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A New Year And New
Adventures 

In 2005, Ray and Roberta Hough started Bar R Enterprises on Highway 
191 south of Zwolle. They began with a dump truck and then added the 
Derksen Portable Building dealership, which was the first dealership in Sa-
bine Parish and has been the longest running dealership in the area. They 
then added carports, propane and printing services. During the last 13 
years, they have had the pleasure of making many friends while serving 
the community and want to take this opportunity to thank all of you, the 
best customers that anyone could possibly ask for.

Due to health reasons (and old age – both 
are in their 70s), they have made the diffi-
cult decision to retire and move to an area 
with less heat and humidity. Therefore, they 
have sold their property and business to a 
much younger, more energetic and ambi-
tious couple, James “Jud” and Jessica Ad-
ams. Ray says, “If you liked doing business 
with us, you will love doing business with 
Jud and Jessica!” 

Jud both works offshore and runs Tale 
Chasers, a guide service. Jessica is the new 
Graphics and Layout Artist here at Around 

the Town, a licensed real estate agent for Toledo Bend Lakeside Realty, 
and is a licensed Notary Public, which will be a great asset to the commu-
nity. The busy couple also have stylish Derksen rental cabins on the lake.

Natchitoches Parish - Sabine Parish - Vernon Parish

Jud and Jessica intend to keep the Derksen Portable Building and Quality 
Carport dealerships, as well as the propane filling station. They have plans 
for additional expansions with their business partners Kenneth “Beau” 
and Jana Davidson of Natural Forage Custom Baits. Both couple’s children 
will be working at the business and hope to give the community the best 
service experience possible. 

Ray and Roberta are very comfortable with this transition, and hope that 
their friends in the community will stop by and introduce themselves to 
Jud and Jessica.

It is with a sad heart that they must leave the area but have joy in the fact 
that they are leaving Bar R Enterprises, LLC, in good hands. Ray plans to 
keep his column, Gun Talk, in this paper on a regular basis for as long as 
the readers continue to enjoy. 

Thank you for your patronage, love and support all these years and hope-
fully well into the future.

Econo Lodge Inn & Suites  
By Choice Hotels® - Under 
New Ownership
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

New ownership took over 
in September of this year, 
and has already made a few 
changes to the lodge with 
more plans in the future! 
Manager Avi Patel was origi-
nally born in India, coming to 
the United States in 2009. He 
lived in North Carolina until 
2016, when he moved to south central Louisiana, and finally has settled 
in Natchitoches. He hopes to have a bright future with Econo Lodge Inn 
& Suites; providing a quality stay/experience for all those that call upon 
their services. A full hot breakfast is now available for the patrons that 
stay at Econo Lodge Inn & Suites! He is committed to keep improving to 
keep up with industry standard and guest satisfaction.

(Continued on Page 3)



Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044

Missing Woman in
Kisatchie Forest Found 
Safe
On Wednesday, December 19, 2018 
Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Deputies  
found Kayla Sheryl Brown, 24, of Phila-
delphia, PA and her 1-year old pit bull-
dog “Bineu” safe.

According to Natchitoches Parish Sheriff Victor Jones, a motorist traveling 
on I-49 who remembered the NPSO facebook post and media advisories 
of Miss Brown being missing contacted the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s 
Office. The motorist  reported seeing a female walking near I-49 near the 
Cypress exit.

Deputies responded finding Miss Brown and 
her dog.
Both were transported to the Natchitoches 
Parish Sheriff’s Office where both Miss 
Brown and her dog were given food and dry 
clothes.

Miss Brown and her dog had been the sub-
ject of a search since Friday, December 14, 

2018 after she had been reported missing and deputies wanted to check 
on her welfare.

Deputies contacted Miss Brown’s family 
members to advise them that Miss Brown 
and her pet was found safe.

Deputies say while interviewing Miss Brown, 
she informed them that she had a panic at-
tack and she just wanted to leave the group 
and area because it was just a wilderness area and nothing was around 
them only trees.

She also informed deputies she ate mushrooms, berries, nuts and drank 
water from the creeks during her 3-4 day journey mostly in the woods.
She and her dog slept in deer stands during the night.

Sheriff Jones would like to thank Mrs. A. Merrell for being a caring con-
cerned observant citizen that contacted the NPSO to help this young lady. 
The Sheriff also expressed his appreciation to the media outlets for assis-
tance in helping with this missing persons case.

Town of Many Mourns the 
Loss of Barbara Peterson
”The passing of Barbara Richardson 
Peterson is a huge loss to the Town 
of Many,” Mayor Ken Freeman said.

 Mrs. Peterson died  Thursday morn-
ing, November 29, 2018. She was 
born August 9, 1935.

 She had been elected as alder-
woman at large in 2001, continued 
to be re-elected every four years 
and served as Mayor Pro Tempore 
during the entire 17 years that she 
served on the City Council. 

 Freeman said she was a pleasure to 
work with, with endless energy and 
enthusiasm for the town where she 
grew up and lived her entire life. 

 ”I considered Barbara to be a good friend, and I always valued her input 
and advice on matters concerning the Town of Many and its citizens. My 
wife and I also considered her to be a close personal friend,” Freeman 
said.

 A long time teacher and educator in Sabine Parish, Mrs. Peterson was well 
liked by her students and highly respected by her peers. One teacher said 
she first began teaching when she was only 22 years old She walked into 
the school building where Mrs. Peterson was the first person to greet her 
and told her she would help her in every way that she could.

 ”I had questions almost every day, and she never lost patience with me 
but explained and showed me how to do things that I’d never experi-
enced before— especially the record keeping and keeping the students 
quiet,” laughed the teacher as she reminisced about her mentor. 

 After she retired from teaching, Mrs. Peterson, in addition to her duties 
on the city council, enjoyed her private life where she was an enthusiastic 
quilter, a member of the First United Methodist Church, and a lifetime 
member of Delta Gamma Social Sorority. 

 Mayor Freeman said her absence on the city council, her experience, and 
her knowledge will be deeply missed. “She was a special person and we 
were so fortunate to have her presence and wisdom on our city council.

She was always wanting to do anything that would make our town better,” 
Freeman said. 

 She leaves behind her husband Garland Peterson, two sons Mike Tomp-
kins and Mark Tompkins, and three grandsons Christopher, Stephen, and 
Nathan Tompkins.

 ”Our sympathies go out to Garland, Mike and Mark. A wife, a mother, 
and a vital member of our community, she was indeed someone special. I 
know how much they will miss her. The people of Many will miss her and 
so shall my wife Mary Ellen and I, ” Freeman concluded.

Memorial services for Barbara Jane Peterson, 83, of Many, LA, were held 
on Sunday, December 2, 2018 at 3:00 PM at First United Methodist Church 
of Many with Rev. Gloria Youngblood officiating.
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT!
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming

event or fundraiser, please send to aroundthetownla@aol.com
We’ll help spread the word! Please include a contact number.



PAT TODD, JR.

630 4th St.
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 332-1723

301 Virginia Street, Winnfield 
La.  Beautiful home on 15 
acres.  6377 sq feet with an 
awesome indoor pool.  Acre-
age is manicured.  Hardwood 
and original brick floors. Built 
in refrigerators, special room 
for cooking by pool and 
canning. Low utilities.  Simply 
a must see!

800 Hancock Street, 
Natchitoches, La
Great Location,  Close to 
Hospital and Restaurants

301 DeSoto Street, Natchi-
toches, La
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths. Nice 
quiet area, beautiful neigh-
borhood.

335 Pegasus Street, Natchi-
toches, La
3 bed, 1 bath, 600 square 
foot shop attached in back.  
Shop has heat/air, water, 110 
plugs and 220 plugs.  Large 
door, can drive car or truck 
inside.  Quiet street with City 
park across street for kids or 
grandkids.
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Econo Lodge Inn & Suites  
By Choice Hotels® - Under 
New Ownership (Continued from Page 1)

In the last 14 years, Econo Lodge Inn & Suites has been remodeled 
twice; the latest in 2017. Located right off of I-49, across from McDon-
alds and Huddle House, Econo Lodge Inn & Suites offers many amenities 
that are sure to keep you feeling at home, away from home. Twenty-two 
rooms are king suites; which offer a king size bed, a separate living 
space, and a sofa bed. The other fifty rooms offer two queen size beds 
in each. No matter which you stay in, you can enjoy premium cable; 
80 channels and HBO from your flat screen TV, free Wi-Fi/high speed 
internet, micro refrigerator, ironing board, and a hair dryer. Econo Lodge 
also offers a seasonal salt water swimming pool, BBQ pit, meeting room, 
fitness room, and guest laundry; all on site. They also have a biggest 
bus/truck parking in town!

So whether you are traveling for work, just passing through, trying to help 
someone find a place to stay or even for meeting, training sessions, re-
unions, baby shower, wedding party – be sure to check in to Econo Lodge 
Inn & Suites in Natchitoches! Located at 5335 University Parkway, Natchi-
toches, LA 71457 – you can always reach them at 318-214-0700.

The Obstacle in our Path
Inspiration

There once was a very wealthy 
and curious king. This king had a 
huge boulder placed in the mid-
dle of a road. Then he hid near-
by to see if anyone would try to 
remove the gigantic rock from the 
road.

The first people to pass by were some of the king’s wealthiest merchants 
and courtiers. Rather than moving it, they simply walked around it. A few 
loudly blamed the King for not maintaining the roads. Not one of them 
tried to move the boulder.

Finally, a peasant came along. His arms were full of vegetables. When he 
got near the boulder, rather than simply walking around it as the others 
had, the peasant put down his load and tried to move the stone to the 
side of the road. It took a lot of effort but he finally succeeded.

The peasant gathered up his load and was ready to go on his way when he 
saw a purse lying in the road where the boulder had been. The peasant 
opened the purse. The purse was stuffed full of gold coins and a note from 
the king. The king’s note said the purse’s gold was a reward for moving 
the boulder from the road.

The king showed the peasant what 
many of us never understand:
every obstacle presents an oppor-
tunity to improve our condition.

A Very Special Bank
Account
Inspiration

Imagine you had a bank 
account that deposited 
$86,400 each morning. 
The account carries over 
no balance from day to 
day, allows you to keep no 
cash balance, and every 
evening cancels whatev-
er part of the amount you 
had failed to use during 
the day. What would you 
do? Draw out every dollar 
each day!

We all have such a bank. Its name is Time. Every morning, it credits you 
with 86,400 seconds. Every night it writes off, as lost, whatever time you 
have failed to use wisely. It carries over no balance from day to day. It al-
lows no overdraft so you can’t borrow against yourself or use more time 
than you have. Each day, the account starts fresh. Each night, it destroys 
an unused time. If you fail to use the day’s deposits, it’s your loss and you 
can’t appeal to get it back.

There is never any borrowing time. You can’t take a loan out on your time 
or against someone else’s. The time you have is the time you have and 
that is that. Time management is yours to decide how you spend the time, 
just as with money you decide how you spend the money. It is never the 
case of us not having enough time to do things, but the case of whether 
we want to do them and where they fall in our priorities.

