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WWRRAACC ttoo bbee nnaammeedd iinn hhoonnoorr
ooff DDrr.. RRaannddaallll JJ.. WWeebbbb
by David West

Northwestern State University has received
approval from the Board of Supervisors for the
University of Louisiana System to name its Wellness,
Recreation and Activity Center in honor of the late
Dr. Randall J. Webb. The request was
approved Thursday by the Board of Supervisors at its
October meeting.

Webb, who passed away in Nov. 2015 at 72, was
the longest-serving president in the history of
Northwestern State, holding the position from July
1, 1996 to Dec. 31, 2014.

“Naming the Wellness, Recreation and Activity
Center in honor of Dr. Webb underscores and
perpetuates his meaningful contributions to
Northwestern State during his long tenure as president and in other roles at the
university,” said NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio. “The WRAC has been an enormous
asset for the university in attracting and retaining students and has served both the
university and the community in promoting and facilitating a healthy lifestyle for
students, university personnel and people in the Natchitoches community.”

Northwestern State students approved a referendum in 1998 to fund
construction of the Wellness, Recreation and Activity Center. The $6.9 million project
converted the former Intramural Building into a modern 81,000 square foot facility
which was completed in 2004.

Alicia Irmscher, who was SGA president in 1997-98, recalled how Webb provided
guidance to student leaders as they decided whether to renovate the Intramural
Building or construct a new building on campus.

“I was adamant that I wanted a new building and Dr. Webb in his infinite wisdom
told me he would support me and the SGA in whatever we decided to do but to
consider all possible options,” said Irmscher, a mission support specialist with the FBI
in New Orleans. “As time progressed and we looked at architectural renderings of
both a new and renovated facility as well as comparing costs. It was clear what we as
the SGA needed to do to be good stewards of the student's money. I'm pretty sure
Dr. Webb knew that we would eventually come to the logical decision of choosing the
renovated (larger building with a lower cost) recreation center, however, he never
once told us no nor did he tell us we were wrong. He only offered sage advice and
wisdom as we moved forward with fulfilling this dream.”

Irmscher said Webb continued to be available to assist her after she graduated
from NSU.

“Dr. Webb was also a true mentor for me,” she said. “There have been a handful
of situations over the last several years that I reached out to him for his advice, and
he always took time out of his schedule to call or email me back with his advice and
help.
Dr. Webb was a tireless, kind, and humble servant to the students, faculty, and
Northwestern community.”

Luke Dowden, who served as Student Government Association President in 1998-
99 when the student referendum was approved, said Webb had a great love for
students and cared about the whole student.

Story continued on page 2

HHiillllssiiddee AAnnttiiqquueess –– TThhee
HHoommee ffoorr TTrreeaassuurree SSeeeekkeerrss
by Tommy O'Con

Hillside Antiques in Robeline is
basically thought of as an antique
store but after spending over an hour
browsing the store, I can tell you there
is much more than antiques. Many
items are what you would expect to
find at a place such as Canton, Texas.
It was the late Mary Kelly who

introduced store owner Francis Floyd
Walker and store manager Gina
Manring to the flea market world. It all began with a booth space at a Natchitoches
establishment. Then the trio decided to launch their own business and open a store
in Robeline, LA. in January 2017 at 9222 Texas Highway. Their shop is housed in the
building once known as Bennett's Grocery. Many items from the Bennett store such
as counters and Coca-Cola memorabilia remain in the current establishment. The
community was saddened by the passing away of Mary Kelly on September 23, 2017.
Many of her items are still on sale at reduced prices.

Francis and Gina acquire much
of their inventory by “pickin” in
neighboring states and local
communities. Many people refer to
them as “The Pickers” since they buy
most of their items from individuals .
However, many of the old items in
stock came from an old store in
Cloutierville, LA and the old US Post
Office in Robeline, LA.

Among the large selection of
vintage items are many collectibles
too, and there are also some very
beautiful things that are entirely new.

You will find unique items such as oil and gas collectibles, books, games, fishing gear,
dishes, Hallmark items, Christmas items, records etc. Hillside Antiques houses hard to
find items such as a New Orleans Saints football helmet with authentic signatures of
the teams players.
“Many of the items bring happiness by bringing back memories of our

grandparents such as old sewing machines and kitchen stoves,” said Gina Manring.
These items have personality, character and soul.
Future plans are to expand the size of the building in order to accommodate more

vendors which will bring many more unique items to choose from.
“A majority of our items are priced under $20 and if we don't have what someone

is looking for, we will try our hardest to find it,” said Frances Walker.
Many items in three different rooms are currently discounted as much as 30%.

(L to R) Gina Manring (Manager) & Francis
Floyd Walker (Owner)
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DDeettoouurrss && DDiilleemmmmaass
by Dean Lambert

It was many years ago when I was a fairly new police chief and it was the Christmas
season. The weekend of the annual Many Christmas parade had arrived and there were
more things to do than time to do it. The celebration
included not only the parade, but for the first time the
town was sponsoring a 5k run. And of course the foot race
was just before the parade and it just compounded the
already horrible traffic problem. The city had the help of
the National Guard and they were stationed along the race
route. Each soldier was briefly told his responsibilities and
the main concern was keeping vehicle traffic out of certain
residential areas of town where the 5k race was to be held.

Race time came and the race started downtown and
quickly the participants were off and running. It was not
long before complaints came to me that cars were being
directed into the streets that were on the race route. The
problem seemed to be at the Shreveport Hwy and the
Dillion Street location. I quickly jumped into the patrol unit
and sped to that location. Here I observed a National Guard soldier allowing vehicles to
turn east onto Dillon Street, which put them right in the path of the race participants. I
became alarmed and just foresee one of our town's near blind citizen's motoring along
with a once healthy runner attached to the undercarriage of their car. As I sped to a stop
on the Shreveport highway, I noticed that the soldier had again, directed a car east on
Dillon. By the time I reached the young soldier I was more than alarmed and very upset.
I sternly told him that absolutely no cars were to turn east on Dillon Street, no one! no

one! He looked at me and quickly stated that the drivers were telling him that they lived
down the street. I again told him that no one was to turn east on Dillion, no one! About
that time, a creme colored Oldsmobile drove up to the intersection from West Dillion and
blew the horn at us and pointed ahead toward East Dillion Street. I shook my head at the
female driver and pointed that she could go either North or South, but not continue
straight on Dillion. I turned back to the soldier and was stressing to him again his duties
when a horn sounded behind me. It was the lady in the Oldsmobile, She gave me a stern
look and pointed again toward East Dillion, I again shook my head. Then the lady put her
head out the window and in a near threatening voice, stated that she was only going to
her mother’s house just a block up Dillon Street. As the soldier looked on, I shook my
head at her, telling her that she must turn left or right. Suddenly the driver’s car door
open and the lady was in the street and she’s crying. She tearfully asks, “You mean you
won’t let me drive to my mother’s house?” I looked at her and firmly stated “No, no one
is allowed to drive on East Dillon.” She puts both her hands to side and just glares at me;
tears’ flowing from her eyes, this lady is some upset. She finally whirls around gets into
the car and squeals her tires as she turns right and away from her intended destination. I
see two young boys in the rear seat, peering out the back window at me, their eyes wide
open. They soon disappear among other traffic.

I turned to the National Guard soldier, who was standing there with his mouth open,
and I told him, “Now that’s the way you do it”. He seemed impressed. I quickly left, never
telling that soldier that I would now suddenly regret this busy workday ending, for I
suddenly had no desire to go home to a cold and empty house. You see, that was my
Oldsmobile, that was my two young wide-eyed kids and of course, that upset lady was
my wife.

And it indeed was a cold and empty house when I got home; Amanda now had made
it to her mother’s and was in no hurry at all to come home. That was years and years ago,
but she remembers it well, all too well. I find it best not to bring up this little story from
the past But I have to say I sure did impress that young soldier.ast. But I have to say....I sure did impress that you

From
Natchitoches
City Marshal

Randy Williams
and Staff

Wishing you and
your loved ones all
the wonder and joy of
the Christmas season.
May the timeless
message of Christmas
fill your heart and
home with joy.

