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Sheriff Victor Jones
Announces Retirement in 
2020
 After winning five successful elections 
for sheriff since 1999, Natchitoches Parish 
Sheriff Victor Jones, Jr. announced today he 
won’t seek re-election this year and will re-
tire at the end of his term in 2020.

“When my term as sheriff is complete next 
year, I will have over 43 years of working 
in the Sheriff’s Office. It has been the most 
rewarding career I could have ever imag-
ined. I am so thankful to my fellow deputies 
through the years and the current team in 
the Sheriff’s Office who work tirelessly to serve the citizens of our parish.

This is a good time for me and for the office to make this transition. We 
have a great group of trained professionals in the office who will continue 
to serve the next administration well. As for me, I am in good health and 
am looking forward to enjoying my family and friends in retirement,” said 
Jones.
Jones began his career with the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office in 
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Zwolle Loggers and
Forestry Festival Set for 
May 10 - 11

Zwolle Loggers and  and Forestry festival is held each year on the second 
weekend in May. Much of Zwolle’s  and even the entire Toledo Bend ar-
ea’s local industry once revolved around the logging business. Still today, 
the Zwolle area is dependent upon the logging industry. So it is fitting that 
a group of local leaders came up with the idea of the Zwolle Logger’s and 
Forestry Festival. 

The festival pays tribute to all the logging and forestry families and indus-
tries in the town and Parish. Activities include a Blessing of the Fleet (log 
trucks), parade, logging activities, contests, music, food, arts and crafts, 
and forestry exhibits. (See full schedule of events in this issue on page 31).

Make plans to come out to this year’s 25th annual festival which will be 
held on May 10 and 11th on these the Zwolle festival grounds located at 
1100 Main St. in Zwolle.

For more information call Lela Malmay at 318-645-9317 or  318-471-2354 
or Ronnie Brandon at 318-256-5910.

1977, beginning as a dispatcher and a patrol deputy. He ascended through 
the ranks during his years of service, working in every department of the 
office. In 1992, Jones was selected to attend the FBI National Training 
Academy in Quantico, Virginia.

Jones was first elected Sheriff in 1999 and was re-elected four subsequent 
times, the most recent election earning 91% of the votes cast. In 2011, 
Jones was enshrined in the Louisiana Criminal Justice Hall of Fame for his 
leadership in the promoting community and youth services as an integral 
part of a sheriff’s office.

“I have always said that you measure success in law enforcement not 
by counting how many people you put in jail, but how many people you 
helped make the right choices to stay out of jail.

That has been my motto since I first put on the badge,” said Jones.
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Colonel Darby and The 
Rangers
by Rickey Robertson
                      
In May 1940 Louisiana began to be invaded. No 
not by an enemy army, but by the units of the 
United States Army who would be part of the 
first units to maneuver throughout the Sabine 
Area. The Sabine Area, an extensive area laid 
out on maps for maneuver use ran from the Red 
River westward to the Sabine River and south 
towards Lake Charles. Lt. General Stanly Embick 
was the overall commander of this first maneuver and had his headquar-
ters at Camp Beauregard, La. At Camp Beauregard was the Blue Army 
Zone and the Red Army Zone was from below Jasper, Texas and north to 
Nacogdoches. In these maneuvers came many enlisted men and officers 
who in the coming years of World War II would make great achievements 
and would become famous as commanders of specialized units. One 
young officer destined to become famous was William Orlando Darby.

William “Bill” Darby was born in Fort Smith, Arkansas on February 8, 1911 
and grew up in this town. He attended the First Methodist Church with 
his parents and went to elementary school in town. And when he was 
old enough he attended Fort Smith High School. While in high school he 
set his goal in life to attend and graduate from the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point. He managed to get an appointment to the Academy and 
two weeks after graduating from high school he headed for West Point to 
begin his new career. Due to his leadership qualities noted by the Officers 
at the Academy, he was promoted to Cadet Captain and was placed in 
charge of a Cadet Company. Darby graduated in the USMA Class of 1933 
and was ranked 177 out of 346 in his class. Upon graduating from West 
Point he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Field Artillery.

Darby’s first posting was with the 1st Cavalry Division with the unit’s horse 
drawn artillery. By 1939 he graduated from the Field Artillery School at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma. By 1940 when Germany had over-ran France and de-
stroyed the British Expeditionary Forces, Captain Darby found himself and 
other US Army units at Camp Beauregard, Louisiana preparing for the first 
field maneuvers to be held in the new training area known as the Sabine 
Area. This maneuver would be a test to see how prepared for war the 
United States Army was. This maneuver would find great deficiencies of 
men, vehicles, equipment, and most of all leadership in the ranks of the 
officers.

In early May 1940 ,units of the US Army begin to arrive at Camp Beaure-
gard, Louisiana to conduct the 3rd Army Maneuvers that would be under 
the command of Lt. General Stanley Embick. Over 70,000 men arrived for 
this training exercise, with William Darby being right in its midst. Units of 
all branches of the army, cavalry, infantry, supply, artillery, and signal were 
prepared for the maneuver. During this maneuver the Blue Army located 
in Louisiana and the Red Army located in encampments in and around 
Jasper, Texas met and fought skirmishes all through West Central Loui-
siana. During this training exercise artillery units, including Darby’s, con-
ducted heavy bombardment of targets thoughout the maneuver area. At 
the end of May 1940 the maneuvers came to a halt and the findings were 
shocking due to the shortage of men, equipment, vehicles, and supplies 
of all types. Many units used broom sticks and put signs denoting them 
as a machine gun, and would even put signs on the sides of trucks stating 
it was a tank. The US Army was not prepared for war. And many officers 
were found to be lacking in leadership potential and were relieved. But 
William O. Darby was one officer whose light shone bright. He showed 
exceptional leadership skills that were noted by Headquarters.
 
On January 5, 1942 Captain Darby was assigned as aide-de-camp to Major 
General Russell Hartle and by the end of January 1942 he landed along 
with the first American troops in Belfast, Northern Ireland. As the gener-
al’s aide he helped plan training for the troops who one day would land in 
France.  In England one of the most famous units was the Commando’s. 
The fast and hard hitting units had surprised the Germans on many occa-
sions. The success of these units was noted by American officers and un-
der the command of Colonel Lucian Truscott a new unit would be formed 
in the American Army. This special unit would be commanded by Lt. Col-
onel William O. Darby and would be named Rangers, and every man in 
the unit would be an all-volunteer unit. This unit trained extremely hard 
with the British Commando instructors at Achnacarry, Scotland and they 
became adept at all types of commando operations.
 

Lt. Colonel Darby led his Rangers into battle in North Africa, Sicily, and It-
aly. And from one battalion of Rangers the unit had grown to four. Darby, 
who had been trained in the field artillery, was an expert in bring in artil-
lery and mortar fire upon the enemy. And eventually he manages to form 
a cannon company and mortar unit that would conduct fire missions to 
assist the Rangers. The Rangers became famous for their fighting capabili-
ty but they actually were never for missions they were trained for. Several 
times they were used just as infantry in assisting units as they attacked. 
And at Anzio, the Rangers were almost wiped out by the massive German 
Counterattack.  But they fought to the last man and the last bullet. And Lt. 
Colonel Darby was right there with his men.

In 1944 now Colonel Darby was assigned to the War Department in Wash-
ington D.C. In March 1945 he went on an observation tour of the Italian 
Front with General Henry Arnold. When they arrived in Italy on April 23, 
1945 the assistant division commander of the 10th Mountain Division was 
wounded and Colonel Darby took command at Trento. Through his lead-
ership the 5th Army broke out from the Po Valley and began to attack the 
Germans. On April 30, 1945 Colonel Darby was briefing and issuing orders 
to his officers near Trento for an envelopment of retreating German units 
that were attempting to escape. While briefing the officers a German ar-
tillery shell exploded right in the midst of the gathering of officers, killing 
Colonel William O. Darby, one sergeant, and wounding many others. An 
American Hero was dead. The man who had trained as an artillery officer 
and who had formed and led the legendary Rangers was killed only two 
days before the German Army surrendered in Italy.

Colonel Darby was only thirty four years old at his death. Upon his death 
he was promoted to Brigadier General. This fighting officer had been 
awarded three Purple Hearts; two Distinguished Service Crosses, the Sil-
ver Star, Legion of Merit, Russian Order of Kutuzov, and the French Croix 
de Guerre. General Darby was buried in the Fort Smith National Cemetery 
and several monuments are located there in his memory, and the junior 
high school is named after Darby. And would you believe their mascot 
is the Ranger! An American Hero who is not forgotten by his communi-
ty! And stop and think, right here in Louisiana in 1940 William O. Darby 
learned the combat tactics that he would use in leading his famous Rang-
ers into history. Rangers Lead The Way!

 Headquarters Building at Camp 
Beauregard, Louisiana used for 
the 1940 Louisiana Maneuvers. 
(Robertson Collection)

Map of the 1940 Louisiana Maneu-
ver area. Many and Leesville were 
major objectives of the maneuvers. 
The map also shows how East Texas 
was also involved in the maneuvers. 
(Robertson Collection)

 Field artillery unit moving during 
the 1940 Louisiana Maneuvers. 
(Robertson Collection)

Ranger medic Sgt. 
Thomas Prudhomme 
of Natchez, Louisiana 
attending to Pfc. John 
Brady after an engage-
ment in the Italian Cam-
paign on January 16, 
1944. (US Army Signal 
Corps Photograph)

Colonel William 
Orlando Darby 
formed and be-
came the com-
mander of the first 
US Army Ranger 
units. (US Army 
Signal Corps Photo-
graph)

Colonel William Dabry 
on a motor cycle speak-
ing to a Ranger officer. 
His M1903 Springfield 
rifle is in the scabbard 
on the motorcycle. (US 
Army Signal Corps Pho-
tograph)
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 Kristy Sandel Knippers

NEW     LISTING

Producing Oil & Gas Wells
by Junior Johnson

When I first stepped on an Offshore Facility I 
was in awe of the complex multitude of vessels 
and piping utilized in the production of oil and 
gas after the Drilling Department had complet-
ed the process of the well discovery.

I will attempt to describe the process in lay-
man’s terms, because I have been asked so 
many times, “What do you do Offshore?

A Drilling RIG will drill into a location that has 
been determined to have Oil & Gas based on En-
gineering evidence there is a large pressurized pocket of the product well 
below the ocean floor, thousands of feet, and with new technology even 
miles below.

Once the formation is penetrated by the Drilling Bit, it will release any-
where from 5,000 psi to 20,000+ psi depending on the size of the forma-
tion.

A safety valve is set below the ocean floor that can be opened and closed 
from the surface to allow the product to flow.

The Drilling process is completed and turned over to the Production Fa-
cility, where my job began.

At the surface there is a choking device to control the amount pressure 
allowing the fluid to the surface where it is then separated through the 
vessels and piping on the Production Facility.

What comes up is basically oil, gas, and water and is now separated 
through the following process.

(Continued on Page 14)

National Donate Life 
Awareness Month 2019
I have a very personal experience that explains 
why organ donation is a cause I strongly stand be-
hind. May of this year will mark 12 years since my 
first born, Jayce Alan, lost the fight he so bravely 
faced for 1 the year and 1 week he was on this 
Earth. Jayce had many health problems, but it all 
boiled down to the need of a small intestine and 
liver transplant. In his case, it had to be both at 
the same time. Such a transplant is very rare, and 
unfortunately, his liver failed before he received 
his life savings organs. There are several other 
‘stories’ just in our community of Sabine Parish that have strong ties to 
organ donation. Some are of success, while others are of great loss. 

I encourage you to dig deep into information and consider being an or-
gan donor! That little heart on your drivers license could truly safe a life. 
Talk to your family about your decision; make sure they understand your 
wish to help give others the gift of life. I also encourage you to reflect on 
the lives that have been touched by donation and transplantation, and to 
share its prismatic effect. By registering to be a donor or considering living 
donation, you can change one ray of light into a spectrum of healing and 
compassion.

Donation and Transplantation Statistics – as of January 16, 2019
Data from the Donate Life America Quarterly Registry Overview Report 
and the Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN)

• In 2018, more than 36,500 transplants brought renewed life to patients 
and their families and communities (from more than 10,700 deceased 
and 6,800 living donors)
• More than 110,000 men, women, and children await lifesaving organ 
transplants
• Another person is added to the nation’s organ transplant waiting list 
every 10 minutes
• Sadly, 8,000 people die each year (on average 22 people each day — 
almost one person each hour) because the organs they need are not do-
nated in time
• 80% of patients on the waiting list are waiting for a kidney. The average 
waiting time for a kidney from a deceased donor is 3 to 5 years. A kidney 
from a living donor offers patients an alternative to years of dialysis and 
time on the national transplant waiting list (the living donor’s remaining
kidney will enlarge, doing the work of two healthy kidneys).
• 12% of patients waiting are in need of a liver. Living donation of part of 
the liver can help these patients (the remaining portion of the donor liver 
will regenerate and regain full function)
• Nearly one-third of all deceased donors are age 50 or older; 
more than 7% are age 65 or older.
• Each year, there are approximately 30,000 tissue donors and more than 
1.75 million tissue transplants; the surgical need for donated tissue is 
steadily rising
• A single tissue donor can help more than 75 
people
• 48,000 patients have their sight restored 
through corneal transplants each year
• More than 145.5 million people, approximate-
ly 58% of the U.S. adult population, are regis-
tered organ, eye and tissue donors. (Living do-
nation is not included in a donor registration.)

