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Natchitoches Parish - Sabine Parish - Vernon Parish

Happy 103rd Birthday Ms. 
Maggie Manshack

Around the Town wishes a very Happy 103rd Birthday to Ms. Maggie 
Manshack of Sabine Parish!
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President
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Lee Waskom

Council-Dist 4
Marty Cheatwood
Justin Lester

Council-Dist 5
Russell Rachal
John Salter

They Are In The Runoff
November 16, 2019

Sabine Parish

Sheriff
Ronny Richardson
Aaron Mitchell

Assessor
Carroll Ellzey
Chris Tidwell

Police Juror-Dist 3
Charles “Charlie” Brown
James R. Murphy

Police Juror-Dist 5
“Jeff Gilligan” Davidson
Matthew Murdock Adams

A Death Sentence
Commuted To Life
(THE STORY OF CAIM)
By Brad Raynes

“Approximately four years ago in early February, some kind people found 
this emaciated pit bull by the river and brought her to Villalobos Rescue 
Center. She was strong enough to get to the Cypress Lake Animal Hospital 
where she got a blood transfusion. Dugout, another one of the rescue 
dogs, generously gave some of his “vampire” blood to Caim (ky-em) and 
put her on her first step to recovery.

This tiny little angel was brought to us by some good Samaritans that 
found her lying along the Mississippi River, barely holding onto life. She 
was so emaciated that I was able to carry her with one arm, meaning she 
only weighed around 20 lbs. A dog for her size should be around 40 lbs.

She went thru extensive medical treatment including several blood trans-
fusions and she has completely recovered and now weighs 55 pounds.

Her name pronounced “Ky-em” is Scottish/Gaelic for “sanctuary, and to 
remind one of being safe and loved even in the darkest of times”.

She loves dogs, super outgoing, great in the house and is just a silly girl.” 
The words of Tia Torres, the Founder and administrator of the Villalobos 
Rescue Center in New Orleans, La. giving just a snapshot of the events of 
Caim's  story.

At her center, outside of New Orleans, La., Torres rescues, rehabilitates 
and retrains more than 400 pit bulls, so they can be placed in good homes. 
And she pairs those misunderstood animals with a half-dozen ex-convicts 
on parole to provide both man and man's best friend a chance at redemp-
tion.    (Continued on Page 6)
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This guy right here is my 

Papaw!  He is a pretty
important guy in my life, 
for he has raised me for 

the last 7 years.  He is in a 
runoff on Nov. 16 for

District 3 Police Juror.  He 
helps out everyone he can 
and works really hard for 
me!  I know he will work 
hard for you too!  Please 

get out and vote for
#96 my Papaw,

Charles "Charlie" Brown.

Early voting is Nov. 2-9.

I wish to thank my family, friends, colleagues and the citizens of Sabine 
Parish for your encouragement and support during Saturday’s election. 
Three things have not changed:

1. I love the Sabine Parish community and will always be 
committed to its well-being; 

2. I will continue to strive to maintain a good work ethic and 
professionalism, not taking lightly the trust you have placed in 
me; and 

3. If re-elected, I will continue to run the office of sheriff with 
integrity, accountability and high standards. 

Although this does not make me the most popular person sometimes, it is 
the person that I am. I appreciate each of you who voted and put your trust 
in me. I ask you to join me for the next 30 days as we take the “high road” 
to victory on November 16. As always, please contact me with any concerns 
or questions you may have. Again, thank you for believing in me.

Sincerely,
Sheriff Ronny Richardson

ELECT
MATTHEW ADAMS

DISTRICT 5 POLICE 
JURY 

I am Matthew Adams, candidate for District 5 Po-
lice Jury. I want to thank all my supporters who 
went to the polls and voted for me, because of you 
I’m still in the race!

I’m asking for your support once again as I will be 
on the ballot in the November 16 election.

I was born and raised in Sabine Parish, currently residing in the Oak Hill Community 
where my parents, Murdock and Ann Adams, raised me. The same place where my 
grandparents, Jimmy and Peggy Teasley Adams, raised their family. I live there with 
my wife, Amber, and our 2 children, Mattie and Alton.

I graduated from Negreet High School in 2006 and went directly into the oilfield 
where I worked my way up to Assistant Driller, but after my children were born I 
knew I wanted to be closer to home. I worked as a Feed Mill Supervisor with Pil-
grim’s Pride and now work as a Heavy Equipment Mechanic. I also work with my 
uncle, Alton Lewing, on his poultry farm in Florien any time I have a chance.

I live on a dirt road like many of you who will be voting, so I know the conditions 
you have to endure everyday and will strive to make our roads great again. I be-
lieve that with the experience I’ve gained through my jobs, the work ethic instilled 
in me from a young age, and the dedication I have to my hometown and commu-
nity will prove that I am the right candidate for the job.

I’m working hard to meet as many people as I can because I want to be accessible 
to the district I represent. I’m easy to contact at 318-581-2543 and I have a Face-
book page where you can message me at anytime. Please don’t hesitate to reach 
out.

Paid for by Matthew Murdock Adams for District 5 
Police Jury

PLEASE
VOTE! 

Your vote DOES matter!
Download the Geaux Vote App on your smart 

phone, for information regarding your ballot and 
polling locations.

Early voting begins November 2nd and 
lasts till to November 9th.

Election Day Voting is November 16, 2019

Get to the Polls & Geaux Vote!!
This is a public service announcement
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PAT TODD, JR.

630 4th St.
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 332-1723
At Capital Realty, not only do we sell hous-
es, but we love commercial properties and 
land.  Right now, we are looking for land 
to sell. 

It is not uncommon to sell your land for up 
to $20,000 per acre in rural Natchitoches 
Parish along roads with water and electri-
cal available.  We also list larger tracts.

Call me, Pat Todd for all your real estate 
needs.

I have 40 years of professional sales expe-
rience.

Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

GQ Fashions
hours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm
Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

Dress Shirts & Vests
Men’s & Boy’s Suits

“If we don’t have what you 
need - we can order it”

Men’s
2 PC Suit , 
Shirt, Tie, 

Socks & 
Shoes $199

Boy’s 5 PC
Outfit 

Shirt, Tie, 
Jacket, Socks & 

Vest $89.99 

Happy 
Thanksgiving

from the

Natchitoches City 
Marshal’s Office
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Brother Clifford’s Battle to 
Serve His Country
by Dean Lambert

It was October of 1934 and the depression was 
at full strength bringing families to the very brink 
of economic collapse if not worse. The Lambert 
family, like all too many others, were fighting for 
their very survival, simply trying to exist. This 
struggle would leave a scar on many and the 
painful memories would follow this generation 
for a life time. Young Clifford Lambert had just 
turned 18 and he decided his way out of pover-
ty was to join the Navy as two of his older brothers had done before him. 
One of his brothers, Phillip had joined in 1929 and was serving aboard the 
USS Lexington, while another, George was starting his third year at the 
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.

Clifford signed up in Natchitoches and soon was boarding a train at the 
depot in Robeline for the long ride south to the far away city of New Or-
leans for his physical and formal induction into the Navy. After the long 
adventure of the train ride he found himself in the heart of New Orleans 
where he was awed by its size and crowded streets. After finding the Na-
val Station it was not long before he was fully examined only to find out 
that he had failed his physical due to a medical problem. He was told to 
see a doctor and perhaps an operation could correct the problem. A dis-
appointed Clifford was soon headed on the long trip back home.  A doctor 
in Shreveport was contacted and Clifford was scheduled for an operation 
that hopefully would correct the problem.

A few weeks later he had nasal surgery and then spent a month recover-
ing. Again Clifford departed to New Orleans and hopefully healthy enough 
to be accepted into the Navy. The Navy physicians again examined Clifford 
and again he was informed that he failed because of the same problem. 
Again Clifford was disappointed, but one of the staff  advised him to go 
back home and contact someone with some political pull and have them 
write a letter for him. Clifford knew that his only chance now to enter the 
military was to obtain some “political influence.” On the way home, he 
decided that his dad just might know somebody that could help pave the 
way for him to enter the military.

When he arrived back home, his dad Tom Lambert contacted Natchi-
toches state senator A.A. Fredericks and asked for help. With the help 
from the senator, a letter soon arrived from a U. S. Congressman stating 
that Clifford should be given every courtesy and be allowed to enlist into 
Navy. Once again, Clifford headed down the rails to New Orleans and was 
examined the third time. This time they told him that the nasal problem 
was corrected but that he had a hearing loss and because of this, he had 
failed once again. It was then that Clifford produced his ace in the hole, 
the letter from the congressman. After the letter was read and some de-
liberations, he along with seven other new recruits soon were headed 
north to the naval base in Norfolk, Virginia. Clifford was thrilled to finally 
be a naval recruit.

The very moment they arrived at Norfolk, the recruits were quickly sent 
through yet another physical. When they examined Clifford, they told 
him he was partially deaf and that they would have to release him. Once 
again the letter was presented and after more discussions, Clifford was 
told that he could stay but he could not train with the other recruits. He 
was assigned quarters but was not assigned to any duties or training. He 
was asking himself why did he go through all that trouble to join only to 
find himself walking around the base in his naval uniform watching other 
recruits train. Navy life for Clifford was not exactly what he had planned. 

But after a time the Navy finally decided that they had to do something 
with Clifford, so to his relief, they allowed him to start training. He was 
relieved, now he was truly accepted into the navy family. It was tough 
adjusting to navy life and Robeline seemed a world away. It was shortly 
after his training started that Clifford was given a message to report to the 
base’s commanding officer. This stunned and alarmed Clifford. He knew 
it was highly unusual for the base commander to request the presence of 
any new recruit. Clifford was worried that he had messed up somewhere, 
somehow, and he was to be disciplined or maybe even sent home. He 
searched his mind for anything that he might have done that would have 
him beckoned by the commander, but to no avail. With all the apprehen-
sion that one recruit could bear, Clifford headed to the office of the base 
commander. (Continued on page 5)

VOTE & ELECT
AARON MITCHELL 

SABINE PARISH SHERIFF 

When I decided to be a candidate for Sabine parish Sheriff, I had one goal, 
to make Sabine parish great again.

A place where you feel safe and a place for you and your family to call 
home.

One thing I have learned from visiting with you is that what has been done 
in the past is not working. 

We still have a drug epidemic.

We argue over who will pay for security details at our schools when we 
should just provide it. We have litter everywhere, and the list goes on. With 
your help we can change the future of Sabine parish. 
I will be a hands on Sheriff that will be involved with all aspects of the 
Sheriffs Office. We agree we all love Sabine parish, let's make it great again.

Vote # 79 Thank you and God bless
Paid for by Friends of Aaron Mitchell

THANK YOU!
Thanks to everyone  who vot-
ed for me and gave me a 55% 
victory to re-elect me as your  
Alderman at Large for the Town 
of Many.

Many of you worked hard  by 
posting yard signs on my be-
half, by driving voters to the 
polls, by making phone calls 
urging  people to vote for me.  
I appreciate you for believing 
in me and actively using your time to work on my behalf.

I give you my solemn promise that I will continue to 
work hard for our community , our residents and citizens.  
Many is a great town, and I am so proud to be  able to 
help make Many an even better place for our people to 
live and work.

Once again, thank you for believing in me.  I promise that 
I won’t let you down.

Remember that WE ARE MANY

Mary Brocato 
Your Alderman at Large for the Town of Many

Happy Thanksgiving!
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AROUND THE TOWN
REMEMBERS...

Christopher C. McCaa

Christopher C. McCaa wed Eunice LaCour of 
Natchitoches. For many years they owned and 
operated McCaa’s Grocery located at the junc-
tion of the Allen Road and Highway 6, one mile 
north of Robeline, LA. The store was only three 
tenths of a mile from the site of El Presidio Nues-
tra Senora del Pilar de Los Adais. Mrs. McCaa 
was always ready to assist visitors to the Los 
Adais area. This location was once a stage coach 
station on El Camino Real between Natchitoches 
and Fort Jesup.

Mrs. McCaa’s family name, LaCour, appears 
very early in Natchitoches history. LaCour, one 
of the fourteen French soldiers sent by St. De-
nis in 1723 to establish “Post du Rapides” which 
was the beginning of Alexandria, Louisiana. This 
post was established at the request of D’Artag-
nan, who was a direct envoy of King Louis XV, 
to Louisiana, and who later became known in 
French folklore as one of the Three Musketeers.

Brother Clifford’s Battle
(Continued from page 4)

The first thing the commander did was to verify that he was indeed Clif-
ford Lambert and that he had a brother named George, who played foot-
ball at the U.S. Naval Academy.  It was then that the commander pushed a 
package across his desk and told him that his brother had requested that 
Clifford come to Philadelphia and watch the upcoming annual Army Navy 
game. The package contained some money, hotel reservations, tickets to 
both the game and a large reception the night before. Also there was a 
box containing a tuxedo. The commander told Clifford that he was more 
than glad to approve the request and would make sure he had transpor-
tation to the event. Clifford was relieved and excited at the chance to visit 
his brother, but at the same time somewhat nervous about going to Phil-
adelphia and having to attend a formal reception. However George was 
expecting him and had gone to a lot of trouble, so Clifford was soon riding 
the rails across Pennsylvania toward Philadelphia where he would attend 
the biggest college football game of the year. Robeline now seemed really 
a world away.

