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The  Natchitoches Re-
gional Medical Center 
has announced the 
opening of its newest 
practice – General Sur-
gery Associates. Con-
veniently located in the 
heart of Natchitoches, 
the practice further expands the hospital’s surgery pro-
gram ensuring round-the-clock outstanding general sur-
gery services closer to home. 
General surgeons, Dr. William A. Ball, Jr., and Dr. Damian 
DeFrancesch will see patients at their office at 740 Key-
ser Avenue, Suite D, for scheduled surgery patients and 
consultations, and they will also be available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week for emergency patient needs and 
emergency surgeries at the hospital. Their expertise in-
cludes traditional, laparoscopic and robotic surgery. 
“Opening a dedicated general surgery practice as a de-
partment of NRMC is vitality important to our mission. 
Our community needs and deserves to have as many 
specialty services as possible right here in the parish,” 
noted Kirk Soileau, Chief Executive Officer.  “With Dr. 
Ball who has provided outstanding care to our communi-
ty for years, and Dr. DeFrancesch whose career includes 
an extensive background in trauma and critical care, we 
are able to substantially expand the general surgery ser-
vices we offer families in the region. Notably, both Dr. 
Ball and Dr. DeFrancesch are both board certified in gen-
eral surgery. We appreciate their commitment and vi-
sion and welcome them to the NRMC team.” 
Dr. William A. Ball, Jr., M.D., F.A.C.S.  is a graduate of 
LSU School of Medicine in Shreveport. He completed a 
General Surgery Internship and Residency at Medical 
College of Augusta, Georgia, and he is Board Certified in 
General Surgery by the American Board of Surgery.  
Damian DeFrancesch, M.D. is a graduate of LSU School 
of Medicine in New Orleans. He completed a General 
Surgery Internship and Residency at John A. Burns 
School of Medicine in Honolulu, Hawaii, as well as a sur-
gical Critical Care Fellowship. He is Board Certified in 
General Surgery by the American Board of Surgery. 
For appointments or more information, please 
call 318.354.2555   

NRMC Launches 
General Surgery 
Associates 

  

  The Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office is saying 
goodbye to four long serving members of the office. 
The retiring deputies have a combined tenure of 154 
years of service. 
 “The four deputies are the pillars of this office. I 
have served with each of them since I was a deputy 
well over 30 years ago. Their longevity and their com-
mitment to law enforcement and to the Natchitoches 
Parish Sheriff’s Office is a testament of their character 
and integrity. Their insight and wisdom have always 
been highly valued in our office. We have been fortu-
nate and blessed to have their service,” said Sheriff 
Victor Jones. 

 Deputy Paul Keyser, Jr. retires with 42 years of ser-
vice. He began his service at the Sheriff’s Office in 
1975 under administration of the late Sheriff Sam 
James, at which time there were only 18 deputies on 
the force. Deputy Keyser’s entire career was in the 
Civil and Tax Division of the Sheriff’s Office. 
 Chief Deputy Kenny Kaufman retires with 40 years 
of service. Kaufman, the chief deputy of the Sheriff’s 
Office and Chief of the Civil and Tax Division, began his 
service in 1977 under the direction of the Sheriff 
James. 
 Chief Calvin McFerrin retires with 35 years of ser-
vice 

vice. McFerrin began his law enforcement career as a 
Northwestern State University Campus Security 
Officer and later a Natchitoches City Police Officer. He 
was hired at the Sheriff’s Office in 1982 under the di-
rection of the late Sheriff Norman Fletcher. McFerrin 
has served in many roles at the NPSO including crimi-
nal investigator, DARE officer, Detention Center edu-
cation coordinator and retires as chief of the NPSO 
Corrections Division. 
 Chief Sandra Blake Williams retires with 37 years of 
service. Williams began her career at the Sheriff’s 
Office in 1980 under the direction of Sheriff Fletcher. 
Her career at the NPSO included secretary to the sher-
iff, dispatcher in the Communications Division, and 
retires as chief of the Records and Warrants Division. 
 A reception was held recently at the Natchitoches 
Events Center honoring the retirees and their years of 

Four Long Serving Deputies  
Retire From Natchitoches Parish 
Sheriff's Department 

From Left: Chief Deputy Kenny Kaufman, Chief of Records/
Warrants Division Sandra Williams, Sheriff Victor Jones, 
Chief of Corrections Calvin McFerrin and Deputy Paul 
Keyser . Photo Credit: Natchitoches Parish Sheriff's Office  
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LSU at Alexandria has announced that Adam & Annalyn 
Burch have been named as the new co-head softball 
coaches of the Generals. The couple also recently 
opened a softball training facility in Sabine Parish, 
TRACED Performance.  Congratulations! 

Generals Name 
Co-Head Coaches 

tel:(318)%20354-2555
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 The Show Stoppers from Renee's Dance Studio of Natchitoches, LLC traveled 
to Gatlinburg, TN, July 5-10, to compete at Nexstar Talent Competition's National 
event. Under the direction of Renee' Oates, the team competed against 36 other 
studios during a 4 day National competition. All fourteen routines that Renee's 
Dance Studio (RDS) brought to competition placed 1st or 2nd in their category and 
placed Overall for their division. Special Judges Awards, Choreography Awards, 
and Golden Ticket invitations to The World Dance Championship in New Jersey 
were also received by RDS routines. The highest scoring dance for RDS at Nationals 
was a Large Group Clogging Number, "Round Table Rival". They received a Plati-
num rating, 1st Overall in the division, 2017 National Champions Title, invitation to 
The Big Show, Golden Ticket invitation to The World Dance Championship, and the 
"Energy Plus" Special Judges Award.  
 On the last day of Nationals, the dancers had the opportunity to attend a Mas-
ter Class hosted by Nexstar. The final day was The Big Show! During the week, 800 
acts competed and 99 dances were selected by Nexstar judges as the highest scor-
ing dances of the week. These 99 dances were invited to compete in The Big Show 
finals; a competition for the best of the best! Two of the dances selected were RDS 
Grand Line number "Me Too" (comprised of all 40 team members) and Large 
Group Clogging number "Round Table Rival". At The Big Show, "Round Table Rival" 
scored 3rd Overall and "Me Too" scored 2nd Overall in the 11 and under age divi-
sion.  
 The boys and girls of the Show Stopper team worked tremendously hard pre-
paring for the national competition and their hard work showed as they dominat-
ed at Nexstar, wowing the judges, and bringing home a number of awards! RDS 
also awarded a few of their own awards at the competition to some outstanding 
dancers who have a great passion for dance and excel during the year in technique 
and performance. Recipients of the RDS Excellence Scholarship for the 2017-2018 
season are Makenzie Davidson and Genesis Syse. Also recognized was our first 
Scholarship recipient, Maddie Hendon, who received her award for the 2015-2016 
dance season. It was a fantastic way to celebrate 10 years of business for RDS. The 
teachers and parents are beyond proud of the team and cannot wait to see what 
they can accomplish during the upcoming season. The awards for each routine are 
listed below by dance.  

"Round Table Rival" - Clogging Large Group - Platinum Placement, 1st Place 
Category Award,  #1 in Division Overall, "Energy Plus" Special Judges 
Award, invitation to the "Nexstar Big Show" Finals, Golden Ticket Invita-
tion to the World Dance Championship, 2017 Clogging NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONS! 

"Me Too" - Grand Line Production - High Gold Placement, 2nd Place Category 
Award, #2 in Division Overall, "So Much Fun" Special Judges Award, invita-
tion to the "Nexstar Big Show" Finals, Golden Ticket invitation to the 
World Dance Championship.  

"Lose My Breath" - Hip Hop Duet - High Gold Placement, 1st Place Category 
Award, #3 in Division Overall. 

"La Cumbia" - Clogging Small Group - High Gold Placement, 1st Place Category 
Award, #9 in Division Overall. 

"Destiny" - Jazz Small Group - High Gold Placement, 1st Place Category Award, 
#10 in Division Overall.  

“The River" - Tap Small Group - High Gold Placement, 1st Place Category 
Award, "Outstanding Choreography" Award. 

"Bruh" - Hip Hop Small Group - High Gold Placement, #7 in Division Overall. 
"Mad Hatter" - Ava Errington Musical Theatre Solo - High Gold Placement, 1st 

Place Category Award, #11 in Division Overall. 
"Long Live The Queen" - Maddie Hendon Contemporary Solo - High Gold 

Placement, 1st Place Category Award, #13 in Division Overall, "Intensity" 
Special Judges Award.   

"Diva" - Trissa Terrell Hip Hop Solo - High Gold Placement, 1st Place Category 
Award, #16 in Division Overall.  

"The Walker" - Avery Summerlin Clogging Solo - Platinum Placement, 1st Place 
Category Award, #6 in Division Overall. 

"Breath of Life" - Makenzie Davidson Contemporary Solo - Platinum Place-
ment, 1st Place Category Award, #5 in Division Overall. 

"Believer" - Katherine Callender Clogging Solo - High Gold Placement, 2nd 
Place Category Award, #13 in Division Overall.  

"Werk" - Kennedi Revels Hip Hop Solo - High Gold Placement, 1st Place Cate-
gory Award, #18 in Division Overall.    

 
      Renee's Dance Studio of Natchitoches, LLC is located at 333 South Drive (in the 
courtyard of the Stage Shopping Center). They are now accepting Fall Registration 
for ages 3 and up. Call (318) 356-5556 or e-mail reneesdance223@yahoo.com for 
more information. Come celebrate National Dance Day with the National Champi-
ons on July 29.  
 

