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They Are In The Race Grant for Distracted
Driving Initiative

Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richardson and the Sabine Parish Sheriff’s De-
partment recently received a $2500 grant from Vine Oil & Gas to support 
the distracted driving initiative implemented in Sabine Parish schools.  On 
hand to present the award was Mrs. Lindsey Lewis of Vine Oil & Gas.

The distracted driving program was implemented in the schools by the 
Sabine Parish School Resource officers during the past year. Richardson’s 
vision with the program was to raise awareness of and better educate 
area teens about the consequences of drinking and driving and distracted 
driving.

In addition to providing classroom education regarding the misuse and 
abuse of alcohol and the dangers of texting and distracted driving, a 
hands-on simulation activity is used with the students.

The simulation involves the use of Fatal Vision Alcohol Simulation Gog-
gles at five estimated Blood Alcohol Concentration levels while the stu-
dent drives a golf cart on an obstacle course set up with traffic cones in an 
open field.  The School Resource officer accompanies the student, taking 
necessary safety precautions. Upon completion of the simulation with 
the Fatal Vision goggles, to make the scenario more authentic, others text 
the driver while the driver tries driving with one hand on the wheel, tex-
ting replies and maneuvering through the obstacle course.

Before this funding was awarded, there was only one golf cart to be 
shared among schools.  The grant provided by Vine Oil & Gas allows for 
the purchase of an additional golf cart which will allow more simulation 
and hands-on instruction to take place.

On hand for the presentation were the Sabine Parish School Resource 
Officers, Sheriff Richardson and students from various schools.

Wild Country Safari Park 
- Louisiana's Only Drive 
Through Safari
by Kristy Sandel Knippers

If you have a love for animals 
and an interest in the wild, then 
you should definitely check out 
Wild Country Safari Park in Epps, 
LA! With approximately 25-30 
species of animals; ranging from 
exotics such as zebras, bison, 
camels, red kangaroo, zedonks, 
and water buffalos – to adorable 
farm animals like mini pigs, pig-
my goats, sheep, and zebu.

Located on 240 acres, Wild 
Country Safari Park is Louisiana’s 
only drive through safari! Their 
‘animal country’ in the back of 
the property has no fences; all 
the animals roam free. The best 
part, with many of the animals 
you’ll get to be hands on; pet-
ting, feeding and even cuddling!

They offer two different options 
to make the most of your expe-
rience while visiting. If you drive 
your personal vehicle through, 
you’ll be able to feed the ani-
mals out of the windows. – Be-
ware of the camels! Especially 

Elvis, he’s known to steal your cup and eat the entire thing! Wild Country 
Safari Park also offers guided tours where you can learn about the life-
styles and habitats of the animals! Check out their reviews on Google, Trip 
Advisor, etc… all 5 star rated!

Whether it’s a field trip, a birthday party, or reunions – Wild Country Safa-
ri Park is sure to be a fun place to meet your needs! They have everything 
you need to have a good time; including a gift shop, petting zoo, lunch 
pavilion and even a place to play! They offer special rates for groups and 
field trips, even for accompanied parents. (Continued on page 6)

Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richardson proudly displays the $2500 grant 
awarded to the Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Department to support the dis-
tracted driving initiative implemented in Sabine Parish Schools.
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I would like to take this opportunity to address the “Observations” col-
umn by Mr. Robert Gentry dated 7/3/2019 on the BDC website.

Perhaps I should start by saying this matter of the speed enforcement 
in the Village of Robeline seems to have taken on a life of its own. It has 
become almost a daily point of talking with several folks getting in on  the 
conversation. It also seems to be quite a contentious subject.

Mr. Gentry is a respected and noted resident of Sabine Parish, and as such, 
one would think that he would take the time to research and gather a lit-
tle more factual information regarding the events of the past 2-3 months 
in which Rep. Frankie Howard sought to have signs placed warning the 
motoring public to “Beware of the Speed Trap” in Robeline La. Perhaps it 
is easier to take hearsay and print it than to delve into the matter fully?

It is utterly cartoonish to think that Mr. Howard can just ask the Depart-
ment of Transportation to raise the speed limit and on the same day the 
signs are placed changing the speed limits. In the immortal words of Fog-
horn Leghorn, “Whoa, I say Whoa, boy”! If that is the case, why didn’t Mr. 
Howard just ask the DOTD to just put up the “Speed Trap Ahead” signs? 
Why did he have to even take it to the House DOTD Committee? I mean, 
if he wields such great power, and “being the man of action he is” surely 
he didn’t even have to ask the State Legislature to enact the law to start 
with! (Maybe he could just ask that Term Limits be dissolved also?) No, 
that’s not exactly how it works! Mr. Howard cannot just ask DOTD to do 
something and it’s done, and certainly not the same day!

The DOTD made us aware of the speed limit survey some 3 months ago, 
when we observed a DOTD pickup in the Village using radar to monitor 
traffic.

I stopped and talked to the DOTD personnel who informed us that this 
was something that they did now on a regular basis. It seems that this 
information is gathered to ensure that the speed limits were working in 
conjunction with the prevailing speed of the traffic in the area. In reality, 
the speed limit signs were changed to reflect the prevailing speed of the 
traffic, and the surrounding area the traffic was flowing through. In other 
words, the two areas where the speed limit was changed are considered 
“Dead Areas” according to the DOTD personnel. No houses, no business-
es, no foot traffic, etc.

So you see, this survey was known about and anticipated well in advance 
of Mr. Howard’s “request to have DOTD put up the signs”. Just as an added 
note, when the DOTD personnel (actually the one responsible for making 
the decision) was in Robeline to speak with the Mayor, he said that no ad-
ditional signage (Speed strictly enforced) would be erected because there 
was none of that type or design or wording that was authorized by DOTD! 
They even took down the “Speed checked by Radar” signs that were up!

Say What? You mean that Mr. Howard really didn’t have anything to do 
with the speed limit change? Yep, that’s what I mean! So somebody took 
advantage of the changing of the signs to make it look or sound good for 
somebody else? Yep, that’s what I mean!

One last item, Mr. Gentry says he needs an explanation for Sen. Long’s 
statement “It was a bad bill and not in the best interest of government”. 
Very simply put, it would have been unenforceable and open the State to 
litigation because it singled out one municipality over many that fit the 
criteria of the definition that Mr. Howard used or was using. In effect, it 
was a bad bill!

Brad Raynes
Robeline Police Department. 

TO THE CITIZENS OF SABINE PARISH

I was born in Zwolle and am a lifelong resident of 
Sabine Parish. I raised my family here; I have been 
in business here for forty years. I am personally and 
professionally invested here, and I want to continue 
to be a contributor to its well being. To that end, I am 
a candidate for tax assessor. I have one simple yet 
critical goal in my desire to serve you, to bring this 
office up to state standards, and to keep it there!

This office has everything in place to be the best in 
the state. There is a helpful and friendly staff, a top 
of the line computer system, and all the other tools 
required to make it the best. Yet, it failed the state 
audit. Why, because, a change in leadership has be-
come necessary. I am that change.

Having been in private industry throughout my life, I 
know that all business must change to keep up with 
new rules and standards. This simply and obviously 
has not occurred, and clearly is what must be done 
here. This office must be trained, brought up to date, 
and follow the statutes as set by the State of Louisi-
ana.

Give me the chance, I will see that all assessments 
are fair and equal. I will see that all businesses in 
the parish are treated the same. I will not use this 
office for personal gain, nor for personal gain for my 
friends or anyone else. I will faithfully and honestly 
discharge my duties regardless of race, creed, col-
or, national origin, wealth or politics. Anyone who 
knows me will tell you that what you see is what you 
get, no games, no blather.

If elected, it will be one year before I assume office. 
I will utilize that time wisely to get all the training 
necessary to be up to speed when I assume the du-
ties of this most important office. I humbly ask for 
your support, choose the right person for the job, 
and choose Ronny Bison.  Paid for By Ronny Bison

ELECT RONNY BISON
SABINE PARISH TAX ASSESSOR
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Charlie Greer Announces 
Candidacy for 
Commissioner Of
Agriculture & Forestry
Twenty-year veteran of the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Agriculture & Forestry, medical mari-
juana proponent, former law enforcement of-
ficer and long-time farmer, Charlie Greer has 
announced his candidacy on the democratic 
ticket for Commissioner of Agriculture & For-
estry.  

“I’ve given the biggest part of my life to pub-
lic service and the Department of Agriculture 
& Forestry in the great state of Louisiana,” 
says Greer. “As your Commissioner, I will use 
my experience, knowledge and leadership to 
make the department an effective and proac-
tive agency with sufficient manpower and funding so we can better pro-
tect and advocate for our consumers, our resources and the hardworking 
citizens of our state’s diverse agricultural and forestry industry.”

Greer is a strong advocate for medical marijuana, which is legal in 33 
states. Louisiana first legalized cannabis for medicinal purposes in 1978. 
Greer also supports the production of industrial hemp, which was signed 
into law in 2018 by President Trump.

“In 2015, legislation was passed allowing experts at LSU and Southern 
University to grow and produce medical-grade marijuana,” says Greer. 
“But for more than three years, the current commissioner has created 
roadblocks. When elected, I will work diligently to remove the bureaucra-
cy surrounding the process to produce this vitally important plant-based 
medicine that patients in Louisiana are legally entitled to.”

Greer is a native of Pine Prairie where he grew up farming. Greer gradu-
ated from Pine Prairie High School. He later attended LSU and graduated 
from their Law Enforcement Institute, where he was elected class presi-
dent. He served as chief deputy and chief criminal investigator for Evan-
geline Parish Sheriff’s Office, wildlife agent and president of the Louisiana 
Wildlife Agent Association and lobbyist for the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife & Fisheries. He also served the Louisiana Department of Agricul-
ture & Forestry for 20 years, where at the time of his retirement in 2013, 
he was program director/forestry enforcement chief and working closely 
with the state’s landowners and loggers. He’s also raised both cattle and 
horses and currently manages family timberlands. Greer was appointed 
by the governor to serve on the Red River Waterway Commission.

“We are truly blessed with an abundance of natural resources here in 
Louisiana,” says Greer. “We need to support our own local farmers and 
fisheries, but when we do bring in foreign seafood, we must ensure it’s 
tested and safe for our consumers—and that’s currently not the case.”

Louisiana is a big producer of sugarcane, rice, soybeans, cotton and straw-
berries as well as cattle, chicken and horses. In addition, according to the 
LSU AgCenter Louisiana’s forestry industry is worth more than $10 billion, 
with timber covering half the state and providing nearly 46,000 jobs—
around the same number as the state’s oil and gas industry.

“There are so many aspects of your daily life that go through the hands of 
the Department of Agriculture & Forestry, from products you buy at the 
grocery store to the gas you put in your car,” says Greer. “My number-one 
goal is making sure we’re doing our jobs right, and the taxpayers are get-
ting what they pay for.”

Greer is a member of B.A.S.S., CASA of Central Louisiana, Ducks Unlimit-
ed, Farm Bureau, LA Cattleman’s Association, LA Levee Board Association, 
Louisiana Forestry Association, the Mississippi Valley Flood Control Asso-
ciation,  National Water Ways Association, Quail and Pheasants Forever, 
Red River Valley Association. He’s a past member of the American Quar-
ter Horse Association as well as the American Brangus Association and 
American Braford Association. A lifelong hunter,  fisherman and farmer, 
Greer and his wife Martha reside in Natchitoches Parish where they at-
tend Good Home Baptist Church.

Carroll Ellzey Announces 
Candidacy For Assessor 
Carroll Ellzey announces that he will be a 
candidate for Tax Assessor of Sabine Par-
ish in the coming October election.

Ellzey is married to Helen Thaxton Ellzey 
and they recently celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary.  They have 2 chil-
dren and 4 grandchildren.  The Ellzeys 
are active members of Plainview Baptist 
Church, where Carroll has served as Dea-
con for 27 years.

Ellzey served as Assessor for 16 years, from 1997-2012.  A lifelong resident 
of Sabine Parish, he is a graduate of Plainview High School and North-
western State University and is a United States Air Force Veteran.  He has 
served for 36 years as volunteer in the South Sabine Fire District, where 
he served as District Chief and is currently serving as the Board Chairman.

Being a Certified Louisiana Assessor, Ellzey has completed over 300 hours 
of education in Property Appraisal.  He has met and exceeded all educa-
tional requirements of the International Association of Assessing Officers 
and The Louisiana Assessor’s Association.

In his announcement, Ellzey stated, “I am honored to have been allowed 
to serve as Assessor in the past, and ask for the opportunity to serve 
again.  As before, I pledge to be a good steward of the office and of your 
tax dollars and to be fair and honest in every way.  The office will always 
be open to you, the public, to accommodate your needs.  I believe the 
current staff of the Assessor’s Office is very qualified and look forward to 
working with them when elected.”

Ellzey asks for your support and hopes to visit with as many of you as pos-
sible in the next few months.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to call him at 318-586-7670.

PAT TODD, JR.

630 4th St.
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 332-1723
At Capital Realty, not only do we sell 
houses, but we love commercial proper-
ties and land.  Right now, we are looking 
for land to sell. 

It is not uncommon to sell your land for 
up to $20,000 per acre in rural Natchi-
toches Parish along roads with water and 
electrical available.  We also list larger 
tracts.

Call me, Pat Todd for all your real estate 
needs.

I have 40 years of professional sales ex-
perience.
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     Bull Nettle Hill
     by Rickey Robertson 

 Ouch ! Boy that hurts! Have you ever been run-
ning around outside in the country and got in a 
bull nettle ? Those things burn, sting, and hurt 
don’t they ! I learned as a boy right fast what a 
bull nettle will do to you and I stayed away from 
them! On Peason Ridge are many high sand hills 
that have been used by the Native Americans, 
the homesteaders and settlers of Peason Ridge, and the U.S. military for 
observation purposes. In the south/southwestern area of Peason Ridge 
on what we call the “Anacoco Side” of the range is the large sand hill 
known to everyone in our parts as Bull Nettle Hill.