Celebrate
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 Captain Colin Kelly, Jr. -  
American Hero
    by Rickey Robertson 
   
 In December 1941 America had been attacked. 
Yes we remember what happened on 9-11 
when the terrorist’s hijacked the passenger 
planes and crashed them into the World Trade 
Center buildings. But in 1941 it was an attack 
that started at Pearl Harbor and went through-
out the Pacific and into the Philippine Islands. In 
the Philippine Islands General Douglas MacAr-
thur had an army and air force that that were vastly outnumbered and 
most of all vastly unprepared.

 As the American Fleet lay destroyed in its fleet anchorage at Pearl Harbor, 
the Japanese began their attack on the Philippines. And just as at Pearl 
Harbor the Americans were not prepared for the forthcoming attack. 
Planes were lined up in rows at Clark and Nichols Fields and other aux-
iliary fields at Iba, Del Monte, and Del Carmen. And suddenly the attack 
came the day after Pearl Harbor had been ravaged.

 As waves of Japanese fighters and bombers came over, aircraft were de-
stroyed before they could take to the air. Only a very few planes survived, 
and many of these planes were damaged. One American pilot in the com-
ing days was to become one of the true hero’s of World War II. This pilot 
was Captain Colin P. Kelly Jr. 

 Colin Kelly was born in 1915 in Madison, Florida. As a youngster he was 
interested in flying. After he completed high School  in 1932 he received 
an appointment to the US Military Academy at West Point in 1933. Colin 
Kelly graduated in the Class of 1937 from West Point and was assigned 
to the US Army Air Corps. Kelly took his pilot training and became a B-17 
heavy bomber pilot.  With war looming on the horizon with the Japa-
nese, Captain Colin Kelly Jr. and his crew were assigned to the Philippine 
Islands for duty. Captain Kelly was the first US Army officer to fly the B-17 
bomber in the Far East. Captain Kelly’s B-17 unit was assigned to the 19th 
Bombardment Group 30th Bombardment Squadron at Clark Field in the 
Philippine Islands.

 After the Japanese attack, the few planes that were left to the American 
and Filipino forces were used to attempt to stop the impending Japanese 
invasion. Captain Kelly and his crew flew several bombing missions the 
first days of the war against the Japanese Navy. But on December 10, 
1941 Captain Kelly and his brave crew were sent on a bombing mission 
to attack Japanese Navy ships of the coast of Luzon. On this mission the 
crew observed what they thought to be a Japanese battleship. They be-
lieved that this massive ship was the battleship Haruna. At an altitude of 
20,000 feet Captain Kelly began his bombing run on the target. His bom-
bardier, Sergeant Meyer Levin, dropped three 600 pound bombs on the 
large ship. Through all the smoke the crew believed that one bomb had 
hit the ship and that it was on fire and was possibly destroyed. But the 
ship was not the Haruna but possibly a large Japanese transport or light 
cruiser. Records after the war showed Captain Kelly’s plane had damaged 
the Japanese cruiser Natori. As Captain Kelly brought the B-17 around to 
head back to Clark Field, Japanese fighter planes attacked the bomber, 
followed it, then attacked it again. As Captain Kelly’s plane approached 
Clark Field the bomber caught fire due to the damage from the attacking 
Japanese planes. Captain Kelly ordered his crew to bail out. Due to the 
damage to the B-17 Captain Kelly was unable to exit the plane and when 
it blew up he was killed instantly.  American and Filipino troops rushed to 
help the survivors and near the site of the wreckage, Captain Kelly’s body 
was recovered. He was buried with honors in the Philippines.

 But Captain Kelly became a hero due to what American’s thought was our 
first victory against the Japanese aggressors. The message sent from the 
Philippines to the United States was garbled but the public thought that 
Captain Kelly and his crew had destroyed a Japanese battleship. Ameri-
cans thought that Captain Kelly had been awarded the Medal of Honor for 
his actions, but in reality he had been awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross, the nation’s second highest award for heroism , due to his attack 
on the Japanese ship and for sacrificing his life so that his crew could bail 
out during the engagement.

 America needed a hero and they got one in Captain Colin P. Kelly Jr. I salute 
him as a hero for his actions. Captain Kelly left a wife, Marion, and a year 
and half old son, Colin P. (Corky) Kelly IV. President Franklin Roosevelt on 

December 17, 1941 wrote a letter to “the President of the United States 
of America in 1956” to allow Captain Kelly’s son an opportunity to attend 
the US Military Academy at West Point where his father had attended. 
And yes, that son did attend West Point, graduated and became an Army 
Officer. He later attended Divinity School and returned to the military as a 
Chaplain where he later retired.

 After World War II ended Captain Colin Kelly’s remains were brought 
from the Philippine Islands and were buried at Oak Ridge Cemetery in his 
hometown of Madison, Florida. An American hero had returned home. 
Posthumously Captain Kelly was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross 
and the Distinguished Flying Cross for his heroic service to our nation. 
Throughout America there are many locations named in honor of Captain 
Kelly. During World War II the US Liberty Ship “SS Colin P. Kelly Jr” was 
named in his honor. In San Francisco there is Colin P. Kelly Jr. Street and 
near Wright Patterson Air Force Base there is Colin Kelly Drive named in 
his honor. And in his hometown of Madison Florida there is the 4 Free-
dom’s Monument in his honor and Colin Kelly Highway was dedicated in 
his honor.

 When America faces danger from abroad brave men and women step 
up and stand up for our nation just as Captain Colin P. Kelly Jr. did during 
World War II. These American heroes stand up for America because there 
is a Star Spangled Banner waving somewhere in the breeze. This is our 
flag and we are proud of it ! America truly is the home of the brave !

Colin P. Kelly Jr. as a West Point 
Cadet. He graduated in the 
Class of 1937 at West Point. (US 
Air Force Photograph)

Captain Colin P. Kelly Jr. was as-
signed to the Army Air Corps and 
became a B-17 pilot after grad-
uation from West Point. (US Air 
Force Photograph)

Painting of Captain Colin Kelly Jr. by Deane Keller hangs in the National 
Museum of the US Air Force. (US Air Force Photograph)

Grave marker at the gravesite 
of Captain Colin P. Kelly Jr. in his 
hometown of Madison, Florida. 
(US Air Force Photograph)

I have answered my Nation’s call
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The Calling
by Dean Lambert

As I drove to Sunday School recently, I could not 
help remembering back many years ago when 
Dale (my twin brother) and I were at church one 
Sunday morning at the Old Bethel Baptist Church, 
located way back in the woods close to where we 
were raised in Natchitoches Parish. Not sure who 
the preacher was, but I do remember my moth-
er and grandmother sitting on the old wooden 
pews across the aisle from Dale and me. I think 
we were in our early teens or perhaps a year of so 
shy of that. Anyway, toward the end of the long 
Baptist sermon, the preacher got to the dedication and invitation part 
of his sermon and asked everyone to stand and sing as he invited mem-
bers of the congregation to come forward and be saved and to dedicate 
their life to the Lord. For me, I was very comfortable where I was sitting, 
back toward the rear of the church, ready for the service to conclude, my 
thoughts were on the outside, it was much too fine of a spring day to be 
inside of any building.

But as the last verses of the dedication song was being sung, to my utter 
shock and amazement, my twin Dale stood up, stepped sideways over 
my feet and slid out into the aisle and headed straight down toward the 
pulpit. I was stunned as the preacher placed his hands on Dale’s shoulders 
and turned him around to face the congregation. I had not thought about 
Dale doing this, not at all, and I certainly had no calling to do the same. I 
was more than content to stay just where I was, no way was my little shy 
self going anywhere. I slid down in my seat and tried my best to simply 
disappear. 

But as the song was coming to an end, I for some reason looked across 
the aisle and my eyes met the piercing stare of my grandmother. Her stern 
glare was so strong that it was beyond any strength that I had to turn my 
face away. Then her right hand came up and she pointed at me, and then 
pointed to Dale. I froze. Then again without blinking, she pointed at me, 
then at Dale. The game was over, the message was clear. Twins in birth, 
twins in baptism, two for the price of one, the standoff had ended.

Well, I mustered up all the courage that I could and I sheepishly headed 
down the aisle to join Dale. Of course, grandmother was very pleased; her 
eyes were now filled with joy as she watched Dale and I stand with the 
preacher, in front of the whole church, a proud moment indeed. And in a 
few weeks, with all the church members standing and singing on the le-
vee of my uncle T.B. Jackson’s cow pond, Dale and I were baptized….Yes, I 
will always remember that Sunday morning in church…… I refer to it as.....
the Sunday that the Lord called Dale……. and my grandmother called me.

Open Letter from
Natchitoches 
Councilman  
Russell Rachel
As another year has come to an end, I would 
like to take this opportunity to wish you and 
your family a happy new year.

One of the greatest joys of the beginning of each new year is the oppor-
tunity to say thank you and wish you the very best for the coming new 
year.
I want to personally thank each of you for your friendship during the 
past year. This message is to convey my heartfelt greetings to you and 
your family. Hope you had a great 2018 and have even a better one in 
2019.

I would like to say that I have truly enjoyed and consider it an honor and 
blessing to be able to come to you each month to visit with you and let 
you know what is going on in your Parish Government. Be assured I will 
work just as hard in 2019 as I did last year to make our parish a better 
place to live.

God bless you all,
Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council District 5

Local Group Celebrates 
the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe
The Hispanic community and members of St John the Baptist Catholic 
Church gathered on December 2nd to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. A Spanish Mass was celebrated by Rev. Fidel Mandragon of 
Shreveport and Rev. Francis Kamau, pastor of St. John the Baptist.  A meal 
was served afterwards.  The celebration has become an annual event.

This young lady is 
Stella McElwee.

The Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office 2018 Christmas Toy Drive 
is taking place in this snapshot on the 1st floor of the Natchitoches 
Parish Courthouse.

The Toy Drive is made possible by donations from private citizens 
and area businesses.

Organizers of the Toy Drive would like to thank everyone who made 
donations to this worthy cause.

Blessed Mother Our Lady of Guadalupe, we 
are ever in need of your presence and your 
guidance as we face the future. We each have 
our hopes and expectations for the year that is 
ahead of us – but your Son alone knows what 
it holds for us your Children.

We pray that your Motherly intercession will 
give us the strength and the wisdom we will 
need to meet its challenges. So help us to 
humbly put our hands into your hand, and to 
trust in your Son and to seek His will for our 
lives during this coming year.

O Mother, intercede for us that the fruits of 
the old year are not lost and that the seeds of 
grace planted for the coming year will grow to 
the full measure of the holiness to which we 
are all called.

Bless your children at the turning of the year 
and fill the months ahead with bright hope.



Introducing Our New
Columnists from Cajun
Country
We are so happy to have Peggy Devall and Mark Allemond join our Around 
The Town team of monthly columnists. We know you will enjoy reading 
about their “adventures “ in South Louisiana.

                         Tommy O’Con - Publisher

This story begins with an unlikely origin....The characters? One former resi-
dent of Nacogdoches, Texas and regular visitor to Natchitoches area; and a 
Cajun from the Swamps of Louisiana!...Intrigued?

