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They Are In The Race Tennessee Mafia Jug Band 
Draws Large Crowd to 
Many Community Center

The Tennessee Mafia Jug Band, along with banjo star Leroy Troy,  per-
formed two sold-out shows at the Many Community Center [historic Sa-
bine Theater] in downtown Many Saturday, June 22. The event was de-
scribed as one of the most exciting shows to be performed at the local 
Community Center. Many are already requesting the soon return of the 
band to this area.

“Robert and I had a super time putting together the Tennessee Mafia Jug 
Band concerts! It was a true pleasure to have these great guys and their 
stellar music in our little town”, said Laurie Gentry, a promoter of the 
event. Laurie stated, “We are so blessed the Town of Many, Mayor Ken 
Freeman, Cultural District Chair Mary Brocato, our elected officials, busi-
nesses and individuals enthusiastically support live music at our historic 
and beautifully refurbished Sabine Theater”. Not too many small towns of 
2,700 in rural parishes and counties across the U.S. have such a thriving 
music and arts scene. Laurie expressed a heartfelt thanks to every person 
who made this No Man’s Land Bicentennial event a big success!

The Jug Band hails from the 
mountains of Tennessee and 
are known around the world 
for their authentic old-time 
Folk and early Country music. 
They are based out of Nash-
ville, where they often appear 
on “The Marty Stuart Show” on 
RFD-TV, America’s only televi-
sion network devoted to rural 
living. (Continued on Page 6)

( L to R) Mike Webb, Laurie Gentry, Andy 
Todd and Robert Gentry

Belting out a good one, with Dan Kelly on the fiddle, Mike on the guitar, 
LeRoy on the banjo and Mike Webb on the dobro

More NSU Students
Embracing International 
Studies
Northwestern State Uni-
versity has been a ben-
eficiary of a burgeoning 
international student 
population as cultures 
and ideas from all over 
the world have to come 
Natchitoches.

But now, American stu-
dents are beginning 
to plan semester-long 
placements at universities in places like France, Spain and Colombia.

Four students completed semesters and the Universite d’Angers in France 
with another finishing a semester at Fundacion Universitaria Colombo 
Internacional in Colombia.

Travis Mitchell, a hospitality management and tourism major, walked past 
the famed Notre Dame Cathedral a few hours before it was damaged in 
the April 16 fire.

“That was really crazy because we saw them doing construction, and 
there was a long line to get in,” said Mitchell, a North Carolina native who 
decided to take French in high school. “We said we’d just come back to-
morrow, but obviously that didn’t happen.

“We still got to travel around Paris and see the Louvre and other parts of 
France. It’s pretty easy to travel to other countries as well, and I went to 
Italy, Ireland and Spain during the semester.”

(Continued on Page 6)
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     It’s A Blimp!
     by Rickey Robertson 
 
 Throughout the history of warfare, armies have 
needed to observe the troop movements of the 
enemy. Every high point was used to try and 
see any movement of the enemy. Dating back 
to the Civil War both the Union and Confeder-
ate Armies used balloons to look and see if they 
could see any movement of the opposing forc-
es. The balloons were fitted with a basket and officers with field glasses 
would be raised high above the battle lines to look for any activity and if 
seen would drop messages to the handling crew on the ground. These 
messages would then be carried to the commanding officer so he could 
plan an attack. But being in the balloon was dangerous due to high winds 
breaking the ropes that tethered the balloon to the ground but also every 
observation balloon would be fired upon by sharpshooters. Many were 
actually shot down after being hit by rifle fire and many crewmen were 
wounded and killed. By World War I the US Army had a small fleet of 
balloons used for observation so that commanders could keep an eye on 
German troop movements and the locations of machine gun bunkers and 
artillery batteries. But these balloons were different from the Civil War 
balloons in the fact that they were motorized and could attain very high 
altitudes. Since they were motorized they could fly over the front lines 
and come back with up to date intelligence. But in World War I the Ger-
mans, British, French, and American Air Corps pilots were always on the 
lookout for blimps as they were known. If they could find one it would 
be attacked so that hopefully it could be shot down and destroyed. But 
all the armies to protect these blimps would have aircraft flying cover for 
them. Many great air battles in World War I took place against blimps.

 After World War I and in the 1930’s a new way of travel came about. Air 
travel was coming into its own with travelers being able to get flights on 
airliners and could travel throughout America. But Germany had some-
thing even better than traveling on an airplane. The Germans had built 
the largest dirigible airship in the world named the Hindenburg. Passen-
gers could fly from Germany all the way to the United States while riding 
in style aboard this airship. But on May 6, 1937 disaster struck as the Hin-
denburg came into the landing area at Manchester Township, New Jersey. 
The giant dirigible exploded into flames and 36 people were killed and 
62 managed to escape before it burned completely up. But there were 
still uses for blimps after this tragedy. And the uses would come from the 
United States military.

 In May 1940 the United States Army began to conduct training maneu-
vers in the Sabine Area of Louisiana. Kt. General Stanly Embick was in 
command of these maneuvers where over 70,000 men would begin com-
bat training. The U.S. Army was beginning to grow with an influx of draft-
ees and it needed to begin field training. With its Headquarters for the 
1940 3rd Army Maneuvers at Camp Beauregard, troops began to fan out 
across the large maneuver area that lay between the Red and Sabine Riv-
er’s and Shreveport to the north and Lake Charles to the south. But how 
could these maneuvers be observed so that changes and updates could 
be made in the training and tactics of the army? This problem would be 
solved with blimps!

 Early one morning in May 1940 a youngster happened to look across the 
cut over forest lands  and slowly coming across  the sky was a blimp ! 
He ran home and told his Mother “Momma, it’s a blimp”! And yes there 
came one of the airships used by the U.S. Army for observation purposes. 
What a thrill in seeing something like this ! And many other folks also 
got to see the blimps during the maneuvers and some got to see them 
firsthand when they visited the camps where the soldiers assigned to the 
blimps were camped. The blimps would be flown into an area where it 
could land and could be tethered down. The motor would be removed 
from the blimp and an observation basket would be attached. The blimp 
was held down with cables on spools mounted to the back of specially 
designed military trucks. When the maneuver battles would begin, of-
ficers with field glasses would then be hoisted into the air so that the 
maneuver battles could be observed and all troop movements and tactics 
could be assessed. When the maneuver battle was over, the blimp would 
be reeled down to the trucks and would be tethered and the motor would 
be re-attached by the ground crewmen. And as the units would advance 
the blimps would slowly rise into the air and with its motor running and 
turning the propeller it would fly on to another field where it could land 
and the procedure could be repeated. And when the maneuvers ended 
the large blimps sailed away with them becoming outdated by the army’s 
standards.  (Continued on Page 7)

Steve Rachal
Announces Candidacy for 
Natchitoches Parish
Sheriff
To the citizens of Natchi-
toches Parish:

My name is Steve Rachal. 
I am officially announcing 
my candidacy for Sheriff of 
Natchitoches Parish. I was 
born and raised in Natchitoches Parish and the majority of my family still 
reside and work in this parish. I am married to Karen Rachal and we have 
7 children and 9 grandchildren. My children and grandchildren attend 
school in Natchitoches Parish.

I began my career in law enforcement in 1985 when I was hired as a 
part-time (Civil Defense) Deputy Sheriff for Natchitoches Parish. It didn’t 
take me long to realize that I wanted a career in law enforcement. A few 
months later, I was hired as a full-time Natchitoches Police Officer where I 
worked for approximately one year. In 1986, I was hired as a Deputy in the 
Patrol Division by Sheriff Norm Fletcher. I worked there for four years until 
1990, when I was hired by the Louisiana State Police. Upon graduating the 
State Police Academy I served Natchitoches Parish as a resident Trooper 
until 1999 when I was promoted to Detective. During my career with the 
State Police I was on the SWAT Team for 8 years. In 2001 I was promot-
ed to Sergeant in the Bureau of Investigations where I worked until my 
retirement in 2011. After my promotion in 2001, I worked in the Gam-
ing Section in a supervisory role. I left the Gaming Section for an assign-
ment in the Special Crimes Unit overseeing Troopers in the investigation 
and apprehension of child predators. I worked as a Detective Sergeant 
in the Bureau of Investigations Detective Division, then later the State 
Police Intelligence Unit, until my retirement. As a Trooper, I was also a 
commissioned Deputy United States Marshal and assisted in the Fugitive 
Apprehension Task Force.

My intention as the next Sheriff of Natchitoches Parish is to improve ser-
vice to the citizens of Natchitoches Parish by putting in place measures to 
ensure faster response times to calls for service, and to ensure that com-
plainants are kept informed of the progress of investigations in a timely 
manner.

I pledge to attack the drug problem head-on that is so prevalent in our 
parish. My narcotics unit will work to get the dealers out of our parish and 
away from our children! I want to have a very close working relationship 
with the Natchitoches Parish District Attorney’s Office to ensure that deal-
ers are prosecuted and people with drug addictions have an opportunity 
for help.

To the drug dealers preying on our parish: This is a promise from me to 
you. Go deal your drugs somewhere else. If you choose to deal drugs in 
Natchitoches Parish be prepared to face the consequences!

To the men and women of the Parish Sheriff’s Department, both Patrol 
and Investigations:

Let me be very clear before the rhetoric starts. I am not trying to get elect-
ed to fire everybody. You are hard working people with families to sup-
port and I understand that. I went through more than one election when 
I was a Deputy and understand how you feel. If you are qualified for the 
position you are assigned, you have nothing to worry about. As a matter 
of fact it is time that you are properly compensated for the work you do 
because you are the backbone of the Sheriff’s Department. You are the 
first line of defense for the citizens of this parish. I will not hold pay raises 
over your heads to get your loyalty. You will know that you are appreciat-
ed and will have all necessary equipment to do your job as efficiently and 
safely as possible. When I am elected as the next Sheriff of Natchitoches 
Parish you will have a Sheriff that you can be proud to call “Your Sheriff”. 
I will have an open door policy and it will be open for ALL of you. I pledge 
to be involved in your communities and we will work together to make 
Natchitoches Parish a place that is safe to raise our families.

I would love to hear your questions or concerns. Contact me at 318-527-
9021 or steverachalforsheriff@gmail.com.



France’s American
Cemetery for the
Dishonored Dead
by Dean Lambert

The Oise-Aisne American Cemetery Plot E is the 
fifth plot at the Oise-Aisne American Cemetery 
and Memorial, an American military cemetery 
in northern France that comprises four main 
burial plots (i.e., A, B, C and D) containing the 
remains of 6,012 service personnel, all of whom 
died during World War I.

Plot E is approximately 300 feet away from the 
main cemetery and is a separate, hidden sec-
tion which currently contains the remains of 
96 American military prisoners, all of whom were executed by hanging 
or firing squad under military authority for crimes committed during or 
shortly after World War II. Their victims were 26 fellow American soldiers 
(all murdered) and 71 British, French, German, Italian, Polish and Algerian 
civilians (both male and female) who were raped or murdered.

In total, the US Army executed 98 servicemen for murder and/or rape in 
the European Theatre of Operations during the Second World War. The 
remains of these servicemen were originally buried near the site of their 
executions, which took place in countries as far apart as England, France, 
Belgium, Germany, Italy and Algeria. In 1949, the remains of these men 
were re-interred in Plot E, a private section specifically built to hold what 
the Graves Registration referred to as “the dishonored dead”; per stan-
dard practice, all had been dishonorably discharged from the US Army 
the day before their executions.

Plot E is detached from the main four cemetery plots for the honored 
dead of World War I. It is located across the road and deliberately hid-
den from view, inside a 100×50 feet oval-shaped clearing surrounded by 
hedges and hidden in thick forest.

Officially, Plot E does not exist: The plot is accessible only through the 
back door of the superintendent’s office. Access is difficult and visitors 
are not encouraged, though the section is maintained by cemetery care-
takers who periodically mow the lawn area and trim the hedges. One 
cemetery employee described Plot E as a “house of shame” and a “per-
fect anti-memorial”.

Unlike the marble monuments and inscribed standing headstones of the 
regular plots, Plot E contains nothing but 96 flat stone markers (arranged 
in four rows) and a single small granite cross. The white grave markers are 
the size of index cards and have nothing on them except sequential num-
bers engraved in black. The intention was that individual graves would 
be impossible to identify. No US flag is permitted to fly over the section, 
and the numbered graves literally lie with their backs turned to the main 
cemetery on the other side of the road.

Louisiana Soldiers interred at Oise-Aisne American Cemetery Plot E 
Fred A. McMurray - Ruston - Hanged - plot #2

Matthew Junior Clay, Jr - Avery Island - Hanged - plot #3

Mervin Holden - Robeline - Hanged - plot #8

Lee A. Burns - Homer - Hanged - plot #74

Madison Thomas - Arnaudville - Hanged - plot #76

Milbert Bailey - Livingston Parish - Hanged - plot #90
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Lee Waskom Announces 
Candidacy for
Natchitoches 
Parish
President
I’m Lee Waskom and I am announcing my 
candidacy for the office of Parish President 
in Natchitoches Parish.