To register your decision to save and heal lives, 
visit RegisterMe.org. – To learn more about organ, eye, tissue and living 

donation, visit DonateLife.net

2832 Hwy 478, Natchitoches, LA. 
Approx 2500 square foot home built in 2005, comes with smaller home 
next door, a single wide rental trailer in the back and a shop building.  
42 beautiful acres of land with some harvest ready pine and hardwood.  
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Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richardson 
has officially announced his candidacy 

for re-election.
 “I would like to take this opportunity to an-

nounce that I will be seeking re-election, for the 
last time, as your sheriff in this fall's election. 

I am proud of the many accomplishments and 
advancements we have made in the department 
over the last two terms. One of my goals was to 
increase the professionalism of the department 
on all fronts.  I have relieved of duty several of-
ficers during my tenure for various reasons in-
cluding unethical or immoral actions that while 
not illegal, did not meet my requirement.  Since 
day one, my theory on hiring replacements has 
been to find the best quality individuals possible, 
and then, through training and mentoring, make 
them into the law enforcement professionals that 
we desire.  To find people to work for the starting 
salary that our small parish can afford requires 
that these people have a calling for law enforce-
ment, as I myself have.  For example, we presently 
have a chaplain that has a law degree and a patrol 
deputy who is a medical doctor.  I have accom-
plished many of my goals but still have work to 
do.

Our department has garnered much attention 
from some of the programs we have initiated.  

We have long been instrumental in providing 
and hosting training seminars and have had our 
employees requested to come to other parishes to 
teach.

One of every parish’s largest problems contin-
ues to be the drug epidemic.  I hear your con-
cerns and share them.  Let me try and shed some 
light on the problem.

There appears to be a nationwide push to keep 
offenders out of jail.  Just last year, our own legis-
lature passed the Justice Reinvestment Act which 
released thousands of inmates early and reinvest-
ed the saved money from their incarceration into 

social programs.  The sentencing guidelines have 
been weakened in our state.  Just a few years ago, 
offenders would go to jail for marijuana posses-
sion.  Now, they get probation when we arrest 
them for selling meth.  We arrest them a week 
later, and they get concurrent probation.  I urge 
you to go to our Facebook page and look at the 
number of drug arrests made weekly and notice 
how many are repeat offenders.  

We are doing our job in your sheriff ’s depart-
ment and will continue to do so.  I have as much 
compassion as anyone, but this is much like hav-
ing  to discipline your child, except on a much 
larger level.  There has to be consequences for 
bad behavior.

Another real problem in the parish is litter.  

Law enforcement cannot solve this problem 
alone.  People simply do not litter when a pa-
trol car is visible.  We have formed a committee 
of parish leaders called Sabine Parish Leaders 
Against Litter.  We are attacking this problem on 
many fronts, from school presentations to litter 
court.  Again, I urge you to go to the Facebook 
site for more information and also to participate 
in the upcoming litter pick-up.

I am also pleased that our department and the 
school board are working together to provide 
deputies in our schools. The Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment was previously providing these deputies 
and added one more.  The board will pay for an 
additional four.  That will provide one deputy 
at each campus.  Had the school board’s mill-
age passed, we would have had a stable source 
of funding that would have provided additional 
deputies on large campuses with multiple school 
buildings such as Many and Zwolle and would 
also have paid for security cameras and metal de-
tectors.

I have several opponents in this upcoming 
race. Most are old friends and good men.  They 
know me well enough to know that I will run a 
positive campaign as always and will not speak 
harshly of them.  I run on my own merits and do 
not try to degrade my opponents. Just remember, 
as you hear many promises of what they can and 
will do that the wheel has already been invented.

I am honored beyond measure to be Sabine 
Parish’s Sheriff and pray daily for God’s guidance 
in every decision that I make.  My door is always 
open and your problem is my problem.  There are 
none too large or too small.

My home phone number is 318-567-3184 and 
my cell phone is 318-332-9225.  I am available to 
you 24/7.  Please call me with questions 
or concerns.  

All I pledge to you is that I will always try to 
do the right thing for the right reason.  With the 
decline of the gas drilling coinciding with my 
coming into office, we have done more with less.  
I will continue to always spend your money wise-
ly and keep your sheriff ’s office scandal-free and 
one you will continue to be proud of.  

I humbly ask for your vote this fall.”

Sabine Sheriff Ronny Richardson 
Announces Candidacy for Re-Election

Concerned, 
Capable,  
Committed

       I am honored beyond 
measure to be Sabine Parish’s 
Sheriff and pray daily for God’s 
guidance in every decision that 
I make.

        My door is always 
open and your problem 
is my problem.

God bless.
Sincerely,

Ronny Richardson

My Values
God and Family

Service above Self
Honesty & Integrity

Accountability for Everyone

Paid for by Ronny Richardson
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   Corkey Bruce, Owner
   Natural Springs  
   Garden Center

IN THE GARDEN 
by Corkey Bruce

We are still three weeks away from Easter. Will 
we have that last cold snap? Who knows! I am 
writing this in the middle of March. The pecan 
trees have yet to leaf out as of this day. By the 
time this publication appears, they (the pecan 
trees) have probably broken dormancy and 
are showing leaves. Remember what I told you 
last month – when the pecan trees bud out the 
cold weather is over.
 
April in the garden. If we are talking about veg-
etables, I would say you are safe to plant hot 
weather vegetables like tomatoes, eggplants, 
squash, pumpkins, peas, peppers, and beans. If 
we have a late frost you will have to protect them 
with an old bed sheet or similar material. I have 
used cardboard boxes weighted down with bricks 
or five gallon buckets turned upside down. Hope-
fully that will not happen. 

The average nighttime low’s in April for our area are in the 50’s. This will 
be a shock for plants that have been grown in the average home with 
temperatures around the clock at or near 70 degrees. If you started your 
vegetables from seed and have been growing them indoors under a grow 
light or in front of a sunny window, slowly acclimate them to the outside. 
For example, take them out to the covered patio for a day, move them to 
a partly sunny spot for a day.

The first week in April is a good time to fertilize your lawn. Use a lawn fer-
tilizer or a weed and feed specially labeled for lawns. Also, make sure that 
it is labeled for your particular variety of grass. In our area most lawns are 
St Augustine, Bermuda or Centipede. Some weed and feed products will 
say “do not use on ….. turf”.  READ THE LABEL! If you have specific ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to come to Natural Springs Garden Center. 
Anyone there can address your concerns.

Evaluate your flower beds. Chances are that your pansies and violas are 
still looking great. If you were smart enough to plant snapdragons in the 
fall, they are in their prime about now. My advice is to leave them until af-
ter they have peaked. Then you can remove them and prepare your beds 
for your hot season bedding plants. Remove old plant material and any 
weeds that may found their way to your beds. If you compost, put them 
in your compost pile. If you mulched your beds in the fall you may need to 
remove the old, moldy mulch and replace with new mulch after you plant. 
Also, don’t forget to fertilize your beds. There are several great products 
for this.  Osmocote 14-14-14 is a great all-purpose product or you can use 
“Bedding Plant Food.”
 
Great plants to replace your pansies are angelonia, pentas, and zinnias 
just to name a few. Don’t rush your periwinkle. They really like warm soil 
and I usually recommend waiting until the first of May to plant periwinkle 
and caladium bulbs.

To have continuous color all summer, annuals are you best choice. An an-
nual plant is one that grows from seed and lives one season. You have to 
plant it every year. You can always have color with annuals. 
A perennial plant is one that lives for more than two years. During a harsh 
winter they will freeze back to the ground and come back from their root 
stock. Some perennials, during milder winters, will not freeze back and 
will actually put on new growth from old wood. A perennial plant will 
have a shorter bloom time than an annual. However, it will bloom year 
after year. The secret is to plant your perennial garden with varieties that 
bloom spring, early to mid-summer and late summer to early fall. That 
way you have something blooming all summer long.
 
Some perennials have a longer bloom time and once they start bloom-
ing will bloom on up to late summer and early fall. Blue plumbago is a 
wonderful shade of blue which is a hard color to capture in the garden. 
It usually begins blooming late spring and will continue on into late sum-
mer. Another great, long blooming perennial is salvia. This plant will re-
peat bloom and is helped along by deadheading after the initial bloom.  
With proper planning and a little maintenance you can have something in 
bloom all the time.

Remember, find your happiness where you planted it.

Shrimp Etouffee’
Ingredients:
2 pounds of Shrimp
2 Yellow Onions- Chopped fine
1 Bell Pepper- Chopped fine
Cayenne Pepper – Season to taste
Salt – Season to taste
Oil- Just enough to cover bottom of 
pot

Instructions:
Heat oil and pot (preferably a cast 
iron pot) prior to adding onions. 
Brown onions and bell pepper, then 
continue to sauté until sauce begins 
to mature brown. Then add shrimp 
and continue to sauté stirring inter-
mittently, adding water as needed 
to keep the shrimp and sauce from 
burning. Generally, should take 
about one hour to prepare. 
Cook cups of rice according to the 
number of servings needed. Then 
serve hot over rice with French 
Bread!!

Sweet Dough:
Ingredients:
2½ cups all-purpose flour
1 cup sugar
2½ teaspoons baking powder
½ cup butter, cut into tablespoons
1 large egg plus 1 large egg yolk
1 tablespoon whole milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Instructions:
-In a large bowl, combine flour, sug-
ar, and baking powder. Using a pastry 
blender, cut in butter until mixture 
resembles coarse crumbs.  In a small 
bowl, whisk together egg, yolk, milk, 
and vanilla. Add egg mixture to flour 
mixture, stirring until liquid is almost 
combined. Using your hands, work 
dough until it just comes together 
into a large ball. Shape into a disk.
-Cover disk with plastic wrap. Refrig-
erate 1 hour.

Tarte au la Bouillie
Traditional Cajun Custard Pie
Ingredients:
½ cup sugar
5 tablespoons cornstarch
3 cups cold half-and-half
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350°
-In a small bowl, combine sugar 
and cornstarch. In another small 
bowl, add half-and-half. Stir corn-
starch mixture into the half-and-
half.
-In a medium saucepan, cook 
half-and-half mixture over medi-
um heat, stirring constantly, until 
thickened. Stir in vanilla. Remove 
from heat. Once slightly cooled, 
place plastic wrap over surface to 
prevent skin from forming.
-On a well-floured surface, roll 
Sweet Dough (see the recipe be-
low) into a 13-inch circle; transfer 
to a 10-inch deep-dish pie plate. 
Add half-and-half mixture, and 
fold remaining dough over onto 
the half-and-half mixture.
-Bake until crust is golden brown, 
about 25 to 30 minutes. Let pie 
cool to room temperature, and 
then refrigerate 4 hours before 
slicing.

Cajun Cookin’
by Mark Allemond and Peggy Devall

Here in South Louisiana Cajun Country, folks love to cook, especially in 
their “outdoor kitchen” or screen in porches while enjoying these great 
spring temperatures! So, we wanted to share with you all a couple of our 
favorite Cajun recipes.

So, folks…You are now ready to cook up a good time with friends this 
spring! Just don’t get in a hurry and enjoy the great smells as the gravy 
cooks and the tart bakes!
Also, if the recipes give you an urge for a trip to South Louisiana to expe-
rience other great food and good times, visit www.louisianatravel.com! 
Ya’ll come! 
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Louisiana Stay-Cation
Baton Rouge Part 1
by Patricia Mouton

Baton Rouge, nestled against the banks of the 
mighty Mississippi River, was founded in 1699 when 
it was given its French name meaning Red Stick.  It 
is said the name red stick was derived from the cer-
emonial red cypress tree that marked the boundar-
ies between the Houma Tribe and the Bayou Goula 
tribe’s hunting ground.  Since 1847, Baton Rouge has held the title of 
Louisiana’s State Capitol, where representatives from across the state de-
scend on the city and setup shop during the legislation sections ensuring 
that the interest of the area they represent is looked after. 

The original place that held the government offices was the Old State 
Capitol Building.  It stands proud on a hill overlooking the Mississippi Riv-
er.  With its medieval design, the Old State Capitol Building has all the 
making of a Castle.  From the Bailey (the beautiful lawn around the build-
ing), to the Keep (front entrance with its fortified doors), up to the Battle-
ment’s Crenellations of both Merlon & Crenel (the tooth design) and the 
Machicolations, all add to the beautiful aesthetics of the building.   When 
you first stand at its iron gates, you feel like you are stepping into an-
other era, perhaps another world.  If you like the outside, wait until you 
see the inside.   The beautifully crafted wide winding wooden staircase 
leads up to a magnificence stain-glass rotunda, with its kaleidoscope of 
colors done in purples, orange, red, blue and yellows combined with the 
red, white and blue of the nearly 3-story long American flag can only be 
described as breath-taking.   Many visitors stop on the stairs when they 
reach the point the American flag comes into view. I know I did. There is 
loads to see and learn here including ghost stories.  The Old State Capitol 
is a beautiful piece of Louisiana history.

Present day government offices can be found in the new Louisiana State 
Capitol.  It too is marvel.  Did you know it is the tallest state capitol in the 
United States standing 34 stories tall?   One of it best feature, well besides 
that laws are made and government is ran here, is the impressive Obser-
vation Deck on the 27th floor.  The views are spectacular.   After enjoying 
what the inside has to offer, I encourage you to explore the outside of the 
building.  There are symbols that hold interesting and important mean-
ing.  A good start are the steps leading up to the front door.  I’ll leave the 
rest for you to discover.
  
If you are a real history buff, book a guided tour.  The guides are full of sto-
ries of the rich history of the city not found in the history books.    You’ll 
not only see the capitol buildings, but also historic neighborhoods and 
homes of former representatives.