 On Peason Ridge are located three large observation hills. One is Eagle 
Hill, once the second largest peak in Louisiana other than Driskoll Moun-
tain, Tripod Hill, and Bull Nettle Hill. Every one of these hills are known 
for the Native American artifacts that have been found and that are still 
located in various spots. ON these hills there is vast amounts of “bear 
grass” or Spanish bayonet as it is called out our way. The Native Ameri-
cans used this bear grass for many purposes and the settlers and home-
steaders when they arrived in the area around 1818 used this tough grass 
to hang their meat in the smokehouse while it was curing and smoking. 
Bull Nettle hill has many many clumps of bear grass and we know that 
the Native Americans would bring the roots of these plants with them 
and would plant them at each new camp site. But Bull Nettle Hill is also 
covered with bull nettles ! Not one but many many of these plants grow 
in the deep sand on the hill. Yes, the bull nettle is pretty when it is covered 
with white blooms but it has its own protective system by the nettles all 
over each and every branch. Just as bear grass was used by the Native 
Americans we know that the bull nettle was also used for several types of 
medicinal purposes.

 The settlers and homesteaders of Peason Ridge once had large herds of 
all types of livestock that lived and grazed on these lands, from cattle, 
horses, sheep, goats, and hogs. Every day or so the cattlemen and land-
owners would travel to Bull Nettle Hill to look across the lands of Peason 
Ridge and toward  Eagle Hill and Tripod Hill checking on their livestock 
herds. The Peason Ridge settlers had a special area for all the livestock 
to graze. They set aside a total of 16 sections of land where no one was 
allowed to settle or farm. This tradition was brought from England from 
the days where landowners set aside specific areas for livestock to graze 
and they policed the lands to keep the serfs from moving into these lands 
to settle them. On Peason Ridge, if anyone came and started to camp or 
attempt to build in the grazing area, the men would mount their horses, 
ride over for a visit, and give the “squatter”  the information to pack up 
and be gone in a few days. This was especially prevalent during the great 
westward migration in the 1870’s and 1880’s. If the intruder had not left 
the grazing lands in at least 3 days, the men would again mount up and 
would ride over to have a talk. This time it was different. The intruder 
would be looking down the barrel of several Winchester rifles and was ad-
vised to be gone by daybreak the next morning.  Looking down the barrel 
of a Winchester rifle would definitely make up a person’s mind for them 
! But when the US Government took all the lands located here after the 
1941 Louisiana Maneuvers the families had to leave and bring their live-
stock with them. Mr. Foster Dowden, a subsistence farmer and cattleman, 
had vast herds of stock. When forced to move he got all the men, boys, 
and cowboys in the area to come and help move his vast herd of stock. His 
herd was so big that it took 3 days to move the stock 7 miles ! That was 
some herd of stock wasn’t it !

 After the settlers and homesteaders were moved it was noted some cat-
tle, horses, and hogs had been left behind. But the Army showed some 
kindness to the Heritage Families. After Peason Ridge Artillery Range had 
been formed and World War II had been won, the families could obtain a 
permit to again graze livestock on the range.  My grandfather, Ora Robert-
son, my Dad, Bud Robertson, Bryce McCollough, Dan Volk, Bill Herrington, 
Lev McInnis, Arnold Dowden, Leon Sneed, and others had cattle herds 
that grazed on the Peason or north side of the range, and down near 
Bull Nettle Hill, John Craft, Charlie and Chester McInnis , Tuck Belsha, Joe 
Dowden, Clyde Miller, and many others in the Cold Springs area grazed 
their cattle on the lands located there. And over on the southeast side of 
the range near Kurthwood, J.A. and J.D. Grant along with Finis Simmons 
had stock grazing. And all the folks in the Cold Springs Area and Kurth-
wood area would come and gather at Bull Nettle Hill as they checked all 
their cattle. And most of the time when everyone were checking their 
cattle they were on horseback so they could ride the creeks and baygalls, 

the cleared woodland meadows, and sand hills looking for their stock. 
And you would always ride up on your neighbor and have a good chat 
with them. As I grew up and my Dad ran his large herd of cattle on the 
range, it is remarkable how many cattle were actually grazing and ranging 
out there. When I tell folks that we have seen hundreds and hundreds of 
cattle grazing they are amazed. But they were sure there. And if we were 
missing  some livestock we would ride over to Bull Nettle Hill and talk to 
the folks over there to see if they had any stray cattle mixed with their 
herd. And if so we would cut them out and herd them towards home.

 In 1995 my Dad, the last cattleman running cattle on Peason Ridge,  was 
advised by the JRTC and FT. Polk that all cattle needed to be removed 
from the training area of Peason Ridge and that no longer would cattle 
and livestock grazing be allowed and no more permits would be issued. 
Another way of life was forever changed. Today there is no cattle graz-
ing near Bull Nettle Hill or anywhere on Peason Ridge. But located there 
is a large observation tower that overlooks the large meadow near the 
wildlife runoff pond and the very large Live Fire Village. The military uses 
the tower to observe all the live fire and troop movements as the village 
is attacked by military units, and paratroop and air re-supply drops. Bull 
Nettle Hill is now used for this vital purpose by the military. Hope all those 
soldiers training there know what a bull nettle is and will do to them ! And 
if you go on the annual Peason Ridge Tour with us you will get to see Bull 
Nettle Hill and the beautiful area around this location. And remember, 
don’t get in that bull nettle ! 

A long green meadow 
leads up to Bull Nettle Hill 
located on Peason Ridge. 
This once was one of the 
locations where cattle and 
livestock grazed. (Robert-
son Collection)

The military observa-
tion tower located on 
Bull Nettle Hill used 
by the US Army for 
observation purpos-
es during the training 
maneuvers on Pea-
son Ridge. (Robertson 
Collection)

One of the large green bull net-
tles that grows on Bull Nettle 
Hill on Peason Ridge. (Robert-
son Collection)

Bull Nettle Hill is used for observation of the attacks and assaults on the 
Peason Ridge Live Fire Village. All units go through the Live Fire Village. 
And yes that is a mosque inside the large village. (Robertson Collection )

A picture of a bull nettle with 
white blooms located on Bull 
Nettle Hill. The blooms are pretty 
but the nettles sure hurt ! (Rob-
ertson Collection )
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Daily Lunch Specials (Monday - Friday)
10:30 am to 2 pm

Dinner Specials (Friday & Saturday)
4 pm to 9 pm

Hours (Monday - Saturday) 10:30 am to 9 pm 
(Sunday) 10:30 am to 2:00 pm

Dine In Available 

Call-in Orders Welcome (Pick Up at Window)

“Country Cookin - Made to Order”

Seafood - Steaks - PoBoys 
Sandwiches - Dessert - Drinks
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Smartphones, 
Multitasking, and Reliable 
Information
by Herbert de Launay

Smartphones are everywhere. People are busy tex-
ting or checking email and social media, even while 
driving or talking with others.

They call it “multitasking” or doing two things at 
once. “Psychology and the Challenges of Life,” a 
textbook for young college students, recommends, “Don’t.”

Our minds fool us. Our minds tell us that we are capable of driving or lis-
tening to someone and also checking our phone for messages. The truth 
is, if we are doing two things at once, then we are not doing either one to 
the best of our ability.

Actually, we instinctively know this when others do it to us. We recognize 
that we do not have their undivided attention. We feel frustrated. We feel 
less important.

Insurance companies and police officers know that multitasking does 
not work well. They notice the number of traffic accidents related to cell 
phone use while driving. Some call it “driving while distracted.”

Students need to put away their phones while in class or studying. Trying 
to do two things at once is a waste of valuable time. Neither one is done 
well.

Another problem is accuracy and reliability of information. Just because 
something is on social media or email or in a news report does not mean 
it is accurate.

I have studied science and math and taught college freshman math. I oc-
casionally find errors in newspaper articles and books. Perhaps the au-
thors did not know well the subject they were writing about. Or, perhaps 
they failed to double-check their figures. Computers can check our spell-
ing, but they do not always know if we use the wrong numbers.

Notice if articles give references or have footnotes. Notice if the author 
is associated with a school or profession. If an article disagrees with oth-
ers, then probably it will take additional research to determine what is 
correct.

Just because someone is loud or belligerent does not mean they are cor-
rect. “Good will is not good skill.” Sincerity is not enough for accuracy. 
Strong feelings can actually interfere with discovering truth. 

For news items, it is important to read more than one newspaper or news 
source. Try to choose sources that come from different perspectives or 
even from different countries.

Introducing Kai Avery
The loving family of Samantha Ball were proud to welcome her beautiful 
son, Kai Avery, to the world and to our family on May 8, 2019.  Baby Kai 
arrived at 1:40 PM at Natchitoches Regional Medical Center, weighing 8 
pounds, 4 ounces and was 19.5 inches long. Grandma Beth was present 
and is able to confirm that Baby Kai is indeed absolutely perfect and won-
derful, and big sister Luna appears to concur.  Momma Sam, we are very 
proud of you; Baby Kai, 
we’re so glad you’re finally 
here. You bring happiness 
and love into our lives ev-
ery day.

Kai Avery

Toledo Bend Among Best 
Bass Lakes 

Toledo Bend was once again named the #4 Best Bass Lake in the Central 
Region according to Bassmaster Magazine, a continuation of our 2018 ti-
tle! 

The central region had some big competition with nearby fishery Sam 
Rayburn Reservoir topping the list as #3 best bass lake in the nation, fol-
lowed by Lake Fork in Texas, which was named #5 in the nation. 

Why not make the ultimate fishing trip and visit both Toledo Bend and 
Sam Rayburn? Only 45 minutes apart, fishing these two legendary lakes 
should be on every fisherman’s bucket list!

Visit our website at https://toledobendlakecountry.com for a link to the 
full article!

108 Touline Street
Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-238-3939

Specialty and novelty cakes and cupcakes, 
wedding cakes, decorated sugar cookies 

and other handmade treats

Wild Country Safari Park
(Continued from page 1)
 
I hear the parrots in the gift shop are quite 
entertaining – especially YOYO the umbrella 
cockatoo – he’s the star!

Be sure to load up the kids before school 
starts, or even take the whole group to 
check out Louisiana’s only drive through sa-
fari! Wild Country Safari Park is located at 8 
Hobby Newton Rd in Epps – you can always 
give them a call at 318-878-3634, visit their webpage at
wildcountrysafari.com, or find them on Facebook!



Page 7| Around The Town                               August 2019

Shanna Dees Gaspard

Happy Hours Classes
Resume At The Many
Depot
by Mary Brocato

Thanks to the Many Depot Art Guild, art-
ists will be teaching classes on  three Sat-
urday afternoons  each month from August 
through December.
Shanna Dees Gaspard said classes will be 
taught in jewelry making, painting,  and 
crafts from 1-4 p.m. on the first three Satur-
day afternoons of each month.

Students can make jewelry, create paintings, 
and enjoy craft sessions with experienced 
talented teachers and take home their cre-
ations when class is over.

The talented, experienced jewelry maker Cheryl Pearsall will teach jewel-
ry design classes on the first Saturday of each month.  Students will design 
and make paper and fabric bead necklaces, fringe earrings, double wrap 
necklaces and more when they meet with Pearsall's design class.  Cost of 
the class is $25 and that includes all materials for the class. The next class 
is August 3 when students will make fabric beads and then turn them into 
necklaces.
  
They should call Pearsall at 727-534-1057 to register for the class.  In the 
Sept. 7 class, Pearsall will create a  long double wrap necklace.  On Oct. 5, 
they will create BoHo Hippie earrings.  Pearsall stresses that this is one-of-
a-kind original jewelry that can't be purchased in stores.

Talented artist JoAnne Cason will teach painting on the third Saturday of 
each month.  Cason has won many awards for her artwork and has been 
featured in many art shows.  Her painting recently was selected by the 
Toledo Bend Lake Association for its yearly poster featuring the Toledo 
Bend Lake area.
  
She and her students paint-
ed  a firecracker box on July 
13.  The next painting class 
will meet on August 10 
and will feature a bouquet 
of flowers in a window or 
wall box.  The September 
class on Sept.14 will feature 
paintings of sunflowers.  
Students will paint orange 
pumpkins on the Oct. 12 
class.
 
The $20 class fee covers all materials and supplies.  Potential students 
should call Ms. Cason at 318-228-7767 to reserve a spot in the 1:00 - 4:00 
p.m. Saturday classes beginning with the August 10 class.

The third Happy Hours class will be arts and craft classes offered on the 
third Saturday of every month through December.  Shanna Dees Gaspard 
teaches her  first class on July 20 when she and the students will make 
individual soap bars.  An old folk custom dating back to the days when 
farm families made their own soap, this class will bring soap making to a 
new level.  The August 17 class will feature stamped tea towel sets and 
the September 21 class will feature fabric pumpkins.  Students will make 
acorn door hangers on October 19.
  
Gaspard said the craft classes are very popular because they're a great 
way to make very personalized birthday or Christmas gifts.  Once again, 
the crafts classes cost $20 to cover supplies and materials.  Call 318-602-
1614 to reserve a spot for each class.
 
All the Happy Hours classes are taught by Art Guild artists at the historic 
Many Depot, Highway 171Bypass, in Many.

Schedules for the Happy Hours classes can be picked up at Many City Hall, 
the Many Community Center on movie nights.  The schedules can also 
be found on the Town of Many Facebook page and also Save the Date 
Facebook page.