 

Front Row - Left to Right - Ainsley Armstrong, Macie Moss, Genesis Syse, Landry Ezernack, 
Kyleigh Severin, Simone Robinson, LarKaye Carter, Kensley Ezernack, Sienna Henderson 
Middle Row - Left to Right - Sadie Summerlin, Trissa Terrell, Kennedi Revels, Maggie Dunn, Mad-
die Hendon, Avery Summerlin, Madelynn Misuraca, Camryn Simmons, Allison Callender, Maken-
zie Davidson, Madison Stuckey 
Back Row - Left to Right - Director, Renee' Oates, Emma Oates, Elijah Simmons, NaKeira White, 
Anna Clawson, Kimberly Cain, Ga'Lecia Bell, Ariyonna Sarpy, Michel'e Maxie, Emerson Cain, Kath-
erine Callender, Caylee Bull, Trinity Brewer, Marcus Maxie 
Not Pictured  - Luci Carr, Layla Cedars, Ava Errington 

Outstanding Choreography Award - "The River" Tap - Directed & Choreographed By: Renee' 
Oates 
Left to Right - Katherine Callender, Kimberly Cain, Simone Robinson, Caylee Bull, Ariyonna Sarpy, 
Madison Sarpy. 
Not Pictured - Caylee Bull, Emerson Cain, Ava Errington 

Clogging National Champions on Pajama Day - "Round Table Rival" - Directed & Choreographed By: 
Renee' Oates 
Front Row - Left to Right - Anna Clawson, Allison Callender, Avery Summerlin, Maddie Hendon, 
Madelynn Misuraca, Layla Cedars 
Back Row - Left to Right - Genesis Syse, Katherine Callender, NaKeira White, Ariyonna Sarpy, 
Ga'Lecia Bell, Caylee Bull 

Dancing With The Stars 
(of Natchitoches, LA) 

mailto:reneesdance223@yahoo.com
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NATCHITOCHES, LA 

(318) 352-5880 

1035 SAN ANTONIO AVE 

MANY, LA 

(318) 256-5667 

WILLIAM DANIEL DYESS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Memories and Nakatosh 
Coffee  

by Dean Lambert 
  
  Maybe it's just me, but the best time to reflect 
back and remember, is while watching a sunrise or sunset. 
Earlier this morning while enjoying a peaceful sunrise, I 
remembered back when mom and dad got up very early 
each morning to drink their first cup of coffee. They usually 
sat on the front porch, watching the daylight creep over 
the house; it was truly a sacred moment for them. I re-
member Dad going to the Nakatosh Coffee Company just 
across the railroad tracks behind the cotton seed mill in 
Natchitoches. It was here where the fresh coffee aroma 

would push back the strong smell of the cotton seed mill.  Dad would buy a sack of 
fresh coffee beans and each morning a cup full of these magical beans were poured 
into the old cast iron coffee grinder that hung on the bare wall of our back porch. 
Before daylight, dad would turn the handle and grind out the fresh coffee grounds 
and soon the aroma of Nakatosh coffee filtered throughout the old house. 
 At an early age I vividly remember being awakened early one morning, pulled 
from the bed and receiving what was no doubt the greatest thrashing of my life. I 
was only half awake and I had no clue at that moment of what I had done to get 
this type of unwanted attention. It was quite a fuss with my mother spanking me 
while my father stood there, rather content with the sentence being handed out. 
My mother was usually rather understanding, but now she was actually taking the 
lead into this exercise of pain. There was absolutely no leniency handed out this 
morning. 
 My mind was spinning, trying to put to-
gether a thought process in between the 
swats. Finally I heard the words “coffee grind-
er” among all the rest of the words that seem 
to fuse together. And then my memory caught 
up with this new day. Yes, visions of the even-
ing before began to form, a remnant of an old 
bar of soap in my pocket. Yes, strange things 
end up in little boys pockets and that day it 
was a piece of old used soap. And for some 
reason, who knows, as I passed by the coffee 
grinder. I remember stopping, digging the soap 
piece out of my pocket, lifting it up and drop-
ping into the opening on top. Then I turned the wooden crank until the soap frag-
ment disappeared and shiny soap flakes dropped from the bottom.....it reminded 
me of snow.....it seemed so harmless......no thought of tomorrow.....But 
now, tomorrow had arrived and that little piece of soap had caused quite a stir. As 
the spanking ended I wondered how they knew it was me and not my twin brother. 
Surely it was just a lucky guess…..for me it’s a little more comforting to believe 
that…As I was finally allowed to return to bed, I noticed by brother lying very still, 
motionless, as if playing dead. He was always the smart one. 
 I can only imagine mom and dad taking that first sip of their morning coffee, 
then the shock of the soapy taste, the confusion, then the realization of what….and 
finally …who…. I know it ruined their favorite time of the day, perhaps for several 

days. Seems I do remember mom pouring boiling wa-
ter into the grinder for days. Sometimes life's lessons 
come the hard way. Looking back, I suspect that was 
the closest that Tom and Addie ever came to drinking 
cappuccino. I smile about it now, but back then, I 
learned quick, fooling around with Dad's Nakatosh 
coffee was no laughing matter.  

"The Exam" 
by Bobby Slaydon 
 
 In the Bible, we read about a man named Dan-
iel. He was faithful to God in all of his ways. He 
refused to participate in the program that the king 
had established because it violated his oath to his 
God. Daniel was fervent in prayer. He went to the 
same location 3 times every day, faced east and 
prayed to his God. His God was the God of his an-
cestor Abraham, the God who had created heaven 
and earth and the sea and everything that lived. 
The God who was supreme in authority and wis-
dom. Daniel was faithful and upright in every way. 
Because of his faithfulness and commitment to 
God, Daniel was tested. He was told that he would 
face hungry lions and that they would be his de-
mise, his finality. Daniel having had conversations 
with God three times daily must have said, "Ok 
God, give me the answer". God however remained 
silent and Daniel proceeded to the test, the lions’ 
den. Daniels test had one question, "who is in con-
trol God or man".  Had Daniel answered man, the test would have been over and Daniel 
would have lived out his life like all the other students of life and would have had no 
effect on us today. Daniel answered, God is in control. So, to the lions’ den he went. We 
all know that Daniel scored 100 percent and if you read the story, he was promoted. 
 In college, only students officially registered in a class are tested. The process is that 
the student attends the class, absorbs the professor’s instructions and explanations on 
the topics, and spends time in study. While there are smaller exams throughout the se-
mester which sometimes weed out the less committed, the final exam comes at the end 
of the semester. The final exam allows the professor to know how serious a student is 
about his or her commitment to the journey of the semester and whether promotion is 
in order. On the day of the final exam the student arrives (having taken many final ex-
ams in college that day is much like a lions’ den). The professor hands out the exam but 
NEVER does the professor provide the answer key. How easy the test if the profes-
sor would just provide that answer key. Only at the end of the test is the answer 
key compared to the student response. Might I add, no one would want to be treated by 
a doctor who had been provided the answer key before every test which resulted in the 
promotion to MD!! 
 In life we often find ourselves with a test question like Daniel had, "is God in control 
or is man in control"? In fact, that seems to be the most popular test question we en-
counter. First, remember that when you face that test question it may mean that you 
are officially registered in God’s class. It may mean that you made it through the semes-
ter of the class that God has you in and that you have been deemed worthy to take the 
final exam. I often find myself asking God for the answer key but God says, take the ex-
am and then we will compare. Our promotion would be unmerited if we had the answer 
key. 
 We find ourselves in these tests and we are told to trust God. The truth is that God 
has first trusted us. God trusted Daniel not to deny Him to escape the lions’ den, God 
trusted three Hebrew boys not to bow down to an idol to escape the furnace of fire, God 
trusted Job not to curse Him and die to escape the physical pain Job was in. You may be 
in the biggest test of your life and if so please remember that you are registered with 
God, you have made it this far in the course, and promotion is coming. 

Bobby Slaydon 
Practice Administrator 
Natchitoches Medical Specialist 
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Good  News  Only 
Featured in 

Around The Town 

by Jason Pugh, Assistant Sports Information Director 
 
NATCHITOCHES – Jared Myatt's ties to Louisiana have brought him back closer to 
home. 
  
 A Shreveport native, Myatt has been named Northwestern State's Director of 
Strength and Conditioning. His hiring is subject to the approval of the Board of Supervi-
sors for the University of Louisiana System, which includes Northwestern State. 
  In addition to a four-year football career at Louisiana College, Myatt has professional 
ties throughout the state, having volunteered at both LSU and Louisiana Tech. 
  Prior to arriving at Northwestern State, Myatt was an assistant strength and condi-
tioning coach at Appalachian State where he was the primary wrestling strength and 
conditioning coach and assisted with the creation and implementation of workouts for 
the Mountaineers football team. 
  At NSU, Myatt will be responsible for overseeing the strength and conditioning staff, 
the NSU weight room and developing workout programs for all Northwestern State 
athletics programs. 

  "Jared's experience with several Division I programs, including LSU, at this point early 
in his career, has prepared him well to oversee NSU strength and conditioning," NSU 
Director of Athletics Greg Burke said. "He will bring energy and passion to the weight 
room, which will be contagious with our student-athletes. He's a Louisiana native who 
is excited to be back in his home state and will take a strong sense of ownership in hav-
ing a positive impact on all 14 NSU sports." 
  A four-year football letterman at Louisiana College, Myatt was a two-time, first-team 
All-American Southwest Conference defensive lineman in his junior and senior seasons. 
He was named first-team Academic All-ASC as a senior and was the team's Defensive 
Lineman of the Year in each of his final two seasons. 
  Following the end of his playing career, Myatt was the top strength and conditioning 
intern at Louisiana College from January-May 2015. He completed his bachelor's de-
gree in exercise science in May 2015. 
  After volunteering with Louisiana Tech's strength and conditioning staff in the sum-
mer of 2015, Myatt became a graduate assistant at Mercer University, where he 
earned his master's degree in education in December 2016. 
  As a graduate assistant at Mercer, Myatt was the head strength and conditioning 
coach for Mercer softball, men's and women's tennis, volleyball and beach volleyball. 
He also assisted with men's and women's lacrosse, baseball, men's and women's bas-
ketball, men's and women's golf and men's and women's soccer. 
  Myatt then spent three months at LSU as a volunteer assistant coach, working with 
football, baseball and women's volleyball. Myatt oversaw baseball conditioning during 
position-specific training and after pitchers' bullpen sessions. 
  In March, Myatt accepted an assistant coach position at Appalachian State, working 
with the football team and as the head strength and conditioning coach for wrestling. 
  Myatt is a National Strength and Conditioning Association certified strength and con-
ditioning specialist. He is a Level 1 and 2 certified USA Weightlifting advanced sports 
performance coach. Additionally, Myatt is CPR and AED certified and holds a level 1 
exercise nutrition certification from Precision Nutrition.  

Jared Myatt Named Director of Strength and Conditioning 

DID YOU KNOW 

 Will Rogers, who died 
in a 1935 plane crash 
in Alaska with bush 
pilot Wiley Post, was 
one of the greatest 
political country/
cowboy sages this 
country has ever 
known.  

http://nsudemons.com/staff.aspx?staff=72
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Edible Fruit Arrangements • Caramel Apples 
Chocolate Covered Strawberries 

We Cater Events & Deliver 

The Sweetest Fruit - 
      Even Sweeter Prices! 

28 Front Street 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 
(318) 352-5910 

Erica Williams, Owner 
Marie Williams, Mgr. 

Www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com 

Parker Becomes Assistant 
Coach at 
NSU 
 

 The Northwestern State soccer pro-
gram has hired Samantha Parker as an 
assistant coach, according to head coach 
George Van Linder. 
Parker has two seasons of Division I assis-
tant coaching experience at Austin Peay 
State before being involved with the na-
tionally ranked Southern Methodist pro-
gram this past spring. 
 Parker’s hire is subject to the approv-
al of the Board of Supervisors for the Uni-
versity of Louisiana System, which in-
cludes Northwestern State. 
“We’re excited that Samantha is coming 
from such a good program as SMU,” Van 
Linder said. “She has a great background 
at other Division I programs as well, and 
we’re excited about her experience as a goal keeper coach. 
“We know that she’ll build on our tradition of having top quality goal keepers and help 
them to continue to grow.” 
 At SMU, Parker proved invaluable as a summer camp organizer while also assisting in 
recruiting, practice and game-day operations as a volunteer assistant. 
As an assistant coach at Austin Peay for two seasons starting in 2015, Parker aided the Gov-
ernors to 18 victories. 
 APSU reached the Ohio Valley Conference Tournament Championship in 2016, falling in 
penalty kicks as the Governors nearly received the automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament. 
 Parker got her coaching start as an assistant at Division III University of the Ozarks 
(Ark.) in 2014. 
T he Forney, Texas, native earned her bachelor’s at North Texas and master’s at Ohio 
University, where she served as the coaching education club president. 
“Being from the Dallas area, she has a lot of ties in recruiting,” Van Linder said of Parker, 
who was also involved in coaching travel and club teams in Tennessee. “She knows a lot of 
people from our recruiting areas, people that know her and know our program.” 
 Parker has a level three certification in goalkeeping from the National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America. 
 