A little tidbit, if you watch the Jack Reacher: Never Go Back movie, you 
will see the bottom part of new State Capitol building (without the tower) 
makes a short appearance, as well as the IHop on College.  Did you know 
there are several film companies that have studios in Baton Rouge?  It’s 
true.  

The most recent filming was with Tom Hanks in a World War II setting 
using the USS Kidd and the surrounding areas. The USS Kidd is a 2050 ton 
WWII Fletch class destroyer that deployed in 1945 to serve her country.  
She has won many stars for her service.  The USS Kidd is moored down-
town across from the old State Capitol next to the land-based USS Kidd 
Veterans Museum building.  For the enthusiast, there is even an over-
night stay available on the ship. The USS Kidd is a fun adventure, and a 
great experience, yet something to keep in mind, the ladders are steep, 
the doorways are small and everything is close-quarters.   You can find 
a pretty amazing before-you-go interactive tour at https://www.usskidd.
com.  

The Louisiana Art & Science Museum and Irene W. Pennington Planetar-
ium can be found next door to the USS Kidd, where history and future 
meet, and the sky is the limit.    Visit the Planet Tower and stand among 
the planets.   If you are interested in space, this is a cool place to visit.  But 
it’s not just about space and stars, there is history to be learned and an 
interactive gallery where touching and exploring is encouraged.

Check out the Old Governor’s Mansion.  It is a stately home full of history, 
stories of how life back when was lived.  Everything is of the period right 
down to the comb on the dressing table.  (Continued on Page 8)

The promotion of the gay 
lifestyle to African
Americans throughout 
black history
by Edwin Crayton

Throughout black history, companies have in-
vested billions in selling products, services 
and lifestyles specifically to African Americans. 
These successful marketing campaigns have de-
termined such things as what sneakers blacks 
wear, what cereal or pizza brand they eat, what 
car they drive or what music they listen to.  However, the most aggressive 
campaign of the last few decades has been a stealth-like campaign that 
is not as obvious as those crafted by the ad people of Madison Avenue. 
In fact, it is so under the radar, you may miss it unless you really pay at-
tention. It is a campaign to sell African Americans on a lifestyle they have 
resisted. This campaign backed by those championing LGBT lifestyles (Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) is designed to get blacks to accept 
homosexuality as a normal lifestyle---to see it as being as  American as 
apple pie.  To be even more specific, one of the campaign’s core targets 
is African American Christians, still arguably, the most influential group in 
Black America, and one that has traditionally been the most opposed to 
gay lifestyles because the Christian Bible teaches that homosexuality is sin 
in both Old Testament and New Testament. See Leviticus 18:22, Romans 
chapter 1, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10.
 
Actually, to be clear, this campaign is really aimed at persuading all Chris-
tians, regardless of color. The LGBT supporters believe that by gaining ac-
ceptance in the wider Christian Community, their lifestyles will eventually 
be accepted by the mainstream of the nation.  Meanwhile many Chris-
tians are seeking to practice their religion as commanded by God with-
out persecution. These two seemingly unrelated goals have put the two 
groups on a collision course.  That is because if the LGBT Movement even 
comes close to achieving its goal anyone who dares agree with the Holy 
Bible’s prohibition of homosexuality will be persecuted and ostracized. 
This is already happening even as you read this.  Look at what happens 
when anyone in the public eye says anything that is perceived as opposing 
LGBT lifestyles: an apology must be served up immediately. In some cas-
es, jobs are threatened. Not too long ago while being interviewed, Truitt 
Cathy, the now deceased CEO of Chick Fil A, a Christian, almost casually 
mentioned  his support of the Christian view that homosexuality is a sin. 
He was loudly criticized and some big city officials went so far as to threat-
en to ban his restaurants from their towns. Really? So much for freedom 
of religion or free speech.  However, as this is a black history column, this 
article focuses on the marketing to one segment of the public: African 
Americans.
       
Historically speaking the Gay Rights Movement is not very old compared 
to many movements. Before the 1960s or 70s heterosexuality was con-
sidered the norm in American Society. In the Black Community, this was 
particularly the case.  Yet that is not to say gays did not have a presence. 
Indeed, black gays have made strong contributions to black history. For 
example, in the 1960’s James Baldwin emerged as a legendary writer who 
wrote poignant stories and enlightening novels about the black experi-
ence. His essays and books such as The Fire Next Time and If Beale Street 
Could Talk are considered classics. Baldwin was gay, but his work is pri-
marily known for its stinging attacks on racism.  Or consider Bayard Rus-
tin, who historians say was also gay. Rustin helped organize the historic 
1963 March on Washington. Throughout black history, African American 
Christians have never really had a hostile relationship with gays. However, 
they have rejected the lifestyle based on religious ideals and discouraged 
their children from homosexual acts.  Keep in mind too that the idea of 
gay rights did not really exist for most of Black History---or American His-
tory. Since the 1600s, Blacks focused on fighting slavery and racism. That 
brings us to the first marketing tactic used by those pushing LGBT rights. 
They link the freedom struggles of African Americans with the fight for 
gay rights. Not long ago, for instance, I received a letter from the NAACP 
asking me to support them and help them support the gay rights struggle. 
A second marketing idea involves the use of movies, music and media. 
Hollywood has used TV, movies, and the Internet to stimulate openness 
to the gay lifestyle.  For instance, in a 2017 article in the Week, an online 
publication, Lili Loufburrow wrote about Will and Grace, a hit TV show 
from the 1990s about a gay lawyer and his female friend, a designer. 

(continued on page 10)
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Aaron Mitchell Announces 
Candidacy for Sabine
Sheriff
Dear Citizens of Sabine Parish: I, Aaron 
Mitchell am announcing my candidacy for 
the upcoming Sabine Parish Sheriffs elec-
tion in October. As a lifelong member of 
the community I have had the opportunity 
to meet and share friendships with many 
of you throughout my life in Sabine Parish, 
and some I have not, I want to change that. 
I know that I can’t personally shake every 
hand, but in the coming months as the elec-
tion draws near I will be doing my best to meet you and let you know who 
I am and share my vision for the Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Department. First 
off, I would like to say that I AM NOT A POLITICIAN. I am a simple man, 
I have worked here in Sabine Parish for most of my life just like many 
of you, just trying to make an honest living and raise my children and 
grand-children the best way I know how. I have always tried to put God 
first, work hard, and be kind and fair to my fellow man. Throughout my 
life I have worked in the oil and gas industry, I’ve served the community 
as the Village of Florien Chief of Police, and most recently for the Sabine 
Parish Sheriff’s Department. Throughout my tenure with the department 
I served as a Patrol Deputy, Juvenile Officer, and Criminal Investigations 
Officer.  

My time with the Sheriff’s Department has allowed me to see firsthand 
the state of affairs our Parish is in. I believe there is room for improve-
ment in many areas, first and foremost is the infestation of illegal narcot-
ics flooding into our communities. Everyone, myself included has seen 
a life or family destroyed by drug use. I know WE can do a better job of 
targeting the root sources, and make a major impact on stopping the in-
flux of drugs into our Parish. I consider the use of certain narcotics to be 
the root-cause for most of our crime, drugs cost money and habitual drug 
users can’t hold steady jobs, so therefore they are most likely to steal or 
even turn to violence to fulfill their needs. Whether you are aware of this 
issue or not, I can assure you IT IS A MAJOR PROBLEM in Sabine Parish. If 
elected, I will make the changes necessary to bring this issue to the fore-
front and it will be one of our TOP priorities.

Another TOP priority is the safety and concern of our children. No one 
should have to send their child to school and worry about the safety and 
well-being of their child, unfortunately in today’s world evil is out there 
and we have to face that fact and do everything in our power to prevent 
it from reaching our children. During my tenure as the Parish Juvenile 
Officer I have witnessed firsthand the issues we face with our students 
and faculty and I want to take a proactive approach in facing these issues 
head-on. I already have an outstanding working relationship with the 
School Board and its Educators and I will continue to strengthen that re-
lationship. With our SRO officers and School staff working together, they 
will be our boots on the ground and work hand in hand to ensure we are 
doing the very best we can to provide a safe learning environment for our 
young people.

I want to make my intentions clear, I am not a POLITICIAN and do not wish 
to sling mud on any candidate in this election. I want to run a fair and 
honest campaign, as I want to be a fair and honest Sheriff. I want to be 
SEEN in this Parish on a daily basis doing my job and upholding my oath 
as the leader of the Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Department. If a citizen has a 
question or concern my door will always be open, but I assure you I will 
not be hard to find because I myself will be VISIBLE throughout the Parish 
working hand in hand with our local departments as well as my own to 
keep Sabine Parish safe. I will be a WORKING Sheriff and I will be a VIGI-
LANT and VISIBLE leader for the Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Office.
In closing, I just want to thank everyone for the love and support you’ve 
shown me since announcing my candidacy. In the coming months I will 
be working hard every day to meet and speak with everyone I can. I look 
forward to hearing your questions and concerns as well as sharing my 
vision for the Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Department. I know if we put God 
first and work together, we can make Sabine Parish the best that it can 
be. If you would like to speak with me, please feel free to give me a call at 
318-602-5457.

Thank you and God Bless!
Sincerely, Aaron Mitchell

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your orders NoW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
          Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

easter is
     Just arouNd

        the corNer

             so...

The Telegram
by Dean Lambert

It was late October in 1943, when the tele-
gram was received at the little train depot in 
Robeline, Louisiana. It was a government dis-
patch with a message from the Secretary of 
War and was addressed to Tom Lambert. The 
depot agent soon sent the telegram out to the 
Lambert farm. It read “The Secretary of War 
desires me to express his deep regret that your 
son Lieutenant Commander George S Lambert 
has been reported missing in action following 
action in the performance of his duty and in 
service of his country. The department appreciates your great anxiety. 
If further details or other information are received you will be promptly 
notified.”

Dad made the daily two-mile trip to the train depot for months hoping 
for information, anything to give him hope. Most of the time he would 
make this trip alone, but sometimes he would take my older sister. He 
thought or hoped that George had somehow survived, perhaps he was 
just missing because of a paperwork glitch and would soon show up...
or maybe he was picked up from the ocean by a German U-boat and he 
was now a prisoner. It was war time and anything was possible. However, 
months later, with still no news, dad finally realized that George would 
not be coming home. The daily trips into town had finally came to an end. 

It was a full year later in October of 1944 that a second telegram arrived. 
It brought panic to dad, for he had two other sons in the war. But this 
telegram was a follow up on George. It simply told dad that his son, Lt. 
Cdr. George S Lambert, was now officially declared dead. My sister told 
me this was the only time she ever saw my dad cry.
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Vitamin D
by Abigail “Missy” Hennigan

Vitamin D aids in bone health, mental health, cell 
growth, immune function, and reduction of in-
flammation. However, Vitamin D is not necessary 
in your diet. Before you start to question my sani-
ty — YES, we need this prohormone, but it can be 
created by our skin when exposed to sunshine. 
Unfortunately, many of us do not get enough sun-
shine (especially during winter months and short 
days), or are prone to bathe in sunblock to reduce risk of skin cancer.

Before you risk skipping the sun block, keep in mind many individuals can 
create enough Vitamin D with as little as 5-30 minutes, twice weekly, of 
sunlight to the face, arms, legs, or back.  No problem!  If you spend 5 min-
utes applying sunblock, do this while sitting outside.  You will get those 
5 minutes of sun AND protect your skin from overexposure.  Consider-
ing that the amount of sun-exposure, at optimal times of the day (10am-
3pm), is limited, it is also important to look at food sources and maybe 
even supplements (with physician approval).

Food Sources:
A few foods contain Vitamin D naturally:
-- Fatty Fish (Salmon, Tuna, Mackerel) -- Beef Liver -- Egg Yolks
-- Mushrooms (raw, especially, maitake and shiitake)

Some foods contain Vitamin D through fortification (when something not 
originally in the food item has been added to enhance the nutrition val-
ue): --Milk   -- Cereal -- Yogurt   --  Orange juice
 
Pro Tips for including Vitamin D in your diet:
- Have a serving of fish twice weekly for a little boost in Vitamin D.
- Read labels to see if your food item is fortified with Vitamin D
- Make a tuna salad with Vitamin D fortified plain Greek yogurt instead of 
mayo to get an extra boost of Vitamin D
- Grind up beef liver.  Mix 25% ground liver, 25% mushrooms, and 50% beef 
to make a higher Vitamin D containing meatloaf, hamburger, or meatball.

Benefits (United States Department of Agriculture, 2018):
Reduces risk of:
-- Rickets—soft bones, skeletal deformities (in children; more likely in Af-
rican Americans) -- Osteomalacia—weak bones (adults) -- Preeclampsia
-- Depression

This gold mine vitamin also helps protect from a host of diseases: Cancer, 
Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disease, Muscular Function, Immunity, Parkin-
son’s Disease, Schizophrenia, Multiple Sclerosis, Rheumatoid Arthritis, 
Crohn’s Disease

Risks for Deficiency:
-- Limited Sun Exposure -- Inflammatory Bowel Disease -- Dark Skin
-- Breastfed Infants -- Older Adults -- Gastric Bypass Surgery -- Obesity

References: US Dept of Agriculture (2018). Vitamin d: Fact sheet for 
health professionals. Retrieved from: https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/
VitaminD-HealthProfessional/ ***Disclaimer: The information included 
in this article should not be used to replace personalized professional 
medical advice.