"We're delighted that Happy Hours classes are now able to start up again," 
Many Mayor Ken Freeman said.  "Unfortunately we had to cancel them 
for a few months while renovation work was being done throughout the 
depot.  But all that work is now complete, and our talented Art Guild 
members are back for summer and fall.  I think both students and teach-
ers will once again spend many Happy Hours at the Depot on Saturday 
afternoons." 

"Welcome back, Art Guild members and teachers,"  Mary Brocato, chair-
person of the Many Cultural District Advisory Committee, said.  "You've all 
been so patient during these extensive renovations, and we are so happy 
that you're finally back at the Depot and the classes are cranking up again. 
Thank you for bearing with us during the renovations and we're so glad 
you're back. once again." 

Fifth Sunday Singing
Hosted by Saint Terence 
Catholic Church

On Sunday, June 30th at 5:30 PM, Saint Terence Catholic Church on Toledo 
Bend hosted the month’s 5th Sunday Singing. Churches involved included 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Pisgah Baptist Church, Harmony Cove Baptist 
Church as well as St John the Baptist Catholic Church and St Terence. The 
event was open to all regardless of denomination. 

Special thanks to all who attended and to those who provided food for 
the covered dish meal afterwards.

Steubenville South
Conference Well Attended

Youth from Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church in Many attended the 
annual  Steubenville South Conference held in Alexandria, La. in June. The 
group is shown prior to departure.
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Happy, Healthy, Back-to-
School
by Abigail “Missy” Hennigan 

As summer winds to a close, prepping for the first day 
of school has already begun. You already bought the 
backpack, checked off the supply list, found new kicks 
(aka. shoes), and picked out the “first-day-of-___-
grade” picture outfit.  Have you thought about lunch?  
Cafeteria vs. Snack Machine vs. Pack-Your-Own lunch.  
What about breakfast?  To eat or not to eat, that is the question.

Here are a few tips for packing a lunch:
1. Basic Plan:
a. Start with 2 Veggies: carrot, cucumber, bell pepper, asparagus, squash, 
tomatoes, broccoli, etc.
b. Add a Fruit: grapes, apple, melon, berries, peaches, pear, mini-banana, 
etc.
c. Throw in a Protein: beans, nuts/seeds, nut butter (preferably almond as 
some people are allergic to peanuts), grilled chicken, boiled egg, shred-
ded beef, etc.
d. Choose a Whole Grain: pasta, brown rice, crackers, oats, barley, etc.
e. Top it off with a Dairy serving: cheese stick, cottage cheese, unsweet-
ened yogurt, milk, etc.

2. Try different ways of presenting it:
a. Individual foods: separate each food into a section of the lunch box.
i. Use silicon cupcake liners to separate foods.
ii. Buy a few bento boxes with sections for foods (helps with portion con-
trol too!).
b. Mixed Dishes:
i. Tacos or a Mexican meal
1. Whole Grain Tortilla
2. Beans or Shredded Meat
3. Diced Tomato, Avocado, and Shredded Lettuce
4. Plain Greek Yogurt (in place of sour cream)
5. Fruit for dessert
ii. Pizza Wrap:
1. Whole Grain Flat Bread
2. Mozzarella String Cheese
3. Bell Peppers, Tomato, Spinach, Pizza Sauce for dipping
4. Grilled Chicken or Turkey Strips
5. Fruit for dessert
iii. Dips (combines different food categories):
1. Apples and Peanut Butter
2. Veggies and Hummus
3. Whole Grain Tortillas and Salsa
c. Shapes: use cookie cutters to make foods more interesting:
i. Watermelon
ii. Sandwiches
iii. Whole Grain Pancakes
iiii. Cheese
v. Cucumbers

3. Meal Prep:
a. Use your Sunday afternoon to prep breakfasts and lunches for the week.
b. Wash, peel, and slice fruits and veggies all at one time
c. Instead of buying packs of veggies, fruits, whole grain chips, prep and 
package them yourself in plastic bags or boxes.  If the only way you can 
get healthy foods in your diet is to buy prepackaged though, go for it!
d. Include children in the meal-prep process:
i. Younger children can wash fruits/vegetables.
ii. Older children can help with chopping.
iii. Assembly of the meals.

When eating in the cafeteria, try making healthy choices from what foods 
are available.

Get a nutritious breakfast too!
1. Balance a protein with a carb.
2. Whole grain cereals with <10g of sugar/serving  + milk + fruit/nuts/
seeds.
3. Smoothies: these can be made up ahead of time and frozen until time 
to eat.
4. Whole Grain Toast with nut butter.
5. Egg burritos (whole grain wrap or tortilla).
6. Swap out Doughnuts for Whole Grain Pancakes/Waffles.

7. Offer a Whole Grain Granola Bar (<10g sugar and >3g fiber per serving) 
instead of a PopTart.
8. Keep Fresh Fruit on hand to go with Yogurt

Remember, many schools offer breakfast as an option.  Make healthy 
choices from the available options.

Frozen Banana Pops (www.foodandnutrition.org): great for a delicious 
breakfast or fun after-school snack

Ingredients
• 3 bananas, cut in half
• 3 sets of chopsticks, cut in half (or 6 popsicle sticks/skewers)
• ¾ cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
• 1 teaspoon coconut oil (or other neutral oil such as canola or avocado 
oil)
• ¼ cup chopped walnuts
• 1 8-ounce can crushed pineapple, drained
• ½ cup chopped strawberries (about 10 medium strawberries)

Instructions
1. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper and set aside.
2. Skewer each banana half and freeze on prepared baking sheet for 2 to 
3 hours, or until bananas are firm to the touch.
3. In a microwave-safe bowl, add chocolate chips. Microwave on high for 
2 minutes, stirring every 30 seconds until chocolate is melted.
4. Stir in coconut oil.
5. Dip banana in chocolate to coat.
6. Sprinkle with chopped walnuts, strawberries and pineapple.
7. Repeat process for remaining bananas.
8. Enjoy immediately, or freeze in resealable container for up to 2 weeks.

Notes:
• It works best to sprinkle each banana with toppings immediately after 
dipping in chocolate, as opposed to dipping all of the bananas in choco-
late first.
• Buy in bulk. Purchase walnuts in the bulk section, which tend to be a 
more affordable option. You can also buy just the amount you need to 
reduce food waste.
• Freeze ahead. Before those bananas go bad, peel them, cut them in half 
and stick them with a chopstick/popsicle stick before freezing. Not only 
does it save you from throwing them out, but they are also ready to go 
whenever you are.

Need more ideas for nutritious back-to-school breakfasts and lunches?  
Check out the following resources:  www.choosemyplate.gov
www.foodandnutrition.org

No Man's Land Free for All 
Bass Tournament
Have you registered for the 
FREE No Man's Land Free 
For All Fishing Tournament 
running now through Octo-
ber 31st?

This competition has NO 
entry free, it truly is "Free 
For All!" It encourages an-
glers to explore the No 
Man's Land area's lakes, 
bayous and rivers, to catch 
largemouth bass, and up-
load their digital photos in 
competition for cash priz-
es and awards. Judges will 
check the photos, verify the 
scores, and declare winners 
based on the length of each 
competitor's bass. Prizes 
are being provided by event 
sponsors

There are monthly prizes as well as grand prizes!
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The Flood of 1927
by Mark Allemond & Peggy Devall

We are one month into the 2019 Hur-
ricane Season and, just experienced 
our first Hurricane, Barry. I remember 
many stories of the 1927 Flood and 
how it affected our area here in South 
Louisiana.  Our small town of Arnaud-
ville was one of many, which took on 
water due to two bayous that connect 
in the heart of town; the Bayou Teche 
and Bayou Fusilier.  Many homes and businesses were flooded and many 
residents were displaced.

Ninety two years ago, the Mississippi and Atchafalaya rivers — swollen 
from months of rainfall — burst through levees, sending muddy water 
into businesses, homes and farmland across Louisiana. Families and farm 
animals sought refuge on rooftops, raised railroad beds and levees. Thou-
sands were left homeless for weeks, even months.

The event, called simply the Great Flood of 1927, would change Louisiana 
forever. As heavy rainfall in 1926 continued into the spring of 1927, the 
Mississippi River began cresting in places like Cairo, Illinois, sending tons 
of water rushing south to Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi.

By April of 1927, the situation 
was critical. Local and state 
agencies did what they could to 
shore up levees along the Mis-
sissippi and Atchafalaya rivers 
and adjoining waterways from 
Richland Parish south to St. 
Landry Parish.

On April 27, 1927, 66 members of the Louisiana National Guard’s Company 
B left Lafayette for New Roads in Pointe Coupee Parish to help strengthen 
levees on the Mississippi River, Locke Mouton of the Acadiana Area Red 
Cross wrote in the July 24, 1983, Daily Advertiser.

Volunteers from Southwestern Louisiana Institute (now the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette), Maurice, Youngsville and Lafayette joined efforts 
to beef up levees that protected Acadiana, he wrote. MORE: 4,500 added 
to flood zones in Lafayette Parish North Louisiana swells - Despite the val-
iant effort, levees in northeast Louisiana began to fail.

Residents in Rayville, a community in Richland Parish, fought to avert the 
Mississippi River flood by erecting a 6-mile long levee around the town in 
a two-week period, according to a May 1981 story in the Monroe News-
Star-World. 

When James H. Wilkerson, who was 8 at the time, got word that the le-
vee near Rayville broke and the water was heading his way, he and oth-
er neighborhood children went to the woods to see for themselves, he 
wrote in the 1981 News-Star-World report. “Seeing the dirty brown water 
snaking through the grass and palmettos was sufficient to make cold chills 
run up and down one’s spine,” he said. “Especially when one realized that 
this water was coming from the Mississippi River. Even at the age of 8 
years, I could imagine the expanse of water that would reach from the 
Mississippi to where we were — 60 miles away.”

 (Claire Taylor, Lafayette Daily Advertiser Published 10:48 a.m. CT May 31, 
2017 | Updated 4:08 p.m. CT Nov. 8, 2018)

When the Mississippi flooded in 1927, it didn’t cause as much financial 
damage as it would in later flooding, but it claimed more than 250 lives 
and left more than 1.5 million people homeless. The Mississippi stayed 
at flood level for 153 days, and powerful waters broke at least 100 le-
vees. The waters spilled over parts of Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisi-
ana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee. A Risk Management Solutions 
study, published on the 80th anni-
versary of the flood, estimated that 
a repeat of the same flood would 
cause up to $160 billion in damages 
in modern times.

(By: Mary Helen Miller Correspon-
dent)

Stealing Signs
by Dennis Coleman

It seems all baseball teams from about 10 years 
of age on up through the major leagues have and 
use ‘’Signs.’’

Either given from the dugout or one of base coach-
es, signs are used primarily by the team which is 
batting or running the bases. The sign will tell the 
batter to ‘’swing away, take the pitch, bunt or hit 
and run. (with one or more runners on base)’’

The idea is that the coach sees the ‘’Big picture,’’ and it is beneficial for 
the team to have a coordinated effort. I say all this as background for the 
story of two high school teammates and their coach who worked togeth-
er to pull off a very memorable play.

Just like today, we had played the opposing team in this story many times 
before. From the time we were nine years of age we began seeing oppos-
ing players and coaches three or four times a year in various games. 

By the time I was a freshman in high school, I thought I could ‘’steal’’ 
the opposing team’s signs. For me it wasn’t that difficult to pick out that 
one thing that a coach did that was just a little bit different from all that 
rubbin’ and scratchin’ as decoy signs.  I and, sometimes, my friend would 
sit in the dugout with our eyes glued on the coach giving the other team 
their signs. He had a strong routine. He would touch his cap, nose, chin 
and rub down on his left forearm... practically on every pitch. I began to 
notice that if something was on, such as a bunt, he would give the batter 
the routine followed by hitching his pants with both hands on his belt.  I 
was convinced that this was the ‘’Bunt’’ sign.

In the game in ques-
tion, we were up 
2-0 in the top of the 
6th inning, but our 
pitcher seemed to 
be struggling. He 
had walked one and 
hit one and we had 
nobody out. Even 
the slow runner on 
first was getting a 
tremendous secondary lead. This was important as he was the potential 
tying run.  With runners on first and second with no outs, their coach went 
through his signs routine and HITCHED HIS PANTS WITH TWO HANDS ON 
HIS BELT. Our coach whispered to me, ‘’ Denny, what would you do in this 
situation?’’ I looked him right in the eye and said, ‘’I think he’s bunting.’’

Our coach stood quickly and had the attention of our entire team. With 
his left hand palm down and held on a vertical plane before him and with 
his right forefinger he drew a circle in his palm. He had called a defensive 
play to counter the bunt. This was the infamous ‘’Wheel’’ play. The wheel 
has variations but in this case if the batter squared around to bunt, the 
third baseman would charge in and the shortstop would cover third base. 
In our earlier years, a bunt with a runner on second could be problematic 
for the defensive team... the shortstop had to be alert and cover third 
base. 

Execution is the key. If the offensive team executes the bunt, they will 
have runners on second and third with one out and could have the bas-
es loaded with no outs. If the defensive team executes the ‘wheel’ they 
would get the lead runner at third and possibly double play--third and 
first.  A lot can happen. That’s why you play the game.

Sometimes the ‘’Stars Align’’ and things you’d never expect start happen-
ing. Remember that slow runner on first? Well he left early and was near-
ing second base when the ball was bunted. The batter didn’t ‘’execute’’ 
a very good bunt. It was bunted too hard; it cleared the charging third 
baseman, but the shortstop caught the ball in the air near third base. He 
tagged the runner coming from second and fired the ball to the first base-
man who stepped on the bag to complete the TRIPLE PLAY.