Once he arrived in Philadelphia he checked into one of the lavish down-
town hotels and was soon enjoying the lavish accommodations. It was 
a pleasant change from the crowded bunks back at the naval base. He 
had worn his naval uniform and felt very comfortable doing so, for the 
city was full of both midshipmen and cadets from the Naval Academy 
and West Point. This was the big weekend for college football, the Army 
Navy game was a national event. Over 80,000 football fans would jam into 
Franklin Field to watch the contest. Navy had lost only one game that sea-
son and that was the week before to undefeated Pittsburgh. That loss had 
cost them a trip to the Rose Bowl, but a win over hated Army would go a 
long way to sooth the pain. It had been 13 years since the Navy team had 
defeated Army, they had a couple of ties since then, but victories had al-
ways escaped them. This year surely would be different, this was the year 
to end the drought. Navy had eight victories under its belt and ranked in 
the top ten in the nation, while Army was having a lackluster year with 
three defeats. This would indeed be Navy’s year.

But now Clifford had more pressing problems. It was nearly time for the 
large formal reception and Clifford had to get dressed. A tuxedo was 
something that he had never dealt with before, but after a struggle he 
was presentable or at least he hoped so. He would later get George’s ap-
proval before leaving the room. The reception was a grand event to say 
the least, military officers, politicians, football players, socialites, and the 
elite of Philadelphia were there. Clifford mixed as much as he dared and 
he was amazed that many wanted to talk to him just because he was 
George’s brother. Clifford was thrilled to find himself making small talk 
with such folks as the Secretary of the Navy, the Philadelphia mayor, con-
gressmen and other notable folks he had no clue who they were. It would 
be a night that he would always remember, a night when he saw for him-
self that wonderful and exciting world that his brother George had been 
elevated to. 

It almost seemed impossible that a young poor kid from Robeline could 
become one of the star players on one of the best football teams in the 
country and to be here in Philadelphia being apart of thus great event. 
Quite a feat for his brother George who came from a small town school 
that did not even have a football team. And not only that, George was the 
captain of a nationally ranked Naval Academy boxing team. Clifford had 
always been proud of his older brother and that night only brought more 
admiration. The night was quite a thrill for Clifford, the reception itself 
was well worth the long trip and the big game still lay ahead.

The next day Clifford found himself seated on the fifty-yard line, amid 
all the dignitaries at Franklin Field for the midday clash between the ri-
val academies. The sky was overcast and a fine mist was falling as the 
stadium filled up with young men wearing long blue and gray overcoats. 
Clifford was confident that the Navy team would be successful, they had 
clearly the best team and George had all but told him that Navy would 
kick the army’s butt.

The game started and while it was still in the first quarter, Slade Cutter, 
a Navy tackle from Illinois, booted a mud-smeared football through the 
white goal post giving the middies an early three-point lead. Although it 
seemed uneventful at the time, this would be the only score in the game 
and Navy would win a muddy defensive thriller. Army had two first downs 
that day, while Navy could only muster three. But in the end, it was a long 
awaited Navy win and the midshipmen were ecstatic.

The win was a great way for a great weekend to end for Clifford, soon 
would be headed back to Norfolk, but not before some late night celebra-
tion with his brother. As Clifford headed back to his base, he was pleased. 
He had conquered Philadelphia, the Army, and even the torture of putting 
on a tuxedo for the first time. Yes, he had come a long way from that train 
depot in Robeline.

(Clifford Lambert remained in the Navy as a radioman until February of 
1941. During the war he served as a government civilian employee at the 
airbase in Panama. His brother Phillip Lambert would survive the Pearl 
Harbor attack and then serve on the USS Maryland in the Pacific during 
the war. His brother George Lambert was named an All-American foot-
ball player at Navy and after he graduated and served his enlistment, he 
returned to the academy to help coach football. During the war, he held 
the rank of Lt. Commander and served as the Executive Officer aboard the 
destroyer USS Buck. In 1943 George was listed as missing in action after 
his ship was attacked and sunk by a German U-boat off the coast of Sicily. 
A year later he was listed as killed in action.)

Fr. Francis Kamau, pastor of Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church 
in Many recently spoke to the Many Rotary Club.   Fr. Kamau's native 
country is Kenya and he speaks several languages. He is shown  with 
Rotarians Nell Britner and J.J. Blake.
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Steel Magnolias’
playwright to present “The 
Story Behind the Story” 

Robert “Bobby” Harling, the screenwriter of Steel Magnolias, will tell “the 
story behind the story” at the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame and North-
west Louisiana History Museum during Natchitoches’ Blush and Bashful 
Weekend to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the release of the film.

Harling will present his story Saturday, Nov. 9 at 2 p.m. at the Sports Hall 
of Fame, located at 800 Front Street in Natchitoches. The presentation is 
free and open to the public.

Harling, a Natchitoches native, wrote the play just months after his sister, 
Susan, died of complications from Diabetes. Through the play, he was able 
to pay tribute to his sister, his mother, and the women who walked along-
side them during that season of their life. 

Other events taking place during the Blush and Bashful Weekend include 
the showing of the movie at Parkway Cinema Nov. 8-14, the unveiling of 
the Natchitoches Film Trail, a kid-friendly Easter Egg Hunt in Beau Jardin, 
a character look-a-like contest on the Riverbank Stage, Shelby’s wed-
ding reception at the Steel Magnolia House B&B, a Dolly look-a-like con-
test at Cane River Brewing Company, a Blush and Bashful Brunch at the 
Prud’homme-Rouquier House, and Mass at St. Augustine Catholic Church.

For a complete schedule of events, visit https://www.natchitoches.com/
event/blush-bashful-weekend

A DEATH SENTENCE 
(Continued from Page 1)

Teaming up with the Animal 
Channel, Torres brings to life 
(literally) the plight and the 
redemption of the misunder-
stood dogs we know as Pit-
bulls.

In Pit Bulls and Parolees, Tor-
res is dead set on fighting the 
perception that pit bulls are 
the pariahs of the dog world 
and giving the ones in her 
care the love they deserve.

Attesting to the love and 
gentleness of this particular 
breed is Louisiana residents 
Tommy and Dayna O’Con. Af-
ter watching some of the episodes of Pit Bulls and Parolees  and hearing 
the stories of some of the dogs, they decided to check out the adoption 
process.  “We did not have a dog at the time but our hearts just went out 
to them” Tommy said, “and since I am on the road away from home often, 
we thought that one would be good for Dayna to have some company 
and also for her protection”

So they decided to contact Tia and her staff to determine if they met the 
requirements to adopt one of the dogs. They got a response almost im-
mediately and were sent the adoption application and other pertinent in-
formation regarding the process. According to Tommy, the requirements 
are very strict, due in part to the lifetime commitment to the health and 
well being of the animal. The design and purpose of the adoption as well 
as the Television show is to provide the dogs with a “Forever Home”. 
Because of the misconception about Pitbull dogs and the possibility of 
someone using the dog for illegal/inhumane purposes, Torres and the An-
imal Planet Channel go to great lengths in the adoption approval process.
Tommy and Dayna were approved and brought to New Orleans to be in-
terviewed, and to meet four of the candidates for adoption. “At first we 
weren’t really taken with Caim, but after hearing her story and seeing 
how sweet she was, we decided to adopt her”.

Tommy and Dayna have 2 children and 3 grandchildren and Caim  has just 
joined right in with them as one dog loving happy family!  Tommy also 
told me that “Caim  is an inside dog, very well behaved, good with other 
dogs and especially good with children. She is a perfect match with our 
family. She loves to ride and loves to visit”. I can attest to the sweetness 
of Caim for she has visited with me at the Robeline City Hall on several 
occasions and the first thing she does upon entering the door is to woof a 
greeting to us with a tail wagging so hard it is shaking her body! Then she 
makes the rounds to each of us there to be petted.

Caim is also a star! She will be appearing on Pitbulls and Parolees along 
with Tommy and Dayna on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 @ 8:00PM ON THE 
ANIMAL PLANET CHANNEL! In addition, she will be making a local appear-
ance in the Many Christmas Parade on December 21st.

If you are interested in adopting a dog, have a chat with Tommy or Dayna 
O’Con, I’m sure they can point you in the right direction.

Wishing you a

From Around The Town!
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FALL FEST

NOVEMBER 1ST THRU 3RD
JOIN US FOR COOL CRISP AIR,

PERFECT TIME FOR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

LOTS OF GIVEAWAYS FOR CUSTOMERS

FOOD ON SITE

VENDOR RATES PER TENT
NON ELECTRIC $15.00 TO $25.00

ELECTRIC $20.00 TO $35.00
FOOD TRUCK $55.00 TO $75.00

CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

NUZIEBELL’S FLEA MARKET
6267 STATE HWY 21 EAST

HEMPHILL, TX 75948

409-625-1606
337-207-2948

THANK YOU
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank each and everyone that took the 
time out of their day to go and cast their 
vote in the primary election.

My goal is to meet every single person 
that lives in this parish. I want to know ev-
eryone that I'm serving and protecting. I 
want the people of this parish to trust the 
Sheriffs office enough to call with import-
ant information about all crimes.

Help me, help us make this happen...

Please get out and vote..
Early voting is November 
2nd thru November 9th 
and Election day is Novem-
ber 16th.

Thank you,
Aaron Mitchell

Vote #79
Paid for by Friends to Elect Aaron 

Mitchell

Thank You
from

Charles “Charlie” Brown
District 3 Police Juror

I would like to extend my sin-
cere thanks to everyone in Dis-
trict 3 for helping me to make 
the runoff for Police Juror.  If I 
was not the candidate of your 
choice in the Primary Election, 
I humbly ask for your support 
for the Nov. 16 runoff. 

I am currently serving the re-
maining two years of the late 
Mr. Rodney Hopkins term.  It 
has been a learning experience.  
I know if you re-elect me for a 
full term we can continue to 
make improvements in District 
3.

I have called District 3 my home for the last 65 years.  I enjoy 
representing and working with the people in our District.  I am 
continuing to make home visits, and I want you to recognize me 
as a friend.

If you have any questions, concerns, or if you just want to sit 
down and talk with me please give me a call at home 256-9379 
or on my cell 508-0280 or drop me a message on Facebook at 
Charles "Charlie" Brown District 3 Police Juror.  I answer all 
calls and messages.  In order to make this happen, I need your 
help and continued support.

Please get out and vote!  One or two votes will make a win or 
lose decision.  Early voting will be Nov. 2-9.  Thank you for your 
support!

Chamber Military Affairs 
Committee Encourages 
Public to Thank-A-Soldier 

The Chamber Military Affairs Committee is seeking donations on behalf 
of the Northwestern Demon Regiment to purchase 300 Christmas Fes-
tival entry armbands for soldiers and their families, in thanks for their 
service. Donations will also be used to provide food and beverages to the 
soldiers and their families in a VIP area behind Cane River Kitchenware. 
Donations are tax deductible and should be made out to the Northwest-
ern Demon Regiment. Checks can be dropped off at either the Chamber 
Office or Cane River Kitchenware. The deadline to donate for the soldiers 
and their families to receive a Christmas Festival armband is November 
22, 2019. Additional donations after the deadline will go towards food 
and beverages.

The Natchitoches Area Chamber of Commerce helps foster a thriving com-
munity through transformative leadership, collaboration, and innovation.
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Teens and Mental Health
by Herbert de Launay

“Half of all mental disorders begin by the age of 14, 
and about 75 percent begin by the age of 24.” I read 
that recently in information from Mental Health 
America.

Some people have shared that problems with alco-
hol and drugs started in their teen years. Of course, 
some problems develop later. However, it is possible that people use al-
cohol or drugs to cope with other problems in life.

You can go to MHAScreening.org for a number of online tests on vari-
ous topics. There are tests listed for Depression, Anxiety, Bipolar, Psy-
chosis, Eating Disorder, PTSD, and Addiction. There are tests for Parents 
and Youth and some in Spanish. There are also short descriptions of what 
each test is about, mentioning possible symptoms.

Of course, online tests are no substitute for professional care. However, 
an online test and information might be a way to begin to look into an 
area or problem. If you or a family member have been having trouble 
coping with things, such a test could be a starting point to addressing it.

The Youth Test is for young people, age 11-17, who are concerned that 
their emotions, attention, or behaviors might be signs of a problem. The 
Parent Test is for parents of young people to determine if their child’s 
emotions, attention, or behaviors might be signs of a problem.

The Addiction Test can help determine if one’s use of alcohol or drugs is 
an area to address.

Following each test, a person is provided with information and resources 
and encouraged to discuss the results with a mental health or medical 
provider.

One problem is stress. One study noted that almost half of those 11-17 
year old felt very stressed. Stresses include getting good grades, prepar-
ing for the future, loneliness, body appearance, and juggling priorities.

Nearly half of Americans report feeling lonely at times. Over two-thirds of 
those 11-17 years old were stressed by feelings of loneliness.