Wheels & Rims Auto Repair

Below’s Automotive
740 Third Street

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-0947

Marvin Below
Danniell Below

Wheel Mounting
& Balance

Louisiana Stay-Cation
(Continued from page 6)

A side note, if you do choose to visit the museums downtown, please 
check the dates and times they are open; most close at 4pm. Maybe a 
garden full of blooms in the great outdoors is more of what you are look-
ing for, then try the Botanical Gardens off Independence Blvd next to the 
Main Library.  You should check out the sensory garden and the rose gar-
den or how about the butterfly garden.  A garden is always a great choice 
in my book, especially in the Spring.   

Another garden to visit: The Burden Museum & Garden, which is main-
tained by the LSU Ag Center.  It’s a little gem of an open-air museum with 
its Acadian houses that offer a step back in time.  Then wander through the 
lush Windrush Gardens offering 5 miles of walking meandering through 
woodlands, beautiful gardens and hands on learning. 

Check back next month for more fun ideas of things to do when visiting 
Baton Rouge in Part 2 of Staycation – Baton Rouge.

To find out more about traveling our beautiful state, please visit
www.louisianatravel.com

Open Letter from
Natchitoches Councilman  
Russell Rachal
I pray everyone is doing very well as I come to 
you again this month to visit with you.

Our last meeting was on March 18, 2019. At the 
very beginning of the meeting, Councilwom-
an Hoover asked Councilman Paige if he had 
something that he wanted to say about a letter. 
Mr Paige advised that he presented the Parish 
President and the Natchitoches Parish District Attorney’s office a letter 
at the previous meeting advising them that my wife and I own a daycare. 
Mr. Paige advised everyone in attendance at the meeting that I  have 
been against Headstart and voted to do away with it so I could get the 
children from there at our daycare. Mr. Paige has gone on record in the 
Natchitoches Times and has publicly defamed my character and slan-
dered me by making these accusations. He has said that I committed an 
ethics violation by voting to shut Headstart down because it was a sub-
stantial financial gain to me by my vote. Ethics only applies to the elect-
ed official or their spouse, if a violation was to occur, which it didn’t. I 
have more integrity and common sense than to do such a thing. 

The truth of the matter is, neither myself nor my wife have ever owned a 
daycare and will not own one. My daughter does indeed own a daycare.  
The Headstart is a grant through the Federal Government. My daughter 
has opened her daycare out of her own personal funds, and is continu-
ing to do so. She has never applied for nor received any assistance from 
any federal grant. She works for what she has and doesn’t seek hand-
outs.

Headstart is not leaving the Parish. Someone else has applied for the fe-
dearal grant, and will be awarded the contract in the near future. I made 
the motion to fund the Headstart program for three additional months 
beyond the expiration date, July, August , and September, providing that 
the Federal Government reimburse the Natchitoches Parish Government 
for our expenses that we incur for this extension.  

In other business, the Council voted to award the final payment to the 
contractors since the Hampton Road project has been completed. We 
also received a grant for sewer improvements in Payne Subdivision. We 
also made several appointments/re-appointments to various boards and 
commissions. 

I cherish your friendship and prayers. 

Thank you, 

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council 
District 5
(318)652-0382       
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Natchitoches Parish
Enigmatic McCain
by Dennis Coleman 

I’ll not endeavor to write another John Mc-
Cain eulogy. I shall attempt to neither vindi-
cate nor vilify the man. There’s already been 
plenty of both. He has been described by 
some as a “Maverick” and an “Enigma,” and 
for those feeling so inclined I make no argu-
ment. Although, I really don’t see him that 
way. I saw McCain as unchanged throughout 
his lengthy career.

After McCain’s retirement from the Navy his 
entry into politics was certainly not enigmat-
ic; there had been many others before him who had done this. He was 
not the first man to leave his wife for another woman. Nothing really that 
extraordinary there.

His entry into politics was just in time for him to have what some say was a 
minor involvement in the ‘savings and loan crisis.’ He was well acquainted 
with many players in the S&L business. What politician would not exploit 
his well healed contacts for his own self-promotion. Nothing new here.

Early on in Washington, writers applauded his courage in political affairs 
and wrote sympathetically about his shift of political positions and atti-
tudes during and especially after the 2008 presidential campaign. Mc-
Cain’s approval numbers remained steady around 55% while his disap-
proval numbers had ballooned from 20% to 40% since 2000. 

As far as his Republican politics, his party loyalty if you will, there have 
been questions from beginning to end. He was predictably unpredictable 
which cost him his conservative support, but looking at his career, that 
did not change.

So, while having had many extraordinary events in life prior to politics, 
McCain’s political career was very similar to others with equal tenure. 
For many Republicans and conservatives the very idea that anyone with 
McCain’s pedigree, military service and legitimate support would waffle 
or flipflop on long held Republican values and couldn’t beat an unknown 
Barock Obama was unthinkable if not ‘treasonous.’ Karl Rove and many 
others correctly predicted McCain’s defeat. It was really nothing new.

Likely those with one opinion or the other of John McCain will hold on to 
that, and nothing written or said will change their mind. In the minds of 
some, McCain will be remembered as the senator who always voted for 
what was ‘right for the country,’ and for others he was a failure as a poli-
tician. Both will be wrong.

History has recorded that McCain gained possession of a salacious and 
invalid dossier which was created entirely by a foreign agent and paid for 
by the Clinton Foundation with its only intent to derail either the cam-
paign or the presidency of Donald Trump. If McCain was duped into this, 
he was the perfect ‘candidate’ for the job... a former defeated candidate 
and a ‘loyal’ Republican.  Even FBI Director James Comey stated that he, 
‘’Doubted the document to be credible.’’ 

Remember it was McCain who had campaigned and raised millions of 
dollars on the promise of ‘’Repeal and Replace ACA.’’ Yet when the time 
came for him to vote according to his promise, he did not and cast the 
deciding vote against the repeal. So much for keeping your word.

So for me I can understand the President’s ire and resentment for the 
man, even in the grave, who had become the ‘’Face’’ of those who seek to 
destroy his presidency. As it turns out, McCain, whether he knew it or not, 
was carrying water for the Democrats and the Washington Elite.

Deputy Sheriff Stuart 
Wright Announces
Candidacy For
Natchitoches Parish
Sheriff
Deputy Sheriff Stuart Wright an-
nounced today his candidacy for 
Natchitoches Parish Sheriff in the elec-
tion to be held in October. Wright is 
seeking to replace Sheriff Victor Jones 
who announced last week he will retire 
at the end of the current term. Jones 
has publicly endorsed Wright’s candi-
dacy.

“With over 35 years in law enforce-
ment, working as a felony prosecutor in the District Attorney’s Office and 
as a deputy sheriff in the Sheriff’s Office, I am eager to present to the cit-
izens my professional qualifications, career experience, and my vision for 
the future of the office,” said Wright.

“We have a great Sheriff’s Office that is focused on serving the needs of 
this community and working to keep our citizens safe. We have been suc-
cessful in these goals because of the leadership of Sheriff Victor Jones and 
the hard work of my fellow deputies.

As your next sheriff, I will continue to build on the success that Sheriff 
Jones has established. We will continue to focus on the critical priorities 
of the parish. First and foremost is citizen safety. Our team at the NPSO 
will continue to be visible, responsive, engaging, and pro-active in ensur-
ing our citizens are as safe as possible in the parish.

We will also continue to support our youth and community services which 
make such a positive impact and help so many folks in our parish, particu-
larly children and senior citizens. I truly believe, as does Sheriff Jones, that 
the more people we can reach with these programs, the more our entire 
community will benefit.

Much of the success we have at the NPSO, whether it’s solving an inves-
tigation, reaching a senior citizen in need, or preventing criminal activity, 
is due to the active involvement and support we receive from the citi-
zens. Our deputies are visible in the communities and on the roads every 
day and every night. However, involved and alert citizens are our best 
partners in this mission. We are so grateful to have so many citizens sup-
port our cause. As your next sheriff, I will continue to build on fostering 
positive and meaningful relationships with all community stakeholders, 
church and civic leaders, educators, and businesses in Natchitoches Par-
ish,” said Wright.

Sheriff Jones offered his support for Wright’s campaign. “Stuart has prov-
en his leadership and value to the NPSO time and time again. He has been 
my trusted confidant and advisor throughout his service at the Sheriff’s 
Office. Furthermore, Stuart has earned the trust and respect of his fellow 
law enforcement professionals who serve in this office. When I made the 
decision to retire at the end of this term, I was comforted knowing that 
the NPSO will continue to thrive under the leadership of Stuart Wright. In 
addition to his qualifications and experience, Stuart has the highest char-
acter and integrity you can ask for in a leader. I wholeheartedly endorse 
him to be the next sheriff of Natchitoches Parish,” said Jones.

Stuart Wright graduated from Natchitoches Central High School and 
Northwestern State University, where he was a member of the Demon 
football team. He earned his law degree from the LSU Law Center and 
practiced law in Natchitoches Parish. Wright served as First Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney for 28 years under former District Attorneys Mike Henry 
and now-Judge Van Kyzar, where he prosecuted felony criminal cases. He 
has served as a commissioned deputy sheriff and senior advisor to Sheriff 
Victor Jones for the last 8 years.

Wright is married to Aimee Rabalais Wright for 41 years. They have 3 
adult children and 11 grandchildren.
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Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

Add beauty and value to your home 
with the professional installation of 

seamless aluminum gutters.

Wide Choice

of Colors

Benny Kilgore (318) 471-8997

Josh Kilgore (318) 471-9333

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

We offer gutter cleaning

The promotion of the gay 
lifestyle to African
Americans throughout 
black history (Continued from page 6)

She wrote, “Will and Grace excelled at using the safety of its genre as a 
kind of Trojan horse for the radical idea that gay people are just people, 
flaws and all. It achieved that largely by jokingly pushing some of the slip-
pery slope thinking that characterized the moral majority’s opposition to 
gay marriage.”  So humor is often used to soften resistance. Many sitcoms 
today feature pro-gay humor.  In addition, the 2019 Best Picture Oscar 
winner “Green Book” told the story of a white man driving a black gay 
musician to his performances through the segregated, hostile South.  Os-
car Winner Spike Lee joked, “It is ‘Driving Miss Daisy’ except (in the car) 
they switched positions.”  Hollywood knows that getting black support 
matters, because African Americans often set the pace in style, culture 
and music.
 
The Bible teaches in Proverbs 22:6 that it helps to teach values to children 
when they are very young. Those marketing homosexuality also know 
this.  Hence, schools and literature are used to promote gay lifestyles to 
even the smallest child. I ran across a children’s book that teaches kids 
it’s all right to have same sex parents.  The LGBT Movement also targets 
the church itself. Today, churches are the newest battleground for the 
movement to normalize homosexuality. Churches are debating and even 
splitting over whether to marry gays---an act that would require their con-
gregations to nothing less than ignore the Bible and disobey God him-
self and His teachings. A few weeks ago at its International Convention, 
the United Methodist Church decided to stick with the biblical command 
and strengthen its ban on gay clergy and gay marriage. Yet it is notable 
that there was even a huge debate over commands historically viewed 
as coming from God himself. Support for homosexuality in churches is 
coming from the young. A 2015 Pew Research Study shows 51% of Millen-
nial Evangelical church members believe homosexuality is all right.  Two 
factors contribute to this rebellion against God’s biblical commands. First, 
almost from the cradle, media practically force feeds these young people 
entertainment that promotes gay lifestyles. Second, some false pastors 
and theologically weak churches have compromised or ignored Scripture 
by wrongly teaching homosexuality is acceptable. Or, they have ignored 
the topic all together, allowing media to teach kids about the issue. And it 
does not help that many church members do not even read their Bibles, 
which means many do not know the Bible’s views on homosexuality. A 
recent online article on Christianity Today pointed out “our lack of  biblical 
literacy has led to a lack of biblical doctrine.” Second Timothy 4:3 says, 
“For the time will come when people will not listen to sound doctrine.” 
That day is here.  

To be continued in our May 2019 Issue
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Consignment
New and Pre-Owned 

Furniture
Antique • Collectibles

Dining Tables
Bedroom Furniture

Home Decor
(12 months same as cash, with approved credit)

Shipping available on certain items.

STORE HOURS
10 to 6 Weekdays
10 to 4 Saturday
Closed Sunday

NAME BRANDS
Ashley, Drexel,
Thomasville &

Freedom

129 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

(Next to Taco Bell)

318-238-4600
Online Shopping at 

www.hometownconsignment.com

We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING FUN TO DO?

$5 TUESDAYS AT
PARKWAY CINEMA 6

All movies, all day!

Present your active student ID
Any other day for $1 off after 6!

Movie Info Line - 318-352-5109

Visit ACADIANACINEMAS.COM
for showtimes
1011 Keyser Avenue

Natchitoches, LA
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Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear
650 San Antonio Ave.     318-431-1503     Downtown Many 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

#awesomecrawfish
318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials

 Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp

Sat April 6 - Buster Jordan Project

Sat April 13- Uptown Jazz

Sat April 20- The Turn-Ups

Sat April 27- Russell Peace

Jerry Ray Singletary (In Lounge)
 Every Friday Night 6 pm - 9 pm

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

NEW PROGRAMS AVAILABLE FOR
MEDICARE & MEDICAID RECEIPIENTS

New programs in place for this year can help
you with not only MEDICAID BENEFITS but
also on DENTAL  and VISION.

Plus Two New Life Insurance Companies

Lock in your premium!
Lock in your coverage!

No Health Questions!

I WORK WITH MULTIPLE INSURANCE
COMPANIES AND WILL WORK FOR YOU!