373 Second Street
Natchitoches, LA

71457
(318) 357-1129

Hillside Antiques attracts
many tourists who visit
Natchitoches for the annual
Christmas festival. However
many tourist visit the store year
round. While shopping, Lynn
Heath of Indiana told Around the
Town that he loves everything
about the store and it was one of
the most fantastic stores that he
has ever visited.

“I will be back every chance I get,” said Heath.
While you are shopping be sure to try their

tasty snacks which include pralines, pretzels and
soft drinks.

You owe it to yourself to
visit Hillside Antiques at 9222
Texas Highway in Robeline, LA. It
will be an experience that you will
never forget. Hours of operation
are Thursday – Saturday from 9 am
to 5 pm. Phone: (318) 581-
6489 or (318) 332-8485.
Like their Facebook page: Hillside
Antiques Robeline or email them

at: hillsideantiquesrobeline@gmail.com
Room of Unique Items

Old Antique Stove

Shoppers (L to R) Lynn Heath, Patricia Heath &
Dwain Heath

HHIILLLLSSIIDDEE AANNTTIIQQUUEESS (Continued from Page 1)

SSaabbiinnee PPaarriisshh
SShheerriiffff’’ss
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt
RReecceeiivveess BBuulllleett
PPrrooooff VVeesstt GGrraanntt

The Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Department has been awarded a $3194 grant from
the Bureau of Justice Assistance as part of the Bulletproof Vest Partnership (BVP)
Grant. This United States Department of Justice initiative was developed in 1999 for
the purpose of partnering with local law enforcement agencies to provide resources
for the purchase of protective body armor.

“The purchase of these life-saving vests is an example of the Sabine Parish
Sheriff’s Department commitment to providing our personnel with the tools and
equipment they need to protect themselves as they provide security and safety to
the citizens of our Sabine Parish,” commented Sheriff Ronny Richardson.

Nationwide, the BVP program has provided $430 million to support the purchase
of more than nearly 1.3 million vests by 13,000 police jurisdictions nationwide.

The BVP Act of 2000 gives jurisdictions with fewer than 100,000 residents
funding priority. The maximum award of 50 percent of the cost of approved vest
purchases was granted to the sheriff’s department. The grant money is used to buy
new vests to replace older ones that are no longer under manufacturer’s warranty.

Police Chief Jim Barlow said, “Every Carmel Police Officer is issued a bullet-proof
vest when they join the force. This great federal program helps us to regularly replace
the vests so our officers will know they are well protected if they should ever come
under gun fire.”

Bulletproof vests and other forms of body armor are continually being reviewed,
examined and tested by the department’s Office of Justice Programs to ensure their
efficacy against more powerful and higher caliber firearms.

Sheriff Ronny Richardson
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MMaannyy HHiissttoorriicc DDeeppoott MMuusseeuumm
ddiissppllaayyss AAnnttiiqquuee MMooddeell TTrraaiinnss  
by Mary Key Brocato 
 David Carnline and Betty Miller, both of whom grew up in Many , have spent
endless hours constructing model train tracks and railways and setting the vintage

model trains up in three
rooms of the depot. 
 The trains were dis-
played on Nov. 29 when the
Many Depot first opened to
meet Santa Claus who is ar-
rived by the Kansas City
Southern Holiday Express
Train to see the children of
Many and show them his
special train. Santa and two
Holiday Express trains will
arrived at 4 p.m. at the His-
toric Depot Museum. Chil-
dren toured the trains and
also toured the depot which
is all decked out for the many
Christmas holiday festivities. 
 The extensive model

train collection was donated to the Many Historic Depot Museum by Mrs. Linda
Fertitta of Beaumont, TX. in memory of her late husband Frank Fertitta. Mr. Fertitta
put together an extensive model train collection over a period of more than 40 years.
Mrs. Fertitta wanted to keep the collection together and thought the Many Depot
Museum would be a fitting home for the antique train sets. 
 Houston interior designer Tom Dunigan was a close friend of the Fertitta
couple and suggested that Mrs. Fertitta consider donating the trains. Dunigan main-
tains a second home in Many and is also decorating the Depot Museum for the Christ-
mas holiday events. Mrs. Fertitta liked his idea, and the trains arrived in Many about
two years ago. They have been in storage and the public had the chance to see them
for the first time on Nov.29. 
 David Carnline, a model train enthusiast, agreed to help unpack and sort out
the trains. He said it is one of the most extensive and finest train collections he has
ever seen. Carnline made special trips down to his hometown from his new home in
Shreveport to get the trains ready and running in time for Santa's arrival on Nov. 29.
He has spent countless hours sorting out the trains, matching them up, laying tracks,
and getting the trains up and running. 
 Carnline said he really enjoys coming back home and this project gives him a
good reason to return to the Many, visit with friends, and work on trains too. 
Betty Miller, the daughter of the late Osborn and Thelma Miller, is retired from her
long time position with Exxon Production Research in Houston, and spends much time
at her family home in Many. She worked with Carnline on the trains and is the chief
operating engineer on the days the trains are on display. 
 The first showing of the trains was on Nov. 29 when Santa Claus arrived by
train. The depot will also be open at other times during the month long "Magical
Christmas" Festival. 
 Many citizens, Sabine Parish citizens, and people from all around will want to
visit the Many Historical Depot Museum during the holidays to see the trains and the
spectacular decorations at the depot. 
 The Sabine Historical Society, the Many Cultural District Advisory Committee,
and Many Mayor Ken Freeman are sponsors of the depot events. 

WWRRAACC (Continued from Page 1) 
“Naming the WRAC in his honor is the most symbolic representation of his care for
the whole person,” said Dowden, director of the Office of Distance Learning at the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. “Dr. Webb was such an inviting person, and
naming the WRAC after him represents what student leaders envisioned it would be
one day – a welcoming place for students to focus on their personal health and find
work-life balance.” 
 Under Webb’s leadership, Northwestern State received unprecedented national
and international attention for its academic programs and student accomplishments.
University facilities in addition to the WRAC were renovated to better serve students
and two record-setting capital campaigns took place. 
 Enrollment reached record levels during Webb’s tenure as president and
exceeded 10,500 for the first time in school history in the fall of 2004. Webb led
NSU toward higher admission standards, which has resulted in students at the
university having greater academic potential and aptitude. During Webb’s tenure,
Northwestern State had the largest graduating classes in the university’s history. 
 Webb expanded the university’s outreach by spearheading the development at
NSU of the largest electronic education
network of any university in Louisiana. 
 Millions of dollars were obtained
during Webb’s presidency for new and
renovated facilities. Other new
facilities include the Jimmy D. Long Sr.
Student Services Center and University
Place I and II. Morrison Hall, the Family
and Consumer Sciences Building,
Williamson Hall, Russell Hall and
Caspari Hall were completely
renovated and restored.  
 A 1965 graduate of Northwestern in mathematics and business education,
Webb earned a master of science degree in mathematics from NSU in 1966. He
received a doctorate in education from the University of Southern Mississippi in
1971 with a concentration in mathematics and research. 
 Webb was a member of the faculty of Longwood College in Farmville, Virginia,
from 1966 until 1974. He served as Director of Higher Education and Teacher
Certification in the Louisiana Department of Education from 1974 through 1976. He
moved to Southeastern Louisiana University in 1976 and held positions as director of
institutional research, EEO officer, registrar and member of the mathematics faculty
in his 13 years in Hammond. 
 He became Dean of Instruction and Graduate Studies and professor of
mathematics at Northwestern in 1989. In that position, he was responsible for
campus-wide policy development, planning, advancement and review of both
graduate and undergraduate programs. Among his other duties were chairing the
steering committee for NSU’s Self Study for the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools. 