If we feel those around us are struggling, it often helps to talk to them. I 
know for me, connection with family and friends helps when I am feeling 
down. Talk to them about their interests and activities. Take time with 
one another. One problem of modern life is that we are often too busy to 
have quality time with family and friends and those around us.

Looking for more ways to spice up your holidays?  Check out the following 
websites: www.choosemyplate.gov  www.foodandnutrition.org

Disclaimer: The information included in this article should not be used to 
replace personalized professional medical advice.

The average American gains 1 lb from Thanksgiv-
ing to New Year’s Day.  Over the years this can add 
up (simple math: that’s 20 lbs in 20 years!). Keep in 
mind, snack foods themselves can add up to more 
calories and less nutrition than sitting down to an ac-
tual meal.  Check out the following tips for lightening 
your load this holiday season.

Recipe Modifications:

Holiday Party Tips:

Party Snack Ideas:
We are all likely to attend at least one potluck style holiday gathering. 
Here’s a few ideas:

Holidays can also be about memories.  This is ultimately more important 
than any weight loss program, or diet you might be on.  Here’s a recipe 
that brings up warm-fuzzy feelings.  I always thought this was unique to 
my great-grandmother; however, recently I found there are quite a few 
“cranberry relish” recipes out there!  This is great to eat as a side dish, put 
on top of your turkey, slap into your “Thanksgiving Leftovers Sandwich” 
(my personal favorite), or eat for breakfast!  This is a mini-version of the 
recipe.  O’ma used to make about a gallon of this and my mom has con-
tinued the tradition.  We typically freeze it in quarts to save for the next 
holiday (or next craving).

· Cucumber slices and homemade crab dip
· 2% pepper jack cheese on whole wheat 
wafers
· Popcorn with Parmesan cheese
· Sugar snap peas with roasted eggplant dip
· Baked sweet potato fries or chips
· Toppings for an ice cream/cheesecake bar 
(fresh fruit, nuts/seeds…)
· Veggie sticks and hummus

· Mashed cauli-potatoes
· Homemade kale chips
· Veggie-Cheese Kabobs
· Bite-sized desserts
· Yogurt-based dips
· Roasted veggies
· Cheese cubes
· Nuts/seeds
· Fruit tray

- Browse the food options before 
making a selection.  Decide which 
few items you want to try—then pick 
a few healthy accompaniments.
- Enjoy a treat – Don’t restrict your-
self completely from enjoy a bite or 
two of a holiday treat.  If you skip all 
the desserts one day, you may find 
you lose control the next day and 
binge.
- Bring your own dish, if appropriate; 
you will be certain there’s something 
you can eat comfortably and chanc-
es are, it will be welcomed by other 
party-goers.

- Instead of hanging out near the 
food, try to find a group to interact 
with on the opposite side of the 
room.
- If you are planning a party – try to 
organize/participate in something 
physically active:
o Community service project (work-
ing at a food pantry, yard work for 
neighbors, city park clean up)
o Fall/Winter community or work 
baseball game
o Field Day – nothing like a good 
obstacle course to get the blood 
pumping

· Sugar: Cut the sugar down by 1/3 
or 1/4, or substituting 1/2 with a 
sugar-substitute (e.g., Splenda); add 
cinnamon or vanilla to increase the 
impression of sweetness.
· Fat: Cut fat by 1/3 in a recipe if cal-
ories are your concern. Keep in mind 
-- low fat products are often higher 
in sugar or sodium. Try fruit puree as 
a substitute for fat in baked goods.
· Sodium: Use herbs or spices instead 

of salt for flavor. Avoid salt-season-
ing (e.g., garlic salt, celery salt). Try 
low-sodium broths or stocks for 
soups.
· Fiber: Add flax or chia seed to 
ground meat. Swap oatmeal in 
place of breadcrumbs. Add beans/
legumes or other vegetables to 
soups/casseroles (e.g., cauliflower 
to cream soup or beans to meat-
loaf).

Healthy for the Holidays
by Abigail “Missy “ Hennigan

My O’ma’s Cranberry Relish      Yield: 4-6 servings (1/2 cup each)
Ingredients:

Directions:
- Grate 2 teaspoons of zest from orange; discard remaining peel and pith 
from orange. Divide orange into sections.
- Place orange sections, orange zest, cranberries, and sugar in a food 
processor; pulse until finely chopped (we actually use a grinder, but a 
food processor works too).
- Transfer relish to a bowl and cover; refrigerate to allow flavors to blend, 
at least 2 hours (it is always better on day 2)

- 1 navel orange
- 1 (12 oz) package fresh cranber-
ries (you can buy these and freeze 
them until you are ready to use)

- ½ cup white sugar (for a lower 
sugar version, try using Splenda or 
Stevia)

Light the Way 5K
Registration Open
The Natchitoches Area Chamber of Commerce 
is now accepting runners and walkers for the 
inaugural Light the Way 5k and Fun Run, a 
nighttime race under the Christmas lights of 
historic downtown Natchitoches. The race will 
take place on Friday, December 13, at 5:30 pm, 
beginning and ending in front of the riverbank 
stage. In addition to the 5k, there will be a one-mile fun run for those who 
just wish to walk and enjoy the lights with their friends. Awards will be 
given to winners in each age bracket and to those with the most Christ-
mas spirit. Race participants are encouraged to wear Christmas themed 
attire, costumes, or ugly Christmas sweaters. Attendees will receive swag 
bags and race t-shirts with their registration. To register for this event visit 
NatchitochesChamber.com/Run.
 
Proceeds from this race will benefit the A+ Coalition, an education initia-
tive of the Chamber dedicated to advancing education in Natchitoches 
Parish. Visit apluscoalition.com to learn more about this important cause.
The Natchitoches Area Chamber of Commerce helps foster a thriving com-
munity through transformative leadership, collaboration, and innovation.
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  In Remembrance Of
Lieutenant  Michael N. 
Ayotte USAF
     by Rickey Robertson
  
 Since 1964 the United States Air Force has 
had use of the Peason Ridge Bomb and Gun-
nery Range located in Natchitoches, Sabine, 
and Vernon Parishes. In 1964 the U.S. Air Force 
began to build target‘s for both bombing and 
strafing on Peason Ridge. They also began to 
build a compound located at Eagle Hill, the second highest elevation in 
Louisiana that would also be the site of a portable small forward air con-
troller building where the combat controllers could clear the incoming 
aircraft onto the range. And in later years the Air Force had personnel and 
contractors who scored both bombing and strafing missions and acted as 
air controllers. They controlled all the flights of USAF aircraft coming onto 
the bombing range and advised the flights of any changes in their mission. 
Over the years many various types of aircraft would conduct operations 
at Peason Ridge, from F-4 Phantom jets, F-100 Super Sabers, C-47 Spooky 
gunships, A-7 Corsairs, and in later years A-10 Thunderbolt II jets.  A spe-
cial training ground for aircraft pilots and aircrews.

 One of the first USAF units to receive the new A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft 
was the 23rd Tactical Fighter Wing located at England Air Force Base in 
Alexandria, La. This was a famous unit that had been formed and served 
with General Claire Chennault in China during World War II. The new 
A-10’s had the famous shark’s teeth painted on the nose of the aircraft 
and they were again known as the “Flying Tigers”. The A-10s, an attack air-
craft, were a different type of aircraft, but most of all they could provide 
ground support to all types of American military units. The A-10’s could 
fly very low and very slow and could knock out all types of targets, from 
bunkers, ground troops, and armored vehicles. And with 2 engines they 
could fly with only one engine in the event one engine went out. And with 
both a mini-gun in the nose and options for both missiles and bombs on 
the wings it was a formidable aircraft.

 The squadrons of the 23rd TFW at England Air Force Base would fly to 
both Peason Ridge and Camp Claiborne for training missions and bomb-
ing and strafing missions. On April 5, 1990 a flight of 2 A-10’s called in 
to Eagle Hill Air Force Station on Peason Ridge for instructions and were 
advised “the range is hot” meaning that the range was open for them 
to conduct combat training bombing and strafing missions. Both of my 
brothers, who worked for the USAF, were on duty at Eagle Hill on April 
5, 1990. The aircraft made a several passes and flew from the area west-
ward to allow another flight to enter the Peason Ridge Airspace. One of 
these A10’s was piloted by 1st. Lieutenant Michael N. Ayotte and as it 
flew toward Florien, La. it encountered some type of trouble. The A-10 
crashed between Florien, La. and Negreet, La. and Lt. Ayotte was killed in 
this crash. Immediately England Air Force Base was notified and Peason 
Ridge Range was declared “cold” so that no incoming aircraft would be in 
the area.

 The Tactical Air Command sent a seven man investigation team to the 
crash site located in Sabine Parish, La.to find the possible cause of the 
crash. The team was made up of Air Force personnel for many various 
bases and had complete access to the crash site. As I write this story I do 
not know what the complete report contained about the cause of the 
crash.

 1st. Lieutenant Michael N. Ayotte, age 24, was a 1987 graduate of the 
United States Air Force Academy and was assigned at the time of the 
crash to the 75th Tactical Fighter Squadron of the 23rd Tactical Fighter 
Wing at England Air Force Base. He was from Bexar County, TX. A Memo-
rial Service was held on April 11, 1990 for Lt. Ayotte at the England Air 
Force Base Chapel and on April 17, 1190 funeral services were conducted 
in the United States Air Force Academy Chapel in Colorado Springs, CO. 
with burial conducted in the Air Force Academy Cemetery.

 The years have passed by and it is now 29 years since this crash in which 
Lt. Ayotte was lost. As I spoke with my brothers about the missions on 
April 5, 1990 they remembered radioing other 75th TFS aircraft that were 
in-bound to Peason Ridge to abort the mission. Until England Air Force 
Base closed in the early 1990’s A-10’s were seen continuously throughout 
our area. And many times with their ordnance expended they would fly 
up and down Toledo Bend Lake and would line up on vehicles crossing 

Pendleton Bridge. Readers you may have been a simulated target as you 
crossed the bridge! But let us remember the sacrifice made by Lt. Ayo-
tte in the crash of the A-10. Several possibilities exist on the crash and 
often are spoken of. Why did he not eject out of the plane? Why did the 
plane crash in a wooded area away from any populated area? Most folks 
think that Lt. Ayotte kept the aircraft flying away from any populated area 
to prevent civilian casualties and possibility was too low to eject. Anoth-
er brave American airman who lost his life while in the service of our 
great nation. Yes, even while conducting realistic combat training many 
of America’s sons and daughters are killed. Remember and honor them.

 Let us remember the name of 1st. Lieutenant Michael N. Ayotte, the brave 
A-10 Flying Tiger pilot who lost his life here in Sabine Parish on April 5, 
1990. America remembers its heroes and Lt. Ayotte is one of our heroes.

Lt. Michael Ayotte 75th Tactical Fighter Squadron US Air 
Force. (US Air Force Photograph)

Grave marker for Lt. Michael N. Ayotte at the US Air Force Academy Cem-
etery in Colorado Springs, Colorado. (US Air Force Academy Photograph)

A-10 Thunderbolt II attack aircraft such as this flown by Lt. Mi-
chael Ayotte of the 23rd Tactical Fighter Wing. (Official US Air 
Force Photograph)
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Happy Endings
by Dennis Coleman

Wherever we find ourselves in the election cy-
cle, we must move on. As I write this it is election 
day 2019, and for some the end of a dream while 
others have gained a measure of fulfillment. Still 
there are candidates for whom the end will be 
postponed until the general election.  At that time 
the ‘’checks’’ that have been written during the 
campaign will become due. The deals and com-
mitments made before, during and after the election will be ratified. The 
old ‘Quid pro quo’ will rear its ugly head again and some of those who 
were at one time antagonists will then become ‘bed fellows.’ In many 
cases “Happy Endings’’ will abound. It is not strange; it is the way of the 
world. Some are more subtle than others but the dark pool of politics 
shall be stirred.

This brings to mind a time back in the 70s when a very heated local school 
board member election had taken place. The campaign leading up to the 
election seemed to go on for several months. There were only two can-
didates and both were polarizing with very vocal supporters. Both cam-
paigns featured many of the same traits: the signs, the posters and the 
dirty tricks.  One candidate complained that his signs had been vandal-
ized while his opposition’s signs were supposedly moved from the origi-
nal location to a spot right beside a liquor store. A few signs were torched 
and some were disfigured... for both candidates. 

Over the course of several months there were numerous rallies and with-
out a doubt the two candidates in question were readily available with 
‘’Fireworks’’ almost guaranteed.  Locals were so attracted to this that they 
would show up for the BBQ and leave after these two spoke--often before 
statewide office seekers were to speak. This was not lost on one person 
seeking the Ag. Commissioner’s post. He seemed to know one of the guys 
and was not amused when the local candidates engaged in name calling 
while strongly suggesting that several state offices be eliminated. Though 
some of the ‘’suggestions’’ would require a constitutional amendment it 
mattered not to the local voters... they ate it up. The crowd had ‘blood’ in 
their eye and by the time the agriculture commissioner hopeful got to the 
podium. The crowd was angry and not only wanted blood, they wanted 
their ‘’pound of flesh.’’ These local rallies lacked only the paid protesters 
of today. These events would usually end with a local reverend dialing the 
crowd down with a pastoral prayer of admonition.

