding Officer of Camp Hansen Medical Clin-
ic, both in Okinawa, Japan.  Mr. Walters chose to begin the next chapter 
of his professional life by leaving the Navy with an honorable discharge 
on December 31, 1991.  

 Mr. Walters spoke to the residents, staff, and guests of the importance of 
remembering those who sacrificed so much that we all could live in peace 
and sleep at night under a blanket of freedom provided by those sacri-
fices.  “From World War I through the Iraq War, hundreds of thousands 
of brave men and women have made the ultimate sacrifice.  We should 
never forget or take for granted what they gave for us.  Nor should we 
ever forget the sacrifices our service members make on a daily basis so 
that we may live freely and conduct our lives as we choose.” 

 Mr. Link Martin, administrator of Natchitoches Community Care Center 
welcomed all guests and introduced Ms. Elizabeth Anderson who pinned 
veteran pins on all veterans in attendance to include residents, the guest 
speaker, and visitors. 

HEALTHCARE LEADER AND NAVY VETERAN 
DELIVERS KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT VETERANS DAY

CELEBRATION

Mr. Walters delivering keynote address at Veterans Day Celebration

Mr. Walters greeting veterans Dr. Leland Scoggins (L) and Mr. Alvin Martin (R).
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Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

The Orchard Founda-
tion Awarded $4.5 Million 
Grant
The Orchard Foundation has been 
awarded $4,482,635 by the U.S. De-
partment of Education to recruit, train, 
support and retain effective math and 
science teachers in Central Louisiana 
middle schools. The Orchard Founda-
tion and project partners committed 
in-kind matched funding of non-federal funds in the amount of $8,801,519 
to implement the Central Louisiana Instructional Partnership or CLIP. This 
is The Orchard Foundation’s first grant under the USDOE’s Teacher Quality 
Partnership grant program.

The goal of the Central Louisiana Instructional Partnership project is to 
improve student achievement in nine rural, high-need school districts in 
up to 70 schools in Central Louisiana by preparing highly qualified educa-
tors to teach in critical shortage areas – middle school math and science. 
CLIP will address the high teacher turnover and shortages facing rural 
schools by developing and implementing a model of middle school math 
and science teacher preparation. The model will be an innovative teacher 
residency program with integrated professional development and induc-
tion support. In turn, CLIP is expected to produce measurable positive 
impacts on the academic achievement of low-performing rural Central 
Louisiana students in grades 6-8.

The Orchard Foundation, a nonprofit local education fund and the edu-
cation arm of The Rapides Foundation, will serve as the lead organization 
for the Central Louisiana Instructional Partnership. CLIP Project Partners 
include: the nine Central Louisiana School Districts of Allen, Avoyelles, Ca-
tahoula, Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Rapides, Vernon and Winn; North-
western State University’s Gallaspy College of Education & Human De-
velopment and College of Business & Technology-Computer Information 
Systems; Urban Learning & Leadership Center; EvalWorks; and The Rapid-
es Foundation, which will provide grant administrative support.

“The CLIP partners have worked to-
gether for many years to assess the 
challenges faced by the rural pub-
lic school districts in Central Louisi-
ana, confronting the enduring and 
often deeply entrenched obstacles 
to improved teaching and student 
achievement,” said Dr. Marjorie Tay-
lor, Executive Director of The Orchard 

Foundation. “CLIP will leverage this work to dramatically improve teacher 
preparation and ultimately work to close the achievement gap among ru-
ral students in an underserved region of Louisiana.”  

Applicants selected for the CLIP program will complete a 15-month ac-
celerated graduate program of study culminating in a Master of Arts in 
teaching degree from Northwestern State University and a professional 
teaching license. They will receive a stipend during their training. While 
completing their graduate coursework, CLIP residents will be immersed in 
an academic year school-based residency in a high-need school identified 
by the nine partner public school districts. They will experience a variety 
of learning opportunities alongside a trained and experienced mentor 
teacher. NSU’s College of Education will lead the mentoring program as 
an extension of their supervision of the clinical residency component of 
the program.

 “The opportunity to diminish the critical shortage of middle school math 
and science teachers in Central Louisiana is exciting,” Dr. Kim McAlis-
ter, Dean of the Gallaspy College of Education & Human Development 
said. “Recruiting, preparing, and equipping teachers to improve student 
achievement is our passion in teacher preparation. We look forward to 
this challenge. Faculty from the School of Education and Computer In-
formation Systems will collaboratively prepare four cohorts of teachers 
in a 15-month program, culminating in both certification and a master’s 
degree.”

CLIP residents will receive content expertise in STEM teaching techniques 
by NSU’s Computer Information Systems Department ensuring they will 

possess the content knowledge to implement STEM lessons using the lat-
est technology in their classrooms.   

Upon completion of the program, graduates will be placed in CLIP-par-
ticipating schools and will receive two years of induction support with 
sustained coaching and professional development delivered by CLIP part-
ner Urban Learning and Leadership Center. CLIP will identify, select, train 
and support highly effective school-based coaches that will carry out the 
rigorous induction process. CLIP graduates are expected to be retained in 
Central Louisiana high-need schools for at least three years as part of the 
CLIP agreement. EvalWorks, another CLIP partner, will provide an inde-
pendent evaluation of the program to ensure project goals and objectives 
are being met.