OOppeenn LLeetttteerr ffrroomm  
NNaattcchhiittoocchheess  
CCoouunncciillmmaann,,  
RRuusssseellll RRaacchhaall  

DDrraawwiinngg ffoorr PPaaiinnttiinngg aanndd AArrtt
CCllaasssseess sseett ffoorr  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1144  
 
 WIN/WIN: Would you think twice about buying a drink and a bite for $5? That
same $5 = 1 meal for 5 horses! PLUS YOU have a chance to win YOUR choice of art.
Buy one or more tickets TODAY! 
PLEASE HELP: 
 Local artist Terry Eddington at Art and Soul Painting Ministry, is having a raffle!
$5 per ticket for a window painting of YOUR choice PLUS an art class for you and 4 of
your friends! Value: $200+. If you are a long distance winner, Terry is willing to paint
your choice on canvas, (better for shipping)! 
 ALL PROCEEDS will help feed and care for the horses at Stable Hands Outreach!
What a talented and generous friend we have!! AND what wonderful friends like
YOU to help the horses thiswinter! 
 You can purchase your $5 tickets through PayPal: ponie712@yahoo.com 
Terry Eddington, or Joan Tucker Facebook Page. Drawing will

be Dec. 14th! 

 I just want to start out by saying that I have truly enjoyed,
and consider it an honor and blessing to be able to come to
you each month to visit with you and let you know what is going on in your Parish
Government. 
 We have just concluded our November 2017 regular meeting of the Natchitoches
Parish Council. 
 It was business as usual, with agenda items that were controversial. It was during
this meeting that we were supposed to vote on the proposed budget. During the
discussion, Councilman DeGraffenried introduced some amendments. The first
amendment stated that any line item in the proposed budget could not be increased
or decreased by more than 10% unless it came before the Council for approval. This
motion passed with Council Members DeGraffenried, Rachal, Bedgood, and Hoover
voting for and Paige voting in opposition. The other amendment was to prohibit any
employee from receiving a raise in the 2018 fiscal year that had been given a raise in
excess of 4% this year, as all employees with the Parish Government had not received
a raise in several years. I asked the Parish President, Mr. Nowlin that if this
amendment failed, would he be evaluating every employee and giving them a raise
upon a satisfactory rating, or if he would have the discretion to pass someone up and
give a raise to select individuals. Mr. Nowlin advised me that he would have the
discretion to give a raise to the people that he felt were deserving of the raise, as in
his position of the Parish President, he has the obligation to seek the approval of any
raise that involves a department head, but is under no obligation to get the Council's
approval to give a raise to any other employee. I asked Mr. Nowlin if this meant that
every Parish employee would be receiving a 4% COLA (cost of living adjustment)
while some employees would be getting a 4% COLA (cost of living adjustment) and
separate raise upon a satisfactory rating. Mr. Nowlin advised me that this would be
the case. Upon verifying from the Parish Treasurer that no money had been
appropriated in the 2018 proposed budget to cover these raises, I seconded
Councilman DeGraffienried's motion. When this motion was presented to the Council
for a vote, Council Members DeGraffienried and Rachal voted for the amendment to
not allow these unfunded raises and Council Members Bedgood, Paige and Hoover
voted against this amendment, resulting in the fact that the Natchitoches Parish
Government is at the liberty to give raises to employees in the 2018 fiscal year with
no money appropiated in the budget. 
 In further business, there were two positions on the District 4 Fire Board that
were up for appointment/reappointment. State law mandates that in the event that
a municipality falls within a fire district, the Parish Council appoints four (4) members
and the municipality appoints two (2) members. It further mandates that these six (6)
board members appoint a seventh member to serve as chair. District 4 has a fire
station in the following communities, Provencal, Flora, Kisatchie, Bellwood, Vowells
Mill and Central Loop between Provencal and Robeline. As a result of past decisions
in the selection of the board members, only the communities of Kisatchie, Provencal
and Flora have a member from these respective communities. Bellwood and Vowells
Mill are not represented by anyone from these communities. There were several
people that applied for these board positions. Mr. Nowlin made the decision to leave
the board as it was. The result of this decision, supported by Council Members
Bedgood, Paige and Hoover leaves District 4 with all of the members and Chair in the
Provencal area with the exception of Kisatchie and Flora. The residents of Bellwood,
Vowells Mill and the outlying areas of District 4 have no representation from their
respective communities. 
 I wish every person a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Please keep
Christ in Christmas if you have already placed Him there and if you haven't, please
consider putting Him in your life, as He is our only hope of an eternity with HIM!!! 
 
 God Bless you all, 
 Russell Rachal 
 Natchitoches Parish Council 
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RReemmeemmbbeerriinngg tthhee
LLaasstt CChhrriissttmmaass oonn
tthhee OOlldd HHoommeeppllaaccee
by Rickey Robertson

As Christmas time approaches we all can think back to days gone by and of
Christmas’s of past years. In today’s world the Christmas Season is a time of hustle
and bustle and is so fast paced we often forget the true meaning of Christmas. Peo-
ple are reaching and grabbing and holding on to things they think is precious to them
at Christmas. But Christmas that we remember from years ago was a season filled
with the thanks for God’s Blessings and for family. Can you remember a Christmas of
days long gone? Does one stick out in particular? Let’s look at the last Christmas that
the homesteaders and sharecroppers of Peason Ridge celebrated on their old home
places in 1941.

Beginning in 1940 the
US Army held large scale field
maneuvers in Louisiana. Due to
the success of these maneuvers,
the largest field maneuvers ever
conducted by the US Army were
then scheduled and took place in
the Sabine Maneuver Area of
Louisiana in 1941. During these
maneuvers the army found a
scarcely populated area known
as Peason Ridge that would be
excellent for all types of mili-
tary training. With the building
of Camp Polk, the army decided
that further lands would be

needed for training purposes. Peason Ridge was the perfect place for an artillery
range. After the Louisiana Maneuvers of 1941 the army began the process to obtain
over 33,000 acres of land to form Peason Ridge Artillery Range.

But on Peason Ridge there were 29 home stead families and 35 sharecropper
families. These hardy families had actually settled these lands beginning in 1818 and
over all these many years filled with many trials, tribulations, and heart ache, they
had survived. They were self- supporting families who farmed and raised large herds
of cattle and livestock. During the Depression and hard
times these families often joked that they didn’t have
any money but they were eating better than the folks
living in town. They had corn cribs full of corn for the
stock, a smokehouse full of hams, sausage, and mid-
dlin’s of bacon, and the pantry was full of fresh canned
fruits and fresh jams and jellies. About the only items
these families needed from town were flour, sugar, and
coffee. Anything else was a luxury. And at Christmas
time there were always special gatherings and parties
at the home places. And as you visited these folks they
shared their blessings with you. If you stopped at Mr.
Coleman Owers home before you would leave there
was a dish pan of parched peanuts that you just had to
sample, if you stopped at the Foster Dowden place be-
fore you left you had to get a pocketful of pecans to put
in your overall pockets to snack on, if you stopped at
the Bill Haynes place there was always a fresh pie to
have a slice of, at the Andrew Bridges place if you came
by, you could stop and get a good mess of turnip greens
and collards in the patch right by the road, and at the
Robertson place Aunt Ted always had a big pan of biscuits with fresh jelly. The Lord
had provided and these folks appreciated and counted their blessings.
But the Christmas of 1941 would be their last Christmas on their homes. After the

1941 maneuvers the
army had developed a
plan where they
would invoke immi-
nent domain on these
landowners. In other
words, the govern-
ment was taking their
lands. But one more
Christmas was to be
celebrated. At the Bill
Haynes home place
his family, along with
the Robertson, Bridg-
es, Hilton, Westbrook,

and Dowden families, and the last black family in Peason, Uncle John and Aunt Viney
Love, gathered for one last Christmas. It was a very festive atmosphere, with fresh
pies and cakes brought by the ladies, and real home-made egg nog. There were 2 big
dish pans filled with this egg nog. One was for the ladies and children, and one was
for the men and grown boys. The pan for the men and grown boys had a little extra
added to it! All the folks gathered and gave thanks for the Lords Blessings then they
had a good meal filled with wonderful desserts and fresh meat. And then the guitars,
fiddles, and banjoes were brought out and a lively evening of singing broke out.
Good old time foot stomping and hand clapping music filled with Christmas songs.
And some of the boys had heard many songs by Gene Autrey on the radio and they
broke out with Silver Bells. And they had such a good time! Why don’t we have good
times such as this in today’s world? Children back then didn’t get cars and expensive
gifts. Some fruit such as oranges, apples, and some hard candy were about all the

children got. The girls had corn shuck dolls to play with, and the boys had marbles
and other things to play with during the year. All these toys were hand- made and

not store bought. But they had
something this world needs
right now. And that was Happi-
ness!