My family moved to Natchitoches in 1964 
when I was 11 months old. Having grown up 
on a farm raising 35 head of cattle, I learned 
the value of hard work at a young age. My summers were spent baling 
hay. I lived on my family’s farm on Fish Hatchery Road for 31 years.

I attended school in Natchitoches, graduating in 1982 from Natchitoches 
Central High. I earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from 
Northwestern State University in 1986. I am married to Ginny Fontenot 
Waskom and we have 3 children and three grandchildren. We attend 
Westside Baptist Church.

As a successful businessman, I have supported the local economy by 
creating and maintaining thousands of jobs over the last 35 years. From 
1987-2010, I was President and owner of the Campus Corner Bookstores 
in Natchitoches, with other locations in Shreveport, and Monroe. Because 
of business market changes in the Textbook industry, I shifted my business 
focus to property management, property development and investment 
opportunities. In October 2012, I ventured into the restaurant business 
through ownership in Smoothie King and, later, Dickey’s Barbecue Pits in 
Natchitoches and Lafayette.

My active participation in charitable, community and service organiza-
tions has given me the opportunity to understand the people of Natchi-
toches Parish, their needs and concerns. I also served a two-year term 
as President of the NSU Foundation. As a member of the Natchitoches 
Kiwanis Club, I was on the Board of Directors for nine years and Treasurer 
for five. Presently, I am on the Board of Directors of the HDBA serving as 
Treasurer and I’m a member of the Natchitoches Rotary Club.

I want to use my financial success to create a pathway to solve the issues 
this Parish is facing. As Parish President, it will be my goal to work within 
the current budget structure to ensure we meet the needs of the parish 
citizens through infrastructure improvement and business development.

BETTER ROADS AHEAD!!

WEBSITE: https://www.leewaskomparishpresident.com/

SOCIAL MEDIA: https://www.facebook.com/LeeWaskomParishPresident/

AROUND THE TOWN REMEMBERS...
 Frank Marion Kees, Jr.

Frank Marion Kees, Jr. served as Mayor of the City of 
Natchitoches, La. for twelve consecutive years. He re-
fused to run for the fourth term, deciding instead to be-
come President of Timberline Mfg. Inc. which he was a 
co-organizer. This manufacturing company produced 
several designs of chairs. Timberline again commercial-
ized Natchitoches as did Anthanase DeMezieres some 
200 plus years ago when he assigned traders to the dif-
ferent Indian tribes. Following those Indian trails, which 
are our State Highways today, the Timberline salesman 
had customers in Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Ar-
kansas, Oklahoma and Texas.

Mr. Kees served as president of the Central Louisiana 
Council of Mayors and also the State Municipal Associa-
tion of Mayors of Louisiana, thus bringing added prestige 
to our Natchitoches area. How true is the quotation by Mr. 
Kees: “The rocking chair is the worlds first tranquilizer.” 
Mr. Kees wed Helen Myrtle LeBlanc of Opelousas, La.

Pressure Washing Service
318-521-3140

Anthony Parrie, Owner/Operator
ABV Pressure Washing Services LLC

abvservicesllc@gmail.com
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   Corkey Bruce, Owner
   Natural Springs  
   Garden Center

In The Garden
by Corkey Bruce

We at Natural Springs Garden Center want to 
thank everyone for another successful Anni-
versary Celebration. June brought us to the 
close of our 14th year in business as a garden 
center. It was June of 2005 that we opened af-
ter seven months of planning and building.

Our original target for opening was April, 
2005. However, we encountered some obsta-
cles during the planning stage. In November 
of 2004 we found the perfect piece of property 
on University Parkway. We signed a contract to 
purchase this land but before we could get to the closing, one of the heirs 
passed away and the property became part of the succession.

The second 
obstacle was 
rezoning the 
property from 
residential to 
c o m m e r c i a l . 
Several of the 
landowners ad-
jacent to this 
property had 

questions and concerns about the property becoming commercial. They 
had no objection to a garden center but wondered if we failed would, an 
undesirable business be able to locate here. We assured them that failure 
was not an option. It took two City Council meetings for the rezoning to 
pass.

Finally, we went to 
closing and then we went to clearing the land. The land had been un-
used for years and was overgrown with trees and lots of underbrush. Mr. 
Wayne Pleasant came out with lots of BIG equipment – bull dozers and 
back hoes – and began pushing down trees. I had marked certain trees 
that should remain, one being the giant Live Oak that offers much needed 
shade for our shade area.  Mr. Wayne did an excellent job of protecting 
those trees. They are still standing and still very healthy.

The next step was the construction of the green houses. We built what 
we call the “Hot House” which is the large house on the west side of the 
property and the other that we call the “Short House” on the east side 
of the property. We also construct a shade house up front which was de-
stroyed February 11, 2010 when we had six inches of snow. The snow was 
so heavy on the plastic covering that it bent the steel poles.

Finally we were ready to open. Some would say that opening a garden 
center at the beginning of summer was foolish. It probably was. But it 
gave us some time to get our processes in order.

Then in August Hurricane Katrina hit the state and we had an influx of 
displaced people from South Louisiana. One of those people was Sandy 
Jordan who had worked over 25 years in a wholesale nursery. She came 
in asking for a job.

One day Sandy said, 
“Miss Corkey, why 
don’t we grow our 
own plants instead 
of buying them form 
these plant delivery 
trucks?” The rest 
is history. Sandy 
taught me how to 
order plug starts, how to plant them, how to schedule them for the crop 
to finish on time, and lots more. To say that I owe much of our success to 
Sandy is an understatement. (Continued on page 10)

Carl Chance Announces 
Candidacy for Sabine
Parish Assessor 
Carl Chance is presently employed as a 
certified Louisiana Deputy Assessor in 
the Sabine Parish Assessor’s office, and 
is publicly announcing that he is running 
for Assessor in the upcoming election. 
His message to voters is simple: “I have 
worked in public service the majority of 
my career
in Sabine Parish, but I don’t consider 
myself a politician, just a hard- working, 
very conservative country boy wanting 
to make another contribution to my 
home parish of Sabine.”

“I don’t believe in the typical mudslinging antics which seems to have 
taken over political races, and I hope this isn’t one of those campaigns,” 
states Chance, who was IT Director / Shoreline Supervisor for Sabine River 
Authority from 2002-2018. “If I’m elected, the office of the Assessor will 
be honest and fair to all, regardless if the landowner has 1⁄4 acre lot or 
many acres. The duties of the Assessor’s Office will be carried out in ac-
cordance with Louisiana laws and the rules / regulations required by the 
Louisiana Tax Commission and will be applied impartially.”

Chance’s past employment includes working for the Louisiana Dept of 
Wildlife and Fisheries Enforcement from 1978-1990 in Sabine Parish and 
the Toledo Bend area and for Sabine, Desoto and Red River Assessor’s of-
fice integrating parcel mapping / GIS from 1997-1999; so he understands 
the issues and needs of Sabine Parish. He looks forward to working with 
all the elected officials and business leaders to expand the economic base 
and create job opportunities in Sabine Parish.

That concern for and knowledge of his home parish is enhanced by the 
fact that he grew up in the Sabine Parish community of Plainview, the 
son of a Baptist pastor, and Chance is also the brother of another local-
ly well-known minister, Wayne Chance. His public and private life has 
demonstrated the characteristics of the morals, values and work-ethic he 
learned as a child and has maintained throughout his long career after 
receiving his Bachelor of Science at McNeese State University in 1976.

Since returning to the Assessor’s office in January of 2018 Carl has com-
pleted all the education requirements from the Louisiana Assessor’s As-
sociation for being certified as a Louisiana Deputy Assessor (CLDA) and 
for the designation of Assessment Administration Specialist (AAS) from 
the International Association of Assessing Officers (IAAO). According to 
IAAO there are only five people in Louisiana with the AAS designation. 
Carl appreciates the encouragement and support from Sabine Assessor 
Cindy Manasco in accomplishing these achievements.

Carl spends his spare time providing quality outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities to physically challenged individuals and Veterans through the 
non-profit Hunter’s Enriching Lives of People (H.E.L.P. of Sabine) where 
he is a founding member.

A vote for Carl Chance is a vote for the future of Sabine Parish. I would like 
to take this opportunity to ask for your vote and support. Due to working 
daily in the Assessor’s office, it will be impossible to speak to each of you 
personally, but I will work hard to knock on as many doors as possible. 
Please follow us on Facebook and Twitter for the latest updates.

FOR THE PEOPLE, NOT THE POLITICS!
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Charlie Greer - 
Commissioner of 
Agriculture & Forestry
Charlie was born and grew up in north Evangeline 
Parish in the small rural town of Pine Prairie. He at-
tended Pine Prairie High School where he was ac-
tive m Future Farmers of America (FFA), and after 
attending LSU, Charlie went on to pursue farming. 
raised cattle as well as quarter horses He has been 
an avid hunter and fisherman all his life. Charlie is 
married to Martha Russell Greer, a 37 year veteran 
of law enforcement with the Louisiana Department 
of Public Safety & Corrections. Together they reside 
m Natchitoches Parish where they manage their 
timber lands and their property, and attend Good Hope Baptist Church 
with their family. Charlie’s knowledge of and love for the state of Louisi-
ana explains why he has dedicated his life to public service and why he 
would like your support for his candidacy for Louisiana Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Forestry. 

Charlie is a 23 year employee of the Louisiana Department of Agriculture 
and Forestry as a Forestry Enforcement Agent (served under two Com-
missioners from 1991 to 2013). At the time of his Retirement in 2013, 
Charlie was Program Director/Forest Enforcement Chief and worked 
closely supporting land owners and loggers across the state. Charlie is 
well versed mall aspects of the forestry and agriculture industries in the 
state of Louisiana. Charlie currently serves on as a commissioner on the 
Red River Waterway Commission. 

In the past, Charlie served in an advisory capacity in Governor Dave 
Treen’s administration (1980 - 1984) as well as an administrative aide to 
Senator Joe McPherson {1989-1990).  Charlie was employed by Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries as a Wildlife Enforcement  Agent from 
1981 - 1983.  As a member of the Louisiana Wildlife Agents Association, 
Charlie was elected president of the Assocrat1on for the year 1982-1983 
He has also served as a lobbyist in the Louisiana Legislature for issues re-
lating to Wildlife & Fisheries. From 1983 - 1989. Charlie was employed as 
Chief Deputy and Chief Criminal Investigator with the Evangeline Parish 
Sheriff’s Office after having attended LSU Law Enforcement Institute (and 
even serving as president of his class)

Charlie currently has memberships with the following organizations in 
Louisiana: 
Farm Bureau    Ducks Unlimited
Quail and Pheasants Forever  Louisiana Forestry Association 
LA Cattlemen’s Association  Red River Valley Association
National Water Ways Association LA Levee Board Association
Mississippi Valley Flood Control Association  B.A.S.S.

Charlie is a past member of the American Quarter Horse association as 
well as the American Brangus Association and American Braford Associ-
ation.

As your Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry, I will use my experi-
ence, knowledge and leadership to make the Department of Agriculture 
& Forestry a proactive agency with sufficient manpower and funding. In-
stead of the reactive. understaffed and inefficient agency that is currently 
in place. I will make sure that food and fiber consumed or used by the 
taxpayers of this state are safe and accurate in purity and content. I will 
also work to ensure that the cattleman and farmers of Louisiana have 
the best representation at their disposal, as well as make sure that the 
timberlands of this state are protected from wildfires, timber theft, and 
vandalism.

I am Charlie Greer, and I am asking for your support of my candidacy for 
Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry for the great state of Louisiana. 
I look forward to the challenge and the responsibility to work for you, the 
hardworking citizens of Louisiana. If you want a Commissioner who will 
protect the agriculture and forestry interests of Louisiana, vote Charlie 
Greer. 

Thank you for your consideration
Charlie Greer
for Commissioner of Agriculture & Forestry

from
The Editor and 

Staff
of

Around the Town
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Tennessee Mafia Jug Band
(Contineud from page 1)

The group was started by the late Lester Armistead and features Old-time 
music patterned after Uncle Dave Macon, the first superstar of the Grand 
Ole Opry; Roy Acuff, Pappy and his Jug Band and other legendary Old-time 
musicians.

The band has played the Grand Ole Opry dozens of times; they have head-
lined at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, and have performed at 
hundreds of top–tier music festivals across the United States. Along the 
way, the group also provided entertainment for the society wedding of 
actress Angelina Jolie.

During the event, the troupe played a wide variety of traditional acoustic 
instruments always found in the string bands of America’s frontier such 
as fiddle, mandolin, harmonica, guitar, slide guitar (now called dobro), 
upright string bass, washboard, bones, spoons and the jug.

Their repertoire consists of spirited “play party”–style songs of the 1800s 
and ballads that tell the stories and experiences of early American life.
The program was a special presentation of the No Man’s Land Bicentenni-
al Celebration, headed by Sabine Tourist Commission Director Linda Cur-
tis-Sparks, and also a special presentation of the Many Cultural District, 
chaired by Town of Many Councilwoman Mary Brocato.