Over five years, CLIP is expected to recruit, retain, and support 44 new 
highly qualified middle school math and science teachers in high-need 
schools in Central Louisiana. Additionally, 44 teachers within the school 
district will be trained as mentors for the field-based residency, and 44 
school district educators will also learn coaching techniques to imple-
ment a regional induction program.

Applications for the first cohort of CLIP residents will be accepted in spring 
2019, with a program start date scheduled for summer 2019.

Joe Rosier, President and CEO of 
The Rapides Foundation, said the 
CLIP project will play an important 
role in improving educational at-
tainment and achievement in the 
region. “Research shows that the 
leading school-based effects for 
student success are the teacher 
that’s in the classroom with the students and the leadership within the 
school and school district,” Rosier said. “The CLIP project serves to in-
crease that pipeline of very effective, STEM-trained teachers going into 
schools throughout the region where they are needed the most.”
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Around The Town captured Jennifer Elkins owner of Magnolia Lace 
Boutique in Zwolle admiring her beautiful arrangement of roses that 
she received for her birthday on Friday, November 16th. Jennifer was 
very appreciative to her many friends and customers who shown her 
lots of love on her special day.

Trio Catches Monster 
Alligator on Toledo  Bend

Jeff Procell, Ryan Procell, and Steven Pilkington recently killed this 
alligator on Toledo Bend. The trio managed to catch this monster 
with a 14 aught hook and chicken bait.

8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

RockinRockin
RobinRobin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Florien

would like to welcome their new pastor & his wife!

– Bro. Logan & Lyndsy Brock –

Join us for a service!
Sunday School – 10:00 A.M.
Morning Worship – 11:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening Worship– 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Prayer Service – 6:30 P.M.

From
Sheriff Victor Jones

and Staff
Natchitoches Parish

Sheriff Office

MERRY CHRISTMAS
&

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $15.99 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer 
is assistant pastor at
Rock Island Baptist 

Church, Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2018

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

406 Pelican Drive, Pineville, LA 71360
318-730-6705

“Where the Love of God Dwells...”

ORDER OF SERVICES
Intercessory Prayer • Tuesday, 7pm

Bible Study • Thursday, 7pm
Sunday School • 10am

Sunday Worship • 12 Noon

“Come and get your New Start”Pastor
Amos T. Brown

Elect Lady
Carla Brown
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245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-attach 
       6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

GQ Fashions

Adidas & Nike Cleats
Dress Shirts & Vests

Men’s & Boy’s Suits
“If we don’t have what you need - we can order it”

hours
Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm

Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-8216

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL!

Dress Shirt w/Tie & Hankie • $44.99

Dress Shirt w/BowTie • $34.99

Suit Shirt & Tie w/Hankie • $139.99

RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE 
IN NATCHITOCHES

Retail space in downtown Natchitoches
1816 sq. ft. for rent at 780 Front St., Unit #10

St. Denis Condos

For more information contact

Ronald D. Brandon
318-471-5075

NUZIEBELL’S

FLEA MARKET

Indoor Shopping
VENDORS WELCOME

CALL 409-625-1606

WISHING ALL
A BLESSED 
AND SAFE 
HOLIDAY
SEASON

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT LOCATION FOR
 GARAGE SALES                  

FRIDAY - SUNDAY • 9 to 5



Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

Upcoming Classes
For 14 Hours of Instruction

December 8
January 5

For 38 Hours of Instruction
December 21, 22, 27 & 28

January 12, 19, 21 & 26
Please call 

318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and 
to meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We have opened 
our new office and classroom at 317 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door 
to Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up 
for available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044
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CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Finest Memorials Since 1965 
Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

Gerard “Jerry” Conklin, 
Owner
(318) 521-2969

CenLA VR Game Truck Rental
“Where the Party Comes to YOU!!”

virtualrealitygametruck.com

Magnolia Lace Boutique

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

DECEMBER SPECIAL
Unlimited Tanning - ONLY $20

Come Tan With Us
Best Tanning Bed Around

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552

S
H
O
P

L
O
C
A
L
L
Y

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

moN-sat • 81m-10Pm
suN • 8am-2Pm

terry & Pam teDDer

owNers (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER

LeChic Salon/Barber
99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA

318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
HandcraFted by rick Zelle

From tHe world’s most beautiFul
and expensive woods

604 keyser avenue
natcHitocHes, la 71457 318-354-7772

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 

3285 Old Sabine Town Rd., Hemphill, TX 75948 

Dine-In & Catering Available 
Charles & Barbara Weaver (Owners) 

Larry Weaver (Manager) 

Make a Difference

Adopt a Pet

Spay and Neuter

AUTO GLASS REPLACEMENT & REPAIR

P & J Embroidery & Monogramming

604 Keyser Ave., Natchitoches, LA

(318) 354-7772

GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948



Eggplant Casserole
Ingredients
1 large eggplant (pealed and diced)
1 lb  ground beef
1 Can Cream of Mushroom Soup
1 med diced onion
1-2  minced jalapeños
1 Can Mushrooms (Fresh is better)
1/2  bell pepper (diced)
1/2 tsp minced garlic
2  sleeves of crushed Ritz crackers

   1.5 sticks butter, melted
   Cajun seasoning (to taste)

Preheat oven to 350°F

Brown ground meat and drain off oil, season. Sesason & saute eggplant, 
onions, mushrooms, garlic, jalapeños and bell peppers in 1/2 stick of but-
ter or oil of your choice. Once onions are caramelized and eggplant is ten-
der, add ground meat, cream of mushroom soup and one sleeve of Ritz 
crackers and combine. Mix well; pour into baking dish.  