Peggy Devall and Mark Allemond are a dynamic couple who are great friends 
of the Northeast Texas area, especially Nacogdoches as well as the Natchi-
toches and Cane River region. Peggy made her home in Nacogdoches for a 
number of years during the late 1990’s into the early 2000’s. Originally a na-
tive of South Louisiana she lived in the Nacogdoches community while tend-
ing to her aging mother who made her home there in her later years. Peggy 
was instrumental in the early success of the Jones House Bed & Breakfast in 
Downtown Nacogdoches. 

Operating the B&B and working to make a go of things, Peggy regularly host-
ed professionals from the Houston Area as well as other parts of Texas, dol-
ing out hospitality to which was second to none, and appreciated by all who 
stayed at the Jones House. To this day, the City of Nacogdoches is still near 
and dear to her heart. 

Mark is simply a Cajun from “down under”, meaning from the swamps of 
South Louisiana to be more accurate! Also a veteran of hospitality from 
his many years operating his family business, McGee’s Landing and Swamp 
Tours on the Atchafalaya Basin, Mark has also invested the better part of 
his career as a tourism and hospitality professional and has enjoyed visits 
to Natchitoches on many occasions. During his years of hosting hundreds 
of thousands of visitors the world over, Mark enjoyed sharing stories of the 
swamp with visitors; including the history of his ancestors in the swamp 
along with information about the unique ecosystem of the swamp among 
other interesting subjects. 

Today, through the unexpected acquaintance of the two around 2001, the 
two have forged a great partnership in life and again offering their best at-
tempts to provide visitors to South Louisiana an experience worthy of men-
tion! 

Back in 2014 the two built a little lodging space next to their home in Ar-
naudville, Louisiana. This is when the “Cajun Cabin Guest Cottage was es-
tablished. Since this time, Peggy and Mark have brought smiles, hospitality 
and intrigue to folks from all corners of the planet. The Cajun Cabin, as it 
is called for short, offers a quaint experience in a small town atmosphere, 
where folks can enjoy great food, craft beer, live music and other worth-
while events in short walking or biking distance. 

Guests at the Cajun Cabin enjoy just walking around the little French speak-
ing community and meeting friendly folks who share their stories with them 
willingly. It is almost, in some instances, like being in a Norman Rockwell era 
kind of a town, if you will. 

Fast forward a little! In 2015, Mark decided to invest in a boat to take the 
Cajun Cabin guests into the deep sections of the Atchafalaya Swamp, re-
ally in the spirit of expanding the services of the guest cottage. It didn’t 
take long before other tourism contacts, who Mark had worked with 
during many years of operating his family business, to begin referring 
business to the swamp tour business. So...Cajun Customized Excursions 
was established! 

To this day, the objective continues to be the goal of offering a “person-
alized experience” in some of the more remote areas of the swamp. 
Guests aboard the “Wood Duck” experience places in the swamp that 
actually see very little human activity as well as other bayous where 
the tour will encounter fishermen trying to catch the big one! As they 
convey to guests, every tour is different, due to the swamp constantly 
going through natural changes on its annual cycle of high water levels 
and lower levels. 

The great interest among tour guests are always closely tied to wanting 
a sighting of the elusive alligator, which during the warmer periods is a 
regular experience. However, there is so much more the swamp offers 
than just gators, such as a host of migratory birds, from many parts of 
the western hemisphere, such as South America for example. 

These great attributes, along with many personal stories shared by 
Mark tops off the delight by visitors, exclaiming that they have been 
on many swamp tours, but nothing quite like the experience offered by 
Cajun Customized Excursions. 

So...If you are intrigued to read more about the adventures that Peggy 
and Mark share with their Cajun Cabin guests and visitors aboard the 
Wood Duck, stayed tuned!

In the meantime, if you want to learn more about how to schedule a 
stay at the Cajun Cabin Guest Cottage and a deep swamp excursion 
with Cajun Customized Excursions, you can visit their website at www.
cajuncabinguestcottage.com.

They are located at:
113 E. Railroad Street
Arnaudville, LA 70512
(337) 331-6677
FB at The Cajun Cabin 
Guest Cottage
FB at Cajun Customized Ex-
cursions

Mark Allemond and Peggy Devall
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Around The Town caught staff members of Brandon Law Office 
and Sabine Property Shoppe enjoying the Christmas Photo Opt 
located in front of their office on San Antonio Avenue in Many.



Yvonne’s Boutique on the Bayou
940 San Antonio Avenue
Many, Louisiana
318-609-4360

The shop is full 
of all-new BLING 

BLINGS! 

A New Year - A New You
May your New Year be Filled with

Blessings and May your Closet be Filled 
with the Latest Fashions from our Boutique!

Purses, shoes 
and winter

apparel 
arriving daily
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Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $15.99 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer 
is assistant pastor at
Rock Island Baptist 

Church, Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your orders NoW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
          Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver
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Come and be a part of a growing church!
Children and their families are warmly welcomed!

MT. HOREB CHURCH
720 Farm Rd. 1 • San Augustine, TX 75972

(936) 488-9080

PASTORS DAVID & GIA BOYD
LOVE • ACCEPTANCE • FORGIVE- NESS

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 
that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. JOHN 10:10

Sunday School 10:00 AM • Morning Service 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 PM

Children’s Church (on Sunday) & Monthly Activities
Monthly Men & Women’s Fellowship Meetings

CONTACT US

Around The Town
Tommy O’Con

PO Box 187 • Robeline, LA 71469

318-471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

www.aroundthetownonline.com

Merle Norman
Cosmetics Studio

940 San Antonio Avenue • Many, LA
318-609-4360

• Monday-Friday 10a.m.-5p.m.
• Saturday 10a.m.-2p.m.

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires JANUARY 31, 2019

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

406 Pelican Drive, Pineville, LA 71360
318-730-6705

“Where the Love of God Dwells...”

ORDER OF SERVICES
Intercessory Prayer • Tuesday, 7pm

Bible Study • Thursday, 7pm
Sunday School • 10am

Sunday Worship • 12 Noon

“Come and get your New Start”Pastor
Amos T. Brown

Elect Lady
Carla Brown

Finest Memorials Since 1965 
Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY



   Corkey Bruce, Owner
   Natural Springs  
   Garden Center

In The Garden
by Corkey Bruce

Happy New Year! I trust you all had a very hap-
py and blessed Christmas. January is typically 
the month to unwind and recover from the 
hustle and bustle of the holiday season.  For 
some it is a time to seek relief from the stress-
es the season can bring. What better stress re-
liever than to spend time in the garden.

According to a June 14, 2017 article by Kim 
Hayes in AARP Magazine, “Working in dirt 
boosts mood, lowers dementia risk.”  The arti-
cle lists five secret health benefits of gardening.

1. Exposure to sunlight helps you get the vita-
min D needed to strengthen your bones and immune system. Remember 
to apply sunscreen and wear sun glasses to protect your eyes.
2. Decrease risk of dementia
3. Mood-boosting benefits
4. Enjoyable way to get exercise
5. Helps combat loneliness 
So, you have decided to spend some time in the garden, what do you do.  
If you plan to plant any shrubs or trees, it is not too late to do this. As I 
have stated before, the sooner you get new plantings in the ground the 
longer they have to be established before the first really hot time of July 
and August.  

If you plan to create a new perennial bed or a nice spot for annual color, 
now is a great time to prepare your beds so they will be ready for imme-
diate planting when the time is right and the plants are available. Remove 
any grass or weeds from the area and enhance the soil with plenty of or-
ganic material like compost and fertilizer. Before you add any fertilizer, be 
sure to read the label. Where some is good, too much can be the death 
of your new planting.  

If you have something that needs to be moved, now is the time to do that. 
I recommend having the new spot ready before you dig up the material 
to be moved. The less time the roots are out of the ground the better. Try 
to get as much of the root ball as you can and plant it at the same depth 
in the new spot. This is the only time that I really recommend root stimu-
lator. I would not go to the trouble of transplanting anything without the 
added insurance of root stimulator. This product is very inexpensive and 
easy to apply. 

If you had a successful vegetable garden in the past you probably already 
have a nice spot established. Spend some time cleaning it of any unwant-
ed weeds. Turn the soil to a depth of 8” with a tiller if one is available. If 
you have no tiller, you can use a shovel to turn the soil. This is more labor 
intensive, but you are getting the exercise. Good for you. You can spread 
a 2-to-4 inch layer of organic matter (compost, rotted manure, composted 
soil conditioner) over the bed. Sprinkle a general-purpose fertilizer over 
the organic matter being sure to read the label for the correct amount. 
Remember, some is good, too much can be death.

If you don’t have an existing spot for your vegetable garden, chose a 
spot that gets at least six hours of sun each day. Remove any grass or 
ground cover. You can spray with a herbicide such as glyphosate to kill 
the grass and wait a few days to begin the process. Be sure you are using 
a post-emergent herbicide and not one with residual action. If not sure, 
please ask. This is very important. Then turn the soil and follow the in-
struction above.

You may want to consider raised garden beds. These should be eight to 
twelve inches deep and any length you can accommodate. However, do 
not make them any wider than three to four feet. Any wider and you will 
have a hard time getting to the middle to work it or to harvest the bounty. 
Fill the raised beds with a landscape mix (not top soil unless you want to 
deal with weeds). Natural Springs Garden Center sells landscape mix in 
bulk and can help you calculate how much you need. To the landscape 
mix you will also want to add organic matter as mentioned above.

If you start in January, your garden will be ready to plant when the time is 
right. In North Louisiana the ground is not usually warm enough to plant 
until late March or early April. Of course, this will be different every year 
depending on the weather.

Usually, you will be able to purchase garden vegetable plants from your 
local nursery around the middle of March. I don’t encourage you to buy 
the first time you see these plants available. It is probably too early. At 
Natural Springs Garden Center we do not bring the vegetable plants out 
of the greenhouses until it is safe to plant. 

If you want to start your veggies from seed, start them inside in Janu-
ary. Read the package directions for each variety to see the timetable for 
starting your seed. For example, start your pepper seeds by mid-January 
as they take longer to germinate. Tomatoes should be started by the end 
of January.

Whatever you do, it won’t be wrong. You get a little 
sunshine and exercise. You relieve a little stress and 
possibly you grow something good to eat. 

Remember you find your happiness where you 
plant it!

Jud & Jessica Adams (owners)

24142 HWY 191, ZWOLLE, LA 71486
318-645-7673 • 318-645-7670(fax)

337-368-7765 (cell)

Mon-Sat: 8AM-6PM      Sun: 10AM-4PM

Metal Buildings
Carports, Garages, Shops

  Ken “Beau”     Jana
 337-387-9431     337-387-9012
 24142 Hwy 191, Zwolle www.nfbfishing.com

naturalforagebaits@gmail.com
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Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

$8,000  OFF
3500 Ram One-Ton Crew Cab

4WD Trucks AND 2500 Ram Diesel 
Trucks!

NOW ONLY $24,995
2019 4 Door Ram 1500 

Trucks

NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
If the All New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram can’t get you into a vehicle, you 

just can’t buy one! Experience is everything when getting a deal approved.