LeRoy Troy and the Tennessee Ma-
fia Jug Band were chosen to appear 
in Many as part of the three-year 
long No Man’s Land Bicentennial 
Celebration for their unique skills 
and authenticity in Old-time mu-
sic. The Tennessee Mafia Jug Band 
provides a highly-entertaining, yet 
historic romp through America’s 
past. The program was filled with 
Old-time music, corny jokes and 
fun for all.

LeRoy Troy cuts shine in a rare performance of "Grandfather's Clock"

Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richard-
son and Tennessee Slicker LeRoy Troy

Town of Many Accepting 
Job Applications 

The Town of Many is accepting applications for a full-time worker as a 
floater in the Clean-up and Water Departments. Job Duties include: clean-
up and town maintenance, pothole patching, mowing, weed eating, read-
ing water meters and other duties as assigned. Skills desired: use of mow-
er and weed eater. Applications may be obtained at City Hall from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. An Equal Opportunity Employer.

International Studies
(Continued from page 1)

NSU students will continue to study abroad this fall with two going to 
Universidad de Alicante in Spain, one heading to Shenzhen University in 
China and another to France.

Marcus Jones, NSU’s Executive Vice President for University & Business 
Affairs, said NSU students have studied at international universities for a 
week or a month, but there’s a growing trend on campus for local scholars 
to stay for full semesters.

“We’re really encouraging our domestic students to go abroad,” said 
Jones, who’s played a leading role in expanding NSU’s international stu-
dent population. “We’ve had a host of students coming to Natchitoches 
from these countries, and now we’re starting to reciprocate with students 
of our own.”

NSU has bilateral agreements with schools in nine countries.

Telba Espinoza-Contreras, director of the International Student Resource 
Center, said more students typically favor short-term programs.

“We’re trying to create more of these opportunities,” Espinoza-Contreras 
said about short-term visits. “We currently have two language summer 
programs available to all NSU students to study for four weeks in either 
France or Mexico.

“We have other opportunities that are a week or 10 days available for 
specific majors.”

Since 2015, 23 NSU students have participated in study abroad programs, 
including the three students set for this fall.

The cost of international travel can seem prohibitive to some students, 
but Jones said NSU is offering small stipends to help offset those costs.

“Most of the students we attract to NSU don’t come from wealthy fam-
ilies, and it’s hard enough to pay tuition let alone be a part of a student 
exchange,” Jones said. “If a student is able to get airfare taken care of, 
they are more likely to participate.

“We don’t have a whole lot of stipends, but we want to promote what 
we do have. What I’ve found is if we help those students go abroad for 
a week exchange, they are more likely to go back for a longer period of 
time.”

Mitchell, who took classes in English although some students completed 
their coursework in French, said these stipends significantly reduced the 
cost of airfare.

“That helped a lot, and I strongly recommend that anybody that has an 
opportunity or a chance to study abroad to do it,” Mitchell said. “I’ll re-
member the people there most because the majority of those people are 
going to be outgoing people who want to have new experiences.

“Even if you’re not a people person, this experience forces you to talk to 
new people and learn a lot about different cultures.”

For more information and applications on study abroad programs, visit 
nsula.edu/international.

108 Touline Street
Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-238-3939

Specialty and novelty cakes and cupcakes, 
wedding cakes, decorated sugar cookies 

and other handmade treats
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Open Letter from
Natchitoches Councilman  
Russell Rachal
  
The Natchitoches Parish Council met in regular 
session on June 17, 2019. There were several 
agenda items, but most of them were appoint-
ments/reappointments to various boards and 
Ordinances for zoning changes.

One  item of interest was the employment of the 
Director of Public Works, which is occupied by Mr. 
John Richmond. Mr. Richmond is running for the 
position of Natchitoches Parish President. Several 
constituents of various Council members have expressed concerns in 
relation to Mr. Richmond being employed by the Parish Government and 
seeking election to the President position, which is ultimately over the 
Director of Public Works position. The constituents have expressed con-
cerns stating that it appears that Mr. Richmond is suddenly starting to 
fix roads now that it’s election year, when nothing seemed to be getting 
done prior to his announcement that he was running for the President 
position. We, as the Council, were advised that no one was sure if this 
was allowed or not.

On May 29, 2019 the Council was advised by email that Department of 
Public Works was currently unable to purchase a certain type of road re-
pair material, and in order for Mr. Richmond to purchase a different type 
of material we will need to either call a special meeting to pass an emer-
gency budget amendment Ordinance or issue an emergency declaration. 
I advised the administration that I wanted a meeting instead of allow-
ing the Parish President to declare an emergency. The Chairman of the 
Council allowed the emergency declaration because a quorum of Council 
members was not available for an emergency meeting. I responded by 
email that I was in opposition to this, as there were some unanswered 
questions that remained.

On May 30, 2019 I sent an email to Mr. Rick Nowlin and Mr. John Rich-
mond, pursuant to the Public Information Act requesting the following 
information:

    1) In the email that I received from the Natchitoches Parish Clerk on 
May 29, 2019 I was advised the Department of Public Works is currently 
unable to purchase a certain type of road repair material. Please provide 
what type of material this was in reference to, as the Emergency Decla-
ration states, “Certain types of road repair materials, including but not 
limited to, Winn rock, crushed concrete, stone and gravel.

    2) What constituted the emergency, being that I was advised by Mr. 
Richmond on May 20, 2019, during the Regularly scheduled Natchi-
toches Parish Council meeting that there was no emergency in the rock 
budget.

On June 01, 2019, I received a phone call from Mr. Richmond stating that 
there was actually no emergency, but he just needed the money to get 
work done faster so it would look better.            

During the meeting on June 17, 2019, I asked Mr. Richmond if it was 
true that he called me and advised me of this on June 01, 2019. Mr. 
Richmond advised that he did indeed call me and advise me that it was 
no actual emergency. I advised Mr. Richmond that I was in receipt of a 
Facebook post by Councilwoman Patsy Ward Hoover on May 22, 2019 at 
7:21 pm stating that, “Mr. Nowlin has promised to visit Bermuda Road 
tomorrow. I have asked for emergency funding. I can be reached at 318-
527-9294”. 

Mr. Richmond had already stated that this material was placed on Ber-
muda Road. I advised Mr. Richmond that I was already aware a week 
prior to his request to declare an emergency that he was going to ask for 
one. 

I was advised that our legal counsel advised the Administration that this 
was not an emergency, and advised them not to declare one, but they 
did it anyway.     

Please understand that the Council has not changed the way we report 
roads and projects that are in need of repair. If the administration can fix 
roads now, they could have been doing it.

 It’s A Blimp (Continued from Page 2)

During World War II the U.S. Navy would use blimps to fly along with 
convoys heading to England and Russia to protect these mighty armadas 
from German U-boats. And you may have seen in the photographs of the 
D-Day landings the many airships flying over the mighty fleet. These were 
blimps in a sense but were known as barrage balloons. These blimps were 
tied by cables to ships during the invasion to prevent German air attacks. 
If a plane hit the cable a wing could be pulled off and it would crash. And 
the British also had used there barrage balloons during the London Blitz 
when the Germans were bombing every night to attempt to scare off the 
bombers. They did help some and it gave the RAF an opportunity to attack 
the German bombers.

 But stop and remember that here in Louisiana there once came a unit of 
large airships that participated in the very first of the many Louisiana Ma-
neuvers. And from the lessons learned here in Louisiana from the tactics 
observed by the airmen who flew these airships, new procedures, new 
vehicles, and new weapons would evolve due to their careful observation 
of every unit, whether large or small. And most of all from the training 
received here in Louisiana the U.S. Army began its long trek to build the 
most powerful army in the world that would overcome all obstacles and 
would win World War II. And keep looking………….is that a blimp coming 
over the trees !!!

One of the observation blimps pictured with its ground crew that were 
used by the U.S. Army during the 1940 Louisiana Maneuvers. (Robertson 
Collection)

Photograph of one of the observation blimps flying from one location to 
another during the 1940 Louisiana Maneuvers. (Robertson Collection)

Photograph snapped during the 1940 Louisiana Maneuvers showing an 
observation blimp flying past a large army camp. (Robertson Collection)

Thank you for your continued support and God Bless you and your fami-
lies.

Sincerely,

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council 
District 5
(318)652-0382  
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Staying Hydrated during 
Southern Summertime Fun
by Abigail “Missy” Hennigan 

Summertime – the word evokes thoughts of all day 
spent outdoors, evening ball games, outdoor bar-
beques, swimming lessons, summer camps – hot, 
sweaty, southern summertime fun.  As the days get 
hotter and vacation mode really kicks in, you find 
yourself looking for another icy-cold drink of water, 
another snow cone stand, or another sweet juicy bite of watermelon to 
bring your internal temperature down a notch or two.  Truth be told, sum-
mertime, with her warmer temperatures and increased outdoor activi-
ties, brings the need to be vigilant about staying hydrated.  

Here are a few tips to keep you healthy this summer:
• Start with water – most people need a minimum of 8-10 cups (1 cup =  
 8 oz) of water daily.
• Avoid high sugar-containing beverages (sodas, juice drinks, etc.); in 
 stead look for lower sugar juices (<15g sugar/8oz servings) and  
 make this no more than 2 servings in a day.
• Include beverages with every meal.
• Add a straw in a bottle if it will encourage you to drink more fluids.  
• Choose snacks with a high fluid content:
 o Fruit: melons, oranges, berries…
 o Vegetables: cucumbers, lettuce, celery, tomato…
 o Other: homemade fruit pops (blend water with frozen fruit/veg 
 gies and make refreshing popsicles for a hot day), or homemade  
 sports-drink pops (mix 50/50 water/sports drink and freeze).
• Add frozen fruit to water instead of ice if you prefer a flavored beverage,
 plus it makes for a tasty treat at the end of your hydrating bever 
 age.
• Carry a cooler for fruits/veggies and hydrating beverages throughout  
 the day.
• If you plan to be out and about all day at sporting events, freeze at least 
 one water bottle per person and put these in your ice chest to  
 keep the other water bottles cool (you may need to pour out a lit 
 tle water from each bottle since water expands when frozen).  By  
 the end of the day, these will have thawed to a perfect temp and  
 you did not have to buy lots of ice.
• Watch for signs of dehydration: dark urine, muscle cramping, reduced  
 sweating, nausea/vomiting, dizziness, headaches, etc.  Remem 
 ber, urine color is usually a good indicator of hydration: light yel 
 low/straw color = well hydrated; dark color = dehydration
• Avoid energy drinks (especially with children!): The Academy of Pediat
 rics recommends that 12-18 year olds not consume more than  
 100 mg of caffeine daily.  An 8-oz serving of plain coffee can
 contain almost 175 mg of caffeine.  A 2-oz energy shot contains  
 around 200mg.  An 8-oz energy drink contains approximately 80- 
 100 mg.
• Water is the best source of fluids if your activity (e.g., sports, or even  
 yard work) lasts less than 60 minutes.  Sports drinks may be ben 
 eficial for replacing electrolytes and carbohydrate losses if you are 
 participating in physical activity for more than 60 minutes; keep in 
 mind, many sports drinks contain multiple servings in one bottle.
• Hydration Recommendations:
 o 1-2 hours before event: 1.5-2.5 cups water
 o 10-15 minutes before event: 1-2 cups water
 o During event: 0.5-0.75 cups water every 15-20 minutes
 o After event: 2-3 cups water
• Other recommendations:
 o Avoid heavy mid-day meals if you plan for all-day activities.  In 
 stead, choose a small mid morning snack, light lunch, and small  
 afternoon snack.
 o Avoid spicy foods – these can increase body temperature.
 o Pick shelf-stable snacks for on-the-road summer activities:
▪ Snack Bars (<10g sugar/serving) ▪ Jerky (limit as it is high in sodium)
▪ Peanut Butter Sandwich  ▪ Unsalted Nuts and Seeds (handful, 
      not a can-full)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Watermelon-Strawberry Popsicles:  Yield: 4-6 servings
Ingredients:
3 cups cubed watermelon
1 cup fresh or frozen strawberries
2 Tbsp lime juice

(Continued on Page 10)

Instructions:
1. Place all ingredients in a blender 
and blend until smooth.
2. Pour into popsicle molds or paper 
cups and freeze until solid (approxi-
mately 3-4 hours).

Pets Need Vets
by Herbert de Launay 

 If you have animals, please get to know a Veterinar-
ian. It will make life happier for both you and your 
animals.

 About ten years ago, a good friend of mine was giv-
en a beautiful little puppy. After several days, the 
puppy began to be sick. Soon it died. I cried for that 
poor animal. The Vet said it was Parvo virus. The puppy had probably 
been exposed before it was given to my friend.

Sometime later my dog had a litter of puppies. I made sure they had their 
vaccinations before I gave them away. I did not want anyone else to have 
the heartbreak I experienced over my friend’s puppy dying.

If your dog is expecting a litter of puppies, or if your cat is expecting a 
litter of kittens, consult with your Veterinarian for recommendations for 
worming and vaccinations.

There are some things that can and should be done before they are old 
enough to give away. Your local Veterinarian can give you a recommended 
schedule.