Top with remaining half of the crumbs and butter. 

Bake 20-30 minutes or until cracker crumbs are browned.
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THE CAJUN COOK

Redneck Logic
 by Bo Walker

Blessed are those who like to run in 
circles, for they will be known as a BIG 
WHEEL.....Of course we know what 
Dogs think about Wheels.

Logo by: Junior Johnson

   BELLS  RUDOLPH ELVES  JOY
   CANDLES  SANTA  FROSTY MERRY
   CARDS  SLEIGH  GIVING  NOEL
   CELEBRATE              STOCKING GREETINGS     NORTHPOLE
   CHIMNEY  TREE  HOLIDAY REINDEER
   CHRISTMAS  WREATH JOLLY

11/23/2018 Free Printable Sudoku Puzzles, Medium #1

https://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/printable-sudoku-puzzles-medium-1b.html 1/1

   

 

    

 
Copyright © 2018 Memory-Improvement-Tips.com

 

Sudoku Fun

Crossword
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FFL TRANSFERS
at

Bar-R Enterprises, LLC
call

318-645-7673

Yes, There Is A 
Santa
by Junior Johnson

When I was a four year old little boy living in 
a loving sharecroppers house on CoCo Bed my 
dear Mom and Dad told me to look in the Sears 
& Roebuck Christmas Catalog to see if there 
was anything that I might want Santa to bring 
on Christmas night.

I was a big fan of Red Ryder, the Western Hero on the Saturday morning 
Radio Serials.  Dad would give me a special treat from time to time with 
a Comic Book that probably cost a quarter, but that WAS a treat back 
then...Red Ryder was my hero with his Red Cowboy Hat, Red Scarf, and 
his Double-Gun Holster.

On Christmas Eve my Mom left me alone and walked down the dusty 
old gravel road to a neighbors house to deliver a couple dozen eggs that 
she probably received a dollar for.

Home alone I ventured into Mom and Dad’s bedroom.  The door to her 
cedar closet was open and I walked over and peered in.  It was almost 
as though a big snake was about to jump out at me as I backed away.  

What I saw was a big Red Cowboy Hat, Scarf, and a big Gun Belt with 
two shiny Pistols.....I was scared and confused.

I didn’t sleep much that night, and was awake when Dad knocked on 
my door the next morning to see what Santa had brought me.

When I walked over to the beautiful Christmas Tree that I had helped 
Mom decorate, guess what I saw?

You “got-it”....I began to Cry and Confess to what I had done and seen 
while Mom had left me alone.

Dad put me on his knee with Mom next to us and he explained the he 
and Mom actually were Santa; however, they did this to help Santa take 
care of EVERY little Boy and Girl around the World.  Santa was Imagi-
nary, but was only REAL to GOOD BOYS and GIRLS.

I was relieved and was happy that I had made my Mom and Dad proud 
of me.  

After a wonderful breakfast my Dad helped me to “load” my guns, ad-
just my double holster belt, put my red scarf and hat on, and then walk 
outside to my little “stable” of Stick Horses that I had made from Mom’s 
old worn out brooms.  Dad picked out my favorite RED Horse and as I 
mounted, he followed me around to the front porch where Mom was 
waiting, with the most Beautiful Smile that I had (and still do) ever seen.

I waved to them as I encouraged my red Stick Horse to kick up a little 
dust as I began my day of adventures......

God Bless those of you who have read and enjoyed my monthly stories 
in my dear friend Tommy O’Con’s AROUND THE TOWN publication.

God Bless you all and Best Wishes for a Blessed and Merry Christmas.

(This Story is a condensed version of Chapter #1 of my Book TALES OF A 
BOY FROM CANE RIVER called “There Is A Santa Claus”)

Gun Talk
by Ray Hough

I just saw this morning that a Texas company 
has been awarded a contract to build a wall on 
the border 6 miles long for $146,000,000. Can 
you imagine, that is $24,166,666.67 per mile 
or $4,577.02 per foot. Makes you wonder how 
many palms are being greased.

I believe a much better solution would be to take 5 or more miles of land 
along the entire southern boarder. Fence it in and make it a D.O.D. joint 
force training, live fire and bombing range.

It would be cheaper. You already have engineers in the Navy and Army 
to build the fence who are already on the payroll. A large amount of the 
land is already owned by the US government, and you have almost every 
possible type of terrain to train our troops on.

