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Joy Impact Counseling 
Services, LLC - 
“Impacting Lives To Have 
A Future Full Of Joy”
Joy Impact Counseling Services, LLC is a li-
censed Behavior Health Service provider 
and CARF accredited. This organization has 
been in business for 3 years. It was start-
ed by Rhonda Gibson Stewart a native of 
Natchitoches AKA (Cookie) and her hus-
band AKA Bishop Kelvin Stewart This busi-
ness is supported by the communities and surrounding areas in Natchi-
toches and Jonesboro. We started this journey because we saw a need 
for people with mental and behavior health challenges.  We believed that 
we could make an impact in their lives.  And we have been doing just that 
with youth and adults ages 6-99 years old to bring assistance and support 
to help families have a balanced everyday life. Our staff include a Medi-
cal Director/ Clinical Psychologist, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Master 
Level Mental Health Professional, Bachelors level Mental Health Special-
ist, Admission Coordinator, Receptionist, Compliance officer and Quality 
Assurance officer. Joy Impact Counseling  staff believe that individuals can 
recover through quality treatment designed to help build an individual’s 
sense of self-empowerment, develop and maintain supportive family and 
community relationships, and implement useful behavior skills that assist 
with improvement within society.

Joy Impact Counseling Services Mission is committed to helping individ-
uals sustain effective mental health stability. We are also dedicated to 
empower youth and young adults to make informed and positive daily life 
choices, to take responsibility for self-care, and to achieve optimal levels 
of wellness in order to reach their full potential.

It is likely that each of us have known someone with a mental health or 
behavioral challenge. Mental health disorders do not discriminate based 
on age, race, gender, ethnicity, occupation, religion or economic back-
ground. (Continued on Page 5)

Friends of the Library
Annual Book Sale Nears
Readers looking for a cheap way to fill out their 
reading lists will be happy to hear that the annual 
Friends of the Natchitoches Parish Library (FON-
PL) Book Sale will be back in just a few weeks! 
Visitors can expect to find thousands of books 
for sale, including children’s books, adult fiction, 
cookbooks, and books about travel, religion, busi-
ness, arts and crafts, music and more. The Book Sale is the FONPL’s most 
important fundraiser of the year, and proceeds will help to provide many 
cultural, educational, and entertaining programs to benefit the communi-
ty throughout the year at the Natchitoches Parish Library (NPL).

The FONPL Book Sale will take place at the Natchitoches Arts Center, 716 
Second St. The sale will run Thursday and Friday, March 14 and 15, from 
11 AM to 6PM, and Saturday, March 16, from 9 AM to 2PM.

The FONPL is a 501(c)(3) organization that works to support and enrich 
the capabilities, resources, and services of the NPL through fundraising 
and advocacy efforts that benefit the community. The FONPL is dedicat-
ed to enhancing the programs and resources of the NPL’s library branch-
es. Funds raised by the FONPL are used to meet library needs not met 
through the traditional Natchitoches Parish Library budget. Funding sup-
port includes, but is not limited to, the purchase of special equipment and 
sponsorship of special, thematic library programs.

So if you are looking for a cheap way to travel to space, a foreign country, 
or even through time, visit the FONPL annual book sale and pick up great 
books at an even better price, and all for a good cause! Last year’s book 
sale was a great success, and more importantly, thousands of books made 
it into the hands of community members. (continued on page 3)
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Church Gathering Hill
by Rickey Robertson
    
Located in Sabine, Natchitoches, and Ver-
non Parishes is the large military training area 
known as Peason Ridge. This land has great his-
torical value and has many stories of the people 
who settled and homesteaded there. Beginning 
in 1818 the settlers including some of my an-
cestors and other hardy folks began settling this 
area. Some of these settlers had French  or even 
Spanish Land Grants, but many had begun their 
westward migration but found this wonderful 
area to farm and raise livestock on so they stayed and out of this wilder-
ness hacked out large farms in this untamed area. When the first settlers 
arrived there were deer, bear, buffalo, and other food sources available, 
along with many wonderful springs for water and creeks filled with fish.  
And when these settlers began farming and raising livestock, there were 
Indians from the Caddo, Adais, Hasinail, Ais, Natchitoches, and Petticaddo 
tribes living throughout the area. Eagle Hill, located here, is known as one 
of the largest Native American  sites in western Louisiana and was at one 
time known as the second highest point in the state of Louisiana.

Throughout the years these settlers carved out farms, yet they had to fight 
for them. These folks fought the outlaws of the Sabine Free State Area, 
and during the Civil War, they fought off robbers comprised of carpetbag-
gers, jayhawkers, and renegade Yankees. Many of our old stories tell of 
our ancestors fighting back to keep their farms, burying their dead, and 
continuing with their way of life. And yes, they killed off these intruders. 
Makes you wonder how many unmarked graves are in these sand hills!

These settlers comprised many homesteader families and a large number 
of known sharecropper families. They were self- supporting, with large 
areas of crops, and vast herds of cattle and livestock.  There were 16 sec-
tions of land set aside just for grazing purposes. If a “squatter” tried to 
settle in this area, the men would ride over and advise them there was no 
settling there, and if they did not take a hint, they looked at the barrel of 
a Winchester. They were very protective of their lands and their special 
way of life. But they also were very appreciative and thankful most of all 
to God for all their provisions and for the blessings he bestowed upon 
them. But there were no churches or church buildings in which to gather 
for worship services. It would be many many years before Kisatchie Bap-
tist Church would be organized in 1868, Prewitt’s Chapel Baptist Chruch in 
1869, Cold Springs Baptist Church and School in 1889, Pine Grove Baptist 
in the Peason Community in 1894, and Oak Grove Baptist Church formed 
many years later than these churches. But these people were God fear-
ing and yes, there was a way to gather and worship and these settlers 
found the ideal place to worship from time to time. To those of us who are 
members of the  Heritage Families of Peason Ridge we often were told of 
“Church Gathering Hill”.
  
Located near Odum Creek near the present day parish boundaries of 
Natchitoches and Vernon Parishes was a high hill large enough for these 
families to gather for worship services.  Circuit riding preachers would 
come through the area from time to time and these families would hitch 
up their wagons, saddle their horse, and would make the trip to Church 
Gathering Hill. I recently was able to locate this site by finding and follow-
ing the old wagon road to this site. It was special because from this high 
vantage point they could look over the many sections of cleared highland 
pastures where the livestock was grazing. They were close to God by be-
ing out in the midst of His Mighty Creation!
 
The old circuit riding preachers were unique men who brought God’s Mes-
sage to those they came in contact with. The carried their Bibles in their 
saddlebags or in their pockets but they also had to have a gun handy at 
all times. I looked back at many of the old preachers who were known to 
bring God’s Message to these folks. And looking back, with Church Gather-
ing Hill being located about 6 miles from the caves and hideout of John A. 
Murrell in the Kistchie Forest, possibly Murrell himself may have brought 
sermons at Church Gathering Hill. He was known as a robber, a murder-
er, but was also very talented and well versed in speaking and preaching 
from the Bible. We do know that Holy Hill located in Sabine Parish was a 
regular site John Murrell spoke to homesteaders so there is a possibility 
he may have spoken here also. Others who passed through were Rever-
end Young Prewitt, who himself along with his family were settlers on 
Peason Ridge . Researching records of the Battle of Sabine Crossroads and 
Pleasant Hill during the Civil War it was noted in records that Reverend 
Prewitt and the pastor of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in Ward 2 at Rattan 

rode from this area to hold religious services for the Confederate troops 
at the request of General Richard Taylor. A great revival spread through 
the troops with over 1800 being saved. After these battles Brother Pre-
witt and other ministers worked in the field hospitals and assisted both 
Yankee and Confederate wounded. Other preachers were Rev. G. Stringer, 
Rev. B. Owens, Rev. N. H. Bray, and Rev. Z. Corley, and in my family tree, 
Rev. Miles Washington Lilley. The men stood in the back of wagons and 
preached to all those who gathered for worship. The young’uns would 
sit and listen as did the adults. And after these open air worship services 
were completed there would be dinner on the ground since everyone 
brought food. The kids would run and play, the men and women would 
get together and talk, and if a person had been saved, a Baptism Service 
would be held near Odum Falls on the creek  and the new convert would 
be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. What a happy 
day that was for all in attendance !

These settlers and settlers all over this great country placed their faith and 
wellbeing in the Lord. And these brave families believed that this was a 
Nation Under God, and a Nation Blessed by God. Let us follow the exam-
ple of these brave settlers and homesteaders who faced trials, tribulation, 
hardships and heart break on every turn yet never faltered in their trust 
in the Lord and who stood up for the Lord in all things they accomplished.

Looking up toward Church 
Gathering Hill located on Pea-
son Ridge from one of the 
highland fields where livestock 
once grazed. (Robertson Col-
lection)

The old wagon road used by the 
settlers to come from Odum 
Creek to the site known as 
Church Gathering Hill. (Robert-
son Collection)

The location where the settlers 
of Peason Ridge gathered on 
Church Gathering Hill. At this 
spot the circuit riding preacher 
would speak while standing in 
the back of a wagon. (Robertson 
Collection)

Looking across one of the high-
land meadows where the set-
tlers livestock grazed near Church 
Gathering Hill. They could watch 
their livestock from this location 
and also hold worship services. 
(Robertson Collection)

Rev. Young Prewitt was 
an early Minister of the 
Gospel and circuit riding 
preacher who preached 
at Church Gathering Hill 
and early churches of 
the area. (Nelta Nolen 
Collection)
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431 Whitfield
Natchitoches, LA.

1307 North Fifth Street, 
Natchitoches, LA. Awesome in-
vestment property, well main-
tained, 6 units, $3000 rent in-
come.

I97 Independence, Natchi-
toches, LA. Very clean dou-
blewide on nice lot 2 miles 
out from Walmart, owner 
motivated to sell.

301 Virginia, Winnfield, LA. 
Beautiful  home in Winnfield 
priced to sell, a must see.  Beau-
tiful indoor swimming pool on 
15 acres of manicured property, 
priced at $77 per square foot.

NEW     LISTING

The Krewe of Monkey’s - 
Terror on the High Seas
by Junior Johnson

With Mardi Gras season approaching, I am re-
minded of a Blessed event in my life from about 
20 years ago.

A dear friend of a number of mutual friends, de-
cided it was time to get everyone together to 
share memories of the past and make new ones 
for the future.

Since her name was Monki, she decided to call 
this event “The Krewe of Monkeys” and had a Travel Director friend set 
up a Carnival Cruise to Cancun and Cozumel.

I believe there was about 20 people in our Krewe and as we boarded 
the Carnival Ship in Galveston, we decided this would be a “trip of a life-
time”.....Little did we know.

The first memorable event took place on the second day of the Cruise 
when “Uncle Lynn” and “Aunt Shirley” (as they were affectionately know 
by all their friends) called me aside and asked if I would Marry them.  I 
was shocked because I thought they had been married all the time that I 
knew them, as well as all of their other friends in our group.

Since the Captain of the Ship would normally provide this service, for a 
huge fee, I made arrangements to reserve a private room from the staff.

Everyone of the Krewe of Monkeys was invited of course and were all as 
shocked as I was when approached about doing the service.  They had al-
ready gotten their license before we left on the cruise, so we successfully 
proceeded with the ceremony.......this was the first of many memories 
made by the Krewe of Monkeys.

We had a wonderful time in Cancun going on different excursions and 
touring the Mayan Ruins and running from the Iguanas...

Since the “statute of limitations” have probably expired on our next ad-
venture I feel that I can share this adventure as well.

Unfortunately the two parties involved in this craziness are now pulling 
pranks in Heaven, “Uncle” Lynn and Sam Brunson, I believe they would 
enjoy me sharing this story.

While the rest of our Krewe were on our final day of planned excursions, 
Uncle Lynn and Sam stayed in town taking care of our Travel Agent’s 
daughter (This trip was a graduation present for her, and we all pitched 
in and purchased tickets for she and her Mother for helping put this won-
derful event together.

Well, after Uncle Lynn and Sam, along with “Baby Monkey” (as we all af-
fectionately named her) had finished their shopping for boots and leath-
er good, they retired to a popular Tourist Bar to await the return of the 
remaining Krewe.

After a few Margaritas Sam decided to allow some of his humor to kick in.  
To set the record straight, Sam had MONEY, but being the practical joker 
that he was, had brought a supply of $3.00 bills with Bill Clinton’s image 
on them, and although extremely realistic in appearance, openly stated 
they were bogus.

Well, Baby Monkey wanted a Coke so Sam ordered one for her and paid 
their waiter the $2.00 fee with one of his $3.00 bills and said “keep the 
change”.  And the waiter was happy and left to serve other customers.

About this time we all returned from our excursions and joined Sam and 
Uncle Lynn, along with Baby Monkey who were all laughing hysterically as 
they told us of their “practical joke”.

To prove a point, Sam then called their waiter over and ordered several 
Margaritas, and paid for them with his $3.00 bills.  He had a wad of real 
$100.00 bills in his shirt pocket to pay for everything when management 
discovered his “joke”....well, they never did and we all left, as it was time 
to take the shuttle bus back to the Cruise Ship.

We were all laughing like little kids as we arrived at the gangway to Board 
the Ship.

The Shuttle Driver said the fare was $20.00, so Uncle Lynn said that he 
would cover that, and good old Sam said “I’ve got the tip” and promptly 
peeled off several $3.00 bills from his roll..