Worm medicine for puppies can be started at two weeks of age. For kit-
tens, you can start at three weeks old. Schedules and information can be 
found online or gotten from your Veterinarian.

A June news article from KTBS in Shreveport noted that animal rescue 
groups in Northwest Louisiana were battling an outbreak of the Parvo 
virus. Early vaccination is the best way to handle this problem.

If someone offers to give you a puppy when their dog has a litter, ask if 
they will have the puppies treated by a Vet before they are given away. 
Then, find out what treatments were provided and follow the recom-
mended schedule for booster shots.

Our animals depend on us to provide the care they cannot get on their 
own.

Daily Lunch Specials (Monday - Friday)
10:30 am to 2 pm

Dinner Specials (Friday & Saturday)
4 pm to 9 pm

Hours (Monday - Saturday) 10:30 am to 9 pm 
(Sunday) 10:30 am to 2:00 pm

Dine In Available 

Call-in Orders Welcome (Pick Up at Window)

“Country Cookin - Made to Order”

Seafood - Steaks - PoBoys 
Sandwiches - Dessert - Drinks
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628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your orders NoW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
              Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

who learn about this major activi-
ty, which took place so many years 
ago.

Learn more about the cypress log-
ging industry by visiting www.loui-
sianatravel.com.

Cypress Logging Days in 
South Louisiana
by Mark Allemond & Peggy Devall

Beginning in the early 1700’s the cy-
press timber industry throughout the 
central Gulf of Mexico coastal region 
was a major occupational activity and 
economic contributor for many areas 
in the south. Louisiana was no excep-
tion with regard to timber companies 
setting up shop to exploit the riches of the virgin cypress stock, which 
covered much of the Atchafalaya Basin and surrounding vicinities.

As with most other industries at the time, agriculture and commercial 
lumbering activities dominated rural landscape in Louisiana. Amazingly, 
with exception to the milling process, all of the actual cutting was done 
by hand with cross cut saws and axes. Old photographs and even silent 
films from the early 1900’s show the unique skills that these loggers had 
with regard to felling these massive trees in the middle of the swamps 
and other coastal areas.

Up and down the Atchafalaya Basin from the more northern parts of the 
basin such as communities along the upper Atchafalaya River to lower ar-
eas such as Patterson and Morgan City, mills were built to process millions 
of “board feet” on an annual basis. Typically, many of these mills were ca-
pable to milling up to 250,000 board feet of lumber in a very short period, 
which was then used for all types of construction use.

Early on during the beginning of the industry in the 1700’s, much of the 
wood being harvested and milled was shipped to Europe to be used in the 
construction of ships and other vessels, but as the population and econo-
my grew in the South, much was also used in the construction of various 
sizes of personal dwellings and commercial buildings.

Structures including the antebellum homes, which dotted the Mississippi 
River as well as smaller homes were constructed with cypress due to the 
fact that the wood did not tend to attract termites and other wood de-
stroying insects. The wood was also known to have the ability to combat 
erosion; hence the main reason why cypress was such a commodity for 
ship builders in general.
Through a somewhat complex process, the trees were felled in the 
swamp, then pushed together to form log rafts, which could be latched 
onto by steam vessels and towed down-stream to the large saw mills for 
actual processing into board feet.

In some cases, as part of this process, private train rail systems were also 
built and used to extract the lumber from the harvest sites and brought 
to the mills. One such company, for example, which was successful in this 
endeavor, was the “The Lyons Cypress Company”, which was responsible 
for establishing the community of Garyville, Louisiana. The Lyon’s Cypress 
Company, like many other timber companies in that era, were known to 
build entire towns for their laborers and executives to live close by the 
milling process. Then once the timber was totally extracted they would 
take apart the town and literally move the resources to another area of 
the country and build yet another community and mill to be used for oth-
er milling purposes. Fortunately, the Garyville, Louisiana operation was 
eventually purchased by another company, which contributed to most of 
the original structures staying in place even today.

Nevertheless, though today most cypress stock in south Louisiana, espe-
cially in the Atchafalaya Basin, is protected to a large degree, the stories 
surrounding the great cypress industry from days gone by still intrigue all 

Chief Deputy Bradley Marr 
Named "Deputy of the 
Quarter"

Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richardson recently selected Chief Detective 
Bradley Marr as “Deputy of the Quarter”. ” I am very pleased to present 
the “Deputy of the Quarter” plaque to Chief Detective Bradley Marr for 
his outstanding service to his community”, said Richardson.  Sheriff Rich-
ardson further stated,  “Bradley is an experienced investigator and goes 
above and beyond in providing guidance to our other detectives and ser-
vicing our communities needs”.  Marr has just recently been tasked with 
coordinating the active shooter drills in each of our schools. Richardson 
and Cheif Deputy John Adair is shown thanking  Bradley for his profes-
sionalism by presenting him with a plaque.
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We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

Staying Hydrated...
(Continued from page 8)

Flavored Waters  Yield: however much you want to make.
Ingredients:
Ice
Water

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Looking for other hydration recipes or fun facts?  Check out the following 
websites:  Today’s Dietitian: www.todaysdietitian.com 
Cleveland Clinic: www.health.clevelandclinic.org
The Academy of Pediatrics: www.aap.org

Disclaimer: The information included in this article should not be used to 
replace personalized professional medical advice.

Add-in options:
 Fruit: fresh or frozen grapes, ber-
ries, pineapple, citrus, etc.
 Vegetables: Cucumber (there 
might be others, but this is the 
only one I’ve tried)
Herbs: mint, lavender, basil, sage, 
rosemary

Instructions:
1. Place your fruit/vegetables/herbs 
in the bottom of your container.
2. Use a long-handled spoon to mud-
dle/smash the ingredients enough 
to release some of the juices – be 
careful not to pulverize.
3. Fill your container up with ice on 
top of your ingredients.
4. Add water to the top and stir with 
your long-handled spoon.
5. Chill for at least 2-3 hours.

St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church Holds 
VBS

Vacation Bible School was recently held at Saint John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Many.  The theme this year was “Roar”, an African adventure.

In The Garden
(Continued from page 4)

We started out just growing four inch annual color. Now we grow six inch, 
one gallon and some two gallon material. Some are annual but many are 
perennial for our area. We have a large hanging basket program as well as 
mixed containers that are ready to be put on the patio or deck.  We grow 
our mums in 12” pots and they are huge. We grow our roses in five gallon 
pots and start them in January from three year old field grown plants. We 
still order in trees and shrubs but we grow 95% of everything else we sell. 
And the good part is because we are classified as “Farmers” we do not 
have to charge sales tax on our crops. That is a 9.95% savings on all that 
we grow.

We give old fashion service and helpful advice that you can’t get just any-
where. We are eager to answer any questions and offer help with land-
scape and container design. We truly want our customers to be success-
ful. If you are not successful, we are not successful.

We have a page on Facebook and encourage our customers to commu-
nicate with us there. Many have posted their questions on Facebook and 
we usually answer within a few hours. What is helpful about this is that 
your question may be something that someone else is wondering about 
but did not think to ask on Facebook.

We would like to have more followers on Facebook. For the month of July, 
if you “like” and “follow”  us on Facebook, we will give you a 10% discount 
on your next purchase. Just show us on your phone that you have “liked” 
and “followed” us and you will automatically get the discount.

Remember, find your happiness where you planted it!
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8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

Rockin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

Robin

Gordon O’Con

Chief of Police

Village of Robeline

Happy 4th of July

Enjoy this special day

and remember to

stay safe

NPDC Inmates Receive 
GED Certificates During 
Graduation Ceremonies

Natchitoches Parish Sheriff Victor Jones and Chief of Corrections Roger 
Henson recently presented five Natchitoches Parish Detention Center in-
mates GED certificates following their completion of educational instruc-
tion during graduation ceremonies at the Natchitoches Parish Detention 
Center according to the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office.

From left to right are:  Roger Henson (Chief of Corrections),  Shannon 
Larche (Captain of Administration),  Sheriff Victor Jones, Kadarious Mitch-
ell,  Deputy Brandon Jackson, Ja’Darrius Wilson, Freddie Lewis, Michael  
Jackson, Arthur Isaac, Monica Jackson (Education Coordinator), Cara 
Stanfield (Education Assistant),  Jarvis Robinson (Education Instructor) 
and Christopher Lejeune (Tutor).

Sheriff Jones, said we are pleased to offer this educational opportunity to 
offenders housed at the Natchitoches Parish Detention Center.

"It's arranged to assist offenders in gaining educational skills, which leads 
to productive and practical work experience and helps them to transition 
back into the community upon release", said Jones.

Chris Abrahams
Candidate for 
Sabine Parish

Sheriff

Happy 
July 4th
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Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear

650 San Antonio Ave.     318-431-1503     Downtown Many 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

#awesomecrawfish
318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials

 Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp
Sat July 6 - Uptown Jazz
Sat July 13-  The Playmates
Sat July 20- The Turn-Ups
Sat July 27- Kevin Maines
 

Jerry Ray Singletary (In Lounge)
 Every Friday Night 6 pm - 9 pm

Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

Wheels & Rims Auto Repair

Below’s Automotive
740 Third Street

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-0947

Marvin Below
Danniell Below

Wheel Mounting
& Balance

Come and be a part of a growing church!
Children and their families are warmly welcomed!

MT. HOREB CHURCH
720 Farm Rd. 1 • San Augustine, TX 75972

(936) 488-9080
PASTORS DAVID & GIA BOYD

LOVE • ACCEPTANCE • FORGIVENESS

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. JOHN 10:10

Sunday School 10:00 AM • Morning Service 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:00 PM

Children’s Church (on Sunday) & Monthly Activities
Monthly Men & Women’s Fellowship Meetings

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek 
to provide the people of this area with news 
and information about the current events and 
happenings in the categories of dining, enter-
tainment, sports and the arts, while providing 
a venue for retail and commercial establish-
ments, as well as local artisans, non-profit and 
service organizations to present themselves to 
the public. We also strive to feature some of 
the rich history and culture this area is partic-
ularly known for. 



Page 13| Around The Town                     July 2019

NEW PROGRAMS AVAILABLE FOR
MEDICARE & MEDICAID RECEIPIENTS

New programs in place for this year can help
you with not only MEDICAID BENEFITS but
also on DENTAL  and VISION.

Plus Two New Life Insurance Companies

Lock in your premium!
Lock in your coverage!

No Health Questions!

I WORK WITH MULTIPLE INSURANCE
COMPANIES AND WILL WORK FOR YOU!

CALL TODAY FOR

A FREE QUOTE:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Walters Family Welcomes 
Kian Josiah

The family of Carl Walters II, CEO of Outpatient Medical Center, is pleased 
to welcome a new addition, Kian Josiah Walters. Kian was born Friday, May 
24 at 12:10 p.m. at Natchitoches Regional Medical Center. He weighed 8 
pounds 3 ounces and because of the professional care provided by Dr. 
Olatinwo, his health center staff and the Natchitoches Regional Medical 
Center OB Team, mom and baby are now resting comfortably at home. 
His parents are Carl and Jennifer Walters and grandparents are Maj. Carl 
and Betty Walters (USAF retired) of Layton, Utah, and Kris and Jim Kallbac-
ka of East Carbon, Utah. His siblings that welcomed him home are Carl I. 
Walters III and Brigettee’ Bette’ Walters.

“My wife and I would like to thank everyone who prayed for a uneventful 
pregnancy and delivery and who were involved in providing outstanding 
medical care for them. We gladly welcome little man into our lives; com-
mitted to raising him to be a soldier for Christ,” said Walters.

The entire staff of Around The Town would like to congratulate the Wal-
ters Family on this precious addition to such a great family.

from the

Natchitoches City
Marshal’s Office
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Upcoming Classes
Natchitoches:

6 hour:
July 6

38 hour:
July 8 - 11
July 22 - 25 

Please call 
318-652-0382 or 318-642-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We have opened our 
new office and classroom at 335 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door to Fish-
er’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up for avail-
able classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org 

Thank you for your business and July God richly bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE 
IN NATCHITOCHES

Retail space in downtown Natchitoches
1816 sq. ft. for rent at 780 Front St., Unit #10

St. Denis Condos
For more information contact

Ronald D. Brandon
318-471-5075

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners

Uncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

Add beauty and value to your home 
with the professional installation of 

seamless aluminum gutters.

Wide Choice

of Colors

Benny Kilgore (318) 471-8997

Josh Kilgore (318) 471-9333

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

We offer gutter cleaning

We are now in business in
Coushatta!!!!!!!!

In addition to the dates given, someone can 
visit www.platinumdrivingschool.org to ob-
tain further information or to sign up. Our 
dates are listed at this website. 

Coushatta: 

6 hour:  
July 20

38 hour:  
July 15 -18

COME SEE OUR
NEW LOBBY!

At                                    we have recently
remodeled our lobby/concession area and we

are very excited about it!
 

Don't worry, we still have the same delicious
popcorn and nachos, plus a new look to give

you a better movie experience! 
 

For more information on movie times and ticket prices, 
visit our website acadianacinemas.com 

or call our movie info line at (318) 352-5109. 