In my humble opinion, once this is done and it becomes a hot spot that is 
too dangerous to cross, the border issue will be handled. As a bonus, our 
troops can be trained to serve as well as protect us.

CONTACT US

Around The Town
Tommy O’Con

PO Box 187 • Robeline, LA 71469

318-471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

www.aroundthetownonline.com

Little Angels of God Need 
Your Help
We are a LEGAL NON~PROF-
IT CHARITY that started in the 
Spring of 2008. Our charity 
helps foster and needy chil-
dren at Christmas and Easter. 
At Christmas they receive a 
plastic shoebox full of all sorts 
of goodies, personal care items 
and a bible. At Easter they receive a basket full of candy and small gifts. 
We donate to foster and displaced children in Natchitoches, Red River, 
Sabine, DeSoto and Webster parishes.  We also donate to families and 
groups needing help providing for these holidays.  Our foster angels al-
ways remain anonymous.  These are made known to us by Churches, 
Schools, and concerned individuals.  If you know of a child in need at the 
Christmas and/or Easter seasons, please contact one of our board mem-
bers.  We provide receipts for tax purposes if needed.  Physical Items, 
Monetary Donations as well as physical help are welcomed all year. We 
are accepting invitations to come and speak to organizations concerning 
the mission of Little Angels of God. For more info call (318) 652-3248 or 
(318) 471-7077.

Little Angels of God
7071 Highway 6 West
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457
www.facebook.com/groups/lordshands/

MATTHEW: 18:2-6…verse 5...And whosoever wel-
comes one such child in my name, WELCOMES 
ME……..
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DECEMBER 2018 SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON

SABINE COUNCIL
ON AGING

by Kristy Sandel Knippers

The Sabine Council on Aging has been a wonderful organization operating 
in our community since 1973. Originally starting out of the depot in Many, 
they have been in their ‘new’ location for 8 years. They are a non-profit 
organization that strive to help individuals of Sabine Parish 60 years of age 
or older. The SCOA has had many amazing directors over the years; Jeff 
Morrow took over in November 2017. Jeff is a man whose focus is truly 
on the clientele, and expanding the SCOA sites for the elderly in Sabine 
Parish.  

There are locations in Converse, Florien, Toledo Town, and the main of-
fice, known as the Legacy Building, in Many. Each of these locations are 
open Monday–Friday excluding holidays. The times for each site vary, but 
the Legacy Building can provide the hours of operations for each location. 
Please call 318 – 256 – 4140 between 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M.

It is amazing all the services the Sabine Council on Aging provides! Each 
SCOA location provides congregate meals each day they are open. This is 
for anyone 60 years of age or older to come enjoy a hot meal, as well as 
enjoy the company of each other. There are also various activities at each 
site which include, but not limited to, bingo, monthly birthday parties, 
exercise classes (the instructor is certified for arthritis). There is a monthly 
painting class at the Many and Toledo Town locations, as well as a month-
ly craft class at all of the sites. All locations also have a library, and there 
are walking tracks at the Many and Toledo Town sites. The Florien, Many, 
and Toledo Town sites have a quilting group that meets.

The Sabine Council on Aging also offers a variety of services for senior 
citizens that are mostly homebound. They employ two housekeepers that 
provide light housework for one hour every other week. One of the most 
successful programs is Meals on Wheels. This service is available for peo-
ple 60 years or older that are homebound Monday–Friday, excluding hol-
idays. They employ drivers that deliver a hot nutritious meal. Transporta-
tion services is something that is utilized by many in our area. The Sabine 
Council on Aging offers non-emergency medical transport. Currently they 
help people get to various doctors in the Sabine are, as well as Shreve-
port, Leesville, and Natchitoches. Local transportation is also provided to 
the grocery stores, pharmacies, post office, banks, and other errand runs. 
They also provide caregiver services; with qualification, an individual can 
be approved for up to 120 of respite care per year.

The qualified staff at the Legacy Building in Many is happy to assist senior 
citizens with many different services – If you need legal assistance, they 
can help refer you to legal aid for a free one-on-one consultation. Legal 
seminars are also held at the various SCOA sites with topics of interest to 
the elderly. If you are new to Medicare or just have questions, you can sit 
down one-on-one with a staff member that specializes in that.

The SCOA also provides many activities around Sabine Parish. Every Sep-
tember they host a Senior Fall Fest in Zwolle – they always have a big 
bingo game, as well as a good meal and fun activities. This is also where 
they announce their Older Work of the Year Award – this year that honor 
was bestowed upon Bro. Wilton Anthony of Siloam Baptist Church. They 
also have a Senior Day at the Zwolle Tamale Fiesta, where they have ven-
dors setup, various activities, a big bingo game, and of course a wonderful 
meal. In the spring, they always host a health fair in Many.

The emergency food pantry is a service provided by the SCOA, at the Leg-
acy Building. It is open to anyone in Sabine Parish over the age of 18 with 
a desperate need. You must show a valid Louisiana ID to prove you live 
in the parish, and you may only partake from the emergency food pantry 

once every 6 months. The SCOA accepts donations all year long for this 
service!