  

  

  

  

Our Pledge . . . 
Around the Town and its publishers seek to provide the 
people of this area with news and information about the 
current events and happenings in the categories of dining, 
entertainment, sports and the arts, while providing a ven-
ue for retail and commercial establishments, as well as 
local artisans and non-profit and service organizations to 
present themselves to the public. We also strive to feature 
some of the rich history and culture this area is particular-
ly known for. 

Page 7    Around The Town      

LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT! 
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming event 

or fundraiser, please send to aroundthetownla@aol.com 

We’ll help spread the word! Please include a contact phone number. 

A & A Pest Solutions LLC 
 

PROMISES KEPT/SERVICES DELIVERED 
“HOME OF NEXT DAY SERVICE” 

Rodney C. Abington 

RODNEY@AAPESTSOLUTIONS.COM 

141 CASSIDY LANE 
MANY, LA 71449 

CALL RODNEY, DANIEL OR KYLE 
318-273-BUGS (2847) 

Before it was renamed for President Herbert 
Hoover in 1947, what was the original name 
for Hoover Dam? 
1. Boulder Dam  2. Buffalo Bill Dam 
3. Lucky Peak Dam 4. Theodore Roosevelt Dam 

Answer is found elsewhere in this paper. 

 Hello, Anglers. In August the nights start getting longer and 
days shorter.  What normally happens in late August is the 
mornings begin to get cooler giving a hint that fall is just around 
the corner.  Follow the food……….We usually get our first cool 
front of the season in late August which triggers the migration of 
bait fish (shad) to the back of many feeder creeks all over the 
lake.  Of course, where the bait fish go the bass are soon to 
follow setting up some of the best schooling conditions we have 
had in months.  Many times the schooling bass of early fall are 
quality fish and often very aggressive.   
 The shad and bass will often follow the main feeder creeks 
so it is a good idea to set up where these creeks make a bend or 
even better where two creeks split or a secondary creek will run 
into a primary creek.  These schooling areas can be as large as 
an acre or more.  Our topwater tools include Gun Fish, Yellow 
Magic and Pro Pop.  Each of these top water baits have a feath-
ered tail which I feel greatly enhances the lure. We are also 
throwing shallow running crankbaits in shad patterns in the 
schools as well as spoons and tail spinners like Knock Off (made 
by Norman) as well as a Little George. We are lifting the spoons 
and tailspinners and let them fall and catching suspended bass 
as well as white and yellow bass. 
 We are also using drop shot and Carolina rigs underneath 

Alex Edgeman with a Toledo trophy 
that hit a Texas rigged Bottom Hopper. 
Photo by Joe Joslin Outdoors Guide 

Toledo Bend Fishing Report 
by pro guide, Joe Joslin 

the schools.  On our drop shot we are fishing 15 to 30 feet and using Bottom Hoppers in green pumpkin, red 
bug and June Bug with line from 8-17 lb test and hooks from #1 to 3/0.  On our Carolina rigs under schools we 
are throwing magnum lizards in watermelon, green pumpkin and watermelon red.  
 We continue to catch fish shallow at first light as well as late afternoon using topwater, wacky Bottom 
Hoppers/Senkos and Texas rigged Bottom Hoppers in depths of 4 to 12 feet.  Our sinkers are from 1/16 to 
3/8 oz. depending on wind and depth.  
 Some of our favorite areas to fish in August on Toledo includes Indian/Buck Creeks, Mill/Clear Creeks 
and Six Mile/Sandy Creeks. I Also like the Community Hole in Housen as the fish will stack up there in the fall.  
CRAPPIE/YELLOW BASS:  The crappie are fair in brush from 18 to 28 feet with live shiners, says crappie guide 
Jack Adams who fishes Lanana and 1215 areas.  The yellow bass will also stack up near main feeder creeks in 
late August.  Occasionally we will find some schools of white bass and they are usually with the largemouth 
chasing shad.  God bless and wishing you good fishing. Fall is not far away.  
 Joe Joslin is a syndicated writer and is published by numerous websites, newspapers and magazines plus 
is a pro guide on Toledo Bend and Sam Rayburn and a TPWD licensed guide since 1998. Contact 
at joejoslinoutdoors@yahoo.com, 337-463-3848/409-565-1288 and website www.joejoslinoutdoors.com. 

Upcoming Classes 

For 14 Hours 

Of Instruction 
 

AUGUST 5th 

mailto:joejoslinoutdoors@yahoo.com
tel:337-463-3848
tel:(409)%20565-1288
http://www.joejoslinoutdoors.com/
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Exploring Wolf Den 
Cave 

by Junior Johnson 
 
 I enjoy finding interesting places in our area that are off 
the beaten path.  I was actually lost on an old road in the 
woods near Boyce when I was rescued by an 80 year old gen-
tleman who was a Northwestern State hero back in the late 
'40s as a Baseball and Basketball player, and pitched for the 
Chicago Cubs for a couple of seasons.  I was fascinated by the stories that he told me. 
 My latest adventure took place this past weekend in the Kisatchie National For-
est.  I was told there was a cave that had been there for hundreds of years and was ru-

mored to have had gold and silver hidden in it by In-
dians and even John Murrell and his band of bush-
whackers. 
 To find the cave you enter the Forest from 
Hwy 119.  Long Leaf Vista is located to the right about 
seven miles on this road.  At the entrance to the Vista 
you travel seven-
tenths of a mile 
to a little turn 
around on the 
left.  Surprisingly 
there is no sign 
to let you know 
the cave is there. 
 Once 
you exit your 
vehicle you will 

see a narrow path leading to rock steps going down 
the hill.  At the end of the steps you will find the 
cave.  It has been called Wolf Den Cave or Wolf 
Cave for years by those who visit it. 
 I was intrigued by what I saw.  Since I have 
physical limitations, and was alone, I was not able 
to explore the cave other than the entrance.  The 
opening is about four feet in height.  I managed to crawl into the cave and saw that 
after about ten feet it turned back to the right into darkness.  I was wise enough not to 
continue; however, it was enough to get my pulse racing.  I have been told that it ran 

back under the road quite a distance, but I was not 
going to find out myself. 
 I can see where this would be a nice place for a 
picnic lunch and a good book on a quiet evening. 
 I spoke with one of the Rangers that worked 
for the forestry service and he told me that folklore 
has it that the cave was used by both Mexicans and 

Indians travel-
ing to Los Adas 
in the mid 
1700's.  Some 
say the Mexi-
cans hid gold in 
the cave, alt-
hough no one 
has claimed to 
have found any.  The same was true about the In-
dians, and they considered it to be a sacred place. 
 There is another cave called the Wolf 
Rock Cave in another part of Kisatchie overlooking 
Bundick Creek where the outlaw John Murrell was 
said to have hidden gold.  It is said that he and his 
gang would stay in a little shack across the creek 
from the cave when they were in the area.  Again 

there is no one who has claimed to have found any. 
 Perhaps one day I will find the Wolf Rock Cave, but since I know where the Wolf 
Den Cave is located, I may return with a brave companion and explore it more thor-
oughly. 
 I have said it many times, we have more natural beauty in our own back yard, so 
why travel miles from 
home and overlook plac-
es such as this. 
 I highly recommend 
that take your young 
children or grandchildren 
out to see the Wolf Den 
Cave.  All it will cost you 
is a little gas money. 



  

  

  

  

Page 9    Around The Town              August 2017 

Vintage Resale Shop 
“We Carry A Huge Selection of Unique Items” 

We stock  
Mobile Home supplies 

including 
Anchors, Straps, Bolts,  

Skirting, etc. 
 

Open Tues  -  Sat 
10 am  -  4 pm 

318-581-1723 

9031 Highway 6 in Robeline, LA 

OFFER EXPIRES 8/30/17 

Congratulations to the Sabine Belles, 2017 Louisiana Dixie Softball State 
Champions! Good luck to these talented young ladies as they head to the 
World Series in South Carolina! 
Members of the Louisiana Belles are:  Victoria Parrie, Abby Rivers, Lauren Bass, Sum-

mer Faust, Madasyn Ebarb, Macy Corley, Shiley Cartinez, Abbie Baker, Kelsie Bell 

Etheridge, Makenzie Alford, Delana Johnson and Tamyra Carhee,   Coaches are An-

thony Parrie, Traci Etheridge and Shelley Cartinez.  

Open Letter from 
Natchitoches Parish 
Councilman,  
Russell Rachal 
 

 I can't believe that it's already August. Time is flying by. 
 I have been coming to you each month in an attempt to 
make you aware of the things that are going on with your 
Parish Government. Up to this point, there has been very 
little to report on a positive note. 
 As of this article, I am pleased to say that things are look-
ing up. We had our July 2017 regular council meeting on the 
17th of July. We had a relatively short agenda. We had four 
ordinances on the agenda to vote on which, if they had been 
approved, would have given the voters a chance to vote on creating four road districts 
with a proposed tax in each of these four districts. If the voters would have passed them, 
the money collected in each district would have to stay in and be spent in these districts 
respectively. 
 When these proposed ordinances were presented to the council for action, the vote 
was DeGraffenried and Rachal in support of bringing them to the people. Paige, Hoover, 
and Bedgood opposed bringing them before the people. It was stated that the people just 
couldn't trust us. It is worth noting that the three that voted against these ordinances 
were the only three people present that were on the original form of government, the 
Police Jury, when the people's trust was lost. I feel that the voters should have had a 
chance to express their wishes instead of the Council deciding for them. 
 On a positive note, Mr. Nick Verret has resigned his previous position of the Director 
of Public Works and has accepted the position of part-time Parish Engineer. This removes 
him from the ability to direct any work at the Highway Department and allows him to 
focus only on engineering duties. With this action, the position that he vacated will be 
advertised publicly so that it can be filled with a competent person that will hopefully 
start making noticeable progress. Please give us a little time for things to get regulated, as 
things didn't get bad overnight and will take a little time to change positively. 
 Thank you for your support and prayers, 
 
     Russell Rachal 
     Natchitoches Parish Councilman 
     District 5 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
Tis substantially true, that virtue or morality is a necessary 
spring of popular government. The rule indeed extends with 
more or less force to every species of free Government. 