Parkway Cinema 6
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By:  Carl I. Walters II. Chief Executive Officer, Outpatient Medical Center 
Inc.

Dear Parish Families,

Part of truly being there for our community, encompasses Outpatient 
Medical Center Inc.’s goal to continue to diversify our health system ser-
vices to better meet the needs of our valued community families. This 
said, on behalf of our Board of Directors and dedicated system staff, 
please join me in welcoming the following gifted clinicians to our health 
system – eager to take good care of you:

-Dr. Mark Singleton, Family Medicine Physician,
 Natchitoches Health Center
-Margaret Cooper, Licensed Professional Counselor,
 Tallulah Health Center
-Margaret Froemming, Licensed Professional Counselor,
 Leesville Health Center
-Vernon Mills, LAC/CCS/CCDP-D/CCGC,
 Leesville and Natchitoches Health Center

-Amanda Lane, Registered Dental Hygienist, Natchitoches Health Center

-Gary Jones, Physical Therapist, Natchitoches Health Center

-Dr. Oghale Eleyae, Podiatrist, Natchitoches Health Center

-Dr. Tywanna Chisley, Pediatrician, Tallulah Health Center

-Dr. Michael Crawford, General Dentist, Tallulah Health Center

-Antiqualene Johnson, Physician Assistant-Certified (Leesville Health
 Center) will also serve as our system Director, QIQA Services
-Kacey Masters, RN, Director of Nursing/Asst. Director, QIQA Services  

-Nakkia Richard-Clark, Director, Case Management Services

-Christy Walters, Colorectal Cancer Screening Coordinator

Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is now also offering CDL Physicals, ECG 
Services, Spirometry Services, Podiatry Services, Substance Abuse Ser-
vices and Physical Therapy Services (Natchitoches Health Center only at 
this time). We are continuing efforts to grow our Behavioral Health Ser-
vices service-line, as there remains an elevated community need for such 
services.

So if you and/or a family member or friend:

- are struggling with difficult and challenging family dynamics

- are struggling with self-esteem challenges

- are struggling with school bullying issues

- are struggling with anxiety/depression

- are in a verbally, physically, or emotionally abusive relationship and need 
 help coping with these issues

- are struggling with alcohol or substance abuse, and are trying to break 
 free from it

- are struggling with the life challenges that come with becoming a new 
 mother

- have a history of high blood pressure

- have a family history of cancer

- are diabetic and not currently under the care of a primary care provider

- have not been in for a six-month dental screening

- suffer from asthma

- have not been in for your annual medical check up

- have not been in for your regular GYN check-up

I/we encourage you to call us today at: 

Natchitoches Health Center: (318)352-9299

Leesville Health Center: (337)238-1274

Tallulah Health Center: (318)574-1453

for a confidential appointment to help you take of you. Don’t have any 
money to pay for the visit? Not a problem. Because at Outpatient Medical 
Center Inc., it’s not about the money. It’s about you and doing what we 
can to help you take good care of you and your family. We have and will 
continue to be the health system for good hardworking everyday people 
trying to do the best they can with what they have to do it with. As a for-
mer U.S. Naval Officer, one of the things I thoroughly enjoy about working 
at Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is just like in the military; we take care 
of our own – you (smile).

Outpatient Medical Center is your community health center and on be-
half of our Board of Directors and dedicated professional staff, I encour-
age more parish families to choose Outpatient Medical Center Inc. as your 
family’s primary care home. When you can receive outstanding medical 
care (to include Urgent Care) in a personal, professional, culturally-sensi-
tive and cheaper fashion, doesn’t it just make good sense to do so (smile)? 
So pick up that phone to make an appointment with us or just walk-in and 
allow our gifted staff to take good care of you. Because caring for you is 
what we do at Outpatient Medical Center Inc. Be well; be informed; be in 
touch, be healthy and support your community health center.

Keeping You Informed And Healthy
“Because caring for you is what we do.”

Carl I. Walters II.
Chief Executive Officer

Outpatient Medical Center Inc.
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Hope you have a
Happy and Safe

Louie Bernard
Candidate for

Senate District 31

Natchitoches
Parish
Councilman
District 5
Russell Rachal

wishes you and yours
a Happy and Safe

Independence Day - 4th of July

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2019

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

GQ Fashions
hours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm
Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

Adidas & Nike Cleats
Dress Shirts & Vests

Men’s & Boy’s Suits
“If we don’t have what you need 

- we can order it”

Men’s 2 PC 
Suit

with Shirt 
& Tie

$149.99

650 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT
Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, Pasta, Burgers

Something for Everyone!
All-You-Can-Eat
Boiled Shrimp

EVERY 
Friday Night

Live Entertainment
EVERY

Saturday Night

OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Thurs  11 to 9 PM
Fri & Sat  11 to 10 PM

Sun 11 to 4 PM
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Steak ‘n Shake Coming to 
NSU in the Fall

Steak ‘n Shake, home of the Original SteakburgerTM and the restaurant 
industry’s longest established brand in the premium burger and milk-
shake segment, is coming to the Sylvan Friedman Student Union on the 
Northwestern State University Campus for an anticipated fall 2019 open-
ing.

 “All of us at the university look forward to this new partnership that will 
expand dining experiences for the Northwestern family and the commu-
nity and enhance services and conveniences for our students,” said NSU 
President Dr. Chris Maggio. “It is especially gratifying that the university 
is creating an alliance with a company that is so highly esteemed in the 
international restaurant industry. Steak ‘n Shake is widely recognized for 
quality products and excellent customer service, and the new restaurant 
here will be a popular addition to Northwestern and Natchitoches. 

“We are very excited to have this opportunity to bring Steak ‘n Shake to 
Northwestern State University and to continue the growth of our strong 
partnership with Sodexo,” said Tom Murray, Steak ‘n Shake’s Chief Finan-
cial Officer of Franchise Operations. “We look forward to serving NSU and 
the whole Natchitoches community our high quality, delicious steakburg-
ers and hand spun shakes for years to come.”

“This Steak ‘n Shake will be the first brick and mortar store on a campus 
in the state of Louisiana and will be the third new concept we’ve added to 
Northwestern State in four years,” said Vice President of Operations for 
Sodexo Ron Guillory. “Sodexo is committed to partnering with the Uni-
versity to transform dining into an elite program across the campus.”

The Steak ‘n Shake will be located on the first floor of the Student Union 
in the completely newly renovated space on the Northwestern State cam-
pus. The restaurant will be open long hours and on weekends so students 
and the public alike can enjoy the premium burgers and shakes. The lo-
cation will accept student declining balance as well as cash, credit cards 
and SOGO gift cards that are accepted at all Sodexo locations on campus.

Steak ‘n Shake’s focus on quality – including using 100 percent beef with-
out preservatives or artificial ingredients, as well as fresh produce, always 
hand-crafted to order – has created the benchmark for success in the 
better burger category. Center on a food culture designed to provide the 
highest quality burgers, fries and shakes, Steak ‘n Shake sources, slices, 
grinds and provides the freshest and choicest quality ingredients avail-
able for all of its menu options.

To learn more about the menu or to find additional information on Steak 
‘n Shake, visit.www.steaknshake.com.

About Steak ‘n Shake Inc.

Steak ‘n Shake, a classic American brand, serves premium burgers and 
shakes in 600 restaurants across the country and the world. Founded in 
1934 in Normal, Illinois, Steak ‘n Shake is the leader in the “better burg-
er” segment of the restaurant industry, serving hand-crafted, premium 
Steakburgers and hand-scooped milkshakes. Steak ‘n Shake is the recipi-
ent of the Nation’s Restaurant News Golden Chain Award. Zagat has rec-
ognized Steak ‘n Shake as having the No. 1 Milkshake. Steak ‘n Shake Inc. 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of Biglari Holdings Inc.

Five Fantastic Facts about 
our Constitution
THE BILL OF RIGHTS WASN’T ORIGINALLY IN THE CONSTITUTION.

The Constitution and Bill of Rights seem to go together as a package 
when you learn about them in school. However, the Bill of Rights was 
not officially created until 1791. Individual states had concerns about the 
Constitution and its lack of protections for individual rights, so the fram-
ers promised to create amendments that would guarantee these rights. 
However, it wasn’t until 1791, three years after the Constitution was rati-
fied, that the Bill of Rights became official.

THE 1788 CONSTITUTION WAS ESSENTIALLY A BLOODLESS, MUTUALLY 
DESIRED COUP.

Before the constitutional convention was called in 1787, the United States 
functioned as a loose confederation of individual states that weren’t coun-
tries on their own, but that did have a lot of independence. The states 
were governed by Congress, which had the ability to handle international 
dealings and coordinate the states in the event of a foreign invasion. But 
Congress didn’t have much power over the states themselves in terms of 
domestic matters. It couldn’t even force the states to pony up money or 
troops if there actually had been an invasion. The new country was well 
on its way to breaking up into separate, small countries. The constitution-
al convention was meant to create a new type of government that could 
hold the states together.

RHODE ISLAND WAS THREATENED INTO RATIFYING THE NEW CONSTI-
TUTION.

The last of the 13 original colonies and states didn’t ratify the Constitution 
until 1790; in fact, Rhode Island didn’t even send a delegate to the consti-
tutional convention. The state was finally forced to ratify the Constitution 
after the other states threatened to start treating Rhode Island’s exports 
as if they came from a foreign country—in other words, they were going 
to tax the heck out of them if they didn’t ratify.

BEFORE THE NEW CONSTITUTION, THE U.S. DIDN’T HAVE A PRESIDENT.

As mentioned, the Articles of Confederation saw individual states held 
together in a loose alliance by Congress, but there was no president. In 
fact, there was no three-branch system. The Articles had intended to pro-
tect the states against strong central power—they’d had enough of that 
as colonies ruled by Britain—but the power was so decentralized that the 
government didn’t really work that well. The form of government adopt-
ed in the new Constitution called for three branches, with the executive 
branch run by an elected official. In 1789, George Washington became 
that elected official, becoming the first president.

THE NEW CONSTITUTION WASN’T POPULAR AT ALL.

You’d think that after the mess created by the Articles of Confederation, a 
new agreement and government would be welcomed by all. But it wasn’t. 
Smaller states worried about representation and being steamrolled over 
by larger states; larger states wanted their population to count more, 
which alarmed the smaller states; many people were worried about the 
introduction of centralized government, which seemed much too close to 
what the colonial government had been like; and even more were con-
cerned about the lack of guaranteed rights in the new document (which 
is what brought about the Bill of Rights, noted above). While the Con-
stitution did eventually win over the population, it took several amend-
ments to help it along.
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Finest Memorials Since 1965 
Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of  North America

Member American Institute of  Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

EVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken

Manufactured Home Service
35 Years Experience, Licensed and Insured

New Skirting & Home Relevels,
Doubles and Singles

Mark Megason
1869 Allen Beulah Road

Robeline, LA 71469
318-472-6800

JESUS CHRIST STILL SAVES Rom. 10:9-13

The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we 
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 species 
of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kangaroos 
and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy goats and 
baby roos. You never know what you July find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-on” 
with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We offer 
drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the comfort 
of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the petting 
zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!

Mayor
Bobby Behan
and the

Village of Robeline
wish you a happy and safe
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406 Pelican Drive, Pineville, LA 71360
318-730-6705

“Where the Love of God Dwells...”

ORDER OF SERVICES
Intercessory Prayer • Tuesday, 7pm

Bible Study • Thursday, 7pm
Sunday School • 10am

Sunday Worship • 12 Noon

“Come and get your New Start”Pastor
Amos T. Brown

Elect Lady
Carla Brown

Plumbing, llC
O’bannOn

glen O’bannOn, Owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044

New GoNatchitoches App 
Unveiled

Natchitoches Historic District Development Commission (NHDDC) unveils 
the new GoNatchitoches app, a trip planner and community calendar that 
serves as an interactive way to map out everything visitors and residents 
want to see and do in Natchitoches.

Designed with our partners at VisitWidget, this tool provides a new way 
to explore what Natchitoches has to offer, including upcoming events, 
popular attractions, restaurants, oddities, lodging, shops, landmarks and 
much more.  Users can view it all at once or search by categories like At-
tractions, Dining, Arts & Culture, Lodging, and many others.

“We are very proud of this project and feel confident that the GoNatchi-
toches app will not only allow our visitors, but our residents to discov-
er, plan, and enjoy all that Natchitoches has to offer,” remarked NHDDC 
Chairman Van Erikson.

See a festival you don’t want to miss? Click “Add” and the event will be 
added to your plan and you’ll be sent a reminder.

That restaurant everyone keeps telling you about? Click “Add” and you 
won’t forget to try it.

Want to invite some friends? Share your plan with them via social media, 
email or SMS text message.

No need to waste time or another sheet of paper. With this planner, Go-
Natchitoches can help you get organized and maximize your time, so you 
can have more fun in Natchitoches.

Already on your way to Natchitoches or live here? Download the app for 
your iPhone or Android and take your plan with you! Just type “GoNatchi-
toches” in the search box of your app store.