We could hardly walk up the gangway as we were laughing so hard.....

NOTHING EVER HAPPENED and we arrived back in Galveston safely.

The Krewe of Monkeys had a wonderful time and made memories that 
will last forever.

I have been asked by many if I planned to write another Book, and al-
though flattered, said that I needed to show a profit on the first two be-
fore attempting a third; however, I am overjoyed by those of you who 
have purchased my stories, and honestly it’s been more fun than financial.

I have given some thought about this little story.  What if that Bar was 
owned by one of those Drug Cartels, and when it was discovered what 
these Gringos had pulled on them, they decided that SOMEONE WAS GO-
ING TO PAY.....and made plans to Highjack the Carnival Cruise Ship that we 
were on.......hummm

Friends of the Library
Annual Book Sale Nears
(Continued from Page 1)

For more information about the book sale or other library programming 
or services, please contact Alan Niette, Natchitoches Parish Library’s 
Outreach Services Coordinator and Friends Liaison at 318-238-9236 or 
alan@natlib.org.

See Ad on Page 22
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A short, blunt history of 
the decline of evangelism 
in the black church (and 
the white one)
By Edwin Crayton

If you are black and want someone to evange-
lize to you about Jesus, I suggest you move to 
a poor country in Africa. Why? Because looking 
at the local and national church landscape, it 
seems many churches that are doing evange-
listic outreach to black people are doing so by 
launching mission trips to blacks living in foreign 
lands. While that’s good and certainly biblical, 
some of those same churches seem to be do-
ing little in terms of reaching poor blacks in their own towns and cities. 
In other words, many in churches today are apparently more willing to 
cross oceans to reach poor blacks than they are to go across town to the 
projects and evangelize to them.  And although it’s an issue with all types 
of churches, the so-called black church is really doing even less to reach 
those right in their own neighborhoods.  

On the other hand, there are thriving African American mega churches 
that are doing well and attracting members. Bravo. Some are spreading 
the Gospel and bringing large numbers of people into their services. In 
fact, there is a trend of black churches bucking the general decline being 
experienced by white churches. In other words, black churches are doing 
better in terms of growth than the trend of churches in general, which 
is that many are in decline. And yet, that doesn’t mean all is well. Uni-
versally, there are many black churches that are also struggling to retain 
members and it threatens to get much worse. A 2014 Pew Study shows 
that younger African Americans are less likely to affiliate with a church 
than older African Americans.  The study shows that three in ten (29%) of 
African Americans between the ages of 18 and 29 say they are unaffiliated 
with a church compared with only 7% of black adults aged 65 and older 
who said that. A new group of young are emerging known as the “nones”. 
That means they have no affiliation with organized religion, even though 
some may claim to be spiritual.  A growing group of young African Amer-
icans are a part of this disturbing trend to claim none when asked what 
church they are affiliated with. It wasn’t always this way. In earlier eras, 
church membership was a given for most Americans, particularly black 
ones.  That is why anyone interested in solutions should find it helpful to 
take a little time machine journey through black history. 

The Black Church didn’t just pop up out of nowhere. It was created after 
the Revolutionary War when blacks attending white Northern churches 
began to feel discriminated against.  These refugees led by Bishop Richard 
Allen formed the first national black church Bethel AME in Philadelphia 
in 1794. Black churches became places where blacks could sharpen their 
leadership skills and it is no coincidence black churches gave America 
great black leaders. But members did more than just go to church on Sun-
days. They went out made their communities better. In the 19th Century, 
historically black colleges such as Morehouse and Spellman College were 
created by black churches. During the racial segregation of the 1930s, 40s, 
and 50s, church outreach focused on teaching children life skills. Training 
children in God’s ways was the norm for the general society and church 
training unions made evangelism within families the rule. Mom and dad 
and everyone pushed the concept of church attendance and education.

After World War Ii ended in 1945, returning black veterans often found 
it ironic that they had just fought to free others from Hitler and the Axis 
Powers and yet at home their own families were not yet free.  By the 
1950s, this spirit led to the birth of the Civil Rights Movement and the 
church was the place where boycotts such as the Baton Rouge Bus Boy-
cott and the Montgomery Bus Boycott were organized. Later in the 1960s, 
churches provided space for activists to help black people register to vote 
and provide other services. It was a time of tremendous black church out-
reach. When you see photos of Dr. King and other leaders marching, keep 
in mind many of the men around him are ministers. On a more local, day 
to day scale, people took their children to church and the movement itself 
exposed many people to church. 

But after the Civil Rights Movement things changed. The “Me” Movement 
of the 1970s emphasized the individual’s rights and church became more 
about the personality of the minister.  And something else happened. 

People began to question Christian values. The Black Muslim Movement 
openly questioned whether Christianity was appropriate for African 
Americans because it was introduced to blacks by their slave masters. 
This drew more radical blacks away from traditional black churches. Also 
around this time Moral Relativism began to creep into American thought. 
Moral relativism is the idea that no viewpoint is privileged over another--
-so basically, there is no right or wrong.  The Bible began to be treated as 
just another option by many intellectuals in the black community.  Even 
some black people began to openly question its authority to decide what 
is moral. 

In the 1980’s and 90s and early 21 Century it didn’t help matters that scan-
dals involving white and black church tele-evangelist leaders such as Jim 
and Tammy Baker and Eddie Long rocked both black and white churches.  
Many people lost faith in traditional religion. And churches seemed to 
be doing less to counter this impression that they were hypocritical.  To-
day in many black communities fewer and fewer black families urge their 
children to attend church. It’s not widely discussed, because media tends 
to give black churches the benefit of the doubt, but, truth is many black 
churches don’t have evangelism outreach programs at all.  In fact, many 
don’t have one person dedicated to going out regularly and sharing God’s 
Word with people. However, some black megachurches do have evan-
gelism outreach efforts but most black churches-- like most white ones 
tend to be small to mid-size.  Their members are graying and they are not 
going out and spreading the Gospel, attracting new members. Dig deep-
er and you will find another truth that is even more alarming however. 
That truth is that most churches white or black don’t spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, period. They have forgotten that all Christians are called to 
bring glory to God and to fulfill the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-
20 which says “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always, even to the end of time. Amen.” Bottom line: all 
types of churches lack the love for nonbelievers that would cause them 
to want to heed that vital call. They have a lukewarm spirit--neither hot 
nor cold about God.  Look around and be honest about what you see. In 
many African American neighborhoods in Natchitoches, poor black chil-
dren dangerously play basketball in the streets while churches with gyms 
are locked shut.  Even many prosperous black churches are guilty. Their 
lots are filled with expensive cars while blocks away people panhandle for 
food, and a culture of drugs and violence thrives. Yet, the well-dressed 
church members drive by hardly noticing on the way back home to com-
fortable, manicured neighborhoods. When a poor person calls a church 
for assistance in food, they are too often told the church only helps its 
members---in contrast to Matthew 25 where Jesus says when we help 
those in need we are helping him. 

However, this is not a lost cause. There are several simple things we can 
all do to fulfill the command to evangelize which Jesus our Lord gave all 
Christians.  First, we must look past the good preaching and powerful 
singing black churches are famous for and soberly and humbly admit that 
the black church is not fulfilling God’s call to share the message of salva-
tion with the lost, particularly the unchurched poor in the black commu-
nity. If your church does not have an evangelism team, talk to the pastor 
about starting one and begin by going out to streets around the church 
because these people are easier to reach, the need will likely be great 
and it’s convenient for those you reach to attend church. Also, share the 
gospel on your own time—on the way home from church perhaps. Our 
best example is Jesus himself. He wants everyone who will to accept his 
gift of salvation. Remember, in Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus promised to help 
us. Grow by reading the whole Bible and learning God’s ways. Pray and 
ask God to use you however he will to share his Bible with others. We can 
also imitate our ancestors by putting more emphasis on training our chil-
dren when they are young. Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child when he 
is young, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” To train children 
we need to take them to church regularly and share our Christian values. 
After all, if children are the future, shouldn’t we train them in Christian 
values? Think about it.  Do any of us really want a future run by godless 
people?

Community Service opportunity: Natchitoches Community Improvement 
Foundation has five vacant seats available. The foundation gives scholar-
ships, and grants to citizens. If you are interested, you must be 21 or older, 
live in Natchitoches and not have a felony conviction. Send nominations to 
Natchitoches Community Improvement Foundation, P.O. Box 606, Natchi-
toches, LA 71458.  Send now as nominations need to be received around 
March 15. Election is Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at First Baptist Amulet at 7pm.
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   Corkey Bruce, Owner
   Natural Springs  
   Garden Center

IN THE GARDEN 

“Are we there yet?”  Have you ever heard that 
from the kids when you were on the way to 
Grandmother’s house or maybe an amuse-
ment park. We want to be there and we want 
to be there sooner than later.  March is kind of 
like that. The weather is turning and we are so 
anxious to get out into the garden. If you are 
like me, being cooped up in the winter time is 
miserable. I hate, and I do mean hate, the cold 
weather. When the first true signs of spring ar-
rive, I am so ready to get outside and play in 
the garden.

With that being said, the fickle weather of 
March makes it hard to set exact dates and sched-
ules. You can almost count on at least one more 
cold snap. 

The old timers will tell you there will be a frost be-
fore Easter.  And Easter is late this year, April 21st.  
I have also heard people say that if it thunders in February we will have a 
frost on the same date in April. And it did thunder in February. My grand-
father was a truck farmer and he swore by the pecan trees. When the 
pecan trees leaf out, there will be no more frost.

My advice is to not get into a hurry about planting annuals and tender pe-
rennials. Some hardy perennials are okay to plant now. Daylilies, coreop-
sis, heather, plumbago and salvia are just a few of the perennials that are 
probably okay. Check out what we have brought out of the greenhouses 
for things to plant now.

If you are planning to plant fruit trees, shrubs or ornamental trees, do it 
now rather than later. The sooner you get these plants in the ground the 
longer they have to get established before the extreme heat of July and 
August. 

Even if you can’t plant now, there are plenty of chores to be done in the 
garden. Sanitation is the key to a disease free landscape. Rake up and dis-
card any leaf litter in and around your shrubbery. Collect and discard all 
trimmings from pruning. Do not allow this debris to collect around your 
landscape. Many insect larvae and fungal spores can overwinter in this 
environment.

Ideally you mulched your beds before winter arrived. If you do not remove 
this mulch it will build up over time and choke out you plants. As with leaf 
litter, old mulch can harbor insects and disease. It is best to refresh this 
mulch in spring. Because the mulch is intended to insulate your plants, it 
is best to remove it gradually by lifting off a little at a time over a period of 
a few weeks. This way there is not an abrupt change in the environment 
and the plants are not shocked by such change.

Now is a great time to get control over any weeds that have taken up res-
idence in your flower beds over the winter. It is best to manually pull the 
visible weeds by hand. You won’t get all of them but you can usually get 
the majority. There are several pre-emergent herbicides that work well in 
flower beds.  Pre-emergent herbicides suppress the germination of weed 
seed that have yet to emerge.

Weeding a flower bed can be an overwhelming job. Don’t look at it as a 
job that has to be completed all at once. Divide the bed into segments; 
maybe two foot square or five linear feet.  Determine how long you can 
comfortably spend in this activity. Work that area and rest. Maybe you 
come back to it later in the day or maybe you come back tomorrow. The 
point is that you have made progress and have not overwhelmed yourself. 
The satisfaction of the progress will keep you motivated. I give you my 
permission to do less than 100% at a time.

After you have your beds cleaned you can reapply the mulch or you can 
wait until you add any new material you plan to plant in the spring. 

One more thing I would like to mention at this time. If you have not been 
keeping a garden journal now is a great time to begin. You can purchase 
pre-formatted garden journals but they sometimes add things you don’t 
need and leave out information you may find helpful. I find a three ring 
binder and loose leaf paper is ideal. Keep any plant tags (taped to the 
page) with your own notes. Where did I plant it? How did it perform? Did 

I like it? These things will help you with plant decisions in the future. Also, 
it the case of perennials it will tell you where to look for it to come back 
in the spring.

I hope, like me, that you are ready to get out there. Let’s get some sun-
shine and vitamin D. Let’s get some exercise. Let’s let the garden melt our 
stress and give us a sense of enjoyment.

Remember, find your happiness where you planted it. 

Joy Impact Counseling 
Services, LLC - 
“Impacting Lives To Have 
A Future Full Of Joy”
(Continued from Page 1) 

For guidance in seeking treatment or just to talk to somebody who knows 
what you’re going through, Joy Impact Counseling Services mission is 
committed to helping individuals sustain effective mental health stability.

If you are experiencing difficult and life changing situations, changes in 
your mood and behavior problems give Joy Impact Counseling services 
a call. Individuals who need assistance can call (318) 652-8140 or visit 
the Natchitoches office located at 415 Bienville St., Suite 6 in the Thomas 
Medical Building. Referrals are accepted by walk-ins, calling our office or 
Fax (318-521-8065)

Insurances accepted by Joy Impact Counseling services include the follow-
ing Medicaid providers : AmeriHealth Caritas Louisiana,  United Health-
care, Louisiana HealthCare Connections, Aetna Better Health of Louisi-
ana, Healthy Blue Louisiana and Healthy Blue Louisiana.

