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Paisley Grace VS.
Arthrogryposis
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

June is Arthrogryposis awareness month.
I know what you’re thinking - Arthrogry
WHAT!? My hopes with this month’s article
you will learn something new; what Arthro-
gryposis is - but most importantly, what it
isn’t. I know that sounds a bit strange, but
stay with me! After you read all the medical/
technical information, you’ll learn about a
little girl that should be an inspiration to us
all, and doesn’t let her disease define her.

Arthrogryposis is more of an ‘umbrella term’ - there are so many things
grouped under said name... (club foot is an example) Arthrogryposis Mul-
tiplex Congenital or AMC helps narrow it down a bit more. What does
AMC mean exactly? By definition; congenital joint contracture in two or
more areas of the body. In laymen’s terms: more than one joint that is
permanently ‘stuck’ at birth. The exact cause is unknown; some speculate
the main cause is there ins’t enough room in the womb for the baby to
develop, for a small percentage of others, it can be genetic. In most cases,
AMC occurs randomly, for no apparent reason. Amyoplasia is the specific
type of AMC that Paisley has (think 1 in 10,000 here) which is the gener-
alized of muscular development and growth at birth, with deformity at
most joints, with all 4 major limbs being involved. AMC is also a non-pro-
gressive disease - meaning the moment she was born, it stopped. It will
not get any worse over her life.

Now that I’ve told you a little about what AMC is, let me tell you about
a wonderful little girl that can teach all of us exactly what it isn’t. Paisley
Grace Langton was born on November 24, 2014 to Blake & Crystal Lang-
ton of Florien. (The grand daughter of Kristi McCormick, also of Florien)
Being their first child, they were very excited to welcome their baby girl to
the world. Prior to her birth, one doctor had mentioned he thought she
might have AMC and once she was born, it was 100% confirmed. To start,
Paisley was about 2 months premature, so she had to stay in the hospital
until December 31st of 2014. When she was about 8 weeks old, she was
fitted with casts on her legs. Over time, she progressed to braces with
metal bars, and wore them for 2 years. Now, she has graduated to Ponseti
Braces, which help keep her feet in the correct position. When she was
learning to walk, she used a walker. Paisley still has her walker,

(Continued on page 11)

Sabine Parish Clerk of
Court Tammy Foster
Issues Statement on
Upcoming Retirement
Yes it’s true. I’ve had several people call
and ask if I am retiring. Yes, I am at the
end of my term on June 30, 2020. I have
enjoyed working in the clerk of courts of-
fice. I have enjoyed serving the people of
Sabine Parish and I could never express
in words the gratitude that I feel for the
opportunity. I have never forgot that this
office (Continued on page 3)
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Peason Ridge Tour 2019
     by Rickey Robertson 
     
SaturdayApril 27thwas a beautiful springmorn-
ing and a great day for the annual Peason Ridge 
Heritage Tour sponsored by the Joint Readiness 
Training Center and Fort Polk and the Cultural 
Resources Section at Fort Polk. Each year those
folks interested in traveling throughout Peason 
Ridge gather and go and see and visit many of 
the historical sites , old home sites, and train-
ing areas located on this vast area located in 
Natchitoches, Sabine, and Vernon Parishes. And 
it is an area that is filled with history dating back to the Native Americans
who first settled here and from the days of the Louisiana Purchase when
settlers and homesteaders began to arrive and carve out farms.

 As Heritage Family Members 
and visitors arrived at Pine 
Grove Baptist Church park-
ing lot they greeted each 
other and boarded the tour 
bus provided by the US Army 
at Ft. Polk. There to greet 
the tour group were Colonel 
Gregory Cannata and Lt. Col-
onel Johnathan Graebener, 
Peason Ridge Live Fire Divi-
sion commanders. And a sur-
prise also arrived. Command-
ing General Patrick Frank and 
his wonderful wife arrived 
and gave everyone a short 

hello. We headed out and arrived at the 8000 acre Drop Zone and Peason 
Forward Landing Zone where everyone got off the bus to view this re-
markable area. Years ago the homesteaders and settlers of Peason Ridge
ran hundreds of head of cattle and other stock over this area now used
for airborne operation. General Frank, Lt. Colonel Graebener, and Rickey
Robertson, the tour guide for the event, addressed the large group. Gen-
eral Frank told of how the lands of Peason Ridge are of vital importance 
to the US Army as they train brigade level units at this location. All training
on Peason Ridge is live fire. Lt. Colonel Graebener advised of the airborne
operations and the various training scenarios used to train the various
units of the US Army. All Army units when they leave Peason Ridge are 
ready to be deployed overseas. And Rickey Robertson, tour guide and 
Peason Ridge Heritage Family member, gave a short history of the area, 
telling of a special way of life that the homesteaders and settlers of Pea-
son Ridge once lived. These settlers left everyone their culture, heritage,
and way of life. This way of life was almost lost when in 1941 the army 
used imminent domain to take these farms . One of the worst things that
these landowners had to face when forced off their old lands was that the
army did not pay them for 1 year. If their families, friends, and neighbors 
had not let them get corn out of their cribs, meat out of their smokehous-
es, and food from their pantries they would never have survived. But in 
2007 this changed when the US Army started the Heritage Program in 
which the sacrifice of these families was recognized. Now our history and
way of life are again being told to the younger generations. And the Army
is working with these families to save their history and the Army is now 
the stewards of our old lands and homeplaces. You may ask just what is
a heritage family. They are the families who originally homesteaded and 
settled the lands of Peason Ridge and Camp Polk and who were removed
from their homes by the army in 1941. I am a proud Peason Ridge Heri-
tage Family member and I cherish the memories of my family who once 
owned and lived on these lands.

 Several of those on the tour were 
Heritage Family Members. Ran-
dy Sandell, grandson of Rev. A.F. 
(Preacher) Sandell, was able to 
attend this tour. As we arrived at
his grandfather’s old home place, 
Randy told me that “as I looked 
out the window of the bus I won-
dered what it must have been like 
for Grandpa, Grandma, and 14 
children trying to make a living off
the land and what they must have 
had to endure to earn what little

they had accumulated and how challenging it must have been to leave 
it all behind and start over”! Michael Presley was shown his grandfather, 
Jim Owers old home site. He was able to see the large oak tree in the old
yard and could make out where the old well once was located. Yes, he was 
touched by being back at his Grandfathers old home place. A tour that 
was filled with memories of days long gone. But a tour that revived us all
with precious memories of our ancestors.

At the Merritt Cemetery ev-
eryone took a break and had 
water and snacks provided by 
Cultural Resources and also old 
time syrup tea cakes made by
Patsy Robertson. The tea cakes 
were an old staple of the type 
of treats made by the Heritage 
Families so many years ago.  We 
headed out to the large Live Fire 
Village where Lt. Colonel Grae-
bener advised the tour group 
of the types of weapons that 
were used in the assault on this 
large village and of the types of 
tactics and types and sizes of the units who train there. Everyone got a
first hand view of this major training site. As we headed further on the
tour we went through the lands where in the 1700 and 1800’s the buffalo
grazed and the Native Americans lived. Further into the tour we arrived
at Church Gathering Hill, the site where the settlers and homesteaders
would gather to worship before any churches were built in the area.  Cir-
cuit riding preachers would come and preach God’s Word from the back 
of a wagon. The families would bring their lunch and would have dinner 
on the grounds after the service. And if someone was saved during the
service they would go to nearby Odum Creek and have a baptism. The
tour group was able to see the beautiful highland meadows that were
part of the 16 sections of land set aside just for livestock grazing by the
homesteaders and settlers. A very beautiful sight as we traveled through
these meadows and rolling hills and crossed the many spring fed creeks.

 The last stop on the tour was at 
the Peason Memorial Park locat-
ed on Hwy. 118. This park has 2 
historical markers and photo ki-
osks for the public to visit. One
historical marker is in memory 
and honor of the sawmill town of 
Peason and the other marker is 
in memory and honor of the Her-
itage Families of Peason Ridge. 
The ancestors of the Heritage 
Families were pleased to stand 
and have their pictures made at 
the historical marker honoring 
their families and the way of life 

that was lost by these families. The smiles from these ancestors of  the 
Peason Ridge families told me that this tour was a great success! And at 
Peason Memorial Park Colonel Cannata and Lt. Colonel Graebener pre-
sented Rickey Robertson and the Peason Historical Foundation a Certif-
icate of Appreciation for the contributions made to the U.S. Army and
the Ft. Polk and Peason Ridge Live Fire Division. A very enjoyable day for
the 55 people who came out for this tour. And let us always remember 
the sacrifice made by the Peason Ridge and Camp Polk Heritage Families
as they gave up their homes, farms, culture, and way of life so that our 
freedoms could be preserved. And get ready for next year as we expand 
our tour route that will cover many more of the historical locations , cem-
eteries, and homesites on the 75,000 acres of Peason Ridge.

Rickey Robertson, General Patrick 
Frank, and LTC. Jonathan Graebener 
speak to and answer questions from
the Peason Ridge Tour group. (Rob-
ertson Collection)

Peason Ridge Tour group being briefed 
by Rickey Robertson, Peason Ridge His-
torian and Heritage Family Member and 
General Patrick Frank, commander JRTC 
and Ft. Polk.  At the Peason Ridge For-
ward Landing Zone and Avelino Drop 
Zone. (Robertson Collection)

Peason Ridge Tour group being briefed 
at theMerritt Cemetery by Cultural Re-
sources Specialist Scott Faris of Ft. Polk
and Rickey Robertson, Peason Ridge 
Heritage  Family member.  (Kim Wal-
lace Photo)

Proud Peason Ridge Heritage Family 
members point to the names of their 
ancestors family names on the histori-
cal marker located at Peason Memori-
al Park. (Kim Wallace Photo)

Lt. Colonel Jonathan Grae-
bener, Peason Ridge Live 
Fire Commander, pres-
ents Rickey Robertson 
and the Peason Historical 
Foundation a Certificate
of Appreciation for the
support  to the U.S. Army, 
JRTC and Ft. Polk, and the 
Live Fire Division. (Rob-
ertson Collection)



A Bomber Crashed in Pat
Freeman’s Pasture !
B-25 falls out of sky near
Robeline
by Dean Lambert

It was mid-December in 1948 when Earnest
Colston stopped his mule and leaned the plow 
into the fresh turned soil. He saw the large 
plane as it came out of the clouds and knew 
at once it was in trouble. He had heard the 
engines rev to full throttle, then pop and lose
power. The plane was in a steep bank and again 
the engines roared back to life, but the plane 
continued its downward plunge.

Just across the field from where Ear-
nest stood was the Freeman place, a 
small farm that Pat and Mary Freeman 
lived on with their year old daughter. 
It was located about 5 miles north of 
Robeline between the communities of
Shamrock and Marthaville. This Friday 
evening the Freeman’s were at the rear 

of their house gathering firewood when they also heard the loud roar of
the plane as it approached from the south. To Pat Freeman, the aircraft
appeared to be a military plane, a bomber perhaps, but he was certain it 
had problems; it was at full power and yet it seemed it was straining to 
maintain altitude. The couple then watched in horror as the plane sud-
denly nosed down and started its quick dive toward the ground. Within 
seconds the ground shook as the aircraft struck the earth no more than
300 yards from where they stood. The explosion was deafening and in 
an instant, flames seemed to shoot up a couple of hundred feet into the
overcast sky.

Pat Freeman left Mary and started
to run toward the crash site, but he 
could get only so close because of 
the intense heat. Then he noticed
the debris scattered for hundreds
of yards around the crash. Pieces 
of the plane were everywhere, on 
the ground, in the trees, and hang-
ing from the fences. Soon Earnest
Colston came and they both could see that no one could possibly have 
survived such a crash. They were right, later they would learn that seven 
poor souls had indeed lost their lives in that far corner of Pat Freeman’s 
field.

Soon more neighbors arrived at the Freeman farm as word of the crash 
quickly spread throughout the community and far beyond. Those few 
folks with telephones were the first to find out about the bomber that
crashed in Pat Freeman’s pasture, but soon it seemed everyone in Natchi-
toches and Sabine Parish not only knew, but was making plans on driving 
up to the crash site. And they did indeed come. By Saturday morning the 
narrow muddy road in front of the Freeman place was lined with auto-
mobiles of every description. Everyone wanted a glimpse of the charred
remains of the B-25 Bomber. They had heard so many stories of the crash, 
some exaggerated and others that were simply untrue. You could hear of 
unexploded bombs scattered in the field, of people that had found body
parts, of someone taking a ring off a finger that he had been found, and
of seeing wrapped Christmas presents that the service men were carrying 
home to their loved ones. These many stories just fueled the interest and
brought even more folks to the Freeman farm.

But what most saw that long weekend was 
a large scorched darken crater in the sog-
gy ground. The military crash crew from 
Barksdale had removed much of the loose 
debris by late Saturday morning and the 
plane’s engines along with larger parts of 
the plane were buried up to seven feet be-
low the ground. And even that would soon 
be removed.
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But the folks kept coming, they were curious and they want-
ed to see. Some would stay in their cars; others would pull 
over and line the fence, peering across the muddy field. Fi-
nally after several days, the traffic began to slowly subside.
Soon it was Christmas and things finally started to get back
to normal. But to this day, everyone from that era vividly 
remembers the day the bomber crashed near Robeline and 
most can tell you what they saw as they drove by Pat Free-
man’s pasture.

Note:
The plane that crash near Robeline on December 17, 1948 was an Air 
Force B-25J Bomber that had been converted to a transport aircraft. The
plane had left Biggs Air Force Base in El Paso, Texas that morning and was
headed to Miami, Florida. It was to stop at Barksdale in Bossier City be-
fore headed to Biloxi, Mississippi, then onto Florida. The plane had a crew 
of four with three military passengers. Aboard were the pilot, 33 year old 
Lt. Col. Ray H. Martin, the co-pilot was Maj. Garth Doyle, 1st. Lt. Charles
Andrews, and T/Sgt. Victor Fitzsimmons. Passengers were Sgt. Carleton
Martell USAF, AM Robert E. Greig USN, and J.R. Jones USN.

The cause of the crash was undetermined, the high impact of the crash 
simply made it impossible for the military to find the cause. The pilot had
radioed Barksdale for permission to descend from an altitude of 11,000
feet to 9,000 feet because one of his engines was having problems with 
icing. He was given permission and did descend to 9,000 feet and radioed 
back.