Their coach went ‘’Ballistic.’’  He wasn’t angry AT anyone... just complete-
ly devastated. He threw his cap to the ground and dropped to his knees 
and looked to the heavens. Best laid plans... and it all began with a hitch 
of the pants.
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We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

Zwolle Rural Healthcare 
Clinic Holds
Groundbreaking 
Ceremonies
DeSoto Regional Health System is pleased to announce that a ground-
breaking celebration for our new Rural Healthcare Clinic took place on 
Friday, June 28th at 10am. Todd Eppler, CEO- DeSoto Regional Health Sys-
tem (DRHS) served as Master of Ceremonies. Invocation was led by Bri-
an McNew with McNew Architecture. Remarks were giving by Mayor Pie 
Martinez and Town Council Member Martha Henderson. Other attend-
ees included: Members of the DRHS Board of Directors: Deborah Dees, 
Johnny May, Stephen Flanders, Richard Wilkinson, and John Freeman; 
Joel Bianca (Citizen Bank), John Bradly (Integrity Builders), Chris Sooter 
(Integrity Builders), and Rafe Eubanks (Integrity Builders), Dr. Peter Lau 
and Kimberly Rials, FNP.

DRHS is planning to spend almost one million dollars on this project which 
represents the commitment the Board has made to serving the Zwolle 
community.

Recognizing the need to address the significant health care challenges, it 
became evident that inadequate space at our current Rural Health Clinic 
would be a challenge. In 2017, the Building & Grounds committee begin 
working on efforts to create more space and improvements to our current 
facility. As these efforts progressed, it became evident inadequate facil-
ities existed, and a more permanent structure would be the best option 
for the Zwolle community and clinic.

The new 4,800 square foot Zwolle Rural Health Clinic will have a larger 
waiting room, full functioning laboratory, larger nursing stations, state-
of-the-art digital radiology equipment, and an area to provide mental/
behavior health counseling, just to name some of the amenities.

Zwolle Rural Clinic construction is under way! Within nine months, we 
are hoping to be moving in and inviting all of you to our grand opening!!! 
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So this time Hondo said he buried the chicks upside down, carefully cov-
ering them with only their little feet sticking out. Looking down the long 
planted mound after he finished, it kinda reminded him of a very long, up-
side centipede with all his feet in motion. He then watered each planting 
and even sprinkled a little Miracle-Gro around the little legs. Surely this 
time his crop would produce.

After a few days, once again he approached his garden with hope....only 
to be dismayed. The little chick legs were all wilted and lying in every 
direction. Some were missing their feet altogether, Hondo suspected the 
birds had mistaken them for worms. Hondo turned and walked away, 
thinking he would let someone else get a jump start on growing chickens 
in Gillespie County. He was going back to what he knew best, cows and 
horses.

That ended Hondo’s attempted career at growing chickens. He did send 
a letter off to the U.S. Department of Agriculture In Washington D.C. ex-
plaining his problems at chicken planting. About five weeks later he said 
he got a response, it was their standard response, they simply said to 
send them a soil sample. Enough was enough for Hondo, it ended there. 
Hondo said he did have a new appreciation for folks that raise  chickens, 
he says they must really have an awful good green thumb.

And that’s how Hondo told the story..... more or less.....well, maybe a lot 
less.

Hondo’s Chicken Garden
by Dean Lambert 

There were only two people from Gillespie 
County Texas that became famous, that being 
LBJ and Hondo Couch. Most of us know about 
LBJ, but Hondo Couch also had a following na-
tion-wide. He was a lot of things, musician, hu-
morist, writer and businessman. One could say 
he had a vision even greater than LBJ. But he 
was best at story telling. When Hondo told a 
story, all of the other storytellers in Texas could 
take a rest, Hondo had the floor.

This story is one Hondo spun one winter morning as he warmed himself 
near the old potbellied stove in the Luckenbach bar. Now I was not there, 
I heard it from an old man that had second-handed ears and a checker-
board memory. There are a lot of holes in the story, in fact, it was practi-
cally all holes. But just perhaps, I can fill in the blanks and even add some 
of my own storytelling. I will give it my best effort.

According to Hondo, it all started when Hondo’s cousin from East Texas 
came by Luckenbach to visit. Seems he mentioned to Hondo that there 
was a great demand for chickens in the big cities and that Hondo need-
ed to get a start on everyone else and raise them commercially here in 
Gillespie County. Hondo, being just a hill country rancher, did not think 
too much of this suggestion from the knuckle-headed boy from back east. 
After all, no one in the county every raised any chickens to sell, it was just 
unheard of. Hondo had no experience with chickens, well, besides gath-
ering eggs with his grandmother, or kicking an occasional hen out of his 
path with his old dusty cowboy boots. But the chicken raising seed had 
been planted.

Hondo admitted he dwelled on the idea of being a chicken grower all 
winter and when spring approached, he thought more seriously about it. 
He thought perhaps he could start out real small and test the waters. But 
he knew he could not tell anyone of his plans, he certainly did not want 
to be labeled as the Gillespie County chicken rancher. Not yet anyhow, it 
could become rightly embarrassing.

That April, he set the chicken growing in motion. He went to the co-op 
and ordered 20 chicks. It was an experiment and he had to start small, 
very small. So while he waited for his feathered investment, he attached 
a disc to his Farmall cub tractor and broke ground just over the hill where 
no one could see it. He made a long row and then waited on the chicks.

About 4 days later the co-op called and according to Hondo, he quick-
ly had two cardboard boxes with cutout holes loaded in his old pickup 
bed, he was kinda excited about getting started. Again Hondo had no idea 
about raising chickens, but he had given some thought and he did have a 
plan. Growing chickens could not be that hard.

Hondo said he went directly to his out of the way garden and after some 
time, he had the twenty chicks planted in a long straight row. He had 
planted  each chick with only their heads sticking out. He was proud of his 
work, a straight line of yellow little fuzzy heads, all in straight in a row. He 
went on to say that he then pulled an old trailered water tank down the 
hill and watered each feathered plant. It was done. After one last glance, 
observing that all the fresh planted chicks held their heads high and all 
chirping ...he was confident that when he checked back on his chicken 
garden in a couple of days, some small feathery buds may already be seen 
reaching for the sun.

But alas, it was not to be.....days later he said, as he looked down upon 
the garden from the hill top and knew something was wrong. The little 
chicks heads were all laid over onto the freshly turned dirt. No movement 
and no sound. And the once fuzzy yellow tops were now bleached nearly 
white. Hondo knew his experiment had failed, all that he had planted was 
clearly dead.

Hondo said he started to give up, after all it was a crazy idea, at least for 
here in Gillespie County. But then he remembered helping his uncle Hugo 
planting flowers in the old stone flower bed in front of the local Lutheran 
church in Fredericksburg. He said he forgot what bulbs they were plant-
ing, but his uncle was adamant that they be buried upside down. So was 
that his mistake? He made the decision to have another go at it. He called 
the co-op and ordered 20 more chicks. His garden would come alive once 
again.

FINE PAYMENT (F)
Shumichael Moore, 233 Cherry Loop, Natch, LA - Exp MVI, TBS
Charles Newton, 926 Anita St, Natch, LA - Discharging Firearm
Jarvis O’Con, 525 Myrtle Dr, Natch, LA - NSB
Qynthia Phillips, 500 North St, Natch, LA - TBS
Brian Rachal, 110 Sycamore St, Natch, LA - DWI
Deandrea Petite, 157 Plantation Point, Natch, LA - (3) 
TBS (3) SCDP
Nicole Pikes, 1318 Henderson, Winnfield, LA - TBS
Yolanda Pitts, 618 Hwy 478, Natch, LA TBS
Joshua Purvis, 124 Kirby Rd, Verda, LA TBS
Thomasina Rachal, 119 Pecan Court, Natch, LA - No DL
Quinteris Robinson, 1221 Amulet St, Natch, LA - Exp MVI, Unlicensed 
Driver
Danny Slaughter, 212 Melissa Place, Natch, LA - (2) DP
Daphanie Sowell, 150 Paul Jordan Rd, Natch, LA - No DL, Flow of Traffic
Albert Stephens, 823 5th St, Natchitoches, LA - Switched Inspection 
Sticker
Jessie Stephens, 1431 Grace Ave, Natch, LA DWI
James Sylve, 815 Woodyard Dr. Apt 19, Natch, LA - DWI
Latasha Thompson, 833 Jordan St, Natch, LA - DP
Rachel Thompson, 125 Carver Dr, Leesville, LA - Delinquency of Juvenile
Tyrian Vanburen, 813 Williams Ave, Natch, LA - SPOM
Perry Willis, 843 Koonce St, Natch, LA - Resisting an Officer
William Woodworth, 41137 Rene Dr, Hammond, LA - Exp MVI
Jocelyn Wright, 819 Clarence Dr, Natch, LA - Follow to Close

TRIAL (T)
George Emmitt Jr, 918 Bayou Jacko St, Natch, LA - (2) TBS
Kizzy Sylve, 815 Woodyard Dr Apt. 26, Natch, LA - TBS
Stephen Triggs, 100 Lakeview Dr Apt 1005, Natch, LA - TBS
Vickie White, 1348 Hwy 71-84, Campti, LA - (2) Cruelty to Animals, Ra-
bies Vac
Leslie Williams, 38 Greenfield Dr, Monroe, LA - TBS
Randy Wilson, 1003 Old Bethel Rd, Natch, LA -TBS

DO YOU HAVE A 
WARRANT?

Natchitoches City Marshal Randy Williams would like to inform the 
following individuals that they have 
outstanding bench warrants through 
the Natchitoches City Marshal’s 
Office. Individuals listed did not pay 
their fines in full nor did they return 
to court on the court date they were 
sentenced to by City Court Judge Ga-
hagan. These individuals will need to 
clear up their fines and bench warrant 
fees at the City Marshal’s Office locat-
ed at 328 St. Denis Street. to stop any further actions.
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Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

Wheels & Rims Auto Repair

Below’s Automotive
740 Third Street

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-0947

Marvin Below
Danniell Below

Wheel Mounting
& Balance

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek 
to provide the people of this area with news 
and information about the current events and 
happenings in the categories of dining, enter-
tainment, sports and the arts, while providing 
a venue for retail and commercial establish-
ments, as well as local artisans, non-profit and 
service organizations to present themselves to 
the public. We also strive to feature some of 
the rich history and culture this area is partic-
ularly known for. 

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2019

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

Open Letter from
Natchitoches Councilman  
Russell Rachal
I am excited to announce my intent to seek 
re-election Natchitoches Parish Council represent-
ing District 5.

As a business owner, husband, father and current 
Council Member for District 5, I want the people 
to know that it has been my honor and privilege 
to serve you over the last three and a half years. If 
the good people of Natchitoches Parish will allow 
me, I look forward to four more years to represent 
you.

My areas of interest include continuing to find ways to get our roads 
fixed so that we can travel them without tearing our vehicles up and 
making it to our destinations safely, keeping the public informed of what 
is happening in their government, and spending the money that is in our 
care in a responsible manner.

When I first ran, I had observed that the Natchitoches Parish Govern-
ment had lost its way. Some people had good intentions, but the body 
was unable to act in a fashion that was productive for the parish. I saw 
opportunities in the parish had been squandered by trying to promote 
policies and ideas that simply were not right or had not been ap-
proached correctly.

I recognize that it’s important to conduct business legally and do the 
right thing because it’s impossible to do the right thing illegally.

The Council has escaped a reactive mode of handling problems created 
by members and former members of the jury/council. The Natchitoches 
Parish Government has an opportunity to be proactive, especially when 
it comes to finding new sources of funding for roadwork and other proj-
ects in the parish.  

As promised when I ran for this office in 2015, I will continue to be trans-
parent in all of my dealings, as I am representing you as your voice.
I have always been truthful with everyone that I have spoken with, and I 
pledge to continue to represent you in this same manner if re-elected.
I am asking for your continued support in the election on October 12, 
2019 by voting for me as your Council member for Natchitoches Parish 
Council District 5.

Thank you and God Bless,

Russell Rachal
318-652-0382     

Barbara Prescott Named 
University Registrar 

Barbara Prescott has been named Uni-
versity Registrar at Northwestern State 
University. Her appointment has been 
approved by the Board of Supervisors 
for the University of Louisiana System.

Prescott will supervise and manage the 
University Registrar’s Office including 
functions for student and faculty aca-
demic services, registration and grad-
uation, records, Veteran Affairs and 
NCAA Certification.

She has served as acting registrar since 
September 2018. Her responsibilities 

include supervising and managing all functions of the University Regis-
trar's Office, supervising and managing academic student records in the 
Bannersystem, supervising Banner security, authorizing access to the stu-
dent system, and coordinating the processes for the Curriculum Review-
Council and the production of the University Catalog.

(Continued on page 18)
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NEW PROGRAMS AVAILABLE FOR
MEDICARE & MEDICAID RECEIPIENTS

New programs in place for this year can help
you with not only MEDICAID BENEFITS but
also on DENTAL  and VISION.

Plus Two New Life Insurance Companies

Lock in your premium!
Lock in your coverage!

No Health Questions!

I WORK WITH MULTIPLE INSURANCE
COMPANIES AND WILL WORK FOR YOU!

CALL TODAY FOR

A FREE QUOTE:

318-652-0090
Richard Jacoby

Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Sheriff Victor Jones Injured 
in Farm Accident
Natchitoches Parish Sheriff Victor 
Jones Jr. was injured during a farm-
ing incident on Friday, July 19, 2019 
according to the Natchitoches Parish 
Sheriff’s Office.

On Friday morning, Sheriff Jones re-
ceived serious injuries to three fin-
gers while preparing some hay bailing 
equipment for a farming operation in 
south Natchitoches Parish.

Sheriff Jones was transported by fami-
ly members to Rapides Regional Med-
ical Center where he remained over-
night, had surgery this morning and is 
on his way home now.

We all know Sheriff Jones enjoys being outdoors when he is away from 
the office, farming, raising cattle and riding horses.