But this was to be the
last Christmas together for
these families. By June of 1942
these families had been served
by US Marshall’s their eviction
paperwork for their own farms.
From a time of happiness at
Christmas to a time of sorrow
as they had to leave a way of
life and the land they loved.
With Louisiana still not out of
the Depression, there was no
money for these families to

purchase new farms with. And to add insult to injury, the US government did not
pay these families anything for 1 full year. If not for their friends, neighbors, and
other family members sharing the corn out of their cribs, the meat in their smoke-
houses, and the canned goods from their pantries, they would have starved to
death. But they survived.

But these families had one last
Christmas together that is remem-
bered to this very day. And yes,
these people were my family and
neighbors and we have never for-
gotten this Christmas. We still tell
the old stories of our ancestors
and keep them alive. Each time I
go by one of these old home plac-
es on Peason Ridge, I remember
these families and their accom-
plishments. Now as you think
about Christmas and the many
gifts you will receive, let’s look at
the gift that these families gave to
our nation. These families gave up
a heritage and way of life and all
their lands so that we would have FREEDOM. Yes 76 years later the US Army is still
training our sons and daughters to fight and win against our enemies so that we can
be free. Yes, freedom doesn’t come free. But these families and their sacrifice en-
sure our freedom. As I write of these families I try to honor them and their sacrifice
through the stories and the heritage that they left us. They lived through these hard
times of the Depression and of losing their homes and farms yet they made it and

survived. And as an an-
cestor to many of these
folks I am proud of
them ! And these fami-
lies of Peason Ridge
were God Fearing and
Bible Believing people
who gave thanks for the
baby that was born in
Bethlehem so many
years ago. And they
worshiped that baby
who grew up into a man
and who through his
sacrifice on the cross,

gives us freedom from sin. No matter where you were raised, let’s remember the
old home place and for the Christmas’ we had there, and for what Christmas is truly
about. Merry Christmas from way down South in Dixie!

Bud, Barnie, Bobbie, and Ora Robertson at the old
home place at Peason in 1940. They were going to
check the livestock on the range. (Robertson Collection)

Roderick “Roe” and Catherine
Martin McInnis were early
settlers of Peason Ridge and
Cold Springs Area. (Robertson
Collection)

Machine gun position near the Asa Dowden home place on
Peason Ridge in 1940. (Robertson Collection)

The Grant Family had to leave their old home place on
Peason Ridge. John A. Grant ran a trading post/post
office known as Nona, La. at this location. (Robertson
Collection)

The US Army first began use of Peason Ridge and
Camp Polk in 1940. A group of Army officers are
interviewing a heritage family. Note the picket fence
and dog trot home. (Robertson Collection)

Many of the homesteaders on Peason Ridge and Camp Polk
lived in “dog trot” or “double pen” houses such as this home.
It was hard to leave their homes for the last time. (Robertson
Collection)

MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass

ffrroomm aallll ooff uuss

aatt

AArroouunndd tthhee TToowwnn
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UUnneexxppeecctteedd GGiiffttss  
by Pastor Jim Manning 
 
 Welcome to the Christmas season! Christmas is a time of
joy, peace, hope, and love. It is also full of surprises! Our
culture thrives on the gift-giving traditions of Christmas, and
we love to see the look on a loved one’s face when they open
a gift they weren’t expecting. Those surprises, or unexpected
gifts, are often the best ones, for the giver and the receiver. 
 Coincidentally, the whole reason we celebrate Christmas
is the result of an unexpected gift. If we look back at the
events leading up to that first Christmas, we see a people
chosen by God to be His very own. For generations He had
led them, supplied their needs, poured out His blessings,
forgiven them, and restored them. Many times in the midst of their captivity by
various kingdoms, the Israelite people cried out to God for a savior (Isaiah 19:20), and
it was prophesied that a savior would come (Micah 5:2, Isaiah 7:14). (In fact, there
are believed to be over 100 Old Testament prophecies about the birth of Jesus.)
However, the Israelites believed the savior would be a king, someone to rescue them
from their oppression. As we now know, God had other plans. 
 Read Luke 1:26-35 and Luke 2:4-7. We are able to flip in our Bibles from Old
Testament prophesy readings to the Christmas story to the cross and easily see how
the birth of Jesus was God’s answer to His people’s need, but they couldn’t see the
big picture; they were living it! It had been 400 years (in the span between the Old
and New Testaments) since Israel had truly honored God, so it is quite possible that
their knowledge of the prophesies of old had waned through the generations.
Nonetheless, God chose to fulfill His Word in this way: a baby was the answer. A
helpless, defenseless, and—by the world’s standards—illegitimate child was going to
save a nation from their sin and self-destruction. How could that be? Even faithful
Mary had to have wondered at the words spoken by the angel to her fiancé, 
 “… thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their
sins” (Matthew 1:21). Not only that, but he was born in the most humble of
circumstances. No grandeur, no great celebration; just a stable and a few shepherds.
But so it was. That tiny, unexpected gift to Mary and Joseph was the unexpected gift
for the whole nation of Israel and the whole world. 
This is God’s pattern: to give us unexpected gifts in place of the ideas or plans we
have (Proverbs 16:9). 
 We so often ask God for things we want or need with a mental picture of how He
will provide already established in our heads. It is probably safe to say that most of
the time, God doesn’t answer in those ways, simply because He is sovereign and He
knows the best answer (Isaiah 55:9). The most sobering fact surrounding the gift of
Jesus’s birth is the vast number of God’s people that missed their answer. They were
so consumed with their idea of how God would provide that they couldn’t even see
Jesus as their Messiah as He walked among them (John 1:10-11). Millions of people
today still await the coming of their Messiah, not realizing that their answer came
2,000 years ago in the form of a baby boy. 

Pastor Jim Manning 
The Life Church,  

Many, LA 

TThhee AAmmaazziinngg
RReeiiggnn ooff
LLoouuiissiiaannaa’’ss ((aanndd
AAmmeerriiccaa’’ss)) ffiirrsstt
BBllaacckk GGoovveerrnnoorr  
 by Edwin Crayton 
 