Shelly Salter Announces
Candidacy for Sabine
Parish Clerk of Court
Shelly  Salter has announced her can-
didacy for the office of Clerk of Court
for Sabine Parish.   Salter is a lifelong 
resident of Sabine Parish and resides in 
Florien. Salter has 27 years experience 
as a Deputy Clerk and currently serves 
as Chief Deputy. She states that her 
knowledge and understanding of the 
complex duties and operations of the
Clerk’s Office will make her the best
person for this job. If elected, I will con-
tinue to provide the citizens of Sabine
Parish with friendly and  courteous service, maintain the public records 
in an efficient and innovative manner, operate the office with integrity
and professionalism. The people of Sabine Parish deserve no less and will 
get no less from me.  I am excited about the opportunity to meet and 
visit with you in the coming months. Your prayers and support would be 
greatly appreciated 

Tammy Foster(Continued from page 1)

belongs to the people and I have kept that in mind when running the of-
fice that you entrusted to me. Thank you Sabine Parish . My staff and I will
appreciate your continued support and prayers.

Tammy Foster
Sabine Parish Clerk of Court

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek to pro-
vide the people of this area with news and information
about the current events and happenings in the categories 
of dining, entertainment, sports and the arts, while pro-
viding a venue for retail and commercial establishments, 
as well as local artisans, non-profit and service organiza-
tions to present themselves to the public. We also strive
to feature some of the rich history and culture this area is 
particularly known for.
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Addiction and Recovery
by Herbert de Launay

There are various programs for those who suffer
from problems of addiction or substance abuse. If
you or someone you love has mental health or sub-
stance abuse problems, I encourage you to begin
looking into options for help. “Seek and you shall
find.”

Even in a small town like Natchitoches, there are nu-
merous counselors and psychologists. There are various clinics, offices,
and programs. One resource is the Office of Behavioral Health on 212
Medical Drive, just north of Keyser, not far from the hospital.

Another resource is various 12-Step groups. Alcoholics Anonymous began
about 85 years ago. There are meetings daily here in Natchitoches. Infor-
mation can be found online at www.aa.org. There are A.A. meetings Sun-
day at 2 pm and 7 pm at the Office of Behavioral Health. There are meet-
ings at 220 Amulet St., the Methodist Church office building, on Monday,
Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday at 7 pm, enter on the side near the City
Court building. There are meetings at Trinity Episcopal Church, in one of
the classrooms, 533 2nd St., Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at noon.

Narcotics Anonymous began about 65 years ago. Information can be
found online at www.na.org. There are meetings daily in Natchitoches.
There are meetings in the back of the Ben Johnson Auditorium on Martin
Luther King Drive. The noon meetings are better attended; they meet ev-
ery day except Sunday at noon. There are also evening meetings Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday at 7 pm, and Friday and Sunday at 6 pm.
There are also N.A. meetings at the Office of Behavioral Health Wednes-
day and Friday at 7 pm.

There are numerous other 12-Step programs and groups. Some are avail-
able in area cities. If there is interest, some could be started locally. One
can search online for information.

There are also inpatient treatment programs and mental health institu-
tions. You could consult with the Office of Behavioral Health or a mental
health provider for more information.

One source of information is the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration at www.samhsa.gov. Another is the National In-
stitute on Drug Abuse at www.drugabuse.gov. There are many others as
well.

Pressure Washing Service
318-521-3140

Anthony Parrie, Owner/Operator
ABV Pressure Washing Services LLC

abvservicesllc@gmail.com

Corkey Bruce, Owner
Natural Springs
Garden Center

In The Garden
by Corkey Bruce

By now you probably have most of your plant-
ing complete. You have enjoyed the early dis-
play of color. Everything seems to be more
beautiful in the cooler temperatures of spring.
The flowers would have been larger and the
smell sweeter. If your hanging baskets or con-
tainer planters have stopped blooming and
have become leggy, give them a hair cut by
trimming off the excess to encourage bushy
new growth. If you prune back your perenni-
als and annuals after blooming, most will put on
new blooms and give you a second big show. In
most cases, you will see new growth in only one week to ten day. Try it
and be amazed.

We have had a very unusual, wet spring. Do not feel bad if you are behind.
It is not too late. In fact it may be the best time to add some perennials
to your garden. The problem can be availability. Be careful to purchase
plants that have been properly cared for. I have seen plants that have
been displayed in the hot sun in a hot parking lot that have been stressed
to the point of wilt. These I would not want to plant at any time but espe-
cially not in summer.

With that being said, at Natural Springs Garden Center you will always
find healthy plants that are ready to plant. Since we grow our own plants
we can time production so that they are well cared for. All our plants get
a regular feeding of 20-20-20 liquid fertilizer at least once a week to keep
the roots health and the foliage bright.

There are many carefree perennials that bloom late and into the fall. Plant
ahead and plant now.

Echinacea: The native cone flower blooms in different colors. It bloom
mid-summer to mid-fall. It is attractive to bees, butterflies and bird. And
it is deer resistant.

Blue Plumbago: Butterfly habitat and deer resistant, few plants beat plum-
bago for garden performance. Blooming from late May through frost, it’s
indigo blue flowers are a must in a perennial garden.

Salvia: Salvia comes in several varieties and colors. With a little mainte-
nance you can keep them blooming into fall. Simply deadhead spent flow-
ers and watch the new buds appear. Salvia is a magnet for hummingbirds
and butterflies. It is also said to have healing qualities.

Euphorbia Vermillionaire: This is our second year growing Vermillionaire.
In the last few days the hummingbirds have possessed this plant with a
vengeance and I feel like I need to issue a disclaimer “Shop at your own
risk.” They love this plant.

Buddleia: The Butterfly Bush: As the name implies, this plant is very at-
tractive to butterflies as well as hummingbirds and bees. Bees are import-
ant in the garden as they are natural pollinators and help produce flowers
in abundance. Also, the Butterfly Bush is not on the preferred menu of
our deer population. This plant begins blooming late spring or early sum-
mer but will bloom into fall. It will bloom better if the spent flowers are
deadheaded.

Lavendar: Blooms through August and is very heat and drought tolerant.
If your lavender is not doing well you are probably overwatering it. Grow
lavender for the production of essential oil, which comes from the distil-
lation of the flower spikes. You can also use it in potpourri. It is also used
as a natural pest repellent near your outside living space. The scent deters
mosquitoes, flies, and other problem insect. The added benefit is that it
attracts butterflies while deer fine its scent obnoxious.
Dianthus Jolt Series: this perennial dianthus grows 16” to 20” tall and is
extremely heat tolerant. Grown in full to partial sun it is a great plant for
the center of a mixed container. Related to the Carnation this plant makes
a great cut flower.

Colocasia: Elephant Ears Thailand giant is a green that grows up to eight
feet tall. Distant Memory is a purple elephant ear that grows 4’4.5’ tall
and with each purchase .25 will be donated to Alzheimer’s Research. Il-
lustris elephant ear grows up to 5’ tall and is dark purple. Coffee Cups
elephant ear grows up to 5’ tall and is green with dark veins. They all grow

in full to part sun and add a great tropical look to
you landscape.

As a side note, I have the Thailand giant and last
year it reached nine feet tall. It was in itsthird year
last year and planted in full sun.

Helleborus: Also known as the Lenten Rose because it blooms during the
Christian season of lent and blooms for about six weeks. This is a long
bloom time and it is usually blooming at Easter time. This plant is ever-
green and though you won’t have blooms this summer you will be sur-
prised to see beautiful, star shaped blossoms next year to cure your late
winter blues. This plant grows in deep shade and is a great compliment
to your fern and hosta beds. As an added bonus it is resistant to deer and
rabbits.

These are just a few of the perennial plants that will continue to give you
color for the rest of the summer and into the fall. There are lots more but
space is limited so come see us and see what all we have to offer.

Remember, find your happiness where you planted it.
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Atchafalaya
by Mark Allemond and Peggy DeVall

Growing up in and around the Atchafa-
laya Basin I have often pondered all of
the meanings of the word Atchafalaya. 
It really means something different to
everyone who has had the opportuni-
ty to explore and also benefit from the
vast areas that the great Basin has to 
offer.

As an example, the Town of Henderson, where I was raised, is a result of 
generations of people who have earned their livelihood from commercial
fishing within the Atchafalaya Basin. Today the Atchafalaya continues to
be the life source of much of the community.

Whether it is the commercial fishing industry, including the major distri-
bution of crawfish, or the relatively newest trade of tourism in recent de-
cades, the Atchafalaya River and its backwater swamps definitely defines
the essence of that community and many others throughout the region.
During the colonial period of the 1600s, the Atchafalaya River and its riv-
er basin were a main reason why so many trappers, left the comforts of
France, other European countries and Canada to come to the Atchafalaya
for trapping of fur bearing animals for the fur trade. At the time this was
one of the major industries in the world, as the world would not see the
industrial revolution for many years to come.

Later between the early 1700s 
through the early 1900s, the 
Atchafalaya and its basin 
would be a large contribu-
tor to the cypress logging in-
dustry, which was occurring 
throughout the Gulf Coast re-
gion of the south central US. 
Hundreds, if not thousands 
of men, were hired to cut the 

virgin cypress trees by hand and then mill the wood into “board feet” 
to export back to Europe for the construction of ships, barges and other
marine vessels, due to the wood’s ability to combat erosion and rotting.
Also during this same period, numerous workers gathered the “Spanish 
Moss” from the vast inventory of cypress trees to dry then export to fur-
niture companies in the south and other parts of the US to be used as 
“padding” for all types of furniture.

Eventually, during the early to mid 1900s the industry of oil and gas ex-
ploration came into existence and created numerous well paying jobs for
workers from the local region and other states to take advantage of the 
bounties of the trade. So the Atchafalaya and its basin continued to give
up its precious recourses for the betterment of so many families.

However, one cannot over look the actual origin of the word and the peo-
ple who named this amazing river and its backwater swamps. The Amer-
ican Indian was here long before any other inhabitants for thousands of 
years and included more than one tribe. From the northern areas of the 
Basin area what is now Avoyelles Parish were the Avoyelles Tribe. Also 
just a little south the Attakapas around what is now St. Landry, St. Martin,
and adjoining parishes.

Also, in the center of the Atchafalaya Basin, including St. Martin, Iberia
parishes primarily were the Chitimacha Indians, who were fishers and
hunters. This tribe, according to history, was the group who named the 
Atchafalaya River after their chief. Chief “Atchafalaya” in their language
means “Long River”.

Therefore, today, Atchafalaya con-
tinues to mean something different
to all who live in or visit the region, 
which is why in the late 1990s the 
federal government through coop-
eration with the State of Louisiana
made this entire region a National
Heritage Area.

Visit www.louisianatravel.com for more information about other stories
related to the Atchafalaya.

Greg Lord Announces
Candidacy for State
Representative District 24
Dr. Greg Lord is a Republican, he is pro-life, 
pro-2nd amendment, and pro-business! He’s 
running for La State Representative in District
24. Greg Lord is asking for your vote! 

Greg Lord has been practicing quality med-
icine in Vernon Parish for 38 years and is a 
graduate of Simpson High School, Northwest-
ern Sate University in Natchitoches, and LSU 
School of Medicine in Shreveport.

Greg knows how to get things done. He has improved the quality and ac-
cess to healthcare for Vernon Parish by founding and becoming the man-
aging partner of Vernon Parish’s first rehabilitation hospital, founding and
managing partner of an award-winning acute care hospital, and a partner 
and medical director for the beautiful newWoodlands Healthcare Center.

During his career, he has taken on both big government and big business 
lobbyists as he has seen first-hand how corrupt practices in our state af-
fect the success of honest local businesses. He has been frustrated, like 
you, with big government over-reach into our lives. 

He is married to Angelle Dupre Lord and they have 6 grown children and 
four grandchildren. They are activemembers of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints.

Greg Lord believes that if we send honest and truly conservative Christian
people with a proven track record of success to Baton Rouge, we CAN 
turn this state around! It’s up to us, and with YOUR support we can do it!
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A Snack Bag of Unusual
Black History Trivia
by Edwin Crayton

I love learning trivia that sheds new light on a 
subject, especially if it’s fun or intriguing. Be-
cause you are reading this black history column, 
you probably do too. Black history has many un-
known gems. Here is a bag full of what I believe 
are some delicious ones. So grab a favorite bag 
of snacks, sit back and enjoy every bite of trivia.
The slave who shipped himself to freedom: Slaves were often pretty
smart. You had to have brains to survive the brutality of human slavery. 
Evidence of this often showed up in the brilliant ways they escaped to
freedom up North. An article on pbs.org says, Henry “Box” Brown for in-
stance got his name because on March 23 1849 with help from a white 
friend, he had himself shipped in a crate from Richmond, Virginia to Phil-
adelphia. For 27 hours he endured tossing and turning as the box was in 
route. But in the end it worked! Brown was a Christian man of faith and
when he exited the crate he gratefully sang a psalm. (Even Fed Ex could
learn a lot from this guy.)

Early NAACP leadership was so “white” it almost needed to be integrated
itself.  That’s because according to history.com, when it was founded in 
1909 the NAACP (National Association for Colored People) had only one
black executive on its initial leadership team. That man was W.E.B. Du-
bois. In fact the first president of the NAACP was a white lawyer named
Moorefield Storey. But Dubois went on to become quite an important
and respected black leader and the person most people would associate 
with the NAACP.

Betty Boop, the popular cartoon character was actually based on a black
woman. She is white in the animated series you can still see today, but re-
spected Cartoonist Max Fleisher based Betty on a black jazz singer in Har-
lem named Esther Jones. According to “10 unknown black history facts”
an article on pbs.org, Jones performed at the famous Cotton Club and
originated the “Boop Beep De Boop” style of singing Betty Boop is known
for. Today, you can still spot young girls wearing Betty Boop t-shirts and
other apparel as she is still trendy and popular. Although the character is
depicted as a pretty, young white woman, apparently, it all started with a
pretty, young black woman.

Nonviolent leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once applied for a gun permit
and owned a gun. According to the Huffington Post a journalist visiting a
young King almost sat on a gun someone had laid in a chair in King’s par-
sonage. But this was early in his ministry and he eventually got rid of his 
gun when he realized it was inconsistent with his faith. And from then on, 
King was truly committed to nonviolent direct action.
Rosa Parks was not the first black woman to refuse to give up her seat
on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama. A story from PBS.org says 
a 15 year old Montgomery teenager named Claudette Colvin refused to
give up her seat about 9 months before Parks. More important, Colvin 
was one of four women who was part of the suit that actually ended seg-
regation on buses.