The “GoNatchitoches” project is a coalition between the Natchitoches 
Historic District Development Commission, the City of Natchitoches, 
Cane River National Heritage Area, Northwestern State University, the 
Natchitoches Parish Tourism Commission, the Natchitoches Historic Dis-
trict Business Association, the Natchitoches Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts.

WHY ADVERTISE IN
AROUND THE TOWN?
We offer more coverage at lower cost

than any other area media!

Contact Tommy O’Con
and set up an appointment to learn more!

(318) 471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com
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Magnolia Lace Boutique

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Come Tan With Us
Best Tanning Bed Around

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

5 Sessions • $15
10 Sessions • $30

Unlimited Sessions • $45/mo.

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales Manager

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, Hamilton

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS

Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney C. Abington
rodNeY@aaPestsolutioNs.com

141 Cassidy Lane
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)
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HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY - 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

The Fourth of July – also known as Independence Day or July 4th – has 
been a federal holiday in the United States since 1941, but the tradition 
of Independence Day celebrations goes back to the 18th century and the 
American Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, the Continental Congress vot-
ed in favor of independence, and two days later delegates from the 13 
colonies adopted the Declaration of Independence, a historic document 
drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, July 4th has 
been celebrated as the birth of American independence, with festivities 
ranging from fireworks, parades and concerts to more casual family gath-
erings and barbecues.

A History of Independence Day

When the initial battles in the Revolutionary War broke out in April 1775, 
few colonists desired complete independence from Great Britain, and 
those who did were considered radical.

By the middle of the following year, however, many more colonists had 
come to favor independence, thanks to growing hostility against Britain 
and the spread of revolutionary sentiments such as those expressed in 
the bestselling pamphlet “Common Sense,” published by Thomas Paine 
in early 1776.
On June 7, when the Continental Congress met at the Pennsylvania State 
House (later Independence Hall) in Philadelphia, the Virginia delegate 
Richard Henry Lee introduced a motion calling for the colonies’ indepen-
dence.

Amid heated debate, Congress postponed the vote on Lee’s resolution, 
but appointed a five-man committee – including Thomas Jefferson of Vir-
ginia, John Adams of Massachusetts, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Ben-
jamin Franklin of Pennsylvania and Robert R. Livingston of New York – to 
draft a formal statement justifying the break with Great Britain.

Did you know? John Adams believed that July 2nd was the correct date 
on which to celebrate the birth of American independence, and would 
reportedly turn down invitations to appear at July 4th events in protest. 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson both died on July 4, 1826—the 50th anni-
versary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence.
On July 2nd, the Continental Congress voted in favor of Lee’s resolution 
for independence in a near-unanimous vote (the New York delegation ab-
stained, but later voted affirmatively). On that day, John Adams wrote to 
his wife Abigail that July 2 “will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, 
as the great anniversary Festival” and that the celebration should include 
“Pomp and Parade…Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illumina-
tions from one End of this Continent to the other.”

On July 4th, the Continental Congress formally adopted the Declaration 
of Independence, which had been written largely by Jefferson. Though 
the vote for actual independence took place on July 2nd, from then on 
the 4th became the day that was celebrated as the birth of American 
independence.

Early Fourth of July Celebrations

In the pre-Revolutionary years, colonists had held annual celebrations 
of the king’s birthday, which traditionally included the ringing of bells, 
bonfires, processions and speechmaking. By contrast, during the summer 
of 1776 some colonists celebrated the birth of independence by holding 
mock funerals for King George III, as a way of symbolizing the end of the 
monarchy’s hold on America and the triumph of liberty.

Festivities including concerts, bonfires, parades and the firing of cannons 
and muskets usually accompanied the first public readings of the Decla-
ration of Independence, beginning immediately after its adoption. Phila-
delphia held the first annual commemoration of independence on July 4, 
1777, while Congress was still occupied with the ongoing war.

George Washington issued double rations of rum to all his soldiers to mark 
the anniversary of independence in 1778, and in 1781, several months 
before the key American victory at Yorktown, Massachusetts became the 
first state to make July 4th an official state holiday.

After the Revolutionary War, Americans continued to commemorate In-
dependence Day every year, in celebrations that allowed the new nation’s 
emerging political leaders to address citizens and create a feeling of unity. 
By the last decade of the 18th century, the two major political parties – 
the Federalist Party and Democratic-Republicans – that had arisen began 
holding separate Fourth of July celebrations in many large cities.

Fourth of July Becomes a Federal Holiday

The tradition of patriotic celebration became even more widespread af-
ter the War of 1812, in which the United States again faced Great Britain. 
In 1870, the U.S. Congress made July 4th a federal holiday; in 1941, the 
provision was expanded to grant a paid holiday to all federal employees.
Over the years, the political importance of the holiday would decline, but 
Independence Day remained an important national holiday and a symbol 
of patriotism.

Falling in mid-summer, the Fourth of July has since the late 19th century 
become a major focus of leisure activities and a common occasion for 
family get-togethers, often involving fireworks and outdoor barbecues. 
The most common symbol of the holiday is the American flag, and a com-
mon musical accompaniment is “The Star-Spangled Banner,” the national 
anthem of the United States.

Have a
Happy & Safe

4th of July

from

Ronny Richardson
Sabine Parish Sheriff,

Deputies and Staff
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COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • 

Seafood • Steak Fingers • Hand Battered 
Onion Rings • Livers • Breast Filets • 

Much, Much More

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm

Call In Orders 
To Go

256-3953

105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

THE INK SPOT
510 university Parkway

natChitOChes, la 71457

beCky Or larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

Banned By ESPN
by Junior Johnson 

In 1996 I created a game that is called “Card 
League Football” and my dear friend Charlie Tolar 
was kind enough to endorse it for me.

We had wonderful times together going to Card 
and Sports Shows, several of which were held in 
the old Astrodome in Houston.  Charlie was, and 
still is loved by Houstonians even after his death 
from Cancer many years ago.

He told me that his dearest achievement 
from his career was being elected to the 
Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame.   He said that 
even gave him more joy, although he was ex-
tremely appreciative, than being selected to 
the Houston Oiler 40th Anniversary Dream 
Team.

He was a wonderful man and friend, and 
fought Cancer the same way he fought on 
the football field for our Northwestern State 
Demons and the Houston Oilers.

There was one honor from his playing days that he was proud of, and that 
was that Charlie Tolar was the first 1000 yard rusher in the old American 
Football League.

In his final days Charlie knew that he was not going to survive this chal-
lenge, and was at peace with that.

As Charlie lay in his hospital bed in Houston, I took it upon myself to con-
tact the sports network ESPN about doing an interview with him.

All correspondence was via e-mail and it took a lot to get to the right peo-
ple to conduct such an interview.  I began to get a lot of runaround and 
told them this was a time sensitive matter.  To no avail.

As they kept putting me off, and my e-mails began to get a bit more col-
orful even by my normal standards, until one day I received a phone call 
telling me to NOT CONTACT ESPN any more in any form or fashion.

They never interviewed Charlie, and I never told him of my attempts at an 
interview.  I knew the words he would have used had I told him.

I am Blessed to have been invited back to this year’s Folk Festival that will 
be held in the beautiful Prather Coliseum July 26th and 27th.  I will be 
meeting and greeting and promoting my Books.

As part of the Festival there will be a Silent Auction and I plan to donate 
10 copies of the picture of Charlie in this article.  A portion of their pro-
ceeds will be given to the Charlie Tolar Scholarship Fund.

Oh, and it’s been over 15 years since I was BANNED from ESPN.  Just for 
fun I sent them an e-mail using the same one that I have always had and 
used back then.  It was RETURNED.

I know Charlie is laughing in Heaven about that.
God Bless you Charlie Tolar….a Wonderful Man & Friend.
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Magnolia Lace Boutique
where every lady leaves feeling like a southern belle!

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-
       attach 6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

2348 Natchitoches Hwy
Many LA  

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

REDUCED TO $269,000.
4 BD 3 BA, 2,800 sq ft+/-

on 1.71 ac +/-, near Many  
Schools, Home is all new inside
Ronald D.Branon - Listing Agent

318-471-5075  

318.256.6410
318-256-0775

Lee Lee’s
Children’s

Boutique
Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

1013 N. Main St., Zwolle, LA

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

Indoor Shopping
VENDORS WELCOME

CALL 409-625-1606

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT   LOCATION   FOR
 GARAGE   SALES

FRIDAY -  SUNDAY • 9  to  5

Southern Belle
HAIR SALON

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318) 352-8650
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

Sabine Parish Clerk of 
Court Executes Master 
Electronic Filing
Agreement 

The Sabine Parish Clerk of Court, together with the Louisiana Clerks of 
Court Remote Access Authority and Tyler Technologies, Inc. announce 
that they have executed a Master Electronic Filing Agreement. 

This agreement is a cooperative agreement between these agencies to 
facilitate electronic filing of documents in civil, probate and criminal mat-
ters. 

Once the service is implemented, customers will be able to submit their 
filings in a fashion similar to eRecording. Sabine Parish implemented eRe-
cording in 2016 and it is greatly utilized and becoming more popular. 

Customers or users of the eFiling service will register and obtain a secure 
login.  Filings and fees will be delivered electronically to the Clerk. We be-
lieve our customers will enjoy the benefits from eFiling. In many cases, it 
will cut out mail time, postage or special courier costs and eliminate the 
necessity to fax file documents. eFiling will provide a more economical 
means to quickly file suits and pleadings with the court. 

We hope many of our current customers will be interested in this service.  
Please stay tuned for future announcements.
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Consignment
New and Pre-Owned 

Furniture
Antique • Collectibles

Dining Tables
Bedroom Furniture

Home Decor
(12 months same as cash, with approved credit)

Shipping available on certain items.

STORE HOURS
10 to 6 Weekdays
10 to 4 Saturday
Closed Sunday

NAME BRANDS
Ashley, Drexel,
Thomasville &

Freedom

129 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

(Next to Taco Bell)

318-238-4600
Online Shopping at 

www.hometownconsignment.com

Photos of the Month
Around The Town selected these photos of old historical homes located in Robeline, Louisiana..These homes 

add much charm and beauty to the Robeline community..

The old Cook Home now owned by John and 
Paula Jarvis

The Old Winn Home located on Highway 6 West 
of Robeline

The Old Williams home place now owned by 
ATT Publisher Tommy O'Con

The old Tom Elkins home now owned by Betty 
Milner

The Old Robeline Methodist Church which is 
on the National Register of Historical Places
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Black History Brief: The 
strange connection
between Ancient Israel, 
African Americans and 
America
by Edwin Crayton

History repeats itself. That is a lesson we are 
taught in school and time after time it has prov-
en to be true. In the case I am referring to, An-
cient Israel’s history is being repeated by Afri-
can Americans and the United States in general.  
However, you have to grab a Bible to get the point.  In the Old Testa-
ment books of the Bible, Ancient Israel is depicted as God’s chosen peo-
ple.  He freed them from their captors, blessed them and exalted them 
among nations until they rebelled against his commands. Then they went 
through periods of curses and decline. My point in short is that Ancient 
Israel’s history is very similar to that of the history of African Americans 
and America itself. Here are some reasons I am making such a statement:
1) God freed the Ancient Jewish people of Israel from their cruel Egyptian 
masters (Book of Exodus). Although it took a bloody Civil War, God also 
freed African Americans from their white slave masters.  And he freed 
American Revolutionaries from British oppressors.

2) After freeing the Ancient Jews, God prepared a promised land---Ca-
naan Land for them to live in. After freeing African Americans, God pre-
pared a promised land of opportunities, removing restrictive laws of Jim 
Crow Segregation so they could thrive economically, educationally, intel-
lectually, socially and spiritually. After freeing America from Britian in the 
18th Century, God blessed the new nation to expand westward and thrive 
globally.

3) Ancient Israel became a feared, respected nation.  It was exalted among 
countries of its day.  African Americans after segregation gained new op-
portunities and new respect. They rose to top positions in government 
and business as well as other fields, including entertainment and sports.  
After being freed from British rule, America became a respected world 
power. It later fought and helped win two World Wars in a single century 
in order to save the world from tyranny.  Immigrants flocked here seeking 
freedom and opportunities they found almost no other place on earth.

4) Despite his blessings, Israel began to take God’s goodness for granted 
and then even began to ignore his commands. They worshipped idols, 
angering God. African Americans embraced God, even in slavery and for 
generations praised him and gave him the credit for their freedom. Yet 
after the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. Many African 
Americans like the Ancient Jews, began to forget their benevolent God 
and like the rest of the nation, some began to question his goodness and 
even doubt his existence. Many began to leave the Christian faith for 
black supremacy cult religions like the Muslims.  After World War II, flush 
with prosperity, some American Christians began to practice a lukewarm 
form of religion. Their children took it further and began to even question 
God’s existence or/and depart from his guidance. In the 1960’s a popular 
poster read “God is dead”. Sexual freedom and alternative lifestyles be-
gan to crop up. No doubt, God was not pleased with this. In Deuteronomy 
Chapter 28 he had warned Israel that he would bless the people if they 
obeyed him, but punish them if they disobeyed his commands. That set 
of instructions, in fact, applies to all generations of his followers, from 
Jews to Modern Christians.