As raucous as it had been, the election was finally decided without vio-
lence. After a roughly 55/45 election the ‘’graciousness’’ of both candi-
dates began to shine through the hardened façade. In retrospect, their 
‘’make up’’ seemed scripted and by the time the winner took office, the 
two had become bosom buddies. Sure enough, no sooner had the win-
ner taken office than it was made public that a new position had been 
created, and after an ‘’Exhaustive Search’’ the opponent in the election 
had been selected to fill the position. In the end almost everything that 
both candidates had campaigned against came to fruition. Another hap-
py ending.

WHY ADVERTISE IN
AROUND THE TOWN?

We offer more coverage at lower 
cost than any other area media!

Contact Tommy O’Con
and set up an appointment to learn more!

(318) 471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

Magnolia Lace Boutique

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Come Tan With Us
Best Tanning Bed Around

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

5 Sessions • $15
10 Sessions • $30

Unlimited Sessions • $45/mo.

Our Pledge...
Around the Town and it’s publishers seek 
to provide the people of this area with news 
and information about the current events and 
happenings in the categories of dining, enter-
tainment, sports and the arts, while providing 
a venue for retail and commercial establish-
ments, as well as local artisans, non-profit and 
service organizations to present themselves to 
the public. We also strive to feature some of 
the rich history and culture this area is partic-
ularly known for. 
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Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

   Corkey Bruce, Owner
   Natural Springs  
   Garden Center

In The Garden
by Corkey Bruce

When you look around your garden this month, 
what do you see? If you have late blooming 
perennials such as tibochina, rose of Montana, 
firebush or fire spike, you probably have the 
only flowers in the neighborhood. If not, your 
perennials are probably looking rather sad. 
Take advantage of this wonderful weather and 
clean out these beds. Prune spent perennial 
foliage to the ground. This redirects the energy 
to the roots for next year. 

Take time to refresh the mulch in your beds. 
If the mulch is more than four inches deep, re-
move it and replace with clean mulch. A little work now will pay off with 
healthier plants in the spring.

If your bulb and tuberous plants like daylilies, iris and agapanthus have 
not bloomed as well this year, they probably need to be divided.  When 
they become dense and crowded they produce fewer blooms.  Dividing 
them now gives the roots plenty of time to reestablish before they bloom 
next year.

Your annuals like periwinkle and impatiens are done. If you have not al-
ready, evict them from the garden. While you are at it, be on the lookout 
for slugs and snails. They are tricky and hide very well but you can usually 
see evidence of their existence. Get rid of them now as they breed in the 
fall. Use a good slug and snail bate.
Now is the time to replace your annuals with pansies, violas, and snap-
dragons. Other good annuals to plant this time of year are ornamental 
kale, ornamental peppers and cyclamen.
This year we have had an extremely hot and long summer with tempera-
tures in the high 90’s to near 100 degrees way up into October. Combine 
that with the lack of rainfall (according to Climate.gov our region is con-
sidered abnormally dry), this has been a very stressful year for trees and 
shrubs.

With that being said, you may find your trees losing their leaves earlier 
this year. Your evergreen trees and shrubs may be shedding leaves when 
they normally do not. This is their defense mechanism to conserve energy 
and recover from the stress they have experienced.  If your landscape is 
mature and has been in the ground for several years, you are probably 
okay. If these are newly planted trees and shrubs that have been in the 
ground less than two years, the damage may be too severe for recovery.
If these plants are a focal point in your landscape you may want to replace 
them. As I have said in past writings, NOW is the time to plant trees and 
shrubs. If you wait until spring and then determine that they are not com-
ing back, you will wish you had replaced them in the fall.

It is a judgement call. How important are they in the overall design of your 
landscape?

On the other hand you can play “wait and see.”  Make sure they get plenty 
of water if we do not get enough rain this fall. Do not overly prune as to 
stimulate new growth at this time. However, you can and should prune 
out any dead wood and damaged branches. If it is a small tree or shrub 
this is something you can do yourself with a good, sharp set of pruning 
shears. If it is a large job, you should call a professional.

FYI – Our Christmas trees should be here Wednesday, November 20th. 
There is a shortage of Christmas trees this year so mark your calendar and 
come early to pick out your tree. You can tag your tree anytime and pick it 
up later if you are not one to decorate early. The majority of our trees are 
usually sold before the first weekend in December (Christmas Festival).

November 28th is Thanksgiving. Next to Christmas, when we celebrate 
of Savior’s birth, Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. It is a time to give 
thanks for all our blessings and reflect on our love for family and friends. 
I want to take this opportunity the say “Thank You” to all our wonderful 
customers, who we consider “special friends.” Thank you for your con-
tinued patronage. We love serving you at Natural 
Springs Garden Center.

Remember, find your happiness where you plant it.

Uncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday
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8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

Rockin

Gift Shop
&

Rocking Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

Robin

Tommy Steele, III • Owner
Free Pickup and Delivery (in town)

120A Williams Avenue 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 352-6044

108 Touline Street
Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-238-3939

Specialty and novelty cakes and cupcakes, 
wedding cakes, decorated sugar cookies 

and other handmade treats

Flag Raising Ceremony 
held at Many Depot
by Mary Brocato

The American flag was raised for the first time last week at the Many de-
pot. Taking part were (l to r) electrical contractor Fred Hurd who donated 
and installed the powerful night light; Mayor Ken Freeman; Street crew 
members David Smith, Gary Rivers, Mike Moore, Butch Randall; who all 
worked to install the flag pole

 It was a bright, sunny day at the future Sabine Parish Historical Museum 
location on the Hwy 171 bypass — a perfect day to raise the United States 
Flag at the old depot.

 Many Mayor Ken Freeman;  Many’s hardworking street crew supervised  
by Mike Morris;  and Fred Hurd, electrical contractor who donated and 
installed the night light for the flag, all met last Wednesday to fly the U.S. 
flag for the first time.

The flag for the depot flag pole was donated by Many businessman Dean 
Crittenden.

 Mayor Freeman said he was delighted that work was complete with the 
installation of the flag pole and the light which would shine  on the flag 
throughout the night so that the flag could finally be raised.

 ”Everyone worked hard on this project, and teamwork was so important 
toward completing the project,” said the mayor.  Whitney Hancock Bank 
donated the flag pole which was taken from the Florien location.  Morris 
and his crew brought the flag to the depot and then installed it.  Fred 
Hurd donated both the light and did the work to hook it up.  

 ”We now have  our country’s  beautiful flag flying 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week at the old depot and site of our future museum,”  said Free-
man.  Freeman said that the public sometimes  does not know about all 
the good, positive things that happen around Many.  “This is just one 
of them, and through the media and our Town of Many Facebook page, 
we’re going to let people know more about how hard we work to make 
our community a good place to live.”
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THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

Open Letter from
Natchitoches Councilman  
Russell Rachal
I pray everyone is doing good. It seems this year 
has flown by. This is my favorite time of the year 
with the cooler weather and the holiday season 
approaching.

The election is almost over, with early voting 
taking place November 02-09, 2019 at the Parish 
Courthouses, and the regular election being held 
on November 16, 2019 at your polling place.

I want to take a few minutes to address some goals that I have in mind 
to make the Natchitoches Parish Government better so you can be 
served more efficiently.

When I’m re-elected, I want to implement the following items:

1) I want to create advisory/steering committees of the residents in each 
ward/precinct to work with me to address the needs and concerns of 
the issues in the communities. It’s time that the people be given a say in 
the way their government is operated.

2) Get the severance tax removed from the general fund and placed on 
the roads where it should have been all along. The State leaves it up 
each Parish as to where these tax dollars are spent. The Police Jury vot-
ed to put it in the general fund in the past.

3) Research and adjust the salaries of employees that are paid excessive 
salaries.

4) Abolish the salaries of the Parish Council and make this a volunteer 
position. This should be a position of service and not personal gain.

5) Hold the Parish President more accountable the Parish Council and in 
line with the Home Rule Charter. The intent of the Home Rule Charter 
was for the Parish Council to be the Legislative branch of the Govern-
ment and the Parish President to be the Executive Branch.

I’m not so sure if the Council has not been allowed to legislate when the 
Home Rule Charter was implemented, or if they chose not to because 
of their lack of commitment to make the current form of government  
work. I have been advised repeatedly by certain Council members that 
they were going to force this system to fail because they never agreed 
with it.

It does not matter what form of government we have. We, as elected 
Council members are mandated by law to do everything in our power to 
abide by the current laws governing our current system at all times and 
to make it work.

I pledge to you that I will continue to address all of your concerns 
promptly and affectively if re-elected to serve as your District 5 Council 
member serving Natchitoches Parish on November 16, 2019.

Please either vote early from November 2-9 or at your regular polling 
place on  November 16, 2019. This is a crucial time in our State.

Thank you and God Bless,

Russell Rachal
Natchitoches Parish Council
District 5
(318)652-0382     

We are

GRATEFUL
for your business

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

from

Richard Jacoby
Insurance

318-652-0090
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www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2019

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you 
and to meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability.

In addition to the dates given, someone can visit www.platinumdriving-
school.org to obtain further information or to sign up. Our dates are list-
ed at this website.

Thank you for your business and may God richly bless you!

Platinum Driving School
Our Locations

360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
335 South Dr., Natchitoches, LA 71457
5039 Cutoff Rd, Coushatta, LA 71019

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for the

Open Road?

Upcoming Classes
14 Hour: November 2
  December 14

38 Hour:  November 23, 25
  26 & 27
  January 2, 3, 4, 5

We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

Please call  318-652-0382 or 318-652-0384 Or Visit
www.platinumdrivingschool.org to register

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales Manager

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, Hamilton

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd HomesS

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-
       attach 6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.

EVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken
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Keeping You Informed And Healthy
“Because caring for you is what we do.”

Carl I. Walters II.
Chief Executive 

Officer
Outpatient Medical 

Center Inc.

By: Carl I. Walters II., Chief Executive Officer, Outpatient Medical Center Inc.
Dear Parish Families,

On behalf of our Board of Directors and dedicated staff, I am pleased to share the following company updates with you. 
Outpatient Medical Center Inc. has recently:

So if you and/or a family member or friend:

- are struggling with difficult and challenging family dynamics
- are struggling with self-esteem challenges
- are struggling with school bullying issues
- are struggling with anxiety/depression
- are struggling with the recent loss of someone close to you
- are struggling coping with divorce challenges
- are in a verbal, physical or emotionally abuse relationship and need help 
coping with these issues
- are struggling with alcohol or substance abuse and are trying to break 
free from it
- are struggling with the life challenges that come with becoming a new 
mother

- have a history of high blood pressure
- have a history of cancer running in the family
- are diabetic and not currently under the care of a primary care provider
- have not been in for a six-month dental screening
- suffer from asthma
- have not been in for your annual medical check up
- have not been in for your regular GYN check-up
- need cost-effect Urgent Care Services
- need cost-effective Pharmacy Services
- need help signing up for insurance for yourself or your family

- undergone our annual Federally-required financial audit

- undergone our The Joint Commission re-certification audit

- undergone our Federal operational program compliance audit

- been awarded almost $100,000 in Federal Quality Program funding to 
recognize the outstanding work our dedicated company clinical teams 
are doing to improve the quality of care we provide our valued com-
munity families. Our clinical teams continue to work hard to utilize evi-
dence-based and national clinical best practices to continually improve 
the quality of care and corresponding clinical outcomes for you – our val-
ued community families. We plan to use this Federal funding to further 
strengthen our Board-approved Quality Plan as we remain committed to 
continually elevating the quality of the integrated Medical, Dental, Behav-
ioral and Specialty Services we provide

- been awarded $300,000 in Federal Oral Health Initiative (OHI) Program 
funding which will be used to upgrade our health system dental equip-
ment and patient care software across all of our health centers offering 
dental services. Outpatient Medical Center Inc. was one of only three 
Federally Qualified Health Centers in the state of Louisiana awarded this 
Federal funding; which again will be used to help elevate the quality of 
care we provide in our growing Dental Services service-line

- been awarded $167,000 in Federal Integrated Behavioral Health Services 
(IBHS) funding to further expand and strengthen our growing Behavioral 
Health Services service-line. Outpatient Medical Center Inc. plans to uti-
lize this funding to hire 2 full-time Licensed Clinical Social Workers (LCSW) 
and a full-time Behavioral Health Services Case Manager to support their 
offices; all of whom will be strategically placed within the schools to pro-
vide integrated Behavioral Health Services to our valued parish school-
children. More detailed information will be issued under an impending 
company press release regarding this exciting effort shortly

- hired a nationally-certified Licensed Profes-
sional Counselor (LPC) to bring up integrated 
Behavioral Health Services in our newly-ac-
quired rural health center; DeSoto Healthcare 
Center Inc., located in Mansfield and which 
services DeSoto and surrounding parish fami-
lies. Integrated Behavioral Health Services will 
be available Tuesday’s and Thursday’s at our 
Mansfield health center office and we antic-
ipate the offering of said services within the 
next 90 days

- hired another clinician to expand our DeSoto 
Healthcare Center Inc. Medical Group prima-
ry care services access. We encourage more 
DeSoto and surrounding parish families to use 
DeSoto Healthcare Center Inc. for your family’s primary care needs. The 
health center is currently taking new patients, accepts most insurances 
and welcomes walk-in’s, Veterans and their families. The health center is 
also open two Saturday’s every month to give families an alternative to 
high-prices hospital Emergency Room and Urgent Care

- signed contracts required to position our company to bring up more di-
verse outpatient Psychiatric Services; using a telemedicine services plat-
form. This will allow us to provide stronger Behavioral Health Services 
medication management and elevated outpatient psychiatric services to 
you – our valued patients. We have already started the roll-out of these 
services; which we envision being offered at all of our health center sites 
and;

- successfully rolled out the offering of Substance Abuse Services in our 
Natchitoches and Leesville Health Centers with plans to roll these ser-
vices out to our other health centers.