Qualifications include the following: Be a Medicaid recipient, Be an adult 
with a mental illness or be a child/adolescent with emotional and/or be-
havioral disorders as defined by (OBH).
 
General Scope Of Services include: Assessment , Reassessment, Commu-
nity Support, Individual Intervention (Children)/Supportive Counseling 
(Adults), Parent/Family Intervention (Counseling), Youth Psychosocial 
Skills Training Group, Medication Management and Adult Psychosocial 
Skills Training. 

Also, if you are looking for a job, Joy Impact Counseling Services is cur-
rently hiring Mental Health Specialist (MHS) and Professionals (MHP) to 
provide individualized face to face interventions that are professionally 
delivered to clients in the surrounding areas. Resumes can be emailed to: 
jimpact.jic@outlook.com or dropped off at the Natchitoches office locat-
ed at 415 Bienville St., Suite 6 in the Thomas Medical Building. Contact 
Person: (Operational) Executive Director of Joy Impact Mrs. Angela Jones

About Behavioral health: it is a key part of a person’s overall well-being, 
and is just as important as physical health. It involves emotional, psycho-
logical, and social well-being, and relates to an individual’s ability to func-
tion in everyday life and understanding of their concept of self.

Youth and adults struggling with behavioral health may face stress, depres-
sion, anxiety, relationship problems, grief, addiction, ADHD or learning 
disabilities, mood disorders, eating habits, drinking or other psychological 
concerns that either immediately or over time impact physical or mental 
health. Because behavioral health conditions are common, people of all 
ages, genders, races and ethnicities can experience these conditions. If 
left untreated, a behavioral disorder may have negative short-term and 
long-term effects on an individual’s personal and professional life. Such 
as children who face suspension or expulsion for fighting, bullying or ar-
guing with school authority figures. Adults may eventually lose their jobs 
and marriages can fall apart due to prolonged strained relationships. The 
earlier a behavioral disorder is diagnosed and properly treated, the more 
likely it is that a child or adult suffering from it will be able to control their 
behavior. 

See Joy Impact Ad on Page 13

Shop our local
advertisers
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Louisiana Stay-Cation
Lake Charles &
Surrounding Areas
by Patricia Mouton

Louisiana’s nickname as Sportsman Paradise is so 
rightly named and Lake Charles and the surround-
ing area offer a treasure trove of activities.  In sea-
son, there is some good duck and geese hunting to 
be had for the hunter.   And for the fisherman, no 
doubt, Many, with its Award-Winning-Best-Bass-Fishing-in-the-Nation, To-
ledo Bend, is a great place to head, but Louisiana has a couple more gems 
up its sleeve. 

Calcasieu and Cameron Parish with their many lakes, rivers, and water 
sources, including the Gulf of Mexico, can provide some great fishing op-
tions.  One being Calcasieu Lake covering close to 77 sq. miles, ranks 64th 
of the top 100 largest U.S. lakes is a good place to start.  You might even 
see a dolphin or two.  How about the shallow waters of the Big Burns for a 
different fishing experience.  Or what about a little deep-sea fishing in the 
Gulf of Mexico.  Just be sure to get that fishing license and/or permit, for 
the waterways of Cameron Parish are highly patrolled by the La Dept. of 
Wildlife and Fisheries Game Wardens. 

If you’d rather bird watch and explore nature than fish or hunt, then the 
Creole Nature Trail is a must!  You’ll see native birds of the area to alliga-
tors sunning themselves on the bank.  There are 4 Wildlife Refuges along 
the Creole Nature Trail drive with Visitor’s Centers to add to the fun and 
experience.  Remember, watch and take pictures, but do not feed, ap-
proach or tease the alligators.  The Creole Nature Trail is out in nature in 
all its splendor, including mosquitos.  With a little planning with snacks, 
a picnic lunch, hat, walking shoes and insect spray, you will have a truly 
enjoyable day exploring.

A great idea is to schedule a tour that brings you even deeper into the 
wetlands and protected areas, and see what the Refuges are all about.  If 
you chose to take in the complete Nature Trail, it will take up most of your 
day being over 100 miles long, plus the multiple spurs the total drive can 
be next to 200 miles. 

One of those spurs leads to one of my favorite - Rockefeller Refuge in 
Grand Chenier with its bird sanctuary, large alligator population, and re-
search center. There is just something so peaceful about Oak trees loaded 
down with moss and the gulf breeze rustling its leaves.  All you need is a 
swing and a glass of ice cold sweet tea under those Oak trees, and it’s as 
down home as it gets.  Visit the website (there is a great printable map & 
guide) or get the ‘Creole Nature Trail’ app for more details and ideas. 

Still interested in exploring more nature.  How about a hike around a trail 
or three at the Sam Houston Jones State Park in Moss Bluff.  It’s a 1087-
acre park with cabins for rent, areas for tents, waterways for fishing, 
places to stop for a picnic and a game or two of Frisbee, and 3 hiking trail 
that meander through-out the park.  There is a trail for everyone from 
the hiker to the stroller.   Something to remember that if you are staying 
overnight, it is best to pick up after yourself outside, and bring all the food 
inside.  This park is full of wonderful wildlife, who have a curious nature 
and love to dig into and enjoy what’s left out.

Are you dreaming of sunning on a beach, sinking your toes into the warm 
sand or splashing in the waves, then you have come to the right place.  
Lake Charles and the surrounding area offer many beaches to choose 
from.  You can check Holly Beach or Rutherford Beach along the shores of 
the Gulf of Mexico down in Cameron Parish.  Or if you wish to stay closer 
to Lake Charles, visit Prien Lake Beach next to the I2-10 Loop or the white 
sands of North Beach where you could try a little kayaking. 

The City of Lake Charles itself offers a city full of things to do – such as 
the Civic Center with its host of activities, Millennium Park play-area and 
Bord Du Lac Park with its fun water feature, and Amphitheatre.  There 
is the Boardwalk that offers an opportunity to sit on the concrete steps 
gazing out onto the lake or a pleasant walk from the Civic Center to North 
Beach.  You might stop by the Veterans Memorial Park or the Southwest 
Louisiana Convention & Visitors Bureau along the way.   You could try your 
luck or take in a show at one of the lavish casinos.  Lake Charles plays host 
to entertainment year-round, from local art fairs, festivals, to head-liner 
performers and rodeos. 

Looking for a little history on Lake Charles?  Try one of several muse-
ums like the Imperial Calcasieu Museum or the Mardi Gras Museum of 
Imperial Calcasieu.   Might want to check out the USS Orleck Museum.  
She was built in Orange Texas to serve as a destroyer in WWII.  She 
returned to Orange Texas as a Museum after a long service record and 
said to be one of the most decorated destroyer in history.  After Hurri-
cane Rita in 2005 that destroyed her berth in Orange, she was relocat-
ed to the Lake Charles, where she welcomes visitors to come explore 
the history she has seen.  

Last, but surely not least, lets talk about the delicious local food.  From 
Cotton’s hamburger and onion-straws – Yum, to Pujo Street’s bread 
pudding with rum sauce – Yes please!, as well as Darrell’s Special 
sandwich where you need a bib because it’s a juicy, delicious party for 
your mouth and Casa Manana, who’s salsa is so good, they’ve bottled 
it, because so many people would stop by to buy quarts at a time.  
Maybe you are looking for a special night out and hungry for a tender, 
juicy steak, Italian dishes or perhaps French cuisine, Lake Charles has 
it.  There is no doubt, you will not leave Lake Charles hungry.  

To find out more about traveling our beautiful state, please visit
www.louisianatravel.com

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your orders NoW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
          Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

easter is
     Just arouNd

        the corNer

             so...

Open Letter from
Natchitoches Councilman  
Russell Rachal
I am proud to be able to visit with you again this 
month and keep you aware of the things that 
are happening in you Parish Government.

We are still waiting on a ruling from the Attor-
ney General’s Office concerning the Registrar 
of Voter’s position. We haven’t heard anything 
back in reference to the legal way that we are 
required to make a selection. The position will continue to be occu-
pied by the Deputy Registrar until an answer is received and we make 
a selection. (Continued on page 8)
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Visiting the Elderly 
by Herbert de Launay

With a little planning or thinking ahead, we 
can have delightful visits with our elderly 
friends and loved ones. My sister wanted to 
have a nice visit with an elderly uncle who was 
dying of cancer. She knew it might be their last 
visit. He had moments of dementia. Howev-
er, she knew that old people often have good 
memories for things long ago. She found some 
old photos from fifty years ago. And she spoke 
of some fun things they had done back then, 
hikes in the state parks and such. They had a 
delightful visit. She ended by telling him he was always her favorite uncle. 
He died a few days later.

Many years ago, a nun who worked at a nursing home gave a talk to our 
church group. When you visit, she said, don’t ask them how they feel. 
How do you think you feel when you are 85 or 90 years old and have ar-
thritis and heart problems? Instead, tell her how pretty her dress is.

Once, when I was younger and more agile, an elderly uncle asked me to 
trim a small tree for him. I was a little reluctant, because he was the sort 
of person who might complain that I cut it too much or not enough. So I 
told him that I would prefer to do it when he was home so that we could 
visit. So for each branch I would ask about where to cut it. When it was 
done, he was happy. And I was happy because I knew he was happy.

Find a time that is convenient for the elderly person. If possible, let them 
suggest a good time for them. Perhaps a regular time could be arranged, 
like a weekly visit. Sometimes, anticipation is part of the joy of a visit.

Regular visits could include helping them with tasks that they are no lon-
ger agile enough to accomplish. Or, a visit could include bringing them to 
the store or to get their hair done.

I recently read an article, “11 Tips for a Terrific Visit With an Elderly Loved 
One.” It was by Paula Spencer Scott on www.caring.com. She reminds us 
that loneliness is a problem for the elderly, so our visits are important.

Sometimes as we get older our hearing is not as good. So it is necessary 
to speak clearly and distinctly and project our voice. Look at the person. 
Some elderly persons look at your lips to help follow what you are saying.

Old people often have a wealth of memories. Invite them to tell you some 
stories from the past. And just be patient if they repeat themselves.

Do a search on “Visiting elderly” or “Tips for visiting the elderly.” There 
are a number of interesting articles and resources available. 

Crawfish Anyone?
by Mark Allemond & Peggy Devall

In south Louisiana there is a saying 
that Cajuns eat just about anything 
that walks, swims or flies. This is like-
ly because when folks were living on 
the swamp full time that they had to 
gather whatever they could to sus-
tain their families. So, they developed 
many ways to cook the wild animals, 
and fish that they caught, including the crawfish.

As the story goes…One day a mama crawfish who lived on a crawfish farm 
was taking her kids out for an educational walk to show them what might 
be harmful to them. They came across a horse and mama said “don’t 
worry, that is a horse and they only eat hay, grass, etc”. Then they came 
across a hog and she again said “don’t worry, that is a hog and they only 
eat corn, and leftovers that the humans don’t want”! Then they came 
across a man in a pair of waders carrying a bucket and net, and she said 
“run for your lives, that is a Cajun…They eat everything!!”

Here in Cajun Country, we are knee deep in the crawfish season! It’s 
amazing how much attention these little red mud bugs receive.  Louisi-
ana is the largest domestic producer of crawfish, a delicacy whose peak 
season runs from Mardi Gras to Easter. About 1,600 Louisiana farmers 
produce 130-150 million pounds of crawfish per year with a combined 

value to producers of over $172 million.

Although the crawfish farms begin produc-
ing in late fall due to the fact that research 
has enabled crawfish farmers to create wa-
ter flow conditions much like in the wild; it 
is the “wild deep water” crawfish that folks 
get excited about when the Atchafalaya Ba-
sin begins to produce.

Along our High Water Trail, Captain Mark 
takes the opportunity to show our guests the 
deep water crawfish traps. He explains how 
the crawfish are caught in the wild. The pro-
cess is much more costly, labor intensive and 
dangerous, due to the fishermen having to literally burst through some 
of the most dense “flooded forest areas” in the swamp to set their traps. 
Many fishermen tell the regular accounts of rubbing up on the wrong 
tree branches along way and having “water moccasins” falling into the 
boat with them as well as other liabilities of the trade. But in the end, it is 
worth the effort for them and certainly for our taste buds too!

As a matter of fact, the City of Breaux Bridge Louisiana hosts their annual 
Crawfish Festival during the first full weekend in May. Here one can enjoy 
crawfish cooked in a variety of ways during the weekend festival as well as 
enjoy some of the best Cajun and local musical acts from throughout the 
region. Everything from a crawfish eating contest to “crawfish races”, it is 
a great time to be immersed in everything crawfish by locals and visitors 
alike. But if you want to attend this great festival, now is the time to start 
planning your weekend getaway! Start by visiting www.cajuncountry.org 
for information on a good time!

In the meantime, if you just need 
a reason to “get out of town” for a 
Cajun adventure, you can visit our 
website: www.cajuncabinguestcot-
tage.com to get you started.

There is a lot of fun to be had for 
sure!...

Tic Tac Toe Chicken
by Dean Lambert

I remember a summer vacation back in the 
80’s.....we were in Colorado and I think we were 
around Pike’s Pike....at the base....at a place 
called “the North Pole”...with rides, an over-
head tram.....restaurant....stuff...we stopped 
there with the boys...and while Amanda and 
the boys took the scenic short tram....I won-
dered around and came upon a big box con-
taining a chicken and a early early computer 
screen....very early computer screen...