CALL TODAY FOR

A FREE QUOTE:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items
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Joy Impact Counseling
Services, LLC

“Impacting Lives To Have A Future Full Of Joy”

Joy Impact Counseling Services, LLC is a licensed Behavior Health Service 
provider and CARF accredited. This organization has been in business for 
3 years. It was started by Rhonda Gibson Stewart a native of Natchitoches 
AKA (Cookie) and her husband AKA Bishop Kelvin Stewart This business 
is supported by the communities and surrounding areas in Natchitoches 
and Jonesboro. We started this journey because we saw a need for peo-
ple with mental and behavior health challenges.  We believed that we 
could make an impact in their lives.  And we have been doing just that 
with youth and adults ages 6-99 years old to bring assistance and sup-
port to help families have a balanced everyday life. Our staff include a 
Medical Director/ Clinical Psychologist, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, 
Master Level Mental Health Professional, Bachelors level Mental Health 
Specialist, Admission Coordinator, Receptionist, Compliance officer and 
Quality Assurance officer. Joy Impact Counseling  staff believe that indi-
viduals can recover through quality treatment designed to help build an 
individual’s sense of self-empowerment, develop and maintain support-
ive family and community relationships, and implement useful behavior 
skills that assist with improvement within society.

Joy Impact Counseling Services Mission is committed to helping individ-
uals sustain effective mental health stability. We are also dedicated to 
empower youth and young adults to make informed and positive daily 
life choices, to take responsibility for self-care, and to achieve optimal 
levels of wellness in order to reach their full potential.

It is likely that each of us have known someone with a mental health or 
behavioral challenge. Mental health disorders do not discriminate based 
on age, race, gender, ethnicity, occupation, religion or economic back-
ground. For guidance in seeking treatment or just to talk to somebody 
who knows what you’re going through, Joy Impact Counseling Services 
mission is committed to helping individuals sustain effective mental 
health stability. 

If you are experiencing difficult and life changing situations, changes in 
your mood and behavior problems give Joy Impact Counseling services a 
call. Individuals who need assistance can call (318) 652-8140 or visit the 
Natchitoches office located at 415 Bienville St., Suite 6 in the Thomas 
Medical Building. Referrals are accepted by walk-ins, calling our office or 
Fax (318-521-8065)

Insurances accepted by Joy Impact Counseling services include the fol-
lowing Medicaid providers:

1. AmeriHealth Caritas Louisiana
2. United Healthcare
3. Louisiana HealthCare Connections
4. Aetna Better Health of Louisiana
5. Healthy Blue Louisiana
6. Magellan Health
Qualifications for the program include the following:

• Be a Medicaid recipient
• Be an adult with a mental illness or
• Be a child/adolescent with emotional and/or behavioral disorders as 

defined by (OBH).  
 
General Scope Of Services
• Assessment 
• Reassessment
• Community Support
• Individual Intervention (Children)/Supportive Counseling (Adults)
• Parent/Family Intervention (Counseling)
• Youth Psychosocial Skills Training Group
• Medication Management
• Adult Psychosocial Skills Training 

Also, if you are looking for a job, Joy Impact Counseling Services is cur-
rently hiring Mental Health Specialist (MHS) and Professionals (MHP) to 
provide individualized face to face interventions that are professionally 
delivered to clients in the surrounding areas. Resumes can be emailed 
to: jimpact.jic@outlook.com or dropped off at the Natchitoches office 
located at 415 Bienville St., Suite 6 in the Thomas Medical Building. Con-
tact Person: (Operational) Executive Director of Joy Impact Mrs. Angela  
Jones

About Behavioral health: it is a key part of a person’s overall well-being, 
and is just as important as physical health. It involves emotional, psy-
chological, and social well-being, and relates to an individual’s ability to 
function in everyday life and understanding of their concept of self. 

Youth and adults struggling with behavioral health may face stress, de-
pression, anxiety, relationship problems, grief, addiction, ADHD or learn-
ing disabilities, mood disorders, eating habits, drinking or other psycho-
logical concerns that either immediately or over time impact physical 
or mental health. Because behavioral health conditions are common, 
people of all ages, genders, races and ethnicities can experience these 
conditions. If left untreated, a behavioral disorder may have negative 
short-term and long-term effects on an individual’s personal and pro-
fessional life. Such as children who face suspension or expulsion for 
fighting, bullying or arguing with school authority figures. Adults may 
eventually lose their jobs and marriages can fall apart due to prolonged 
strained relationships. The earlier a behavioral disorder is diagnosed and 
properly treated, the more likely it is that a child or adult suffering from 
it will be able to control their behavior. 

Operational Executive Director of Joy Impact
 Mrs. Angela Jones

Chief Executive Directors of Joy Impact 
Mr. Kelvin Stewart and Mrs. Rhonda Stewart 

415 Bienville St., Suite 6,
Natchitoches, LA  71457 

In the Thomas Medical Building
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Upcoming Classes
38 hour class:

April 19, 20, 22, 27
May 28, 29, 30, 31

14 hour class:
April 6
May 4

Please call 
318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We have opened our 
new office and classroom at 335 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door to 
Fisher’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up for 
available classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org or by calling 
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 652-0384. Thank you for your business and may God richly 
bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE 
IN NATCHITOCHES

Retail space in downtown Natchitoches
1816 sq. ft. for rent at 780 Front St., Unit #10

St. Denis Condos
For more information contact

Ronald D. Brandon
318-471-5075

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners

Producing Oil & Gas Wells
(Continued from page 3)

Gas being the lightest of elements, it is sep-
arated from a large vessel when the product 
enters the facility, Oil being lighter leaves this 
vessel through other piping, and water being 
the heaviest, leaves the bottom of the vessel.

Following the gas first, it travels through piping 
to a dehydration system called a Reboiler.  This 
is filled with heated glycol in enclosed piping 
that basically boils the remaining water and oil 
from the gas.  The water is dumped into an-
other piping system for further separation of any remaining oil and then 
dumped backed overboard.  The oil is separated in another vessel to re-
move any remaining water, and then exits the facility in a oil pipeline (and 
in some cases goes back to the pipeline carrying the clean gas to the sales 
line.

Basically it is simple as separation of oil, gas, and water.

There is a Safety System set up on each vessel regulating high and low 
pressure as well as high and low fluid levels.  When something is detected 
which is outside normal testing, it is called “and undesirable event”......we 
did not like those.

The Safety System is tested monthly to make sure everything is operat-
ing properly.  Some components are tested weekly, and good Operators 
(which I was Blessed to have had through most of my career) look at and 
check these systems DAILY.

In addition to the Safety System, every Facility has an Emergency Shut-
Down System, normally called an ESD.  If something undesirable happens 
the system detects it, as well as the Operators if they  detect something 
bad, EVERYTHING is completely Shutdown, either automatically or by the 
Operator.

The Federal Government has an agency called the Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement which makes annual inspections of every off-
shore facility.

They have authority to make unannounced visits and if they find some-
thing not in compliance can shut the Facility down, or write citations 
called “INC’s” which means Not In Compliance....Heavy fines will be as-
sessed the Company when these INC’s are written.

As with any Industry there are risks and dangers but Offshore Operators 
spend over 80% of their time working with these safety devices, making 
the Oil and Gas Industry one of the safest.

I proudly served 32 years helping provide the energy needs of our Coun-
try, and am Proud to say that I NEVER received an INC on any Inspection 
on Facility that I was responsible for.

Six years ago I was in an unfortunate Helicopter Crash which killed my Pi-
lot and left my Mechanic and Myself disabled.  My Offshore Career ended 
but I have no regrets and am very proud of my accomplishments.
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OMC, Inc. CEO Invited to Speak to NCHS

 Carl I. Walters II, Chief Executive Officer of Outpatient Med-
ical Center, Inc. was invited to speak to speak to students 
and faculty at Natchitoches Parish High School regarding 
the importance of celebrating Cultural Awareness.  Mr. 
Walters’ opening remarks spoke of embracing and culti-
vating cultural awareness everyday instead of once a year.  
He told the 1,400+ students and teachers in attendance 
that is their moral, ethical, and spiritual responsibility to 
promote cultural diversity each day of their lives in school 
and in their lives outside of school.

 Mr. Walters  highlighted the contributions of all ethnic 
groups such as;  Irish, Scottish, and Chinese immigrants 
built the nation’s railroads, canals, and tunnels.  Italians 
and Germans built America’s early skyscrapers. Walters 
then chronicled the contributions of African-Americans’ 
contributions such as how African-Americans help build 
this country’s farms in the early years and later made tech-
nological advances such as helping create functional heart 
pacemakers and computers.

 Between 1717 and 2017, 2,852,901 Americans from all 
backgrounds made the ultimate sacrifice in the name of 
this country.  During World War II, the United States Ma-
rine Corps employed Native American Navajo communi-

cated in their native language because the Japanese could 
not decipher their language.  This significantly contributed 
to success in the Pacific theater.

 Walters stated that this country has experienced times 
when its peoples have been labeled, hurt, oppressed, sup-
pressed, or even killed for being different.  Through em-
bracing cultural awareness we have been able to grow as a 
nation; as communities across the nation; because of our 
being able to talk about, educate, embrace, and celebrate 
our cultural differences. Walters stated that it is import-
ant to remember that our country grew and became one 
of the most powerful nations in the world because of our 
ability to embrace cultural diversity and that when we re-
spect, advocate for and truly embrace cultural diversity, 
we in effect celebrate who we are and the values we em-
brace as a people.

 Mr. Walters ended his remarks with this quote: “We will 
know we have truly reached a point of celebrating, ap-
preciating, and respecting our cultural awareness when; 
the discussion is no longer about a race thing; but about 
the social, ethical and spiritually correct thing.” “We must  
strive to move our country to one where we can truly love, 
respect, support and embrace each other, not because 
anyone is of a particular race, but rather because we are 
people.”
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Brandon Heath Chance

PERSONAL SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON

by Kristy Sandel Knippers

For this month’s Spotlight, I have taken a 
bit of a different approach! Seeing as April 
is National Donate Life Awareness Month, it 
seemed a no brainer for me to feature some-
one in our community that has a direct tie 
to the organ donation community; and that 
someone is Brandon Chance and his family! 
As you read his story, one thing you will no-
tice is many medical terms that I will do my 
best to explain – but what I really hope you 
take away from this is a story of strength, 
love, courage, God, and most of all hope! 

Brandon is a precious, happy, 10 year old boy from Florien. His parents, 
Justin and Lauren, are two of the strongest people I know (whether they 
realize it or not) and he has two younger siblings, Grayson and Laelyn 
that get to enjoy life with him, all because someone said yes to organ 
donation! You may be wondering how/why in the world I would choose 
to Spotlight a 10 year old child; my hope is after you read Brandon’s story, 
you will understand – and that you may even consider saying yes to being 
an organ donor! 

On February 27, 2009, Brandon entered 
this world a happy, healthy, baby boy; 
the first child born to Justin & Lauren. For 
the first five months of Brandon’s life, he 
thrived. He was what anyone would call 
a ‘normal’ baby. He cried, he slept, he 
nursed – he did everything a new baby 
should. Little did anyone realize, that on 

August 7th all of that would change dramatically – Brandon’s life, and ev-
eryone’s around him went into a whirlwind! About a week before the life 
of Brandon and his family was turned upside down, his parents noticed 
he was not himself. He was fussier, irritable, not sleeping through the 
night. As new parents, they assumed he was just ‘getting sick’. 

At 4:00 A.M. on August 7, 2009, Brandon 
woke up, ate, and went back to sleep; 
everything seemed normal, but when he 
woke up again at 8:00 A.M. he would not 
eat anything. His mom, Lauren remem-
bers he seemed tired, uncomfortable, 
was very fussy, and just looked both-
ered. She did what most new mother’s 
do; called her mom. At the time, they 
thought it could be ear infections, so 
Lauren made an appointment for 1:00 P.M. at the children’s clinic in Lake 
Charles. While at that appointment, it was barely noticeable that Bran-
don’s breathing was becoming slightly labored. Within minutes, Bran-
don became very lethargic; the doctor ordered a chest x-ray. The results 
of that x-ray left everyone baffled – the entire left side of his chest was 
white. Lauren, a new nurse was not sure what exactly it was, but knew it 
was something bad. The clinic sent them to Lake Charles Memorial Hos-
pital. Upon their arrival, Brandon was limp. His oxygen was reading nor-
mal on their monitors, but he was only having 50 respirations per minute 
(which is practically unheard of) and each minutes that passed, he got 
worse. The first doctor that saw Brandon as he was being admitted to 
the hospital gave the diagnosis of aspiration pneumonia. Lauren tried to 
insist that could not be it – Brandon’s condition was sudden onset; not 
typical of this type of pneumonia. As she watched the nurse hook the ro-
cephin antibiotic up to administer through his IV, she could not shake the 
feeling that what was happening to her baby was something much more 

serious. What happened next can only be described as a ‘God thing’! Lau-
ren’s mother had been a pediatric nurse for years, and she started mak-
ing calls; she was able to get in touch with an old doctor friend, and he 
walked into Brandon’s room. He repeated the same assessment of the 
first doctor; right away he noticed Brandon’s liver was enlarged and sus-
pected he was in heart failure. They immediately moved Brandon to the 
PICU – within minutes of arriving there, an ECHO was done, and Brandon 
was diagnosed with severe heart failure. 

Endocarditis (infection of the lining of the heart) is the official first diagno-
sis Brandon was given. The medical team said he was entirely too healthy 
during his short life for it to be Cardiomyopathy; something you are born 
with. By 6:00 A.M. the next day, Brandon’s ECHO was worse – the treat-
ment for Endocarditis was not working. Although they could not explain 
it, Brandon was given his second diagnosis, Cardiomyopathy. The plan to 
transfer him to Texas Children’s Hospital went into effect. A kangaroo crew 
flew from Houston to Lake Charles to transport Brandon back to Houston. 
The first two nights at Texas Children’s were spent in the PICU; it was 
pointed out to Lauren it was encouraging Brandon was not in the CVICU 
(Cardio ICU) On the third day, it was confirmed Brandon had dilated and 
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, and he was moved to the CVICU. His heart 
was the size of a 9-10 year old child’s; it was pushing his left lung over.