Sheriff Jones said he appreciates all the prayers, don’t expect him to be 
out of the office but for maybe a couple of days if that long and he loves 
the citizens of Natchitoches Parish for their concern.”

We respect the privacy of Sheriff Jones and his family and no further in-
formation will be released at this time.

AROUND THE TOWN REMEMBERS...

SIDNEY WILLIAMS BRIGHT

Sidney Williams Bright, was the co-owner of 
Bright and Son Laundry and Cleaners. His busi-
ness was located at 224 Amulet Street in Natchi-
toches, LA. He was married to Beatrice Williams 
of Bronson, Texas.

Their children are: Sidney Williams, Jr. who 
wed Etheline St. Andre (their children are Eliz-
abeth Ann, Rhonda Jean and Sarah Lou); Mary 
Francis Bright who wed Stephen Melou Brown, 
Jr. (their children are Stephen Melou III, Cher-
yl Anne and William Dudley). Mr. Bright, Sr., 
who was originally a native of Hemphill, Texas 
where he once served as Clerk of Court for Sa-
bine County. Mr. Bright was born on August 18, 
1897 in Texas.

He passed away in Natchitoches, La., on July 
17, 1970 at the age of 72. He was buried in the 
Memory Lawn Cemetery in Natchitoches. Mr. 
Bright’s father was a Sheriff in East Texas who 
was murdered while attempting to arrest a fugi-
tive wanted for two murders in Louisiana. 
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Upcoming Classes

14 hour: August 3rd
 September 7th

38 hour course will be added to 
the schedule.

Please call 
318-652-0382 or 318-652-0384

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you and to 
meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability. We have opened our 
new office and classroom at 335 South Drive in Natchitoches. This is next door to Fish-
er’s Sporting Goods in the Rivers Common Shopping Center. You can sign up for avail-
able classes by going online to www.platinumdrivingschool.org 

Thank you for your business and may God richly bless you!

Platinum Driving School
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
(318) 652-0382 or (318) 357-9417

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE 
IN NATCHITOCHES

Retail space in downtown Natchitoches
1816 sq. ft. for rent at 780 Front St., Unit #10

St. Denis Condos
For more information contact

Ronald D. Brandon
318-471-5075

We are now in business in
Coushatta!!!!!!!!

In addition to the dates given, someone can 
visit www.platinumdrivingschool.org to ob-
tain further information or to sign up. Our 
dates are listed at this website. 

COME SEE OUR
NEW LOBBY!

At                                    we have recently
remodeled our lobby/concession area and we

are very excited about it!
 

Don't worry, we still have the same delicious
popcorn and nachos, plus a new look to give

you a better movie experience! 
 

For more information on movie times and ticket prices, 
visit our website acadianacinemas.com 

or call our movie info line at (318) 352-5109. 

Parkway Cinema 6

Louisiana Stay-Cation - 
Marksville
by Patricia Mouton

Marksville is a small city in Avoyelles Parish.  Don’t 
you just love Louisiana’s small towns?  I do.  They 
are so full of the spirit and vibrant history that 
made them what they are today.  The residents are 
proud of their town’s history and what the area 
has to offer.  You will find a friendly smile and a 
good story or two.  This is where neighbors help neighbors. And that is 
what each Louisiana town and city are rooted in.   Marksville is exactly 
that.  It’s splashed with southern charm of a mixed of Cajun, Creole, and 
Native culture sprinkled with a little Spanish and French architecture in-
fluence.  

The Historians say that Marksville was founded by accident in 1790.  
Named after Marco Eliche, who was a Venetian peddler, traveling west 
with his goods when one of his wagon wheels broke.  He liked what he 
saw and decided to setup a trading post.  Other travelers eventually 
joined him and the small town of Marksville came to life.  

However, it was the Tunica-Biloxi Indian Tribes was one of the first to 
occupy the area.  Like Marco, they no doubt found that the rivers, bay-
ous and vast fertile forest and prairieland provided plentiful food and an 
excellent place to live.  The Tunica-Biloxi Tribe is a very strong present in 
Marksville today and they no doubt will continue to make Marksville a 
vibrant community into the future.  The Tunica-Biloxi Cultural and Educa-
tion Center Museum is a great place to get an inside peek at the tribe’s 
amazing history.  The museum will also touch on the 42 area Marksville 
State Historic Site also known as Marksville Prehistoric Indian Site where 
mounds are researched by archeologist documenting the lives that is be-
lieved to have lived in the area as far back as 1400 A.D.  Another must 
visit is the Hypolite Bordelon House Museum. It gives an excellent view of 
how pioneers of Marksville lived in the 1800s.  It opens a portal into the 
lives of the early Creole settlers.  There is even a chapel on the property.  
One cannot talk about Marksville without mentioning the Paragon Casino 
Resort.  The Paragon Casino Resort, with its Paragon Falcon dominating 
the front entrance, is a village in itself, with 4 restaurants, 3-screen cin-
ema, an alligator pond, and stores setup as a stroll along Royal Street in 
New Orleans.  

Marksville has unmatched opportunity to connect with nature between 
the Grand Cote Wildlife Refuge’s 6000-acres, Lake Ophelia National Wild-
life Refuge’s 17,500 acres, and Spring Bayou Wildlife Management’s 
12,506 acres.  From walks on the boardwalks and along paths to grabbing 
your camera for awesome photos.  There’s plenty of opportunities for 
hunting.  Be sure check out the laws and get your license.  All three are 
watched closely.  For the fisherman/woman at heart, the area provides 
amazing opportunities to cast your line out and reel back a great fish sto-
ry.  A great way to get an up-close view is a boat tour.   Visitor the camp-
grounds for a quick picnic or an overnight stay.  

Whatever your goal, Marksville will give you a week-
end of smiles, sure to have you walking away with 
a spring in your step and good memories in your 
pocket. 

To find out more about traveling our beautiful state, please visit
www.louisianatravel.com

Louisiana
Home
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Keeping You Informed And Healthy
“Because caring for you is what we do.”

 Michael Crawford, 
Dentist

Originally from:
Haughton, La

School: Louisiana State 
University

Services: Dentistry
Site: Tallulah

By: Carl I. Walters II., Chief Executive Officer, Outpatient Medical Center Inc.   

Dear Parish Families,

Outpatient Medical Center Inc. remains steadfast in our commitment to continually diversify our health system to meet our 
valued parish families integrated medical, dental and behavioral health service needs. We are now offering, CDL Services, 
EKG Services, Spirometry Services, Podiatry Services, Physical Therapy Services, Dentures, Partials, Bridges and Crowns 
enhanced Dental Services and Smoking Cessation and Substance Abuse Services. Additionally, we will soon roll out the 
offering of more diverse tele-Behavioral Health Services. For 42 years Outpatient Medical Center Inc. has been taking good 
care of our valued parish families and we encourage you to continue choosing Outpatient Medical Center Inc. for your 
family’s medical, behavioral and dental services needs. Because caring for you is what we do at Outpatient Medical Center 
Inc.!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Meet our dedicated clinicians: 

I/we encourage you to call us today at: Natchitoches Health Center 318-352-9299;  Leesville Health Center 337-238-1274; Tallulah Health Center 318-
574-1453

for a confidential appointment to help you take of you. Don’t have any money to pay for the visit? Not a problem. Because at Outpatient Medical Cen-
ter Inc., it’s not about the money. It’s about you and doing what we can to help you take good care of you and your family. We have and will continue 
to be the health system for good hardworking everyday people trying to do the best they can with what they have to do it with. As a former U.S. Naval 
Officer, one of the things I thoroughly enjoy about working at Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is just like in the military; we take care of our own – you 
(smile).  

Outpatient Medical Center Inc. is your community health center and on behalf of our Board of Directors and dedicated professional staff, I encourage 
more parish families to choose Outpatient Medical Center Inc. as your family’s primary care home. When you can receive outstanding medical care 
(to include Urgent Care) in a personal, professional, culturally-sensitive and cheaper fashion, doesn’t it just make good sense to do so (smile)? So pick 
up that phone to make an appointment with us or just walk-in and allow our gifted staff to take good care of you. Because caring for you is what we 
do at Outpatient Medical Center Inc. Be well; be informed; be in touch, be healthy and support your community health center. 

Brittany Procell, FNP
Originally from:
Natchitoches, La

School: Northwestern State 
University

Services: Family Medicine;
Site: Natchitoches

Kathy Corbin, FNP
Originally from:

Warren County, Ms
School: Hinds Community 
College and University of 

Mississippi
Services: Family Medicine

Site: Tallulah

Cliff Davis, Dentist
Originally from: California 

School: University of Califor-
nia Riverside, University of 

California Los Angeles
Services: Dentistry
Site: Natchitoches

Dr. Sunil, MD
Originally from: India

School: Grant Medical School and 
University of Tennessee

Services: Primary Care including 
dermatology, infectious disease, 

diabetes and hypertension.
Site: Leesville

Dr. Bates, Dentist
Originally from: Florida

School: Boston University and 
Meharry Medical College; 

Services: Dentistry
 Site: Leesville

Marry Lancaster, FNP
Originally from: Natchitoches, La
School: Louisiana State University

Services: Family Medicine
Site: Natchitoches (School Based)

Doris Kochinsky, Counselor
Originally from: Natchitoches, La

School: Northwestern State University 
and Louisiana State University

Services: Cognitive Behavior Therapy 
(Individual, group or family counseling) 

Site: Natchitoches

Margaret Cooper, Counselor
Originally from: Vicksburg, Ms
School: Alcorn State University

Services: Cognitive Behavior Therapy 
(Individual, group or family counseling)

Site: Tallulah

Karrah Clark, PNP
Originally from: Arkansas

School: University of Arkansas
Services: Pediatric Medicine

Site: Tallulah

Ashlee Morgan, FNP
Originally from: Florida

School: Florida Southern Col-
lege and South University
Services: Family Medicine

Site: Leesville

AJ, FNP
Originally from:

San Francisco, Ca
School: University of 

Nebraska and Community 
College of the Air Force

Services: Physician Assistant 
(Family Medicine)
Site: Leesville and

Natchitoches

Oghale Eleyae, DPM
School: Temple University, 
University of Texas Health 
Science Center and Barry 

University.
Services: Podiatry
Site: Natchitoches

Kendra Froemming, 
Counselor

Originally from:
Baton Rouge, La

School: Northwestern State 
University

Services: Counseling (Anger 
management, Addiction, etc.)

Site: Leesville

Vernon Mills,
Counselor

Originally from:
Baton Rouge

School: University of Louisi-
ana Monroe

Services: Alcohol and 
Substance Abuse, Gambling 

Addictions
Site: Leesville and

Natchitoches

Jeffery Jones Jr., 
Physical Therapist

Originally from:
Cloutierville, La

School: Louisiana State 
University and LSU Health 

and Science Center
Services: Physical Therapy

Site: Natchitoches

Carl I. Walters II.
Chief Executive Officer

Outpatient Medical 
Center Inc.



Page 16| Around The Town                      August 2019

GQ Fashions
hours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm
Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

Adidas & Nike Cleats
Dress Shirts & Vests

Men’s & Boy’s Suits
“If we don’t have what you need 

- we can order it”

Men’s 2 PC 
Suit

with Shirt 
& Tie

$149.99

8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

Rockin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

Robin

WHY ADVERTISE IN
AROUND THE TOWN?

We offer more coverage at lower 
cost than any other area media!

Contact Tommy O’Con
and set up an appointment to learn more!

(318) 471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

Lessons African
Americans Can Learn 
From Their Ancestors
by Edwin Crayton

1) Previous generations of African Americans 
valued the vote so much they were willing to die 
to get it. In the 1960s, one of the most danger-
ous things you could do was to register blacks 
to vote in the Deep South. Yet scores of young 
blacks, whites and other races from North and 
South did so anyway. Some were brutally murdered. Many volunteers 
were in high school and college. Today by contrast in many places African 
Americans do not bother to vote, even where their vote could obviously 
count a lot. For instance Natchitoches is predominately black. But in the 
last major election voter turnout was less than 15%.

2) Previous generations of African Americans valued education so much, 
not even Segregation prevented them from building colleges to educate 
their children. It is ironic that the great historically black colleges (HBCUs) 
were created during the earliest, most brutal part of Segregation.  Today 
many of these schools have earned good reputations and attract students 
of all races, often from around the world. But the point is, they were cre-
ated at a time when oppression of the race was greatest.

3) The blacks of the past valued their children and saw them as the 
future.  There was once a saying heard often in black communities in 
America. Parents would say, “I want you to do better than I did.” To prove 
they meant it, in general black families invested heavily in their children. 
Churches had training unions to teach them Christian values and how 
to live, love and help other people. Barely educated black women often 
scrubbed floors to pay for college tuition. The next generation did do bet-
ter.

4) Blacks of the past valued marriage. Up to the 1950s and 1960s, two 
parent homes were the norm. Today a black child has a 66% chance of 
being raised in a single parent home.

5) When they were shut out of opportunities, ancestors of blacks started 
their own companies, stores or social organizations. When white compa-
nies refused to service black people, blacks started their own version of 
that company. Ebony Magazine and Jet were both started by John John-
son to tell give black Americans a positive view of their lives.  Locally, Ben 
Johnson, founded Winnfield Funeral Home which gave African Americans 
decent burials.

6) Despite racism, blacks were willing to lay down their lives for America 
and even fought for the right to die for America. Yes, blacks were one of 
the few groups to actually have to fight for the right to fight and die in 
America’s wars. In 1948, they got full rights in the military when Presi-
dent Harry Truman signed into law a bill which ended discrimination the 
armed services.

7) Blacks of the past may have been less literate, but had much more bib-
lical literacy. Their subjects and verbs did not agree but they agreed with 
God. They read their Bibles and held them as a standard for how to live. 
Actually, biblical literacy and church attendance have been on the decline 
in America for decades and so blacks are just part of that trend. But as a 
result, there is less understanding of Christian values and that has led to 
strain in the relationship between many blacks and God. This in turn has 
affected how people in the black community live as it has impacted all 
Americans.