 If you were to ask many people when they
think Louisiana will have a black governor they’d say never. But the truth is, it’s
already happened. Louisiana had a black governor in the 19th Century right after the
Civil War. Yes, you read that right: a black governor. His name was Pinckney Benton
Stewart Pinchback. As we do in the south, that long name got reduced to a more
convenient P.B. S. Pinchback. The story of how he became governor is as interesting
as the fact that a black man once was governor in the south at the dawn of Jim Crow
Segregation. 
 Pinchback was helped by his very light, practically white complexion. His dad was
a white plantation owner and his mom was a slave. This sort of relationship was
actually more common in the south than you might think. But what was different in
this case was that his father took care of him and made sure he had a good
education, treating him as a son, not a possession. In his rise as a young man and
politician, Pinchback passed for white and as a result he was able to cleverly avoid
many of the racial restrictions on African Americans. Still, his rise was unusual and
showed how capable he was. The end of the Civil War helped too, in that during the
Reconstruction Period, blacks were given temporary freedoms and rights that allowed
them to hold offices in the south. 
 PBS Pinchback was elected Lieutenant Governor of Louisiana in 1872 after the
Governor, Henry Warmoth was impeached. For six weeks, Pinchback became the
governor and made history by doing so. Pinchback was a skilled politician. He
accomplished quite a lot in his life in addition to becoming governor. Mr. Pinchback
helped found Southern University, one of America’s most respected and famous
HBCU’s (Historically Black College or University). The years 1872 and 1873 were good
ones for him for other reasons. Pinchback was elected to The U.S. House of
Representatives in 1872 and the U.S. Senate in 1873. But neither chamber would seat
him, alleging that laws were broken during the elections. Some believe racism was
the real reason. In that period, racism against blacks was strong across the nation. 
 Unfortunately, successes like Pinchback did not signal the dawn of new freedoms
of blacks. In fact the truth is, they actually led to a backlash against African
Americans. For starters, it didn’t help matters that the Northern invaders were harsh
on the South and carpetbaggers (basically thieves) from the north plundered
southern wealth unmercifully. Advances of blacks threatened many whites and the
KKK became a powerful force to stop black progress. Their ranks swelled. Indeed the
whole country seemed unwilling to help African Americans. In 1896, for instance, in
the case of Plessy vs Ferguson, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that “separate but
equal” facilities for blacks and whites were constitutional and Jim Crow Segregation
was born. By the way, that case ironically, also began in Louisiana. 
 As we know, it would take decades and a bloody Civil Rights Movement in the
1950s and 1960s before those segregation laws would end and blacks could again be
elected to political office anywhere. As to the question of when will Louisiana ever
have a black governor? Who knows? However, clearly the state has come a long way
as its last governor was Bobby Jindal, a very dark skinned, Indian, popular enough to
get re-elected largely on the strength of the white voter. Pinchback isn’t the only
person in his family to make an impact on black history. His grandson became one of
America’s finest black writers: Jean Toomer. Toomer was one of the famed poets and
writers of the Harlem Renaissance, considered one of the most influential movements
in the American arts. In 1990, Americans celebrated the election of Douglas Wilder as
governor of Virginia. Many wrongly believed he was the nation’s first black
governor. Wilder was the first black elected governor, but not the first to serve as
governor. That was Pinchback. Today historians and history books point out that
Pinchback was truly the first black governor. Wilder’s achievement was notable and
he was successful in office. But the door to the governor’s office was opened a full
century earlier by a determined, interesting African American man in Louisiana
named Pinckney Benton .Stewart Pinchback. 
Sources:World Book, Biograhpy.com, knowlouisiana.org, Public Broadcasting System 

NNSSUU OOnnlliinnee PPrrooggrraammss rraannkkss
tthhee bbeesstt iinn LLoouuiissiiaannaa    
David West 
 
 Northwestern State University’s online programs were ranked as the best in
Louisiana by a higher education website. 
 OnlineColleges.com ranked more than 2,500 accredited colleges and universities
on factors including affordability, student services and the availability of online
services. Northwestern State received an overall score of 97.16 and was noted for the
features of career counseling services, placement services and life experience credit.
The university also offers military training credit and advanced placement credit. 
 We are very pleased and honored to receive recognition for our online programs,
said Dr. Darlene Williams, vice president for technology, innovation and economic
development. We’ve been developing and offering online degrees for nearly two
decades, and our success can largely be attributed to NSU’s dedicated faculty and
staff. We continue to evolve in the digital space by developing online degrees and
services that meet the needs of our students. Our goal is to ensure that our students
are engaged through the use of innovative, media-rich content and immersed in
opportunities that prepare them to enter today’s workforce. 
 The survey used the most recent final data available from the National Center for
Education Statistics’ Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). 
 Northwestern State has Louisiana’s first and largest electronic campus
at nsula.edu/ensu. The university offers 39 online degree programs. Internet-only
students do not pay out of state fees. Northwestern State is currently developing
several competency-based programs specifically for online students, all of which can
be applied to a full baccalaureate degree. 
 NSU has been designated a 2017 Military Friendly School, a designation is
awarded to colleges, universities, community colleges and trade schools in the
country that are doing the most to embrace military students and dedicate resources
to ensure their success both in the classroom and after graduation. 

NNPPSSOO DDeeppuuttyy KKiisssseess GGooaatt
AAfftteerr RReecceeiivviinngg MMoosstt
FFuunnddrraaiissiinngg DDoonnaattiioonnss  
 
 Recently Natchitoches Magnet School hosted a fundraiser for the 4H program. 
 Three contestants were chosen by the 4-H coordinator to take part in the
fundraiser event. 
 Mrs. French, the school principal, Levi Endris, student council president and
Deputy David Dorsey, assigned to the NPSO Youth Services Division. 
 The contestant with the most donations had to kiss a goat in the presence of
school faculty and students. 
 Congratulations Deputy Dorsey on Kissing The Goat and receiving the most
donations!!!!!!!!! 
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BBeeyyoonndd tthhee GGaarrddeenn
by Jennifer Byles, Landscape Horticulturist

Owner-Creative Landscapes & Lighting, Many, LA

Hwy 117 •• Provencal, LA 71468
(318) 472-6999

Tuesday - Saturday 11 AM - 8 PM
Owner: Charlene Womack

“Home of the Old-Fashioned Hamburgers”
Ribeyes •• T-Bones •• Sirloins •• Seafood Platters

Daily Lunches •• 11 AM ‘till 2 PM
All you can eat Catfish with Salad Bar

Thursday, Friday & Saturday •• 5 PM ‘till Closing
Free Salad Bar w/entree - Dine In Only

Try our famous Taters: Bomb.com, Taco, Cajun & Chicken Fried

1949

”

BBlloooommiinngg AAmmaarryylllliiss WWrreeaatthhss
Looking for a unique blooming Christmas gift? Bulb wreaths
are appealing to the home and make beautiful indoor low-
maintenance gifts. Amaryllis bulbs are hardy and long
lasting. Each bulb usually produces two stems with up to
four flowers per stem. Needless to say, this makes a
showy festive display to any room. No soil or water is required for this arrangement,
as the bulbs have all they need buried in the grapevine w

SSuupppplliieess NNeeeeddeedd
1 Woven Grapevine Wreath
2-3 Amaryllis bulbs
Florists Wire (fishing line)
Moss
Embellishments (ribbon, berries, dried grass/flowers)

SStteeppss ttoo MMaakkee WWrreeaatt
• Choose a sturdy full woven grapevine wreath
• Wrap bulbs in wet sphagnum moss
• Stretch wreath apart and tuck bulbs in wreath
• Use florist wire to wrap and attach bulbs to wreath
• Add embellishments to arrangement
• Allow 4-6 weeks for Amaryllis bulbs to bloom

TThhee RReesstt ooff tthhee SSttoorryy
by Junior Johnson

Many of you may remember the great Paul Harvey. What
a wonderful journalist he was. Years ago he had a radio
program called “The Rest of the Story”

Now I certainly do not put myself in the company of this
great man at all; however, I would like to call this little
tale...”The Rest Of the Story”.

Back in 1964 the Junior Class at Many High School worked
very hard raising money for their Senior Dance the following
year. They had bake sales, car washes, raffles, and other
activities to raise money for their BIG NIGHT the following year.
They wanted a good band to provide entertainment at their Senior Dance. For a
couple of hundred dollars they signed a contract with a little band from Springhill, LA.
Their Dance was to be held at the National Guard Armory in Many.

The following year on the day of the big Many High
School Senior Class of 1965, the entire City was buzzing.

I was a Senior at Cloutierville High School and a friend
and classmate of mine was dating a Senior Lady from Many,
and they arranged for me to be a guest of a sweet friend of
theirs.

Everyone in Cloutierville that we talked with envied
our big night in a Many.

The Dance was AWESOME and everyone had the time
of their lives that would be a memory of a lifetime.

The little band that performed were called the “Uniques”. Only a few weeks
earlier they had performed in California on the nationally televised show called
“America Bandstand” for the release of the first of many hit records, this one entitled
“Not Too Long Ago”.

Joe Stampley and his band the “Uniques” were now getting paid a couple of
thousand dollars a show, and getting bookings all over the United States, yet they
honored that little contract from the 1964 Many High School Junior Class and
performed for the 1965 Senior Class Senior Dance.

And as the legendary Paul Harvey would say, “Now you know the rest of the
story”.

A couple of years ago I happened to meet Joe Stampley at an event he had
earlier performed. I introduced myself and told this story.

He laughed and said, “Junior, there NEVER was a doubt in our minds that we
were not going to honor that little contract. Those kids had faith in us and we knew
the honorable thing to do was play that night. We had as much fun as we did when
we performed on American Bandstand”.