George Washington, Farewell Address, September 19, 1796 
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Good News Only Featured in 
Around The Town 

THE GERMAN  
POW CAMP at  
CAMP POLK,  
LOUISIANA 
by Rickey Robertson 
 
 By November 1943, the Allied Armies had broken the back of German General Erwin 
Rommel’s vaunted AFRIKA KORPS in the desert lands of North Africa, the island of Sicily 
had been wrestled from the Germans, and now American and other allied armies had 
landed in Italy and were beginning to ad-
vance up the Italian boot. The battles that 
had been won by the allies brought on 
something unexpected that had to 
be addressed . The problem was what to 
do with all the German Prisoners of War. 
They all could not be housed in England or 
in the captured territories. So the US Army 
began building 500 prisoner of war camps 
throughout the United States. 
 Few Americans know that from 1942 
until 1946 over 400,00 German, 50,000 
Italian, and 5,000 Japanese prisoners of 
war were housed in the continental Unit-
ed States. These German POW’s also 
would be able to help the war effort in America. How could they do that ? These POW 

had many trades and could be used to repair 
American uniforms and equipment, rebuild 
vehicles, work in the cotton fields of the south, 
cut sugar cane in Louisiana, be PX clerks at ar-
my camps, work in sawmills, factories, and oth-
er types of  
industries. With so many of America’s men off 
overseas in the military, there were always 
shortages of manpower. A new source was 
found. 
 Here in western Louisiana the US Ar-
my had established Camp Polk, La. in 1941. 
This large sprawling base in western Louisiana 
housed a large contingent of German Prisoners 
of 

War until 1946. According to information I 
have gathered through interviews, in 1943 
German POW’s began to arrive 
in Leesville ,La. by rail. The POW’s would 
embark at the rail depot and would march 
several miles to their new home at Camp 
Polk. These German POW’s were veterans 
of the AFRIKA KORPS and had been cap-
tured in North Africa. After being pro-
cessed in North Africa, they were placed 
on ships and were transported to ports in 

the United States. Many POW’s were in 
tattered uniforms, many in blood stained 
uniforms, and many were confused at their 
new surroundings, and many hard core 
Nazi’s were outright hostile. But upon their 
arrival one thing began to change their 
minds. What was it ? Good high quali-
ty food ! Yes, under the Geneva Convention 

these POW’s were provided good food and 
decent barracks. Our POW’s taken by the 
Germans were not given such luxury and 
underwent many hardships. 
 These POW’s were a long way from Ger-
many, but they were still soldiers. In every 
camp the POW’s still underwent military 
rituals such as lights out, reveille, for-
mations, marching, and other soldierly de-
tails. Authority was established by rank. 
Each POW Camp had a ranking German 
officer in charge of the POW’s.  
 The German POW’s proved to be very 
good workers in Louisiana. Many were 
from farms and were good farm hands who knew how to milk cows, plant crops, har-
vest crops, and do odd jobs. They were eager to get out from behind the barbed wire. 
In Leesville, POW’s helped to paint many of the downtown buildings, with one German 
artist painting beautiful pictures of German topics. These still survive and are part of 
Leesville history. But did you know that German POW’s came into Peason, located in 
Sabine Parish. 
 In the Peason and Peason Ridge area, since 1941 the US Army had held large scale 
maneuvers and literally hundreds and hundreds of entrenchments had been dug every-
where. Here in Peason, Mr. Woodrow Herrington’s plow horse had gotten out of the 
field and was found dead with a broken neck in a deep entrenchment. A plow horse 
was a very important thing on a farm and now Mr. Woodrow would have to make do till 
he could find another horse. It was decided to put the German POW’s to good use in 

 

our area. The US Army brought a large convoy of 
German POW’s from Camp Polk in the summer 
and fall of 1944 to Peason and set up a bivouac 
site for them. These POW’s were issued shovels, 
picks, hoe’s, cant hooks, and other tools and were 
advised to find and cover up all the open en-
trenchments. There were supposedly several hun-
dred Germans who fanned out throughout the 
area and began to cover up these foxholes, trench-
es, mortar and artillery pits, and bunkers. After a 
day or so, a local farmer happened to see a group 
of men in German Army uniforms going through 
the woods at Peason. Very shortly the news 

was out to 
every farm that the Germans had landed and were 
in Peason. Every farmer grabbed a shotgun and 
headed out to do battle with the German Army. It 
didn’t take long to see the Germans were not 
armed and the American guards quickly advised 
everyone that these were prisoners of war from 
Camp Polk. After settling this problem so the farm-
ers knew who they were, the Germans worked for 
nearly 3 weeks. They were even given water and 
food by friendly farmers to help with their army 

field rations. None of the POW’s made 
any type of attempt to escape on this 
detail and from what I can find out, 
none escaped from Camp Polk during 
the War. Many Germans did escape 
from various camps, and the last Ger-
man POW , Georg Gaertner, turned him-
self into authorities in 1985.    
 Throughout their stay at Camp Polk 
the Germans made many friends with 
local Americans that have lasted over 
the many years. By 1946 the POW’s 

were all on their way back to their homes in 
Germany. The POW camp was located just 
south of present day La. Hwy. 10. It was a large 
camp made up of tar paper wooden barracks 
for the POW’s. Today at this site is present day 
HONOR FIELD where Fort Polk conducts cere-
monies of all types. Nothing is left of the old 
camp to make anyone think that during World 
War II there were German POW’s housed there. 
Hopefully in the future a historical marker can 
be placed at this site before it fades into histo-
ry and is forgotten like so many other historical 

locations in our area. So now the folks in 
Sabine and 
Vernon Parishes  know of another bit of 
rare military history for our area.       

Main entrance and guard tower at the German POW 
Camp located at Camp Polk, LA (Rickey Robertson 
Collection) 

Layout of the POW Camp at Camp Polk, LA (US Army 
Ft. Polk DPW) 

Map of all Prisoner of War Camps in the United 
States during World War II. (US Army Archives) 

Organization outline for Prisoner of War Camps (US 
Army Archives) 

German prisoners of war being marched to the rear. 
Prisoners were processed and then transported to 
the United States (US Army Archives) 

Orderly room for the US Army Guards at 
the Prisoner of War Camp at Camp Polk, LA 
(Rickey Robertson Collection) 

Mess Hall at Camp Polk German POW Camp 
with 2 German POWs pictured (Rickey 
Robertson Collection) 

Identification photo being taken of German POW at 
Camp Polk, LA (Rickey Robertson Collection) 

German POWs at Camp Polk published their 
own mimeographed news bulletin, “die Kame-
radenpost” (Rickey Robertson Collection) 

Scene from the Camp Polk German Prisoner of War 
Camp during World War II (Rickey Robertson Collec-
tion) 
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OPEN HOUSE 
Learn the foundational mission & purpose of Jesus Lifted Ministries 

Every Monday-Friday at 5:30 PM 
 

Ongoing Revelation Bible Study / Starts Over Each Month 
Every evening  6-7 PM except Wednesday & Sunday 

 

Hope Through Our Soon Coming King!!!! 
 

Community Unity Through Faith & Love for One Another 
 

At Open House learn the specific set times for each of the following activities: 
 

• Team Christ Pastor’s Prayer Breakfast 1st Saturday Morning of the Month 
• Team Christ Men's’ Prayer Breakfast 2nd Saturday Morning of the Month 
• Team Christ Women’s Prayer Breakfast 3rd Saturday Morning of the Month 
• Meet a Pastor 4th Saturday Morning of the Month 

 
• Low Impact Exercise with Pamela Elaine 
• Taste of Natchitoches Night 
• Chess Classes for Adults and Children & Chess Tournaments 
• Technology Support for iPhone 7, iPads and Laptop Computers 
• Social Media Etiquette Training for Safe use of Facebook, Linkedin, etc. 
• Fun Parent/Child Bible Activity Times 
• Christian Library 
• Study Place for College Students  -  Learn APA & Research Paper Writing Skills 
• Support Groups for Grief, Physical Abuse, Drugs & Alcohol Recovery 
• College Internship with Nonprofit Community Center 
• Quick Small Job Printing Available, such as Business Cards, Copies, Banners, etc. 
• Job Fairs and Job Networking 
• Money Management Education 
• Shopping Online Convenience & Savings Marketplace Information 
• Proven Family Wellness Health Program/All Green Products Made In America Only 
• Health & Wellness Entrepreneurial Business Opportunities 
• Talent Show 
• Fashion Event 
• Holistic Fitness & Motivation with Angela 
• Wi-Fi Café with Juice, Water, Iced Tea, Hot Tea, Coffee & Fresh Fruit Energy Drinks...ETCETERA!!!! 

****Skilled Volunteers Needed for this Donation-Based Nonprofit Organization**** 
 

Jesus Lifted Ministries 
Community Center 
99 South Dr., Ste. B, Natchitoches, LA 71457 
Administrator Mark Lockridge 
Cell: (318) 413-1874 
 

www.jesusliftedministries.com 
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Developing the Discipline of 
Gratitude 
by Pastor Jim Manning 
 
 
“Gratitude bestows reverence, allowing us to encoun-
ter everyday epiphanies, those transcendent mo-
ments of awe that change forever how we experience 
life and the world.”  
—Sarah Ban Breathnach in Simple Abundance 
  
 Developing a discipline of gratitude is essential for us as 
we grow in our knowledge of God and our experience of Him. 
Perhaps thinking of gratitude as a spiritual discipline is a new 
idea for some. Growing and continuing in our spiritual for-
mation means that we need to continue to expand our think-
ing of what spiritual disciplines are. There is the discipline of 
surrender, the discipline of listening, the discipline of denying self, the discipline of 
waiting. And there is the discipline of gratitude. 
 Why is the discipline of gratitude so important? Why must we cultivate this dispo-
sition in our lives? Gratitude is an interactive spiral between a giver and a receiver. It 
recognizes that a gift has been given. It recognizes a favor done by someone for us. 
Gratitude is also a response to that gift. We thank the giver with an expression of ap-
preciation. A gesture of gratitude completes the circle and lets the loving act flow from 
giver to receiver and then back to the giver again. 
 Such an exchange opens us up to another exchange. The gesture of thanks moves 
both the giver and receiver to another level. In realizing that God showers us with gifts, 
we also recognize our dependence on God. We admit our weakness and allow Him to 
fill us. Having received from Him a blessing and a gift we acknowledge His goodness, 
His love for us, and His grace by responding with gratitude. 
 God is the giver and we are the thanks-givers. The circle is complete and it allows 
us to open yet a deeper part of our lives where there is weakness and we acknowledge 
our dependence on God. God meets us at that point with another blessing and gift. His 
grace and help come into our lives. We recognize that He has met us and blessed us. 
We know that it is a gift of grace that He has brought into our lives, so we respond 
again with gratitude, praise, trust, and faith. The circle is complete and the spiral of 
our lives and experience with God continues to deepen and widen. Life begins to 
change, not because the circumstances are easier or less demanding, but because we 
begin to see them in a new light. 
 The life and discipline of gratitude is one reason why David could write Psalms of 
magnificent praise in the midst of very difficult times in his life, such as Psalms 13. King 
David experienced God in a deeper and life-giving way through the discipline of grati-
tude. A disposition of gratitude is important for us to develop too. It’s a discipline that 
is different from other ones that appear to be more active. Bible study is something 
we do. Prayer is something we do. Fasting is something we do. Giving is something 
we do. But gratitude is something that we are. It is the difference between doing 
and being. 
 Gratitude is an attitude of the new self. The third chapter of Colossians is all about 
putting off the old man and putting on the new self, who is being renewed day by day 
according to the image of Christ (v. 10). Therefore, we conclude that ingratitude is a 
characteristic of the flesh, the old self. We really must get beyond the simplistic belief 
that being thankful is simply what polite people do. The issue is much deeper than 
having good or bad manners. The absence of a grateful spirit is contrary to our new 
calling in Christ, which is why the apostle teaches elsewhere that complaining produc-
es an ugly, dim witness for Christ (Phil 2:14-15). As we are renewed day by day, we 
must actively grow in the discipline of gratitude so we can shine our light for Christ! 