Essentially, Brandon was not sent to Texas Children’s for a heart trans-
plant, he was not a candidate at the time. Basically, they were sent there 
for Brandon to die. August 8th-14th was spent running tests. Tests. Tests. 
Tests. During this time, Brandon also went into kidney and liver failure. 
The doctor’s determined Brandon did not have a metabolic disease – 
which would make his body attack a new heart. That was the most im-
portant piece of the ongoing puzzle, because that made Brandon eligi-
ble for a heart transplant! The problem was, Brandon’s heart was failing 
faster than they could help him, and he was also not doing well on the 
ventilator. God showed up again – a doctor that was a part of his team, 
was also a doctor that was familiar with the Berlin Heart. (at that time in 
2009, the Berlin heart was not FDA approved, and had only been used on 
adults in Berlin, Germany) A pediatric size was made, and on August 17th, 
Brandon had open heart surgery to place the Berlin heart, so he could 
wait for a transplant. Basically, the Berlin heart is a machine outside of 
the body, that connects to the heart and does the work the heart should 
be doing. A machine outside of his body was the left side of his heart! He 
was listed for transplant and on September 1st was moved to a regular 
hospital room. At that time, the average wait time for a heart transplant 
was five months, although Brandon was a severe case, since a machine 
was keeping him alive. 

At 5:10 A.M. on September 10, 2009, the 
Chance family got the call – they had a 
heart for Brandon! At 4:00 P.M. that day, 
Brandon was taken back to start the sur-
gery, and at 11:03 P.M. his new heart start-
ed beating, before they had even closed his 
chest! It wasn’t until 3:30 A.M. on Septem-
ber 11th his parents got to see him for the 
first time postop. Seven days later, Brandon 

was moved to a regular room – November 3rd they were discharged from 
Texas Children’s Hospital, and the Chance family returned to Louisiana on 
December 9, 2009!

When they left the hospital with Brandon, he was on 17 different medica-
tions; anti-rejection meds among so many others – currently he is only on 
five! Even though this year is ten years post-transplant, Brandon still has 
to be monitored closely. There is still plenty of heart caths, biopsies, and 
ECHOS in his future; but the Chance family takes it all in stride. It’s their 
life, it’s a part of them.                 (Continued on page 17)

Two Days Post Transplant

Brandon Heath Chance

Newborn

Healthy Five Month Old
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PERSONAL 
SPOTLIGHT
(Continued from Page 16) 

For now, Brandon is a ray of sunshine for 
anyone that encounters him – because 
of a donor, Brandon Chance thrives and 
his family gets to enjoy every second! 

**Typically as I interview someone, I use my own words throughout the 
article. I feel I am adequate at portraying the thoughts of others, while it 
still being from them; although sometimes not direct. This month, I can-
not do that. Sure, it was ‘easy’ in a sense to tell Brandon’s story in my own 
words, through talking with Lauren. I find myself unable to reword some 
of the things I asked specifically to her – in a way for you, the reader, to 
really grasp the emotion – the realness. So forgive me for being a bit un-
orthodox this month, as I am only able to give three literal quotes from 

Lauren. I hope you are able to grasp a fraction 
of the life God has helped them through!**

– In trying to put into words what it means to 
be a family of an organ donor recipient:  
“The heart that was knit together in your 
womb will save the life of the baby knit to-
gether in mine...” (quote from a post in 2016 
by Danielle Wakefield)

“Oh, my heart. The prayer for a new heart for Brandon was never some-
thing I could quite articulate at the time, I couldn’t ask. My prayers at 
that time were so simple... ‘God, please...’ that’s it. Just please. Please 
what? I couldn’t say it; but here we are working on TEN years later... and 
God heard me loud and clear. I thank him with all the words every single 
day for the life of Brandon’s donor. The life that saved him. Because of a 
donor…” – Lauren Chance, 2/19/2019

– On Brandon’s 10th birthday:
“Before you were here, when you were a flut-
ter I felt inside me- I worried for things I could 
not yet imagine. For five solid months- when 
you were my healthy beautiful boy, I rocked 
you- and I thanked God for your health. Every.
single.day. When your health became an illu-
sion- I raged to the sky, I knelt and cried to the 
ground. I searched so long for answers that ar-
en’t mine to have. Yet. On a good day, I swallow that down with grace, 
and I smile. On a bad day, I kneel to the ground, and still- ten years later- I 
rage at the sky. My son is TEN today. Chronologically, my son is ten. De-
velopmentally, my 10 year old is tangled somewhere around the age of 
a quirky 4 year old. Spiritually, my boy is everything I wish I could be. He 
is, quite simply- a joyful child of the King. He is his Daddy’s biggest fan, 
his Momma’s endless supply of hugs. He lights up any room his Grand-
parents are in, he is loyal to his cousins, honest to his siblings, he is re-
servedly wild, and delightfully original, he is ALIVE ten years past what his 
first heart would have allowed. His Momma is struggling somewhere be-
tween the sky and the ground today, tangled between joyful praise and 
tearful prayer. Because of a donor, I whispered, ‘Happy Birthday’ to a TEN 
year old this morning. Happy Birthday my son, because of you-I see a tiny 
piece of Heaven on Earth every single day.” – Lauren Chance, 2/27/2019

 – And finally, when I asked Lauren if it was even possible for her to put 
into a few words an overview of their entire journey so far; from her point 
of view – Young new mom, some of the crazy thought process through 
the whole ordeal: 

“That’s so hard to process... even now; I felt like I had just learned to 
be a mother. I felt like I had just given in to being so totally in love with 
him, and like God had betrayed me, that he was taking him away. I was 
angry. My medical background was disastrous; I felt like in the beginning 
it made everything worse because I understood the severity of what we 
were facing without it being spelled out. I watched when they intubated, 
my hands twitched to be the one to bag him. A hospital is a second home 
to me, I know how to be a nurse. I felt like my rational mind wouldn’t al-
low much room for faith. Being surrounded by other parents losing their 
children, praying to the same God as me, it was devastating. Later, after 
the first surgery, my medical background helped. I was more comfortable 
with the tubes and wires. I held him first - I discovered the symptoms of 
a PICC line infection that sent him to the NICU. I wasn’t as overwhelmed 

Brandon Chance First Birthday

Brandon's 10th Birthday

Lauren and Justin Chance

with his med schedule. I got to be nurse and mom; and while that made 
me sad, I was thankful for the education I had prior. I gave in to the peace 
of other people’s praying hearts. I felt the most immense peace during 
transplant. The Holy Spirit bled from the walls! I swear to you, it was pal-
pable in the room! When the nurse told us his heart was out of his body 
and his new heart would arrive soon it was surreal. They took his heart 
out before his new heart was in the building!? ‘Yes ma’am, we have to 
be ready... if you listen closely, you will hear the sirens of the ambulance 
pull up...’ as she walked away we heard them. I can never describe how 
much calm we had during the storm. Once that initial shock wore off and I 
allowed God to help me, it was like floating through a nightmare. Nothing 
could touch us.” – Lauren Chance, 3/13/2019

City Marshal Randy Williams wanted to inform the following people that 
they have outstanding bench warrants through the Natchitoches City 
Marshal’s Office. The names onthis list did not pay their fines in full nor 
did they return to court on the court date theywere sentenced to by City 
Court Judge Gahagan. These individuals will need to clear uptheir fines 
and bench warrant fees at the City Marshal’s Office located at 328 St De-
nis Street. to stop any further action:

FINE PAYMENT (F):
Ashley Brown, 735 Culbertson Lane, Natch, La – TBS
Antonio Brown, 1531 Stella St, Natch, La – No Insurance, No Registration
Tomicko Carter, 159 Howard Rd, Robeline, La – Careless Operation
Quantesha Charles, 136 Box St, Campti, La – DP
Dedrick Gordon, 4305-7 Christina St, Lake Charles, La – Display of License 
Plate
Lakedra Hamilton, 609 Rowena, Natch, La – TBS, Remaining on Premises, 
No DL
Dextalitria Hymes, 226 Gibson St, Natch, La – DP, SB
Kimberly Jackson, 1120 Magnolia St, Natch, La – Lights when Required
Antonio Johnson, 313 Julia St, Natch, La – DWI
Sheena Logan, 200 Sylvan Dr, Natch, La – DP
Shafonda Murphy, 1151 Grace Ave, Natch, La – SB
Kendrick Nicholas, 136 University Dr, Natch, La – DP, No DL
Ricky Pearrie, 227 Powell St, Natch, La – SPOM
Larry Pye, 131 Howell St, Natch, La – Resisting an Officer
Jose Saez, 194 Rex Water Well Rd, Natch, La – Exp MVI
Ricky Scott, 328 Scott Loop, Natch, La – DP
Penny Simmons, 812 Dixie St, Natch, La – Careless Op-
eration
Antonio Taylor, 1815 South Dr Lot 1361, Natch, La – SB
Amy Tousaint, 107 Martin Dr Apt 4, Natch, La – SPOM
Brittany Toussaint, 306 Shoreline Dr, Winnfield, La – Un-
licensed Driver
Roshonda Young, 1733 Johnson Chute Rd, Natch, La – 
TBS
Shanique Brown, 131 TJoe St, Natch, La – Speeding

Trial (T):
Cadarius Burton, 1432 Dixie St, Natch, La – (2) Domestic Abuse Battery
Talmon Curtis, 420 Julia St, Natch, La – Possession of Stolen Things
April Dubois, 17960 Hwy 1, Lena, La – Resisting Arrest, TBS, Criminal Tres-
pass
Gretchen Iles, 505 Hedges St, Natch, La – (2) TBS
Kadaija Jackson, 500 North St Apt R2, Natch, La – SPOM, Resisting, SCDP
Jermaine Lacaze, 911 Lake St, Richwood, La – SPOM

DO YOU HAVE A 
WARRANT?

Natchitoches City Marshal Randy Williams 
would like to inform the following individuals 
that they have outstanding bench warrants 

through the Natchitoches City Marshal’s Office. 
Individuals listed did not pay their fines in full 
nor did they return to court on the court date 

they were sentenced to by City Court Judge Ga-
hagan. These individuals will need to clear up 
their fines and bench warrant fees at the City 

Marshal’s Office located at 328 St. Denis Street. 
to stop any further actions
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Finest Memorials Since 1965 
Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of  North America

Member American Institute of  Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

EVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken

Manufactured Home Service
35 Years Experience, Licensed and Insured

New Skirting & Home Relevels,
Doubles and Singles

Mark Megason
1869 Allen Beulah Road

Robeline, LA 71469
318-472-6800

JESUS CHRIST STILL SAVES Rom. 10:9-13

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

On January 6, 2019 The Yasmine Jason family lost all of their belongings when their home, located at 761 Hwy 504 in Natchi-
toches, LA. was completely destroyed by fire. The family had NO Insurance. The Jason Family is a great customer to The All 
New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram. Mrs. Jason came in to the dealership after the fire to get some tires changed out for the 
vehicle she purchased. The All New Legacy donated the tires for her vehicle. We are asking the community to join us in standing 
behind this family as we do our best to help them get back on their feet. Our hearts ache for this family.

Will you donate money, supplies, clothes, food?S Any type of donations will be accepted.  

The All New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram would like to challenge all businesses in and around 
Natchitoches Parish to MATCH the $1,000 Donation that we are making!

THIS FAMILY NEEDS YOUR HELP & WE ARE HERE TO ASK YOU TO JOIN US IN REBUILDING 
THE JASON’S HOME AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.

To make a donation please visit the Go Fund Me Page Entitled: Yasmine Jason 761 Hwy 504 
Natchitoches La Home burn or bring your donation of any type to: 

Or Call
CALL ROCKY HARGISS ANYTIME (318) 518-9640 --- 24/7
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406 Pelican Drive, Pineville, LA 71360
318-730-6705

“Where the Love of God Dwells...”

ORDER OF SERVICES
Intercessory Prayer • Tuesday, 7pm

Bible Study • Thursday, 7pm
Sunday School • 10am

Sunday Worship • 12 Noon

“Come and get your New Start”Pastor
Amos T. Brown

Elect Lady
Carla Brown

april -
June 2019

Sadie Bolton Sawyer
Book Sales      $15.99 Each

Sadie Bolton Sawyer 
is assistant pastor at
Rock Island Baptist 

Church, Natchitoches

CONTACT INFORMATION
sadiesawyer22@gmail.com

PayPal.Me/sadiesawyer
318-352-1812

YOU CAN PURCHASE 
COPIES OF THE BOOK FROM

Sweet Fruit Delights
628 Front Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

PLUmBing, LLc
o’Bannon

gLen o’Bannon, owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2019

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044
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Magnolia Lace Boutique

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Come Tan With Us
Best Tanning Bed Around

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

5 Sessions • $15
10 Sessions • $30

Unlimited Sessions • $45/mo.