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!
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Mary Brocato Appointed to 
Many City Council
Sabine Parish Clerk of 
Court Tammy Foster 
swears in Mary Brocato 
as the new council mem-
ber at large for the Town 
of Many. Brocato fills the 
vacancy created by the 
recent death of Barbara 
Peterson, who served on 
the Council for 17 years.

 Many Mayor Ken Free-
man has named Mary 
Beth Key Brocato to the 
position of City Council-
man at large for the Many 
City Council.

 The Many City Council 
members voted unani-
mously for Brocato to fill the position.

 She fills the vacancy left by the death of City Council member and Mayor 
Pro Tem Barbara Richardson Peterson who served in these positions since 
2001.

 Mayor Freeman also nominated longtime City Councilman James Kenne-
dy as the new Mayor Pro Tempore. He was unanimously approved by the 
City Council members.

 Kennedy is the first African American to serve as Mayor Pro Tempore of 
the Many City Council. He became a member of the City Council in Janu-
ary 2004 when he was appointed to the position to fill the unexpired term 
of his wife after she passed away. He then ran for the council seat at the 
next election and has been elected to the City Council every four years 
since that time. January 2019 will mark 15 years that Kennedy has been 
on the City Council.

 Brocato will serve on the council until October 2019 when an election will 
fill the vacancy left by Peterson’s death.

 She said she felt honored and humbled to be selected by Mayor Free-
man as Peterson’s replacement. “Barbara served our town so well and so 
faithfully for so many years. I hope I can follow in her footsteps and be a 
good and caring council person too. She certainly set a good example for 
me to follow. I also appreciate Mayor Freeman so much for having such 

confidence in me,” said Brocato.

 Brocato, who retired from the broadcast journalism program at North-
western State University in 2012, serves as chairperson of the Many Cul-
tural District Advisory Committee. She will continue to fill that volunteer 
position.

 When she retired after a 47-year career in journalism that included 25 
years as a teacher, she knew she wanted to give back to her community 
of Many and Sabine Parish, “because I grew up here and those formative 
years taught me so much. I thought it was time to give something back to 
make our community an even better place for our people to live. So I’ve 
been volunteering ever since. “

 She and the Cultural Committee members have worked hard to renovate 
and convert the old Sabine Theater into the Many Community Center that 
offers Music in Many programs, free movies, and many cultural events at 
the center.
 They are currently involved in Saving a Building/Building a Museum by 
renovating and restoring the old Many Depot and converting it into the 
Sabine Parish Historical Museum in Many.

 She and her fellow committee members have also installed 12 Book Nooks 
throughout the town that offer free books to the residents of Many.
 During her career, Brocato worked as a reporter and anchor in the news 
departments of television stations in Alexandria, Baton Rouge and New 
Orleans. She also served as the first female press secretary for seven years 
to Louisiana Governor John McKeithen where she honed her interest in 
government and politics. Brocato also spent several years as a documen-
tary film producer for the World Health Organization.
 Upon her return to her hometown of Many, she taught English and Speech 
at Many High School and then moved to Northwestern State University 
where she headed up the broadcast journalism program until her retire-
ment.
 She is the daughter of the late John Adam and Flarcie Miller Key, the wife 
of the late Dr. Robert M. Brocato, and the mother of one son, Dr. Robert 
Adam Brocato of Shreveport.

Amanda Brocato, Robert Brocato, Mary Brocato and Clerk of Court Tam-
my Foster shortly after Mary Brocato was sworn in as the new council 
member at large for the Town of Many.  Her son and daughter-in-law 
drove down from their Shreveport home for the swearing-in ceremony.

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

Indoor Shopping
VENDORS WELCOME

CALL 409-625-1606

May this year of 2019 be
A year of Health &

Happiness
A year of Wealth & Wisdom

A year of Peace &
Prosperity

A year of Glee & Glow
And also a year of Love and

Laughter
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT LOCATION FOR
 GARAGE SALES

FRIDAY - SUNDAY • 9 to 5

Sabine Parish
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Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises KePt/services delivered

“Home of Next daY service”

Rodney C. Abington
rodNeY@aaPestsolutioNs.com

141 cassidY laNe

maNY, la 71449
call rodNeY or KYle

318-273-BuGs (2847)

Old Man Winter
by Mark Allemond & Peggy Devall

Greetings from Peggy and I here in 
South Louisiana! We are thrilled 
to have the opportunity to share 
stories about life in Cajun Country 
with each of you as we embark 
on this adventure together. As 
mentioned in the inaugural story 
in Around The Town, we hope to 
have some fun with readers while 
presenting interesting “antidotes to boredom” from our part of the world 
in an entertaining way; and hopefully we can entice some of our “new 
friends” to consider coming on down to Cajun Country to experience the 
South Louisiana way of life at some point in the future!

As the story unfolds!....It was not that long ago when we first began host-
ing folks in the Cajun Cabin Guest Cottage from the world over, here in 
Arnaudville, Louisiana! Along the way there has been a consistent inquiry 
from guests about where to find the most memorable experiences while 
in South Louisiana; and a desire to be with the local folks...Believe us, 
there are no shortages of things to do here; even in the coldest month of 
the year, January!

Like the notorious Cajun couple from local folklore, Pierre and Marie 
would say; “You like to eat some good food, we have lots of places to get 
you fixed up!” And they continue; “You like to dance (to work off all that 
good food), we have all kinds of places where you can get some Cajun and 
Zydeco Aerobics!”...”You want to get lost in the swamp? We can get you 
good and lost, especially when we sell you a one way ticket”.

However, speaking of dancing...I have told many visitors on the swamp 
over the years that once I was helping my Dad raise his crawfish traps in 
the flooded woods of the Atchafalaya Swamp in the spring, (which is a 
time when snakes are coming out of their winter hibernation and they 
are somewhat partially blind for a period and trying to warm up in the 
tree branches from the sunlight).While we were busting through what is 
essentially flooded thicket, a snake fell out of the tree into my feet in the 
front of the boat, and I began hoping in the boat from left to right foot try-
ing to avoid getting bit by a water moccasin. My Dad told me to calm down 
like it wasn’t anything to worry about. Well...I told these visitors; “This is 
typical of what “crawfishermen” have to deal with on a regular basis and 
this was how the Cajun Two Step was born!” I concluded with telling the 
guests that if they went to one of the local restaurants where live Cajun 
music was presented they would see what I meant. When watching this 
traditional dancing one can imagine the scenario of a snake trying to bite 
the fisherman while dancers are hopping around the dance floor from left 
foot to right in uninterrupted rythm.

Fortunately, in January, the likelihood of encountering a snake in the 
swamp is very limited, and ironically, the swamp is very beautiful in its 
winter state, although a little chilly! So, a swamp excursion is not out of 
the realm...But enjoying great Cajun and Creole cooking, dancing with the 
locals, and exploring the great local communities down here is always an 
adventure and lots of fun, no matter what the weather brings!...Ya’ll come 
on down!

www.cajuncabinguestcottage.com

337-331-6677
FB at The Cajun Cabin Guest Cottage FB at Cajun Customized Excursions
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Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales Manager

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, Hamilton

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-attach 
       6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

Magnolia Lace Boutique
where every lady leaves feeling like a southern belle!

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

10% OFF
Clothing Purchase

NEW YEAR’S WISH
By Patricia Mouton
Guest Columnist

Christmas is a season of hope and pos-
sibilities.  It is filled with pretty lights, 
Christmas trees and Hallmark-feel-good-
movies.  The movies feature people in 
tough situations, who find solutions to 
their problem, reconnect to what is im-
portant in life and have a happily ever af-
ter.  It is easy to jump into the New Year 
still filled with the possibilities of what 
our new year will hold. 
 
If Christmas is truly a state of mind, and of being filled with wonder, hope, 
and possibilities, it’s no surprise we are all eager to set New Year’s resolu-
tions and goals.   The trick is to keep it going throughout the year.   While 
the colder weather wears on our bodies and the shorter days play havoc 
with our minds, the Christmas magic starts to slide and so do the resolu-
tions.

I like to use a wish for my new year; One that can be defined with a word.  
I read someplace where we all have a word that describes us.  Except my 
word kept changing.  I decided I’d pick a word for myself for that year.  I 
started out with a wish for the year and used the word to remember my 
wish. 

Last year my wish was for the year to be filled with me being shown more 
respect, appreciation and love.  I knew I was respected and appreciated 
and loved, however, I didn’t feel it or remember seeing it the year before.   
My wish was to see and feel it. 

I used the word Love.  I am loved, lovable, respected and appreciated.  

Something amazing happened this year.  The more I used Love to remem-
ber my wish, the more I remember to show more love, appreciation and 
respect to others who are important to me.

In our wishes and prayers, there is always something we benefit from that 
isn’t necessarily the result we expected.  The greatest gift is to give; then, 
we receive.  

Granted there has been years where it didn’t seem that my wish mate-
rialized as I had envisioned.  It no doubt came in a different form.  There 
has been years, like last year, where I can see it did come true, and better 
than I hoped.

One year, I wished for more money.  My word was money and I repeated 
it often at the beginning of the year... And I got more money, but warn-
ing, be careful what you wish for.  My money came in the form of a lot of 
required overtime work.  I got to the end of the year and decided, I will 
definitely define my wish next time.

Whether your wish is for love, peace, prosperity, wellness, it’s a great way 
to set your focus and intention on what is important to you in the new 
year. 

Wish wisely. What is your New Year’s wish/word going to be?

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek to pro-
vide the people of this area with news and information 
about the current events and happenings in the catego-
ries of dining, entertainment, sports and the arts, while 
providing a venue for retail and commercial establish-
ments, as well as local artisans, non-profit and service 
organizations to present themselves to the public. We 
also strive to feature some of the rich history and cul-
ture this area is particularly known for. 

New Beginnings
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COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets

Seafood • Steak Fingers
Hand Battered Onion Rings

Livers • Breast Filets
Much, Much More

256-3953
105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Call In
Orders To Go

OPEN
Mon-Sat

10am-10pm
Sunday

10am-3pm

EVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken

Uncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, decor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, 
Lone Star feed, various seeds, 
dog, horse & cattle supplies, 
Bonnie Plants & Tops Plus dog 
food.

Caleb & Stacie Rivers, Owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats
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Cane River Film Festival 
Set for March 22-23
The Resurrection Fern Foundation is proud to announce the 1st annu-
al Cane River Film Festival, March 22-23, 2019 in Natchitoches, LA. The 
festival is produced by the Resurrection Fern Foundation, Inc, a non-prof-
it historic preservation created by Kelly Jackson, producer, director, and 
SAG-AFTRA actor who is a descendant of the historic, Louisiana creole, 
Metoyer family legacy.

Ms. Jackson moved from Los Angeles, CA to Louisiana for the research 
and development of a feature film she is prepared to produce, “Resurrec-
tion Fern”, about her Cane River creole family history. During this process, 
Kelly created the Cane River Film Festival to further educate and celebrate 
her heritage.