Each winter, the SCOA hosts a blanket drive. That is actually in the works 
to start gearing up now, more information will follow at a later date. Peo-
ple of the community are encouraged to donate any type of blankets to 
help the senior citizens keep warm in the winter. In addition, each sum-
mer they host a fan drive. Again, people of Sabine Parish are encouraged 
to donate fans to help our seniors stay cool in the Louisiana heat.

People are also encouraged to volunteer at the different Sabine Council 
on Aging locations. It is preferred that you contact Director Jeff Morrow if 
you are interested in doing this, but a walk-in volunteer will not be turned 
away! We as a community should get behind our senior citizens of Sabine 
Parish! These are our grandmothers; grandfathers – the baby boomers, 
our veterans. These are the people who worked hard to establish the 
place we call home. I feel we owe it to each and every one to truly show 
how much we appreciate them.

The Sabine Council on Aging is a place filled with people who truly care 
about the well-being of our senior citizens. The atmosphere when you 
walk into the building is full of love. Each of the staff do their best to pro-
vide quality services in Sabine Parish. Please do not hesitate to contact 
them if you or a loved one are in need of any services!

Sabine Council on Aging Locations
Many – Legacy Building
200 Legacy Drive, Many, LA 71449
Meal Site Manager: Janie Sandifer
318–256–4140 
1–800–256–4140 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M.
Florien
514 W. Port Arthur, Florien, LA 71429
Meal Site Manager: Sonya Law
318–586–5030 
Mon. Wed. & Fri. 8:00 A.M.–4:00 
P.M.
Tuesday & Thursday, 8:00–2:00 P.M.
Converse
206 Franklin Street, Converse, LA 
71419

Meal Site Manager: Rebecca 
Moore
318–567–9631 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 A.M.–12:00 
P.M.
Toledo Town
22975 Hwy. 191, Many, La 71449
Meal Site Managers: Denise Mc-
Gaha & Cherie Bozeman
318–256–0059 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 A.M.–4:00 
P.M.
Email: jmorrow@sabinecoa.org
Website: www.sabinecoa.com
Find them on Facebook! 
Be sure to tune into 107.1 KWLV
for ‘A Senior Moment’ 
Monday–Friday at 6:30 A.M.

SCOA Annual Fan Drive

Rev. Wilton Anthony being presented 
the Older Worker of the Year Award

Mrs. Rosalie Alford & her daughter, 
Kay Anthony (Kay is on the SCOA 
Board of Directors Kayla Hathaway (she works at SCOA) 

& her Dad, Earnest Rodriguez
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PLUmBing, LLc
o’Bannon

gLen o’Bannon, owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

978 Flatwood Rdg, Converse, LA 71419 

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

PAT TODD, JR.630 4th St.
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 332-1723

301 Virginia Street, Winnfield 
La.  Beautiful home on 15 
acres.  6377 sq feet with an 
awesome indoor pool.  Acre-
age is manicured.  Hardwood 
and original brick floors. Built 
in refrigerators, special room 
for cooking by pool and 
canning. Low utilities.  Simply 
a must see!

 617 Royal Street.  Nice 
home, 3 bed, 2 bath, dining 
room easily made into 4th 
bedroom.  Newly painted on 
inside with fenced in back 
yard.  Nice fireplace.

264 Slaughter Road, 
Provencal.  Nice country 
home on 5 acres.  Fenced 
pasture.  2540 square feet 
heated, large covered park-
ing garage.  Provencal school 
district.

2 acres on Hwy  6 right by I49.  
Approximate acre on each 
side of small pond.  Lots of 
possibilities, zoned 
commercial!

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year

From
Natchitoches
City Marshal

Randy Williams
and Staff

Wishing you and your 
loved ones all the 

wonder and joy of the 
Christmas season. May 
the timeless message of 
Christmas fill your heart 

and home with joy. 328 St. Denis Street
Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 357-1129

AWESOME WATERFRONT with 2 Stall Boathouse, 2 BD 3 BA  
Mobile Home with Addition.

Listing Agent:  Anna E. Remedies 
318-508-0680
Ronald D. Brandon, Broker/Owner
 318-256-6410

A WONDERFUL GIFT
FOR THE READERS ON 
YOUR SHOPPING LIST

SEND YOUR ADDRESS TO:
junior.johnson@hotmail.com

FOR EACH BOOK SOLD $1 WILL BE DONATED TO 
“THE WOUNDED WARRIOR FOUNDATION” 

SIGNED COPY $18.95 EACH
CHECKS AND PAYPAL

ACCEPTED

$33.90 FOR 
BOTH SIGNED 
COPIES, GIFT 

BAG & SHIPPING 
INCLUDED
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The 12 Greatest Christ-
mas Gifts in Black History
(Based on the 12 Days of 
Christmas)
by Edwin Crayton

The familiar, joyous holiday tune The 12 Days 
of Christmas is a timeless Christmas classic 
many of us enjoy singing with friends and fam-
ily around the fire, or in Louisiana, around the 
air conditioner as our Decembers can go either 
way. This article is written in the style of that 
song---you know the lyrics---“On the first day 
of Christmas my true love gave to me, etc.” The 
difference is, the article celebrates 12 days that I believe changed the 
lives of African Americans and made Christmas a bit sweeter in the year 
each event took place. So, in this version, the days will be gifts and for 
dramatic effect, they will be presented in reverse order starting with 
12th and ending on the number one gift.