After further inquiry,..I saw that there was a slot and you could have a 
contest with the chicken....for a fee...you could play tic-tac-toe....with a  
chicken...well...being raised on a farm, I know how dumb chickens are, 
..dumb....

I walked past...just a stupid thing...chicken vs. man...in tic-tac-toe........but 
I looked back.....I had time to kill...why not?...so I decided to take on this 
chicken....this stupid chicken in a box....I put 4 quarters in the slot...a sub-
stantial amount to battle a chicken....and I took on the feathered foe.....

The tic-tac-toe screen appeared on the rear of the cage....the chicken got 
first choice...I really didn’t like that... But it’s only a dumb chicken...so the 
chicken pecked on the first square....X......I pushed my “O” button on the 
top of the box.....stupid chicken’s turn...”X”....my turn.....”O” .....

Quicker than I could imagine....the darn ol’ chicken had won....I am stand-
ing there alone, well...with this stupid chicken eating it’s reward for out-
witting a flatlander.....I have just been humiliated by a ..darn stupid.....
chicken......when Amanda returned and asked me what I had done while 
they were gone...I said I was embarrassed by a chicken....how many peo-
ple can say they were embarrassed by a chicken?....

Some things that happen on vacation....should stay on vacation........stu-
pid chicken 
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March is National
Nutrition Month!  
by Abigail “Missy” Hennigan

As we gear up to learn more about nutrition, 
why not start with the basics?  Food.  Where do 
we typically make nutritious decisions?  In the 
kitchen.  Now, step back to the future: Children.  
Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.”  While it may seem a stretch to apply this proverb to the kitchen, 
adults usually put into practice the things they learned as children.  

In 2018, Louisiana ranked 6th highest for obesity in America, and the 50th 
for their state health (United Health Foundation, 2019).  A 2015 study 
(Wolfson & Bleich) concluded, cooking dinner frequently at home was 
associated with the consumption of a healthier diet overall.  Teaching a 
child to be comfortable in a kitchen opens up a world of opportunities 
to prepare health-promoting meals, snacks, and more!  Now get those 
children cooking!

Always start with basics:
- Wash hands in warm, soapy water before, after, and often during cook-
ing.
- Pull long hair back.
- Keep countertops clean.
- Wait until food is cooked before tasting.
- Teach awareness: hot things are hot, cold things are cold, sharp things 
are sharp, etc.  Safety always comes first!
- Inspect what you expect.  If you teach a skill, follow up to make sure your 
child is performing the task safely and correctly.

Next focus on age appropriate kitchen tasks:
2-3 year olds:
- Wash/rinse fruits or veggies.
- Pick leaves off fresh herbs.
- Sort fruits and veggies.  Allow them to help build a fresh veggie platter.
- Pour and stir some ingredients (use a safe bowl at a safe height).  To cut 
down on clean up, allow little ones to stir small amounts in a large bowl.
- Encourage smelling and tasting of foods to get them excited.
- “Wash dishes”.  Set plastic-ware in a tub of soapy water, or pull a step-
stool up to your sink, and help your child “wash” dishes. 
- “Set the table”.  Allow your small ones to set a low table with non-break-
able dishes.

4-5 year olds:
- Begin knife skills early with a dull plastic knife (start with a banana!). 
Teach them how to hold, pass, and handle a knife.  
- Allow them to help assemble a sandwich.
- Spread peanut butter.
- Help build a smoothie recipe.
- Mash potatoes with a hand-held masher.
- Teach baking basics: mix wet ingredients together, mix dry ingredients 
together.
- Set the table.  Start with paper or plastic plates and cups.
- Load non-breakables into the dishwasher.

6-7 year olds:
- Peel fruits and veggies with a vegetable peeler.
- Crack eggs.
- Measure ingredients.
- Pour liquids.
- Teach basics for using a stove (keep handle pointed away so you do not 
knock it off, use a pot holder to grab handles, etc.).
- If they have steady hands, help them stir non-splatter ingredients on the 
stove.
- Prep lunch.  Keep foods available that can be assembled into a nutritious 
lunch.  Set out a “recipe” for their lunch: 1 fruit, 1 veggie, 1 protein, 1 
starch, 1 beverage.
- Food presentation.  Let them help decorate cupcakes, or create a display 
of sandwiches, fruit, or veggies.

8-9 year olds:
- Can opener.  Their hands should be strong enough to turn a can opener. 
(Caution! some cans are very sharp after opening!  Always teach safety 
first!)
- Pound chicken/steak.

- Beat eggs.
- Squeeze citrus fruits.
- Knife skills.  Now is the perfect time to introduce them to sharper knives.  
Start with a small knife and reinforce proper technique: hold a knife by 
the handle, do not place a finger on the top of the blade, curl fingers un-
der if holding a veggie for slicing, slow and steady.
- Breading.  Help with breading chicken for oven baked chicken.  Remem-
ber to wash hands before and after handling raw animal products!
- Meal planning/shopping: help with creating a meal plan for the week, or 
for one day each week.    Encourage them to find recipes and create a gro-
cery list.  Again, give them a formula: 2 veggies, 1 starch, 1 protein, 1 fruit.

10+ year olds:
- Your child is now ready to be your sous-chef for new recipes, and may be 
ready to create a whole recipe solo!
- Your child should have mastered knife skills
- Teach additional techniques, as they help you in the kitchen.
- Allow them to be the executive chef with familiar recipe while you act 
as the sous-chef.  

There are benefits to including your children in the cooking process:
- They will develop self-confidence as they successfully complete tasks.
- The older they get, the more responsibility they can handle.
- The more time they spend in the kitchen now, the more likely they are 
to cook as adults.
- You know when your children move away, they will have the skills to 
prepare a healthy meal!

Suggested websites for additional resources:
www.kidsacookin.org/ - materials for parents and educators for teaching 
cooking and nutrition to children: including recipes, tip sheets, activities, 
and videos.
www.nourishinteractive.com – tips for kitchen safety, printable activities, 
nutrition tips, recipes, etc.
www.eatright.org/for-kids - articles, videos, tips, and nutrition teaching 
tools.

References:
United Health Foundation (2019). America’s health ranking: Annual re-
port. Retrieved from: https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/
annual/measure/Overall/state/LA
Wolfson, J. A., & Bleich, S. N. (2015). Is cooking at home associated with 
better diet quality or weight-loss intention? Public Health Nutrition, 18, 
1397-1406

Open Letter from
Natchitoches Councilman 
Russell Rachal
(Continued from page 6)

The Director of Public Works, Mr. John Richmond is actively working on 
the roads in an attempt to get them in shape. 

There will be a sales tax on the ballot this month for the the people to 
vote on. If it passes, the tax money will go to the roads and can’t  be 
spent anywhere else in Parish Government. The people have stated that 
they can’t trust us to be true to our word. The law states that tax money 
shall be spent where it is passed for, and can’t be applied anywhere else. 
It’s not a matter of trust, but a matter of law.

I encourage everyone to attend the Town Hall meetings and voice your 
concerns and have your questions answered.

Feel free to contact the office at (318)352-2714 or contact any Council 
Member.

Thank you and God Bless.

Sincerely,

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council Member
District 5
(318)652-0382
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Natchitoches Parish

Local Sheriff’s Office K9 
Bessi Receives Donation 
of Body Armor

Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Of-
fice K9 Bessi recieved a bullet 
and stab protective vest thanks 
to a charitable donation from 
non-profit organization Vested In-
terest in K9s, Inc. K9 Bessi’s vest 
is sponsored by an Anonymous 
Donor and will be embroidered 
with the sentiment “In memory of 
James G. Pierpont, Sr.”. 

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a 
501c (3) charity located in East 
Taunton, MA whose mission is to 
provide bullet and stab protective 
vests and other assistance to dogs 

of law enforcement and related agencies throughout the United States. 
The non-profit was established in 2009 to assist law enforcement agen-
cies with this potentially lifesaving body armor for their four-legged K9 of-
ficers. Since its inception, Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. provided over 3,100 
protective vests, in 50 states, through private and corporate donations, at 
a value of $5.7 million dollars. 

The program is open to dogs actively employed in the U.S. with law en-
forcement or related agencies who are certified and at least 20 months 
of age. New K9 graduates, as well as K9s with expired vests, are eligible 
to participate.

The donation to provide one protective vest for a law enforcement K9 
is $950.00. Each vest has a value between $1,744 – $2,283 and a five-
year warranty, and an average weight of 4-5 lbs. There is an estimated 
30,000 law enforcement K9s throughout the United States. For more in-
formation or to learn about volunteer opportunities, please call 508-824-
6978. Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. provides information, lists events, and 
accepts tax-deductible donations of any denomination at www.vik9s.org 
or mailed to P.O. Box 9 East Taunton, MA 02718. 

K9 Bessi is handled by Deputy Sheriff Josh Axsom and is a dual certified 
Patrol and Narcotics K9 currently assigned to Criminal Patrol. K9 Bessi 
says she loves her new vest which will keep her safe as she serves the 
citizens of Natchitoches Parish.

Maggie Harris Returns to 
Natchitoches Chamber 
Staff
The Natchitoches Area Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce 
that Maggie Harris, former Director of Membership Experience, is return-
ing to join the staff as the Events Coordinator. In her new role, Harris will 
be responsible for planning and marketing all events and meetings.
“I believe wholeheartedly in the mission of the Chamber, and in Laura 

Dear Editor:

A letter about the one-half cent tax dedicated to roads; on Saturday, 
March 30 ballot.

To my friends and pot hole dodgers. We have a tax to vote on in March. 
It’s the only thing on the ballot to vote on, but is so important to our road 
system. As you know, I took an active part in voting the ½ cent and ¾ cent 
tax down, because it was not what we needed. Twenty plus years ago, 
there was enough money in the Police Jury to repair and pave new roads. 
Today, it is funding more projects than ever before causing a shortage of 
road money.

Police Jury or Home Rule funds are not a spring of everlasting waters, but 
are like an old -time cistern or barrel. With a cistern, all you can draw out 
is what runs in during rainy days. If you share water with other people, 
your cistern or barrel will go dry. Through the years, too much water has 
been taken out of the road system cistern and has dried up available wa-
ter or money.

Reallocating is a possible way to take back some of these buckets of mon-
ey. This will be next to impossible and take a long time. This ½ cent tax will 
help pour in new money to the road cistern for roads now instead of years 
later. Legal buckets have dipped into the road systems cistern through the 
years because of unconcerned voters. I must admit that I was not con-
cerned about pot holes until there were too many to dodge anymore. Mr. 
Nowlin and the five council members are not magicians or counterfeiters. 
They can only use money they have available through voted taxes.

We are all upset about our roads, but what can we do to fix that? The 
roads did not get this way overnight and will not be fixed overnight. Vote 
for the tax and start progress in motion. I hear what you’re saying! We 
can’t trust them with the old money, why give them new money to mis-
use. We don’t really know that to be true. Road problems started a long 
time ago, not just in the last five or six years. To pave Allen Beulah Road, it 
will cost a minimum of two hundred fifty thousand dollars per mile. Seven 
miles of road adds up to one million seven hundred fifty thousand dollars.

I don’t know how much is being spent every year to patch the patches on 
this road, but it’s a lot. Paving some of these roads that are money pits 
will free up patch money to be used on other roads. Most likely mainte-
nance money for two years of maintenance would pave a mile on some-
one else’s road. As it goes today, our road progress is in reverse. This tax 
can turn our road progress around.

I hear you again! Why can’t they use the money in better ways instead 
of a new tax to fix our roads? Fifty-one years ago, I worked a little for the 
ward, preparing my road for paving. Back then, seven miles of road was 
most likely less than one mile today. They call this inflation or modern 
times. Either way you look at it, it means it takes more money today.

This is a good tax that the state will help us with. We need this match mon-
ey. As a private contractor all my life, I can tell you if there is no money, 
the job does not get done. If we vote against this tax, we no longer have 
a right to complain about our roads. I will vote for this tax as I don’t see 
much progress complaining has ever done except to raise blood pressure.

Thank you for your time and Vote for Progress.  Rev. Mark Megason

Lyle’s vision for this organization. I am 
eager to begin helping to execute that 
mission and vision through coordinat-
ing a docket of valuable events,” says 
Harris.
“Maggie was a huge asset to the 
Chamber in her prior role, and we 
were ecstatic to welcome her back,” 
stated Laura Lyles, Chamber Presi-
dent. “The Chamber is an organization 
she knows and loves, and I’m excited 
to work with her to make our Cham-
ber goals a reality.”
Harris is a graduate of Northwestern State University’s School of Business. 
She is involved with both Chamber and community organizations such as 
Natchitoches Young Professionals and the Kiwanis Club of Natchitoches. 
She is also a member of the Northwestern State University’s School of 
Business Executive Advisory Board.
The Natchitoches Area Chamber of Commerce helps foster a thriving 
community through transformative leadership, collaboration, and inno-
vation. Learn more at natchitocheschamber.com.