Independent filmmakers and film students can add to the spirit of Loui-
siana storytelling by submitting their film to the festival. For more infor-
mation and submission guidelines, please visit www.caneriverfilmfestival.
com.

Kelly Jackson
President/ Founder of the Resurrection Fern Foundation, Inc.

The Elephant Rope
Inspiration

As a man was passing the elephants, he suddenly stopped, confused by 
the fact that these huge creatures were being held by only a small rope 
tied to their front leg. No chains, no cages. It was obvious that the el-
ephants could, at anytime, break away from their bonds but for some 
reason, they did not.

He saw a trainer nearby and asked why these animals just stood there and 
made no attempt to get away. “Well,” trainer said, “when they are very 
young and much smaller we use the same size rope to tie them and, at 
that age, it’s enough to hold them. As they grow up, they are conditioned 
to believe they cannot break away. They believe the rope can still hold 
them, so they never try to break free.”

The man was amazed. These animals could at any time break free from 
their bonds but because they believed they couldn’t, they were stuck 
right where they were.

Like the elephants, how many of us go through life hanging onto a belief 
that we cannot do something, simply because we failed at it once before?

Failure is part of learning; we should never give up the struggle in life.

Being Successful in the 
New Year
By Jud Adams
Guest Columnist

Many people feel pressure to make New Year’s Resolutions. Some go on 
special diets, others give up certain habits that may be unhealthy. There 
is nothing wrong with wanting to improve yourself if there are attainable 
goals set. However, through my own experience, resolutions are usually 
unrealistic and last for only a few months.

Instead of a resolution this year, maybe pick one aspect of your life that 
you wish to be more successful, something simple. For 2018, I chose to 
acknowledge, take responsibility, and learn from my triumphs and fail-
ures. Since then, I have experienced successes in my personal and profes-
sional life. I am happier and more confident than I have been in years. I 
have even begun to learn from others’ mistakes. 

This year, I plan to stop comparing my successes with other people’s. This 
can only lead to disappointment and discouragement. Instead, I will mea-
sure my success based on the question, “Am I better off privately and/or 
professionally than I was last year?” How can I chase my own dreams if I 
am chasing my neighbors’?

I chose to be grateful for what I have and focus my time on those friends/
family who support and encourage my dreams. Surrounding myself with 
these people will accelerate my accomplishments.

Happy New Year to all. I hope we can all find our better selves in the new 
year.
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Outpatient Medical Center, Inc.
Providing Quality Healthcare To All

Natchitoches
1640 Breazeale Springs Rd.

Natchitoches, LA 71457
1-800-268-5872

Leesville
908 S. 10th St.

Leesville, LA 71446
1-800-308-7569

Tallulah
804 Beech St.
Tallulah, LA

1-800-308-7566

Keeping You
INFORMED & Healthy
Dear Parish Families,
 In an effort to better serve you in 2019, did you know Outpatient 
Medical Center, Inc.:

• Offers Urgent Care Services? It is more cost effective for you to 
seek Urgent Care Services in our health system than at the hos-
pital.

• Offers same day walkin services? While we prefer that our pa-
tients call to make an appointment, we realize and respect the 
fact that sometimes when you’re not feeling well, simply walking 
in to receive the compassionate services you deserve is easier 
than trying to make an appointment.

• Has expanded our service offering to include school-based ser-
vices? We encourage the staff and parents of students at L.P. 
Vaughn and Natchitoches Junior High School to utilize our L.P. 
Vaughn school-based health center for your primary care needs.

• Will soon commence offering substance abuse treatment ser-
vices across our health system to meet a growing parish family 
need for said services? Helps parish families qualify for Medic-
aid and other insurance coverage available on the healthcare ex-
change? To date our dedicated Outreach and Enrollment Services 
staff have helped thousands of parish families qualify for same.

• Will soon offer primary care services until 6pm and on Saturdays 
to better accommodate working families who find it hard to get 
to the doctor during the regular workday/work week? We under-
stand and are sensitive to the fact that cost-effective healthcare 
needs to be there for you when/where you can most easily ac-
cess it and so we’re expanding our hours of operation to beter 
meet your primary care needs.

• Continues to expand our Behavioral Health Services service line 
to meet a growing parish family need for said services?

• Is working hard to continually improve the sensitivity and pro-
fessionalism with which we care for you? At Outpatient Medi-
cal Center, Inc, we see, honor and respect you for the wonderful 
person that you are. You are not just another number. Daily, our 
Administration encourages, motivates and demands our dedicat-
ed employees to treat you, our valued patient, with the dignity, 
honor, respect and cultural sensitivity you deserve.

• Is seeing more community families bring their children back to 
our health system? We humbly thank you and want to see more 
of our parish families trust Outpatient Medical Center, Inc., for 
their childrens medical, dental and behavioral health services 
needs.

• We have written commitments for over $700,000 in new health 
center funding to increase colorectal screenings, increase pre-di-
abetes screenings, to issue free diabetic monitors and test strips 
to patients who qualify to receive same, to expand behavioral 
health services across our health system and to expand primary 
care services across our health system?

 For the first time in decades, our health system is stabilized and our 
clinical team is 90%+ staffed. Equally important, our health system is fi-
nancially strong and we are well-positioned for a strong 2019!!!!!!!
 The more the community uses your community health system, the 
more of our valued parish families we are priviliged to care for and the 

more parish families we can create jobs 
for (smile). And as I close, let me ask 
for your immediate support with this: 
Federal funding for Community Health 
Centers across this country is at risk. 
The very systems that at one point did 
not want to treat the uninsured and un-
der-insured are lobying hard to transfer 
federal funding currently going to sup-
port community health centers across 
this country into their health systems, 
which would result in thousands of com-
munity health centers closing across the 
country and thousands of community 
health center staff losing their jobs. 
May we never forget why the commu-
nity health center movement was born 
as part of our country’s social equality 
movement and as healthcare IS local/community, there remains a critical-
ly important reason for community health centers to remain viable. Did 
you know:

• There are numerous studies that suggest community health cen-
ters are one of our country’s most cost-effective means by which 
people can receive their primary care services?

• Federally Qualified Health Centers(FQHCs) now represent the larg-
est independent owned/operated primary care group in the conti-
nental United States?

• FQHCs now cumulatively provide integrated primary caare services 
for over 26 million people across the United States and growing?

• FQHCs provide compassionate integrated primary care services for 
anyone needing said services irrespective of their ability to pay?

• FQHCs have proven their ability to help lower our nation’s total 
healthcare expense outlay?’

• FQHCs are recognized and respected for being chronic disease 
care specialists?

• FQHCs have been on the front lines helping to keep communities 
across this country health and whole for over 50 years now?

• FQHCs help support the local community/state economic engine? 
Outpatient Medical Center Inc., pumps over $6.5 million dollars 
into the parishes where we have a health center (and growing). At 
the state level, the 35 FQHCs across our state pump almost a half 
billion dollars into our state’s economic engine.

• FQHCs help keep local communities strong by employing people 
from the local community? Our business model has been and for-
ever will remain - community taking care of community!

 I ask that you pick up the phone and let your legislative officials know 
you support your local FQHC and strongly urge them to continue feder-
al funding for this vital community health resource. Outpatient Medical 
Center, Inc., is your community health center and caring for your family 
IS what we do!!!!!!! Wishing your family and you continue blessings and 
good health in 2019. Be well, be informed, be healthy and in touch.
 

Carl I Walters, II
Chief Executive Officer

Outpatient Medical Center, Inc.

OMC is now accepting new patients and welcomes active duty, reserve, retired military,  
Veterans and their families. OMC is now offering flu shots.

Visit our website at www.outpatientmedical.org



The Village of Robeline recently completed several new additions in the Village Park. Mayor Bobby Behan and Council Members continue to bring 
enjoyment to the area youth by installing new playground equipment. Hundreds of children visit the park each year. The Village also host various holi-
day events throughout the year. The most recent event was Christmas in the Park which drew several hundred children and adults. The park is always 
open to the public for birthday parties, music events and much more.
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VILLAGE OF ROBELINE
“Progress in the Making”

Monthly Update

Two new wooden bridges were recently installed in the park for the convenience of those who utilize the walking track located at the park.

Several trees in the park are in full bloom during this time of the year. Village Officials strive to make the park an enjoyable place to visit. The public is 
always invited to utilize the park. For more info on the park please call 318-472-6121
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8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

RockinRockin
RobinRobin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE 
IN NATCHITOCHES

Retail space in downtown Natchitoches
1816 sq. ft. for rent at 780 Front St., Unit #10

St. Denis Condos

For more information contact

Ronald D. Brandon
318-471-5075

GQ Fashions
hours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm
Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

Adidas & Nike Cleats
Dress Shirts & Vests

Men’s & Boy’s Suits
“If we don’t have what you need - we can order it”

Aging Gracefully
By Patricia Mouton

An older couple goes into a restaurant, picking a booth to sit at. When the 
waitress approaches, she asks, “What y’all have?”

The wife answers, “Turkey sandwich on wheat with a side of sweet potato 
fries.” She looks across the table at her husband, who is holding the menu 
at full arms length.  

After a moment she asks him, “You want me to hold the menu over here 
for you?”  

He glares at her and replies, “No, I can see just fine.”   

To the waitress, he points to the item on the menu, “I’ll have this.”  

The waitress asks, “How would you like that?”

He says confidently, “On white bread.”

Confused, the waitress asks, “You want a 10oz Rib-eye on bread?”....
***************

I had 20/20 vision all my life. So, when the Optometrist told me I would 
need glasses, I held my smile in place while thinking, he’s crazy. There is 
no way.  I see just fine, thank you very much.    

Okay, so evidently my thoughts showed on my face. He took the gadget 
he was fiddling with, and asked me to follow him to the waiting room.   

Uh oh. This isn’t good. I took a deep breath, threw my shoulders back, and 
followed him out of the room. I made sure to grab my purse on the way 
out because you know; if he was walking me out the door, I was going to 
be ready.

He stops at the window overlooking the parking lot.  While, I’m checking 
out the cars in the lot, he points, and asks, “see that fence and those trees 
beyond?”

“Yep,” I said.  Like, duh. I know I didn’t need glasses.

Then, he places a mock-up of lens, adjusted to the strength I’d need over 
my eyes, “How is it now?”

“Wow,” I guess I do need glasses after all. Darn it.

I could see well without glasses, but the lens enhanced my vision by 
bringing the edges into focus. Aging gracefully doesn’t mean we have to 
fight the changes that come with aging. In truth, we start aging at birth. It 
is just that the 50-year-old body has more wear and tear on it than it did 
at 20. We need to embrace what science and technology has to offer and 
use them to enhance our lives. So, no matter what our age, we can live a 
full, active and happy life. Someone at 80 will look at a 50 year old and call 
them “still very young”. Yet, that same 50 year old may need to confront 
an age issue just as someone at 80.  

The “must do” is to keep a positive attitude and continue to adjust, so 
that we can live a full fruitful life, now and beyond. To use a favorite say-
ing, ‘We are not getting older, We are getting better’.

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items
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ADVERTISE! 318-471-6948   aroundthetownla@aol.com

DISTRIBUTED MONTHLY AT 160+ LOCATIONS
ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR!