8) African American ancestors watched their words, avoiding profanity 
(at least in public) and were very conscious of presenting a positive im-
age of their race.  Perhaps, looking back, this was done to extremes and 
maybe they were overly worried about how white people saw them. But 
they had good reason. After all, images of blacks in media and on film 
were almost always negative and stereotypical. Yet these older genera-
tions of blacks tried to show respect for other blacks at least publically. In 
1941, when Hattie McDaniel won the first Oscar ever won by an African 
American for her brilliant performance in Gone with the Wind, in her ac-
ceptance speech she said “She hoped to be a credit to her race.” Contrast 
that to today when it is not uncommon for rappers and black stars to use 
the “N” word or curse in an interview. To be fair, vulgarity has become 
common to all races and it is a generational issue. (Continued on P. 18)
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VILLAGE OF ROBELINE
“Progress in the Making”

Monthly Update

Much progress has been made at the Robeline School Complex. Since our July report, the open air pavilion 
has been installed. The pavilion will be available for various type community events in the very near future. 
Village Officials have worked hard on this project that will provide activities for the entire family.

The newly installed open air pavilion is 50' wide x 85' long. Lighting will soon be added for night activities. 
The Village of Robeline purchased the pavilion from Tyler Building Systems in Texas. Shown in the photo is 
Robeline Mayor Bobby Behan who is happy to see all of the progress being made at the former school com-
plex. 

The site of the old Robeline High School and Cafete-
ria will be used as a basketball court.

The site of the old Robeline gynasium will be used for 
cornhole tournaments and a vollyball court.

Mayor Bobby Behan
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EVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken

Manufactured Home Service
35 Years Experience, Licensed and Insured

New Skirting & Home Relevels,
Doubles and Singles

Mark Megason
1869 Allen Beulah Road

Robeline, LA 71469
318-472-6800

JESUS CHRIST STILL SAVES Rom. 10:9-13

The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we 
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 spe-
cies of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kan-
garoos and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy 
goats and baby roos. You never know what you may find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-
on” with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We 
offer drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the 
comfort of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the 
petting zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!

Barbara Prescott Named 
University Registrar
(Continued from page 12)

Her job includes chairing several university committees including the Reg-
istration, Credits and Graduation Council, Grade Appeal Committee, Com-
mencement Committee, Registration Committee, Data Entry Standards 
Council and the Academic CalendarCommittee. 

Prescott supervises the collection and maintenance of grades, coordinates 
and produces the 14th-class day count and graduation count reports to 
theAdministration at NSU, the State Board of Regents and the Board of 
Supervisors. She assists faculty, staff and students through counseling, ad-
vising and the interpretation and enforcement of academic policies.

Prescott has nearly three decades of experience in the University Reg-
istrar’s Office. She was a University Records Analyst Coordinator from 
1990-2008 then served as Assistant to the Registrar for Student Services 
from 2008-2018.

Prescott earned a Bachelor of Science in Psychology along with a Master 
of Arts in Adult Education at Northwestern State.

Lessons African
Americans Can Learn 
From Their Ancestors
(Continued from page 16)

9) African Americans of the past saw God as their hope. From the 1600s 
when the tragedy of slavery began in America and on through Segrega-
tion, black people in general believed that faith in Christ, and obedience 
to a benevolent God was the path to freedom and salvation. To see this, 
you only have to look at the writings, speeches or songs that inspired the 
push to freedom. For instance The Black National Anthem has a memo-
rable lyric that says, “Lest our feet, stray from the places our God where 
we met thee. Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world we forget 
thee….Keep us forever in thy path we pray.  Or consider the black spiritual 
“The Lord will make a Way Somehow.” That title says it all.

10) God’s values were the values that mattered most. There is no doubt 
that blacks like any other group have failed to live up to God’s values. But 
in the past, biblical ideas were not questioned. But one side effect of the 
Civil Rights Movement was that it opened the door for radical religious 
concepts such as the Black Muslims and Black Supremacy Movements. 
Christian values were often portrayed as something inherited from white 
slave masters and so, therefore invalid. Most African Americans held to 
Christian values and remained in the church. Yet, that is changing as so-
cial movements such as LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) 
dispute biblical ideals, disagreeing with biblical marriage which says that 
God only approves of marriage between men and women. And hetero-
sexual fornication is widely accepted in the black community. It is one 
reason for the dramatic rise in single parent homes. Honor thy Father And 
Mother---One of the 10 Commandments, Exodus 20

Local shout outs: The Natchitoches Community Improvement Founda-
tion has six board seats available. This organization is court ordered to 
give 1.8 million to citizens of Natchitoches in areas of recreation, housing, 
economic development and education. To qualify you only need to be 
21 or older, live in the City of Natchitoches and not have a felony convic-
tion. Have your church or community organization send nominations to 
Natchitoches Community Improvement Foundation, P.O. Box 606, Natchi-
toches, LA 71458. Do it now. Next meeting will be October 8, 2019, 7pm 
at First Baptist Church, 1116 Amulet, and Natchitoches. Meeting is open 
to public.

Kids will enjoy 22:6 Program’s Basketball and Bible Study on July 24, 4pm 
to 5:30 Pm at Martin Luther King Jr. Recreation Center. Call 1-318-623-
2466.
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406 Pelican Drive, Pineville, LA 71360
318-730-6705

“Where the Love of God Dwells...”

ORDER OF SERVICES
Intercessory Prayer • Tuesday, 7pm

Bible Study • Thursday, 7pm
Sunday School • 10am

Sunday Worship • 12 Noon

“Come and get your New Start”Pastor
Amos T. Brown

Elect Lady
Carla Brown

Plumbing, llC
O’bannOn

glen O’bannOn, Owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044

“Birds In the Library”
by Junior Johnson 

I was a mean and horrible fifteen-year old.  As 
the old saying goes, “You are who you run with”.  
Well, I didn’t run with, but was followed by class-
mates that were just like me.  We just couldn’t 
figure out who could be considered the “Big, Bad, 
Leader”.  That role changed often.

Got your attention yet?  Well, my little rag-tag 
group of friends and classmates at Cloutierville 
High School in the mid 60’s were more like choir 
boys when compared to some of the youngsters today.  We were mischie-
vous but not mean by today’s standards.

I have to relate a funny little story that took place near the end of our 
junior year of high school.

We finished our day of classes with physical education in an old gymna-
sium that had extremely high walls and windows all around the rafters.

As we conducted our exercises Coach Mark had designed for us, we 
couldn’t help but notice what appeared to be a bird nest in the rafters.  
There was a couple of young hatchlings trying to get their wings as they 
left their nest.  Unfortunately, they did not succeed and plunged to the 
gymnasium floor. Surly I was not the one, you know how time distorts the 
facts, but for the sake of this little story, let’s just say that it was me.

I walked over and picked up the dead birds and put them in my pocket.  To 
dispose of them properly you might think?  Absolutely not.

After we showered and dressed, my classmates and I retired to the Library 
for study hall and to await the final bell to go home.  I still had the birds.

Our biology teacher was a wonderful lady, but as most youngsters are, we 
thought she was horrible.  Making us study, do homework, and worst of 
all, pay attention in class.  How terrible?  Imagine that.

As I gathered my partners-in-crime at a back table a plan was taking place.  
This was a Friday evening and we had the whole weekend for other ad-
ventures.  There was no air conditioning in the old school building, and 
the thought of that creating any problem never crossed our minds.

I quietly told the guys that we would put the birds behind a row of books 
as we left the room at final bell.  Everyone was on board with this and 
thought it was a genius plan.  We could finally get back at our biology 
teacher who also served as librarian, so, as we left the room I deposited 
the birds behind some books as we headed for our respective school bus-
es.  We could not believe how clever we were.

On Monday morning when my bus pulled up to the front of the school 
building, it seemed as though half of the student and teacher population 
were standing around outside.  As I departed my bus I then understood 
why.

The stench was horrible, even outside the building.  Those dead and de-
caying birds that were left behind those books over the weekend with 
temperatures nearing 100 degrees, had filled the entire building with that 
smell, and it was unbearable once inside.

The principal had already contacted a pesticide company to come and 
find the source of the smell.  It did not take them long to zero in on the 
library, and then find the source of the problem.

Needless to say, seeing what 
was going on was too much 
for us to handle, and me be-
ing the ringleader, I called my 
cohorts aside, and we decid-
ed to confess.  On the one 
hand, we were commended 
for our honesty, on the other, 
I leave it to you to determine 
what our punishment was.
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Magnolia Lace Boutique

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Come Tan With Us
Best Tanning Bed Around

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

5 Sessions • $15
10 Sessions • $30

Unlimited Sessions • $45/mo.

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales Manager

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, Hamilton

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS

Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney C. Abington
Rodney@aapestsolutions.com

141 Cassidy Lane
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)
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Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners

Uncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

Add beauty and value to your home 
with the professional installation of 

seamless aluminum gutters.

Wide Choice

of Colors

Benny Kilgore (318) 471-8997

Josh Kilgore (318) 471-9333

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

We offer gutter cleaning

Sabine Parish School
District Hit the Hardest in 
Cyber Attack
An active investigation is happening now in Louisiana. Tech experts are try-
ing to figure out who’s behind a recent malware attack targeting schools.
Yesterday, Governor John Bel Edwards issued a statewide emergency dec-
laration after three north Louisiana school systems were affected by the 
malware attack.

The declaration allows local governments to work with cyber security ex-
perts from the Louisiana National Guard, Louisiana State Police, and the 
Office of Technology Services to resolve and prevent future attacks. This 
is the first time an emergency declaration was issued statewide because 
of a cyber security concern.

(Continued on Page 23)

Human Remains Found in 
Wooded Area Near
Natchitoches

Human remains have been found in a wooded area off of Johnson Chute 
Road near Natchitoches according to Natchitoches Parish Sheriff Victor 
Jones Jr.

On Thursday afternoon July 18 at approximately 2:29pm, Natchitoches 
Parish Sheriff’s Deputies and members of the Natchitoches Parish Cor-
oner’s Office responded to a 911 call of possible human remains discov-
ered by loggers in a thick wooded area off of Johnson Chute Road near 
Natchitoches, La.

Deputies say upon their arrival, the logging crew showed them the loca-
tion of the remains. Detectives assigned to the NPSO Criminal Investiga-
tions Division were notified and responded. Natchitoches Parish Deputy 
Asst. Coroner Steven Clanton confirmed the remains as human. Accord-
ing to Asst. Coroner Clanton it appears the remains had been in the area 
for several months.

Chief of Patrols Doug Rachal said deputies and the coroner’s office 
searched the area for approximately two hours this afternoon looking for 
any evidence or clues to identify the remains or manner of death.

The remains will be transported by the coroner’s office to the LSU Fo-
rensic Anthropology and Computer Enhancement Lab in Baton Rouge for 
DNA analysis and further forensic testing for identification. Chief of Inves-
tigations Greg Dunn said the remains were found approximately 1-mile 
west of La. Hwy 1 in a wooded area.

This area is in close proximity where deputies and volunteers searched 
the area by ground, air and water on three separate occasions during the 
early part of this year for Donnie Collins Jr., 44, of Natchitoches who was 
reported missing by family members on December 11, 2018. Collins pick-
up truck had been found on La. Hwy 1 near Johnson Chute Road involved 
in a single-vehicle crash.

At this time the remains discovered have not been identified. Laboratory 
analysis testing will have to be completed before a positive identification 
can be made.

We will update the public as this information becomes available. Detec-
tives did speak with Collins family notifying them of the findings.
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COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • 

Seafood • Steak Fingers • Hand Battered 
Onion Rings • Livers • Breast Filets • 

Much, Much More

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm

Call In Orders 
To Go

256-3953

105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

THE INK SPOT
510 university Parkway

natChitOChes, la 71457

beCky Or larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

Cane River NHA Mourns 
Passing of Former
President and CEO Cynthia 
Sutton

Cane River National Heritage Area, Inc. (CRNHA, Inc.) mourns the loss of 
Cynthia Sutton, 68, retired President and CEO of Cane River National Her-
itage Area, Inc., who passed away peacefully on July 24, 2019 in Strong-
hurst, Illinois.

“The Cane River National Heritage Area, Inc. board of directorsand em-
ployees are saddened by the passing of Cynthia—a passionate advocate 
for the preservation of Cane River’s diverse culture and heritage resourc-
es. Through her drive and leadership, Cynthia was instrumental in building 
innovative private public-partnerships across the region, including with 
two of the region’s most prized attractions, the Los Adaes State Historic 
Site and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Grand Ecore Visitor Center,” 
said Rebecca Blankenbaker, CRNHA, Inc. Executive Director. “Even after 
her retirement, Cynthia remained a close friend and mentor to me, the 
organization, the community and our partners. Her tireless drive, compas-
sion and humility were cornerstones of her leadership and live on in our 
organization’s values to this day.”

A native of Illinois, Cynthia Gittings married James Sutton on June 2, 1969 
in Richmond, VA. The couple later divorced. They are the parents of two 
daughters. Sutton graduated from Dallas City High School in 1968 from 
Carl Sandburg College in 1981 and from Western Illinois University with 
a Masters of Arts degree in 1990. She accepted an internship with the 
Illinois State Archives then later accepted a position with the Center for 
American Archaeology. She resigned as director and moved to Wolfeboro, 
NH where she was the director of the Wright Museum of World War II His-
tory. She left New Hampshire in 2006 and became the director of the Cane 
River National Heritage Area in Natchitoches, LA in 2007.  