Daylight Saving Time
Begins On March 10th
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Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

Ben D. Johnson
Educational Center
Receives $1,000 Donation 
from City of Natchitoches
Ben D. Johnson Educational Center has been 
awarded $1,000 in funds from the City of 
Natchitoches along with a personal dona-
tion from Mayor Posey. The funds given to 
the Ben D. Johnson Educational Center will 
be used towards the Legacy Youth Workforce 
Development Program. Starting in March, the 
workforce program will serve young people 
ages 16-24 who are out of work and out of school.  The program will 
provide students life and job skills training with support services as a com-
ponent of the greater BDJ Center. Students will participate in hands-on 
learning at the newly opened Legacy Café (400 MLK Drive, Suite J) where 
they will gain the skills needed to enter and remain in the workforce.
 
The Ben Johnson Educational Center is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
located in Natchitoches, Louisiana and founded in honor of the late Ben D. 
Johnson whose holdings represented one of the largest minority-owned 
enterprises in the state.  More importantly though was Mr. Johnson’s leg-
acy of a lifelong commitment to community.  The Ben Johnson Education-
al Center will utilize a social enterprise structure to serve the community 
with a Youth Workforce Development Program, Legacy Café, Teaching 
Farm & Green Market and a Shared Community Kitchen/Business Incu-
bator.
Claire Prymus, founder and Board Chair, “We would like to thank the City 
of Natchitoches and Mayor Posey for their investment in our program and 
our community.”
 
The mission of Ben D. Johnson Educational Center is to build community 
in Natchitoches and give access to social and economic success for all of 
its residents.

The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we 
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 species 
of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kangaroos 
and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy goats and 
baby roos. You never know what you may find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-on” 
with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We offer 
drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the comfort 
of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the petting 
zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!

Add beauty and value to your home 
with the professional installation of 

seamless aluminum gutters.

Wide Choice

of Colors

Benny Kilgore (318) 471-8997

Josh Kilgore (318) 471-9333

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

We offer gutter cleaning
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Consignment
New and Pre-Owned 

Furniture
Antique • Collectibles

Dining Tables
Bedroom Furniture

Home Decor
(12 months same as cash, with approved credit)

Shipping available on certain items.

STORE HOURS
10 to 6 Weekdays
10 to 4 Saturday
Closed Sunday

NAME BRANDS
Ashley, Drexel,
Thomasville &

Freedom

129 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

(Next to Taco Bell)

318-238-4600
Online Shopping at 

www.hometownconsignment.com

We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING FUN TO DO?

$5 TUESDAYS AT
PARKWAY CINEMA 6

All movies, all day!

Present your active student ID
Any other day for $1 off after 6!

Movie Info Line - 318-352-5109

Visit ACADIANACINEMAS.COM
for showtimes
1011 Keyser Avenue

Natchitoches, LA
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Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear
650 San Antonio Ave.     318-431-1503     Downtown Many 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

#awesomecrawfish
318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials

 Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp

Sat March 2 - Buster Jordan Project

Sat March  9- Uptown Jazz

Sat March 16- The Turn-Ups

Sat March 23- Cane Mutiny

Sat March 30- 4 Eternity

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

NEW PROGRAMS AVAILABLE FOR
MEDICARE & MEDICAID RECEIPIENTS

New programs in place for this year can help
you with not only MEDICAID BENEFITS but
also on DENTAL  and VISION.

Plus Two New Life Insurance Companies

Lock in your premium!
Lock in your coverage!

No Health Questions!

I WORK WITH MULTIPLE INSURANCE
COMPANIES AND WILL WORK FOR YOU!

CALL TODAY FOR

A FREE QUOTE:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items
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Joy Impact Counseling
Services, LLC

“Impacting Lives To Have A Future Full Of Joy”

Joy Impact Counseling Services, LLC is a licensed Behavior Health Service 
provider and CARF accredited. This organization has been in business for 
3 years. It was started by Rhonda Gibson Stewart a native of Natchitoches 
AKA (Cookie) and her husband AKA Bishop Kelvin Stewart This business 
is supported by the communities and surrounding areas in Natchitoches 
and Jonesboro. We started this journey because we saw a need for peo-
ple with mental and behavior health challenges.  We believed that we 
could make an impact in their lives.  And we have been doing just that 
with youth and adults ages 6-99 years old to bring assistance and sup-
port to help families have a balanced everyday life. Our staff include a 
Medical Director/ Clinical Psychologist, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 
Master Level Mental Health Professional, Bachelors level Mental Health 
Specialist, Admission Coordinator, Receptionist, Compliance officer and 
Quality Assurance officer. Joy Impact Counseling  staff believe that indi-
viduals can recover through quality treatment designed to help build an 
individual’s sense of self-empowerment, develop and maintain support-
ive family and community relationships, and implement useful behavior 
skills that assist with improvement within society.

Joy Impact Counseling Services Mission is committed to helping individ-
uals sustain effective mental health stability. We are also dedicated to 
empower youth and young adults to make informed and positive daily 
life choices, to take responsibility for self-care, and to achieve optimal 
levels of wellness in order to reach their full potential.

It is likely that each of us have known someone with a mental health or 
behavioral challenge. Mental health disorders do not discriminate based 
on age, race, gender, ethnicity, occupation, religion or economic back-
ground. For guidance in seeking treatment or just to talk to somebody 
who knows what you’re going through, Joy Impact Counseling Services 
mission is committed to helping individuals sustain effective mental 
health stability. 

If you are experiencing difficult and life changing situations, changes in 
your mood and behavior problems give Joy Impact Counseling services a 
call. Individuals who need assistance can call (318) 652-8140 or visit the 
Natchitoches office located at 415 Bienville St., Suite 6 in the Thomas 
Medical Building. Referrals are accepted by walk-ins, calling our office or 
Fax (318-521-8065)

Insurances accepted by Joy Impact Counseling services include the fol-
lowing Medicaid providers:

1. AmeriHealth Caritas Louisiana
2. United Healthcare
3. Louisiana HealthCare Connections
4. Aetna Better Health of Louisiana
5. Healthy Blue Louisiana
6. Magellan Health
Qualifications for the program include the following:

• Be a Medicaid recipient
• Be an adult with a mental illness or
• Be a child/adolescent with emotional and/or behavioral disorders as 

defined by (OBH).  
 
General Scope Of Services
• Assessment 
• Reassessment
• Community Support
• Individual Intervention (Children)/Supportive Counseling (Adults)
• Parent/Family Intervention (Counseling)
• Youth Psychosocial Skills Training Group
• Medication Management
• Adult Psychosocial Skills Training 

Also, if you are looking for a job, Joy Impact Counseling Services is cur-
rently hiring Mental Health Specialist (MHS) and Professionals (MHP) to 
provide individualized face to face interventions that are professionally 
delivered to clients in the surrounding areas. Resumes can be emailed 
to: jimpact.jic@outlook.com or dropped off at the Natchitoches office 
located at 415 Bienville St., Suite 6 in the Thomas Medical Building. Con-
tact Person: (Operational) Executive Director of Joy Impact Mrs. Angela  
Jones

About Behavioral health: it is a key part of a person’s overall well-being, 
and is just as important as physical health. It involves emotional, psy-
chological, and social well-being, and relates to an individual’s ability to 
function in everyday life and understanding of their concept of self. 

Youth and adults struggling with behavioral health may face stress, de-
pression, anxiety, relationship problems, grief, addiction, ADHD or learn-
ing disabilities, mood disorders, eating habits, drinking or other psycho-
logical concerns that either immediately or over time impact physical 
or mental health. Because behavioral health conditions are common, 
people of all ages, genders, races and ethnicities can experience these 
conditions. If left untreated, a behavioral disorder may have negative 
short-term and long-term effects on an individual’s personal and pro-
fessional life. Such as children who face suspension or expulsion for 
fighting, bullying or arguing with school authority figures. Adults may 
eventually lose their jobs and marriages can fall apart due to prolonged 
strained relationships. The earlier a behavioral disorder is diagnosed and 
properly treated, the more likely it is that a child or adult suffering from 
it will be able to control their behavior. 

Operational Executive Director of Joy Impact
 Mrs. Angela Jones

Chief Executive Directors of Joy Impact 
Mr. Kelvin Stewart and Mrs. Rhonda Stewart 

415 Bienville St., Suite 6,
Natchitoches, LA  71457 

In the Thomas Medical Building
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Upcoming Classes

38 hour class:
March 2,4,5, and 9

14 hour class:
March 16

Please call 
318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We have opened our 
new office and classroom at 317 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door to 
Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up for 
available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE 
IN NATCHITOCHES

Retail space in downtown Natchitoches
1816 sq. ft. for rent at 780 Front St., Unit #10

St. Denis Condos
For more information contact

Ronald D. Brandon
318-471-5075

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners

FINE PAYMENT (F):
Alfred Antoine, 1746 Lake St., Natch, LA  – PODP
Roy Babineaux, 206 Kelly St., Natch, LA  – SCDP, Exp MVI, No DL
Sammy Beaudion, 1420 Dean St., Natch, LA - DWI
Terri Black, 4523 Tannehill LN, Austin, TX - No Registration 
Jennifer Bradford, 3073 E. Hardtner, Urania, LA - Improper Lane Usage
Mary Bush, 120 Reba St., Natch, LA - DP
Wendy Cain, 1331 Washington Street, Natch, LA - NSB, No Insurance
Glenda Carter, 1203 Rusbo St., Natch, LA - DP
Amanda Colgrove, 1815 South Dr. Lot 1308, Natch, LA - TBS 
Lonetta Cross, 1125 Allen St., Natch, LA - TBS
Christopher Davis, 1556 Cherry Loop, Natch, LA - DP
James Dilworth, 127 Gabrielle Loop, Natch, LA - Exp MVI
Marilyn Essex, 312 Howell St., Natch, LA - Exp MVI
Geneshia Franklin, 127 Amanda Dr., Natch, LA - DWI 
Voisan Helaire, 521 Howell St., Natch, LA - SPOM
Primes Hill, 1405 Amelia Street, Natch, LA - DP
Maverick Hooper, 147 Bundrick Dr., Shreveport, LA - 
DWI
Quijanisha Johnson, 202 Miranda Loop, Apt. 2, Natch, 
LA - SPOM, No DL
Jakobi Malone, 356 West 76th St., Shreveport, LA - SPOM
Alvin Metoyer, 4908 Lakeview Dr., Natch, LA - License Plate Lights Re-
quired
Johnny Peters, 304 Watts St., Winnfield, LA - SPOM

Trial (T):
James Baggs, 1818 Hwy 117, Natch, LA - DWI, Hit & Run
Jaquavious Bonner, 197 Bayou Dr., Clarence, LA - NSB, No DL
Emma Booker, 1328 Silver St., Natch, LA - TBS
Ashley Croll, 1501 North 5th St., Natch, LA - TBS
Bryant Collins, 361 Blanchard Rd., Natch, LA - SPOM, (2) PODP
Donald Cousan, 605 Amulet St., Natch, LA - SB 
Roderick Demery, 1404 Grace Ave., Natch, LA - LM

DO YOU HAVE A 
WARRANT?

Natchitoches City Marshal Randy Williams 
would like to inform the following individuals 
that they have outstanding bench warrants 

through the Natchitoches City Marshal’s Office. 
Individuals listed did not pay their fines in full 
nor did they return to court on the court date 

they were sentenced to by City Court Judge Ga-
hagan. These individuals will need to clear up 
their fines and bench warrant fees at the City 

Marshal’s Office located at 328 St. Denis Street. 
to stop any further actions

Celebrating Black History 
– Carl Walters

Carl I. Walters Jr. became chief executive officer 
of the Outpatient Medical Center in Natchitoches 
in March of 2017. Walters brought over 27 years 
of for-profit, non-profit and FQHC executive lead-
ership to the system.

He has been recognized at the federal, state, and 
community level for his integrated health care 
delivery system fiscal, operational, marketing, 

clinical outcomes, and market share enhancement re-engineering exper-
tise/accomplishments.

The Outpatient Clinic has an operating budget of $6 million, has three 
physicians, six family nurse practitioners, three licensed clinical social 
workers and support staff. Walters holds a bachelor of science degree 
in Hospital Administration (Weber State University, Ogden, Utah) and a 
masters degree in Organizational Management (University of Phoenix, 
Ogden, Utah).

He is a former U.S. Naval Officer with U.S. Navy outpatient medical clinic 
command experience.

Walters and his wife, Jennifer, have two children.
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Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is
working hard to better meet our valued
parish families’ Medical, Dental, Urgent
Care and Behavioral Health Services
needs. We are looking for a few compas-
sionate community providers interested in
being a part of our progressive health sys-
tem for the following positions:

General Dentist – to provide core preven-
tative and minor restorative dental services
to patients of all ages.  

Practice Locations: Natchitoches
Health Center and Tallulah Health Center
(practice opportunity: full-time, part-time
or PRN)

Dental Hygienist – to provide core dental
hygienist services for patients of all ages.
Practice Locations: Natchitoches Health
Center, Tallulah Health Center, Leesville
Health Center (practice opportunity: full-
time, part-time or PRN)

Psychiatrist – to provide patient medica-
tion management and core outpatient Psy-
chiatric Services via a telemedicine
platform. Practice Locations: Natchi-
toches Health Center, Tallulah Health
Center, Leesville Health Center (practice
opportunity: part-time or PRN)

Licensed Clinical Social Worker – to
provide diverse integrated outpatient Be-
havioral Health Services to patients of all
ages. Practice Locations: Natchitoches
Health Center and Tallulah Health Center
(practice opportunity: full-time, part-time
or PRN)

I personally invite you to join a re-
spected, forward-thinking, community-fo-
cused, patient-focused health system that
has been on the front lines caring for our
valued parish families for over 40 years. If
you are a gifted patient-centered clinician
interested in making a positive difference
in the lives of our valued parish families,
please send your confidential resume to

Carl I. Walters II., Chief Executive Officer
at cwalters@outpatientmedical.org as I
want to talk to you. Come join our grow-
ing health system and be a part of our mis-
sion to offer high-quality, cost-effective,
medically-appropriate and culturally-sen-
sitive integrated Medical, Dental, Behav-
ioral Health, Urgent Care, Pediatric,
Pharmacy Services and Internal Medicine
Services that helps keep our valued parish
families healthy and whole!!!!!!!! Because
caring for you is what we do at Outpa-
tient Medical Center Inc.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

By: Carl I. Walters II., Chief Executive Officer, 
Outpatient Medical Center Inc. 