The 12th greatest gift black history gave to me came on February 29, 
1940. That night in Hollywood at the annual Oscars, a black actress was 
made to sit at a segregated table. Such an insult was not unusual for that 
time period.  What was unusual was what happened next. To the shock 
of many people there, she was called to the stage to accept the Best 
Supporting Actress Award. Her name was Hattie McDaniel and despite 
the humiliation of being separated because of her race, she would own 
the night. That night, she became the first black to win the Oscar, and 
it was for playing the feisty maid servant in Gone with the Wind. Some 
blacks curiously, criticized her for playing a maid. She wisely responded, 
“I’d rather play one than be one.”

The 11th greatest gift black history gave to me was on April 10-13, 1997 
when Tiger Woods became the first African American to win the Mas-
ters Tournament. It echoed the day Jackie Robinson broke the color bar-
rier in baseball because golf was considered a very white sport.

The 10th greatest gift black history gave to me was on April 15, 1947 
when Jackie Robinson became the first black person to play Major 
League Baseball. He went 0 for 3 at the plate. A bad start. But he got 
better, making it all the way to World Series Champ and into the Hall of 
Fame.

The 9th greatest gift black history gave to me was on August 6, 1965 
when Lyndon Johnson, a white southerner, signed the Voting Rights Act 
eliminating discriminatory voting practices.

The 8th greatest gift black history gave to me was on November 8, 1932. 
Franklin Roosevelt was elected president. His New Deal Program and 
other policies would create needed relief for the poor and minorities, 
including African Americans. His wife Eleanor would champion civil 
rights for blacks long before it was popular. When in 1939, the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution refused to let Marion Anderson sing in 
Constitution Hal because of her race, Mrs. Roosevelt in indignation, re-
signed her membership in the group and was instrumental in organizing 
a recital featuring Anderson in front of the Lincoln Memorial. Encore.
The 7th greatest gift black history gave to me was on May 17, 1954. 
That day the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that segregated schools were 
unconstitutional. Chief Justice Earl Warren said in the decision that such 
schools “stamped black children with a stamp of inferiority.”

The 6th greatest gift black history gave to me was given five days be-
fore Christmas on December 20, 1956. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld 
a lower court decision that racial segregation of buses violated the 14th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. By the way, you may be interested 
to know that the lower court was Montgomery Federal Court. So it was 
actually a southern court that was first to end segregation.

The 5th greatest gift black history gave to me was on January 1, 1857 
when Ashmun Institute became the first college founded entirely for Af-
rican Americans. It was later renamed Lincoln University. Education has 
always been a key to attaining freedom and economic health. Without 
the first black colleges we would perhaps not have Grambling, South-
ern, Tuskegee and other great HBCUs (Historically black college or uni-

versities). Nor would we have all the talented black professionals these 
schools trained.

The 4th greatest gift black history gave to me was on November 6, 1860. 
That day Abraham Lincoln was elected President of the United States.  
Lincoln would go on to be the liberator of black slaves, later paying the 
price for this wonderful deed in a Christ-like sacrifice when he was assas-
sinated by John Wilkes Booth.

The 3th greatest gift black history gave to me was the first black Christian 
Church. The first such church was created on July 17, 1794. It was called 
the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas. Richard Allen and other black 
church leaders launched the church after experiencing racial discrimina-
tion in predominately white churches. Thousands of black churches of all 
denominations have followed and more importantly, countless numbers 
of lost, hurting people have had their lives changed and been saved and 
gone on to heaven. Amen.

The 2th greatest gift black history gave to me was that in the 1950s and 
1960s for the first time massive numbers of people of different races---par-
ticularly young people-- joined hands to fight the racism of the 1960s. The 
church took the lead and lived out the Christian gospel of love given by 
Jesus Christ. Christian leaders like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. devoted their 
all to the cause of liberty for all---echoing the devotion of Washington, 
Jefferson and America’s other founding fathers.

The 1st greatest gift black history gave to me was in the days of King 
Herod, when a homeless family found shelter in a barn because they had 
no other place to lay their heads. Their child, Jesus would grow up to die 
for the sins of anyone who would believe in him, accepting him as savior 
and Lord.  These blessed believers would and still do escape the penalty 
of hell and live forever with God in heaven. That is in fact, the greatest 
gift for all of humanity. And by the way, although for creative reasons I 
credited black history as given the above gifts, that was simply tongue 
and cheek humor. The Bible tells us that all good gifts come from God 
(James 1:17) Merry Christmas as you and yours celebrate the greatest of 
all Christmas gifts: The birth of Jesus savior of humankind! (John 3:16). 
And of course, happy and successful New Year to you as well!

David Stamey 
and the Staff of the 
Natchitoches Parish 

Clerk of Court
office 

wish you a 
Merry Christmas 

and a 
Great Holiday  

Season. 

Our goal is to provide you 
with efficient and courte-

ous service. 