Joe Stampley was, and still is an HONORABLE MAN.

wreath!

tthh



Page 7 Around The Town December 2017

CONTACT US
Around The Town

Tommy O’Con, P.O. Box 187
Robeline, LA 71469 318-471-6948

aroundthetownla@aol.com
www.AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA

OPEN
Mon.-Fri. •• 10am-5:30pm

Saturday •• 9am-2pm

Genesis 9: 13-14

333311 FFiisshheerr RRdd.. •• MMaannyy,, LLAA 7711444499

331188--225566--33005555
hhoommeessrr@@bbeellllssoouutthh..nneett

MMaannyy,, LLAA

RRaannddyy SSaannddeell -- OOwwnneerr
MMiikkee RRoossss -- SSaalleess

CCAALLLL NNOOWW ((331188)) 225566--33005555

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

Clayton, Deer Valley, TRU

Sabine.mfd.homes

SSeeee aanndd BBee SSeeeenn::
DDrriivviinngg iinn tthhee SSuunn
by Herbert de Launay

If I am driving or walking in traffic, it is important to
both see and be seen. Sometimes it is hard to do both at
the same time.

In the middle of a sunny day, it is easy to see every-
thing and also to be seen. That is, of course, unless I am
looking at my cellphone. Even when I am walking that is
not a good idea. Once I tripped on a ledge in the sidewalk
because I was looking at the phone instead of where I was walking.

However in the morning and evening there can be a glare from the sun that
makes it hard for drivers or walkers to see each other or to see the traffic lights. So I
need to be careful if I am driving or walking when the sun is low on the horizon in the
first hour or so of the morning or the last hour or so before sunset.

If I am driving east in the morning or west in the evening, the sun can be in my
eyes and make it difficult to see others in front of me. People coming from the other
direction can see me but I cannot see them as well. This can also be true of cars in
front of one another going the same way.

Because of this, it can be useful to have your lights on when the sun is low on the
horizon. That can make it easier for people to see you despite the glare from the sun.
It is also important to remind myself that just because I can see them clearly does not
mean that they can see me as easily. So I need to drive carefully during these hours
of the day. This also applies to coming up to traffic lights. The glare of the sun might
make it difficult for other drivers to see and obey the traffic lights. If in doubt, it
might help to drive a little slower and more carefully at such times. This can be espe-
cially important when children are getting picked up to go to school.

p

LLiittttllee AAnnggeellss
ooff GGoodd
CChhrriissttmmaass
ffoorr KKiiddss

We are happy that you are reading this!
This is the beginning of our Christmas 2017
season and we hope that this helps to
explain what we do.

We are a non-profit charity that began in the spring of 2010. Our charity helps
foster and needy children at Christmas and Easter and we take donations for children
from birth to age 17. By donating items to foster and needy children, we are able to
provide Christmas and Easter to the foster and needy children in Natchitoches, Red
River and Sabine Parishes.

We also give to Project Celebration with the Taylor House in Many. Items not
donated to Project Celebration are given to children who would not otherwise
receive anything for Christmas or Easter. The children we serve always remain
anonymous. To locate these children, or "Angels", our board members are constantly
searching by contacting churches, school principals and by conversation with
individuals throughout the parishes.

Our donation officers go into the three-parish community to gather items from
individuals, businesses, community groups and clubs. We also accept monetary
donations and will provide a receipt to donors for tax purposes indicating non-profit
status. Deadline for donations is December 15th. If you or someone you know are in
need of a Christmas box, please contact us with necessary information by December
10th. We encourage homemade items for donations including but not limited to
scarves, ornaments, small baby blankets etc. We request religious items to place
within the boxes such as crosses, prayer cards etc.

To donate to this worthy cause, please contact Stacey LaCour, Founder/President
at 318-472-6430; Nanya Powell, Secretary at 318-581-6402 or Donna Sue Stephens
at 318-214-1371. We are wanting anyone displaced by the recent hurricane to visit
our website for available help. www.facebook.com/groups/lordshands

Remember to shop locally and
support the merchants in your

community
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1

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com

318.256.6410

1670 Oak Hill Rd Many LA 71449
3 BD 2 BA DoubleWide
on 4 acres with a pond
Formore details, contact:

Ronald D. Brandon/Listing Agent •• 318-471-5075

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

VViinnttaaggee RReessaallee SShhoopp
“We Carry A Huge Selection of Unique Items”

We stock
Mobile Home supplies

including
Anchors, Straps, Bolts,

Skirting, etc.

OOppeenn TThhuurrss--SSaatt •• 99aamm--22ppmm

331188--558811--11772233

9031 Highway 6 in Robeline, LA

g f
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SSPPOOTTLLIIGGHHTT OONN
HHOOMMEELLEESSSSNNEESSSS

PPAARRTT 22
by Helen Obioha

Often, we look down on people that are homeless. In Natchitoches, we even deny their very existence. In Natchitoches, the homeless are often hidden, out of sight,
and out of mind. Some are hard to find, hard to reach, and hard to help. However, they are among us. They live in the woods, in tents, campers, on the couches of friends,
or in a place with no electricity or running water. They may be employed or underemployed. Oftentimes, they don’t come forward because they are ashamed.

There is much poverty in rural areas. Small towns share the same circumstances as big cities such as, poverty, mental illness, inadequate housing, and domestic
violence. Also, with limited transportation, access it harder for them to get to services they need. According to HUD, it cost $40,000 a year between shelters, emergency
rooms, and jails for a homeless person to be on the streets. This does not include the high number of homeless that are treated for mental illness. There are many
different variables that affect the cost of homelessness such as, city, age, addiction history, and childhood background.

The July 2016 U.S. Census Quick Facts, calculated Natchitoches Parish population at 39,162 people. The median income is $31,345, with total employment 5.4%, and
people living in poverty at 29.6%. This is higher than the state average of 20.2%, and the U.S. average of 12.7%. The National Center for Family Homelessness, in Newton,
Massachusetts, states that Louisiana has the highest rate of child homelessness. Out of the 50 states, the children in Louisiana are among the most at risk for going
homeless. The largest risk for becoming homeless is poverty in Louisiana. Louisiana is one of the bottom 10 states where the child poverty rate is 26%.

The effects of the downturn of the economy, job layoffs, raising food and fuel cost, and inadequate low-cost housing, will significantly impact the rise of the number of
homeless in our state. For many, a minor event can trigger a catastrophic situation. Consequently, this can push a family or individual out into the streets. The ripple
effects of homelessness are profound. It touches every aspect of a family, or individual’s life, with higher medical problems and emotional problems.

When most of us envision inner city poverty, we think of soup kitchens and shelters. The Brookings Institute, and other institutions, documented that the pattern of
poverty has migrated out from larger cities. There is a need for food pantries, soup kitchens, as well as transitional housing shelters in Natchitoches Parish. Chronic hunger,
and a shortage of food at the end of the month, are predictable events for many people living in Natchitoches Parish. Due to the lack of financial resources, they are
unable to consistently get enough food to fully meet their basic needs, and they worry about their next meal.

“When we focus on meeting the needs of others, we lose sight of their other short comings. This transformed attitude makes our hospitality an act of worship to God
“1 Peter 4: 8, 9.
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AA ddiivviissiioonn ooff BBAARR RR EENNTTEERRPPRRIISSEESS,, LLLLCC..
BUSINESS CARDS

MARKETING MATERIAL
RAFFLE/EVENT TICKETS

STATIONERY
CARDS & INVITATIONS

POSTCARDS
STICKERS

POLITICAL ITEMS
FAX & COPY
& Much More!

(office) 318-645-7673 •• (cell) 318-461-7882
24142 Hwy 191 •• Zwolle, LA 71486

On Hwy 191 between Zwolle & T-Town
At the Derksen Building Lot

We Can Design
Your Project For You

or Use Your
Photo Ready Design!

,

TThhee LLiiffee CChhuurrcchh PPrreesseennttss
MMuussiiccaall IInn CCeelleebbrraattiioonn ooff
CChhrriissttmmaass
The spirit of Christmas is alive and well at The Life Church in Many, Louisiana! The
worship team and children's choir of The Life Church will have the rafters ringing with
the sounds of Christmas on Friday, December 22.