During her tenure Sutton worked tirelessly to build relationships with local 
partners, like the City of Natchitoches, serving as Chair of the Natchitoches 
Tricentennial Commission and sharing her expertise on numerous City ini-
tiatives like the Natchitoches Parks Initiative in 2016-2017 and the Natchi-
toches Riverbank Redevelopment Project. Cynthia retired from Cane River 
National Heritage Area in August 2018.

Throughout her career Sutton was the recipient of many awards and rec-
ognitions, but was proudest of the Key to the City of Natchitoches that was 
presented to her by Mayor Lee Posey at her retirement ceremony.

Cynthia was preceded in death by her parents Roger W. and Martha Jean 
(Ollis) Gittings and her grandparents Guy H. and Thelma Ollis.

She is survived by one brother, two daughters Samantha (Douglas) Ross of 
Hope Mills, NC and Jillian (Joey) Bundy of Terre Haute, Illinois. Two grand-
children Madalyn Ross and Matthew Bundy and two nephews.

A private memorial ceremony will be held in Natchitoches, LA. A Memorial 
has been established for PAWS Animal Shelter in Ft. Madison, IA.

Cynthia Sutton presenting at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Grand 
Ecore Visitor Center in 2018. Sutton was a strong advocate for creat-
ing unique private public partnerships in the Cane River region. Photo 
courtesy of Cane River National Heritage Area, Inc.
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80 Indigo Circle,
Toledo Bend LA

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

2017 Model Double Wide
4 BD 2 BA 1872 sq ft +/- on a 

1.08 ac +/- waterfront lot
Candice S. Wilson, Listing Agent 

318-564-1985
Ronald D. Brandon, Broker 

318-256-6410

318.256.6410
318-256-0775

Lee Lee’s
Children’s

Boutique
Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

1013 N. Main St., Zwolle, LA

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

Indoor Shopping
VENDORS WELCOME

CALL 409-625-1606

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT   LOCATION   FOR
 GARAGE   SALES

FRIDAY -  SUNDAY • 9  to  5

Southern Belle
HAIR SALON

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318) 352-8650
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

Sabine Parish School
District Hit the Hardest in 
Cyber Attack
(Continued from Page 21)

Col. Ed Bush with the Louisiana National Guard said the malware attack 
started around the 12th of this month. He said the Sabine Parish School 
District took the hardest hit. Col. Bush said the school district reported 
early on, that nearly all of their data was encrypted. Emails couldn’t be 
sent, phones wouldn’t dial, and printers wouldn’t print. Bush said the 
Monroe School District was less impacted. The Morehouse School District 
had what Bush called a “relatively low” impact. Also, they already had a 
duplicate system set up, meaning a lot of important files were saved else-
where. Bush said the attack seems to be email based.

Bush also isn’t sure if a ransom is involved in this attack, that’s still being 
investigated. “We have teams headed to Sabine to try to help them recre-
ate and stand up their network. And, in many cases you have to start from 
scratch all over again so no, this is very much a current ongoing event as 
we speak,” said Bush.

Bush said this attack is probably not a big threat for homeowners, instead 
for large entities like businesses. The governor’s office says, the emergen-
cy declaration will remain in effect until August 21st.

When the Bossier Parish School District was ask how they would handle 
a similar attack, They responded with this statement, “Bossier Schools 
takes proactive measures to mitigate the risk of cyber attacks and active-
ly monitors our technology network. We have not seen any indications 
of activity consistent with the recent malware attacks in nearby school 
districts. In light of these attacks, Bossier Schools has taken the opportu-
nity to remind our employees to be vigilant and mindful of any suspicious 
email they may receive via parish accounts”.

Safety Among Central Fire 
District Top Priority
by Central Fire District

Central Sabine Fire Chief Scott Gowen has announced that the board 
passed a measure to allow two part-time positions in the district, which 
will fill a much-needed hole in fire protection.

The two positions will be ten hours per day, Monday through Friday when 
most volunteers are working. “We want to make sure that all calls go an-
swered,” Gowen said.  “We treat alarms and fires the same, so not an-
swering an alarm is as serious as not answering a fire.

He points to historically low numbers of volunteers, which is affecting vol-
unteer fire departments as a whole across the board. To pay the employ-
ees, money will be moved from their equipment testing fund. 

“The two new employees will be testing hoses and equipment at the sta-
tion but will be immediately available to answer any calls that come in,” 
Gowen said. Those who are staffing the stations will be existing firefight-
ers, who may work offshore or be retired.        (Contineud on Page 24)
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Consignment
New and Pre-Owned 

Furniture
Antique • Collectibles

Dining Tables
Bedroom Furniture

Home Decor
(12 months same as cash, with approved credit)

Shipping available on certain items.

STORE HOURS
10 to 6 Weekdays
10 to 4 Saturday
Closed Sunday

NAME BRANDS
Ashley, Drexel,
Thomasville &

Freedom

129 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

(Next to Taco Bell)

318-238-4600
Online Shopping at 

www.hometownconsignment.com

Federal Tax Cuts will
Lower SWEPCO Customers 
Bills

Average SWEPCO customers will see their monthly bills decline more than 
$13 per month for the next three months due to lower federal taxes paid 
by SWEPCO, according to a news release from Public Service Commission-
er Foster Campbell.

An average SWEPCO residential customer using 1,282 kilowatt-hours will 
receive a credit of $13.62 on their August, September and October elec-
tric bills.

Extending the benefit, average SWEPCO bills for November 2019 through 
July 2020 will reflect reductions of $3.03 each month.
 
The overall impact is a reduction of $24.4 million for SWEPCO’s 231,000 
Louisiana customers. Exact impacts for customers will be based on their 
individual consumption.

“I am happy that we were able to translate these tax cuts into lower 
SWEPCO bills during the hot summer months, when they would have the 
greatest impact,” Campbell said.

Congress enacted the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act in December 2017. The law 
reduced the U.S. corporate income-tax rate from 35 percent to 21 percent 
for many corporate taxpayers effective in January 2018.
 
Investor-owned utilities regulated by the LPSC were required to adjust 
their rates to reflect the lower tax rate and refund any taxes collected 
before the rates were adjusted.

On Wednesday the LPSC voted with Campbell to pass the bulk of the TCJA 
savings on to SWEPCO ratepayers over a three-month period.  SWEPCO 
President and Chief Operating Officer Malcolm Smoak said customers will 
see a “TCJA Refund” line item on their bills starting next month.

“We are pleased to pass along these substantial tax-related savings to 
Louisiana customers,” Smoak said.

Campbell said savings from the federal tax cuts are being shared with 
customers of SWEPCO, CLECO, Entergy, CenterPoint Energy Arkla, Atmos 
Energy and other utilities regulated by the Louisiana PSC.

Safety Among Central Fire 
District Top Priority 
(Continued from Page 23)

Gowen states that this is an unprecedented move for the parish, but a 
necessary one.

The equipment the part time employees will service is also important, as 
some of their safety equipment is going on 30 years old and failing. Just 
a breathing apparatus can be $6,600 for one truck.  A full update would 
run at around $633,000.  Shreveport donated 48 of he units to the de-
partment, but they’re 20 years old and also on their way out of service.  A 
truck itself can be $300,000.

“This is a critical point,” Gowen says.  “Public safety is our number one 
priority, and we want to make sure lives and property are protected.”
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Around the Town Marketplace

Place your order by calling
(318) 471-6948

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!
(Items shipped directly to customers)

Around the Town Marketplace

Great Items – Great Value
Sale Prices Good Through August 31, 2019

French Fry and Vegetable Cutter 
(ITEM #KTFFCTR)

Julienne in a jiffy with this lever-op-
erated Maxam® Vegetable Cutter 
tool, creating even cuts of a variety 
of vegetables. The Maxam® French 
Fry and Vegetable Cutter makes 
short work of creating your favor-
ite sweet potato or russet fries, and 
quickly slices other vegetables for 
the party dip tray. Features stain-
less steel construction, suction 
base, and 2 sizes of cutting grids. 
Measures 9-3/4" x 5" x 3-1/2". Gift 
boxed. 

    SALE PRICE $25 REG. PRICE $39

3’ x 5’ United States Flag (ITEM 
#GFLGP35)

Features 100% polyester material 
and 2 grommets. Carded. 

   SALE PRICE $6         REG. PRICE $10

Maxam® Knife Set with Cutting 
Board (ITEM #CT82MB)

Set includes: chef’s knife, slicer, 
boning knife, utility knife, and par-
ing knife; all are housed in a col-
or gift Box with magnetic closure 
with cutting board and sharpening 
steel. Gift Box Measures 14-3/4” x 
10-3/4” x 1-7/16” Limited lifetime 
warranty 

    SALE PRICE $20        REG. PRICE $39

Chef’s Secret® 8pc 8-1/2” Steak 
Knife Set (ITEM #CTCS8)

Each steak knife features a surgi-
cal stainless steel edge that never 
needs sharpening and a polypro-
pylene, dishwasher-safe, sanitary 
handle. For the busy woman or man 
who crams 30 hours into a 24-hour 
day, these dishwasher-safe knives 
will be a lifesaver. Limited lifetime 
warranty. $24.00 Open Stock Value. 
Gift boxed.

SALE PRICE $15        REG. PRICE $24

    Maxam® 3pc Small Household 
Scissor Set (ITEM #CTSCHS3)

The Maxam® 3pc Small Household 
Scissor Set is one of our custom-
er favorites. A must-have kitchen 
utensil for opening food packages, 
and an indispensable tool for the 
home office, sewing or craft room, 
you’ll buy more than one set be-
cause this scissor set is so versa-
tile. Soft-touch handles offer a safe, 
comfortable grip. Set includes an 
8-1/2” pair of scissors and 2 pairs 
of scissors measuring 5-1/8” each. 
Limited lifetime warranty. Color 
card. 

    SALE PRICE $10        REG. PRICE $13

12-Bulb LED Desk Lamp (ITEM 
#ELDSKLT)

Features adjustable head. Requires 
3 AA batteries (not included). Mea-
sures 7-7/8” x 3” x 4-1/4”. Gift 
boxed. 

   SALE PRICE $11       REG. PRICE $15

300,000V Stun Gun and Flashlight 
with Sheath (ITEM #ELSTUN)

Increase your sense of personal se-
curity in virtually any situation with 
the Maxam® 300,000V Stun Gun 
and Flashlight with Sheath. Device 
can be used as stun gun or flash-
light, with genuine leather sheath 
included for storage and easy carry. 
Requires 9V alkaline battery (not in-
cluded). Measures 5-1/2” x 1-3/4” 
x 7/8”. Gift boxed. 

    SALE PRICE $25       REG. PRICE $32

Deluxe Cleaning Kit in Wood Case 
(ITEM #SPGUNCLN)

Clean your arsenal and keep your 
gear in top shape with the Classic 
Safari™ Deluxe Cleaning Kit in Wood 
Case. This set features 10 phosphor 
bronze brushes for cleaning 10/12 
Ga, 20/28 Ga, .410 bore, .44/.45, 
.357/.38/9mm, .30, .40/10mm, 
.22, .17, and .270/.280; 5 cleaning 
mops for 10/12 Ga, 20/28 Ga, .410 
bore, .357/.38, and .22; a shotgun 
patch puller, and rifle patch puller. 
Includes a 3pc rod with assembly 
for .17 caliber rifle and up, pistol 
or shotgun. Cleaning rod adapters 
included. All enclosed in a 12-1/8” 
x 7-3/4” x 1-5/8” wood case with 
brass-tone hinges and latch. 

SALE PRICE $25   REG. PRICE $39

Apple Peeler/Corer/Slicer (ITEM 
#KTAPPLE)

Peel, core, and slice an apple in sec-
onds with the Maxam® Apple Peel-
er/Corer/Slicer. It will take longer 
for the pie to bake than it will take 
you to prepare the filling with this 
versatile Maxam® kitchen tool. Fea-
tures a suction base, razor-sharp 
stainless steel blades, chrome-plat-
ed winding rod, screw-on handle, 
and 3-prong extension. Measures 
12” x 5” x 4-1/2”. Gift boxed.

SALE PRICE $15    REG. PRICE $25

Decorative Lockback Knife (ITEM 
#SKWLFBX)

This unique Maxam® Decorative 
Lockback Knife is a prime display 
item for nature and outdoor en-
thusiasts. The wolf art on both the 
knife and the box will captivate and 
intrigue admirers. Features stain-
less steel honed blade, Leymar™ 
handle with wolf inlay and display 
box with inset wolf image. Knife 
measures 4-1/8” closed, 7” open. 
Box measures 5-1/8” x 3-1/4” x 
1-1/4”. Limited lifetime warranty. 
Gift boxed. 

   SALE PRICE $12   REG. PRICE $17

3pc Liner Lock Knife Set (ITEM #SK-
LWCAM3)

One knife set with so many uses. 
The Maxam® 3pc Liner Lock Knife 
Set is packed in a blow-molded case 
for easy storage and protection 
when not in use. Each knife features 
textured matte finish camo han-
dles and black, non-glare blades. 
Knives equipped with a thumbstud 
for easy one-hand opening, and a 
clip. Knives measure 4-1/2” closed. 
Two measure 7-5/8” open and one 
measures 7-7/8” open. Limited life-
time warranty. 

    SALE PRICE $25    REG. PRICE $35
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318-471-6948   aroundthetownla@aol.com
DISTRIBUTED MONTHLY AT 160+ LOCATIONS

ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR!
10,000 FREE PRINT EDITION DISTRIBUTED EACH MONTH

FREE ONLINE EDITION UPLOADED ON THE FIRST OF EACH MONTH

BUSINESS REVIEW SIZE
4.5” W X 2” H

$60 FOR ONE MONTH
$40/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/8 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 4”H

$80 FOR ONE MONTH
$60/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/4 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 8”H

$180 FOR ONE MONTH
$150/MONTH W/12 MONTH

CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/2 PAGE SIZE
HORIZONTAL • 10”W X 8”H

VERTICAL • 5”W X 16”H 
$300 FOR ONE MONTH

$250/MONTH W/12 MONTH
CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

FULL PAGE SIZE
10“W X 16”H

$575 FOR ONE MONTH
$450/MONTH W/12 MONTH

CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

Natchitoches Parish - Sabine Parish - Vernon Parish

ADVERTISE!
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Magnolia Lace Boutique
where every lady leaves feeling like a southern belle!