Re:  Support for Families in Crises  

Dear Parish Families,
Part of truly being there for our community encom-

passes Outpatient Medical Center Inc. understanding
what is going on in our community. In addition, suc-
cinctly, we are seeing:
1. An increase in domestic assault transpiring in our fam-
ilies
2. An increase in domestic battery transpiring in our fam-
ilies 
3. An increase in emotional abuse transpiring in our fam-
ilies 
4. An increase in physical abuse transpiring in our fami-
lies 
5. An increase in bullying transpiring 
6. An increase in family members turning to alcohol,
drugs, unprotected sexual activity 
7. An increase in family members suffering from low self-
esteem
8. An increase in family members suffering from depres-
sion and anxiety 
9. An increase in suicide ideation
10. People at increasingly younger ages without hope 

At Outpatient Medical Center Inc., we want to elevate
our community conversation about these things that are
affecting hardworking; good-hearted people each day. As
a community, we have to work harder making it more
comfortable and safer for people to talk about what is
going on and to encourage our valued family members to
seek professional when they find themselves struggling
with the pressures of life. Let’s face it, raising a family
and trying to offer our families a decent life today is get-
ting tougher and tougher. Sometimes we all just need a
shoulder to lean on, someone to talk to.  We need some-
one who will not judge our situation or us.  We need
someone who will provide us with the hope and gentle
support to help us get back up on our feet. That is what
we do at Outpatient Medical Center Inc. – listen, provide

confidential supportive help designed to help our valued
families stay healthy and whole. Our dedicated clinical
team is here for your family and you to help you talk
through and work through life’s occasional setbacks. Did
you know?

• We lose on average four people per hour to suicide 
• three women per day die from domestic violence from
the hands of a current or former partner 
• 38,028,000 women have experienced physical violence
at the hand of their partner in their lifetime
• 4, 477,000 women experience physical violence at the
hand of their partner every year
• A woman is beaten every 9 seconds in the United States 
• Domestic violence is the 3rd leading cause of homeless-
ness in the United States 
• 10,000,000 children are exposed to domestic violence
every year 
• Intimate partner violence is the leading cause of female
homicide and injury-related deaths during pregnancy

If you are struggling with life challenges, experiencing
family stressors, and self-esteem issues, suffer from de-
pression and/or anxiety, are in an abusive or threatening
relationship, are being subject to bullying and/or know
someone who is struggling with life, I/we encourage you
to call us today:

Natchitoches Health Center: 318-352-9299
Leesville Health Center: 337-238-1274
Tallulah Health Center: 318-574-1453

We can provide a confidential appointment to help you
take of you. If you cannot pay for the visit, that is not a
problem. Because at Outpatient Medical Center Inc., it is
not about the money. It is about you and doing what we
can to help you take good care of you and your family.
We have and will continue to be the health system for
good hardworking everyday people trying to do the best
they can with what they have. 

Outpatient Medical Center is your community health
center and on behalf of our Board of Directors and dedi-
cated professional staff, I encourage more parish families
to choose Outpatient Medical Center Inc. as your family’s
primary care home. When you can receive outstanding

medical care (to include Urgent Care) in a personal, pro-
fessional, culturally sensitive and cheaper fashion, doesn’t
it just make good sense to do so (smile)? So pick up that
phone to make an appointment with just walk-in or us and
allow our gifted staff to take good care of you. Because
caring for you is what we do at Outpatient Medical
Center Inc. Be well; be informed; be in touch and – be
healthy.  
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Becky Miller

PERSONAL SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON

by Kristy Sandel Knippers

Around The Town March Spotlight shines on 
Mrs. Becky Miller of Many. A lifelong resident 
of Sabine Parish, Becky is truly an asset to our 
community! A self-proclaimed dreamer; Becky 
has a huge heart, and loves to share that with 
anyone she meets! Without Becky, the city of 
Many – as well as the surrounding areas would 
really miss out on so much! 

 A 1993 graduate of Zwolle High School; Becky 
was a cheerleader and she credits this time 
to developing her interest in dance. (She did 
take dance lessons for two years in Junior High at Sugar N Spice Dance 
Studio, but she did not have a true interest until later.) During her high 
school years, the Zwolle Hawks were winning year after year at the state 
basketball tournaments, so it was a very exciting time especially to be a 
cheerleader! Not long after Becky graduated from high school, she start-
ed working at Nichols in Many. At that time, the late Miss Debbie Nichols 
owned/operated ‘Academy of Dance’; and so opened Becky’s world up to 
the love of dance! 

At a time when  Debbie needed more help at her studio, she approached 
Becky to help; her entire first year she spent teaching cheer. Things pro-
gressed quickly after that – For an entire year, Becky took private lessons 
with Debbie, to prepare her to take over teaching ‘Academy of Dance’. 
Becky did just that in 1995! It was difficult to continue teaching with-
out Miss Debbie; under ‘Academy of Dance’, (the studio was at Debbie’s 
house.) So, after one year, Becky went on to open her own studio ‘Dance 

Time’. For 13 years, Becky taught dance to 
many of the girls growing up in Sabine Par-
ish. In 2007, it was time for a break! Becky 
had three very active children at home, and 
they needed her the most. During her break 
from dancing, Becky started praise dance at 
her church. “It helped fulfill the dance I was 
missing, and I got to praise God at the same 
time!” Nine years later, in 2016, Becky opened 
‘Studio B Dance Company’ – she just could not 
stay away from her love of dance! 

“I love teaching dance! All the confidence and encouragement you can 
offer the little girls is amazing! I do not want any little girl to ever feel un-
worthy; sometimes I feel my purpose in life is to inspire the little girls to 
believe in themselves! It helps me to help them!” – Becky Miller

She was able to show her love of 
her community this past Christmas, 
around the town of Many. If you 
enjoyed the ‘selfie stations’ many 
of the businesses participated in; 
thank Becky! She had the awesome 
idea, and worked hard to get so 
many on board! (And take it from 
someone who personally took ad-
vantage of these through the sea-
son; they were an awesome opportunity for cute pictures with the kids!) 
The Community Christmas Caroling was another thing Becky organized; 
several groups from around Sabine Parish signed up for times to brave 
the cold and provide a wonderful sense of ‘home’ for everyone to enjoy! 
Becky also started the Children’s Christmas Musical at the Many Commu-
nity Center. She encouraged kids from around the parish to participate; 
sing, play instruments, and just be involved to highlight their talents! Lots 

of work/planning went into this, and it was a huge hit! I personally will 
be looking forward to the Children’s Musical for years to come! Becky 
describes herself as a dreamer; “I would watch the Hallmark Christmas 
movies and think ‘why can’t that be our town?” She put her dreams and 
inspiration to work, and it truly paid off for the Sabine Parish 2018 Christ-
mas season!

In 2014, as Becky was going through 
coats her daughter had outgrown, 
she had the passing thought of ‘these 
are too good to throw away and I 
don’t want to put them in a garage 
sale…’ She thought how awesome 
it would be, to have a place people 
could donate, and kids in our area 
could have their needs met as well. 
Becky literally made one Facebook 
post – through the encouragement 
of family and friends – Sabine Parish 
Coats for Kids was born. Each winter, 
Becky organizes this event! She reaches out to the community to donate 
coats, gloves, hats, and scarves of all sizes. The date varies, but Becky 
works hard to get the word out when people in need can go by and meet 
their winter weather needs. Sabine Parish Coats for Kids has truly been a 
blessing for our community, and we all have Becky Miller to thank! 

Becky married her husband, Jason in 2005. 
She is a wonderful mother to her four chil-
dren; Tyler, Zac, Timbo, and Jaci. In 2015, 
she started working at the Sabine Par-
ish Clerk of Court’s office, and now holds 
the position of deputy clerk. She faithful-
ly attends Trinity Baptist Church in Many; 
where she still participates in praise dance, 
performs sign language, as well as runs 
the sound/music each week. She loves the 
Lord, her family, and her community! To know Becky is to love Becky – she 
truly has a servant’s heart, and it shows within anything that she does! 
We look forward to the assets that we know will be coming for the Sabine 
Parish community because of Becky Miller and her dreams!

Becky’s Kids

Becky performing sign 
language at church

Becky at Coats for kids

Community Christmas 
Caroling

Becky's daugh-
ter, Jaci, and a 
friend at Coats 

for Kids

Becky with fellow
Studio B teacher,
Crystal Williams

Becky with some of her 
Studio B girls

Studio B Dance Company Christmas Show

Becky and her 
husband Jason
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ADVERTISE! 318-471-6948   aroundthetownla@aol.com

DISTRIBUTED MONTHLY AT 160+ LOCATIONS
ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR!

10,000 FREE PRINT EDITION DISTRIBUTED EACH MONTH
FREE ONLINE EDITION UPLOADED ON THE FIRST OF EACH MONTH

BUSINESS REVIEW SIZE
4.5” W X 2” H

$60 FOR ONE MONTH
$40/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/8 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 4”H

$80 FOR ONE MONTH
$60/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/4 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 8”H

$180 FOR ONE MONTH
$150/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/2 PAGE SIZE
HORIZONTAL • 10”W X 8”H

VERTICAL • 5”W X 16”H 
$300 FOR ONE MONTH

$250/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

FULL PAGE SIZE
10“W X 16”H

$575 FOR ONE MONTH
$450/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

NATCHITOCHES & SABINE PARISHES AND SABINE COUNTY
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Finest Memorials Since 1965 
Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of  North America

Member American Institute of  Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

EVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken

Manufactured Home Service
35 Years Experience, Licensed and Insured

New Skirting & Home Relevels,
Doubles and Singles

Mark Megason
1869 Allen Beulah Road

Robeline, LA 71469
318-472-6800

JESUS CHRIST STILL SAVES Rom. 10:9-13

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

On January 6, 2019 The Yasmine Jason family lost all of their belongings when their home, located at 761 Hwy 504 in Natchi-
toches, LA. was completely destroyed by fire. The family had NO Insurance. The Jason Family is a great customer to The All 
New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram. Mrs. Jason came in to the dealership after the fire to get some tires changed out for the 
vehicle she purchased. The All New Legacy donated the tires for her vehicle. We are asking the community to join us in standing 
behind this family as we do our best to help them get back on their feet. Our hearts ache for this family.

Will you donate money, supplies, clothes, food?S Any type of donations will be accepted.  

The All New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram would like to challenge all businesses in and around 
Natchitoches Parish to MATCH the $1,000 Donation that we are making!

THIS FAMILY NEEDS YOUR HELP & WE ARE HERE TO ASK YOU TO JOIN US IN REBUILDING 
THE JASON’S HOME AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.

To make a donation please visit the Go Fund Me Page Entitled: Yasmine Jason 761 Hwy 504 
Natchitoches La Home burn or bring your donation of any type to: 

Or Call
CALL ROCKY HARGISS ANYTIME (318) 518-9640 --- 24/7
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406 Pelican Drive, Pineville, LA 71360
318-730-6705

“Where the Love of God Dwells...”

ORDER OF SERVICES
Intercessory Prayer • Tuesday, 7pm

Bible Study • Thursday, 7pm
Sunday School • 10am

Sunday Worship • 12 Noon

“Come and get your New Start”Pastor
Amos T. Brown

Elect Lady
Carla Brown

March -
June 2019

Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $15.99 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer 
is assistant pastor at
Rock Island Baptist 

Church, Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

PLUmBing, LLc
o’Bannon

gLen o’Bannon, owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2019

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044
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Magnolia Lace Boutique

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Come Tan With Us
Best Tanning Bed Around

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

5 Sessions • $15
10 Sessions • $30

Unlimited Sessions • $40/mo.

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales Manager

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, Hamilton

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS

Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney C. Abington
Rodney@aapestsolutions.com

141 Cassidy Lane
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)



Page 21| Around The Town                      March 2019

Southern Belle
HAIR SALON

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318) 352-8650
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

Sabine Parish

GQ Fashions
hours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm
Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

Adidas & Nike Cleats
Dress Shirts & Vests

Men’s & Boy’s Suits
“If we don’t have what you need - we can order it”

Louisiana Sheriffs’
Scholarship Program 
Underway
They Louisiana Sheriffs’ scholarship program will award scholarships pro-
viding assistance to worthy Louisiana students in furthering their educa-
tion and training with resources made available through the Louisiana 
Sheriffs’  Honorary Membership Program.