"In Celebration of Christmas: Seasonal Songs from The Life Church" will feature
holiday songs by a wide range of artists, from the classic country style of Alabama to
the contemporary worship music of Elevation Church. An event for the whole family,
this concert is an opportunity for the community to celebrate the season and worship
the King of Kings together.

The holiday atmosphere will continue after the concert where guests are invited
to enjoy hot cocoa and cookies. The concert will begin promptly at 8 o'clock in the
evening in The Life Church sanctuary at 30373 Hwy. 171 South in Many. The entire
community is invited to come Celebrate the Season, Believe in the Magic, and Worship
the King.

HHoolliiddaayy CCrriimmee
PPrreevveennttiioonn TTiippss
by Ronny Richardson

The end-of-year holiday season – with all
its hustle and bustle – is fast approaching. With
all the distractions and activity, we sometimes
forget the basics about safety on the streets
and at home. Opportunity is the criminal’s key
to crime. By staying alert and following
a few crime prevention tips, you can ensure a
holiday season that is happy and safe. Crime
prevention involves being aware of our
surroundings and potential areas of danger,
thereby closing the criminal’s window of
opportunity. The Sheriff advises everyone,
“Focus on your personal safety and the safety of those with you. Every good police
officer is trained to read the environment. Likewise, you should ask yourself
questions when you are out and about.”
*Always park in well-lit areas and park close to the entrance of the store or mall.
*Don’t talk on a cell phone when walking to and from your vehicle.
*Keep your full attention on your surroundings.
*Don’t electronically unlock your vehicle until you are within door opening distance.
*This helps stop a thief from getting into the car and waiting to strike when you
least expect it.
*Do not open your car door to anyone in a parking lot or garage. If you believe you
are in danger, call 911 immediately.
*Carry a purse or shoulder bag close to your body, not dangling by straps. Put a
wallet in an inside pocket of your coat or front pants pocket.
*Do NOT leave valuables – gifts, cell phones, purse or clothing – in open view in your
car. Take valuables with you, lock them in your trunk, or cover them in an
unobtrusive way.
Sincerely, Ronny Richardson, Sheriff
Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Office
400 South Capitol Street
Many, Louisiana 71449
318-256-9241

55662211 HHwwyy 11
NNaattcchhiittoocchheess,, LLAA 7711445577

331188--550088--00111100 • 331188--222288--88881122
FFaaxx:: 331188--222288--88885577

wwwwww..ssppaarrttaann--llllcc..ccoomm

ASK
ABOUT OUR
CARPORTS

For Unto Us A Child is Born
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TToolleeddoo BBeenndd
FFiisshhiinngg
RReeppoorrtt
By pro guide Joe Joslin

Hello anglers and outdoor addicts.
The weather in November was great for
fishing and December in this part of the
country has always been a month where
we are able to catch lots of fish. Eagles
must love the cooler weather as they
have been extremely active in recent
days. When I talk about eagle s in my
columns there are always those that will
respond so I know that is a subject that
has great interest among our readers. There is no doubt that the eagle population is
increasing all over the lake considering my personal sightings plus feedback from
fellow anglers who also are spotting numerous eagles. I mostly fish the southern half
of the lake and I don’t remember a day on the water without spotting several eagles.

One day last month I remember counting 13 eagles. Four or five years ago I
would only spot 1 or 2 in a week. Some days eagles are very talkative making that
certain noise that only an eagle can make. It’s like they are saying “I’m in charge
here.” One thing that I am doing different concerning my little Yorkie Sam is I never
leave him alone outside since the eagle population has mushroomed. I have a friend
who lives on the Louisiana side who lost his little dog to an eagle. We can’t blame
the eagle as rabbits, squirrels, gulls and sometimes small dogs are all a part of the
eagles feeding chain.

LAKE CONDITIONS: The last reading of the lake level had the lake level at 167’
with minimal generation at the dam. Water temperatures in most of November
were higher than normal North Toledo stained, mid-lake clear in areas close to main
lake and slightly stained in back portions of feeder creeks. South Toledo is very clear
with some stained areas in back of Six Mile and Housen,

BASS REPORT: In November we fished shallow in the morning/late afternoon
and deeper in the brighter part of the day. We will do the same this month but
possibly a little less shallow patterns and more deep areas. If we get some clouds in
the morning with south winds we may stay shallow a little longer, depending on
whether or not we are catching fish. Our basic techniques with shallow patterns
include Texas rigs with Berkley Havoc Bottom Hoppers in green pumpkin, shady
watermelon candy and June bug.

We also use Berkley Squarebill crankbaits called the Squarebull, also Norman’s
Deep Little N crankbait(runs 10-12 ft.) and light weighted Carolina rigs. When fishing
a Texas rig shallow we use a 3/16 oz. black bullet shaped sinker with 3/0 offset
Fusion and Daiichi hooks. On the 10 inch Power Worm shallow (less than 12 feet) we
use a ¼ oz. weight and 4/0 hook.

When fishing the Texas rigged big worm deeper we use either a 3/8, ½ or 3/4 oz.
sinker. Other deep patterns include a jigging spoon, drop shot and Carolina rig. On
the drop shot we are using a Bottom Hopper in June Bug, redbug plus Bottom
Hopper Jrs., French Fry and RoBo worm.

CRAPPIE/YELLOW BASS: Crappie guide Jack Adams says the crappie continue to
bite really well and the quality of fish has been excellent. He uses live shiners fished
vertically over his established brush piles. They will leave the brush piles this month
depending on the weather and head to deep creeks and old river channel. On yellow
bass, in November I found them hard to locate but December is usually a great
month for yellows. I usually find them in creek channels and just off the river.

Joe Joslin is a syndicated writer and is published by numerous websites,
newspapers and magazines plus is a pro guide on Toledo Bend and Sam Rayburn and
a TPWD licensed guide since 1998. Contact at joejoslinoutdoors@yahoo.com,
337-463-3848/409-565-1288 and website www.joejoslinoutdoors.com

Toledo angler, Ted Pate, with a beautiful
Toledo trophy largemouth caught with
us using a Carolina rig.
Photo by: Joe Joslin Outdoors

We carry a variety of trucking
supplies, hardware, décor flags,
Corinthian Bell wind chimes,
Lone Star feed, various seeds, dog,
horse & cattle supplies, Bonnie
plants & Tops Plus dog food.

Bo & Lisa Ezernack, owners
946 W. Hammond St., Zwolle, LA 71486

318-645-6992
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StateRepresentative
District 24

Christmas brings family
and friends together;
it helps us appreciate
the love in our lives

we can often take for
granted. May the true

meaning of the holiday
season fill your heart
and home with many

blessings.

FFrr
HHoo

S
D

David Stamey
and the Staff of the

Natchitoches Parish
Clerk of Court office

wish you a

Merry Christmas
and a

Great Holiday Season.

Our goal is to provide you

with efficient and

courteous service.

We are located in

Room104 of the

Natchitoches Parish

Courthouse.

Our phone number is

318-352-8152.

‘‘TTiiss tthhee SSeeaassoonn
ooff IInnfflluueennzzaa
By Dr. Phyllis Mason

Tis’ the season of influenza or better known as
the flu. Natchitoches Regional Medical Center
(NRMC) Women’s Health Center would like to
share steps you can take to decrease your
chance of getting the flu. We would, also, like
to clarify some common misconceptions about
the flu vaccine.
The single best way to prevent getting the flu
is to get your yearly flu vaccine. However, there are additional steps you can take to
decrease your risk. These include:
• Avoiding close contact with people who are sick.
• Staying home when you are sick.
• Covering your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing, preferably with a

tissue or the arm.
• Washing your hands regularly with soap and water or using hand sanitizer if soap

and water are not readily available.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth, which is the common area that

infections are transmitted.
• Additional steps that help decrease your chance on getting the flu are practicing

good health habits such as cleaning and disinfecting areas that are frequently
touched, getting plenty of rest, eating healthy, and drinking plenty of water.