Doris Day, Hollywood singing legend began singing by listening to a black 
singer. Day who passed away while this article was being written said
she began singing after listening to radio broadcasts of legendary African
American Jazz Singer Ella Fitzgerald. In an AOL.com article, Day said she
was “trying to catch the subtle ways she (Fitzgerald) shaded her voice.”
Did Moses marry a black woman? Increasing numbers of scholars think 
so, but it is not conclusive. However, the New King James Bible says In 
Numbers 12:1:“Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of 
the Ethiopian woman whom he hadmarried…” (In some versions you will
see the words, “Cushite woman”. Cush is a region in East Africa.) But hold
on. Not all agree that she was black. On gracethrufaith.com it is pointed
out that there were two lands in Cush and so there were non-blacks liv-
ing there. Interesting debate. However there should be no debate that
Africans did play important roles in the Bible. In Acts Chapter Eight Philip
witnessed to an Ethiopian Official who points out to Philip that he needs
someone to explain to him what he is reading in the Bible. This conversa-
tion is often cited when ministers explain the need to study and explain
the Bible to newcomers and the lost. The Ethiopian’s words in that en-
counter have become very important in Christian Theology and History.
African American jockeys once dominated the Kentucky Derby. How
dominant where they? Well, consider the fact that according to history.
com, black jockeys won 15 of the first 28 runnings of the Kentucky Derby.

In fact the first Kentucky Derby was won by Black Jockey Oliver Lewis on
May 17, 1875 at the then brand new Churchill Downs Racetrack.

Why Scientist George Washington Carver created hundreds of prod-
ucts but only patented three. The man who should really be known as 
“Mr. Peanut” is not the peanut character on the jar of Planters Nuts. It’s
George Washington Carver, noted black scientist who found hundreds of
uses for peanuts. But Carver was basically not materialistic. According
to biorgrahpy.com, Carver turned down a six figure salary offer from the
company founded by famed Inventor Thomas Edison. Mr. Carver also al-
legedly dressed shabbily, spending little on clothes. And that spirit of an-
ti-materialism apparently carried over into his work, as he did not apply
for patents because he did not want a “few favored people” to benefit
from his discoveries. Carver cared about benefiting everyone. He also said
applying for patents would take time away time away from his scientific
work which involved much more than peanuts. Another interesting tid-
bit: the supporters of Indian Revolutionary Mahatma Ghandi asked Carv-
er for advice on how Ghandi could stay strong during his hunger strikes.
Mississippi, which is known worldwide for its racist past was ironically the 
first state to send a black person to the U.S. Senate. According to history.
com, in 1871, from February 1870 to March 1871, Hiram Rhodes Revels 
served as a senator from Mississippi. This was the Reconstruction Period
when southern states were reorganized and blacks were allowed to serve 
in political offices. Then, Louisiana itself had a black governor: PBS Pinch-
back. But this period did not last and discrimination and racial segrega-
tion destroyed the gains of reconstruction until the civil rights movement
led to greater equality for African Americans and other minority groups.
Local Shout Outs: Want to Make a Difference In Your Community? There
are now five vacant seats available on The Natchitoches Community Im-
provement Foundation Board (NCIF). This community board is court-or-
dered to distribute 1.8 million in funds designated for the public.  It gives 
grants and scholarships in the areas of education, recreation, housing and
economic development.  To be eligible to serve you simply need to be 
21 or older, live in the city of Natchitoches, and have no felony convic-
tions. Ask your community organization or church to send nominations
to: Natchitoches Community Improvement Foundation, P.O. Box 606,
Natchitoches, LA 71458. Do it now. Next meeting of NCIF will be Tuesday,
July 9, 7pm. They meet at First Baptist Church Amulet. The public is en-
couraged to attend.

Help the Homeless Coalition find a home for itself. On Monday, May 13,
2019, Modern Woodmen of America honored Helen Obioha founder of
the Natchitoches Coalition on Homelessness. The group is looking for
someone to donate a building or space to house a transition home for
the homeless. The coalition helps homeless families and individuals get
off the streets and also aids them in finding jobs, accessing mental health
resources and getting food. On June 1, 2019, in order to raise funds ,
the Coalition will hold a pancake breakfast, 9am to 12pm at First Baptist
Amulet. Each plate is $5. If you can help the Coalition, or want more in-
formation, call Helen Obioha at 313-296-3128.

Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church First Communion Class 2019

Happy Fathers Day!
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Louisiana Stay-Cation
Washington, LA & DC
Summer Vacation Edition
by Patricia Mouton

What does Washington, Louisiana, Washington 
Parish and Washington, DC have in common? Ad-
venture! From the mossy-filled oak trees of Loui-
siana to the cherry blossoms of our great nation’s
Capital, there is lots of nature, history and trea-
sures to discover! Are you ready? Let’s the adven-
tures begin!  

Our first stop is the quaint Town ofWashington.Washington is Louisiana’s
3rd oldest settlement and in the 1800s was the largest inland port where
steamboats would carry cotton, cattle and other goods from the area
down to New Orleans. One of the warehouses that held the many goods
during the 1800 has been renovated to house the Steamboat Warehouse 
Restaurant. Perched on the banks of Bayou Courtableau, you can almost 
feel the hustle & bustle of the activities of the by-gone days.

Even though the port had its last steamboat in May of 1900, the town still
holds a charm that pulls you in as you explore. Where down every tree 
filled lane, you’ll find homes and buildings original to the town. Nearly
80 percent of the homes and buildings in Washington are listed on the 
Nation Register of Historic Places. Some open for tours or set up as Bed
and Breakfasts.   

Are you into antiquing? Does finding that just right new-to-you treasure
laying among all the other old not needed or wanted stuff bring a smile
to your face? If your answer is YES, then Old Schoolhouse Antique Mall
on Church Street is your kind of place. There’s something for all treasure 
hunters. There are things from old horse-drawn plow to delicate antique
necklaces. Here is a little inside scoop: for even more treasure to hunt
through, there are semi-annual Antique Fair & Yard Sales, the second
weekend in April and October. Be sure not to miss the homemade des-
serts and a cup of coffee or maybe a homemade burger or BLT at the Old
Schoolhouse Café.

For the outdoor adventurers, how about seeing Louisiana’s beauty on 2 
wheels. The two cycle trails, Washington to Breaux Bridge or Washington 
to Eunice, give the cyclist incredible views. Experience the small towns
along the way fill with local culture and flair. Some say, a little cycling is
good for the soul. Along the Zydeco Cajun Prairie Byway, you might come
away with a little Cajun in your soul.

Speaking of getting out into nature, in the upper top corner of the Loui-
siana boot sits Washington Parish, where outdoor fun is the name of the 
game. This is the place for enjoying a little tubing, canoeing, swimming,
camping, fishing and relaxing on the white sand beaches. Washington
Parish was sectioned off from St Tammany and the city of Franklinton
was formed in 1819 as the parish seat of government. After the Goodyear
family set up the Great Southern Lumber Company in the piney woods 
of Washington Parish in the early 1900s, the town of Bogalusa was built.  
Bogalusa was later incorporated in 1914.  

The gem of Washington Parish is the Bogue Chitto. Floating lazily with
the gentle current down the Bogue Chitto draw folks for miles around.
There are tubbing companies at different points along the Bogue Chitto
giving a different experience to natives and visitors alike. There are cabin
rentals nearby with a few located just steps away for throwing in a fishing
line and catching a little something for dinner. White Sands Lake offers a
beach experiences right there in the middle of Washington Parish. They 
offer paddle boat, kayaks and SUV rentals to add to the fun of the day.

Here’s a little something different, berry picking. There are scattered
pick-your-own blueberry files. At the right time of year, watermelon is
plentiful. What a great way to end a day in the sun, but with some water-
melon outside at the picnic table. Or for those who want a little ‘indoor’
exploring check out the Junky Monkey antique shop and Esma’s Antiques
Collectibles where finding that treasure will be the highlight of your day.
Interested in a museum or two or three? The DA Varnado Store Museum 
was a general store from around 1906 to mid-1980s before becoming a 
museum. They feature different exhibits throughout the year with hands-
on events for special occasions such as Mother’s Day and such.  

(Continued on Page 28)

Open Letter from
Natchitoches Councilman  
Russell Rachal
The Natchitoches Parish Council met on May 20, 
2019 for their regularly scheduled meeting. The
agenda was rather lengthy, which requierd the 
Council to vote on.

The Council adopted a proclamation honoring Ms.
Janice Bolton for being named Louisiana Realtor of 
the Year by the Louisiana Realty Association. Ms.
Bolton is a lifelong resident of Natchitoches Parish. 
Her mother was a realtor for many years in Natchi-
toches Parish as well. Ms. Bolton has been very active in the community
and works tirelessly to assist in any way possible. This award was greatly
deserved, as she was selected as the winner selected from approximate-
ly 14 and 15 thousand other Realtors in the State. This is a great accom-
plishment and we are very proud of her.

The Council approved Ms. Julie Lockhart as the new Parish Treasurer. 
Ms. Lockhart was nominated by the Parish President after the position
was advertised for and the interview process was completed. Ms. Lock-
hart will be a great asset to Natchitoches Parish.

Ms. Kathrin Holden was appointed as the new Registrar of Voters by the 
Parish Council. The Council appointed an interview committee consisting
of four people, Council member Patsy Hoover, Council member Russell 
Rachal, Parish Clerk Cheryl Frederick, Parish Human Resource/Payroll
Director, Cathy Creamer. Ms. Holden will assume the duties f this posi-
tion as soon as the necessary paperwork is submitted to the Secretary of
State’s Office and is approved.

The Parish President asked the Council to approve a Resolution to
declare the Solid Waste Transfer Station as “surplus property” and to
authorize the advertisement for proposals to lease and operate the Solid
Waste Transfer Station. For something to be declared as surplus prop-
erty, it must be stated that it is no longer in use. The Transfer Station is
being used every day of the week and on Saturdays as well. It is need 
of repairs, but the current provider offered several months ago to make
the necessary repairs at their expense, providing that the Natchitoches 
Parish Government enter into a contract for a period longer than 3 or 4 
years. This is because the repairs would be approximately $300,000 and
it would not be feasible to expect someone to invest that kind of money 
for a short term agreement. Once an item is declared as surplus prop-
erty, it can then be sold at a later date. As it stands at the present date, 
if a Natchitoches Parish resident brings items to the compacter station,
it costs them nothing to dump trash because they are paying taxes that 
covers this. If leased, the leasee is under no obligation to waive this and
can start charging for anyone to dump at that point. There has been no 
complaints on the current provider and there has always been a good 
working relationship between the provider and the Natchitoches Parish
Government. Based on this, the Parish Council voted unanimously to 
award the contract to the carrier, Waste Connections.

The Parish Council voted to allow the residents of Kayla Drive and Beau 
Vista Road to fix these roads. The residents collected half of the money
that is necessary to repair these roads and the Parish is matching these 
funds.

There was an agenda item asking the Council to consider introducing 
an Ordinance to consider putting on the ballot to allow the voters of
Natchitoches Parish to decide for the current form of Government being 
the Home Rule Charter or reverting back to the former form of Govern-
ment, the Police Jury.  

This is the second attempt at this measure. When the arbitrators of this
measure failed at their first attempt through the Council, they generat-
ed a petition and circulated it through a portion of Natchitoches Parish.
The custodian of this petition turned in a petition that consisted of half
of the required signatures. There was an agenda item on the April 2019 
agenda to consider introducing this item as an Ordinance. It was listed
under “Old business” on the agenda. Due to the fact that it had been
defeated before, it was required to be listed under “New Business”. That 
is the reason that it appeared on the May agenda. The measure required 
a two-thirds majority to pass, which would have required 4 out of 5
Council members to vote in favor of advancing it.  (Cont on pg 12)
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Peaches: A Louisiana
Summer Staple
by Abigail “Missy” Hennigan 

Nothing is quite so delicious as the first bite of a
sweet peach. As the juice runs down the side of
your mouth and covers your hand with its sticky
syrup, your mind is transported to visions of 
peach blossoms, Louisiana summers, and home-
grown happiness.  While this velvet-skinned fruit 
brings up memories, tingles the taste buds, and offers a variety of prepa-
ration options, it also is a powerhouse of health and nutrition.

Here are a few peach fun facts:
1) One medium peach has approximately 60 Calories, 1.4g protein, 16g

carbohydrates, 13g sugar, and 2.3g fiber.
2) Good source of vitamin A, vitamin C, and potassium (contains 2/3 the
 potassium of a banana).
3) May lower cholesterol; lower risk of obesity; lower risk of a variety of  
 cancers; improve skin texture; and improve blood sugar control  
 (2017, Medical News Today).
4) North Louisiana (Ruston peaches anyone?) is an ideal climate for peach 
 growing – peak season is June 15-July 15 (www.lsuagcenter.com).
5) Canned peaches are a safe and economical way to include peaches in  

your diet during the off season – look for those canned with no
 added sugars.
6) Selecting: look for those just barely becoming soft with red and yellow
 skin; hard peaches with touches of green do not ripen.
7) Storing: store peaches at room temperature (out of the sun) until ripe

– after refrigeration, use within 3-5 days.
8) Preparation Tips:

a. Once peeled/sliced, toss in lemon juice to help retain color.
 b. Toss chunks into a salad, or add in a puree format instead of  
  dressing.
 c. Grill peaches as a complement to your dinner.
 d. Top yogurt, pancakes, cereal, or even oatmeal with peaches as  
  a way to get an extra fruit serving in your day.
 e. Flavor water or unsweet tea with peach slices – to increase the  

flavor, muddle the peaches first.
f. Spice up your jalapeno salsa with peach chunks.

Simple Peach Cobbler (www.furtherfood.com)
Yield: 2 servings

Ingredients:
2 peaches (peeled and sliced)
3 tablespoons butter
1/4 cup oats
2 tablespoons sugar

Grilled Peach and Onion Salsa (www.rachaelhartleynutrition.com)
Yield: 8-10 servings

“The Thrill Of Victory and
the Horror That Followed”
by JuniorJohnson

This was the most exciting day of young Like’s life.
Only a month before he pitched his high school’s
baseball team to a State Championship, and was 
now getting ready to sign papers for a full scholar-
ship to the local University at a press conference 
in his parents modest home.