According to Program Chair,  St. Charles Parish Sheriff Greg Champagne, 
This Scholarship Program is a meaningful expression of the Program’s re-
spect for education. It demonstrates our confidence in Louisiana youth...
our future leaders.
Scholarships of a maximum of $500 each will be awarded to graduating 
high school students from each parish where the Sheriff is an affiliate of 
the Honorary Membership Program.  Two students from Sabine Parish 
will each be awarded a $500 Scholarship this year.

There are no restrictions on the purposes for which scholarships are 
spent. The scholarships are not loans and will be awarded as gifts to de-
fray the rising cost of tuition and related expenses in higher education. 
The only limitations are that applicants be permanent residents of Lou-
isiana;  scholarships be utilized in higher education within the state of 
Louisiana; and students be enrolled as full-time undergraduate students.

Completed applications must be submitted to the Sheriff of the parish 
of the applicant’s permanent Louisiana residence by April 1st . Further, 
applicants must be eligible for admission to the school indicated on the 
application. The award will only be paid for attendance at institutions 
of higher learning within the state. All scholarship winners will be an-
nounced by May 1st  of each year.

Sheriff Champagne concluded, “Louisiana sheriffs are pleased with the 
Honorary Membership Program’s ability to 
bring scholarships to Louisiana students bound 
for a higher education. To continue to do so and 
find other important projects and initiatives, 
continued support of the Honorary Member-
ship Program is essential. We could not func-
tion without our Honorary Members.”

For further information regarding the Sheriffs’ 
Scholarship Program, contact Mary at Sabine 
Parish Sheriffs Office at 318-256-9241

Linda Curtis-Sparks Named 
22nd Member of Sabine 
Hall of Fame
Director of the Sabine Parish Tourist Commis-
sion, Linda Curtis-Sparks has been named the 
22nd member of the Sabine Hall of Fame. She 
will be inducted in banquet ceremonies on Tues-
day, March 26, at Siloam Baptist Church.

Known as a community leader, she is a 1966 
graduate of Many High School where she was 
a member of the band, a majorette and Miss 
MHS. In addition, she was crowned Miss Sabine Parish. Ms. Curtis-Sparks 
was raised in First Baptist Church of Many and is one of four children born 
to Geraldine and Douglas W. Curtis, Sr. She earned a degree in Speech/
Hearing Pathology and Public Speaking at Northwestern State University, 
plus 30 hours credit. She taught school at Florien before opening Merle 
Norman Cosmetics and House of Gifts. She served on the Town of Many 
City Council from 1989-2002. She also served as Executive Director of the 
Sabine River Authority, State of Louisiana. Now Director of the Sabine 
Parish Tourist Commission, she is devoted to Toledo Bend Lake and is co-
ordinating a three-year celebration of “No Man’s Land.” Upon induction, 
she will join her brother, John W. Curtis, who was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 2016, thus becoming the first brother and sister to be honored in 
the Hall. Around The Town would like to congratulate Ms. Sparks for her 
accomplishments.



Deputies to Provide
Security at all Sabine
Parish Schools
Sheriff Ronny Richardson is happy to announce 
that the Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Office and the Sa-
bine Parish School Board has entered into a Coop-
erative Endeavor Agreement to provide Deputies 
on all  school campuses throughout the parish.  “Dr. 
Sarah Ebarb and the entire School Board should be 
congratulated for helping make this need a reali-
ty”, said Richardson.  Trained Deputies will be all 
schools within the parish soon. “We are delighted 
and look forward to working with the school board 
to keep our children safe”, the sheriff stated.
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COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • Seafood • Steak 
Fingers • Hand Battered Onion Rings • Livers • Breast 

Filets • Much, Much More

Call In Orders To Go

256-3953
105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

Uncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

Come and be a part of a growing church!
Children and their families are warmly welcomed!

MT. HOREB CHURCH
720 Farm Rd. 1 • San Augustine, TX 75972

(936) 488-9080
PASTORS DAVID & GIA BOYD

LOVE • ACCEPTANCE • FORGIVENESS

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. JOHN 10:10

Sunday School 10:00 AM • Morning Service 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 PM

Children’s Church (on Sunday) & Monthly Activities
Monthly Men & Women’s Fellowship Meetings

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm
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We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, decor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, 
Lone Star feed, various seeds, 
dog, horse & cattle supplies, 
Bonnie Plants & Tops Plus dog 
food.

Caleb & Stacie Rivers, Owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992

Magnolia Lace Boutique
where every lady leaves feeling like a southern belle!

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-
       attach 6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

425 Teurling Dr Many LA  71449

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

Awesome Toledo Bend Camp
3 BD 2 BA  1120 sq ft +/-
1.0 ac+/- waterfront lot

Listing Agent:  
Tony R Pugh 318-602-8966

Ronald D. Brandon, Broker

318.256.6410
318-256-0775

Lee Lee’s
Children’s

Boutique
Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA

AROUND THE TOWN
REMEMBERS...

JAMES COCO
James Coco was a local mortician and manager of 
the First National Funeral Home at Natchitoches, 
LA. He wed Clara Belle Stringer of Midland, Tex-
as. Their children were: James Gary, Lucy De-
lores, Charles Anthony and Elizabeth Ann.

Mr. Coco was a son of Albert F. Coco and Rhonda 
Escude.

Albert F. Coco was a descendant of Dominic Bal-
donide who came to America with Lafayette to 
fight with the American Revolutionary Army. 
After the Revolution he migrated to Pointe Cou-
pee, La. and from there to the Alexandria area 
near Marksville, La. 

There are several versions of how the name Bal-
donide changed to Coco. This is not unusual in 
this section of Louisiana. For example: Lebrun, 
nickname for Jean Bossier; Duprez, nickname for 
Francois Dion Derbonne; and Dauphine, nickname 
for Charles Bertrand.

These three nicknames are now family names 
in the central Louisiana area.



Elementary Students 
Treated to Mini Operetta
by O. Chip Robinson

Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders 
from several elementary schools 
in Vernon Parish were recently 
treated to a mini operetta courte-
sy of Vernon Arts Council and the 
Vernon Parish Chamber of Com-
merce.

Through a collaborative effort the Vernon Arts Council and the Vernon 
Parish Chamber of Commerce brought performers from the Shreveport 
Opera Xpress to perform a total of six mini operettas targeting bullying 
and lying for the students.

The Shreveport Opera Xpress (SOX) program is the educational and out-
reach touring program of Shreveport Opera. It brings opera directly to 
schools throughout Louisiana, East Texas and South Arkansas. SOX pro-
vides educational programming and outreach to children, youth and 
adults.

Anne Causey of the Vernon Parish Chamber of Commerce said the pro-
gram is an excellent way to expose children to the Arts and the shows 
they perform are exceptional teaching tools. “And the children really en-
joy them” Causey said.

Performers Kaitlin McMonigle, Flora Wall, Mark Tempesta and Spencer 
Reichman performed “The Bully Bully” and “Leo the Lyin’ Lion” for the 
students while pianist Ah Young Kim played.

They performed “Leo the Lyin’ Lion” for 1st graders at East Leesville Ele-
mentary on Tuesday, on Wednesday they performed it for kindergarten 
and 1st grade students at Pickering Elementary, then again for 1st graders 
at Parkway Elementary on Thursday.

Also on Tuesday 2nd grade Students at West Leesville Elementary were 
treated to “The Bully Bully”, as were 2nd graders at Pickering Elementary 
on Thursday and 2nd graders at Parkway Elementary on Thursday.
“The Bully Bully” is a 45-minute opera that teaches children about bully-
ing and how to hand bullying situations.

“Leo the Lyin’ Lion” is also a 45-minute opera that teaches children about 
the problems that arise when you don’t tell the truth.

Both operas are geared toward children in K-4th grades and SOX performs 
them for 35,000-45,000 students each year.

Michelle Anderson, a board member of the Vernon Arts Council, said that 
over the years the Arts Council has experienced dwindling audiences for 
community productions so they decided to put their money into school 
programs. With the decline in arts programs in schools and our rural loca-
tion, the majority of the students in Vernon Parish will never see an opera 
in their lives.

That is why the Vernon Arts Council made the decision to bring SOX to the 
students in Vernon Parish.
“So far it seems to be working, the children love it” Anderson said.
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Vernon Parish

Authement to Retire After 
10 Years
Hughes, President/CEO announces Janelle 
Authement has retired after 10 years of ser-
vice to Merchants & Farmers Bank, and the 
communities they serve.

A retirement reception was held on Wednes-
day, January 30, 2019 from 12-2pm at Mer-
chants & Farmers, 4091 Nelson Road in Lake 
Charles. 
Authement’s career at Merchants & Farmers 
began on September 8, 2008 as a Teller. She 
was then promoted to Assistant Cashier/
New Accounts Representative and was re-
sponsible for providing customer service for the retail banking business of 
prospective and existing customers, the opening of new accounts, main-
tenance of accounts, the personal banking concepts through the sale of 
other retail banking services including Remote Deposit Capture and Cash 
Management, making draws on Lines of Credit and back up for the Teller 
Line and Vault Teller.

Janelle was born in Lake Charles, Louisiana and graduated from Barbe 
High School in 1974. She currently resides in Lake Charles.

She has two children—Kendee (38) and Ricky (34); three grandchildren—
Colby (19), Brevynn (9) and Jolie (3). Her retirement plans include travel-
ing and spending time with her children and grandkids.

“I have enjoyed working with everyone at Merchants & Farmers who have 
become my work family. During my time here, I have met some awesome 
customers whom I spoiled. I will dearly miss my coworkers and custom-
ers,” states Authement.

In operation since 1928, Merchants & Farmers Bank is an independent 
community bank headquartered in Leesville, LA with seven full-service 
locations in six cities.

Among the first of Louisiana banks to establish online banking, Merchants 
& Farmers offers a variety of banking products and services.

FTCA Celebrates
Homecoming

Faith Training Christian Academy held its annual homecoming festivities 
recently. Senior Kaylee Fleshman, daughter of Rob and Michelle Flesh-
man, was crowned the 2018-2019 FTCA Homecoming Queen. Other 
members of the court as pictured were (front row, left to right) Vivian 
Nguyen (Sophomore), Rylee Neely (Junior), Shianne Zayas (Junior), Tins-
ley Blakeney (Sophomore), (back row, left to right) Hannah Kuesters (Se-
nior), Delaina Doyle (Senior), Kaylee Fleshman - Queen (Senior), Hallie 
Kay (Senior), and Kayla Young (Senior).

Land Donation Clears Way 
for New Concession
Facility
A land donation is moving plans forward for 
a much needed new concession facility at the 
Pitkin Baseball Park in Pitkin, Louisiana.

The Pitkin Baseball Association has received a 
land donation from Leonard Johnson, owner 
of Johnson Forestry.

After talking with League President, Jesse Lentz about the needs of the 

ballpark, Johnson sets in motion plans that otherwise were off the table.
“After having multiple conversations of building a new concession facility, 
in order for us to take the next step, the land issue was really critical being 
that it was somewhat landlocked.

With the upcoming season in near sight, plans to design and erect con-
struction are expected to move forward quickly,” Lentz said.
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Get Peace of Mind
today for a more secure

TOMORROW!
Final Expense Insurance provide an affordable and

convenient way to manage finances for the end of life.
• Whole Life Insurance
• Affordable rates that can NEVER be increased
• Benefits that can NEVER be reduced
• Choose the benefit you need - up to $35,000!
• Simple application with no medical exam
• Protection that can NEVER be cancelled
• IMMEDIATE benefits from the very first day
• Don’t leave a financial burden on your loved ones
• This Final Expense Funeral Plan will provide the needed 

funds for your final expenses

The average funeral costs be-
tween $8,000 and $10,000

Are you prepared? Final Expense Insurance provides you and your family 
with a cash burial program of permanent life insurance.

I work with multiple insurance
companies and will work for YOU!

Call today for
a free quote:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

• Premium payable: EFT, Direct Monthly Bill or Debit/Credit Card 
• Payable Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually or Annually
• Select first billing month - Select billing day or billing week
• Draft upon approval
• Does proposed insured receive Social Security, Social Security Disability, SSI, 

VA Retirement and/or VA Disability

8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

Rockin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

Robin

MedExpress Granted
Permit byVernon Parish
Police Jury

After months of discussion, the Vernon Parish Police Jury voted to grant 
MedExpress a non-exclusive permit to work in the parish at Wednesday’s 
meeting. The decision was their solution to reports of long response 
times in rural areas from Acadian ambulance, the primary provider in the 
parish.

Mark Majors, CEO of MedExpress said the company looks forward to giv-
ing residents a choice in emergency service.

“In my opinion, this is one of the best gifts the police jury has given the 
community at large,” he said. “I think Vernon Parish has tapped into a 
regional rejection of ‘take it or leave it’ monopoly types of systems. I 
think that now that the community has choices, it puts it back to where 
it should be with health care, where there are options where cost con-
tainment is a big issue. Where response time and performance and the 
quality of care for the people is back at the front of the line.”

Acadian’s Community and Government relations manager Paul Fuselier 
said it wasn’t the outcome the company wanted. At Wednesday’s meet-

ing, Fuselier addressed the police jury and assured Acadian employees 
about their future. He still stands by the companies belief in a single ser-
vice system.

“We can’t have a sale tomorrow and say we will you 50 percent off all 
heart attacks and expect that our call volume is going to increase because 
we’re having a sale on transporting anybody who has a heart attack. It 
just doesn’t work that way,” said Fuselier explaining how different private 
ambulance companies are compared to retailers. “What happens when 
you divide those finite calls up, that’s when you run into trying to keep 
the resources and keep all the other things available to do what you want 
to do.”