I/we encourage you to call us today at:

Natchitoches Health Center 318.352.9299  Leesville Health Center 337.238.1274  Tallulah Health Center 318.574.1453

DeSoto Healthcare Center Inc.      318.871.1633 

for a confidential appointment. Don’t have any money to pay for the visit? Not a problem. Because at Outpatient Medical Center Inc., it’s not about 
the money. It’s about you and doing what we can to help you take good care of your family and you. We have and will continue to be the health sys-
tem for good hardworking everyday people trying to do the best they can with what they have to do it with. Because caring for you is what we do at 
Outpatient Medical Center Inc. Be well; be informed; be in touch.

Leesville  Natchitoches   Tallulah  Mansfield
908 South 10th St. 1640 Breazeale Springs St. 804 Beech St.  7356 Hwy 509
Leesville, LA 71446 Natchitoches, LA 71457 Tallulah, LA 71282 Mansfield, La 71052
337-238-1274  318-352-9299   318-574-1453  318-871-1673
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Louisiana Stay-Cation 
-Thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving gives us a time to reflect on things 
we are thankful for.  We give thanks for our fam-
ilies, friends, home, jobs and our country.  It is a 
blessing to live in the United States, but living in 
Louisiana, with its rich and diverse history and cul-
ture, is the greatest blessing of all.

As Fall settles in for the long haul, Mother Nature stretches her wings over 
the south bringing cooler weather.  The crispness in the air has us throw-
ing back the covers, grabbing our coffee cup and a sweater, and heading 
out on the porch to catch the early morning sunrise.   As the rays peak 
over the horizon, the sun starts to warm the earth causing a fog-like mist 
over the ground.  As the sun comes in full view, the leaves all dressed in 
their fall colors, burst to life.  There is nothing like it.  It’s a moment, when 
you want to send up a little ‘Thank You, God!’.  

As the day warms up, it’s time to harvest the fall fruits - pears and apples, 
figs and peaches.  Apples for apple pie, peaches for peach cobbler, figs 
for fig tarts and pears for baked pear.  And nothing goes to waste, for the 
rest is for canning to enjoy over the winter.  It’s blackberry picking season, 
too.  Mmmm, blackberry cobbler with homemade vanilla ice cream.   Of 
course, let’s not forget to bring in the pumpkins.  Just in time for a won-
derful pumpkin pie, or two.  And maybe add them to our decorations.

Yet, it is the king of all pies, the one that sits in the middle of the desert 
table on Thanksgiving Day, the one folks put on their plate first to make 
sure they have a slice - the pecan pie.  It’s pecan harvest season and that 
makes us happy.  As a child, I remember, going out to harvest the pecans.  
We’d pick the pecan from the ground, examining each one, to make sure 
it was good to and ripe enough.  Standing among the pecan trees, you 
could count on the fall wind ruffling your hair and blowing it into your face 
and making you shirt-tail dance.  Such fun.  The pecan must be pick every 
day, since ants and birds like them too.   Then, inside to peel them.  Okay, 
that wasn’t my favorite part.  But all someone had to say was, “If you peel 
them, I’ll make a pie with them”. Done. 

There are oodles of vegetables ready for harvest in Fall.  More than 
enough to fill the cornucopia on the Thanksgiving table. One of which is 
sweet potatoes.  Bake it up, slice it open and add butter and brown sugar.  
Delicious!   A favorite Thanksgiving dish is yummy candied yams. I fix up a 
dish at Thanksgiving that has most coming back for seconds.  Butter, eggs, 
yams, brown sugar and vanilla mix topped with pecans and of course, 
more brown sugar and butter. Pure goodness. 

Fall also brings duck season and deer season.   A good roasted duck sea-
soned just right, toss in some new potatoes and carrots brings every one 
running when the dinner bell sounds.  What about deer sausage?  To me, 
it’s the perfect start of a gumbo.  Brown the sausage first, cooking it down 
so all that flavorful goodness will seep throughout the gumbo. And the 
smell has everyone’s mouths watering the minute they walk in the house. 

Louisiana is bountiful.  It’s not hard to see why living in Louisiana is spe-
cial.  Its bounty extends to us, opportunities to create amazing dishes that 
many try to duplicate in their own state or country after visiting Louisiana.  
We give thanks for that. Times might have changed, but in Louisiana, it’s 
always about family, love, thanksgiving and celebration. As Fall quietly 
folds into the most wonderful time of the year, now is the perfect time to 
celebrate our amazing Louisiana. 

Happy Thanksgiving, Y’all!
To find out more about traveling our beautiful state, please visit

www.louisianatravel.com

Louisiana
Home

Patricia Mouton

A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney C. Abington
Rodney@aapestsolutions.com

141 Cassidy Lane
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)

Plumbing, llC
O’bannOn

glen O’bannOn, Owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

Daily Lunch Specials 
(Monday - Sunday)

11:00 am to 2 pm

Dinner Specials
(Friday & Saturday)

4 pm to 10 pm

Hours: 7 Days a Week 
from 11:00am - 10:00pm

Dine In Available 

Call-in Orders Welcome 
(Pick Up at Window)

“Country Cookin
Made to Order”

Seafood - Steaks
PoBoys 

Sandwiches - Dessert
Drinks

“Come See Our new 

Changes”

Lawrence & Carolyn

Brandon, Owners
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So Thankful for My
Childhood
by Tommy O’Con, ATT Publisher

I grew up in Robeline, La. at a time 
when everyone treated each other 
with respect. We didn’t eat a lot of 
fast food. We drank Kool-aid, ate 
lunch meat sandwiches, PB&J sand-
wiches, grilled cheese sandwiches, 
hot dogs, pot pies, TV dinners but 
mostly homemade meals  such as 
meatloaf, fried chicken, roast beef 
& pork chops.. We grew up during 
a time when we would gather glass 
bottles to take to the store and use the deposit money to buy penny can-
dy. (We even got a brown paper bag to put the candy in). You sure could 
get a lot for 25 cents. We went outside to play games, rode bikes,  and 
raced against siblings,  played hide and seek, Red Rover, Red light green 
light, Mother may I, kick the can and yes the games got more daring as 
we grew older...There was no bottled water, therefore we would drink 
straight from a water hose, no microwave or cable tv, or cell phones.

We ate biscuit and gravy at the breakfast table before going to school. 
We did our homework, a chore or two and went out to play ball or other 
games with friends after school and watched some cartoons on Saturday 
morning. If you were bad in school, you got in trouble there and when 
you got home you got in trouble again because they magically already 
knew. Paddling was allowed in school and you behaved yourself or else.

We would ride our bikes for hours all without a cell phone or electronic 
games.

You LEARNED from your parents instead of disrespecting them and treat-
ing them as if they knew nothing. What they said might as well have been 
the gospel.

If someone had a fight, that’s what it was...a fist fight and you were back 
to being friends after. Kids that were around guns were taught to respect 
them and never thought of taking a life.

You had to be close enough to home to hear your Mom yelling to tell you 
it’s time to come home for dinner or when the street lights came on. We 
ate around the dinner table and talked to each other. School was MANDA-
TORY. We said the Pledge of Allegiance and  listened to our teachers. We 
watched what we said around our elders because we knew If we DISRE-
SPECTED any grown-up we would get our behinds busted, it wasn’t called 
abuse, it was called discipline! ... We held doors, carried groceries and 
gave up our seat without being asked to.

You didn’t hear curse words on the radio or TV, and IF you cursed you did 
it away from the public or you got your mouth washed out with a bar of 
soap. “Please” and “Thank you” were part of our daily dialogue!

I am so thankful for my childhood and will never forget where I came 
from! Wouldn’t it be nice if it were possible to get back to this way of life?

comparable sales, including double digit e-commerce sales growth, each 
quarter this year.”

Glazer said the six department stores converted to Gordmans in smaller 
mid-west markets delivered a shifted comparable sales increase of more 
than 150% in the fourth quarter.

“This further increases our confidence in the next phase of our strate-
gy, as the 2019 conversions are predominantly in these smaller mid-west 
markets,” he said. At year-end, total inventories were down 3%, in line 
with our expectations, and excess availability under our credit facility was 
$82 million.”

For the full year, net sales were $1.58 billion compared to $1.59 billion. 
Same-store sales decreased 1.9%. Shifted comparable sales increased 
6.7% in off-price, decreased 2.9% for department stores, and decreased 
1.6% for total company. Net loss was $87.7 million, compared to net loss 
of $37.3 million. (Stage Stores’ fiscal 2018 results included $14.9 million 
of non-cash impairments related to the Peebles trade name as a result of 
its multi-year conversion strategy.)

Stage Stores to convert 
70 to 80 Department  
Stores to Gordmans

Stage Stores is shrinking its department store footprint through store clo-
sures and the acceleration of its off-price store conversion program.
The store in Natchitoches will remain open and will operate under the 
Gordmans name.

The department store retailer on Thursday said it plans to convert 70 
to 80 of its stores to the Gordmans banner in 2019, with 19 converted 
locations opening on March 7, and 18 opening at the end of March. An 
additional 30 to 40 stores will be converted in time for the back-to-school 
season. Stage Stages also plans to exit 40 to 60 underperforming depart-
ment stores.

“We’re excited to accelerate our off-price conversion strategy,” Stage 
Stores president and CEO Michael Glazer said on the chain’s quarterly 
call with investors. “For the last few years, the off-price sector has seen 
tremendous growth despite the challenges that have faced traditional 
retailers. These results in off-price were the catalysts for us to invest in 
Gordmans when the opportunity presented itself in 2017 and we have 
since transformed these stores into a true off-price concept that rep-
resents significant growth potential.”

Stage Stores acquired 48 stores and a distribution center from Gordmans 
in March 2017 after the company filed for bankruptcy and decided to liq-
uidate. It turned the acquired chain into an off-pricer to successful results 
— so successful that Stage Stores launched a strategy to convert some 
of its department store locations to the off-price model. The company 
plans to convert 150 more department stores to off-price by the middle 
of 2020, giving it a total of about 300.

“Given the strong conversion results in 2018, we expect these efforts to 
benefit our comparable sales performance in 2019 by at least 200 ba-
sis points,” stated Glazer. “By the end of 2020, off-price sales will repre-
sent approximately 50% of our total sales volume.” (As of March 7, Stage 
Stores operates 709 Bealls, Goody’s, Palais Royal, Peebles and Stage spe-
cialty department stores and 87 Gordmans’ off-price stores.)

The cost of conversion is about $125,000 per store. The company can 
“comfortably” fund all its 2019 conversion activities within its historical 
$30 million to $35 million capital spend, Glazer said.

In addition to ramping up off-price conversions, Stage Stores is expanding 
the home category within its department stores, rolling out new assort-
ments and high-capacity home fixturing in all stores.

Stage Stores on Thursday posted a net loss, including $14.9 million of 
non-cash tradename impairment, of $7.8 million for the quarter ended 
Feb. 2; EBITDA adjusted for impairments was $27.1 million.

Net sales were $520 million compared to $549 million in the year-ago 
period, which had an extra week. Total company comparable sales de-
creased 2.4%. Shifted comparable sales, comparing the thirteen weeks 
ended February 2, 2019 and February 3, 2018, increased 0.6%.

“The fourth quarter represented our best quarter of shifted comparable 
sales results in fiscal 2018, and we are excited for the momentum to car-
ry forward,” said Glazer. “We drove sequential improvement in shifted 
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Black History Brief: The 
Ugly Side of Black History 
in Louisiana
by Edwin Crayton

Not all black history in Louisiana is inspiring. 
Some is depressing. Unfortunately, it’s not all 
triumphant stories about people becoming the 
first black person to do this or invent that. Some 
black history is about horrific incidents that hap-
pened to innocent people whose only sin was being born a color that was 
not popular at the particular time.   In most cases, the wrongdoing was by 
racist whites. But honestly, in some cases it was African Americans them-
selves who acted in scandalous ways. In the end, it’s all black history and 
the stories are ones we can learn from.  Some people made black history 
by doing well. Others made it by doing things that were not good and in 
fact either very harmful to themselves and others or both. History has 
been kind to those who were wronged. Justice was served, eventually. 
And history has also recorded the nasty deeds of those who have abused 
their moment in the spotlight of time.  The Bible says it all, “You shall 
reap what you sow.” Eventually, those who reap good things and try to 
contribute to others tend to reap goodness or justice. On the other hand, 
those who thrive by reaping negative or evil things or who surrender to 
selfishness or greed, reap things that are just as negative or harmful to 
themselves and to their legacies. A couple of examples follow.