After pictures were taken and delicious food was
consumed by well wishers, Luke’s Dad called him 
aside and presented him with keys to a beautiful sports car. Luke could
not believe his good fortune and knew that his Dad could not possibly 
have been able to afford this expensive gift, but knew how college ath-
letes were treated under the table, so he didn’t question his Dad’s “Gift”.

Luke couldn’t wait to tell his childhood sweetheart Laura his good news, 
and she immediately accepted his invitation to attend a horror movie at
the Sabine Theater that night called “The Town That Dreaded Sundown”.

Luke hoped that Laura would be so impressed with his new car, along 
with the scary movie, he might be able to make his move later that night 
at an old military fort where young people would go at night with their 
sweethearts.

Everything seemed to be going in Luke’s favor later that night with Laura
snuggled next to him when a sudden storm came upon them.  Tremen-
dous thunder and lightning along with heavy rain began to fall.  Laura was 
frantic and wanted to go home. Disappointed, but being the gentleman
that he was, Luke agreed and proceeded to start his new car.  Nothing 
happened.  He tried again with the same results.  He couldn’t believe his 
bad luck with his new car, but as Laura continued to cry, he decided to
brave the weather and go for help.

Luke knew a family that lived nearby and told Laura to lock the doors 
when he left.

Laurawas scared after Luke left and as the thunder and lightning increased
she began hearing a thumping sound on the roof of the car.  As the rain 
and wind increased, so did the thumping sound.

Laura could not stand it any longer and got out of the car into the wind 
and rain. At that time a flash of lightning lit up the sky and she saw the
cause of the thumping noise.

Swinging with a rope around his neck from a tree limb above the car was 
the body of Luke, and it was his feet swaying in the wind that caused the 
noise.

Laura began to scream, and scream, and scream.....until she awoke in her
bed at home.   It had all been a horrible nightmare.

About the same time Laura awoke from her dream, so did Luke. He had
been having the same dream.

Luke and Laura remained sweethearts through college. They married right 
after graduation, with Luke never “making it past first base” for which he
was proud.

Luke went on to have a Hall of Fame Career pitching for the Chicago Cubs, 
and Laura made amazing advances in cancer research with St. Jude’s Hos-
pital.

During the years they perused 
their respective careers, they
also became proud parents of 
four beautiful children, who
also went on to have success-
fully careers themselves.....all 
because of the values their par-
ents Luke and Laura provided.

Instructions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
2. Peel and slice peaches into small wedg-
es.
3. Combine all ingredients in mixing bowl.
4. Bake for 30 minutes.
Nutrition Facts per Serving: 272 Calories,
18g fat, 3g protein, 29g carbs, 3g fiber

Instructions:
1. Heat grill on medium-high heat. As the grill heats, cut the peaches 
into halves, removing the pit. Peel the onion and cut into 1/2 inch thick
rounds. Place peaches and onion in a bowl, toss with olive oil and season 
with salt and pepper.
2. Spread peaches and onion evenly on the grill, cut side of peaches down. 
Cover and cook 5 minutes until peaches have grill marks then remove.
Flip the onion and cook for 5 minutes more. Remove and set aside to cool.
3. When cool enough to handle, chop peaches and onion into a rough 
dice. Place in a large bowl with jalapeno, lime juice and basil. Season with
more salt and pepper if needed.

Ingredients:
4 firm-ripe peaches 1 sweet onion, preferably Vidalia
1-2 teaspoons extra-virgin olive oil 1 jalapeno, seeded and minced
Juice of 1 lime    2-3 tablespoons fresh basil, chopped

Disclaimer: The information included in this article should not be used to
replace personalized professional medical advice.

Looking for other Peach recipes or fun facts?  Check out the following 
websites:
LSU Ag Center: www.lsuagcenter.com
Georgia Peach Council: www.gapeaches.org
Medical News Today: www.medicalnewstoday.com
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The Trainer
by Dennis Coleman

About 60 years ago it was decided to have a youth
league baseball team in Marthaville. I honestly
don’t remember anything about ‘sign ups’ or ‘try-
outs.’ I am thankful to this day that I made the
team.

There were about 15 of us showed up and we
began to practice. With no lights on the field, we
practiced in the morning...kinda early. Don’t remember the age range,
but some on the team were two years older than I, and of course at the
age nine or ten quite a bit stronger and more athletic. Most in the group
had never played in a real game, with a regular field and umpires, before.
I was told at home to focus on learning the game and not so much on how
much game time experience I would get.

Soon the big day came. Oh, not the first game, not that big day. The day
I’m talking about is the day we got our brand new uniforms. Though not
admitted, several of us were sweating that. I don’t remember anyone not
getting a uni, but there may have been some. I also got a cap with an “M”
to be ironed on, some ‘sanitary’ socks, and a set of ‘stirrups’ to wear over
the sanitaries. What a day that was!! I was so proud and I’m sure that
everyone else was too.

Before our first game we had several practices and while I’m sure our skill
levels varied, I thought we were collectively very good. I also recognized
that the older boys were a ‘notch’ or two better than those of us who
were younger. They could throw and hit the ball farther, and some but not
all were faster-a-foot.

One benefit from this was especially rewarding for me. It happened quite
by accident when myself and another player seemed to always arrive 15
or 20 minutes before the others. We would begin by throwing the ball
back and forth and since he was one of our more skilled infielders he be-
gan to teach me some of what he knew. He told me that making that ac-
curate throw was always dependent on having your feet properly aligned.
When I’d make a strong accurate throw, he’d make this little signal by
waving his hand across his knees, indicating that my feet were aligned
correctly. He trained me well and I learned a lot.

From the first day of practice, new friendships were made and others
strengthened. Most if not all continue to this day. Well, the games started
and the team did well, winning eight out of ten games in that inaugural
season. The younger players probably didn’t play as much as we would
have liked, but we did play. We gained the ever so valuable “Experience,”
and next year would be our year.

My greatest reward, athletically, that year were the few minutes before
each practice I spent with one of our better players. I had the basic skills
when I showed up, but with his guidance and instruction I really improved
my game. In one game, I was in my usual place in the dugout when one of
our ‘regular’ players made a throwing error. My “Trainer” and I made eye
contact, and he waved his hands across his knees...he was telling me that
I would not have made that bad throw. That was reward enough.

I sometimes long for those days, but as the old adage says, ‘’Time and tide
wait for no man.’’ The memories still remain of turning my back to home
plate and running headlong to spot to which a high fly ball would have
been hit and getting there precisely in time to catch the ball before it fell
to the ground. Another fond memory I have is after having hit a short sin-
gle in a previous at bat and then taking notice of the opposing coach draw
in his fielders for my next at bat. I practiced meeting the ball perfectly in
front of the plate. When everything aligns the ball will jump off the bat
and as if on a ‘laser beam’ line off the center field fence. Those times long
ago are so vivid and would not have been possible if not for the trainer. He
is not among us now but I feel his presence every time I see a player make
a strong accurate throw, and though I’m not hitting or throwing anymore
I still owe a debt of gratitude to my TRAINER.

628 Front St.
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your orders NoW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
Even Sweeter Prices!

We
Cater Events

&
Deliver

Town of Many Explains
Water Bill Due Dates

In an effort to eliminate confusion as to when the current water bill is due
(15th of each month) and the due date for past due bills (10th of each
month) the council has voted to require both the current and past due
water bills to be paid on the 15th of each month. Any past due bill not
paid by the 15th, services will be disconnected the following business day.
No exceptions!

This new policy will take effect July 15th, 2019.

All bills will be due on July 15th, 2019. The June bills will continue to be
due on the 15th for current bills and the 10th for past due bills.

Sheriff Ronny Richardson and Negreet High School hosted an emergency
medical seminar on May 20, 2019 for school nurses, SRO's and several
teachers. Dr. Mark Holder, who is a full time Deputy Sheriff, instructed
those attending on mass casualty incidents and emergency medical treat-
ment in a non-hospital environment.

Sheriff Ronny Richardson
and Negreet High School
Hosted Medical Seminar.

George Foreman is amazed
at all the features each
month in Around The
Town. You will be too. Get
you FREE COPY at a stand
near you!
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We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect?
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

TBLA’s Bass Unlimited
Banquet and Auction Was
A Big Success
by Ramona Moore

Generous TBLA supporters braved the threat
of rain to attend the 17th Annual Toledo
Bend Lake Association’s Bass Unlimited –
Back A Great Fighter Banquet and Auction on
Friday, May 10, at Cypress Bend Park Pavil-
ion. The evening was the high point of TBLA’s
2019 fundraising which supports projects
that serve and benefit Toledo Bend Lake and
the surrounding communities.

The evening began with guests browsing
items available in the live auction, raffle drop
boxes, silent auction, and TBLAmerchandise.
The stage area of the pavilion was decorat-
ed by Lauren Moore and the staff of Nichols.
Emcee Ricky Yeldell welcomed the crowd,
followed by 11-year-old Abby Shanley of Ne-

greet, who sang The Star-Spangled Banner. Dinner was catered by the
Brisket House of Jena, Louisiana.

TBLA dedicated the event to the mem-
ory of Mr. Glynn Carver, whose vision
and leadership were instrumental in
the development of Toledo Bend over
its first fifty years. Linda Curtis-Sparks
performed the dedication and present-
ed the plaque commemorating the es-
tablishment of the Glynn Carver Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund. The plaque was
unveiled by his children Cathy Grigg
and Curt Carver. This scholarship seeks
to honor a true Toledo Bend giant and
inspire future students to carry on his
legacy to the Toledo Bend community
and beyond.

Auctioneer Kevin McDonald took
the stage and kicked off the eve-
ning’s main event with the live
auction. A highlight of the evening
came when Harold Allen of Living
the Dream Guide Service donated
two guided bass fishing trips that
sold for $3000 each. He received a
standing ovation.

Grand Prize Raffle Coordinator
Bruce Rogers conducted the live
drawing for the first two guns

awarded in the 2019-2020 52-Gun Grand Raffle. Curtis Conkle of Conroe,
TX won the Ruger American 6.5 Creedmoor in Go-Wild Camo, and Joe
Cicardo of Zwolle, LA won the American Tactical 12 gauge over/under
shotgun.

TBLA thanks the 2019 sponsors, supporters, and volunteers who gra-
ciously donated time, merchandise, money, and talents toward making
this event a success. TBLA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, and funds
raised through this event will be put to work to support community proj-
ects around the Lake.

TBLA is grateful to ev-
eryone for making this
banquet an event to re-
member, and we hope
that you will put Friday,
April 17, 2020, on your
calendar for next year’s
banquet, as TBLA will
be celebrating 50 years
of dedication to Toledo
Bend.

Linda Curtis-Sparks an-
nounces the Glynn Carv-
er Memorial Scholarship
that TBLA will fund and
award to deserving stu-
dents around the Toledo
Bend Lake area. (Photo
by Calley Gentry)

Cathy Grigg and Curt Carver
are presented with a plaque
honoring their father, Mr.
Glynn Carver.

More than 550 generous support-
ers braved the threat of rain for TB-
LA’s Bass Unlimited – Back a Great
Fighter Banquet and Auction. (Pho-
to by Calley Gentry)

The 2019 TBLA Volunteers for the Bass Un-
limited Banquet.



Page 11| Around The Town June 2019

8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

Rockin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

G

Robin

Special Thanks to
Ronnie and Pebbles Nunez for hosting

**Campaign donations are greatly appreciated**
Please call me with any questions or concerns at

337-794-7366

You are cordially invited to a
jambalaya fundraiser dinner to
meet and greet Chris Abrahams

candidate for Sabine Parish Sheriff

DJ Provided

145 Pebbles Lane
Many, LA

(off of Shadows Road)

June 15th, 2019
5PM-Till…

@

Paisley Grace (Continued from Page 1)

but after watching The Incredi-
bles, decided walking without it
was her super power, and hasn’t
used it since!

Paisley leads a very normal life.
Her parents; family have worked
hard, so she is able to do so!
“The world sees Pais as handi-
cap. We don’t - She doesn’t.” her
Gram, KristiMcCormick told me;
and how true that is! Paisley has taken dance for the last 2 years, she just
completed PreK at Many Elementary. Currently, she holds 2 queen titles!
Sabine Parish Cure on the Bend, and Sabine Parish Freestate Festival.

I hope reading this will encourage you to become more familiar with what
AMC is. I hope hearing about such a strong, determined 4 year old will
inspire us all! I hope you’ll join us June 15th at Painting with Pais, to help
this awesome family get to a doctor in Florida. I also hope on June 30th
you’ll wear blue in support of AMC, but most importantly, in support of
Paisley - one of the strongest little people I know!

PAINTING WITHPAIS!

June 15, 5-7 P.M.
Sabine Council on

Aging, Legacy
Building in Many

$25, must pre pay,
all supplies included
Will be painting the

flower pictured

**All money raised will help with ex-
penses for Paisley's family to travel to
FL; to consult with a specialty doctor
about a possible surgery that could
enable her to walk in the future.
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Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear

650 San Antonio Ave. 318-431-1503 Downtown Many

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

#awesomecrawfish
318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials

Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp
Sat June 1 - Uptown Jazz
Sat June 8- Open
Sat June 15- The Turn-Ups
Sat June 22- The Playmates
Sat June 29- Cane Mutiny

Jerry Ray Singletary (In Lounge)
Every Friday Night 6 pm - 9 pm

Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

Russell Rachal (Continued from page 7)

It failed by a vote of 3 members voting n favor and 2 members voting in
opposition, thus failing.

I am one of the opposing votes. The reason being, prior to 1983, a
juror could approach an employee and order work to be completed.
On December 15, 1983, the Natchitoches Parish Police Jury adopted
Ordinance 26 of 1983 which created the Road Maintenance Supervisor
position. The Ordinance states that, “It is the intent of this section that
no police juror shall have any authority, as an individual, to establish any
priorities, order any work performed, purchase any equipment, sup-
plies, material or services, or to, in any manner whatsoever, supervise or
direct the activity of any employee.

Any Police Juror that has violated any part of this Ordinance since it’s
adoption, could face prosecution. If we reverted back to the Police Juror,
we could only go back as far as the Road Maintenance Supervisor posi-
tion that was created by this Ordinance. Nothing would change with the
way business is done in the day to day operations other than the term
limits would be abolished, there would be 11 Police Jurors with retire-
ment and insurance with a compensation of $1,100 per month, com-
pared to the 5 current Parish Council members, with no benefits and
with a compensation of $500 per month.