We are located in 
Room 104 of the 

Natchitoches Parish 
Courthouse.

Our phone number is 
318-352-8152
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Tommy O’Con
Publisher

Mary Key Brocato
Columnist

Russell Rachal
Columnist

Herbert de Launay
Columnist

Rickey Robertson
Columnist

Dean Lambert
Columnist

Junior Johnson
Columnist

Kristy Sandel Knippers 
Columnist

Corkey Bruce
 Columnist 

Tommy Lewis
 Columnist 

Jessica Adams
Graphic/Layout Artist

At the holiday season, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who have made our progress possible. It is in this 
spirit that we say…”Thank You and Best Wishes for the holidays and Happy New Year.”

Roberta Hough
Graphic/Layout Artist

Ray Hough
Columnist

Merry Christmas
Around The Town Team

From the

 Edwin Crayton
Columnist
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Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

Business Cards
Stationery 

 Post Cards
Stickers • Banners

Raffle/Event Tickets
Invitations

Political Items
Posters • Flyers
Door Hangers

Passport Photos
Laminating

Much More!

(Copy & Fax Available)

24142 Hwy 191, Zwolle, LA 71486
(located in the Derksen Portable Building Lot)

(office) 318-645-7673
(fax) 318-645-7670

Let us be
Your One-Stop

Print Shop!

We can design
your project for you
or use your photo-ready design!

Bar R Design & Printing

Meditation, 
Quieting My 
Restless Mind
by Herbert de Launay 

 Meditation can refer to various ways we fo-
cus and manage our thoughts and feelings. 
It is something very old and found in various 
groups around the world.

The Psalms speak of meditating on God’s word and contemplating God’s 
temple. Other religions also talk about meditation. Mindfulness medita-
tion is sometimes suggested to help with pain or anxiety.

We can compare meditation to reading. I can read about one religion or 
another. Or, I can read about something that is not religious at all.

In the 1960s, some Buddhist leaders came to this country to get away 
from Communist persecution in southeast Asia and elsewhere. It was 
similar to Einstein coming to this country in the 1930s to escape the Nazis. 
This led some people to equate meditation with various Eastern religions.

However, meditation and contemplation are also found in our Jewish and 
Christian traditions. American monks such as Thomas Merton and Thom-
as Keating wrote about this. Keating called it “Centering Prayer,” perhaps 
to distinguish it from the other traditions.

Abbot Keating died October 25, 2018, at age 95. So his Christian faith, 
prayer, and meditation gave him a peaceful and long life.

“Be still and know that I am God,” says Psalm 46:10. However, our active 
Western society has trouble with being still. We look for action and ac-
complishments. It is not surprising that in recent centuries people drifted 
away from prayer practices such as meditation and contemplation.

A search on the internet will turn up many articles and videos on medita-
tion, contemplation, and Centering Prayer. Local libraries will have some 
materials. Local churches and pastors can also recommend some mate-
rials.

Meditation can be taking time with the Lord. “Could you not watch one 
hour with me?” Jesus said to his disciples in Matthew 46:10. When I spend 
an hour with Jesus in prayer, my anxious heart becomes more peaceful.

Religious music helps some people settle their restless hearts. I have 
found that copying a Bible passage into my notebook can help me to 
settle down and experience God’s peace. Sometimes I copy one of the 
Psalms or a story from the Gospels.

Simple things like focusing on our breathing can also be used in medita-
tion. Abbot Keating spoke about using a sacred word to gently focus our 
heart on God and his presence.

Reading about meditation can be a little confusing. Various groups use 
different techniques and ways to focus. Definitions vary from one writer 
to the next. It can take a little time to get familiar with different methods 
and different uses of similar words.

Many people find being out in nature a way to relax and get in touch with 
God. Jesus did that often, going up a mountain or into a garden or out to 
deserted places. It works if we take the time to do it regularly.

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent
Jessica Lynch - Receptionist

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek to pro-
vide the people of this area with news and information 
about the current events and happenings in the catego-
ries of dining, entertainment, sports and the arts, while 
providing a venue for retail and commercial establish-
ments, as well as local artisans, non-profit and service 
organizations to present themselves to the public. We 
also strive to feature some of the rich history and cul-
ture this area is particularly known for. 
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Merry Christmas
and 

Happy New Year
from

Village of Robeline

May the peace and blessings
of Christmas be yours;

And may the coming year
be filled with happiness.

MAYOR
Bobby Behan

CLERK
Betsy Edwards

COUNCILMEN
Gilda Jenkins - Randy Bockstanz

Bergen Oge

CHIEF OF POLICE
Gordon O’Con

PATROL OFFICERS
Shelby Borders - Tommy Fatheree

Curtis LaCour - Heath Litton
Wayne O‘Con - Brad Raynes
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E.D. White Wins Marching 
Contest
E.D. White High School was named Grand Champion of the 30tth annual 
Classic on the Cane Marching Contest held in Turpin Stadium at North-
western State University. More than 5,000 spectators watched 32 high 
school bands from Louisiana and Texas take part in the day-long compe-
tition, which was livestreamed at banddirector.com. The event was spon-
sored by the Spirit of Northwestern Marching Band, which performed at 
the conclusion of the competition, and the Band House Music Store.