On June 7, 1892, a black man named Homer Plessy boarded a train in 
New Orleans and sat down. The problem was he sat in the whites only 
section---illegal in Louisiana at the time because of an 1890 law. Plessy 
was jailed and convicted in a trial, but filed a petition against the judge in 
the case--John Ferguson. His point was that the 1890 law that he violated 
was itself a violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amend-
ment. But this was 1892. He lost when the U.S. Supreme Court in 1896, 
ruled in Plessy vs. Ferguson, that separate but equal segregation was not 
unconstitutional and that ill-conceived decision strengthened Jim Crow 
Segregation throughout the South for decades.  On another June day in 
1953, African Americans in Baton Rouge, Louisiana tried again to end seg-
regation in travel by staging the first bus boycott in America.  The boycott 
did not end segregation, but it inspired blacks in Montgomery, Alabama 
to try to also end bus segregation. That one ignited when a local lady 
named Rosa Parks like Mr. Plessy, refused to give up her seat. With the 
help of a young minister named Martin Luther King Jr. and an involved, 
committed black community, this boycott succeeded and Plessy’s dream 
of unrestricted seating for blacks became a reality in the South and all 
over the nation. It helped launch the Civil Rights Movement across Amer-
ica.

Some people might tell you that Congressman William Jefferson from 
Louisiana had the kind of popularity and political skills that would allow 
him to make history. But he made history the wrong way. He made it by 
becoming the congressman that got the longest sentence imposed on 
a congressman for corruption—13 years. According to the Washington 
Post, Jefferson was accused and convicted of using his office as “a criminal 
enterprise to enrich himself, soliciting and accepting hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in bribes to support his business ventures in Africa.”    The 
case is memorable because investigators found $90,000 in cash in the 
congressman’s refrigerator. My mother liked to say, “Maybe he just want-
ed to have some cold cash on hand.”

Eventually Jefferson was freed before serving his full sentence.  But his 
legacy was damaged by the scandal. A legacy is worth more than any 
amount of money he might have made on the schemes that caused his 
fall.
_________
Local Shout Outs:  The Natchitoches Community Improvement Founda-
tion (NCIF) will be audited. The foundation is court-ordered to distrib-
ute 1.8 million in funds to the public in the areas of housing, education, 
economic development and recreation. But the foundation has been the 
subject of controversy, partially involving the fact that it has not been 
audited as required in its bylaws. NCIF was supposed to be audited in 
October of 2018, but put it off. A full year later, the foundation finally 
voted at its October 8, 2019 quarterly meeting to hire a CPA firm to do 
the audit. It remains to be seen if they will follow through. Additionally, 
the board despite the term limits of the NCIF bylaws voted to let three 
board members remain on the board, despite the fact that their terms 
expired. They have now been on the board 12 months past their terms 

and NCIF’s own rules stipulated those with expired terms must step down 
for a year. Those members are Leo Walker, Diane Blake Jones and Kelvin 
Porter. Walker is acting as chairman, presiding over the meetings despite 
his expired status as a member.

Support the Natchitoches Coalition on Homelessness. They help the 
homeless get off the street and provide food assistance. Please call 
313296-3128.

“Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will 
he also reap.” ---Galatians 6:7

Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours

Chief Detective Bradley 
Marr Retires

A large crowd was on hand Oct. 18th in the Sabine Parish Police Jury meet-
ing room to celebrate with Chief Detective Bradley Marr. He is retiring af-
ter 23 years with the Sabine Parish Sheriff Department. “His experience, 
knowledge, and humor will be missed”, said Sheriff Ronny Richardson.
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Magnolia Lace Boutique
where every lady leaves feeling like a southern belle!

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

179 Herring Lane Many

South Toledo Bend

Waterfront Home

Near Big Bass

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com
Ronald Brandon, Broker

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

2BD 2 BA

1664 sq ft+/-

Listing Agent:

Anna E Remedies 
318-508-0680

318.256.6410
318-256-0775

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

Place Your orders NoW
318-352-5910

Edible Fruit 
Arrangements

Chocolate Covered 
Strawberries

Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
Even Sweeter Prices!

We Cater Events
& Deliver

The Holidays are
fast coming upon us, so

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent
Nakeria Conday - Receptionist

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners

Add beauty and value to your home 
with the professional installation of 

seamless aluminum gutters.

Wide Choice

of Colors

Benny Kilgore (318) 471-8997

Josh Kilgore (318) 471-9333

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

We offer gutter cleaning

Worsham Cleaners
1235 Alabama Avenue, Many, LA 71449

Hours of
operation
8-5 M-F
8-12 Sat. Phone: 318-256-2233

Attention Coushatta Residents:
Give  Will or Wendi a call and to make

arrangements for pick ups!

“Look for discounts in the future!“

New management!
Come where customers

matter!!

Full Service Laundry and Alterations
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Rivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

Healthy Behaviors
Program Grant Available 
The Rapides Foundation has 
released its Healthy Behaviors 
Program Grant. Through this 
grant opportunity, the Founda-
tion seeks to prevent and re-
duce obesity and prevent and 
control tobacco use by funding 
communities committed to im-
plementing strategic action and 
research-based prevention pro-
grams across the nine Central 
Louisiana parishes served by the 
Foundation.
 
The goal of this funding oppor-
tunity is to support nonprof-
it organizations, community 
groups and government en-
tities to develop, implement, 
and enhance comprehensive 
community-based wellness and 
prevention projects focusing on 
evidence-based nutrition and 
physical activity and tobacco 
prevention and control strat-
egies. Interested applicants 
should thoroughly review the 
funding opportunity details and 
deadlines in the Request for Proposals located on the Foundation’s web-
site.
 
Grants of up to $225,000 over a three-year period are available. Appli-
cants must be nonprofit organizations classified as tax-exempt under 
Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, or a government organi-
zation. Grant proposals should impact residents within Allen, Avoyelles, 

Catahoula, Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Rapides, Vernon or Winn parish-
es. The Foundation will consider only one application per organization or 
agency per grant cycle.
 
This is a two-stage grant process. The first step to apply for the Healthy 
Behaviors Program Grant is to submit a Letter of Intent by the deadline of 
Thursday, December 19, 2019. Approved Letters of Intent will be invited 
to submit a full proposal due to the Foundation by April 9, 2020. Letters of 
Intent must be submitted using the Foundation’s online application pro-
cess. Complete details about the funding opportunity, including links to 
the online application, can be found on the Foundation’s website at www.
rapidesfoundation.org under the “Grants” tab.
 
The mission of The Rapides Foundation is to improve the health status of 
Central Louisiana. Eating healthier, being active and not using tobacco are 
health behaviors that research shows can reduce the risk of some can-
cers, heart disease and diabetes. This funding opportunity is part of the 
Foundation’s Healthy Behaviors Initiative.

406 Pelican Drive, Pineville, LA 71360
318-730-6705

“Where the Love of God Dwells...”

ORDER OF SERVICES
Intercessory Prayer • Tuesday, 7pm

Bible Study • Thursday, 7pm
Sunday School • 10am

Sunday Worship • 12 Noon

“Come and get your New Start”Pastor
Amos T. Brown

Elect Lady
Carla Brown
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Kiwanis Club of
Natchitoches Honors
Deputy Sheriff of the Year

From L to R)  Kiwanis President Rodney Boswell presents Deputy Turner 
with Deputy of Year plaque, Chief of Youth Services Wendy Llorens and 
Sheriff Victor Jones.

Last week, Kiwanis Club of Natchitoches honored Natchitoches Parish 
Sheriff’s Deputy Derick Turner as the “Kiwanis Deputy of the Year” during 
their annual awards banquet in Natchitoches.

Deputy Derick Turner started his career as a corrections officer with the 
NPSO corrections division in April of 1996.

In December of 2001 he transferred to the patrol division, where he pro-
tected and served the people of Natchitoches parish.

In August of 2004, Deputy Turner was promoted to Captain over Security 
for the Corrections Division, where he supervised correction officers & 
work crews for 11 years.

In August of 2015, the Sheriff’s office Youth Services Division happily ac-
cepted Deputy Turner’s application to join the School Resource Officer’s 
and DARE Instructors.

Deputy Turner was no stranger to the Youth Services Division where he 
had volunteered for several years in the summer months, attending and 
chaperoning students at the Sheriff’s Youth Leadership Camps.

It takes a special person especially a Law Enforcement person to want to 
work in the schools with our young people.

Deputy Turner always has the best interests of our division and the DARE 
program at heart, he has always shown professionalism and loyalty to this 
department when working with the people of our community and our 
fellow officers.

Derick is dedicated, which is evident by his willingness to respond to the 
numerous “calls for service” (parades, community presentations, faculty 
in-services trainings and high school/college informational trainings) we 
receive on a regular basis’s.

He is well respected among his peers and displays a professional work 
ethic in any task given him.

As a DARE instructor and School Resource officer, Derick has worked in 
several schools and is valued at all. He is well liked and respected by stu-
dents, parents and faculty.

Recently, Deputy Turner was recognized with the Life Saving Award along 
with a fellow officer for their swift, heroic actions that resulted in a life be-
ing saved from “harm’s way” during the Natchitoches Christmas Festival.
Congratulations Deputy Turner

Town of Many to begin 
Garbage Collection on
November 1st
by Mary Brocato

L-R: Tavoris Garner-Sanitation Specialist;  Mark Oxley-Sanitation Super-
visor; Many Mayor Ken Freeman; Dominique Green-Sanitation Specialist
 
Residents of Many will have new garbage and trash collectors beginning 
Nov. 1.  Many Mayor Ken Freeman announced that the town has pur-
chased a new garbage truck and hired three operators who will begin 
their collection routes on Nov. 1.

 ”I am especially pleased about this new endeavor because we think it will 
result in a savings each month on our residents’ water bills,”  said Mayor 
Freeman.

 Freeman explained that the town’s new contract with the private compa-
ny it has previously used  for garbage collection  would increase by 20% in 
the first year and 7% each successive year.  Freeman said he thought they 
had priced themselves out of range for the Town of Many.

 ”We just couldn’t see paying that kind of increase which would have to 
be passed on to our residents.  That’s when I carefully started researching 
the merit of the town going into the garbage business.  I found that it 
would result in a saving for the town and our residents.  We hope  that we 
will have a savings each month which will be reflected in the December 
water bills,” said Freeman.

 Freeman said the new garbage collection truck is a state-of-the-art truck 
which cost $140 thousand dollars.  However, it is expected that the truck 
will be paid for within three years, and a second used truck will then be 
purchased as a back-up collection truck.

 The mayor said, “We have three new city employees who will be in charge 
of picking up all trash throughout the town.  Travoris Garner and Domi-
nique Green will be our sanitation specialists who will make the actual 
trash collections.  Mark Oxley will be the sanitation supervisor and will 
also drive the new truck on its different collection routes.”

 Trash collection will begin on Friday, Nov. 1, and the truck will follow the 
same schedule with pick up days on Monday and Thursday, Tuesday and 
Friday.

 ”Our crew and truck will begin pick-up of trash at 4 a.m. each morning, ”  
the mayor said.

 ”This, we believe, is a win-win situation for everyone.  We will be provid-
ing a good service to our residents and we believe we will also be saving 
them money.  We work hard for the citizens of Many to make their lives 
better in our community.  This is a good example of accomplishing some-
thing that benefits everyone,” concluded Mayor Freeman.
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Lee Lee’s
Children’s

Boutique
Neu Designs

 318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

1013 N. Main St., Zwolle, LA

COUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • 

Seafood • Steak Fingers • Hand Battered 
Onion Rings • Livers • Breast Filets • 

Much, Much More

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm

Call In Orders 
To Go

256-3953

105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

Indoor Shopping
VENDORS WELCOME

CALL 409-625-1606

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas
GREAT   LOCATION   FOR

 GARAGE   SALES

FRIDAY -  SUNDAY • 9  to  5

THE INK SPOT
510 university Parkway

natChitOChes, la 71457

beCky Or larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we 
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 species 
of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kangaroos 
and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy goats 

and baby roos. You never know what you may find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-
on” with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We 
offer drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the 
comfort of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the 

petting zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!

Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME
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Around the Town Marketplace

Place your order by calling
(318) 471-6948

All Major Credit Cards Accepted!
(Items shipped directly to customers)

Around the Town Marketplace

Great Items – Great Value
Sale Prices Good Through November 30, 2019

French Fry and Vegetable Cutter 
(ITEM #KTFFCTR)

Julienne in a jiffy with this lever-op-
erated Maxam® Vegetable Cutter 
tool, creating even cuts of a variety 
of vegetables. The Maxam® French 
Fry and Vegetable Cutter makes 
short work of creating your favor-
ite sweet potato or russet fries, and 
quickly slices other vegetables for 
the party dip tray. Features stain-
less steel construction, suction 
base, and 2 sizes of cutting grids. 
Measures 9-3/4" x 5" x 3-1/2". Gift 
boxed. 