Based on the above mentioned facts, I have consistently voted in oppo-
sition to reverting back and will continue to do so as long as it’s in the
best interest of the residents of Natchitoches Parish.

Thank you and God Bless,
Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council
District 5
(318)652-0382

och
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NEW PROGRAMS AVAILABLE FOR
MEDICARE & MEDICAID RECEIPIENTS

New programs in place for this year can help
you with not only MEDICAID BENEFITS but
also on DENTAL and VISION.

Plus Two New Life Insurance Companies

Lock in your premium!
Lock in your coverage!

No Health Questions!

I WORK WITH MULTIPLE INSURANCE
COMPANIES AND WILL WORK FOR YOU!

CALL TODAY FOR
A FREE QUOTE:
318-652-0090

Richard Jacoby

Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

1

Wheels & Rims Auto Repair

Below’s Automotive
740 Third Street

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-0947

Marvin Below
Danniell Below

Wheel Mounting
& Balance

Come and be a part of a growing church!
Children and their families are warmly welcomed!

MT. HOREB CHURCH
720 Farm Rd. 1 • San Augustine, TX 75972

(936) 488-9080
PASTORS DAVID & GIA BOYD

LOVE • ACCEPTANCE • FORGIVENESS

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. JOHN 10:10

Sunday School 10:00 AM • Morning Service 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 PM

Children’s Church (on Sunday) & Monthly Activities
Monthly Men & Women’s Fellowship Meetings
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Upcoming Classes
Natchitoches:

6 hour:
June 1st
July 6

38 hour:
June 10 13
June 24 - 27
July 8 - 11
July 22 - 25

Please call
318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We have opened our
new office and classroom at 335 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door to Fish-
er’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up for avail-
able classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org

Thank you for your business and June God richly bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE
IN NATCHITOCHES

Retail space in downtown Natchitoches
1816 sq. ft. for rent at 780 Front St., Unit #10

St. Denis Condos
For more information contact

Ronald D. Brandon
318-471-5075

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING FUN TO DO?

$5 TUESDAYS AT
PARKWAY CINEMA 6

All movies, all day!

Present your active student ID
Any other day for $1 off after 6!

Movie Info Line - 318-352-5109

Visit ACADIANACINEMAS.COM
for showtimes
1011 Keyser Avenue

Natchitoches, LA

Uncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

Call anytime during the week
to place your orders
to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

s

Add beauty and value to your home
with the professional installation of

seamless aluminum gutters.

Wide Choice

of Colors

Benny Kilgore (318) 471-8997

Josh Kilgore (318) 471-9333

Satisfaction Guaranteed

We offer gutter cleaning

We are now in business in
Coushatta!!!!!!!!

In addition to the dates given, someone can
visit www.platinumdrivingschool.org to ob-
tain further information or to sign up. Our
dates are listed at this website.

Coushatta:

6 hour:
June 15
July 20

38 hour:
June 17 - 20
July 15 -18
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By: Carl I. Walters II. Chief Executive Officer, Outpatient Medical Center
Inc.

Dear Parish Families,

Part of truly being there for our community, encompasses Outpatient
Medical Center Inc.’s goal to continue to diversify our health system ser-
vices to better meet the needs of our valued community families. This
said, on behalf of our Board of Directors and dedicated system staff,
please join me in welcoming the following gifted clinicians to our health
system – eager to take good care of you:

-Dr. Mark Singleton, Family Medicine Physician,
 Natchitoches Health Center
-Margaret Cooper, Licensed Professional Counselor,
 Tallulah Health Center
-Margaret Froemming, Licensed Professional Counselor,
 Leesville Health Center
-Vernon Mills, LAC/CCS/CCDP-D/CCGC,
 Leesville and Natchitoches Health Center

-Amanda Lane, Registered Dental Hygienist, Natchitoches Health Center

-Eurieka Shumpert, Family Nurse Practitioner, Tallulah Health Center

-Gary Jones, Physical Therapist, Natchitoches Health Center

-Dr. Oghale Eleyae, Podiatrist, Natchitoches Health Center

-Dr. Tywanna Chisley, Pediatrician, Tallulah Health Center

-Dr. Michael Crawford, General Dentist, Tallulah Health Center

Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is now also offering CDL Physicals, ECG
Services, Spirometry Services, Podiatry Services, Substance Abuse Ser-
vices and Physical Therapy Services (Natchitoches Health Center only at 
this time). We are continuing efforts to grow our Behavioral Health Ser-
vices service-line, as there remains an elevated community need for such 
services.

If you and/or a family member or friend:

- are struggling with difficult and challenging family dynamics

- are struggling with self-esteem challenges

- are struggling with school bullying issues

- are struggling with anxiety/depression

- are in a verbally, physically, or emotionally abusive relationship and need
 help coping with these issues

- are struggling with alcohol or substance abuse, and are trying to break 
 free from it

- are struggling with the life challenges that come with becoming a new 
 mother

- have a history of high blood pressure

- have a family history of cancer

- are diabetic and not currently under the care of a primary care provider

- have not been in for a six-month dental screening

- suffer from asthma

- have not been in for your annual medical check up

- have not been in for your regular GYN check-up

I/we encourage you to call us today at:

Natchitoches Health Center: (318)352-9299

Leesville Health Center: (337)238-1274

Tallulah Health Center: (318)574-1453

for a confidential appointment to help you take of you. Don’t have any
money to pay for the visit? Not a problem. At Outpatient Medical Center
Inc., it’s not about the money; it’s about you and doing what we can to 
help you take good care of you and your family. We have and will continue
to be the health system for good, hardworking, everyday people trying 
to do the best they can with what they have to do it with.  I also cannot 
emphasize enough, the key to living a healthier and longer life is getting
under the care of a good primary care clinician and keeping your med-
ical/dental/behavioral health follow-up appointments. We consistently
see situations where people don’t go to see their clinician until well after
things have gone from bad to worse.

Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is your community health center, and, on
behalf of our Board of Directors and dedicated professional staff, I en-
courage more parish families to choose Outpatient Medical Center Inc.
as your family’s primary care home. When you can receive outstanding 
medical care (to include Urgent Care) in a personal, professional, cultur-
ally-sensitive, and cheaper fashion, doesn’t it just make good sense to do
so (smile)? So pick up that phone to make an appointment with us, or 
just walk-in and allow our gifted staff to take good care of you, because
caring for you is what we do at Outpatient Medical Center Inc. Be well; be
informed; be in touch and – be healthy.

Keeping You Informed And Healthy
“Because caring for you is what we do.”

Carl I. Walters II.
Chief Executive Officer

Outpatient Medical Center Inc.
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Doug Ireland

PERSONAL SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON

By Jason Pugh. Assistant Sports Information Director

The end of an era in Northwestern State athletics happened quietly and
among the Demon family – just as Doug Ireland wanted it.

Ireland, who served his alma mater as its sports information director for
30-plus years, stood in front of the majority of the NSU athletic depart-
ment staff Tuesday afternoon, April 16th and announced his retirement,
effective in mid-to-late June.

“I have had the privilege to watch people like (head football coach) Brad
(Laird), (head track and field coach) Mike (Heimerman) and (assistant
softball coach) Brooke (Boening) compete,” said Ireland, standing in front
of the Stroud Room, fighting back tears. “That was fun. Working with you
has been better. I am proud to be on this team with each and every one
of you, but it’s just time.

“I don’t know what I’m going to do, but I’m going to be here helping as
much as I can.”

A 1986 broadcast journalism graduate from Northwestern State, Ireland
returned to his alma mater in January 1989 and began a three-decade
career promoting NSU’s 14 intercollegiate teams.

Armed with nearly a decade’s worth of experience in newspapers and as
an assistant sports information director at UL Lafayette, Ireland quickly
put his stamp on NSU athletics. His 1992 football media guide earned
“Best in the Nation” honors in the Football Championship Subdivision
(FCS) ranks from the Collegiate Sports Information Directors of America.
That was one of numerous awards Ireland took home as the spokesper-
son for Northwestern State athletics.

In addition to the 15 Louisiana Sports Writers Association awards he won
during his tenure at the Alexandria Town Talk, Ireland’s name quickly be-
came a fixture in the LSWA’s sports information contest.

Since 2000, he earned 33 LSWA awards, including the 2017 LSWA Story
of the Year. The majority of those honors came from telling the stories of
Northwestern State athletes, coaches and support staffmembers.

“I remember how thrilled I was in January 1989 to have this opportunity,
and as it played out, I only had a fraction of an understanding of what a
joy and privilege it would be,” Ireland said. “I’m incredibly thankful to Jer-
ry Pierce, Tynes Hildebrand and Greg Burke for their support over these
incredible three decades. I’m tremendously grateful to the people who
have worked in our office and made each day a fun step forward in our
mission to best promote and publicize the student-athletes, coach and
teams who compete for Northwestern.”

Ireland’s 30-plus-year tenure puts him alongside Hildebrand, the athletic
director who hired him, and coaches H. Lee Prather and Leon Johnson
as the longest-serving members of Northwestern State’s athletic depart-
ment.

“Doug has earned a reputation as an icon in sports media in Louisiana

and far beyond,” said Pierce, Northwestern State’s vice president of ex-
ternal affairs who helped Hildebrand bring Ireland back to Natchitoches
in 1989. “His talents, institutional knowledge and relationships in sports
circles have been invaluable to Northwestern for decades. He has been a
cherished friend and colleague tomany of us and a powerful and effective
advocate for the university. His passion and support for Northwestern will
certainly not be diminished by his retirement.”

Most of Ireland’s tenure saw him serving side-by-side with Director of
Athletics Greg Burke, who is nearing the completion of his 23rd year atop
the NSU athletic department.

“It’s been my privilege and a true blessing to have had a 30-plus year pro-
fessional relationship and more importantly, a personal friendship, with
Doug. To call him a good friend would very much be an understatement.
He loves his alma mater to the point that his passion for NSU is rivaled by
very few. Perhaps most treasured by Doug are the countless connections
he has made with students, student-athletes, coaches, staff, faculty and
supporters through the years as a result of his tenure at NSU. I am certain
that every one of those individuals wishes him all the best as he transi-
tions to the next phase of his life,” said Burke, who first met Ireland in
1985 while serving a yearlong internship under Hildebrand at NSU while
Ireland was covering the Demons for the Alexandria Town Talk.

“Doug has been the consummate ‘media relations’ professional. He
worked tirelessly to develop relationships with sportswriters and broad-
casters, who, in turn, knew that they could always count on Doug to be
responsive and straightforward to inquiries and their need for informa-
tion. Thosemedia connections, and his due diligence, resulted in publicity
and exposure for NSU Athletics, the value of which is immeasurable. He
undeniably leaves big shoes to fill,” added Burke, who through the years
has enjoyed good-natured Cleveland Browns-Pittsburgh Steelers banter
with Ireland.

Throughout his three decades of service to Northwestern State, Ire-
land promoted countless athletes for all-conference, All-Louisiana and
All-American honors. In 1993, Ireland’s efforts helped senior offensive
linemanMarcus Spears earn inclusion on the Football Writers Association
of America All-America Team, which made Spears a semifinalist for the
Outland Trophy, given to the nation’s top collegiate lineman.
Spears and Pro Football Hall of Fame wide receiver Jerry Rice are the only
two FCS players ever to earn a spot on the major college FWAA All-Amer-
ica Team.

In March, Ireland helped promote senior forward Ishmael Lane for
Southland Conference Men’s Basketball Defensive Player of the Year,
bookending a year that saw him also promote three-time All-American
wide receiver Jazz Ferguson, who also earned Southland Conference and
All-Louisiana Offensive Player of the Year acclaim.

“I once was told what we do in the sports information/media relations
field was a ‘young person’s job,’ but I believe it just requires great passion
for the people and the institution you’re serving. I’m blessed that I’ve nev-
er lost that. I’m so proud of the people I’ve worked with and the univer-
sity I’ve served and those feelings, I’m sure, are only going to magnify as
I move on. There is such great momentum at NSU and for NSU Athletics,
and I’m going to try to contribute to that in every way I can, just from a
slightly different perspective.”

Ireland’s tenure saw him honored by more than just professional media
organizations.

In 2008, the Northwest Louisiana’s McNaughton Chapter of the National
Football Federation named him the recipient of its “Distinguished Ameri-
can” award. Four years later, he was named the Town Talk’s CENLA Sports-
man of the Year.

(Continued on page 17)
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In 2016, the Southland Conference tabbed him as the winner of the Louis
Bonnette Sports Media Award, named for the former McNeese sports
information director. Bonnette’s son, Matthew, the current McNeese SID,
is one of a large number of former Ireland assistant and associate sports
information directors who have ascended to positions atop sports infor-
mation offices across the country.

“Doug Ireland is a well-deserving recipient of the Louis Bonnette Sports
Media Award and has always proven to be a great promoter of North-
western State and the Southland Conference,” Southland Conference
Commissioner Tom Burnett said in announcing Ireland’s selection. “We’re
very pleased to rightfully honor Doug for his contributions in the area of
sports journalism and recognize his limitless efforts to promote the ac-
complishments of NSU athletics and its student-athletes.”

While serving at Northwestern State, Ireland held a dual role as chair-
man of the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame, housed in Natchitoches. His
volunteer efforts helped lead to the development and construction of
the $23 million Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame and Northwest Louisiana
History Museum, which opened to international architectural acclaim in
June 2013.

He will remain in the same position with the Hall of Fame.

“This is the right time for me to shift gears,” Ireland said. “Technically, this
is a retirement, but it’s really a realignment into whatever opportunity is
within my reach. But for now, I realize how blessed I’ve been to have tak-
en this journey and have been surrounded by so many incredible people
every step of the way.”

Aquaponics gardening uses 90 percent less water than traditional gar-
dens, is chemical free and produces its own fertilizer. Aquaponic garden-
ing has been practiced since about 1000 AD, requires minimal labor and
can be grown year-round, producing 10 times more crops than traditional
gardening.

To cap off the day that included an unveiling of the aquaponic system,
tours and explanations of how fish and plans work together to produce
food and clean water, students released butterflies into the school garden
and fifth graders performed the two songs they wrote, one in collabora-
tion with university students from the School of Creative and Performing
Arts.