Eddie James in Concert  

 
 
Nationally-known gospel artist Ed-
die James will return to the Life 
Church in Many, Louisiana 
on Sunday, August 20th at 10 am. 
There is no admission charge to this 
musical event. Two of James most 
popular gospel songs include I Am 
and Freedom. 
 Eddie James, born in Phoenix, 
AZ, accepted Christ as his personal 
Lord and Savior at the age of 8. He 
entered into music ministry at the 
tender age of 9 and it is for this rea-
son that Eddie recognizes the gifts of God inside of young people. God has placed a bur-
den inside of Eddie James, to minister to those who are hurting and lost, with an ex-
traordinary emphasis on youth and young adults. As a result of his efforts, God has es-
tablished Eddie James as a leader of music and ministry in America and around the 
world. 
 Eddie James recorded his first national album entitled Higher with The Phoenix 
Mass Choir; this project debuted at number 10 and went to number 3 on the national 
charts. Since then he has recorded ten other projects that have been equally impressive. 
His group Colour Blind, a culturally diverse group of five young men, released an album 
called The David Story. This album contains twelve chapters of the book of Psalms put to 
music. They also recorded a soundtrack to their musical production called Break the 
Walls. Break the Walls is a musical production designed for high school and college 
youth that deals with the issues of drugs, violence, pre-marital sex, racism, and dysfunc-
tional families. Eddie James along with Colour Blind has reached over 200,000 youth in 
America with this musical drama presentation. Through this message of hope, countless 
numbers of lives have been changed. 
 Eddie James' music ministry continues to broaden and climb to unbelievable 
heights. You can hear his music not only on projects that he's recorded himself, but also 
with leading Christian leaders such as Helen Baylor, Mississippi Mass Choir, Mark Con-
don (from Turning Point Church, Christ Church in Nashville, TN), Karen Wheaton and 
many more. 
 Eddie James has toured throughout America, Europe, Mexico, and Japan. His minis-
try has placed him on the platform the greatest in the church as well as the secular 
world, such as Bishop TD Jakes, Benny Hinn, Paula White, Tommy Barnett, Marilyn Hick-
ey, 4 Him, Kirk Franklin, Plus One, Third Day, Judy Jacobs, P-Diddy, Stevie Wonder, Brian 
McKnight, Usher, Kelly Prince and so many more. 
 Eddie James founded "Eddie James Ministries" in 1993. Under this umbrella he has 
established several groups which include The Phoenix Mass Choir, Colour Blind, Asaph, 
Tab and Ultimate Call. 
 Eddie James is in full time ministry and travels all over the world leading worship, 
dramas, seminars, workshops, as well as preaching the Gospel. He also is on staff with 
Karen Wheaton Ministries as the Music & Performing Arts Director for her youth minis-
try, Chosen. Eddie James ministers at The Ramp, Hamilton, Alabama, a youth center 
founded and established by Karen Wheaton. 
 Pastor Jim Manning invites the public to this special service. For more information 
contact the Life Church at 318-256-5907. 
 

 

• The first modern Olympic Games were held in the summer in 1896 in Athens, 
Greece. 

• Watermelon is one of summer’s best summer treats. Did you know that watermel-
ons are not a fruit, but a vegetable instead? They belong to the cucumber family of 
vegetables. 

• The Eiffel tower actually grows in the heat of the summer. Due to the iron expand-
ing, the tower grows about 6 inches every summer. 

• If you love ice cream, the summer season should be your favorite. July is national 
ice cream month. 

• The first women’s bathing suit was created in the 1800’s. It came with a pair of 
bloomers. 

• Frisbees, invented in the 1870’s as a pie plate, but in the 1940’s, college students 
began throwing them around. They have since stopped being used for pie plates 
and are now a summertime staple. 

• July is national blueberry month. 

• The longest day of the year is on the summer solstice. 

• Mosquitos are most prevalent during summer months. Mosquitos have been on 
earth for more than 30 million years. 

• August was named after Julius Caesar’s nephew. He had received the title of 
“Augustus” which means “reverend”. 

• More thunderstorms occur during summer than any other time of year. They are 
also take place more commonly in the south east of England.\ 

• Ice pops were invented in 1905 by an 11 year old boy. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

tel:(318)%20256-5907
http://www.toureiffel.paris/en/
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/toy-company-wham-o-produces-first-frisbees
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A PET’S LAMENT 
When I was a puppy, I entertained you with my antics and made you laugh. You 

called me your child, and despite a number of chewed shoes and throw pillows, I be-
came your best friend. Whenever I was "bad," you'd shake your finger at me and ask, 
"How could you?" -- but then you'd relent and roll me over for a belly rub. 

My housebreaking took a little longer than expected, because you were terribly 
busy, but we worked on that together. I remember those nights of nuzzling you in bed 
and listening to your confidences and secret dreams, and I believed that life could not 
be any more perfect. 

We went for long walks and runs in the park, car rides, stops for ice cream (I only 
got the cone because "ice cream is bad for dogs" you said), and I took long naps in the 
sun waiting for you to come home at the end of the day. 

Gradually, you began spending more time at work and on your career, and more 
time searching for a human mate. I waited for you patiently, comforted you through 
heartbreaks and disappointments, never chided you about bad decisions, and romped 
with glee at your homecomings, and when you fell in love. 

She, now your wife, is not a "dog person" -- still I welcomed her into our home, 
tried to show her affection, and obeyed her. I was happy because you were happy. 
Then the human babies came along and I shared your excitement. 

I was fascinated by their pinkness, how they smelled, and I wanted to mother 
them, too. Only she and you worried that I might hurt them, and I spent most of my 
time banished to another room, or to a dog crate. 

Oh, how I wanted to love them, but I became a "prisoner of love." As they began to 
grow, I became their friend. They clung to my fur and pulled themselves up on wobbly 
legs, poked fingers in my eyes, investigated my ears, and gave me kisses on my nose. I 
loved everything about them and their touch -- because your touch was now so infre-
quent -- and I would've defended them with my life if need be. I would sneak into their 
beds and listen to their worries and secret dreams, and together we waited for the 
sound of your car in the driveway. 

There had been a time, when others asked you if you had a dog, that you produced 
a photo of me from your wallet and told them stories about me. These past few years, 
you just answered "yes" and changed the subject. I had gone from being "your dog" to 
"just a dog," and you resented every expenditure on my behalf. Now, you have a new 
career opportunity in another city, and you and they will be moving to an apartment 
that does not allow pets. You've made the right decision for your "family," but there 
was a time when I was your only family. 

I was excited about the car ride until we arrived at the animal shelter. It smelled of 
dogs and cats, of fear, of hopelessness. You filled out the paperwork and said, "I know 
you will find a good home for her." They shrugged and gave you a pained look. They 
understand the realities facing a middle-aged dog, even one with "papers." You had to 

pry your son's fingers loose from my collar as he screamed "No, Daddy! Please don't let 
them take my dog!" And I worried for him, and what lessons you had just taught him 
about friendship and loyalty, about love and responsibility, and about respect for all 
life. 

You gave me a good-bye pat on the head, avoided my eyes, and politely refused to 
take my collar and leash with you. You had a deadline to meet and now I have one, too. 
After you left, the two nice ladies said you probably knew about your upcoming move 
months ago and made no attempt to find me another good home. They shook their 
heads and asked, "How could you?" 

They are as attentive to us here in the shelter as their busy schedules allow. They 
feed us, of course, but I lost my appetite days ago. At first, whenever anyone passed 
my pen, I rushed to the front, hoping it was you that you had changed your mind -- that 
this was all a bad dream... or I hoped it would at least be someone who cared, anyone 
who might save me. 

When I realized I could not compete with the frolicking for attention of happy pup-
pies, oblivious to their own fate, I retreated to a far corner and waited. I heard her 
footsteps as she came for me at the end of the day, and I padded along the aisle after 
her to a separate room. A blissfully quiet room. She placed me on the table and rubbed 
my ears, and told me not to worry. My heart pounded in anticipation of what was to 
come, but there was also a sense of relief. The prisoner of love had run out of days. 

As is my nature, I was more concerned about her. The burden which she bears 
weighs heavily on her, and I know that, the same way I knew your every mood. She 
gently placed a tourniquet around my foreleg as a tear ran down her cheek. I licked her 
hand in the same way I used to comfort you so many years ago. She expertly slid the 
hypodermic needle into my vein. As I felt the sting and the cool liquid coursing through 
my body, I lay down sleepily, looked into her kind eyes and murmured "How could 
you?" 

Perhaps because she understood my dog speak, she said "I'm so sorry." She 
hugged me, and hurriedly explained it was her job to make sure I went to a better 
place, where I wouldn't be ignored or abused or abandoned, or have to fend for myself 
-- a place of love and light so very different from this earthly place. And with my last bit 
of energy, I tried to convey to her with a thump of my tail that my "How could you?" 
was not directed at her. 

It was directed at you, My Beloved Master, I was thinking of you. I will think of you 
and wait for you forever. May everyone in your life continue to show you so much loy-
alty. 

 
(A Note from the Editor: If "How Could You?" brought tears to your eyes as you 

read it, as it did to mine as I wrote it, it is because it is the composite story of the mil-
lions of formerly "owned" pets who die each year in American and Canadian animal 
shelters as unwanted animals. Please do the right thing and  spay or neuter your pets!) 

Sabine Sweeties Earn  
2nd in State 

 

Around the Town congratulates the North Sabine Sweeties for winning Second Place 
in the State Tournament! We are proud of you! 
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Country Florist 
Opening at 
New Location 
 
 Country Florist in Many will be moving to 
its new Many location at 350 South Capitol 
Street across from Warren Meadows Funeral 
Home, the former location of Ann's Flower 
Shop. The full-service floral shop will open at 
its new location in September with a grand 
opening scheduled for October. 
 Owners Ken and Sheila Leach will offer this area the finest in floral arrangements 
for all occasions. A full line of gift items will also be available including candles, kitchen 
and home wares, jellies, old-fashion sodas, jewelry and much more. A large selection of 
silk arrangements will be available and ready to go. 
 Country Florist is now  offering the new Perpetual Floral Cemetery Program which 
will prevent you from worrying about flowers for your loved one. 
 There are many ways to show honor and respect when some one becomes a 
memory. 
 Our service offers a variety of affordable packages that can help you continuously 
show that honor and respect for the memory of your loved one. 
 This program is excellent for family members who can not visit regularly.  Let us 
deliver flowers to the cemetery for your loved one.  We can set up a schedule of your 
choice. You can pay by the year or at each flower change. 
 A Photo of the headstone will be e-mailed or text to you at each flower change. For 
more info on this great service and for all your floral needs call Country Florist at 318-
256-2288. 