    SALE PRICE $25 REG. PRICE $39

3’ x 5’ United States Flag (ITEM 
#GFLGP35)

Features 100% polyester material 
and 2 grommets. Carded. 

   SALE PRICE $6         REG. PRICE $10

Maxam® Knife Set with Cutting 
Board (ITEM #CT82MB)

Set includes: chef’s knife, slicer, 
boning knife, utility knife, and par-
ing knife; all are housed in a col-
or gift Box with magnetic closure 
with cutting board and sharpening 
steel. Gift Box Measures 14-3/4” x 
10-3/4” x 1-7/16” Limited lifetime 
warranty 

    SALE PRICE $20        REG. PRICE $39

Chef’s Secret® 8pc 8-1/2” Steak 
Knife Set (ITEM #CTCS8)

Each steak knife features a surgi-
cal stainless steel edge that never 
needs sharpening and a polypro-
pylene, dishwasher-safe, sanitary 
handle. For the busy woman or man 
who crams 30 hours into a 24-hour 
day, these dishwasher-safe knives 
will be a lifesaver. Limited lifetime 
warranty. $24.00 Open Stock Value. 
Gift boxed.

SALE PRICE $15        REG. PRICE $24

    Maxam® 3pc Small Household 
Scissor Set (ITEM #CTSCHS3)

The Maxam® 3pc Small Household 
Scissor Set is one of our custom-
er favorites. A must-have kitchen 
utensil for opening food packages, 
and an indispensable tool for the 
home office, sewing or craft room, 
you’ll buy more than one set be-
cause this scissor set is so versa-
tile. Soft-touch handles offer a safe, 
comfortable grip. Set includes an 
8-1/2” pair of scissors and 2 pairs 
of scissors measuring 5-1/8” each. 
Limited lifetime warranty. Color 
card. 

    SALE PRICE $10        REG. PRICE $13

12-Bulb LED Desk Lamp (ITEM 
#ELDSKLT)

Features adjustable head. Requires 
3 AA batteries (not included). Mea-
sures 7-7/8” x 3” x 4-1/4”. Gift 
boxed. 

   SALE PRICE $11       REG. PRICE $15

300,000V Stun Gun and Flashlight 
with Sheath (ITEM #ELSTUN)

Increase your sense of personal se-
curity in virtually any situation with 
the Maxam® 300,000V Stun Gun 
and Flashlight with Sheath. Device 
can be used as stun gun or flash-
light, with genuine leather sheath 
included for storage and easy carry. 
Requires 9V alkaline battery (not in-
cluded). Measures 5-1/2” x 1-3/4” 
x 7/8”. Gift boxed. 

    SALE PRICE $25       REG. PRICE $32

Deluxe Cleaning Kit in Wood Case 
(ITEM #SPGUNCLN)

Clean your arsenal and keep your 
gear in top shape with the Classic 
Safari™ Deluxe Cleaning Kit in Wood 
Case. This set features 10 phosphor 
bronze brushes for cleaning 10/12 
Ga, 20/28 Ga, .410 bore, .44/.45, 
.357/.38/9mm, .30, .40/10mm, 
.22, .17, and .270/.280; 5 cleaning 
mops for 10/12 Ga, 20/28 Ga, .410 
bore, .357/.38, and .22; a shotgun 
patch puller, and rifle patch puller. 
Includes a 3pc rod with assembly 
for .17 caliber rifle and up, pistol 
or shotgun. Cleaning rod adapters 
included. All enclosed in a 12-1/8” 
x 7-3/4” x 1-5/8” wood case with 
brass-tone hinges and latch. 

SALE PRICE $25   REG. PRICE $39

Apple Peeler/Corer/Slicer (ITEM 
#KTAPPLE)

Peel, core, and slice an apple in sec-
onds with the Maxam® Apple Peel-
er/Corer/Slicer. It will take longer 
for the pie to bake than it will take 
you to prepare the filling with this 
versatile Maxam® kitchen tool. Fea-
tures a suction base, razor-sharp 
stainless steel blades, chrome-plat-
ed winding rod, screw-on handle, 
and 3-prong extension. Measures 
12” x 5” x 4-1/2”. Gift boxed.

SALE PRICE $15    REG. PRICE $25

Decorative Lockback Knife (ITEM 
#SKWLFBX)

This unique Maxam® Decorative 
Lockback Knife is a prime display 
item for nature and outdoor en-
thusiasts. The wolf art on both the 
knife and the box will captivate and 
intrigue admirers. Features stain-
less steel honed blade, Leymar™ 
handle with wolf inlay and display 
box with inset wolf image. Knife 
measures 4-1/8” closed, 7” open. 
Box measures 5-1/8” x 3-1/4” x 
1-1/4”. Limited lifetime warranty. 
Gift boxed. 

   SALE PRICE $12   REG. PRICE $17

3pc Liner Lock Knife Set (ITEM #SK-
LWCAM3)

One knife set with so many uses. 
The Maxam® 3pc Liner Lock Knife 
Set is packed in a blow-molded case 
for easy storage and protection 
when not in use. Each knife features 
textured matte finish camo han-
dles and black, non-glare blades. 
Knives equipped with a thumbstud 
for easy one-hand opening, and a 
clip. Knives measure 4-1/2” closed. 
Two measure 7-5/8” open and one 
measures 7-7/8” open. Limited life-
time warranty. 

    SALE PRICE $25    REG. PRICE $35
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318-471-6948   aroundthetownla@aol.com
DISTRIBUTED MONTHLY AT 160+ LOCATIONS

ALL ADS ARE FULL COLOR!
10,000 FREE PRINT EDITION DISTRIBUTED EACH MONTH

FREE ONLINE EDITION UPLOADED ON THE FIRST OF EACH MONTH

BUSINESS REVIEW SIZE
4.5” W X 2” H

$60 FOR ONE MONTH
$40/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/8 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 4”H

$80 FOR ONE MONTH
$60/MONTH W/12 MONTH CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/4 PAGE SIZE
5“W X 8”H

$180 FOR ONE MONTH
$150/MONTH W/12 MONTH

CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

1/2 PAGE SIZE
HORIZONTAL • 10”W X 8”H

VERTICAL • 5”W X 16”H 
$300 FOR ONE MONTH

$250/MONTH W/12 MONTH
CONTRACT

FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

FULL PAGE SIZE
10“W X 16”H

$575 FOR ONE MONTH
$450/MONTH W/12 MONTH

CONTRACT
FREE INCLUSION IN ONLINE EDITION

Natchitoches Parish - Sabine Parish - Vernon Parish

ADVERTISE!
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Around The Town  “Photos of the Month” were taken by Mrs. Glenda Thaxton, a retired Sabine 
Parish educator.  Glenda loves photography as a hobby and has a special talent for her beau-

tiful photos of nature.

Photos of the Month
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Finest Memorials Since 1965 
Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Raggio Tire, llc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

Southern Belle
HAIR SALON

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318) 352-8650
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

Social Security Suspended 
Scam Alert
Recently the Natchitoches 
Parish Sheriff’s Office has 
received calls from parish 
residents inquiring about 
telephone calls they are re-
ceiving on their home and 
cellular telephones. The 
calls appear to be from the 
social security administra-
tion informing them that their social security card has been suspended 
due to some suspcious or fraudulent activity.

The call recipient is then asked to press 1 and follow instructions.
This is a SCAM!!!!!!!! Just hang up!!!

Your Social Security Card will never be suspended.

Below are some examples of the calls reported to the Social Security Ad-
ministration.

Please do not give any personal information out over the telephone.
If you need any assistance contact the NPSO High Tech Crime Unit at 357-
7830.

Phone Scam Alert – 60 second version

Scammer message: Department of the Social Security Administration. 
The reason of this call is to inform you that your Social Security number 
has been suspended for suspicion of illegal activity.

If you do not contact us immediately, your account will be deactivated.
For more information about this case file, press 1 or call immediately our 
department number 326–

Announcer: This is a scam!

Thieves are misusing the Social Security Administration’s authority in 
phone schemes to trick you into giving them money or personal informa-
tion.

They state there is a problem with your Social Security number or ac-
count.

They claim there has been suspicious or fraudulent activity and you could 
be arrested or face other legal action.

They even spoof SSA’s main customer-service telephone number on caller 
ID.

Don’t believe them. Don’t provide any information.

SSA employees will never threaten you for information or promise bene-
fits in exchange for information.

In those cases, the call is fraudulent. Just hang up.

If you suspect you’ve been contacted by an SSA scammer call the Social 
Security Fraud Hotline at 1-800-269-0271.

Phone Scam Alert – 30 second version

Scammer message: Your Social Security number has been suspended. If 
you do not contact us, your account will be deactivated.

Announcer: Scammers are aggressive when they contact a potential vic-
tim.

Social Security Administration employees will never threaten you for in-
formation or promise benefits in exchange for information.

In those cases, the call is fraudulent, and you should just hang up. Don’t 
provide any personal or financial information to these thieves.

Call the Social Security Fraud Hotline at 1-800-269-0271.
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At the holiday season, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who have made our progress possible. It is in this 
spirit that we say…”Thank You and Best Wishes for the holidays season.”
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Save a Turkey!
During a recent outing, something strange 
happened, while I was shopping in the gro-
cery store.  As I strolled by one of the large 
open freezer bins holding frozen turkeys.  
I looked in, making a mental note that I 
needed to pick up a turkey for Thanksgiv-
ing dinner.

A sarcastic voice on the side of me asked 
“You’re not going to buy one of those, are 
you?” ---- I looked around, then down, 
and there stood the animated turkey.  All I could do is stare trying to ra-
tionalize how was an animated turkey was talking to me.  I reached out 
to make sure he wasn’t an illusion. ----  “Hey watch it!  You’re ruffling my 
features.” He said as he ran his wing over the top of his head. ----  “Who 
are you? And what are you doing here? And how can I see and hear you?”

“I am Claude. And because you are the one.” ---- Surprised at his answer, 
“The one?” ---- “Yes.  I was told by the Turkey God, that the one who sees 
me, is the one that will help me.  You see me, so you are the one.” ---- I 
looked up at the ceiling and took a deep breath.  This is crazy.  I’m having 
a conversation with an animated turkey.

“Hey, Lady!” When I didn’t answer, he hopped up into the freezer bin, 
gasped the edge of the bin and leaned forward, “Earth to lady! I need 
your help.”  When he saw, I was about to argue, he adds, “Please.”  Bring-
ing his wings together, punctuated with a sad pleading look on his face. 
I look around me before answering in a whisper, “Listen, I have to finish 
up here, so I can get back to work at home. Meet me there, and I will see 
what I can do.” ---- “Deal.” And in a blink of an eye, he was gone.

Later, I sat at my computer ready to work, and guess who shows up.  Yep. 
Claude. ----  He dived right in, “So, how are you going to help me?” ---- 
“You really never said what it is I’m supposed to help you with.” ---- “To 
help me with my Help Save a turkey campaign.”

“I get that.  But how?  What are your ideas?” ----  “Well, now that you 
asked.  I was thinking since the President of the United States pardons a 
turkey every Thanksgiving, why couldn’t the Governor of every state and 
Mayors of every city do so too?” ---- I questioned, “If we save all the tur-
key as you ask, then what are people going to have as a main course for 
their Thanksgiving dinner?” ---- “Chicken!” he quickly replied.

There beside Claude, stood a Foghorn rooster look alike.   In his southern 
accent said, “Well I say, I say now wait just a dog-gone minute.  You ain’t 
taking one of my little ladies for your Thanksgiving dinner.” ---- Claude 
confirmed, “Come on Jessie. You know I didn’t mean any of your ladies.” 
Claude looks at me and suggested, “how about ham.”

Poof.  And just like that, a porky pig joins us. “Wait just a minute!  I have 
something to say about that.” ---- And that started a ‘discussion’ between 
the three of them. 

It was quite the moment with look-alike of some of my favorite child-
hood cartoon characters standing on my kitchen table.  If I had only had 
the wits about me during all this, to have taken a picture. ---- “Guys!” 
They stopped and looked at me. “Remember.  Substitute for turkey?  For 
Thanksgiving? Any ideas?  Folks are not going to go for no turkey and no 
good substitute.”

After rubbing his chin, Clause lifts one feather in the air and said, “I got 
it.  Let’s have everyone choose one of the ‘old birds’. ---- Whish.  An older 
Turkey (ie ‘Old Bird’) appeared.  Out of thin air she produces a rolled-up 
newspaper.  With one swipe, connects with the side of Claude’s head.  
Bam.  Claude’s head swivels back and forth. “Watch it, Junior?”

Claude cowards, “Mom!”  Pleading his case, “Of course, I I I didn’t mean 
you!” ---- The ‘Old Bird’ looked at me and asked, “so how are you going 
to help my son.”