10,000 FREE PRINT EDITION DISTRIBUTED EACH MONTH
FREE ONLINE EDITION UPLOADED ON THE FIRST OF EACH MONTH

BUSINESS REVIEW SIZE
4.5” W X 2” H

$60 FOR ONE MONTH
$40/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/8 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 4”H

$80 FOR ONE MONTH
$60/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/4 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 8”H

$180 FOR ONE MONTH
$150/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/2 PAGE SIZE
HORIZONTAL • 10”W X 8”H

VERTICAL • 5”W X 16”H 
$300 FOR ONE MONTH

$250/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

FULL PAGE SIZE
10“W X 16”H

$575 FOR ONE MONTH
$450/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

Natchitoches Parish - Sabine Parish - Vernon Parish



Volunteer Fire 
Fighters Needed
by Junior Johnson

Happy New Year to all my friends. I sincerely 
hope that you had a Blessed and Merry Christ-
mas with your families, and celebrated the 
Birth of our Lord and Savior as well.

I would like to present a different message this 
month.

I was honored and humbled to have been appointed by Parish President 
Rick Nowlin to the Board for Fire District No. 1  I appreciate the confi-
dence entrusted me and will work tirelessly to bring expected results.

One of our most pressing issues is to have our Sub-Stations in the Point 
Place and Melrose Communities properly manned and trained for Fire 
Protection.  We have necessary equipment to help save lives and prop-
erty at both locations, but not enough personnel to man them.

We are in dire need of service from men and women in these respective 
communities to volunteer their time and service for their community 
and neighbors.

Once your application is submitted and reviewed, if accepted you will 
receive excellent and professional training at no charge to you, that will 
not only provide your personal safety but the ability to save lives and 
property of your family and friends.

Nothing is more rewarding in my mind, is knowing that you have the 
ability to help your fellow man.

If you are interested in volunteering for this extremely important role in 
your community, you can contact Joey Jones.  He has been working tire-
lessly making sure equipment needs are up to standard in each commu-
nity; however, he needs help.  You can contact Joey at (318) 652-0716 
or (318) 521-0745.

You can also contact me at (318) 332-3318 if you have any questions or 
concerns.

Help us help you in making Fire District No. 1 strong again.  Not only will 
we be better prepared in the event of a Fire to save life and property, 
but we will also receive a better rating with the Louisiana Fire Marshall’s 
Office.  This will significantly reduce your Homeowners Insurance.  Even 
if you are not a homeowner and rent your residence, the price of pro-
tection is included in your rental agreement.

Best wishes to you all for a healthy and prosperous New Year, and 
please make the commitment to help us at Fire District No. 1 and your 
Community.
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Magnolia Lace Boutique

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

JANUARY SPECIAL
Unlimited Tanning - ONLY $20

Come Tan With Us
Best Tanning Bed Around

Upcoming Classes
For 14 Hours of Instruction

JANUARY 8
January 5

For 38 Hours of Instruction
JANUARY 21, 22, 27 & 28
January 12, 19, 21 & 26

Please call 
318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and 
to meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We have opened 
our new office and classroom at 317 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door 
to Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up 
for available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

Gerard “Jerry” Conklin, 
Owner
(318) 521-2969

CenLA VR Game Truck Rental
“Where the Party Comes to YOU!!”

virtualrealitygametruck.com

Happy New Year!!

We are Grateful for your buisness!

May the Year of 2019 bring for 
you

Happiness, Success and filled 
with Peace, Hope and

Togetherness of Family & 
Friends.Wishing you a

Happy New Year

from
Richard Jacoby

Insurance
318-652-0090



school by teaching occupational and life skills training with support to 
overcome social barriers. The program will utilize our food service busi-
ness, Legacy Café, as a hands-on training environment.

The Ben D. Johnson Educational Center is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion located in Natchitoches, Louisiana and founded in honor of the late 
Ben D. Johnson whose holdings represented one of the largest minori-
ty-owned enterprises in the state.  More importantly though was Mr. 
Johnson’s legacy of a lifelong commitment to community.  The Ben John-
son Educational Center will utilize a social enterprise structure to serve 
the community with a Youth Workforce Development Program, Legacy 
Café, Teaching Farm & Green Market and a Shared Community Kitchen/
Business Incubator.

Claire Prymus, founder and Board Chair, “we are grateful for the financial 
support to address this critical community need.” The mission of Ben D. 
Johnson Educational Center is to build community in Natchitoches and 
give access to social and economic success for all of its residents.

Ben D. Johnson
Educational Center
Receives Grant from IP

Ben D. Johnson Educational Cen-
ter (BDJ Center) has been award-
ed $15,200 in grant funds from 
International Paper Red River Mill.  
The grant to the BDJ Center will 
be used towards the Legacy Youth 

Workforce Development program. The program will begin March 2019 
and will serve young people ages 16-24 who are out of work and out of 
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Natchitoches Parish

Victoria Lemane- Mill Communica-
tions Manager, Dallas Russell- Exec-
utive Director BDJ Center and Mike 
Carroll-Mill Manager.

A Letter From the
President: Hello Chamber 
Members! 
I am thrilled to be writing you to-
day as your new Chamber Presi-
dent! For me, it has only been a 
few weeks on the job, but we in 
the Chamber office are working 
diligently to revitalize our Chamber 
and start the new year off fresh. We are revamping our membership pack-
ages and adding innovative new ways to add value for our members. We 
are developing exciting new programs, events, and Chamber initiatives 
that will increase business for our members and positively impact our 
beloved community. We are planning a jam-packed Board retreat to em-
power our energetic new Board of Directors to affect change in our busi-
ness community. I think you’ll be pleased to hear what’s in store for you, 
our valuable members, at our 2019 Chamber Awards Banquet, where we 
will celebrate our 100th anniversary as the Natchitoches Area Chamber 
of Commerce.

I look forward to meeting each of you! In the meantime, please do not 
hesitate to reach out if I can help in any way.

In Good Business,
Laura Lyles

Natchitoches Boys & Girls 
Club Closing January 1, 
2019
It was announced on December 14, 
2018 by Peggy Braxton, Chief Volun-
teer Officer of the Boys & Girls Club of 
El Camino Real, that after 29 years of 
service to youth, the Boys & Girls Club 
will close their doors effective January 
1, 2019. Braxton stated that the organi-
zation was closing due to growing costs of running an organization.

Braxton stated that thousands of children have participated in the Boys & 
Girls Club since its inception in 1989 and have benefited from programs 
such as homework help classes, field trips, drug prevention classes, char-
acter development and more. Braxton also expressed deepest appreciation 
to all , but especially to Calvin Braxton and Natchitoches Ford, Alliance 
Compressors, City of Natchitoches, Roy O’Martin, NSU, Coach McCon-
athy, Natchitoches Parish Sheriff ’s Office, Cane River Charities, Cane River 
Meat Pie Festival and many, many more donors and volunteers that have 
helped the organization throughout the years.

Peggy stated that she hopes that the future holds an opportunity for a Boys 
& Girls Club to be re-established in Natchitoches as the children and fam-
ilies certainly deserve the opportunities a Boys & Girls Club program can 
provide.

Louisiana District
Attorneys Association 
Meets in Natchitoches
District attorneys from throughout Louisi-
ana convened in Natchitoches Nov. 28 for 
the Louisiana District Attorney’s Association 
monthly meeting. Natchitoches Parish Dis-
trict Attorney Billy Joe Harrington hosted 
the meeting to “show my fellow DA’s our 
beautiful city during this special time of the 
year.” Echoing the sentiments in welcoming 
the district attorneys included remarks from 
Sheriff Victor Jones, Parish President Rick Nowlin, Senator Gerald Long, 
and Reps. Kenny Cox and Terry Brown.

LDAA Executive Director Pete Adams and incoming Executive Director 
Loren Lampert conducted the business meeting to discuss issues relating 
the administration of criminal justice and law enforcement in Louisiana. 
“We had numerous district attorneys drive in from across Louisiana to 
be here today to see this beautiful community and to attend our meet-
ing. We discussed upcoming legislative topics and how they will affect 
our offices’ programs and other criminal justice agencies,” said Adams.

Lampert, who will replace Adams as executive director in 2019, said 
“members were delighted to come to Natchitoches to see the Christmas 
lights and enjoy the warm hospitality provided.” “I wish to thank North-
western State University for hosting us today. We had a great opportu-
nity to showcase our university and our parish to the district attorneys,” 
said District Attorney Harrington.

The Louisiana District Attorneys Association is organized by the 42 
district attorneys in Louisiana whose mission is “to improve Louisiana’s 
justice system enhancing the effectiveness and professionalism of Lou-
isiana’s district attorneys and their staffs through education, legislative 
involvement, liaison, and information sharing.” In addition to their main 
role of prosecuting criminal cases, district attorneys also focus on victim 
services, children’s advocacy, highway safety, juvenile justice, and child 
support enforcement.

The Natchitoches Parish District Attorney’s Office is located at the parish 
courthouse on 2nd floor. Citizens are encouraged to contact the office at 
318-357-2214 if they are in need of services.
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552

S
H
O
P

L
O
C
A
L
L
Y

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

moN-sat • 81m-10Pm
suN • 8am-2Pm

terrY & Pam tedder

oWNers (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER

LeChic Salon/Barber
99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA

318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by rick Zelle

from tHe World’s most beautiful
and expensive Woods

604 keyser avenue
natcHitocHes, la 71457 318-354-7772

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 

3285 Old Sabine Town Rd., Hemphill, TX 75948 

Dine-In & Catering Available 
Charles & Barbara Weaver (Owners) 

Larry Weaver (Manager) 

Make a Difference

Adopt a Pet

Spay and Neuter

AUTO GLASS REPLACEMENT & REPAIR

P & J Embroidery & Monogramming

604 Keyser Ave., Natchitoches, LA

(318) 354-7772

GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948
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THE CAJUN COOK

Redneck Logic
 by Bo Walker

“I have a friend that owns a home that 
is mobile and also cars in his yard that 
are not.  He is a content man”
Happy New Year to all from Bo Walker

Logo by: Junior Johnson

11/23/2018 Free Printable Sudoku Puzzles, Medium #1

https://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/printable-sudoku-puzzles-medium-1b.html 1/1

   

 

    

 
Copyright © 2018 Memory-Improvement-Tips.com

 

Sudoku Fun

Crossword

RESTAURANT STYLE CHILI WITH BEANS

INGREDIENTS 
2 pounds ground beef 
1 29-ounce can tomato sauce 
1 29-ounce can kidney beans w/ liquid 
1 29-ounce can pinto beans w/ liquid 
1 medium onion, diced 
2 green chiles, diced 
1 rib celery, diced 

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Brown the beef and drain the fat off.
 