Mabank (Texas) was second followed by Central, Acadiana and Airline.

Airline was named Best in Class in Classification IV and earned the out-
standing percussion award. Sam Houston received the outstanding auxil-
iary award.

E.D. White was the first place band in Classification III with Mabank sec-
ond and Acadiana third. Mabank had the outstanding percussion section 
and E.D. White had the outstanding auxiliary section.

In Classification II, Central was Best in Class and received the outstanding 
auxiliary award. Pineville earned the outstanding percussion award.

Ruston earned first place in Classification 1A with Parkview Baptist sec-
ond and Byrd in third. Brusly earned the outstanding percussion award 
and Byrd received the outstanding auxiliary award.

Delcambre received first place in Classification 1B while Pickering was 
second and Buckeye was third. Buckeye earned the outstanding percus-
sion award and Delcambre received the outstanding auxiliary award.

Owens Wins State Violin 
Competition 

Emily Owens, a graduate student in music performance at Northwestern 
State University, was the winner of the violin competition at the Louisiana 
Music Teachers National Association competition recently hosted by NSU. 
Owens is from Benton and is a student of Professor of Violin Dr. Andrej 
Kurti. She advances to regional competition and must submit a perfor-
mance recording by Dec. 5.

Owens performed Bach’s “Sonata 
No. 1 in G Minor, Adagio” Ysaye’s 
“Sonata No. 4, Finale” and the first 
movement of Tchaikovsky’s “Violin 
Concerto.”
 
“I love the work by Bach because 
it shows the spiritual side of music. 
Bach dedicated his work to the God, 
and this movement is prayerful,” said Owens. “The Ysaye movement is 
fast, energetic, and requires a lot of control, so it really helps practice 
stamina and bow technique.”

Owens calls the piece by Tchaikovsky “probably my favorite violin concer-
to.”

“I have always enjoyed overcoming challenges, and this piece definitely 
qualifies as one. It’s full of passion and emotion, and it’s a joy to perform,” 
she said.

Owens is assistant concertmaster for the Natchitoches-Northwestern 
Symphony Orchestra. She was a finalist in the 2013 Rapides Symphony 
Orchestra Concerto competition and performed with the Rapides Sym-
phony. Owens earned her undergraduate degree at Baylor University. She 
plans to receive her master’s next May and hopes to be an orchestral 
violinist and teach.

“Taking part in competitions definitely helps me as an artist,” said Owens. 
“I’ve found that when I have a goal, I have a purpose.  While counting 
down the days to a competition can be stressful at times, it inspires me to 
practice and do my very best.”  

Two students of Associate Professor of Piano Dr. Francis Yang, Ramon Bar-
ralaga (Young Artist Piano) and Jiaqi Yi (Junior Piano) received honorable 
mentions in their category.

NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST

Thiels Earns Rockefeller 
Scholarship
by Leah Jackson

Sabrina Thiels is the second Northwestern State University student in as 
many years to be awarded a Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship for stu-
dents pursuing degrees in forestry, wildlife or marine science. Thiels, a 
junior from Alexandria, is majoring in biology with a concentration in nat-
ural science.

 The Rockefeller State Wildlife Scholarship is a competitive scholarship 
that awards $2,000 annually to an undergraduate student and $3,000 an-
nually to a graduate student. Applicants must be a Louisiana resident, 
enrolled full-time at a public college or university and must have earned 
at least 60 hours college credit and have at least a 2.5 cumulative grade 
point average for undergraduates and 3.0 grade point average for gradu-
ate students. 

“What fascinates me about the natural sciences is the unknown, especial-
ly in marine life,” Thiels said. “I volunteer at the Natchitoches Fish Hatch-
ery several times a week testing water quality, helping with the fish and 
doing mussel work on a government funded project.”

After graduation, she plans to attend grad school and earn a master’s de-
gree in aquatic resources or a related field.



$7,000 OFF
2018 Chrysler
300
Stock
#C8059

$19,995 OFF
2018 Dodge 
Journey
W/3rd Row Seat
Stock 
#D8059

$10,000 OFF
2019 RAM 1500 
Big Horn
Crew Cab
Stock #R9035

$5,000 OFF     
2018 Jeep 
Renegade 
Stock #J8062

NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
If the All New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram can’t get you into a vehicle, you 

just can’t buy one! Experience is everything when getting a deal approved

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!

Come See Our Huge Selection of Pre-Owned Inventory

“With These Prices, Stay In Town, No Need To Drive Anywhere!”
“Special Finance Rebates Included In All Pricing”

Our Service is Second to None. 
Come check out our NEW Service Dept. !

NEW
OWNERSHIP

NEW
MANAGEMENT

COME SEE US TODAY

SAVE

THOUSANDS

INVENTORY LEVELS AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY
WE NEED THE ROOM

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED
NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY!

$6,000 OFF
2018 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee Ltd
Stock
 #J8070

$6,000 OFF
2018 Jeep 
Cherokee
Latitude Plus
Stock 
#J9055
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