Morris Furniture - 
"Your Home is 
Where Our Heart 
Is" 

 
 Morris Furniture in Many, Louisiana has been serv-
ing this area for forty seven years. Prior to locating to 
Sabine Parish , Harry Morris served as Vice- President of Hemingway Furniture, a na-
tionally-known furniture chain operation. 

 Having a love for fishing, the 
Morris Family decided to re-locate 
from Texas to the beautiful Toledo 
Bend lake area in Sabine Parish.  Upon 
their arrival to Louisiana in 1970, Har-
ry and his son Mike decided to open a 
furniture store on San Antonio Avenue 
in Many. "Not knowing a soul at the 
time, we quickly developed many 
friends who have been very kind, con-
siderate and supportive," said Mike 
Morris. 

 Since Harry's death in 2006, Mike has 
continued the tradition of providing this area 
with quality furniture and very affordable 
prices. 
 Morris Furniture offers nationally-known 
brands including Lazy Boy, Ashley, Mayo, LG 
TV's, Crosley Appliances, Seiko clocks and 
bedding by Englander. 
 In addition to the furniture and appliance 
business,  Mike and his wife Zelma Broussard have been members of the Harmon Drew 
Super Group since its formation in 1972. They enjoy traveling on weekends meeting and 
entertaining many fans. 
 You may contact the store located at 268 Texas Highway or by phone at 318-256-
5634. Email: morris_furniture@hotmail.com 

 The Kiwanis Club of Natchitoches is once again hosting 
its annual School Uniform Drive.  Many local children are in 
need and the Kiwanis Club aims to help the community with 
this need.  New or slightly used school uniforms that are in 
good condition will be distributed to children through the 
Natchitoches Parish School Board.  Please turn in any dona-
tions by August 7th. Collection sites include Waskom, 
Brown  & Associates, Bank of Montgomery and City 
Bank.  Uniform donations will be accepted through the end 
of August  

tel:318-256-2288
tel:318-256-2288
tel:318-256-5634
tel:318-256-5634
mailto:morris_furniture@hotmail.com
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650 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, Pasta, Burgers 

Something for everyone! 

All-you-can-eat 
Boiled Shrimp 

Every Friday Night 
 

Thursday Night is 

BYOB 
(Build Your Own 

BURGER!) 
 

Live  

Entertainment 
Every 

Saturday Night 

OPEN  
7 DAYS A WEEK 

Mon-Thurs • 11am-9pm 
Fri & Sat• 11am-10pm 

Sun • 11am-4pm 

650 San Antonio Ave • Many, LA 

318-431-1503 
Valid through August 30, 2017 

Gordon Anthony  
Honored by French 
Government 
Mr. Gordon Anthony, a life-long resident of the Redland com-
munity,  recently received a letter from the Consul General of 
France, awarding him the highest French distinction for his her-
oism and service during World War II’s Battle of the Bulge.  He 
was awarded the Legion of Honor Medal for his bravery and for 
risking his life on French territory. 

Natchitoches-NSU Folk  
Festival Held 
 

 The 38th Annual Natchitoches-NSU Folk Festival was held on Friday and Saturday, 
July 14-15.  
 Visiting with Dr. Hiram Gregory of NSu about  federal recognition for the Choctaw-
Apache Tribe of Ebarb are: Choctaw-Apache Councilman Danny Ebarb; Choctaw-Apache 
Cookbook Author, Dorsey Ebarb Bronson; Dr. Hiram Gregory, Northwestern State Uni-
versity Anthropologist and Choctaw-Apache Tribe historian, and Ione Procell Durr , 
chairman of Choctaw-Apache Louisiana Native Art Fest 

World Series Bound 
 

Around the Town would like to congratulate the 11-12 year-old Sabine Ponytails ( now 
the Louisiana Ponytails) for earning the Louisiana  State Championship title by remain-
ing undefeated in the state tournament.  We wish them the best of luck in the World 
Series in South Carolina! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sabine Ponytails are comprised of:  Jada Carhee, Gracie Rutherford, Kirsten Mar-
tinez, Camryn Ford, Kamryn Leone, Kaley Koss, Sara Kate Booker, Sarah McDaniel, Tia 
Holmes, Tessa Meshell, Georgia French and Brook Jenkins.  Coaches are Jeremy Koss, 
Josh Jenkins and Norman Booker.. 

Sabine  
Angels Place 
Fourth 
 

Around the Town congratulates the 
Sabine Angels for qualifying for the 
state tournament and placing 4th!  We 
are looking forward to next year! 
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Back to School Rally Planned 
  

  The 8th Annual Sabine Parish Back-to-School Rally will be held on Saturday, August 5th at the Family Life Center of the First Methodist Church of Many.  The doors will open 

at 7:30AM and close at 9AM with no admittance afterwards to avoid interruption of the planned program.  The keynote speaker will be Matt Howerton, a representative of Unit-

ed States House of Representatives Mike Johnson. 

   Music will be provided and school supplies will be distributed.  Grilled hot dogs will be served for lunch.  A parent or guardian must accompany the student. 

Back to 
School Expo 
scheduled 
 
 

A Back to School Expo for Natchitoches Par-
ish is set for Thursday, August 3rd from 4-
6PM at the Natchitoches Events Cen-
ter.  Sponsored by the the Natchitoches 
Parish School Board’s Federal Programs, there will be representatives from each 
school and various community organizations who will be available to answer ques-
tions.  A fashion show is also planned which will feature students from each 
school.  The first 100 student attendees will receive a backpack of school sup-
plies.  Parents and students are invited to attend. 

Remember to watch for children  
Getting on or off school busses, riding 
bikes to school or walking. The begin-
ning of the school year is the most 
dangerous time because we have not 
had to watch for them over the past 
three months. STAY SAFE! 
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EXPERIENCE • FAIRNESS • INTEGRITY  
MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT ON OCTOBER 14, 2017  

VERNON PARISH 

Ronnie Abels 
Named NCHS 
Softball Coach 
 
 Natchitoches Central principal Bill Gordy 
has announced the addition of Ronnie Abels as 
his new softball coach. 
 Abels and his wife, Robin, have lived in 
Calvin where he attended high school, for the 
past 44 years. The Abels have three children, 
Alana, Sean and Karlee. 
 “It’s a big step. No doubt,” Abels 
said.  “They seem to have some talent return-
ing so we’re looking forward to getting started 
there.” 
 Abels said he has been coaching and 
teaching for the past 10 years. He will continue living in Calvin and will teach Civics at 
NCHS. 
 “My first coaching job was at NCHS, assisting coach Trenton Smith with the Chiefs 
2005-2006 boys’ basketball team. What a great experience that was,” Abels said. 
After graduating from Northwestern State in 2007 at the age of 34, Abels became the 
girls’ basketball coach at Montgomery. 
 “I had a successful three years there, but I wanted to be closer to my home and my 
children. So in 2010, I was hired at Calvin High School, where all three of my children 
attended school, as head girls basketball coach,” Abels said. “After a few years of coach-
ing basketball and assisting softball, I knew my passion was on the softball field. 
 The veteran has served the past three seasons as the Class C representative on the 
Louisiana Softball Coaches Association Executive Committee, on the LSCA All-Star selec-
tion committee, as well as the head coach of the Calvin Lady Cougars. 
 “For me, softball goes way back. My oldest daughter, Alana, played travel softball 
and I had coached her from the time she was 8 years old all the way through her high 
school years,” Abels said. “As you may know, Calvin has a very rich tradition of making it 
to the Fastpitch 56 state tournament every year, so I knew I had to keep the tradition 
going and have every year that I coached there.” 
 Abels said he will stress hard work, perseverance, and dedication as the elements it 
takes “to become successful not only on the softball field and in the classroom, but 
those traits are equally important for us to be successful in our daily lives.” 
 “My family and I are looking forward to the upcoming season and are very excited 
about becoming part of the NCHS family,” he said. 

CONTACT US 

Around The Town  -  Tommy O’Con 
P.O. Box 187 • Robeline, LA 71469 • 318-471-6948 

aroundthetownla@aol.com  

www.AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com 
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Choctaw Apache Tribe Holds 
Elder Fest  

 
The Choctaw Apache Tribe of Ebarb hosted its annual Elders Fest on Thursday, July 
20th at Pat’s Place in Zwolle.  Tribal elders were honored and recognized for their contri-
butions to the tribe.  Everyone enjoyed lunch, bingo games, door prizes and visiting with 
family and friends. 
 The grand prize, a cedar rocking chair, was won by Clara Procell Henderson. Baskets 
of household goods were distributed to all in attendance. Door prizes, gift cards and 
homemade items were also awarded to tribal elders. 

Joann Sepeda and Jimmy  Procella take 
a break from  helping serve food at the  
Elder’s Fest. 

Tribal youth pose with  Chief Thomas rivers as  
they assist at the  Choctaw Apache  Annual Elder’s Fest 

Carolyn Rivers and 
Barbara Sepulvado 
are sistrs who came 
to the Elder’s Fest 
and enjoyed spend-
ing time together. 

Tribal members enjoy lunch at the Elder’s Fest 

Little Flock Masonic Lodge 
#236 Honors 50 Year Mem-
bers 
 
 On Tuesday, July 25, 2017, the Little Flock Masonic Lodge #236 held an open 
lodge communication and honored two of its members for 50 years of service. The 
certificate and pin was presented to Bob McCoy , PM, and John H. Burns, PM, by MW 
Jeff Web, PGM, of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. 
 Also present from the Grand Lodge were Ray McCormic, DDGM and David Miller, 
DL. The ceremony was preceded by a fish fry dinner and attended by friends of the 
recipients as well as other members of the Lodge. 

Left to right: Ray Hough (Master of Lodge), MW Jeff Web, PGM, Bob McCoy, PM, John H. 
Burns, PM, Ray McCormic, DDGM, and David Miller, DL. 

Left to right: MW Jeff Web, PGM, Bob 
McCoy, PM, and Melba McCoy. 

Left to right: MW Jeff Web, PGM, 
and John Burns, PM. 

School Zone Driving Safety 
Tips 
 
It’s that time of year, again! Children will be going back to school and we all need to 
prepare in order to keep them safe all year long. We offer the following safety tips: 
 

• Be on the lookout for school zone signals and ALWAYS obey the speed limits. 

• When entering a school zone, be sure to slow down and obey all traffic laws. 

• Always stop for school busses that are loading or unloading children. 

• Watch out for school crossing guards and obey their signals. 

• Be aware of and watch out for children near schools, bus stops, sidewalks, in the 
streets, in school parking lots, etc. 

• Never pass other vehicles while driving in a school zone. 

• Never change lanes while driving in a school zone. 