2. Crumble the cooked beef into pea size pieces.
 
3. In a large pot, combine the beef with the re-
maining ingredients and bring to a simmer over
low heat.
 
4. Cook, stirring every 15 minutes, for 2-3 hours.

3 medium tomatoes, chopped 
2 teaspoons cumin powder 
3 tablespoons chili powder 
1 1/2 teaspoons black pepper 
2 tespoons salt 
2 cups water

Word Search

Frigate  Bardge  Galleon Aircraft Carrier
Battleship Houseboat Canoe  Longboat
Catamaran MineSweeper Clipper  Oil Tanker
Cutter  Paddleboat Destroyer Schooner
Ferryboat Submarine Freighter Yacht
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Consignment
New and Pre-Owned 

Furniture
Antique • Collectibles

Dining Tables
Bedroom Furniture

Home Decor
(12 months same as cash, with approved credit)

Shipping available on certain items.

STORE HOURS
10 to 6 Weekdays
10 to 4 Saturday
Closed Sunday

NAME BRANDS
Ashley, Drexel,
Thomasville &

Freedom

129 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

(Next to Taco Bell)

318-238-4600
Online Shopping at 

www.hometownconsignment.com

Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear
650 San Antonio Ave.     318-431-1503     Downtown Many 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

#awesomecrawfish
318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials

 

Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp

Sat Jan. 5 - Buster Jordan Project

Sat Jan. 12 - Uptown Jazz

Sat Jan. 19 - The Turn-Ups

Sat Jan. 26 - Clifton Swamp Band
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2018 Robeline Christmas in the Park Highlights
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PLUmBing, LLc
o’Bannon

gLen o’Bannon, owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

Caddo Street  Zwolle LA  71486

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

328 St. Denis Street
Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 357-1129

Near North Toledo Bend State Park
Interior land tracts starting at 0.737 
acres +/- and up. $14,999 per tract  
Mobile homes and RV’s allowed with 
light restrictions

Listing Agent/Broker
Ronald D. Brandon

Racial Segregation in 
Natchitoches Churches: 
Black History Today
 
by  Edwin Crayton

There is a reason that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
said, “It’s appalling that the most segregated 
hour in Christian America is 11 AM on Sunday 
morning.” I believe most of us know what that 
reason is: across our nation, many churches are 
still segregated along racial lines and it isn’t just 
the fault of one racial group. While traditionally 
whites have resisted integration, historically African Americans and other 
racial groups are also guilty of racial prejudice in churches. And it’s still an 
issue. When you think about it, segregation in Christian Churches is ironic 
because Jesus was inclusive and God made it clear that his house would 
be “a house of prayer for all nations.” (Isaiah 56:7).  The second reason it 
doesn’t make sense is that the Civil Rights Movement itself actually began 
in the church and was led by ministers primarily. So why in the 21st Cen-
tury is this still an issue?

Why in fact do we still have so called “white” churches and “black” church-
es, or Hispanic or Asian churches? And truthfully, often when we say that 
we mostly mean churches where those races predominate. It’s not just 
demographics it’s a result of prejudice. Flip back to the 18 Century and 
you’ll find that at one time blacks and whites did go to church together in 
the North. However, blacks began to complain that they were discriminat-
ed against in these institutions and not treated as equals. That led a group 
of ministers led by Richard Allen to found the AME Church (African Meth-
odist Episcopal). In 1794 in Philadelphia, it became the first independent 
black denomination and really the first national “black church” and really 
since then, unfortunately, churches have formed along racial lines. 

In the Jim Crow Era from the 1900s to the 1950s, segregation became of-
ficial in Natchitoches and the rest of the South and unofficially it was also 
practiced up North. This reached into every area of American life includ-
ing the church. It was not until the 1960s that racial integration became 
possible in Southern churches. But to be honest, it has never become 
the norm on either the white side or black side of the railroad tracks that 
separate Americans.  One Sunday morning a few years ago, I was visit-
ing a predominately black church here in Natchitoches. I was shocked to 
hear the pastor say from the pulpit, “White is a curse.” He meant white 
people because he said it after commenting on someone’s criticism of 
Barak Obama. The pastor even misquoted the Bible to make his point. 
On the other hand, I myself have been refused an opportunity to speak 
at a “white” Natchitoches church because a deacon at the church told me 
personally that the speaker needed to be “white”.  Prejudice shows up in 
who is hired as pastor and who is not. In Natchitoches, among mainline 
denomination churches I could find no African American pastors currently 
leading white congregations. (Yes, I know First United Methodist Church 
once briefly had a black pastor, but that was radically different from the 
norm. He has moved on.) Nor could I find whites leading traditionally 
black churches, although some white churches do have black members. 
Basic bottom line is whites tend to go to “white” churches where white 
pastors lead and blacks tend to go to “black” churches where the leader-
ship is black. One race leadership assures lack of diversity will continue.
    Time to ask that familiar question: What would Jesus do? Well, let’s just 
be clear that none of this racial division sounds like the Bible at all. Scrip-
ture teaches that heaven will be integrated---but um, so will hell. Jesus, 
who was a Jew, ignored the prejudice between Jews and Samaritans to 
witness to a Samaritan woman (John chapter 4). The Great Commission 
of Matthew 28:19-20 tells believers to go “to all the world” and spread 
the gospel. Clearly that means Christianity is a multicultural faith. And the 
saving verse of Christians-- John 3:16 makes it clear that God loves “the 
world” meaning all races of people. The verse also makes clear “whosoev-
er” believes in Jesus will be saved. That means any race of people. So the 
race problem is not with Christ. He does not approve of this segregated 
church world we see nationally and locally.  It is our doing. 

What can we do? Actually, there are churches that are doing this better 
than the general field. Some are building inclusive congregations. From 
my experience here are some that deserve a thumbs up: Freedom Life

(Continued on Page 27)

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR

From Natchitoches 
City Marshal

Randy Willams
and Staff

May the Spirit of 2019 fill your 
heart with Love,

Peace and
Serenity. Wishing you many wish-

es for the New Year!
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We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

More to Expect

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

Southern Belle
HAIR SALON

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318) 352-8650
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

Racial Segregation in 
Natchitoches Churches: 
Black History Today
(Continued from Page 26)

Church has a strong outreach to black children in the Eastside who they 
bring to church in their church bus. First Baptist Second Street also has a 
good reputation among young African American children and their Chil-
dren’s and Youth Departments with leaders like Mike McGrath, Tim and 
Melody Murchison, Shay Boyd and that whole Sunday School department 
are inclusive and integrated. Trinity Baptist is also welcoming, as is West-
side Baptist. The River Community Church is also strong in inclusiveness. 
Among so called local “black churches” I have recognized Rock Island Bap-
tist and its leaders have shown openness to all. There are more I am sure 
but these type of churches are unfortunately the exception, not the rule. 
We are not there yet. But what these inclusive churches are doing is being 
intentional about being inclusive. Really they are just being true to God’s 
Word and acting like Christians. And when you want people to come to 
your church, they do. 

Why does this matter? While it is true that people can learn about God 
just as well in a one-race church, we are called to be a prayer house for 
all nations. But there is something more important to consider. The Bi-
ble makes it clear that prejudiced people will not get into heaven.  Mark 
11:25-26 says that if we don’t forgive others we ourselves will not be for-
given. 1 John 4:19-20 says, “if anyone says, /’I love God’, yet hates his 
brother, he is a liar. For the person who does not love his brother whom 
he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.”

What I am saying is Scripture shows that hating someone keeps the hater 
out of heaven. So letting go of racist feelings benefits us, not just those 
we have those feelings toward. This is a challenge for minority churches 
as well as white ones. Flip back through history to the mid-1960s and you 
will hear the voice of Dr. King warning angry, militant young blacks that 
“black supremacy is as dangerous as white supremacy.”

What can we do to integrate Natchitoches Churches? 1) First stop defend-
ing the status quo or the way things are. Admit there is a problem when 
you expect the pastor, deacons and leadership of your church to be your 
color and somehow it always turns out that way. 2)Submit to the biblical 
vision of what the church should be. It’s not Pastor John Doe’s Church, it’s 
God’s church if it is a church at all. 3) Look at who serves and who is hired 
to lead and who is picked to be on deacon boards and church leadership. 
Is there diversity? 4) Invite people to church regardless of their race. No 
they would not be more comfortable around people their color. God sent 
them to you for a reason. They will be more comfortable around true 
believers who love them regardless of color or ethnic origin. I know that 
because I often ask African American children what church they want to 
attend and although many pick “black churches, many others pick pre-
dominately white churches---because someone there showed them love 
and kindness. I believe that is true when we are talking about any true 
church of Jesus regardless of color, true churches love people. 4) Pray 
and ask God to help us build churches that are pleasing to him, instead 
of churches that cater to our preferences. 5) Listen to our children. The 
Millennials and the kids even younger are less prejudiced on racial issues. 
It will be their inclusive spirit that will help us integrate at the levels God 
expects. These little children are leading us, hopefully to get to where we 
will begin inviting people to church regardless of their race, not because 
of it.

See you in church maybe?

Black History Trivia for Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday: History’s most 
famous nonviolent leader once owned a gun, but got rid of it early in the 
Civil Rights Movement when he realized it was inconsistent with his faith 
and message.  Learn more about Dr. King’s life at http://www.thekingcen-
ter.org
 
Happy Martin Luther King Jr. Day! Celebrate his birthday by absorbing his 
Christian faith at a local church.
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Vernon Parish
Local Students Attend 
VPPJ Meeting
The Leesville Junior High School Student Council at-
tended the Vernon Parish Police Jury on December 17, 
2018  with their sponsor Kenny Haymon and school 
counselor Nancy Blalock. The goal was to watch city 
government in action. Following the meeting the stu-
dents were headed to Woodlands Nursing Home to 
share gifts, and members of the danceline would perform.

During the meeting:

Jurors voted to abandon Child Holt Road, District 12, Ward 1 beginning at 
Kurthwood Road in it’s entirety.

They adopted a resolution accepting the Cooperative Endeavor Agree-
ment between the Louisiana Department of Veteran’s Affairs and the Jury 
for the Veteran’s Service Office.

The Road and Maintenance Committee approved routine maintenance 
for the Villages of Simpson and Anacoco, maintaining 5 bus turnarounds 
requested by the Vernon Parish School Board, a load of dirt each for Ana-
coco High School for use on their softball field and Pickering high school 
for their baseball field and one load of sand for the Rosepine Elementary 
School playground.

Rusty Bails and T.B. Porter of the 
Vernon Parish Cattlemen Associ-
ation address the Vernon Parish 
School Board at a recent meeting 
regarding Youth Agriculture Day

VPCA Youth Agriculture 
Day Presentation Given to 
VPSB
Vernon Parish Cattlemen Association Secretary Rusty Bails addressed the 
Vernon Parish School Board Dec. 11 during a regular meeting to give a 
presentation on its Youth Agriculture Day event that took place in Octo-
ber.
 
The VPCA has been working with VPSB since 2016 to put on its Youth Ag-
riculture Day for juniors and seniors attending Vernon Parish high schools. 
This year, 120 students participated. 

“There are almost 330 million people in this country and of that number, 
one percent or 3.3 million people are directly involved in the agriculture 
industry -- ranchers and farmers. Fourteen percent are involved in the 
production side of it that gets it from the farm to your table,” Bails said. 
“Eighty-five percent or 280 million people have no clue how the food gets 
to the table. Our purpose and mission is education.” 