“Many goals were achieved through this project,” said Lisa Wiggins, who
spearheaded the project. “Our students learned various ways to acquire
information. They learned and sharpened research skills with aquaponics
as the topic. They also had a vision and created a plan to see it through.
Aquaponics was of high interest because of the benefits this type of gar-
dening provides. Seeing it come together as they were learning on so
many levels was quite rewarding.”

Wiggins wrote grants to fund the project and will continue to see out re-
sources to make enhancements in the future.

“Joining forces with NSU’s Department of Engineering Technology and
Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery was essential for this project to work
because of the many challenges faced,” Wiggins said. “We customized a
125 gallon tank with a pumping system to fit into a 8 x 6 greenhouse with
two grow beds. The engineering students assisted with the mechanical
elements while [Hatchery Manager] Grant Webber provided assistance
and resources with the fish component.”

In addition to Webber and the Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery, Wig-
gins also thanked NSU Elementary Lab Principal Carol Coleman, Dr. Jafar
Al-Sharab, head of NSU’s Department of Engineering Technology; Cane
River Glass, Natchitoches Wood Preserve, Van Wiggins and Gray Walk
Farms.

E Lab’s Latest STEAM
Project is Aquaponic

Pictured: Fifth grade students at NSU Elementary Lab School offered
tours and information about the aquaponic garden they built during the
garden’s unveiling May 16. The project incorporated elements of science,
technology engineering, art and math. From left are project coordina-
tor Lisa Wiggins with students Lexi Shaw, Hayden Sellers, Hailey Jarnigan,
Ehern Guidroz, and Jade Barfield.

by Leah Jackson
Northwestern State University’s Elementary Lab School held an opening
and butterfly release for the school’s new aquaponic garden, a STEAM
(science, technology, engineering, art and mathematics) collaboration in
which students and faculty from the university assisted the youngsters in
engineering and construction of an aquaponic system.

The project incorporated elements of natural science, environmental sci-
ence, ecology, bioengineering, math, botany, language arts, art and music
centered around the school’s garden. Some students were part of the en-
gineering team that produced the aquaponic system while others on an
art team painted a colorful mural describing the aquaponic system and
another group wrote and performed two original songs that explained
how the system works.

Hayden Sellers, a fifth grader, described to a visitor in detail how the
pillars of an aquaponic system – water, plants and fish – work togeth-
er to grow lettuce in a soil-less environment and how tubes engineered
throughout work to keep the process going. Water from a tank in which
fingerling catfish donated by the Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery live
is filtered through the plants and eventually returns to the fish to mimic
a natural ecosystem.

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2019

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

GQ Fashions
hours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm
Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

Adidas & Nike Cleats
Dress Shirts & Vests

Men’s & Boy’s Suits
“If we don’t have what you need

- we can order it”

Men’s 2 PC
Suit

with Shirt
& Tie

$149.99

w
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Finest Memorials Since 1965
Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT COMPANY

EVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

ACEY LACOUR
wner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”

STA
ow

y f fi
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken

Manufactured Home Service
35 Years Experience, Licensed and Insured

New Skirting & Home Relevels,
Doubles and Singles

Mark Megason
1869 Allen Beulah Road

Robeline, LA 71469
318-472-6800

JESUS CHRIST STILL SAVES Rom. 10:9-13

69

Rom 10:9 13

Local Resident Donates
Historic Pews to Many /
Sabine Parish Museum
by Mary Brocato

The future Many/Sabine Parish Depot Museum has received a generous
gift from Gayle Fisher, a lifetime resident of Many and Sabine Parish. Fish-
er is the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Phillips of Many.

Fisher donated four very old church pews that were housed in the original
Pine Grove Church built in the mid 1800s and still standing deep in the
almost impenetrable woods of Kisatchie National Forest. The church and
land belong to Ms. Fisher and were inherited from her father who inher-
ited the property from his dad who bought the large tract of land many
years ago and paid $3.00 an acre for it.

The small church was built from trees felled on the site. Although it has
not been an active church for many years, the pews and pulpit still stand
there, silent monuments to the past. The little church had no electricity,
no water-- just a small building with open windows on each side to let in
the light (and bugs) and shutters to close the windows during bad weath-
er. The windows have never contained glass.

In the early to middle 1800’s the areas west of Natchitoches were begin-
ning to be settled by people of the Protestant faiths. For many years little
settlement had occurred in the woods where the little church was even-
tually built because the area was as considered to be a part of the infa-
mous NoMan’s Land: the buffer zone between the French held territories
adjacent to Natchitoches along the Cane River, and the Spanish territories
around Nacogdoches, Texas.

With the treaty of 1801 and the 1803 Louisiana Purchase, these lands
became more hospitable to settlers. This is where the original Pine Grove
Church was built by settler families.

(Continued on Page 21)

The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 species
of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kangaroos
and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy goats and
baby roos. You never know what you June find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-on”
with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We offer
drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the comfort
of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the petting
zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!
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406 Pelican Drive, Pineville, LA 71360
318-730-6705

“Where the Love of God Dwells...”

ORDER OF SERVICES
Intercessory Prayer • Tuesday, 7pm

Bible Study • Thursday, 7pm
Sunday School • 10am

Sunday Worship • 12 Noon

“Come and get your New Start”Pastor
Amos T. Brown

Elect Lady
Carla Brown

Plumbing, llC
O’bannOn

glen O’bannOn, Owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodel

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699 Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462 Master Plumber

s

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044

June 2019

JUNE 1st - CREED 2

JUNE 15th - DIRTY DANCING

IP in Mansfield Donates
Equipment to CLTCC
Natchitoches and Many
Campuses

International Paper (IP) in Mansfield has donated equipment valued
at $195,546 to Central Louisiana Technical Community College (CLTCC)
Natchitoches Campus and Sabine Valley Campus in Many.

Equipment donated includes but is not limited to: Various electrical mo-
tors, assorted process pumps, and a high-voltage switchgear.

Students enrolled in the Industrial Manufacturing Technology and Weld-
ing programs will use the equipment for hands-on, practical learning ex-
periences.

“We are extremely grateful to receive such a generous donation of equip-
ment from IP,” said Laurie Morrow, Dean of the Natchitoches Campus.
“They continue to support us with their finances, time and business ex-
pertise.”

According to Morrow, IP has hired CLTCC students, served on the advisory
committee for various campus programs, and conductedmock interviews
to help prepare students for real job interviews.

“IP is a strong supporter of the entire community,” said Gwen Fontenot,
Dean of the Sabine Valley Campus. “We are thankful for their support
and dedication to CLTCC and our mission to educate and train our future
workforce.”

“Our hope is that this equipment will enhance the overall learning experi-
ence for CLTCC students. We are proud to provide this equipment and our
continued support,” said Michael Stewart, Balance of Plant Maintenance
and Reliability.

Sch
ool

’s Out
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Magnolia Lace Boutique

2214 Port Arthur Stre 318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486 magnolialace66@gmail.com

eet

Come Tan With Us
Best Tanning Bed Around

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

5 Sessions • $15
10 Sessions • $30

Unlimited Sessions • $45/mo.

A
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales Manager

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, Hamilton

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

Many, LA
abine Mfd HomesS

Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney C. Abington
rodNeY@aaPestsolutioNs.com

141 Cassidy Lane
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)



visit our future museum, enjoy the exhibits and attend lectures and sem-
inars on the history of Many, Sabine Parish and No Man’s Land. Instead
of sitting on folding metal chairs, visitors can sit on these old church pews
and reflect on our town and parish’s history and think of the people who
built and sat on these same pews so many, many years ago,” Freeman
said.

Fisher, who visits the old church often, said, “I always wonder about how
many weddings and funerals took place in this old church.” She said the
church was a favorite place for her to go with her father when she was
growing up.

City workers Mike Moore and Jonathan McCullough followed Fisher to
the old structure located deep in the almost impassable woods, careful-
ly removed the pews from the building and loaded them onto a trailer
where they secured them and drove slowly back to Many to deliver the
pews to their new home at the depot.

Many Council member
and Chairperson of the
Many Cultural District
Advisory Committee
Mary Brocato accom-
panied the group and
remarked that “This
was such a memora-
ble day. We traveled
back in time and it was
a deeply moving, spir-
itual experience for
me. I will remember it
for a long, long time.”

Historic Pews (Continued from page 18)

It is thought that the little church in the woods was built in the mid 1800s.
As highways improved and changed, as children of the community grew
up andmoved outward, the little church in the woods was left behind and
has remained in the peaceful, secluded area, unchanged and sleeping as
a century and more passed.

Fisher has protected the building and carefully done repairs to it over the
years. She wanted the pews to have a meaningful life where they will be
preserved and cared for in
the museum.

Many Mayor Ken Freeman
was grateful for Fisher’s do-
nation and assured her that
her gift will be recognized
with a plaque noting her
contribution.

“This is such a meaningful
donation because these old
pews are an important part
of the history of our area.
They will now be occupied
once again when people
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AROUND THE TOWN
REMEMBERS...

Fred Litton Cooper
Mrs. Dottie Dee Cooper

Fred Litton Cooper was the owner of Cooper’s Pharmacy
at Robeline, Louisiana. He wed Miss Dottie Dee Scarbor-
ough. There were two children: Norman Otto who mar-
ried Doris Jordan of Robeline, and Margaret Sue who
wed Aubry Ralph Barnette of Robeline. Mr. Cooper was
by far the leading historian of the Robeline area. While
living, he and Mrs. Cooper kept alive the value of Robe-
line history wise. In the days, Cooper’s Pharmacy was
a must-stop for all tourists who traveled into Robeline.
Part of the building remains today at the intersection of
LA Hwy 6 and LA Hwy 120 in Robeline.

Mrs. Dottie Dee Cooper was a member of the NWPHN
(Association of Natchitoches Women for the Preservation
of Historic Natchitoches). She took upon herself to be the
Official Greeter for tourists who visited this section.

In relating the history of the Robeline vicinity Mrs. Coo-
per had the statements of these historians to refer to:
John Belisle’s History of Sabine Parish as well as earlier
authorities.

Cabeza De Vaca in his book written in 1540, declares that
he was among the Adais Indians in 1530. De Vaca was a
survivor of the Panfillio Narvez expedition into Florida in
1528. De Vaca spelled the name Adais (Atyas) exactly as
later Spaniards spelled the name.

B. F. French in his interpretations of early Spanish doc-
uments, placed the Hernando De Soto expedition among
the Adais Indians. French translated the writings of Gon-
zado Quadrado Charmillio who was the Chronnicalor for
the DeSoto expedition. Charmillio wrot: “This Wednes-
day, March 21, 1540 we came to a place called Toalli.”

FINE PAYMENT (F):
Charles Beaudion, 500 North St Apt S1, Natch, La – SPOM
Sedricka Brimsey, 500 North St. Apt K4, Natch, La - DP
Alandra Brown, 100 Greystone Dr, Natch, La – SPOM
Kenneth Bryant, 202 Kelly St, Natch, La – Exp MVI
Johnathan Carter, 298 Vienne Bend Lot 25, Natch, La – DWI
Marshayla Harville, 814 Jordan St, Natch, La – Exp MVI
Rosalyn Hawkins, 210 University Pkwy, Natch, La – TBS
Thomas Henry, 944 4 th St Apt A, Natch, La – Exp MVI
Alvin Holden, 144 Cherry Loop, Natch, La – Unlicensed Driver
Samantha Holden, 440 Fairground, Natch, La – TBS
Patricia Hubbard, 911 Second St, Natch, La – DP
Kedria Hymes, 141 Howell St, Natch, La – Exp Registration
Keionna Johnson, 316 Sibley St, Natch, La – No DL
Kenneth Johnson, 133 Kingston Dr, Natch, La – NSB, Exp Plates
Robert Johnson, 1416 Georgia Ann, Natch, La – Exp MVI
Jamarquist Jones, 276 Hwy 119, Natchez, La – Exp MVI
Thermon Mitchell, 1544 Grace Ave, Natch, La – Discharging Firearm
Dillion Moliere, 515 Fairgrounds Rd Lot 30, Natch, La – Domestic Abuse
Battery
Shumichael Moore, 233 Cherry Loop, Natch, La – TBS, Exp MVI
Kewanna Williams, 4104 Lakeview Dr, Natch, La – (2) TBS
Jamie Webb, 4633 Hwy 2378, Natch, La – Exp MVI
Qunisha Holmes, 1225 Grace St, Natch, La – Resisting an Officer
Trial (T):
Demetrius Blackman, 724 Bossier St, Natch, La – Child Desertion
Fitell Bolding, 3900 University Pkwy, Natch, La – Misde-
meanor Sexual Battery
Sylvia Burton, 166 Ann St, Natch, La – TBS
Alexander Hess, 12205 Golden Meadow LN, Forney, TX
– SPOM
Ambrea Howard, 500 North St Apt L5, Natch, La – Re-
sisting Arrest
Laquinton Eckles, 611 Norris St, Mansfield, La – SPOM,
Resisting Arrest

DOYOU HAVE A
WARRANT?

Natchitoches City Marshal Randy Williams
would like to inform the following individuals
that they have outstanding bench warrants

through the Natchitoches City Marshal’s Office.
Individuals listed did not pay their fines in full
nor did they return to court on the court date

they were sentenced to by City Court Judge Ga-
hagan. These individuals will need to clear up
their fines and bench warrant fees at the City
Marshal’s Office located at 328 St. Denis Street.

to stop any further actions

Gayle Phillips Fisher has donated four an-
cient church pews to the Town of Many for
the future Depot Museum. The church and
pews are believed to have been built in the
mid 1800s.

Many city workers Mike Moore and Jonathan
McCullough carefully removed the old pews
from the church and slowly drove them to
Many where they will be an important and
functional exhibit in the future museum.
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COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • 

Seafood • Steak Fingers • Hand Battered 
Onion Rings • Livers • Breast Filets • 

Much, Much More

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm

Call In Orders 
To Go

256-3953

105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

THE INK SPOT
510 university Parkway

natChitOChes, la 71457

beCky Or larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

Lunker Bass Replicas
awarded at Big Bass
Splash

Toledo Bend Lake Association awarded 42 lunker bass replicas to anglers
on Sunday, May 19th at the Sealy Big Bass Splash.
 

by Ramona Moore

The Toledo Bend Lake Association (TBLA) awarded 42 lunker bass repli-
cas to anglers at the Toledo Bend Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash at Cy-
press Bend Park on Sunday, May 19.  Dinah Medine, coordinator of the 
TBLA Lunker Bass Program, and TBLA President Ricky Yeldell presented 
the replicas to anglers from Louisiana, Texas andMissouri. The largest fish
was caught by Sean Kennon, of DeQuincy, LA, weighing in at 14.0 pounds, 
qualifying in the “Top 100” largest reported largemouth bass caught on 
Toledo Bend. Four of the fish caught and released were previously tagged
fish in the TBLA Lunker Bass Replica program.