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales Manager

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, Hamilton

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS

Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney C. Abington
Rodney@aapestsolutions.com

141 Cassidy Lane
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)
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Southern Belle
HAIR SALON

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318) 352-8650
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

Sabine Parish

GQ Fashions
hours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm
Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

Adidas & Nike Cleats
Dress Shirts & Vests

Men’s & Boy’s Suits
“If we don’t have what you need - we can order it”

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

Indoor Shopping
VENDORS WELCOME

CALL 409-625-1606

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT   LOCATION   FOR
 GARAGE   SALES

FRIDAY -  SUNDAY • 9  to  5

Making Lives Sweeter with 
Wendy’s Sweet Creations
Transforming a hobby of baking and cake deco-
rating to an official cake business is exciting.  Just 
ask Wendy Self, owner of Wendy’s Sweet Cre-
ations.   Since 2016, Wendy has been providing 
Sabine Parish and surrounding communities with 
creative, delicious cakes and cookies.  Not only 
are the baked goods unique and creative, they 
are also delicious!

Wendy has 30 years of experience in baking and 
decorating.  She began a career in cake decorat-
ing in 1989 and in 2014, began doing it full-time.  
Wendy’s daughter, Mayci, helps with the busi-
ness. Brian and Suzy Mattison also pitch in during busy times.

“I love baking and decorating cookies and cakes”, Wendy told Around the 
Town.  “I love the smile on all my customers ‘ faces.  I usually start every 
morning at 4:30 baking and decorating until I’m done.  I want each and 
every one of my customers to be satisfied and happy with my work and 
enjoy my sweets.”

Wendy is married to David Self and they have four grown children.  They 
are members of The Life Church in Many and David is employed with the 
Mansfield Police Department.

Check out Wendy’s Sweet Creations Facebook page for examples of her 
great work.  She’s made many lives sweeter with delicious baked goods, 
confections, and beautifully decorated cakes!   If you don’t see anything 
you like, contact Wendy and she’ll create the perfect cake or cookie to 
meet your needs.

Toledo Bend Yields a 14 
Pounder
Sean Kennon of DeQuincy, Louisiana 
caught this 14 pound fish on March 2, 
2019 and weighed it in at the Fort Polk 
Community Bassmaster’s 29th Annual 
Spring Open Tournament. The fish was 
weighed in on certified scales and be-
came lunker # 25 in the Toledo Bend 
Lake Association’s Lunker Bass Program 
and released live. Sean won’t say ex-
actly where he was fishing, but credits 
a Santone Lures football jig and thanks 
his cousin Matt Hungerford for netting the fish for him. This fish will be 
#11 in Toledo Bend’s Top 100 Biggest Bass recorded and is the largest 
caught in the last 3 years. The lake record is 15.33 pounds. Sean was also 
registered in the “Bass Cash Bash” so this fish won him $1,500 and put 
him in the lead for the annual $5,000.

The Toledo Bend Lake Association Bass Lunker program goes from May-
May.

Pressure Washing Service
318-521-3140

Anthony Parrie, Owner/Operator
ABV Pressure Washing Services LLC

abvservicesllc@gmail.com
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COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • Seafood • Steak 
Fingers • Hand Battered Onion Rings • Livers • Breast 

Filets • Much, Much More

Call In Orders To Go

256-3953
105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

Uncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

Come and be a part of a growing church!
Children and their families are warmly welcomed!

MT. HOREB CHURCH
720 Farm Rd. 1 • San Augustine, TX 75972

(936) 488-9080
PASTORS DAVID & GIA BOYD

LOVE • ACCEPTANCE • FORGIVENESS

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. JOHN 10:10

Sunday School 10:00 AM • Morning Service 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 PM

Children’s Church (on Sunday) & Monthly Activities
Monthly Men & Women’s Fellowship Meetings

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm
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We carry a variety of trucking 
supplies, hardware, decor flags, 
Corinthian Bell wind chimes, 
Lone Star feed, various seeds, 
dog, horse & cattle supplies, 
Bonnie Plants & Tops Plus dog 
food.

Caleb & Stacie Rivers, Owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992

Magnolia Lace Boutique
where every lady leaves feeling like a southern belle!

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-
       attach 6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

236 Harris Dr
Many LA

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

Beautiful brick home in the 
Ft Jesup area

4 BD 3 BA  2684 sq ft +/-
SEVENTY FIVE ACRES +/-

OF LAND
Ronald D. Brandon Listing 

Agent 318-471-5075

318.256.6410
318-256-0775

Lee Lee’s
Children’s

Boutique
Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

1013 N. Main St., Zwolle, LA

AROUND THE TOWN
REMEMBERS...

WILLIAM A. PONDER
Taken from the monument of William A. Ponder, Fort Jesup, 
LA.

“An extract from the resolution passed by the Democratic 
Central Executive Committee of the Parish of Natchitoches 
April 7, 1890, to-wit:

Resolved, that whether as Chairman of this Committee, Mem-
ber of the Legislature or Constitutional Convention, soldiers 
or citizens, he was true to every trust, zealous in every duty, 
honest in every conviction, and he has left the legacy of an 
honest name. Unsullied by even the breath of calumny. Con-
spicuous in council for wisdom and moderation, farseeing and 
sagacious in the shaping of politics, courageous in the defense 
of the right -- knowing no fear except to do wrong -- he was 
once a safe leader and a successful public man.

To these characteristics be added those of a model Christian 
gentleman, a steadfast friend, kind father, loving husband and 
a pure exemplary life.”
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Vernon Parish
18 Horses Seized From 
Louisiana Feed Lot,
Investigation Ongoing
Authorities with the Vernon Parish Sheriff’s 
Office and Louisiana Department of Agri-
culture have seized 18 horses after execut-
ing a search warrant at an address in Pitkin, 
La. A statement from the sheriff’s office on 
Facebook explained the offices had received 
“numerous” complaints of animal neglect 
against the Thompson Horse Lot, long known 
for its Facebook-based operation offering 
followers an opportunity to purchase horses 
or “bail” animals the lot claimed were at risk 
for being sent to slaughter.

A number of horses bailed by crowd-funded 
organization ICareIHelp in 2018 were pur-
chased from Thompson Horse Lot, accord-
ing to social media posts from founder Dina 
Alborano. ICareIHelp has since come under fire after critics say a number 
of those horses can’t be accounted for and may not have been properly 
cared for. Hal Parker, who housed rescued horses for ICareIHelp, was ar-
rested last month on animal cruelty charges.

The sheriff’s office announced a veterinarian evaluated 40 horses at the 
property before advising 18 be moved to another location.
“The investigation into the matter is ongoing and criminal charges are 
expected,” the statement read.

The Louisiana Brand Commission is continuing to look into the dates and 
locations of purchase for each horse.

Pickering High School 
Stages Mock Prom
Accident

A few weeks ago officials from MedExpress Ambulance Service ap-
proached Pickering High School principal Jerome Henson about mock ac-
cidents they have been conducting in Avoyelles and St. Landry Parishes. 
The setting for the mock accidents involves students drinking and driving 
after a night out at prom.

Henson thought it was a great idea to conduct the exercise for his stu-
dents. Especially with prom just a week away.

The purpose of the mock accident was to show the students the reality of 
what could happen if they choose to drink and drive. Or they choose to 
get in a car with someone who has been drinking.

Sophomore students from PHS doubled as victims in the mock accident.

Braden Lebato was the driver of the car that flipped multiple times.

Following the accident, he fell out of the car with a beer can in his hand. 
He then stumbled around to the front of the car to check on his friend 

who had been thrown from the back seat through the front windshield.

Shae’La Lawrence was the passenger in the front seat. Once the car 
stopped rolling she was unconscious.

She regained consciousness to find her friend that had been sitting be-
hind the driver laying over the dash through the windshield in front of her.

Ashton Fritts was also unconscious in the back seat on the passenger side.

Jaquelin Lopez was the student who was thrown from the driver’s side 
back seat through the windshield onto the hood of the car, dead.

Once Vernon Parish Sheriff’s Deputies Ethan Crockett and Anthony Law-
rence arrived on the scene the driver was asked a few questions and given 
a field sobriety test.

While that was in progress ambulance units from MedExpress arrived 
along with a fire truck and rescue units from Sandy Hill Fire Rescue.

Once it was determined that Lopez was deceased she was moved from 
the car and laid on the ground and covered with a blanket.

Lawrence was then extracted from the car onto a backboard and loaded 
into the ambulance.

Fritts regained consciousness and needed help getting out of the back 
seat. He was then loaded onto a gurney and put in the back of the ambu-
lance that then took off to the hospital.

Lebato clearly failed the field sobriety test and was placed in handcuffs. 
He was arrested for drunk driving and vehicular homicide.

Paramedics verified there were no signs of life for Lopez and officials from 
the Vernon Parish Coroner’s Office arrived to investigate and remove the 
body.

Lopez was placed in a body bag and loaded onto a gurney that was then 
put into the back of a Labby Memorial hearse and transported to the fu-
neral home.

All of us watching knew it was just an exercise and the students in the 
mock accident were not really hurt. In fact, they all returned to their 
classroom just a few hours later perfectly fine.

However, the sad reality is an accident just like this happens every single 
year during prom and graduation. Tyler Martin and Terry Harris of MedEx-
press Ambulance Service say their company works accidents just like this 
every year during this time.

PHS teacher Kristen Bruce knows that reality too well.

At the age of 20 she was the one thrown through the windshield on a 
night out with friends who had been drinking and doing drugs.

Bruce survived her accident with scars and a metal plate holding her arm 
together. But not everyone is that lucky.

You make the good decisions and come back to us the Monday after 
prom,” Bruce said to the students after telling them of her experience.

Henson, Bruce and everyone hope that the students all through Vernon 
Parish make the right decision to not drink and drive and to think before 
they get into a car with someone who has.

Accidents like this affect everyone and no one wants to attend a funeral 
when you should be attending graduation.

After the exercise was over the four students who played the victims were 
asked how the scenario made them feel.

“It’s an eye opener” said Lebato, the driver.

“It’s reality set in” said Lawrence, the front passenger.
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Get Peace of Mind
today for a more secure

TOMORROW!
Final Expense Insurance provide an affordable and

convenient way to manage finances for the end of life.
• Whole Life Insurance
• Affordable rates that can NEVER be increased
• Benefits that can NEVER be reduced
• Choose the benefit you need - up to $35,000!
• Simple application with no medical exam
• Protection that can NEVER be cancelled
• IMMEDIATE benefits from the very first day
• Don’t leave a financial burden on your loved ones
• This Final Expense Funeral Plan will provide the needed 

funds for your final expenses

The average funeral costs be-
tween $8,000 and $10,000

Are you prepared? Final Expense Insurance provides you and your family 
with a cash burial program of permanent life insurance.

I work with multiple insurance
companies and will work for YOU!

Call today for
a free quote:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

• Premium payable: EFT, Direct Monthly Bill or Debit/Credit Card 
• Payable Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually or Annually
• Select first billing month - Select billing day or billing week
• Draft upon approval
• Does proposed insured receive Social Security, Social Security Disability, SSI, 

VA Retirement and/or VA Disability

8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

Rockin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

Robin

It’s Not About Me, Or Is It?
by Herbert de Launay

It is not about me, but sometimes it is. Often peo-
ple get things confused. Let us look at some of the 
thinking errors involved. Sometimes we may think 
something is about us, when really it is not. Perhaps 
someone says something, and we take it personally, 
as if they said it to criticize us. However, it is possible 
they were not thinking of us at all. Maybe we just 
have a guilty conscience, as they say.

Perhaps someone cuts us off in traffic, and we say they did it on purpose 
to make us late for work. Of course, if I had left earlier, then I would not 
have had to worry about being late. Thinking that things refer to us is 
called “Ideas of reference” by psychologists. Such ideas of reference can 
be symptoms of a mental disorder or problem. Of course, normal people 
can have such ideas on occasion. But with a little thought, they recognize 
that it is not likely that everything is about them. However, when such 
thoughts become too frequent or extreme and cause problems, then we 
might benefit from seeing a counselor or mental health professional.

On the other hand, sometimes we think another person has a problem 
when really we have a problem. Sometimes you see this in families. Each 
person blames the others for their problems.

Psychologists speak of “Projection.” We project our problems onto oth-
ers. This is a defense mechanism by which we think we see in others the 
problems that are really present in us. An example could be someone 
who is unfaithful accusing their spouse of infidelity.

People have noticed this for thousands of years. Jesus mentioned seeing 
the speck in our brother’s eye when there is a plank in our own eye. How-
ever, there is a solution. If we take the plank out of our own eye, then we 
have the experience to help another person do the same. This is part of 
the wisdom of Twelve Step groups like Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcot-
ics Anonymous. One alcoholic or addict can understand and help another.

There are a number of sayings that reflect the problem of seeing in others 
what is present in ourselves. “If you spot it, you got it.” “It takes a thief 
to catch a thief.” “It takes one to know one.” “When you point a finger at 
someone, there are three fingers pointing back at you.”

Problems can show up when we think the rules do not apply to us. For ex-
ample, even though the speed limit is clearly marked, I think that because 
I am in a hurry I need to drive faster. Or, someone might omit something 
on their tax return because they are struggling financially. Actually, the 
traffic and tax laws are made precisely for people like us.

Maturity involves overcoming the narrow mindedness of my own per-
spective. Sanity includes the ability to look at things from the perspective 
of others. This can include politics, religion, and nationalism. Can I see the 
humanity I share with people of different groups or perspectives?

The story of The Good Samaritan indicates how we are to show concern 
for those around us. The Samaritans were of a different national, ethnic, 
and religious group. We can also look at the Lord’s Prayer. We are to for-
give others just as we want to be forgiven.

Selfishness or self-centeredness can be a problem. Perhaps I ask, “What is 
in it for me?” Maybe we make everything into a battle between different 
groups. Can I consider what is best for everyone? Can I look for the com-
mon good of everyone?