On the same note, Fuselier explained that Acadian’s practice of trans-
porting patients by ambulance is how the company makes money. But 
he emphasized that a non-critical transport would never take precedent 
over an emergency.

Majors says the next step for MedExpress is adding a $50,000 four wheel 
drive ambulance to travel down hazardous roads.

“It works for what they’re asking for. It’s something that’s very service-
able, low mileage. It came off a government contract.”

Fuselier added that despite the decision, Acadian will continue to make 
improvements as well.

“We’re committed to what we do and that’s providing the best profes-
sional EMS service possible.”

The two companies have 90 days to negotiate a contract with the Vernon 
Parish Police Jury, who now has the authority to revoke their permit due 
to non-compliance of any contracts, ordinances or policies. Contracts will 
be re-evaluated in December.
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VILLAGE OF ROBELINE
“Progress in the Making”

Monthly Update

The work continues at the Robeline School Complex. Since our last monthly up-
date the building which use to be the Robeline High School gymnasium  has been 
completely gutted. It will be used for an open air pavilion that  will provide various 
activities for the community. Nolan Powell Construction was in charge of the dem-
olition project.

Shown is the Old Robeline School Gymnasium that has been gutted since 
our last update. The site will soon become an open air pavilion for com-
munity events. Remodeling of the old restrooms are underway. The newly-remodeled 

men's and women's facilities will be available during functions at the Ro-
beline Community Center and Robeline Little League events.

Shown is the slab where the Robeline High School once stood.  This area is 
being cleared to assist with activities at the Robeline Community Center.

Pictured is the slab on which the Old Robeline Elementary school once 
stood. Plans are to utilize the area for parking during events at the Robe-
line Community Center.
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ROBELINE LITTLE LEAGUE HIGHLIGHTS 

The cleaning and renovations have started for the Robeline Ball Park. Robeline will 
now be back in the Summer League. Anyone interested in donating time and help-
ing with this project are encouraged to contact any member of the Robeline Little 
League. Other improvements include installation of new lighting,  remodeling of 
restrooms, fence repairs and painting and dirt work. Robeline Little League is also 
selling T-Shirts for $15 to raise funds to help with the ball park improvements
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Fiction-Ally

St Patrick’s Day Tale
by Patricia Mouton

This is a fictional story, but for fun, say 
the Irish part in *Brogue* (meaning an 
Irish accent)) *“Top of the mornin’ to 
ya”*

Sam looks up to see Mr. O’Hare greet-
ing Mrs. Thomas, the store owner. Sam 
works at the general store 5 afternoons 
a week after school to earn a little mon-
ey. He is set to join a club today, and he 
must pass a test before full admission. He was nervous about
this test. He glances at the clock. It feels like time has dragged on all after-
noon. Just 7 more minutes.

*“Sam, how ar’ ya, ladie?”*

“Oh, hi Mr. O’Neal. I’m good. I’m about to get off work.” He pauses, then 
adds. “Do you need help with anything?”

*“No. I’ll be ‘bout me way.”* Mr. O’Neal says as he disappears around the 
corner to the next aisle. Sam checks the time and realizes it’s finally time 
to leave. Not giving Mr. O’Neal another thought, Sam races out the door 
making the meeting just in time. When the test is reveal, Sam and the 2 
other boys glance at each other. One of the boys says in disbelieve, “The 
haunted house!?” The older club members just laugh.
-------
Standing at the gate looking up at the dark exterior of the 2-story house, 
“There is no such thing as ghost.” Sam says trying to ease their nerves.
The test was to knock on the door. If no one answered, they were to try 
the door and if it opened they had to step inside. The club leader didn’t 
say how long they had to stay or how far they had to step inside. They 
agreed among themselves on the way over that they would take one step 
inside, then back out. Sam leads the way. They take tentative steps down 
the path and up onto the weather-beaten porch. The steps creaks under 
their weight. The two following Sam, hesitating before stepping up the 3 
steps onto the porch. They hang back. It only takes one person to knock 
– right.

Sam pauses. The dark massive front door towers above him with its peel-
ing paint and panel set so that it looks like a frowning face, has a fright-
ening appearance. Up close, it felt alive. Sam didn’t believe in ghost. Yet, 
standing here, he admits, if any house looked haunted, this one did. Sam 
raises his had to knock, just as the door starts to open slowly with a slow 
creaky noise to accentuate the motion. Sam stands roots to his position 
at the door, while the other two boys nearly fly down the steps and to the 
car without stopping.

Peeking around the door, Sam sees a familiar face. “Mr. O’Neal?”

*“Don’t be lettin’ out the warm aire.”* Mr. O’Neal says in a light and play-
ful way. Sam steps over the threshold and stops. Sam looks around in sur-
prise. The inside looks well lived in, and looks much nicer than expected. 
He had expected the house to be mostly empty with lots of cobwebs and 
maybe even a mouse or two. Instead, it was full of comfortable looking 
furniture, a fire burning in the fireplace and the delicious smell of food 
cooking. He couldn’t help remark, “I didn’t think anyone lived here. The 
outside looks like it hasn’t been lived in for years!”

*“Aw, it keeps a bit of mystery ‘bout the place.”*

Mr. O’Neal stands holding on to the door knob with a smile. Sam, feeling 
awkward, makes a hasty retreat. He did after-all just walked into some-
one’s home without an invite. “Okay then. Sorry to have bother you.” He 
says as he backs out the door, “I’ll see you around.”

*“Aw. I must be going too.” *

Halfway down the path, Sam stops. Replaying Mr. O’Neal’s last words, 
“Must be going?” That was odd thing to say. He looks back at the house 
and sees Mr. O’Neal sitting in a rocking chair on the porch. A rocking chair 
that he knows was not there before. As if his feet were moving on their 
own, they carry him back to the porch. He couldn’t help, but stare at the 

little man in the bright green suit and hat seated next to Mr. O’Neal.

“Is that a…?” He was so shocked at what he is seeing he stumbled on the 
question. Still being afraid to say it out-loud for fear to be thought crazy, 
he leans closer to Mr. O’Neal and whispers, “Is that a leprechaun?”

Mr. O’Hare, winks and teases *“Now, Ladie. Where would ya be gettin an 
idea as all that?”*

Just then a car horn beeps and Sam 
turns quickly to see his friends waiting 
for him. When he turns back, the two 
are gone. So is the rocking chair.
“This is crazy. I must have imagined it 
all. Yeah, that’s what happened.” Sam 
reasons. If he did believe in ghost, then 
he would admit, he hears laughter as he 
turns to leave.

Was that the ghost of Mr. O’Hare? Did he see a real Leprechaun? Was it 
even real? Will anyone really ever believe him, if it was?

Wherever you go and whatever you do, may you 
have a little dance in your step, a smile on your face 

and the luck of the Irish there with you!
Happy St Patricks Day!!
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T H E  C A J U N  C O O K

Sudoku FunCrossword
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h Our Pledge...

Around the Town and it’s publishers seek to provide 
the people of this area with news and information about 
the current events and happenings in the categories of din-
ing, entertainment, sports and the arts, while providing a 
venue for retail and commercial establishments, as well as 
local artisans, non-profit and service organizations to pres-
ent themselves to the public. We also strive to feature some 
of the rich history and culture this area is particularly known 
for. 
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552
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LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

Mon-Sat • 81m-10pm
Sun • 8am-2pm

Terry & Pam Tedder
Owners (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER
LeChic Salon/Barber

99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA
318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by Rick Zelle

From the World’s Most Beautiful
and Expensive Woods

604 Keyser Avenue
Natchitoches, LA 71457 318-354-7772

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 

3285 Old Sabine Town Rd., Hemphill, TX 75948 

Dine-In & Catering Available 
Charles & Barbara Weaver (Owners) 

Larry Weaver (Manager) 

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

Make a Difference

Adopt a Pet

Spay and Neuter

AUTO GLASS REPLACEMENT & REPAIR

P & J Embroidery & Monogramming

604 Keyser Ave., Natchitoches, LA

(318) 354-7772

GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST
Line Dancing Classing
Being Held at NSU
Northwestern State University’s Office of Electronic and Continuing Edu-
cation will offer a Line Dane class each Tuesday, at 5:30 p.m. in  Room 127 
of the Health and Human Performance Building. The class will be held 
each Tuesday through March 19. The fee is $65.
 
Line Dancing is a fun way to dance socially without a dance partner.  
Dancing styles covered in this class will include country western, zydeco, 
hip-hop and an introduction to salsa and waltz.
 
For more information on NSU 
non-credit programs, go to nsula.edu/
ece/non-credit-programs/ or call (800) 
376-2422 or (318) 357-6355.  To reg-
ister for classes, go to checkout.nsula.
edu.
 
To learn more about NSU’s online 
non-credit courses visit gatlineduca-
tion.com/nsula  or ed2go.com/nsu/.

NSU Has Record Spring
Enrollment of 10,155

Northwestern State University has a spring enrollment of 10,155, which is 
the largest for a spring semester in the university’s 135-year history. The 
previous record of 9,931was set last spring.
 
The registration count increased by 224 students or 2.2 percent over last 
spring.
 
“The record spring enrollment is a reflection of the outstanding work 
done by our faculty, staff, students, alumni and friends of the universi-
ty in moving Northwestern forward,” said Northwestern State President 
Dr. Chris Maggio. “Larger numbers of students are selecting to attend 
Northwestern because of its strong academics, the excellent student life 
experience and the effort that goes into preparing our students for the 
workforce of tomorrow.”
 
The university has enhanced student life by opening the Campus Market-
place, which includes the campus bookstore and Chick-fil-A restaurant 
which began operations last week.
 
Major capital improvements have been made including a new parking 
lot at Watson Library, overlay of Caspari Street and upgrades in several 
classroom buildings. An outdoor stage at Iberville Green will be complet-
ed soon.
 
Students and faculty continued to bring national and international ac-
claim to the university through their accomplishments. In academics, 
students had a 100 percent passage rate on the NCLEX exam. The first 
cohort of BSN students completed their clinical studies on the Natchi-
toches campus. In the School of Business the first inaugural Inferno Pitch 
competition took place. NSU recorded the highest student-athlete gradu-
ation rate in school history, The univer-
sity was among the recipients of a high-
ly-competitive Department of Education 
Teacher Quality Partnership grant.

The university maintained its ranking 
as a Military Friendly institution for the 
ninth time.

DeSoto Parish Educator 
Job Fair

Students from Northwestern State University’s School of Education at-
tended and presented NSU at the DeSoto Parish Educator Job Fair, an 
event organized to inform and recruit future teachers.

NSU was one of four universities represented at the fair. NSU students 
spoke with over 90 DeSoto Parish juniors and seniors that have expressed 
an interest in becoming teachers and shared stories of why they chose to 
become a teacher, their Residency experience and how NSU professors 
and curriculum have prepared them for the classroom. 

Information on NSU’s School of education is available at education.nsula.
edu.

Columns Cafe Will Serve 
Lunch for Spring Semester

The Columns Café at Northwestern State University will be open for lunch 
during the spring semester with seatings at 11 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Stu-
dents from the Hospitality Management and Tourism program will pre-
pare and present plate lunches with dessert and choice of tea or water.

The Columns Café is located in Room 225 on the second floor of the Fam-
ily and Consumer Sciences building. The Café is run by students who plan, 
prepare and execute seasonal, locally-sourced lunch and dinner meals. 
Proceeds go towards student scholarships and departmental funds to 
support the success of the program.

Advance reservations are required. To make reservations, visit https://
columnscafelunchfeb7th.eventbrite.com. Patrons will be contacted with 
a confirmation. Seating is directed to ensure all seats are full.

Upcoming lunches for the Spring 2019 semester will be on March 7, April 
11 and May 2. Themed dinners will be served at 6 p.m. on Jan. 31 (Italian), 
Feb. 28 (Mardi Gras), March 14 (Spanish) and April 25 (Greek).

For more information, contact Landon Amberg at (318) 357- 5072 or am-
bergl@nsula.edu.

From left are Joy Newman, Morgan Burris, LeKayla Smith, Carter Coriell, 
Alicia King, and Jayden Wheeler. 



NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
If the All New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram can’t get you into a vehicle,

you just can’t buy one! Experience is everything when getting a deal approved

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!

Come See Our Huge Selection of Pre-Owned Inventory

“With These Prices, Stay In Town, No Need To Drive Anywhere!”
“Special Finance Rebates Included In All Pricing”

Our Service is Second to None. 
Come check out our NEW Service Dept. !

COME SEE US TODAY

SAVE

THOUSANDS

2019 Ram 1500 4 Door Truck
Stock # R9020

ONLY $23,900
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INVENTORY LEVELS AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY
WE NEED THE ROOM

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED
NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY!

Come Check Out Our Large Selection Of Pre-Owned Inventory!

2019 Ram 1500  Crewcab Big 
Horn Trucks; Stock # R9005

$10,000 OFF

Brand New SUV W/3rd Row 
Seating;  Stock # D6045

Starting At $16,990

SAVE
THOUSANDS

  2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Stock # J9045

Starting at $31,000

NEW Jeep Cherokee Latitude 
Plus; Stock # J9036

$5000 OFF

Save Thousands 
on New 2500 and 

3500 Ram Trucks