The Lunker Bass Replica program was initiated by the Sabine River Au-
thority of Louisiana in 1992 and transferred to Toledo Town and Tackle in 
1998. It was assumed by TBLA in 2005. Since its inception, approximately
950 lunkers have been caught, tagged, and released back to Toledo Bend 
Lake through this program.

The goal of the program is to encourage the return of trophy fish to the
Lake by rewarding anglers with a replica bass for catching and releasing 
their Toledo Bend Lunker. TBLA hopes these fish will live, spawn, repro-
duce, grow and be caught again by another angler.
Photos of the anglers and their lunkers can be seen on the Toledo Bend 
Lunker Bass Program Facebook page, and a complete list is also posted 
on www.toledobendlakeassociation.com. This year’s replicas were pro-
duced for TBLA by Scottie’s Reproductions.

Congratulations to all the anglers who have earned lunker replicas.

Confirmation 2019

Students at St John the Baptist Catholic Church recently received the
Sacrament of Confirmation.
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We carry a variety of trucking
supplies, hardware, decor flags,
Corinthian Bell wind chimes,
Lone Star feed, various seeds,
dog, horse & cattle supplies,
Bonnie Plants & Tops Plus dog
food.

Caleb & Stacie Rivers, Owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992

Magnolia Lace Boutique
where every lady leaves feeling like a southern belle!
2214 Port Arthur Street 318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486 magnolialace66@gmail.com

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

gy y

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12 318-256-9238

XG Series
XG3032/XG3032H
XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/

cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no

additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-

attach 6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower

*5 year limited warranty
See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

C B Byrd Rd
Many LA

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

21.0 acres +/-
Unrestricted, Cleared and

Mulched
Just minutes from Many

schools
Anna E Remedies Listing Agent

318-508-0680
Ronald D Brandon, Broker

318.256.6410
318-256-0775

Lee Lee’s
Children’s

Boutique
Neu Designs

318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
Lee Sepulvado • CandiceWilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook
1013 N. Main St., Zwolle, LA

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

Indoor Shopping
VENDORS WELCOME

CALL 409-625-1606

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT LOCATION FOR
GARAGE SALES

FRIDAY - SUNDAY • 9 to 5

C

G

Southern Belle
HAIR SALON

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318) 352-8650
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on
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Consignment
New and Pre-Owned

Furniture
Antique • Collectibles

Dining Tables
Bedroom Furniture

Home Decor
(12 months same as cash, with approved credit)

Shipping available on certain items.

STORE HOURS
10 to 6 Weekdays
10 to 4 Saturday
Closed Sunday

NAME BRANDS
Ashley, Drexel,
Thomasville &

Freedom

129 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

(Next to Taco Bell)

318-238-4600
Online Shopping at

www.hometownconsignment.com

Photos of the Month

Around The Town selected these photos taken by Vicky Harris for our Photos of the
Month. Vicky who lives on Toledo Bend is a retired teacher at Converse School and is very

faithful about taking pictures of Toledo Bend sunsets and her beautiful flowers.
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Around the Town Marketplace

Place your order by calling
(318) 471-6948

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!
(Items shipped directly to customers)

Around the Town Marketplace

Great Items – Great Value
Sale Prices Good Through June 30, 2019

French Fry and Vegetable Cutter
(ITEM #KTFFCTR)

Julienne in a jiffy with this lever-op-
erated Maxam® Vegetable Cutter
tool, creating even cuts of a variety
of vegetables. The Maxam® French 
Fry and Vegetable Cutter makes
short work of creating your favor-
ite sweet potato or russet fries, and 
quickly slices other vegetables for 
the party dip tray. Features stain-
less steel construction, suction
base, and 2 sizes of cutting grids.
Measures 9-3/4" x 5" x 3-1/2". Gift
boxed. 

SALE PRICE $25 REG. PRICE $39

3’ x 5’ United States Flag (ITEM
#GFLGP35)

Features 100% polyester material 
and 2 grommets. Carded. 

SALE PRICE $6 REG. PRICE $10

Maxam® Knife Set with Cutting
Board (ITEM #CT82MB)

Set includes: chef’s knife, slicer, 
boning knife, utility knife, and par-
ing knife; all are housed in a col-
or gift Box with magnetic closure
with cutting board and sharpening
steel. Gift Box Measures 14-3/4” x
10-3/4” x 1-7/16” Limited lifetime
warranty 

SALE PRICE $20 REG. PRICE $39

Chef’s Secret® 8pc 8-1/2” Steak
Knife Set (ITEM #CTCS8)

Each steak knife features a surgi-
cal stainless steel edge that never 
needs sharpening and a polypro-
pylene, dishwasher-safe, sanitary 
handle. For the busy woman or man 
who crams 30 hours into a 24-hour 
day, these dishwasher-safe knives 
will be a lifesaver. Limited lifetime
warranty. $24.00 Open Stock Value.
Gift boxed.

SALE PRICE $15 REG. PRICE $24

    Maxam® 3pc Small Household 
Scissor Set (ITEM #CTSCHS3)

The Maxam® 3pc Small Household 
Scissor Set is one of our custom-
er favorites. A must-have kitchen 
utensil for opening food packages, 
and an indispensable tool for the 
home office, sewing or craft room,
you’ll buy more than one set be-
cause this scissor set is so versa-
tile. Soft-touch handles offer a safe,
comfortable grip. Set includes an 
8-1/2” pair of scissors and 2 pairs
of scissors measuring 5-1/8” each.
Limited lifetime warranty. Color
card. 

SALE PRICE $10 REG. PRICE $13

12-Bulb LED Desk Lamp (ITEM
#ELDSKLT)

Features adjustable head. Requires
3 AA batteries (not included). Mea-
sures 7-7/8” x 3” x 4-1/4”. Gift
boxed. 

SALE PRICE $11 REG. PRICE $15

300,000V Stun Gun and Flashlight 
with Sheath (ITEM #ELSTUN)

Increase your sense of personal se-
curity in virtually any situation with
the Maxam® 300,000V Stun Gun 
and Flashlight with Sheath. Device 
can be used as stun gun or flash-
light, with genuine leather sheath 
included for storage and easy carry. 
Requires 9V alkaline battery (not in-
cluded). Measures 5-1/2” x 1-3/4”
x 7/8”. Gift boxed.

SALE PRICE $25 REG. PRICE $32

Deluxe Cleaning Kit in Wood Case 
(ITEM #SPGUNCLN)

Clean your arsenal and keep your 
gear in top shape with the Classic 
Safari™ Deluxe Cleaning Kit in Wood 
Case. This set features 10 phosphor 
bronze brushes for cleaning 10/12
Ga, 20/28 Ga, .410 bore, .44/.45,
.357/.38/9mm, .30, .40/10mm,
.22, .17, and .270/.280; 5 cleaning
mops for 10/12 Ga, 20/28 Ga, .410
bore, .357/.38, and .22; a shotgun
patch puller, and rifle patch puller.
Includes a 3pc rod with assembly 
for .17 caliber rifle and up, pistol
or shotgun. Cleaning rod adapters 
included. All enclosed in a 12-1/8”
x 7-3/4” x 1-5/8” wood case with
brass-tone hinges and latch. 

SALE PRICE $25 REG. PRICE $39

Apple Peeler/Corer/Slicer (ITEM
#KTAPPLE)

Peel, core, and slice an apple in sec-
onds with the Maxam® Apple Peel-
er/Corer/Slicer. It will take longer
for the pie to bake than it will take 
you to prepare the filling with this
versatile Maxam® kitchen tool. Fea-
tures a suction base, razor-sharp
stainless steel blades, chrome-plat-
ed winding rod, screw-on handle, 
and 3-prong extension. Measures 
12” x 5” x 4-1/2”. Gift boxed.

SALE PRICE $15 REG. PRICE $25

Decorative Lockback Knife (ITEM
#SKWLFBX)

This unique Maxam® Decorative
Lockback Knife is a prime display 
item for nature and outdoor en-
thusiasts. The wolf art on both the 
knife and the box will captivate and
intrigue admirers. Features stain-
less steel honed blade, Leymar™ 
handle with wolf inlay and display 
box with inset wolf image. Knife 
measures 4-1/8” closed, 7” open.
Box measures 5-1/8” x 3-1/4” x
1-1/4”. Limited lifetime warranty.
Gift boxed.

SALE PRICE $12 REG. PRICE $17

3pc Liner Lock Knife Set (ITEM #SK-
LWCAM3)

One knife set with so many uses.
The Maxam® 3pc Liner Lock Knife 
Set is packed in a blow-molded case 
for easy storage and protection
when not in use. Each knife features
textured matte finish camo han-
dles and black, non-glare blades. 
Knives equipped with a thumbstud 
for easy one-hand opening, and a 
clip. Knives measure 4-1/2” closed.
Two measure 7-5/8” open and one
measures 7-7/8” open. Limited life-
time warranty.

SALE PRICE $25 REG. PRICE $35
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318-471-6948 aroundthetownla@aol.com
DISTRIBUTED MONTHLY AT 160+ LOCATIONS

ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR!
10,000 FREE PRINT EDITION DISTRIBUTED EACH MONTH

FREE ONLINE EDITION UPLOADED ON THE FIRST OF EACH MONTH

BUSINESS REVIEW SIZE
4.5” W X 2” H

$60 FOR ONE MONTH
$40/MONTHW/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/8 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 4”H

$80 FOR ONE MONTH
$60/MONTHW/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/4 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 8”H

$180 FOR ONE MONTH
$150/MONTHW/12 MONTH

CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/2 PAGE SIZE
HORIZONTAL • 10”W X 8”H
VERTICAL • 5”W X 16”H

$300 FOR ONE MONTH
$250/MONTHW/12 MONTH

CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

FULL PAGE SIZE
10“W X 16”H

$575 FOR ONE MONTH
$450/MONTHW/12 MONTH

CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

Natchitoches Parish - Sabine Parish - Vernon Parish

ADVERTISE!
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Free Yoga Classes at the
Library
 
The Natchitoches Parish Library (NPL) is continuing its monthly fitness se-
ries with Yoga for June. Classes are free and open to the public, no library 
card required! The class is geared towards those new to yoga, however, 
all skill levels are welcome. The teacher, Richard Rogers, of Lotus in the 
Pines yoga studio, offers modified poses for those with limited flexibility,
balance, or other physical impairments. Many of the poses can even be 
done in a chair!

Maybe you are still hesitant to try because you feel you aren’t flexible
enough? Mr. Rodgers shared what some of the most common hang-ups 
for people:

“That is probably the number one thing that keeps people from trying 
yoga,” says Mr. Rodgers, “but that’s backwards, you practice yoga to de-
velop your flexibility. If you are causing pain, it’s not yoga.” “As people,
we are often reluctant to try something that we feel we are not good
at. And in America, with our competitive society, yoga doesn’t fit many
people’s mindsets. Also, men, in particular seem to think that yoga is ‘for
girls,’ but that is completely inaccurate. In fact, women were forbidden 
to practice yoga in its beginning and it was viewed as a particularly male
exercise. A lot of people also view yoga as a religion, but it is not. It sim-
ply invites self-inquiry by attempting to create a connection between our
mind, body, and spirit.”

The classes will meet June 3, 10, 17, and 24 from 6-7 PM. There is no 
pre-registration, and several mats will be available if you do not have your
own. Attendees are encouraged to wear comfortable clothing allowing a
full range of movement.

“There are many benefits to practicing yoga,” says Mr. Rogers, “among
them are developing strength, flexibility, and balance, lowering heart rate
and blood pressure, and improving sleep and digestion.”

“The NPL is presenting this free service to the community in the hopes
that it will encourage a healthy lifestyle to our residents,” says Alan Ni-
ette, NPL Community Outreach Coordinator. “With all of yoga’s benefits
and no cost, why wouldn’t you try it?”

For a full schedule of summer events and more information on these
events visit natlib.org or the NPL’s Facebook page.

About the Natchitoches Parish Library

Knowledge. Connection. Community. The Natchitoches Parish Library
serves the public and community through its competent and friendly staff
by providing services and programs aimed at meeting the informational,
recreational, and educational needs of our patrons. We seek to provide a
beneficial and usable collection of information and activities to connect
Natchitoches Parish residents to the world.

The class includes a mix of laying, seated, and standing poses to promote 
circulation throughout the body.

Richard Rodgers, of Lotus in the Pines yoga studio, has been practicing
yoga for 18 years. His yoga class at the NPL is always a popular part of the 
monthly fitness series

80th Natchitoches Parish Library Anniversary
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Washington, DC
A great way to celebrate our coming Independence month is to explore 
our Nation’s capital, Washington D.C., and a perfect way to get started
is a visit to our nation’s most cherished symbol, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, at its home in the National Archives’ Rotunda and Museum.
There we can also find the Constitution and Bill Rights documents. The
museum has some very interesting treasures found among the archives.
The National Archive sits on the National Mall and is part of the National
Park Services. It is 1.2 miles long from the State Capitol Building on East
end and the Lincoln Memorial anchoring the West end. The Washington 
Monument is aligned with the two in themiddle of the National Mall with
theWhite House to the north and Thomas JeffersonMemorial just south.
Fill in the 146-acre park with an additional 12 Smithsonian museums, and
7 or so other memorials and gardens and there are hours of discovery 
and adventures ahead of you.
 
You’ll want to get a snapshot or take a selfie in front 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue.  The White House is the most favorite of all sites on the mall.  
Every President since 1800 has lived at that address. It sits on 18 acres
and has an impressive floor space of approximately 55000 sq. ft. Getting
a peek at the inside to see the halls and rooms that are filled with history
and secrets, laughter and frustration, is one of the most sort after tours.
Boy, if those walls could talk, that would be something, but a great tour-
guide is the next best thing to filling you in on all the lesser known tid-
bits. However, the tour takes advanced planning with an invite from your 
Congress and being somewhat limited, you might not score one to match 
the time you will be in DC. Just the same, a walk around the perimeter is
pretty amazing on its own.