Mark Twain is reported to have said, “I have known a great many troubles 
in my life, but most of them never happened.” This applies to me. I can 
worry about what someone might say, or what might happen. Sometimes 
I get angry thinking about what might happen, but then things turn out 
differently. In such cases, I have let my emotions and feelings play games 
in my mind. I can end up emotionally exhausted by such unnecessary 
thinking and worrying.

Sometimes the problem is that I am trying too hard to control everything. 
I need to let God control the things I cannot. The Serenity Prayer is helpful 
in such moments. “God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I can-
not change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the 
difference. Thy will, not mine, be done.”
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Bring Your Children
to the

Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday, April 13, 2019
6 PM - Until

at the

Robeline City Park
122 Depot Street

Robeline, LA

SPONSORED BY
Mayor Bobby Behan

Chief-of-Police Gordon O’Con
Council Members

Gilda Jenkins - Pamela Jennings
Bubba Ivy

City Clerk Betsy Edwards

• Come Hunt for 1,000 Pre-Filled Easter Eggs
• Drawing for 5 Easter Gift Baskets

• Free BBQ Sandwiches, Chips
• Drinks, Brownies & Popcorn

Come watch the free movie, 
“The Son Of God” 

to be shown at dark
For More Info

Call Robeline City Hall
at

318-472-6121
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ROBELINE LITTLE LEAGUE HIGHLIGHTS 

The cleaning and renovations continue at the Robeline Ball park. Robeline will 
now be back in the Summer League. Anyone interested in donating time and help-
ing with this project are encouraged to contact any member of the Robeline Little 
League. Other improvements include installation of new lighting,  remodeling of 
restrooms, fence repairs and painting and dirt work. Robeline Little League is also 
selling T-Shirts for $15 to raise funds to help with the ball park improvements

Service Providers
Glen O’Bannon Plumbing 

Brad Pickett Electrical Services
Nolan Powell Construction 

Committee Members 
Wayne O’Con
Kevin O’Con
Tony Jordan
Nick Bynog

Tracy Jordan
Rodney French
Janice Daniels
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Fiction-Ally

The Golden Egg Hunt
by Patricia Mouton

Kate stares up at Town Hall. She’d no-
ticed it while across the street waiting for 
her Grandmother at the hair salon.  She 
decided to take a closer look.  Her Grand-
mother said it was where the Mayor’s 
office was located, and that the building 
also marks the start of Downtown.  Ev-
erything west, were homes.  

Kate walks over to the community bulletin board.  Among the ‘Help Want-
ed’ and ‘Free Puppies’, there was a picture of blues and greens.  Kate 
stands staring at it wonder why would someone put a picture of nothing.  
As she stares at it, she begins to see purple that eventually made a word 
– Inside.  Kate unpins it from the bulletin board realizing it was a actually 
a note-card and the inside reads ‘Looking under something gray, will help 
you find the Golden Egg’. — She looks to her left and spots a gray mailbox.  
She looks at the note in her hand, then back to the mailbox.  Sliding the 
note into her pocket, thinking, It wouldn’t hurt to look.
 
After moving ever blade of grass around, “There’s nothing here.”  When 
she starts to stand her hand brushes on a piece of paper stuck to the 
bottom of the mailbox.  As she removes it, she hears, “What are you do-
ing messing around Mr. fletchers mailbox?” — Kate watches her Grand-
mother step up onto the sideway, “Nothing.” She replies. Her Grand-
mother continues walking toward the shops, and says over her shoulder, 
“Mr. Fletcher doesn’t like anyone messing around his mailbox.  Come 
along, we have two more stops.”

Kate slides the second note into her pocket next to the first one and fol-
lows her Grandmother.  She’s excited about the two notes.  She wasn’t 
sure about moving to this town after living her 15 years in the city, but 
when her Mom got sick, they move here to be closer to her Grandpar-
ents.  Her Mom ended up needing surgery and for the last week, with the 
encouragement of her Grandmother, Kate has been reading Nancy Drew 
Mysteries to her Mom.  Her Grandmother said it was her Moms favorite 
stories when she was young.   Now, she has her own mystery to solve.  
Just like Nancy Drew. 

While in the hardware store, making sure no one sees her, Kate reads the 
note. ‘Where they hold your money is the place to go next.  Ask the teller 
2R for a deposit slip.’  Kate thinks for a moment, then she realizes, A bank 
holds your money.  Through the Hardware Store’s window she sees First 
National Bank and smiles, That’s where I must go next. — “Grandma, I’m 
going outside to look around.”  “Okay dear.  Stay close.  I won’t be long 
here.  Look for me in the Bookstore next door,” came the reply.

Stepping into the bank, she figures out 2R was the 2nd teller from the 
right.  She walks up to the teller, “Hi, could I have a deposit slip, please?”
“Sure thing,” came the Teller’s cheerful reply. “Here you go. Anything else 
I can help you with, let me know.”

As Kate starts to turn, the teller holds up a piece of paper, “Looks like 
you dropped this.”  Kate sees it’s another note with the blue and green 
picture on the front.  “Um, thanks.”  She hurries from the bank.  Once out-
side, she reads the next clue, ‘Around the corner is law and order.  Drop in 
to say Hello and introduce yourself. A great reward awaits.’

Kate rounds the corner and stops.  She wasn’t so sure about going into the 
Sheriff’s office. She takes a deep breath, and tells herself, “Nancy Drew 
wouldn’t be scared.” To the Deputy sitting at the desk, “Hi, my name is 
Catherine Woods.”—“Well, hello Catherine Woods.  I’m Deputy Michael 
Cane.  It is nice to meet you.” He stands, “Would you like a coke?  I’d offer 
you coffee, but something tells me you hadn’t acquired the taste for it, 
yet.”

“No thank you.  I need to get back.  My Grandmother is at the hardware 
story and will be looking for me.”   She paused a moment.  The note said 
she’d get a reward.  Was the coke the reward?  “Actually, a coke would be 
great.” — The Deputy places the coke can inside a small paper bag.  “In 
case you want to drink it later instead,” is all he says.  She sees he slides 
something in with the drink. — “Thank you.  It was nice meeting you.”  
She waves and hurries out.  Sure enough, there is a note.   ‘To the Book-
store we must go.  Around Isle 3 plus 1/2 is a prize or two.’

She spots her Grandmother talking to the Lady at the counter.  She needs 
to hurry.  Isle 3. Plus a 1/2 could be half way down the Isle.  She looks left 
first.  Nothing.  She looks right.  There on the 3rd row was a Nancy Drew 
Mystery book she hasn’t read with another note. — She starts to read 
the note when her Grandma calls, “Come on Kate.  We must get home.”  
When her Grandmother sees the book, “Oh, good.  You found a new book 
to read.” 

Her Grandma chatted the entire walk home, but because of the suspense 
of what the note says, she didn’t hear a word of it. — Kate stays outside 
on the porch as her Grandparents go about making dinner.  She opens the 
last note she found.   It reads, ‘Looking under a rocker, will give you the 
ultimate surprise’.  

She blinks and re-reads the note. She scrambles out of the rocker, kneels 
next to the rocker she was just sitting in and looks underneath.  She sits 
back and sighs.  “Nothing.” — Then she remembers that they moved 
Grandmother’s rocker next to the swing on the oth-
er end of the porch yesterday.  She hurries to the 
other side and nearly tripping along the way.  Slid-
ing to a stop and dropping to her knees, she reach-
es under the rocker.  Her hand wraps around some-
thing round.  She slows brings it out and opens her 
hand.  A golden egg.  The golden egg!

“I see you found it.” — Kate looks up to find her Grandfather.  “You knew 
about the golden egg hunt?” — He smiles, “I know you used reasoning, 
you met new friends and you kept at it.  All good qualities to have in life.”
“Why’d you do all this?”  — Her Grandmother walks up behind her Grand-
father, “You said you were too old for the Church’s Easter egg hunt tomor-
row.” — “So, did you enjoy it?” her Grandparents ask in unison. — “Oh 
yes!”  Kate jumps up and hugs both her Grandparents.  “Oh, thank you, 
thank you.  You’re the greatest.”

“I hear someone went on an Easter egg hunt,” came a soft voice.
“Mom! You’re home.” Giving her Mom a big hug, Kate whispers, “This 
is the greatest day.” — Still holding on to her daughter, Sue gushes, “I 
couldn’t miss someone’s “16th” birthday and Easter with my family to-
morrow, now could I.”

The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we 
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 species 
of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kangaroos 
and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy goats and 
baby roos. You never know what you may find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-on” 
with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We offer 
drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the comfort 
of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the petting 
zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!
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Sudoku Fun

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publish-ers seek to provide the people of this 
area with news and information about 
the current events and happenings in 
the categories of dining, entertainment, 
sports and the arts, while providing 
a venue for retail and commercial es-
tablishments, as well as local artisans, 
non-profit and service organizations to 
present themselves to the public. We 
also strive to feature some of the rich 
history and culture this area is particu-
larly known for. 
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552

S
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LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

Mon-Sat • 81m-10pm
Sun • 8am-2pm

Terry & Pam Tedder
Owners (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER
LeChic Salon/Barber

99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA
318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by Rick Zelle

From the World’s Most Beautiful
and Expensive Woods

604 Keyser Avenue
Natchitoches, LA 71457 318-354-7772

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 

3285 Old Sabine Town Rd., Hemphill, TX 75948 

Dine-In & Catering Available 
Charles & Barbara Weaver (Owners) 

Larry Weaver (Manager) 

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

Make a Difference

Adopt a Pet

Spay and Neuter

AUTO GLASS REPLACEMENT & REPAIR

P & J Embroidery & Monogramming

604 Keyser Ave., Natchitoches, LA

(318) 354-7772

M a i n  S t r e e t
B a r b e r  a n d  B e a u t y

Robbin Meshell, LMT #LA3698, Barber & Cosmetologist

Haircuts $12 ; Therapeutic Deep Tissue Massage
(30 min. or 1 hour available)

560 W. Main Street, Many, LA 71449

For appointments call 318-256-5791
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25TH AnnuAl

May 10th & 11th, 2019
Zwolle Festival grounds - 1100 s. main st.

FRiday, may 10
FoRestRy skills competition/

4H spRing Fling
8-9AM  Registration
9:30AM  Competition
12:00   Lunch

Arts, CrAfts, food Vendors

live enteRtainment
5:00-6:00am centeR stage dance studio
6:00-7:00 am studio B
7:00-11:00am next oF kin Band

truCk show Light show-8PM

satuRday may 11 
MeLyssA Anderson MeMoriAL rACe
7:00 AM  Registration
7:30 AM 1 Mile Fun Run
8:30 AM 5K Run/Walk 

Arts, CrAfts, food Vendors, ChiLdren’s ACtiVities

8-9 am  tRuck sHow RegistRation
9:30 am Blessing oF tHe Fleet
10 am paRade line up at Zwolle HigH scHool
11 am  opening ceRemonies Zwolle Festival gRounds

Recognition oF puBlic oFFicials
Recognition oF Queen and couRt

Recognition oF oldest loggeR- edwin eZeRnack
display oF loggeRs memoRial BoaRd and Recognition

log weigHt guessing  12:00-5:00 pm
skidding contest  12:30
sawing contest  1:30
Bingo    1:00 multi puRpose Building

Mud Bog CoMPetition (no AtVs)
9 am-1 pm RegistRation   2:00 competition

 tent spaces-$40  cooleR Fee-$25

Afternoon LiVe entertAinMent

12-12:30  potato log eating contest
12:30-1:00  aRm wRestling
1-2   lindsey Remedies dance
2-3   cHoctaw apacHe tRiBal danceRs
3-5  talent sHowcase
5-7   pine knotZ Band
7-9:30  louisiana Red Band
9:30-11:30  keitH FRank & tHe solieau Zydeco Band

For more information
call Lela Malmay, President

318-471-2354

ADMISSIONS
Friday - $5.00
Gates open @ 4pm

Saturday - $8.00
Gates open @ 8am

(includes entire festival)

NO ice chests, outside food/drinks
or ATVs allowed on festival grounds!



NO APPLICATIONS REFUSED
If the All New Legacy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram can’t get you into a vehicle,

you just can’t buy one! Experience is everything when getting a deal approved

1798 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: (318) 238-3383 • Fax: (318) 238-3394 • www.legauto.com

HOURS
Monday-Friday • 8:30AM-6:00PM          Saturday • 9:00AM-5:00PM

With approved credit. Rebates assigned to dealer. 
Must finance thru CCAP

Special finance rebate included in all pricing in the amount of $1,250!

Come See Our Huge Selection of Pre-Owned Inventory

“With These Prices, Stay In Town, No Need To Drive Anywhere!”
“Special Finance Rebates Included In All Pricing”

Our Service is Second to None. 
Come check out our NEW Service Dept. !

COME SEE US TODAY

SAVE

THOUSANDS
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INVENTORY LEVELS AT AN ALL-TIME HIGH!
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY
WE NEED THE ROOM

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED
NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY!

Come Check Out Our Large Selection Of Pre-Owned Inventory!

SAVE
THOUSANDS

2019 Ram 1500 4 Door Truck
Stock # R9020 Hurry Going Fast

ONLY $24,995

2019 Ram 1500 Big Horn Crew 
Cab Truck; Stock # R9005

$11,000 OFF

 2018 Dodge Journey SUV w/3rd 
Row Seating; Stock # D8045

WOW ONLY $16,995

  2018 Jeep Renegade 
Stock #J8247

ONLY $18,995

 Save Huge on Remaining 10
2018 Ram 1500 Big Horn Truck

Stock #R900736

Make Me An Offer
Must Go

 

All New 2019 Re-Designed 
Ram 2500 & 3500  

In Stock Stock #R9022
Buy Before the End of 
April and Pay close to

Employees Price