5) Ancient Israel’s disobedience to God led to its downfall. God had been 
patient and forgiving, but Israel abused the relationship by sinning con-
stantly. Like a cheating husband or wife, Israel began a sad cycle of dis-
obeying God, repenting and asking him to forgive them. Then when he 
did and after he blessed them again, they would return to sinning against 
him and again he would punish them.  Many African American Christians 
have noted a similar pattern among blacks who attend churches or who 
claim to be Christians. Beginning in the 1960’s, in black churches, sinful 
lifestyles began to appear. Some members began living together without 
bothering to get married---the sin of fornication (1 Corinthians Chapter 
6). The sin of homosexuality became more accepted (Leviticus 18:22). 
Some who said they were Christians, even openly began to support the 
sin of abortion. In the 1980’s and 90’s, young black church attendees be-
gan to listen to Hip Hop and rap, which pushed profanity, disrespectful 

dress and attitudes, violence and easy sex. Across America young blacks 
and youth of other races ate it up.  The sad fact is many of these kids still 
claimed to be Christians, yet seemed to have no concept of what that 
really means morally. In America the pattern just described became true 
of many Christians of other races. Again, God was not and is not pleased 
and the consequences of these sins are showing up. Today, for instance 
fornication has led to an increase in broken homes. A black child today 
has a 66% chance of being raised in a single parent home according to 
kidscount.org.

6) God sent his prophets to warn the people of Israel to turn around. In 
2 Chronicles 7:14 God promises, if his people would turn from their sins 
and seek his face, he would heal their nation. But the people still rebelled 
and sometimes even killed the prophets.  God sent spiritual leaders to 
Black America to remind the people that he was the one who had freed 
them. But the rise in black pride movements made it hard for people to 
hear that message and give credit to God and seek him only.  Alternative 
black themed religions continue to distort the true Christian message.  
Some Americans also ignore and ridicule Christians who promote pro-life, 
pro-God ideals. Newer laws reflect the declining influence of the Bible 
on American morality. References to God are being removed from many 
public areas. The sin of abortion is being allowed later in pregnancies. 
The sin of homosexuality (Leviticus 18:22, and 1 Corinthians 6:9-11), has 
gained false legitimacy when gay marriage is made the law of the land.

7) God finally destroyed the nation of Israel, sending them into captivity.  
African Americans are experiencing material success in general, but the 
family and the community are becoming weaker. In earlier generations, 
African Americans were a people who went to church in strong num-
bers. Today fewer and fewer African Americans attend. There are fewer 
fathers in the homes. Many blacks ignore the Bible’s commands on how 
to live. The sins of fornication, homosexuality and abortion are becoming 
more accepted by younger African Americans. And frankly, this is true 
of Americans in general. Like Ancient Israel, there is a price to pay for 
this. As in the case of the disobedient people of Ancient Israel, disobe-
dient America’s power and influence are on the decline as competitive 
nations like China begin to grow more powerful and also began to own 
more and more of the U.S.  Is this a subtle form of captivity? Will China 
or another equally hostile, non-believing nation become America’s mas-
ter as Egypt was for Ancient Israel? The elements are in place. And yet, 
Americans continue to remove God from public life and as they do, the 
nation’s power worldwide keeps slipping. How can “God bless America” 
if America does not believe in him or listen to him in the first place? How 
long will it be before Black America and the entire nation of America in 
general experiences the wrath of God as Ancient Israel did? Malachi 3:6 
says God does not change. His values do not change even if ours do. God 
does not change with the times and cannot be persuaded to accept our 
new ideas and lifestyles even if the whole world submits to them. He is 
always pure and righteous---he is always good. And he cannot and will 
not associate with evil. Because he is righteous, he must punish wrong 
and reward good. To obtain his blessings, we too, must humble ourselves 
and obey him as he required Ancient Israel to. If we refuse to, there will 
be no America to bless.

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”
---2 Chronicles 7:14 (New International Version)

Local shout outs:
Support the Natchitoches Coalition on Homelessness as they serve the 
homeless in Natchitoches. Call 313-296-3128

Natchitoches Community Improvement Foundation has five board seats 
available. This community foundation gives grants and scholarships. To 
nominate anyone who is 21 or older, lives in Natchitoches and who has no 
felony convictions, have your church or group send nominations to NCIF, 
P.O. Box 606, Natchitoches, LA 71458. Next public meeting is Tuesday, 
July 9, 7pm at 1st Baptist Amulet.

22:6 Youth Program Basketball Bible Study at Martin Luther King Jr. Rec-
reation Center. Wednesday, July 24, 4 to 5:30pm, Call 1-318-623-2466 to 
sign a child up.
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318-471-6948   aroundthetownla@aol.com
DISTRIBUTED MONTHLY AT 160+ LOCATIONS

ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR!
10,000 FREE PRINT EDITION DISTRIBUTED EACH MONTH

FREE ONLINE EDITION UPLOADED ON THE FIRST OF EACH MONTH

BUSINESS REVIEW SIZE
4.5” W X 2” H

$60 FOR ONE MONTH
$40/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/8 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 4”H

$80 FOR ONE MONTH
$60/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/4 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 8”H

$180 FOR ONE MONTH
$150/MONTH W/12 MONTH

CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/2 PAGE SIZE
HORIZONTAL • 10”W X 8”H

VERTICAL • 5”W X 16”H 
$300 FOR ONE MONTH

$250/MONTH W/12 MONTH
CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

FULL PAGE SIZE
10“W X 16”H

$575 FOR ONE MONTH
$450/MONTH W/12 MONTH

CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

Natchitoches Parish - Sabine Parish - Vernon Parish

ADVERTISE!
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Louisiana Stay-Cation - 
Monroe/West Monroe
by Patricia Mouton

Monroe, originally called Fort Miro, is a city in 
Ouachita Parish.  After the Louisiana Purchase, 
Ouachita Parish was established and was named 
for the Ouachita Indians, who settled the area 
somewhere in the 1300s.  The City of Monroe 
was established in 1845.  Its amazing history lives 
deep in the soul of the city.  Exploring the city and 
its history will fill your days with wonder.   Did I 
say city?  There are, actually, two cities: Monroe 
and West Monroe with the Ouachita River diving the two.  For the locals, 
there is a difference, but for us as visitors, we get the best of the twin 
cities together; a two for one.  How exciting is that!

Coca-Cola is a name recognized around the world.  I remember my first 
bottle of Coca-Cola.  Sweet refreshing goodness in a bottle. At first the 
Coca-Cola drink was sold as a foundation drink, when it was developed by 
the chemist John Pemberton.  At Jacob’s Pharmacy in Atlanta, customers 
were asked to sample it on that day and it was the start of a world-fa-
mous drink.  It was Joseph Biedenharn, however, who realized that the 
delicious soda-fountain drink could be so much more. He setup the first 
ever Coca-Cola bottling plant that put Coca-Cola in the hands of every-
one. The Biedenharn Museum and Gardens pays tribute to this legacy.  It 
is the former home of Joseph Biedenharn and his family.  The home was 
decorated by Joseph’s daughter Emy-Lou (Emma Louise), who was an ac-
complished opera singer.  He built the gardens behind the house for his 
daughter, to remind her of Europe, where she studied music.  He named 
it ElSong (Emy’s Song). Take a walk around and enjoy the amazing memo-
rabilia, the tranquility and beauty of the gardens filled with statues, foun-
dations and flowers, and wander through the bible museum that houses 
some of the most priceless bibles in the world.   I say definitely put this 
on your ‘must-see’ list. Did you know, it was his bookkeeper that named it 
Coca-Cola.  He wrote it out in his handwriting and that is still used as the 
logo for Coca-Cola today.

Another big-name Monroe is known for is Delta Airlines.  It is the birth-
place of Delta Airlines and was the headquarters until 1998.  Interesting 
enough, Delta started out as a crop dusting company.  Something you 
might not know of Monroe, during WWII era, had the largest navigation 
school, training over 15,000.  One other claim Monroe has, and that is 
the leader of the renowned Fighter Tigers, General Chennault, hails from 
Monroe.  The history behind each of three is captured in the extensive 
collections of the Chennault Aviation & Military Museum of Louisiana.  
The exhibits are staged in the renovated buildings from the WEII Selman 
Army Airfield Navigation School. The museum features the collections in 
elaborate settings with fascinating stories, pictures, uniforms, weaponry, 
and much more, so everyone can enjoy a little piece of Louisiana and part 
it played in the world’s history.  As you walk through, you are capture by 
the tales that give us insight into their past.  Be sure to explore the many 
aircrafts and vehicles outside.

If you want to try something different or just want a break from muse-
ums, stop by Uncle Robert’s Orchard, especially in the Fall.  Who doesn’t 
love a hayride on a cover wagon to welcome Fall.  There are oodles of fun 
and play opportunities for the kids.  Picnic areas for the family, so don’t 
forget to pack the hotdogs.  They even offer a Lady’s Night out, where 
it’s the ladies (Moms) time to enjoy the hay ride, bonfires and making 
smores. 

Maybe a little more into nature, is what you are hoping for?  Check out 
Black Bayou Lake National Wildlife Refuge. They have everything from 
hunting, fishing, hiking and nature watching.  Whether you join the sea-
sonal hunt, or fish from dawn to dusk or take a leisure stroll along the 
walkways watching wildlife, you are sure to have an amazing day.  It’s a 
great place to bird watch, seeing how many of various species that live in 
the area you see during your visit. 

If you are a camera buff/photographer at heart, Black Bayou Lake Wild-
life Refuge is a great place to go.  You can get some good shots from the 
wildlife pier.   Alligators or cranes, deer in the field or a bald eagle flying 
overhead, or maybe a beautiful sunset – what will be your perfect photo. 
The refuge has photo blind setup during spring/fall for water fowl pho-
tographers.  Photography is so popular, the Refuge Visitor Center holds a 

yearly photo contest. Feeling adventurous, rent a kayak or a canoe, and 
see nature from Black Bayou Lake.  There are canoe trails and in some 
areas, you can kayak between the trees for a closer look.  Just follow signs 
and respect nature and the wildlife along the way.  Even more adventur-
ous, take the guided full moon night nature tour.  How fun is a nature walk 
during a full moon. Seeing the glow of the animals rustling around as you 
walk by.  It is almost like a spooky ghost tour, but with animals. 

 Or how about Kiroli Park.  It’s a beautiful wooded park with hiking trails, 
suspension bridge, covered bridge and observation tower.  If you are one 
who doesn’t go anywhere without your fishing pole, there are places for 
you to drop a line in and sit back and enjoy a little fishing therapy.  The 
dog park is a great place to bring your fur family.

I like exploring country roads, and if I come upon a lane that looks prom-
ising, I turn to see what there is to see.  If you find you are out and about 
enjoying the beautiful hills of north Louisiana, you might want to check 
out the Landry Vineyard.  They are open 6 days a week, but it is Saturday 
where you get to tour the vineyards, cellar, winery and crush pad.  

Want to spend an afternoon away from museums and nature?  How about 
a little shopping?  Called a shopaholic’s delight by Southern Living, head 
over to Antique Alley to check out what Southern Living is raving about.   
Store after store of happiness for the antique lover. Want stores with lat-
est trend? There is Pecanland Mall, full of great and popular stores to 
satisfy everyone.  Shopping just isn’t it for you?  There are several places 
just to have some fun family time.  Places like Bayou Bowl.  Seriously, who 
doesn’t like bowling.  Even the little ones love pushing the ball down the 
lanes.  Or how about an escape room or a round or two of mini-golf, laser 
tag or go-karts at Escape Room and Excalibur Fun.

Whatever your hopes are when you visit Monroe/West Monroe, remem-
ber you will find good food, good times and good ole Southern hospitality.

To find out more about traveling our beautiful 
state, please visit

www.louisianatravel.com
Louisiana

Home



A Cajun Café Mystery
by Patricia Mouton

“Comment ca va?” --- “Ca va bien, et toi?” 
“Oh, just Peachy,” Came the reply as Sam 
and Paul claim a stool at the counter.

They say that same greeting of ‘how’s it 
going / fine and you’ every day when they 
meet here for breakfast.  

She smiles at them.  She’s happy to be 
home. After her Mother’s fatal accident 10 years ago, Sally jumped at 
the job offer from the big-city newspaper and a chance to get away from 
the town that held so many memories of their mother. Her mother had 
been such a happy, high-on-life person.  Her mother with her Sister (Aunt 
Teresa) and her Mom (Grandmother) had just opened the Cajun Café.  
Two months ago, after hearing Aunt Teresa fell and broke her hip,  Sally 
decided she was ready to move home. Now, here she was, helping-out in 
the family café.  Luck would have it, the publisher of the local newspaper 
was in the café on her first day working, and hired her on the spot as the 
bi-weekly and special-event columnist.  There was a lot to smile about.

Sally heads over and greet Paul and Sam.  “Veux du café?”  She holds up 
the coffee pot as she asks if they want coffee? --- “Bien sur” (for sure), 
answers Sam as he turns his coffee cup over. --- “Yep” came from Paul.  
He had used up all the French words he knew with the greeting. He adds, 
“and bring on the sugar and cream,” He says as he too turns over his cof-
fee cup.  Paul was a transplant to the area, but he fits right in, except that 
he likes cream and sugar in his coffee, where most around here like their 
coffee black.   