The only President who didn’t live in the White House was George Wash-
ington, since he served before the White House was built. The Washing-
ton Monument is in his honor standing an impressive 555 feet tall. A quite 
fitting tribute to a man who stood tall in the face of adversity. The view
from the observation deck is nothing short of incredible! Maybe those
views are a good comparison to Washington’s expansive views for a free 
and great Nation.

Abraham Lincoln Memorial depicts a man deep in thought, as he con-
templated what he could do to make things better for the people of the
United States and create a nation that stands on the principle that all men
are created equal. Looking up at him, he looks like he has the weight of 
the world on his shoulders. I imagine the resistance of his fellow political
advisors and adversaries, and perhaps, even his friends, it could have felt 
like he was carrying a heavy load. This memorial is impressive no matter
when you visit it, but it is really beautiful at dusk/night when the inside
lights illuminate him. Then stepping out on the steps and gazing out over 
the reflection pool is so peaceful watching the lights flicker on the water.
The round design of the Thomas JeffersonMemorial over by the Tidal Ba-
sin is quite notable. It is dedicated to one of our Nation’s founding father.
He was one of the main drafters of the Declaration of Independence. He
went on to be the first Secretary of State, the second Vice President and
the third President of the United States, along with many other impres-
sive positions. Many describe him as humble, yet, he left a huge mark for
this nation he loved.

I could never pick just one of the Smithsonian Museums as my favorite.
From history and heritage, to gardens and beyond, there is something 
that will captured your fascination, imagination andmaybe even a little of
your heart. So much to enjoy and discover. Probably the most recogniz-
able is the Smithsonian ‘Castle’. It was the first Smithsonian built in 1849.
It houses the information center and a great place to start your visit to the
Smithsonian Museums.
 
Perched on Capitol hill is the United States Capitol building, the center of 
American democracy. It houses the House of Representatives and Senate,
where those representing our city and state work to protect our inter-
est.  The building is amazing, housing 540 rooms and the dome over the 
Rotunda, measures a whopping 180 feet high and 96 feet wide. Standing 
on top of the dome is the Statue of Freedom. She wears a helmet and 
holds a shield to symbolize protection. The inside does not disappoint
with the Hall of Collection and all the statues and the Whisper Gallery in
the National Statuary Hall among the many halls and public rooms. It’s
hard to take everything in on one visit. It is one impressive building. Can 
you imagine working there and how incredible that would be?

The Library of Congress is one of my all-time favorite. I’m a book person,
so give me a library and I will be entertained for days. My nieces and I 
were in the U.S. State Capitol Building finishing our tour when I saw a
sign ‘Library of Congress this way’. I said, “Let’s go see!” and they said, 
“Okay”. So, off we went, down through the tunnel and up into the Great
Hall of the Jefferson Building. I remember my first moment stepping into
the building that houses the Library of Congress. I was in awe. It had an 
enchanting allure with its symbolic architectural details, the soar painted
ceiling, statues everywhere you turn, balconies, columns, grand staircase 
and of course, books! You can take photos, but no flash. I have like gazil-
lion. Did you know the Gutenberg Bible that has been housed there for 
over 70 years is 1 of only 4 that are complete and printed on vellum in 
the world? Did you know the Library of Congress is actually in 3 different
buildings? And did you know it has the largest collection of comic books
dating back to 1936? It holds many treasures within its walls and one you
can take with you is a library card.

The minute details etched on the granite and stone, the shapes of the 
metal sculptures and the water representation while it cascades over or
springs from the Memorials, help beautifully tell the story of sacrifice.
Each are special because each honor those men and women who fought
for our freedom, to make the USA safer and the world a better place.
Memorials such as the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Korean War Veterans 
Memorial, WW II Memorials, US Marine Corp War Memorial (Iwo Jima 
Memorial), Women (War) Memorial, American Veterans Disabled for Life 
Memorial, National Guard Memorial & Museum, Navy Memorial & Mu-
seum, and US Air Force Memorial. This sacrifice is amplified when looking
across Arlington Cemetery. To view the honor and respect all who attend
to the gravesite and to watch the ceremonial changing of the guard at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is truly a humbling experience. In our daily 
‘go-about-our-business’ life, it is easy to forget what it cost for our free-
dom. I’ve been to DC 6 times and each time, I come away with a renewed
sense of what this Nation stands for, what it’s gone through and that ‘We
the People’ matter. It surely brings the saying ‘Home of the free because
of the Brave’ into clearer focus. I am grateful for my freedom and safety.  
And since our freedom isn’t a given and must be maintained every day, I 
say prayers for those who continue to fight, serve and work abroad, and
here at home, to keep us and our Nation safe.

Off-the-beaten path: The National Mall has so many wonderful places to
explore, but, for a little break from museums and memorials, head over
to the grassy areas of the mall. It a great place to just have fun flying a kite
with the kids, especially in the Spring and Fall when the breeze is plentiful.
There are some vendors around for a snack. Or pack a picnic lunch before
you head over. Golf enthusiast can check out the driving range just south
of the mall. How about take in a play or tour at the Thomas Ford Theatre, 
the place where Lincoln was assassinated.

The underground Monorail is the means of getting around in DC, but I
find it pretty cool. What can I say, I like trains. The monorail could be a
good way to travel to Arlington Cemetery or to the Pentagon from DC to 
check out their 911 Memorial. It’s also a way to get over to Alexandria’s 
Old Town. Now this is really off the beaten path in whole other city, and
might be too far for some, but it’s such a quaint place to take a stroll in 
the afternoon, check out shops and find good place to eat for those up
for the adventure.

May you have fun exploring whatever you choose as your must-see in 
Washington, D.C.

Louisiana Stay-Cation
(Continued from page 7)

Another great museum to check out is the Mile Branch Settlement. It is
like working through time into the pioneer days of the 1700-1800s.

There is so much wonderful history to be learned as the Scottish-Irish
Americans way westward is tracked across the Native lands of Louisiana.
Closer to Bogalusa, check out the two museums of Cassidy Park: The Pi-
oneer Museum and the Museum of Native American Culture, exhibiting
history and culture before and during the development of the area. Be 
sure to check or call ahead for days and hours opened. 

A little lagniappe to your trip. While you are over in the area, why not
swing by the Global Wildlife Preserve in Folsom just a little over 30 min-
utes from Franklinton. Go on a safari ride and spend a little over an hour
learning about animals from around the world. You might even get a 
chance to feed the giraffes. Global Wildlife is a non-profit 900-acre pre-
serve caring for over 4000 endangered animals.

To find out more about traveling our beautiful state, please visit
www.louisianatravel.com
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DECODING

SUMMER

Let’s Sudooku!

SUMMER

HEBCA

KBCTEU

DSAPE

KAPR

NVCIAOTA

NIPCCI

KIBNII

PNICMAG

MUMERS

HSRTOS

SUMMER WORD SCRAMBLE

CROSSWORD



Page 30| Around The Town June 2019

Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In GodWe Trust
Karen Mitchell Master Barber-Cosmetologist 318-663-5920

Jami Kelley Barber/Stylist 318-533-8552

S
H
O
P

L
O
C
A
L
L
Y

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

Mon-Sat • 81m-10pm
Sun • 8am-2pm

Terry & Pam Tedder
Owners (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER
LeChic Salon/Barber

99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA
318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by Rick Zelle

From the World’s Most Beautiful
and Expensive Woods

604 Keyser Avenue
Natchitoches, LA 71457 318-354-7772

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

3285Old Sabine Town Rd., Hemphill, TX 7594875948

Dine-In & Catering Available
Charles& BarbaraWeaver (Owners)

LarryWeaver (Manager)

THE INK SPOT
510 university Parkway

natChitOChes, la 71457

beCky Or larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com
Full Service Printing/Copying

Make a Difference

Adopt a Pet

Spay and Neuter

AUTO GLASS REPLACEMENT & REPAIR

P & J Embroidery & Monogramming

604 Keyser Ave., Natchitoches, LA

(318) 354-7772

M a i n S t r e e t
B a r b e r a n d B e a u t y

Haircuts $12
Deep Tissue Massage for Chronic Pain

(30 min. or 1 hour available)

560 W. Main Street, Many, LA 71449

For appointments call 318-256-5791

Robbin Meshell, LMT #LA3698, Barber & Cosmetologist



NSU Named a Top Teacher
Prep Program
Northwestern State University of Louisiana’s undergraduate elementary
teacher preparation program has been named one of the top in the coun-
try by the National Council on Teacher Quality (NCTQ), a nonpartisan, not-
for-profit research and policy organization.

This month, as part of a new book Start Here to Become a Teacher” NCTQ
named 120 undergraduate programs that excel in preparing teacher can-
didates to meet the demands of their future classrooms. Using nearly
two decades of extensive research in teacher preparation, NCTQ assessed
programs on critical, evidence-based measures, including:

● Rigorous admissions process;
● Emphasis on research-based approaches to teaching reading and

math for elementary candidates;
● Content knowledge for secondary candidates;
● Training in classroom management strategies that work for all stu

dents; and
● Quality student teaching experiences.

Of the 872 undergraduate programs reviewed, NSU’s School of Education
was recognized as a leader in the field.

“Northwestern State University has been preparing quality teachers for
over 130 years. It is very gratifying to know that an organization with such
stringent standards as the National Council on Teacher Quality (NCTQ)
has recognized our preparation program,” said Dr. Katrina Jordan, director
of the School of Education. “Being named one the nation’s top teacher
prep programs is such an honor. My hope is that this recognition, along
with the accreditation that we have received from many national orga-
nizations year after year, brings attention to the high quality we strive to
achieve on a daily basis.”

“The universities named in Start Here are exemplary in their dedication
to training the next generation of great teachers,” says Kate Walsh, NCTQ
President and book author. “We commend these institutions for the
thoughtful manner in which they’ve grounded their approach to teacher
preparation in what research shows to actually be effective.”

“Start Here to Become a Teacher” is intended to serve as a guidebook for
aspiring teachers. In addition to naming top undergraduate teacher prep
programs, the book calls out common myths about teaching and what
successful teachers love most about their jobs, features an affordability
index describing the places where renting an apartment on a teacher’s
salary is more or less feasible, gives advice on the best courses to take,
and provides information on making sure a student teaching experience
pays off and on how to land a first job. Learn more at www.starthere-
toteach.org.

TheNational Council on Teacher Quality is a nonpartisan research and pol-
icy group committed to modernizing the teaching profession and based
on the belief that all children deserve effective teachers. We recognize
that it is not teachers who bear responsibility for their profession’s many
challenges, but the institutions with the greatest authority and influence
over teachers. More in-
formation about NCTQ
can be found at www.
nctq.org. Information
on NSU School of Edu-
cation is available ated-
ucation.nsula.edu.
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST

“During his career at Northwestern State,
Dr. Handel has demonstrated that he has
all of the professional capabilities and per-
sonal characteristics to excel in the position
of provost and vice president for academic
affairs,” said Northwestern State President
Dr. Chris Maggio. “I know he will do an out-
standing job as he undertakes new respon-
sibilities that are vital to the future success
and excellence of our university.

Handel has been dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences since 2017 and was interim dean in 2016-17. He has
been director of the School of Creative and Performing Arts since 2014
after eight months as acting director. Handel joined NSU’s faculty in 2008.

“I am honored to be chosen as provost and vice president of academ-
ic affairs, and look forward to serving the university,” said Handel. “NSU
has a dynamic, gifted, talented and passionate faculty and staff that work
tirelessly to be responsive to students and to progressively grow the aca-
demic culture of the university.”

Handel taught courses in music, music education and fine arts and ad-
visedmore than 80music educationmajors each semester. He also served
as rehearsal accompanist/organist for Northwestern State’s Chamber
Choir and Concert Choir. Handel received the 2011 Excellence in Teaching
Award for the College of Arts, Letters, Graduate Studies and Research. He
has been a public school teacher at all levels in South Dakota and Arizona.

“This is an exciting opportunity to engage and dialogue with those in-
dividuals and departments to create new ways to expand our academ-
ic quality and integrity, and to work with advisory councils in assisting
us with being responsive to workforce and industry needs,” said Handel.
“NSU is positioned to continue as a leader in our region, and I am honored
to be part of that conversation.”

Handel and Director of Bands Dr. Jeff Mathews co-authored “The Best
Sounding Band in the Land: A History of the Northwestern State Univer-
sity Band.” He has also contributed to The Grove Dictionary of American
Music and the Music Educator’s Journal. He is completing a publication,
“Celebrating 50 Years of Community Commitment and Collaboration: The
History of the Natchitoches-Northwestern Symphony Society.” Handel
has been a regular presenter at state, regional and national professional
conferences.

A graduate of Augustana College, Handel earned a master’s degree and
doctorate at Arizona State University. He is a 2017 graduate of the Har-
vard Institutes for Higher Education: Institute for Management and Lead-
ership in Education.

Theatre Camp July 15-27
at NSU
Northwestern State University’s Department of Theatre and Dance will
host the popular Summer Theatre Camp July 15-27 for students who have
completed third through 10th grade.

This year’s camp will feature the first production of a full-length junior
edition show, “Alice in Wonderland Jr.” The camp is fast-paced and ac-
tion-packed. It will culminate with four performances of “Alice Jr.” at 3
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Friday, July 26 and Saturday, July 27.

The camp will take place from 12:30-5 p.m. and costs $200 per student,
which includes materials. Space is limited.

Space is limited. For more information or to register, call (318) 357-4483.Handel Named Provost,
VP for Academic Affairs at
NSU
Dr. Greg Handel has been named provost and vice president of academic
affairs at Northwestern State University. The appointment is subject to
approval by the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana Sys-
tem.
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VILLAGE OF ROBELINE
“Progress in the Making”

Monthly Update

The Village of Robeline recently completed a demolition project at the Robeline School
Complex. The latest project was the demolition of the Robeline High School gymnasium.
An open air pavilion will be constructed soon to use for community activities.

The newly installed open air pavilion will be 50' wide x 85' long and is expected to be com-
pletely installed within 2-3 months. It will host various events including concerts, birth-
day parties, family reunions etc. The Village of Robeline purchased the pavilion from Tyler
Building Systems in Texas. The photo is not the actual building to be constructed but very
similar.

Progress is being made on Laura Street in Robeline. The street is undergoing much needed
repairs. Other streets are being considered for future repairs.
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