I leaned back an inch or two, since she had the rolled-up newspaper 
raised up.  “We are trying to decide a good replacement for the turkey for 
Thanksgiving dinners.” ---- The ‘Old Bird’ thought a moment, “Hmmmm.  
Aha! A goose! They are very delicious. Everyone likes them, I hear.”
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Fiction-Ally “Maude! I cannot believe you would say that!” came from a Mother 

Goose look alike. ---- The ‘Old Bird’, ie Maude, turns.  Recognizing the 
voice, said in her sweetest voice, “Of course, I didn’t mean you, or any of 
your kinfolk, Mabel Jean. I was just repeating what I had heard.” 

They smile at each and proceeded to hug.  I interrupted all the friendly 
chitchat of Maude and Mabel Jean’s reunion, “how about we move on, 
any more ideas?” ---- “Who is she?” demanded Mother Goose, Mabel 
Jean.

Old Bird, Maude answers in a loud whisper, “she’s 
the one helping Claude with his campaign.” ---- 
“What position is he running for?” Goose Mabel 
Jean inquired.

“I’ll explain later.”  She assures Mabel Jean, and 
then looked at me and said, “Proceed.” ----  And so 
I did. “Let’s try something different.  Does anyone know how many tur-
keys there are in the United States?” ---- Jessie, the Forhorn Rooster look 
alike, spoke up, “What good does that do, little lady?”

“Well,” I explained, “if we know how many turkeys they are, then we 
match them to how many states and cities there are. We then will know 
how many turkeys we will be saving.”

No one spoke up. So, I suggested, “Let’s ask Siri on the phone.” ---- A ro-
tary-dial phone appeared.  Claude picks up the receiver and asked it “Siri, 
how many turkeys are there in the United States?”  ---- All that was heard 
was the dial tone changing to a long series of beeps, then no sound.  

Porky Pig look alike, who was quiet up until now, said, “It doesn’t know.”
---- I tried to explain, “That’s because it isn’t a smart phone.”  To which 
got me blank stares. ---- “A smart phone, like this.”  I held up my IPhone.  
Claude takes it from me and looks at its black screen, “Siri, how many 
turkeys are there in the United States?” ---- “Claude, you need push the 
big button first.”

All the other characters said as if they knew this information all along, 
“Yeah, you have to push the big button.” ---- Claude glared at them and 
pushed the big button, “Siri, how many turkeys are there in the United 
States?”

The voice that came out wasn’t Siri, however.  “Claude, what are you do-
ing? You need to stop this stupid campaign, and get home to your family.”
Shocked more than anyone, Claude questioned in a shaky voice, “Lou-
ise?”  ---- We are joined by Louise, Claude’s wife.  She looks around.  And 
to me asked, “Who are you?  Are you messing with my Claude?” Then she 
looks at Claude “Are you two-timing me?”

“No, Honey. Honest.” Claude assured her. ---- Maude interjects, “Louise, 
this lady is help Claude on his ‘Save a Turkey’ campaign. She is trying to 
help us.  Him.”

“Ha!” is all Louise said to that.  And gave me a don’t mess with my man 
look.  She could be assured that would never happen.  I wondered not for 
the first time, didn’t they realize, they are animated.

An idea came to me, “how about I do this – I write an article on your be-
half, appealing to everyone who reads it, to ask their governor.” ---- “And 
their Mayors.” interjected Jessie.  ---- I confirmed, “and their Mayors, to 
pardon one turkey, each, this Thanksgiving to help ‘Save a Turkey’.  Would 
that work?” ---- Nods all around.  Claude looks at me and said, “Thank 
you.” 

A cloud surrounds them as they disappear. But before it completely dis-
appears, the cloud widens and I heard “th- th- that’s all folks”.  With that, 
the cloud completely disappeared.

So, as promised, I write with Claude’s plea for each of you to reach out to 
your Mayor or Governor, asking him to join the President of the United 
States, and pardon one turkey this Thanksgiving in support of ‘Save a Tur-
key’ campaign. 

Off the Record: Don’t tell Claude, but between you and me, there will be 
a delicious roasted turkey on my table this Thanksgiving.  And not of the 
animated type. Just saying.

H a p p y  Th a n k s g i v i n g ! ! !
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Let’s Sudoku!CROSSWORD

Kids Corner Puzzles
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Mitchell’s Barber Shop LLC
60 Rebecca’s Circle, Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6001
Men, Women and Kids

Tuesday-Friday 9 to 6 & Saturday 10 to 4

In God We Trust

Karen Mitchell   Master Barber-Cosmetologist   318-663-5920

Jami Kelley   Barber/Stylist   318-533-8552

S
H
O
P

L
O
C
A
L
L
Y

LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNA
BREWER
LeChic Salon/Barber

99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA
318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421

EXOTIC One of a Kind WOOD PENS
Handcrafted by Rick Zelle

From the World’s Most Beautiful
and Expensive Woods

604 Keyser Avenue
Natchitoches, LA 71457 318-354-7772

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

THE INK SPOT
510 university Parkway

natChitOChes, la 71457

beCky Or larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

AUTO GLASS REPLACEMENT & REPAIR

P & J Embroidery & Monogramming

604 Keyser Ave., Natchitoches, LA

(318) 354-7772

M a i n  S t r e e t
B a r b e r  a n d  B e a u t y

Haircuts $12 
Deep Tissue Massage for Chronic 
Pain (30 min. or 1 hour available)

560 W. Main Street, Many, LA 71449

For appointments call 318-256-5791

Robbin Meshell, LMT #LA3698
Barber & Cosmetologist

At  H om e  D a y c a re
C H I L D  C A R E  A V A I L A B L E

M o n d a y  -  S a t u r d a y
( 6  a m  -  6  p m )

A l l  M e a l s  a n d  S n a c k s  P r o v i d e d
R E F E R E N C E S  A V A I L A B L E

C a l l  S t a c i e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n
3 1 8 - 6 0 9 - 8 3 4 4

Natchitoches, LA

Pressure Washing Service
318-521-3140

Anthony Parrie, Owner/Operator
ABV Pressure Washing Services LLC

abvservicesllc@gmail.com

GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948
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NSU COMMUNITY INTEREST
NSU Social Work Program 
Ranked Among Most
Affordable in the Country
Northwestern State University’s Bachelor of Social Work 
program has been rated as the third most affordable on-
line program in the U.S., according to bestschools.org.

The website rated online social work programs based on 
the quality of the program, the types of available online classes for social 
work, faculty, rankings and prestige, including the school’s reputation for 
providing quality online degree programs. NSU’s Bachelor of Social Work 
degree prepares graduates for immediate entry into direct social work 
and human services positions.

“One of the benefits of the NSU social work program is that it allows 
students great freedom to individualize their study plans,” said Ruth T. 
Weinzettle, Ph.D., head of the Department of Social Work.  “Core courses 
and social work courses are offered according to the regular semester 
schedule and online offerings are available every semester.  This allows a 
student to begin their social work studies in any semester, including the 
summer, and to work at their own pace through the curriculum, whether 
it be on a part-time basis or full-time basis.”

Weinzettle said the majority of the courses are asynchronous, so students 
can also work on courses on their own schedule. Students “do have to 
adhere to prerequisite requirements and to complete an internship with 
face-to-face hours in a social service agency, although the agency will be 
in their geographical area.”

Another strong point of the social work program is that most online social 
work courses are taught by the same faculty member who is teaching the 
face-to face class on campus. “I have been thoroughly impressed with 
every professor I have had the pleasure to learn from and interact with,” 
said social work major Joshua Adair of Denver. “Amidst all the many tran-
sitions I've experienced this year, everyone has been so understanding 
and helpful. I was of course wary when choosing an online program, but 
it was the only choice as I have to work full time and I knew that I would 
be moving to another state, but ever since starting the program with NSU 
I have enjoyed every class and professor I have had.”

According to Weinzettle, adjunct faculty members are carefully selected 
for their ability to provide quality instruction. “Faculty are invested in en-
suring that the online student obtains a quality education, that, although 
in a different format, is equal to that of the face-to-face program,” she 
said. “Faculty are actively engaged in their own learning processes about 
strengthening online education and about new technologies that improve 
learning outcomes.”

Weinzettle said the “program’s mission is to graduate competent entry 
level generalist social workers, who are ethical practitioners, who under-
stand and value diversity, and who commit to lifelong professionalism and 
learning.”

She pointed out that program accreditation allows Northwestern State 
BSW graduates to apply for advanced standing in any MSW program, and 
if eligible, complete one year of study to obtain the MSW in what is oth-
erwise a two-year course of study.

For more information on Northwestern State’s 
social work program, go to nsula.edu/social-
workhome.

Northwestern State
Alumnus Wins Louisiana 
Film Prize
Northwestern State alumnus James Harlon Palmer won the 2019 Lou-
isiana Film Prize this past weekend in Shreveport. Palmer, who lives in 
Mansfield, won $50,000 for his film “Anniversary.” He wrote, produced 
and co-starred in the film. NSU alumni John Chambers was director of 
photography and Courtney Shay Young was choreographer and appeared 

in the film.

"Anniversary" is a mu-
sical about a couple 
who is celebrating one 
year of happily dating. 
Although both are in 
love, the sweethearts 
face a dilemma when 
Jimmy feels pressured 
by Ellie (played by Kel-
ly R. Vaden) to pop the 
question. A stand-off 
occurs as they take 
turns presenting their 
cases for freedom vs. 
nuptials in a comedic, yet heartfelt lyrical battle. The musical incorporat-
ed various delivery styles, including R&B, love ballads and rap.

“It was a thrilling experience. The buzz was building early on and kept 
growing throughout the weekend, and while that was exciting, and it 
seemed the odds of placing were pretty good, I was very careful not to 
get my hopes up,” said Palmer, a 2005 graduate in theatre. “This business 
comes with a lot of disappointment and rejection, so the shields were up. 
When they announced that I won, I couldn't believe it. It was a surreal, 
almost out of body experience.”

"Anniversary" is Palmer’s directorial debut. He has more than 20 film and 
television credits in both short and full-length feature films. Palmer has 
composed music for and acted in numerous films that finished in the Lou-
isiana Film Prize’s Top 20. He was also involved other competing films 
this year. Palmer said winning the prize taught him an important personal 
lesson.

“Winning has taught me to listen to all the friends and family who tell me 
of my talent and who support me,” he said. “They believed in me when I 
did not believe in myself. I know what I can do, but without their support 
and their positivity, there is a great chance that I would have just talked 
myself out of making a film at all.”

The Prize Foundation received submissions of short films from across the 
country and internationally. A curated film committee selected 20 to rep-
resent the Top 20 finalists. The grand prize and outcomes were based on 
the 50-50 judges and audience votes. The judges consisted of national 
film industry professionals from across the U.S. Palmer hopes the expo-
sure will provide additional opportunities.

“The exposure and the networking that comes from winning the film prize 
has the potential to lead to some really great things,” said Palmer. As an 
actor, things tend to be feast or famine.” Palmer has some very practical 
uses for the prize money. He can replace his desktop computer used to 
write scripts and mix music and an 8-track recorder for recording vocals 
which both died while he was writing the film.

According to Palmer, he has used some of the things he learned at NSU on 
a regular basis. “My connection to NSU has never been broken,” he said. 
Whether it's simple acting warmups before going on stage in a play, or 
digging deep into the works of Shakespeare or the in-depth study of the 
different approaches to acting and finding what technique, or combina-
tion of techniques, fits my nature, the things I learned in the NSU Theatre 
program stay with me to this day.”

Palmer auditions for films regularly. He has a role in the upcoming film 
“Walkaway Joe” starring Jeffrey Dean Morgan and David Strathairn and 
in Julia Edward's play “Family Planning” in January at Shreveport Little 
Theatre. He hopes to start work on a music album this year and begin his 
next musical short film. Palmer is also working with Young on a version 
of a show, “Big Willie Style” for Young’s middle school theatre students.

 Palmer developed Big Willie Style, a show that mixed Hip Hop with Shake-
speare while at Northwestern State. It started as a Shakespeare class final 
that spawned three sequels, “Big Willie Style 2 & 3” at NSU, and then five 
years later “Big Willie Style: Port City Edition” premiered at Marjorie Ly-
ons Playhouse in Shreveport .

Information on the Louisiana Film Prize is available at prizefest.org.

James Harlon Palmer, left, and Kelly R. Vaden in a 
scene from “Anniversary,” the winner of the 2019 
Louisiana Film Prize. Palmer, who lives in Mans-
field, won $50,000 for his film. He is a 2005 grad-
uate of Northwestern State in theatre.
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Dear Sabine Parish Voters:  
 Thank you for allowing me to serve as your sheriff for the past 8 years.  I 
appreciate your vote, your support, your prayers.  Sabine Parish is a great place 
to live and a great place to raise a family. 
 During the last few days of this campaign, you will probably hear a lot of 
misinformation.  You will never hear anything negative from me.  I am running 
for re-election based on my past performance, law enforcement experience and 
qualifications, not on speaking negatively about another candidate.  My life is an 
open book and I am proud of the values and work ethics that are part of me.
 I ask you to go to the polls on November 16th and help me to continue to 
work for you.

Sincerely,                                                                                                               

Sheriff Ronny Richardson
Paid for by Ronny Richardson