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-
       attach 6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

Finest Memorials Since 1965 
Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of  North America

Member American Institute of  Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

place youR oRdeRs noW
318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
              Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

New Louisiana Child
Safety Seat Law Takes
Effect August 1

Louisiana’s new child safety seat law goes into effect August 1st, and na-
tional safety experts say the new regulations are the best in the country.  
State Police Lt. Nick Manale says the new laws reflect some of the best 
practices that safety experts have been pushing for years. “All the guide-
lines can be found on our Facebook page, our website, and most impor-
tantly, the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission’s page,” said Manale.

The new law requires anyone under 13 to ride in the backseat.  Manale 
says the idea behind the law isn’t to add any more grief or inconvenience 
for parents but to keep kids in protective categories even longer. “That’s 
going to be the trend that you see with the changes in the guidelines.  We 
want to keep children rear-facing for longer, we want to keep children 
in that five-point harness and that forward-facing seat for longer,” said 
Manale.

Manale says for many years the state had fallen behind on the trends of 
car seat safety, but firmly believes the new law is changing that. “Working 
closely with the University Medical Center in New Orleans, the Louisiana 
Highway Safety Commission, and everyone who has such an important 
role and to this bill here are really happy to see that we are promoting 
best practices,” said Manale.



The 3rd Wish
by Patricia Mouton

As she strolled amongst the quaint shops 
on Main Street, she glances in the window 
admiring the items each store has to offer.  
Yet, nothing seemed to hold her interest 
enough, today, to pull her into a store.  
Lacy decided to come downtown to take 
stroll on this lazy afternoon.  One of her 
favorite Sunday afternoon activities is to 
wander in and out of the shops exploring, 
then ending at the little café for what she called a well-desired cup of tea 
and scone.

Something keeps drawing her further down the street. At a crossway, a 
store on the side street catches her attention.  It was a used book store 
she hadn’t noticed before. How had she not seen it.  She loves book 
stores.  Without hesitation, she pushes open the door and steps in.  

She’s not sure how long she has been in the store going down each aisle 
and scrutinizing each shelf.  This was the perfect place to spend an hour 
or two.  Toward the back of the store, items weren’t as organized.  There 
were books tossed on the shelves haphazardly.  Normally, she would have 
bypassed such a mess, but not today.  She starts moving the books around 
to view their titles, when her hand landed upon the book, ‘Aladdin and 
the Magic Lamp’.  It was beautiful.  The illustrations were exquisite and 
the lettering were in an elegant fine script.  There was just something 
about this book, almost like it vibrated in her hands.  Lacy couldn’t put it 
down. She had to have it. 

Walking to the front hoping it was affordable, she addresses the store 
owner, “how much is this book?” He dismissed it, “that is a children’s 
book, it has no value.  Can I interest you in a classic?” waving his arm to-
ward the shelf containing some well-known literary classics.

Confused, since in her world, Aladdin is a classic. “Are you saying the book 
isn’t for sell?” 

“You don’t want that old used thing.” He waves a dismissive hand.

She raises her left eyebrow musing Aren’t all the books in here old and 
used. She squares her shoulder, “I want the book.”

“Yeah, yeah. Okay, fine,” sounding as if she was wasting his time. He toss-
es out, “Then $10.00.”

She quickly lays down ten dollars on the counter and exits before he could 
change his mind.

Lacy forgoes her usual visit to the café, and instead heads home.  She was 
anxious to exam her new discovery more closely.  

Once home, she hurries inside taking only long enough to kick off her 
shoes, throw her purse on the table and settle down comfortably on the 
sofa.  Lacy starts at the front cover and turn each page slowly admiring 
each page with glee.  She can’t believe her luck in finding this gem.  To-
ward the middle of the book, Lacy comes across an envelope with the 
words ‘The Magic Lamp’ on the front. She opens it, tilts it over and out 
drops a coin.

The coin looks old with an old oil lamp stamp 
on the front identical to the one illustrated 
in the book.  On the back, there are words 
she doesn’t recognize with 3 horizontal lines 
below the words. 

She keeps flipping it back and forth.  “I wish 
I know what the words meant.” She says soft 
to herself.  And with that, the wording turns to English. ‘This coin will 
grant you 3 wishes.’ 

“3 wishes!” she jumps up off the sofa, her heart beating wildly.  She looks 
down at the coin in her hand and notices one of the horizontal lines has 
disappeared.  “Oh no, oh no.  I think just used a wish.” She closes her 
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Fiction-Ally eyes, “I wish I hadn’t done that.” 

The coin vibrates and another one of the horizontal line disappears, while 
the additional words ‘Be careful what you wish for. You cannot un-wish a 
wish’ appear.

“One wish left.  I have to think this through.”  She grabs a pen and paper 
and sits next to the book.  “With just 1 wish, what would I wish for.”  Lacy 
starts her list: 1) a new wardrobe, 2) new furniture, 3) a big beautiful 
home on a lake, 4) A new car. She smiles and changes it to 2 new cars.  5) 
Money.  “That would be the most sensible – right.  Then I could buy the 
car and the house, furniture and the clothes.”  Lacy sets down her pen.  
In that moment, she knows what she is going to wish for.  It is what she 
has always wanted and prayed for.  She picks up the coin and wishes her 
3rd wish.

“I wish for a life filled with love.” The coin shimmers in her hand.  It glows 
for a few seconds, then returns to its original state.  

Lacy sighs, “It is done.” Or so she hoped.  

Within minutes her phone rings.  “Lacy Stewart, we’d like to congratulate 
you.  You are the winner of our Summer Sweepstakes, which includes a 
home on Lake Spring and a brand-new SUV.” Not believing what she was 
hearing, “Is this for real?”  And the reply is “You bet it is. We will give you 
all the details in person.”  Once all details and appointment was settled, 
Lacy sits back, reeling from the recent turn of events.  Just to be sure, she 
googles the company and finds they are legit and their Summer Sweep-
stakes was to be drawn today.

“Hot-diggety-dog!” she yells, jumping to her feet and does a little jig just 
as there is a knock on the door. She throws the door open to find 3 people 
standing with balloons, roses and a big check. “Congratulation, you’ve 
just won the grand prize!”  Cheers come from behind the presenters were 
from her friend and her sisters, she hadn’t seen in a while.  “We were 
contacted to help present the prize.  Isn’t this great!”

Still holding the coin, she looks down at it, and the words have changed 
to “You’ve wished well. May all your wishes come true.”



Page 29| Around The Town                      August 2019

Let’s Sudoku!

CROSSWORD
Color Me Happy
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552
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LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

The Fisherman’s Galley
1439 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449

Mon-Sat • 81m-10pm
Sun • 8am-2pm

Terry & Pam Tedder
Owners (318) 256-0757

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER
LeChic Salon/Barber

99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA
318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by Rick Zelle

From the World’s Most Beautiful
and Expensive Woods

604 Keyser Avenue
Natchitoches, LA 71457 318-354-7772

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

THE INK SPOT
510 university Parkway

natChitOChes, la 71457

beCky Or larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

AUTO GLASS REPLACEMENT & REPAIR

P & J Embroidery & Monogramming

604 Keyser Ave., Natchitoches, LA

(318) 354-7772

M a i n  S t r e e t
B a r b e r  a n d  B e a u t y

Haircuts $12 
Deep Tissue Massage for Chronic Pain

(30 min. or 1 hour available)

560 W. Main Street, Many, LA 71449

For appointments call 318-256-5791

Robbin Meshell, LMT #LA3698, Barber & Cosmetologist

At  H om e  D a y c a re
C H I L D  C A R E  A V A I L A B L E

M o n d a y  -  S a t u r d a y
( 6  a m  -  6  p m )

A l l  M e a l s  a n d  S n a c k s  P r o v i d e d
R E F E R E N C E S  A V A I L A B L E

C a l l  S t a c i e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n
3 1 8 - 6 0 9 - 8 3 4 4

Natchitoches, LA

Pressure Washing Service
318-521-3140

Anthony Parrie, Owner/Operator
ABV Pressure Washing Services LLC

abvservicesllc@gmail.com



First Day Of Class 
August 19th

FORK-EM 
DEMONS!
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST
Duke TIP rep visits
ADVANCE

Paris Andrew, director of Partnerships and Engagement for Duke Univer-
sity’s Talent Identification Program (Duke TIP), visited the Northwestern 
State University campus last week to experience the daily operation of 
the ADVANCE Program for Young Scholars, a collaboration with DUKE TIP 
for 31 years.

Andrew joined staff and students in the cafeteria for lunch where she 
visited with several faculty members and learned of their professional 
backgrounds. She visited several classes and was impressed with aca-
demic programming and the number of ADVANCE Program courses in-
cluded in an articulation agreement with Northwestern State. She then 
toured NSU’s campus including A. A. Fredericks Auditorium, the host site 
for the annual Louisiana Recognition Ceremony for 7th grade Duke TIP 
participants, and Magale Recital Hall, the venue for ceremonies and the 
talent show. According to Harriette Palmer, ADVANCE Program Associate 
Director, she was amazed with the modern functionality and cleanliness 
of University Place 2, and the residence hall’s amenities, including the 
pool, sand volleyball court and clubhouse available to ADVANCE students. 
NSU’s ADVANCE Program for Young Scholars is a three-week academic 
summer program for gifted students ages 12 – 17 that was held July 7-27. 
Student enroll in one course of intense and demanding study. The resi-
dential life portion of ADANCE is vital to the program, offering balanced 
recreational and social activities to complement the intensive academic 
curriculum. The ADVANCE Program has built up a host of traditions and 
a strong community of staff and students that keep ADVANCE returning 
year after year. 

For more information on ADVANCE, visit http://advance.nsula.edu, or call 
318-357-4500.

Paris Andrew, director of Partnerships and Engagement for Duke Universi-
ty’s Talent Identification Program, right, visited the ADVANCE program for 
young scholarships last week. From left are Harriette Palmer, ADVANCE 
Program Associate Director, and Chris Hynes, ADVANCE Program Director.

Nursing Students Present 
Health Education Fair

Fifth level clinical nursing students from Northwestern State University’s 
Natchitoches campus organized a student health education fair in the 
Ebarb community in Sabine Parish earlier this summer.

Heather Trichel of Many discussed the health risks of sugary drinks with 
students attending the health education fair.

Ebarb students in PreK through ninth grade who were enrolled in the 
PALS (Positive Alternatives for Learning Success) program visited health 
stations where they learned about healthy lifestyles, infection control 
(hand-washing), the effects of smoking and juuling, the importance of ex-
ercise to heart health, central nervous system and reaction times and Per-
sonal Protective Equipment (PPE) for fun. Stations also addressed careers 
in health care and nutrition choices. 

“The fifth level clinical students will be graduating this semester and this 
was their community health service project,” explained Tamara Baxter, 
assistant professor and coordinator of Natchitoches campus nursing.

'Great American Trailer 
Park Musical'

Northwestern State University’s Department of Theatre and Dance will 
present “The Great American Trailer Park Musical,” a Granny-slappin’ 
good time dinner theatre through Aug. 3. Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. 
with the dinner and show beginning at 6 p.m.Reservations are required. 

“The Great American Trailer Park Musical” is a two-act musical, written 
by David Nehls and Betsy Kelso. It explores the relationships between the 
tenants at the Armadillo Acres Trailer Park in Florida, particularly between 
Pippi, "the stripper on the run," the Dr. Phil-loving agoraphobic Jeannie 
and Jeannie's tollbooth-collector husband Norbert. It was performed in 
the first annual New York Music Theater Festival in 2004 and Off-Broad-
way in 2005.

The cast includes Adele Hebert of Lafayette as Pickles, Chase Crane of 
Livingston as Norbert, Jade Duthu of Marrero as Jeannie, Kristie Contrea-
ry of Geismar as Linoleum, Mary-Scott Pourciau of Baton Rouge as Pippi, 
Milla Gonzales of Bossier City as Betty and Ricky Hernandez of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, as Duke.

Pia Wyatt, professor of Theatre and Dance, is the director. Krislyn Mardis 
of Choudrant is stage manager and Je’Breanne Morgan of Plaquemine is 
assistant stage manager and sound designer. Elizabeth Guy of Anacoco is 
costume designer.

Tickets are $30, which includes the meal and show. The meal will include 
soup, salad, an entrée, dessert, tea and coffee. Dress is casual and the 
show is appropriate for all ages.

For more information or to make reservations, call (318) 357-4483, or vis-
ithttps://capa.nsula.edu/theatre/season-tickets to order tickets online.
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 Materials for the open air pavilion have arrived and contractors will begin work as soon 
as weather permits.

Open for Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Sat and Sunday ‘till 4pm

Additional Parking & Entrance in Rear

650 San Antonio Ave.     318-431-1503     Downtown Many 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

#awesomecrawfish
318-431-1503

EVERY
SATURDAY NIGHT

NOW SERVING
Daily Lunch Specials

 Every FRIDAY is All You Can Eat Boiled Shrimp
Sat August 3 - Uptown Jazz
Sat August 10-  Russell Peace
Sat August 17- The Turn-Ups
Sat August 24- Uptown Jazz
Sat August 31- Rootsicana

Happy Hour in the Lounge
4pm-6pm

Photos of the Month
Around The Town loves its thousands of faithful readers. You never know where our cameras 

may be. Here are a few individuals we caught on camera reading Around The Town.