• Never make U-Turns while driving in a school zone. 

• Never text while driving in a school zone. 

• Avoid using a cell phone, unless it is completely hands-free, while driving in a 
school zone. 

• Unless licensed to do so, never use handicap or emergency vehicle lanes or spaces 
to drop off or pick up children at school. 
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The Legend of the 
Lost Tank 
    by Rickey Robertson 

  

 For years and years as you traveled on U.S. 

Hwy. 171 northward towards Many, La. you traveled 

around the “S” Curve. The “S” Curve was located 

between Fisher and Many and you had to slow down 

to get through the “S” Curve. Those that did not slow 

down were quick-

ly involved in 

a crash ! And as you went through the “S” Curve 

you could readily see what us country folks call a 

“spring head” or “baygall”. Springs of water flow 

out of the hills all around the “S” Curve. But since 

DOTD changed the route of U.S. Hwy. 171 we no 

longer travel through the “S” Curve. The old road-

way is used by the Louisiana DOTD to store 

ground up road materials and various types of 

road construction materials. This stretch of old 

highway is 

part of Sabine 

Parish history. 

But did you know that there is a legend that in-

volves the “S” Curve ? Yes, there is and we will 

discuss this legend but we have to go all the way 

back to EXERCISE SAGE BRUSH, the massive 

army maneuvers of the 1950’s to begin the story 

of the Lost Tank of the S Curve.  
  EXERCISE SAGE BRUSH involved 140,000 

various troops; 110,000 were US Army and 

30,000 US Air Force personnel. It became the 

largest post-World War II maneuvers conducted 

in the United States. Major units included the 

9th Field Army (Provisional) comprised of the 1st Armored Division, 3rdInfantry Divi-

sion, and a new unit to be tested, the 77th Special Forces Group. This army had as 

air support the 366th and 405thFighter Bomber Wing, 345th Light Bomber Group, 

363rd TAC Recon Wing, 507th TAC Air Command Group and the 11thTactical Missile 

Flight. The Aggressor Forces were comprised of the XVIII Airborne Corps, 

4th Armored Division, 82ndAirborne Division, and the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 

Air support for the Aggressor Forces included the 312th Fighter Bomber Wing, 

479th Fighter Day Wing, 461st Light Bomber Wing, 363rd TAC Recon Wing, and the 

507th TAC Air Command Control Wings. The 

residents of the maneuver area here in Louisi-

ana saw new equipment and tactics that had 

evolved from the previous maneuvers four-

teen years earlier. 

Look out Louisiana, 

here we 

come!!! Military con-

voys stretched for 

miles and miles as 

they brought troops 

and equipment to Loui-

siana for EXERCISE SAGE BRUSH. 
 EXERCISE SAGE BRUSH ran from 31 October 1955 

until 15 December 1955, longer than most army training ma-

neuvers. Its mission was to train the various units in “atomic 

attacks” for both the US 

Army and the Aggressor 

Forces. The maneuvers 

began with a simulated atomic bomb set off at 

Fort Polk. Residents of especially Sabine and 

Vernon Parishes encountered giant 280mm 

atomic cannons capable of firing atomic artillery 

shells. The new US Army H-19 helicopters used 

to transport troops into combat areas also fasci-

nated them. One of the units involved in EXER-

CISE SAGE BRUSH , the 1st Armored Division, 

known as “Old Ironsides” was the only up to date and 

fully operational armored unit in the United States 

Army at this time. The 1st Armored had recently prior 

to EXERCISE SAGE BRUSH been issued new M-48 

Patton tanks and were also equipped with M-75 ar-

mored personnel carriers. The M-48 tanks replaced 

the World War II Sherman tanks and the M-75 per-

sonnel carriers had replaced the famous World War II 

half-tracks. Throughout the area the armored units 

were constantly moving. And near Fisher, La. was a 

large encampment of tanks and armored infan-

try units. And possibly one of these armored 

vehicles is involved in the legend of the Lost 

Tank. 
  I was able to speak with 3 people about the 

Legend of the Lost Tank. Mr. 

Ivan Ensinger was returning to Florien with one 

of his sons when the army stopped all traffic at 

the “S” Curve. There at the “S” Curve was a 

tank that was stuck and sinking in 

the baygall next to the road. 2 large tank re-

trievers were parked across the road and were 

attempting to get the stuck vehicle out of the 

deep mud with heavy cables going to it. Mr. Ensinger knew about tanks, he came 

from Illinois and during World War II was assigned to the 7th Armored Division at 

Camp Polk. He went throughout Europe with the “Lucky Seventh” and came back 

and married a Peason girl named Molly Burleson. As Mr. Ensinger and his son 

watched, all of a sudden the tank broke through and the quicksand began to swirl 

around the tank. As it began to sink, a soldier broke and ran to the armored vehicle 

and took the machine gun off the turret. And very quickly, the tank was gone from 

sight! Thanks to his son Max Ensinger for sharing this part of the legend. Fred-

die Hippler lived near Fisher and he remembered a very large camp of armored ve-

hicles and armored infantry troops camped all around the “S” Curve and back to-

wards Fisher. Vehicles and troops were everywhere! Freddie was on the bus going 

to school at Many when the Army stopped all traffic at the “S” Curve as they attempt-

ed to retrieve the stuck armored vehicle . Traffic both north and south was stopped 

and when the vehicle sank out of sight the roadway was opened back up. And the 

last person I spoke with was Jeff Lewing. His father had knowledge of the old tank 

and even told Jeff he knew where it was at. But he never got to show Jeff the loca-

tion. But Jeff also shared  

some information that when there was work being done on the “S” Curve many 

years ago, the road construction crew was able to observe part of the turret of the 

lost tank sticking out of the mud ! 
 Well, it has been 62 years since EXERCISE SAGE BRUSH came roaring 

through Sabine Parish. I recently drove back to the old “S” Curve and did it bring 

back memories of traveling through that route. The old roadway still has the road 

markings on it and you almost expect to see a string of traffic approaching you. I got 

out and walked up and down the old roadway looking at the many springs 

and baygall’s located there. Cat tails grow tall from the water in the old ditches and 

the water is deep enough in some places I saw some good size minnows darting 

back and forth. The area is a thicket today and too thick to attempt to walk through 

and is filled with dangerous sink holes and slithering snakes. But somewhere in all 

this thicket and baygall lies the remains of the lost tank. Would it be an M-48 tank or 

an M-75 armored personnel  carrier . My thinking is that the Army would 

have continued to recover an M-48 tank out but the M-75 armored personnel carrier 

would have been abandoned . After EXERCISE SAGE BRUSH was over the M-75’s 

were replaced with the M-59 armored personnel carriers.  One drawback of the M-

75 was its extreme weight and the machine gun was mounted on top of the vehicle 

on the commanders cupola. Would the soldier have retrieved the machine gun off an 

M-75 ? Many questions remain unanswered about the Lost Tank of the S Curve and 

some of my readers may even share more information on this event. And who 

knows, it may be an obscure armored vehicle brought by a unit to participate in the 

maneuvers. And from my research the Army shows no M-48 tank lost on its records. 

But there was lots of other equipment and vehicles unaccounted for! So possibly 

someday I hope that someone may find the Lost Tank of the S Curve. Just be safe 

and careful as you look ! And what about the lost jeep at Oak Hill…

Oh ! that’s another story isn’t it !!    

The “S” Curve as it looks today, in July 
2017 , looking southbound toward Fisher, 
LA (Robertson Collection) 

The “S” Curve as it looks today, in July 
2017 , looking northbound toward Many, 
LA (Robertson Collection) 

M-48 tank like the ones used by 
the 1st Armored Division during 
Exercise Sagebrush. (US Army Ft. 
Polk) 

M-75 armored personnel 
carrier as used during Exer-
cise Sage Brush. (US Army Ft 
Polk) 

M-2 half-tracks during the Louisi-
ana Maneuvers. The half-tracks 
were replaced by the M-75 ar-
mored personnel carriers. (Ft. 
Polk Museum) 

M-75 armored personnel carriers moving 
north through DeRidder, La. during Exercise 
Sage Brush. (Robertson Collection) 

MP directing tanks during 
Exercise Sage Brush. 
(Robertson Collection) 

Convoy’s stretching for miles and miles 
brought troops and equipment to Louisi-
ana for Exercise Sage Brush. (Robertson 
Collection) 

Aggressor soldier in front of his tent near 

Peason, La. during Exercise Sage Brush. 

(Robertson Collection)  

Tanks moving north on US Hwy 171 
at Leesville, La. during Exercise Sage 
Brush. (Robertson Collection) 

The area at the S Curve is 
filled with springs and bay-
galls and the area is thick 
with undergrowth. 
(Robertson Collection) 

Beautiful tall cat-tails grow in 
the springs today at the old S 
Curve. (Robertson Collection) 

Water bubbles gently from the 
springs near the S Curve. Some 
of the pools of water have 
large minnows in them. 
(Robertson Collection) 

ONLINE EDITION! 
AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com 
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Franklin Inducted Into  
Louisiana Folklife Center's 
Hall of Master Folk Artists 
 
 Barbara Franklin was inducted into the Louisiana Folklife Center's Hall of Fame 
Folk Artists at the 38th annual Natchitoches-NSU Folk Festival on July 15, 2017 in 
Natchitoches.  
  Mrs. Franklin began working with her hands at the young age of seven or eight 
years old and has been creating cloth dolls for the past 38 years. She was inspired to 
create cloth dolls and she was passing the French Quarter and admired a variety of 
little black dolls. Barbara handcrafts all of her dolls from her home. She has participat-
ed in the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, the  Black Heritage Festival, the cele-
bration of the African Child in Congo Square, and others around the state, including 
Sugar Fest  in Port Allen, Melrose Arts and Crafts  Festival, and Fest For All in Baton 
Rouge, and she participates in the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge's Arts Market. 
Ms. Franklin also conducts educational workshops in libraries  so that educators can 
teach their students how to make the dolls.  She has stated, "I refer to myself as 
"Barbara W Franklin, African-American multicultural folk doll artist."  That  means that 
I make dolls of all different cultures." 
 

NSU President Chris Maggio presents Barbara 
Franklin a plaque for her contribution to the 
preservation of Louisiana's cultural tradition. 
(Photo Credit: Kevin Walker) 

Hymes Inducted Into  
Louisiana Folk Life Center's 
Hall of Master Folk Artists 
 
Haney "Pop" Hymes was inducted into the Louisiana Folklife Center's Hall of Master Folk 
Artists at the 38th annual Natchitoches-NSU folk festival held on July 15, 2017 in 
Natchitoches. Hymes  began playing the drums in his high school band around the age 
of 15. He has also been surrounded by music his entire life. His main inspiration to pur-
sue music originated from watching bands perform in local parades. His father plays the 
harmonica and his grandfather played the guitar recreationally and at church gather-
ings, gearing Hymes curiosity towards music. Hymes is passionate about his work 
through the great pleasure he receives when others enjoy and appreciate his music. He 
finds playing the drums pleasurable and relaxing. His advice to anyone beginning music 
is to be strong, keep going, and to let nothing stop you 

NSU President Chris Maggio presents Gayney 
"Pop" Hymes a plaque for his contribution to 
the preservation of Louisiana's cultural tradi-
tion. (Photo Credit: Kevin Walker) 
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Monday-Friday • 1pm-10pm 
Saturday & Sunday • 10am-10pm 

 

Seafood Buffet every Friday & Saturday (5pm-9pm) 

Watch for Upcoming Concert Dates! 
 