Youth Agriculture Day serves to give Vernon Parish students this knowl-
edge. The event consists of students arriving at Porter & Sons Ranch for 
a day of instruction. They learn about farm safety from a Farm Bureau 
Safety Instructor, and animal health from a local veterinarian. 

Additionally, the Louisiana Ag Center teaches a class on Beef Quality As-
surance, McNeese State University provides information on agriculture 
careers, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service and Farm Ser-
vices Agency gives the students information of farm programs, pasture 
management and youth loans. 

A pasture tour is then provided by Porter & Sons Ranch, and before leav-
ing, students have the opportunity to ask more questions. 

“The average rancher right now is about 60 years old and the average 
farmer is in his or her late 50s,” Bails said. “We have to have a bridge that 
can close the gap and bring youth on in to the industry.” 

Bails said he hopes the partnership with Vernon Parish continues to grow 
each year when the event takes place the first Wednesday in October. He 
said the goal is to have 200 students participate.

“I can’t thank you all enough for this partnership. It’s been good,” Bails 
said to the VPSB members. “We appreciate your support.”

Bails also took the time to notify the board of six $500 scholarship op-
portunities through VPCA for Vernon Parish students, some specifically 
for those pursuing careers in agriculture and others for different higher 
education paths. 

“Wherever we can find to use our money to do good, that what we’re 
going to do,” Bails said.

VPSB Superintendent James Williams expressed his gratitude to the VPCA.
“At the fair, the kids were talking about what they had seen and learned at 
Ag Day,” Williams said. “We appreciate that. Not everybody does this type 
of event. We want to work together to keep that going.”

Leesville City Council 
Adopts New Ordinances
The final City of Leesville council 
meeting of 2018 ended with three 
new ordinances being adopted and 
five resolutions. The council also 
said that an oral announcement 
will be made at the next regular 
meeting regarding the Ad Valorem 
Taxes.

Ordinances that were approved and adopted are:

Ordinance 10 of 2018 - which amended the City of Leesville Chapter 74, 
Article 1, Subdivision IX, C-4 Highway Commercial District.

Ordinance 11 of 2018 - which amended the City of Leesville Chapter 74, 
Article 1, Division 2, Subdivisions: C-2, C-3, C-4, M-2 and M-3.

Ordinance 12 of 2018 - which established curfew hours for all public parks 
owned, operated or in the control of the City of Leesville.

Resolutions that were approved by the council include the following:

Resolution 96 of 2018 - approving the Notice to Proceed with Phase 2 of 
Project No. B6-17045-DB.

Resolution 97 of 2018 - approving the application for a Class “A” On Prem-
ise Consumption retail alcoholic beverage permit for Froggy Bottom Bar 
located at 2210 University Parkway, Leesville.

Resolution 98 of 2018 - approving a company for participation in the In-
dustrial Tax Exemption Program within the city.

Resolution 99 of 2018 - authorizing the City of Leesville to enter into an 
Engineering Services Agreement with Pan American Engineers to imple-
ment the Runway Turnabout Project.

Resolution 100 of 2018 - approving changes made in Change Order No. 2 
for 17-18 Street Rehabilitation Project No. B6-17045-DA.

The next regular meeting will be held Monday January 14, 2019 at 3PM.
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Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners

Lee Lee’s

Children’s
Boutique

Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA

Really Listening to Others 
by Herbert de Launay

Do we really listen to others? If another per-
son is talking, can I give them my undivided 
attention? Listening to others is not as easy 
as it sounds.

We live in a distracted age. It is hard to pay 
attention to one thing or to another person. 
Do I look at the other person when they are 
speaking? Or, am I looking around at other 
things?

Cellphones can be a problem. Am I with another person but talking on the 
phone? Am I checking my email while another person is talking?

Active listening has been described as a process of really focusing on what 
another person is saying. I can repeat what they say in other words to see 
if I have heard what they meant to say.

Sometimes, when another person is talking, I am not really listening. In-
stead, I am thinking of what I want to say when they finish what they are 
saying.

To really listen to another person, I need to quiet my own thoughts. If I am 
too self-centered, it is hard to really listen to another person.

When listening to another person, I may need to put aside my emotions 
or feelings about what they are saying. I need to try to understand their 
feelings about it.

If parents are with a child, are they present to the child and focusing on 
the child? Or, are they checking their messages? How sad it is when the 
people around us are not our main focus.

The ability to really listen has been described as a spiritual gift and a sign 
of spiritual growth. Love of neighbor can be expressed by giving them our 
undivided attention while they are speaking with us. We look at them 
with attention and loving concern when they are speaking.

Learning to listen takes practice. It takes effort to focus on someone else. 
It may require us to overcome our concern or focus on ourselves.

For more information, we can look up “active listening skills.” Wikipedia 
has an article on “Active listening.” There are also books and YouTube vid-
eos on improving our listening skills.

Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME
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At this New Year, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who have made our progress possible. It is in this spirit 
that we say...”Thank You and Best Wishes for a Happy 2019.”
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST

NAFA Support NSU
Scholarship 

Representatives from the Natchitoches Association of Financial Advisors 
presented a donation of $10,000 to the Northwestern State University 
Foundation, a contribution to support an endowed scholarship estab-
lished by the NAFA.

David Haymon of Leesville, Buddy Wood of Many and Nettles Brown of 
Natchitoches met with NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio and Director of 
Development Jill Bankston, CFRE, to explain why the group chose not to 
establish scholarship criteria.

“We have a scholarship that has no restrictions. It’s usually the last one 
that’s given,” Brown said. “We are about helping kids. There are no re-
strictions except for financial need.”

“We are making a difference in this region,” Maggio said. An unrestricted 
scholarship may benefit not only a traditional student but could lend sup-
port to a student who is a working parent, someone who needs to return 
to the workforce, students from rural areas and those who are first-gen-
eration students. “We are changing a lot of folks’ lives.”

Brown suggested that if all NSU alumni contribute just $100 annually the 
impact on student support could be tremendous.

“Students love being here,” Bankston said. “The pride on the Northwest-
ern State campus is tremendous right now. Unrestricted scholarships help 
students who need a hand with books or other expenses to stay in school 
and complete their degrees.”

For information on giving to the NSU Foundation, visit northwesternalum-
ni.com or contact Bankston at bankstonj@nsula.edu or at (318) 357-4241.

The Natchitoches Association of Financial Advisors contributed to a schol-
arship the group established that is awarded based on financial need. 
From left are NSU Director of Development Jill Bankston, Nettles Brown, 
NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio, David Haymon and Buddy Wood.

 “I’m just grateful to NSU for the opportunity I had to study and become 
a teacher,” she said. “Teachers have a responsibility to not only provide 
instruction in the curriculum they also have to create a loving and happy 
learning environment.” 

Dr. Kimberly McAlister, dean of NSU’s Gallaspy College of Education and 
Human Development said the Hildebrand’s generosity will help students 
with a desire to work with Louisiana’s children.

“Julia Hildebrand has faithfully served the children of Louisiana in a vari-
ety of capacities including teacher, supervisor, director of curriculum and 
instruction, school board member and state grant evaluator. This schol-
arship will continue her impact on the education of children,“ McAlister 
said. “Certified teachers are critically needed in Louisiana as the number 
of teachers entering the workforce does not meet the demand of school 
districts.

“Hildebrand was a kindergarten and elementary classroom teacher and 
supervisor of elementary instruction and director of curriculum and in-
struction in Natchitoches Parish before her retirement in 1994. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary education at Northwestern 
State in 1962, a master’s in elementary education in 1967 and completed 
an Ed.S. in elementary education in 1972. During her career, she served 
as an evaluator of student teachers, a trainer for the Louisiana Teacher 
Assessment program and was a BESE program evaluator. She has held 
offices in several professional organizations and is past president of the 
Natchitoches Parish School Board where she served as chairman of the 
education and personnel committees. In 2014, she was inducted into 
NSU’s Hall of Distinguished Educators.

Fall 2018 Top Grads - 
Afternoon Commencement

Northwestern State University recognized top graduates in general stud-
ies along with those receiving degrees from College of Nursing and Al-
lied Health and the College of Business and Technology during afternoon 
commencement exercises Friday, Dec. 14. Top graduates were Victoria 
Miller of Carrollton, Texas; Madelyn Bryan of West Monroe, commence-
ment speaker and NSU alumnus State Senator and Senate President Pro 
Tempore Gerald Long, NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio, Brianne Ashley of 
Deville and Emily Jackson of Leesville.

Hildebrands Create
Education Scholarship

As an educator whose career spanned several decades and included work 
on the state and local level, Julia Hildebrand felt a desire to support as-
piring teachers who have a passion for children. She and her husband 
recently established the Julia Hildebrand Education Endowed Scholarship 
for education majors through a donation to the Northwestern State Uni-
versity Foundation that will support students who are passionate about 
teaching. Recipients must maintain a minimum 2.5 grade point average.

Tynes and Julia Hildebrand established the Julia Hildebrand Education En-
dowed Scholarship through a donation to the NSU Foundation. From left 
are Dr. Kimberly McAlister, dean of NSU’s Gallaspy College of Education 
and Human Development, Tynes and Julia Hildebrand and NSU Develop-
ment Officer Kimberly Gallow.

NSU Awards Posthumous 
Degree to Vet Tech Student

Northwestern State University conferred a posthumous Associate Degree 
in Veterinary Technology to Elizabeth Monaghan, a student from Lafay-
ette who died in October. Accepting the degree from NSU President Dr. 
Chris Maggio were her mother Crystal Everett, her brothers Collin and 
Joshua and her grandfather Jack Horn.  Monaghan was an honor student 
and participated in NSU choir.



NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
If the All New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram can’t get you into a vehicle, you 

just can’t buy one! Experience is everything when getting a deal approved

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!

Come See Our Huge Selection of Pre-Owned Inventory

“With These Prices, Stay In Town, No Need To Drive Anywhere!”
“Special Finance Rebates Included In All Pricing”

Our Service is Second to None. 
Come check out our NEW Service Dept. !

COME SEE US TODAY

SAVE

THOUSANDS

2018 Chrysler 300 Ltd.
Leather Seats - 20” Chrome 

Wheels - 8.4” Touch Screen - 
LOADED

Now only - $24,995
Savings of $7890

   WOW
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INVENTORY LEVELS AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY
WE NEED THE ROOM

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED
NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY!

xMSRP

$32,885 xMSRP

$24,995 x

xx

2019 Jeep Cherokee Latitude Plus
Stock # J9048
$6500 OFF

Now only - $19,995

MSRP

$26,495

MAKE A REASONABLE OFFER!
2018 Ram 1500 Crew Cab
Big Horn Truck - LOADED
BRAND NEW - MUST GO!

Stock # R8020
Now - $12,000 OFF

MSRP

$45,370

2018 Dodge Journey SE
Includes 3rd Row Seating

BRAND NEW
Stock # D8083

Now only - $17,995

   WOW
MSRP

$38,190

2019 Crew Cab Big Horn Trucks
Stock # R9037

READY FOR THIS??
$11,000 OFF

SAVE
THOUSANDS