The next morning, Sally gets to the Café to open and setup for the day.  
Her Grandmother, who usually opens every morning, had bloodwork 
schedule at her doctors for 7am, so, Sally had volunteered to open the 
Café.  

Reaching out to insert the key in the deadbolt, she realizes the backdoor 
wasn’t locked.  Colleen closed last night, had she forgot to lock up prop-
erly?  Sally pushes the door open, flips on the lights, and barely has time 
to register the flour scattered all over the floor, before a yellow and white 
cat jumps down from a shelf to her right and streaks pass her, making 
Sally jump back with a shriek.  “You darn cat! You scared me!” She takes a 
moment to get her breathing under control.  Her heart beats calmer now, 
she glances back at the kitchen, “and look what you’ve done! Darn cat!” 
calling out into the early morning.  The cat long gone.   

She steps in and drops everything on the nearest counter.  Time to clear 
up the mess. On closer inspection, there is writing in the flour scattered 
on the floor. It read – ‘Give it back’.  --- “Now, that cat didn’t do that.”  She 
was looking so intensely at the mess, that the jiggling of keys behind her 
gives Sally another heart pounding scare.  If this keeps up, she won’t need 
to do aerobics for a week.    

“Grandma, you scared me!” Sally exclaims. --- Paying her no mind, “Non.  
Pas encore!” her Grandmother tisks looking at the mess on the floor. Her 
Grandmother seems to turn to French when she’s frustrated. --- Surprised 
at this reaction, “Not again? You mean, this has happened before?” Sally 
quizzes her. --- “Oui. A couple of times.”  --- “We need to call the cops.” 
Sally reaches for her cellphone. --- “Non!” Her Grandmother waves her 
hand as to wipe away the thought and moves around the room proceed-
ing with her morning ritual of getting the day started. --- And that was 
that.  Her Grandmother says non, it’s no. However, before sweeping it up, 
Sally takes a photo with her phone.  

Sliding the phone into her back pocket intending to inspect the photo 
later, Sally addresses her Grandmother, “I thought you were going to rest 
and then go to your doctor’s before coming in?” --- “I couldn’t sleep any 
longer.  I tried.” --- Sally understood, this was her Grandmother’s passion. 
Jack was the short-order cook for anyone who wanted a hamburger or 
grill cheese sandwich, but the biscuits and the daily special dish was her 
Grandmother’s creation. 

After the lunch rush, Sally sits with her Grandmother and Colleen for a 
well-deserved cup of coffee.  Sally pulls out the photo.  “Okay, this has to 
have a meaning.”  

Page 28| Around The Town                     July 2019
Fiction-Ally Her Grandmother tisk at the photo.  “Come on Grandma.  Let’s see what 

we can come up with.  How many times has this happen?”  --- Her Grand-
mother looks at Colleen and sigh.  “It’s happened 3 times now.  Wednes-
day, Saturday, and this morning.”  --- Colleen pipes in, “I came in late those 
mornings, so it isn’t me.” --- Grandmother was quick to say, “but you are 
the one who closed and locked up the night before.  Are you sure you 
lock the back door every time?” --- “Are you saying this is my fault?!”  --- 
Grandmother held up her hands, “Colleen, this isn’t about blame.  Are 
you sure you locked the back door? It’s a yes or no question.” --- “Yes, 
I’m sure. At least, I’m pretty sure.” Colleen seemed to doubt herself a 
moment.  

“So, there is flour scattered each time, right?”  ---  Her Grandmother nods 
a confirmation. --- “Flour could mean … it something to do with food you 
use the flour in.” That didn’t make sense. Sally was quiet for a long mo-
ment, “Unless, it stands for flower.  Did either of you get flowers?  And 
maybe, I don’t know, sent them back?” Both shake their heads no.  --- 
With a whisper “I wish” from Colleen. 

Then a thought occurred to Sally, “What about jewelry? Maybe a pin or 
necklace in the shape of a flower.  Maybe something someone dropped.”  
Colleen started to shake her head no, but then remembers, “I found a 
brooch on the floor last Tuesday. I put it in the lost and found box.”
Sally checks. “It’s not here.” --- Colleen snaps her fingers, “That’s right, 
Susan was feeling down, so I gave it to her.” --- “Colleen!”  ---  Colleen 
looks at her Grandmother, “what?” --- “You need to call Susan to bring the 
brooch back here,” her Grandmother demands.

The next morning, “What’s that for?” her Grandmother questions, when 
Sally steps down off the ladder.  “That little camera is going to be our eyes.  
I had it at my apartment.  I almost left it when I packed up to move here.”  
Now all they needed was the brooch, just then in walks Susan wearing a 
big smile and the brooch on her left lapel. Sally turns and looks Colleen in 
the eyes, “you need to get it back.” 

Later, Sally picks up the brooch out 
of the drawer and pins it to the bul-
letin board.  ---  Grandmother asks, 
“What are you doing?”  ---  Smiling, 
Sally explains, “I am drawing the 
culprit out. And that little thing,” 
she points to the camera, “will let 
us know who he is.”

After a busier than usual lunch 
rush, Sally takes a deep breath and drops in a chair next to her Grand-
mother.  --- “It’s gone!” came from Colleen.  Everyone turns to see the 
brooch was gone from the board. --- Sally quickly pulls up the recording 
from the security camera and they all stare at the screen in disbelief.

“Rose?!  It was Rose?” Grandmother says with hurt and disbelief in her 
voice.  --- “Why would she break-in and mess up your kitchen? Why not 
talk to you?” --- “Why, indeed,” she muses.

Sally and her Grandmother decides it’s time for the whole truth.  They left 
a reluctant Colleen in charge, as they made their way to Ms. Rose’s house. 
The minute Rose sees them, “I’m so sorry Elenore.”  The sincere of her 
words showed on her face. “I thought you were keeping my brooch Hen-
ry gave me, because you were mad that he married me instead of you.” 
--- Elenore replies with, “We are best friends.  My Frank was my perfect 
match. Henry was yours. I didn’t know the missing brooch was yours or I 
would have personally returned.”

Rose turns her head and tries to cover wiping away the tears with a little 
cough. --- Elenore pauses a beat, but still she needs to know.  “How did 
you get into my café?” --- Rose confesses, “remember last summer when 
Mary couldn’t clean for 2 weeks and I filled in.  I still have a key.  I figured 
if you ever needed me to help, I’d already have a key.” 

“Can I offer you some tea?” Rose ask with a hopeful look. --- To Sally’s 
surprise her Grandmother said “yes, we would”.  Her Grandmother leans 
over and says, “You know I hate tea and Rose makes the most god-awful 
tea, but her tea cakes she serves with it, are to die for.  I’ve asked her like 
100 times to share the recipe.  This might be a good time to ask again,” 
she says with a wink and a smile.
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Let’s Sudoku!

Road

CROSSWORD

Trip
King George Revere American
Revolutionary Taxes Franklin 
British  Partiot Yorktown

A Tiny Revolutionary 
Word Search

Unscramble The 4th
Unscramble the words, then use the highlighted 

letters to write out the scrambled secret message.
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552

S
H
O
P

L
O
C
A
L
L
Y

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

Mon-Sat • 81m-10pm
Sun • 8am-2pm

Terry & Pam Tedder
Owners (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER
LeChic Salon/Barber

99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA
318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by Rick Zelle

From the World’s Most Beautiful
and Expensive Woods

604 Keyser Avenue
Natchitoches, LA 71457 318-354-7772

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 

3285 Old Sabine Town Rd., Hemphill, TX 75948 

Dine-In & Catering Available 
Charles & Barbara Weaver (Owners) 

Larry Weaver (Manager) 

THE INK SPOT
510 university Parkway

natChitOChes, la 71457

beCky Or larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

Make a Difference

Adopt a Pet

Spay and Neuter

AUTO GLASS REPLACEMENT & REPAIR

P & J Embroidery & Monogramming

604 Keyser Ave., Natchitoches, LA

(318) 354-7772

M a i n  S t r e e t
B a r b e r  a n d  B e a u t y

Haircuts $12 
Deep Tissue Massage for Chronic Pain

(30 min. or 1 hour available)

560 W. Main Street, Many, LA 71449

For appointments call 318-256-5791

Robbin Meshell, LMT #LA3698, Barber & Cosmetologist
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST
Alexandria Student Named 
to Natchitoches
Intercollegiate Band 
Northwestern State University 
student Dean Mayeux of Alexan-
dria has been selected to perform 
with the 2019 National Intercolle-
giate Band this month in Stillwa-
ter, Oklahoma.

Mayeux, a music education ma-
jor, has been sousaphone section 
leader in the Spirit of Northwest-
ern Marching Band for the past 
two seasons. He is a member of 
Kappa Kappa Psi and Phi Mu Al-
pha Sinfonia.

According to Mayeux, the audition process involved recording two differ-
ent pieces, one technical and one lyrical to submit to the audition web-
site. The audition material was submitted in February.

“I’m hoping this opportunity will benefit me by giving me the chance to 
work with a world-class conductor, Jerry Junkin, premiere a new work for 
the band, and to perform with brothers, sisters and other musicians from 
across the nation,” said Mayeux.

The band is sponsored by Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma, honorary 
service organizations whose purposes include serving college and univer-
sity band programs through service projects, fundraisers, social events 
and other projects as needed. Rehearsals will be July 14-16 in at Oklaho-
ma State University in Stillwater, Oklahoma, with a performance on July 
16.

NSU Chamber Choir Finishes 3rd in Austria
Competition 

Northwestern State University’s Chamber 
Choir finished third in the Ave Verum Inter-
national Choral Competition last month in 
Baden, Austria.

NSU’s Chamber Choir was one of eight 
choirs chosen from around the world along 
with ensembles from countries including 
Hungary, Austria, Sweden, Italy, Ireland, 
Ukraine and the Phillipines. Northwestern 
State was one of two choirs from the U.S. 
selected for the competition. An interna-
tional jury served as judges.

The competition is in honor of the location 
of Mozart’s “Ave Verum Corpus,” which 
premiered in 1791 in Baden. This competi-
tion only occurs in odd years. The opening 
round featured the selected choirs which 
all sang in a night concert in the town 
square called the Long Night of Choral Mu-
sic. The next day, five choirs were selected 

for the Grand Prix de Ave Verum.

This is the second year in a row Northwestern State’s choral groups have performed well in international competition. Last summer, the Northwestern 
State Lyric Choir won a Gold Medal in the Female Choirs category at the 3rd Budapest International Choral Celebration and Laurea Mundi Internation-
al Open Competition and Grand Prix of Choral Music. The Chamber Choir received a Laurea Summa Cum Laude diploma in the Mixed Choir category 
and a Laurea Cum Laude diploma in the Musica Sacra (Sacred Music) category.

Before the Ave Verum International Choral Competition, the Chamber Choir performed in three European capitals at Saint Martin’s Basilica in Prague, 
Czech Republic, Saint Peter’s Basilica in Vienna, Austria, and Saint Martin’s Cathedral in Bratislava, Slovakia.

For more information on Northwestern State’s choral programs, go to capa.nsula.edu/music.

High School Trumpet
Students Get Advanced  
Lessons

A group of high school musicians participated in activities for advanced 
high school musicians this week at Northwestern State University.  The 
Honors Wind Ensemble Trumpet Section received private lessons and 
daily masterclasses on pedagogy, literature and ensemble performance. 
Participants were, front row from left, Cameron Blackburn and Allison 
Jenkins of Jacksonville, Florida; Zeshan Faroog of Little Elm, Texas; Black 
Taggert of China Spring, Texas, and Northwestern State Associate Profes-
sor of Music/Clinician Galindo Rodriguez.  On the back row are Jack Stan-
ley of Stonewall, James Huckabay of Longville, Aaron Dickerson of Little 
Elm and Konner Thibodeaux of Lafayette.

The National Intercollegiate Band was created in 1947 and is the oldest 
band of its type. The ensemble performs every two years at the Kappa 
Kappa Psi/Tau Beta Sigma National Convention. Since 1953, the National 
Intercollegiate Band has been the resident ensemble of Kappa Kappa Psi 
and Tau Beta Sigma’s Commissioning Program, which has added 30 new 
works to the band repertoire since its inception and is the longest-run-
ning commissioning program for wind band music in the United States.
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VILLAGE OF ROBELINE
“Progress in the Making”

Monthly Update

The Village of Robeline recently completed a demolition project at the Robeline School 
Complex. The latest project was the demolition of the Robeline High School gymnasium. 
An open air pavilion will be constructed soon to use for community activities. 

The newly installed  open air pavilion will be 50' wide x 85' long and is expected to be com-
pletely installed within 2-3 months. It will host various events including concerts, birth-
day parties, family reunions etc. The Village of Robeline purchased the pavilion from Tyler 
Building Systems in Texas. The photo is not the actual building to be constructed but very 
similar. 

 Materials for the open air pavilion have arrived and contractors will begin work as soon 
as weather permits.