14137 Texas Highway • Many ,LA 71449 

318-590-9383 
“If God be for us, who can be against us?” Romans 8:31 

Cyclists Riding Cross  
Country Under the Banner  
of Affordable Housing 
 
 Dozens of service-oriented cyclist are taking to the highways and byways of the 
United States this summer, riding over 3,600  miles with the Fuller Center Bicycle Ad-
venture, coast-to-coast from California to Georgia. 
 Members of the group were in Natchitoches  recently renovating a home on Scar-
borough Street owned by Melvin LaCour. Plans are being made to build a new home in 
Natchitoches in October 2017, according to Jim Roberts, president of the Fuller Center 
board in Natchitoches. 
 Now and it's 10th year, the Bike Adventure is a ministry of The Fuller Center for 
housing - a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based in Americus, Georgia which is dedi-
cated to building and renovating homes in partnership with those in need. The Fuller 
Center was launched in 2005 by Millard and Linda Fuller, who co-founded Habitat for 
Humanity in 1976. Today, the Fuller Center continues the Fullers' vision for a grass-
roots, decentralized, and faith-based movement working to a eliminate poverty hous-
ing worldwide. The bike adventure has raised over $1.6 million in support of the Fuller 
Center since its founding in 2008. To learn more about the Fuller Center Bike Adven- 
ture, to register, or to donate to the cause, go to www.fullercenterbike adventure.org 

 
Members of the Fuller Center Bike Adventure assisting with 
the renovating of a home belonging to Melvin LaCour on 
Scarborough Street in Natchitoches. (Photo Credit: Kevin 
Walker) 
 
 

Plans are being made to build a home in Natchitoches in 
October 2017, according to Jim Roberts (shown on right), 
President of the Natchitoches board of Fuller Center Bike 
Adventure.  (Photo Credit: Kevin Walker). 
 

Melvin LaCour owns the home 
on Scarbrough Street in Natchitoches which is being reno-
vated with assistance from members of the Fuller Center 
Bicycle Adventure. The home was originally owned by 
LaCour's grandparents, Coleman Williams and I. Z. Williams 
(Ms. Sugar Baby). (Photo Credit: Kevin Walker) 
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Trivia answer from page 10:  
Boulder Dam 
 

On July 7th in 1930, construction began on Boulder Dam on the 
Colorado River. Originally known as Boulder Dam, it was officially 
renamed Hoover Dam by a joint resolution of Congress. It is a 
concrete arch-gravity dam in the Black Canyon of the Colorado 
River, on the border between Nevada and Arizona. Its construc-
tion was the result of a massive effort involving thousands of 
workers, and cost over one hundred lives. The dam was named 
after President Herbert Hoover. 
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ALLOSAURUS 
ARTHROPODS 
BABIES 
BONES 
BRACHIOSAURUS 
CARNIVORE 
CLAWS 
CRAWLERS 
CREST 
DIG 
DISCOVERY 
DOME HEAD 
EGG 
ERUPTION 
EXTINCT 
FLYERS 
FOOTPRINT 
FOSSILS 
GEOLOGY 

CLASSIC BOUDIN 
10 lbs. pork roast (pork butt roast works) 
4 med. Onions 
5 shallots 
2 bell peppers 
3 bunched green onions, chopped fine 
1 bunch fresh parsley, chopped fine 
1 tsp. white pepper 
2 tbsp. salt 
1½ tbsp. black pepper 
5 tbsp. cayenne 
93/4 cups cooked rice 
1 pkg. casings 

 
 In a large stockpot combine the pork roast, 5 whole shallots, 3 whole onions, and 2 
whole bell peppers with enough water to cover the entire contents of pot. Boil until the 
meat begins to separate from the bone. Remove roast from water and then trim the fat 
from meat. Reserve stock. 
 With a meat grinder, grind together the meat with the boiled onions, shallots and 
peppers. Also grind in one additional raw onion. 
 Return the meat mixture to the pot and add the green onion and parsley, both 
chopped fine. Add the white pepper, salt, black pepper and cayenne. Stir thoroughly. 
Add the cooked rice to the mixture and keep the consistency "wet" but not too wet to 
handle. Stuff the boudin mixture into the casing, make boudin balls or eat as a rice 
dressing. Boudin is often enjoyed with cracklins.  
 Because this recipe makes a substantial amount of boudin, most of it will likely be 
frozen for future use. To thaw the boudin, heat water to boiling in a large pot and place 
boudin in the pot and boil for 10 minutes. Remove and serve. Or, if making boudin 
balls, roll in a small amount of breadcrumbs before freezing. To thaw, deep fat fry until 
golden brown or cook in the oven at 350 for 20 minutes turning balls once. 
    "My secret that makes all the difference: make your rice with the liquid you cooked 
the boudin in. C'est bon" 

BOUDIN BALLS 
 
Boudin 
Crushed crackers 
2 eggs (optional) 
1/4 to 1/2 cup milk (optional) 
Salt, cayenne, black pepper, to taste 
Oil for frying 
 
 Make your boudin. Or, if using the store purchased variety, remove the meat mix-
ture from the casing. Roll the mixture into balls a little smaller than an egg; actually 
any size. 
 There are two ways to make these and two ways to cook them. 
 
Method 1. Crush your crackers to a fine meal consistency and season to taste. Or you 
can buy any flavored crackers. Take the boudin balls and roll them in the cracker 
meal. Refrigerate for 1 to 2 hours. Heat the cooking oil until a small amount of flour 
dropped in sizzles on top of the oil. Drop the boudin ball and fry until golden brown. 
Place on paper towels to drain. Serve warm but it tastes great even when cold, OR 
preheat oven to 375 degrees. Place the balls on a cookie sheet and cook for 20 to 25 
minutes until golden brown, turning halfway thru the cooking process. 
 
Method 2. Combine the milk and egg in a glass bowl. Set aside. Crush your crackers to 
a fine meal consistency, season to taste. Or you can use flavored crackers. Roll the 
boudin balls in the cracker meal. Season to taste. Take the boudin ball and first coat 
with the milk and egg mixture; then dredge in the cracker mixture. (You could do this 
step twice to get a really thick coating.) Place on a plate and refrigerate for 1 to 2 
hours. Heat the cooking oil until a small amount of flour dropped in sizzles on top of 
the oil. Drop the boudin ball and fry until golden brown. Place on paper towels to 
drain. Serve warm but it tastes great even when cold. 
 
Pork rinds compliments this dish very well. 
 

THE CAJUN COOK 

Comic Captions 

 Let’s see how well our minds and imaginations work. Below are several pictures that 
just beg for a comic caption! If you will submit your caption by mail or email, we will 
choose the funniest and print them in a future edition. If we get a good response, we 
may continue this column for all to enjoy! 

#11 #10 

#7 

#6 #5 

#4 

#3 
#2 #1 

#9 #8 

 So get your thinking caps on, sharpen your pencils and let’s see what witty and fun-
ny captions you can come up with. 
 Submit your clever ideas by “snail mail” to: 

Tommy O’Con 
Around The Town LA 

PO Box 187, Robeline, LA 71469 
 

or by email to aroundthetownla@aol.com 

GIANT 
GLIDERS 
HERBIVORE 
HERD 
HOPPERS 
HORN 
HUNT 
IGUANODON 
JURASSIC 
LIZARD 
MESOZOIC 

NEST 

PREDATOR 

PREHISTORIC 

PTERANODON 

PTERODACTYL 

REPTILE 

RIDGE 

ROAR 

ROCK 

SAUROPODS 

SCALES 

SCARY 

SKELETON 

SKULL 

SPINOSAURUS 

STEGOSAURUS 

STOMP 

TAIL CLUB 

TEETH 

TITANOSAURUS 

TRACKS 

TRICERATOPS 

TYRANNOSAURUS 

      REX 

VELOCIRAPTOR 

VOLCANO 

WING 
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 Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richard-
son would like to remind the community 
about the free service the Sabine Parish 
Sheriff’s Department offers to the elderly. 
 Thanks to a grant received from the 
Louisiana Department of Health and Hos-
pitals and the Bureau of Minority Health 
Access, Sheriff Richardson has obtained funding for and has implemented an automat-
ed safety program that targets vulnerable individuals who, in the event of illness, acci-
dental injury, or crime, are in danger of being left unattended and unaided for a 
lengthy period of time. The program allows residents in Sabine Parish who are elderly 
or those who are disabled, and who possess the desire to participate, access to a wel-
fare check system at no cost.   
 The system provides an automated call to participants each day.  In order to quali-
fy for the program, an individual must be a resident of Sabine Parish, be elderly, disa-
bled, or in need of such a service, and able to provide at least two emergency/family 
contacts that are willing to be called or notified by the Sheriff’s office, if necessary. 
 There is no charge to participate in the program.  If you or a loved one is interest-
ed, registration forms are located at the Sheriff’s Dispatch office or you may call 256-

9241 for more information. 

Sheriff’s Department Program 
Provides Free 
Welfare 
Check System 

Where Did the “Dog Days of 
Summer” Come From? 
 
 
 The phrase “Dog Days of Summer” describes 
the most oppressive period of summer, between 
July 3rd and August 11th each year. But where did 
the term come from? And what does it have to do 
with dogs? 
 Many people believe the phrase stems from 
the fact that dogs tend to be sluggish during the 
hottest days of summer (aren’t we all? ), while 
others still say the days are so hot it causes dogs to go mad. But the name is actually a 
reference to the fact that, during this time, the Sun occupies the same region of the 
sky as Sirius, the brightest star visible from any part of Earth and part of the constella-
tion Canis Major, the Greater Dog. This is why Sirius is sometimes called the Dog Star. 
 In the summer, Sirius rises and sets with the Sun. On July 23rd, specifically, it is in 
conjunction with the Sun, and because the star is so bright, the ancient Romans be-
lieved it actually gave off heat and added to the Sun’s warmth, accounting for the long 
stretch of sultry weather. They referred to this time as diēs caniculārēs, or “dog days.” 
Thus, the term “Dog Days of Summer” came to mean the 20 days before and 20 days 
after this alignment of Sirius with the Sun — July 3 to Aug. 11. 
 While this period usually is the hottest stretch of summer, the heat is not due to 
any added radiation from Sirius, regardless of its brightness. The heat of summer is 
simply a direct result of the Earth’s tilt. 
 During summer in the Northern Hemisphere, the tilt of the Earth causes the Sun’s 
rays to hit at a more direct angle, and for a longer period of time throughout the day. 
This means longer, hotter days. 
 So what does it mean for you? Plan to take your beach vacation during this time 
and, of course, search the Farmers’ Almanac web site for great ideas on ways to stay 
cool! 
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