MMyytthh 11: I do not need the flu vaccine!
Everyone from 6 months and older is recommended to get the flu vaccine every year.

MMyytthh 22: I got the flu shot last year. Do I need to get it again?
Yes, you should get the flu vaccine once every year. This is due to the flu virus changing
from year to year which can leave you unprotected for the particular flu virus that is
going around at that time.

MMyytthh 33: The flu shot will give me to flu!
This is a common misconception people often have about the flu vaccine. The flu
vaccine cannot give you the flu. The vaccine does not carry any live virus of the flu;
therefore, you cannot get the flu from it. There are two types of flu vaccines. One
version is made up of ‘inactivated’ or dead flu virus. The second version of the flu
vaccine does not contain any of the flu.

MMyytthh 44: If the flu vaccine is not the cause of me getting the flu; then why did I get flu
symptoms after having the vaccine?
There are several reasons someone may come down with flu symptoms after having
had the vaccine. One reason, is that the person was exposed to the flu before
vaccination, which did not give the body time to develop immunity in time. Another
reason is that the person may not actually have the flu but may have another upper
respiratory infection such as a cold, bronchitis, or RSV, which can give similar
symptoms of the flu. Someone may still get the flu after vaccination due to exposure to
a different strain of the flu than what was vaccinated against. Lastly, some people may
not form a full immune response after having had the flu vaccine, which puts them at
increased risk of getting the flu.

NRMC Women’s Health Center and its staff would like to answer any questions you
may have about the flu or the flu vaccine. Please come by our office at 655 Bienville Cr.
Natchitoches, LA 71457 during our office hours of Monday through Thursday 8:00 –
5:00 and Friday 8:00 – 12:00; or call our office at (318) 238-3652.
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TToommmmyy OO’’CCoonn
Publisher

FFRROOMM YYOOUURR

RRoobbeerrttaa HHoouugghh
Graphic/Layout Artist

At the holiday season, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who have made our progress possible. It is in
this spirit that we say…”Thank You and Best Wishes for the holidays and Happy New Year.”

DDeebbrraa FFaarrrriiss
Advertising Consultant

JJuunniioorr JJoohhnnssoonn
Contributor

JJooee JJoosslliinn
Contributor

DDrr.. PPhhyylllliiss MMaassoonn
Contributor

MMaarryy KKeeyy BBrrooccaattoo
Contributor

JJeennnniiffeerr BByylleess
Contributor

HHeerrbbeerrtt ddee LLaauunnaayy
Contributor

EEddwwiinn CCrraayyttoonn
Contributor

RRiicckkyy RRoobbeerrttssoonn
Contributor

PPaassttoorr JJiimm MMaannnniinngg
Contributor

BBoobbbbyy SSllaayyddoonn
Contributor

RRuusssseellll RRaacchhaall
Contributor

DDeeaann LLaammbbeerrtt
Contributor
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TTrraaiillss && BByywwaayyss ooff
tthhee CCaannee RRiivveerr
By Tommy O’Con

Once a primary channel of the Red River, the Cane River is
now an oxbow lake bordered by corn and soybean farms, thick
stands of sugar cane and pecan orchards. The Cane River
National Heritage Trail begins in charming Natchitoches, which
many recall as the setting for the film “Steel Magnolias.”
Tracking the river, the trail winds through rich farmland and
pretty towns, ending at Cloutierville, once the home of writer
Kate Chopin. Along the way, views include plantation homes,
distinctive Creole architecture and historic landmarks, along
with graceful Southern magnolias, crepe myrtles, chinaberry trees and live oaks that
flourish on the river’s red-soil banks. Here’s a sample of what you’ll find:

NNaattcchhiittoocchheess ttoo NNaattcchheezz
The oldest permanent settlement in the Louisiana Purchase area, Natchitoches

(pronounced NACK-a-tish) is a good place to spend a relaxing day. Stroll through the
33-block historic district with its antique shops, art galleries, cafés and beautifully
restored homes. Standouts include the Prudhomme-Rouquier House, the only two-
story building made entirely of bousillage, a building material comprised of mud,
animal hair and Spanish moss. The town’s signature dish is the meat pie, a turnover
stuffed with spicy ground meat, served in cafés such as Lasyone’s Meat Pie Kitchen
and Restaurant. If you’d like to linger longer, check into one of the town’s charming
bed-and-breakfast inns. Then visit Fort St. Jean Baptiste, an early 18th-century
garrison built by the French to prevent Spanish forces in the province of Texas from
crossing into French Louisiane.

Moving south, you’ll come to Natchez, La., home to the Cane River Creole
National Historical Park. The park encompasses Oakland Plantation and portions of
Magnolia Plantation, and displays buildings, equipment and personal items that
reveal much about the lives of early planters and the slaves who worked the land.
The park displays more than the traditional “big houses” associated with plantations;
slave cabins, corn cribs and overseers’ documents paint a fuller picture of the
plantation economy. You can also visit St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, the first
Catholic church in the United States built and supported by people of color.

MMeellrroossee ttoo CClloouuttiieerrvviillllee
Sixteen miles south of Natchitoches is Melrose, home of Melrose Plantation. The

plantation was built by the family of Marie Therese Coincoin, who was born to slaves
and eventually attained her freedom. The plantation became an agricultural
powerhouse as it passed through several owners. Clementine Hunter, a cook who
worked for Melrose’s owners in the 1940s, became known for her primitive paintings
reflecting life in rural Louisiana. At the time of her death in 1988, Hunter’s paintings
hung in museums around the country.

The Cane River Heritage Trail ends in the small town of Cloutierville, founded in
1822 to supply products and services to nearby plantations, farms and lumber
companies. Lining the town’s main street are historic structures including the
Carnahan Store, a circa 1900 bank, St. John’s Catholic Church and numerous tenant
houses from the period 1880 to 1930.
FIND MORE INFORMATION:

CANE RIVER NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA INC.
NATCHITOCHES AREA CVB

From

Sheriff Victor Jones

and Staff

Natchitoches Parish

Sheriff Office

FFOORR SSAALLEE
22001166 JJEEEEPP CCOOMMPPAASSSS

331188--664455--77667733
$$1144,,999999
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MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass
aanndd

HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr
ffrroomm

VVIILLLLAAGGEE OOFF RROOBBEELLIINNEE

MMaayy tthhee ppeeaaccee aanndd bblleessssiinnggss
ooff CChhrriissttmmaass bbee yyoouurrss;;

AAnndd mmaayy tthhee ccoommiinngg yyeeaarr
bbee ffiilllleedd wwiitthh hhaappppiinneessss..

MMAAYYOORR
BBoobbbbyy BBeehhaann

CCLLEERRKK
BBeettssyy EEddwwaarrddss

CCOOUUNNCCIILLMMEENN
GGiillddaa JJeennkkiinnss •• RRaannddyy BBoocckkssttaannzz

BBeerrggeenn OOggee

CCHHIIEEFF OOFF PPOOLLIICCEE
GGoorrddoonn OO’’CCoonn

PPAATTRROOLL OOFFFFIICCEERRSS
SShheellbbyy BBoorrddeerrss •• TToommmmyy FFaatthheerreeee

CCuurrttiiss LLaaCCoouurr •• HHeeaatthh LLiittttoonn
WWaayynnee OO’’CCoonn •• BBrraadd RRaayynneess

g

WWIISSHHIINNGG YYOOUU AA WWOONNDDEERRFFUULL
HHOOLLIIDDAAYY SSEEAASSOONN

AANNDD AA PPEEAACCEEFFUULL AANNDD
PPRROOSSPPEERROOUUSS NNEEWW YYEEAARR

CCIINNDDYY MMAANNAASSCCOO
aanndd SSttaaffff

SSaabbiinnee PPaarriisshh TTaaxx AAsssseessssoorr
MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass aanndd HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr

We cherish the blessing
of your friendship

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
Personal Injury •• Criminal Defense

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA
(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667
(318) 332-8780 (cell)

William Daniel Dyess
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Lee’s
Serving Natchitoches for 61 years

Since 1956

FFUURRNNIITTUURREE DDEEPPOOTT
CCLLOOSSEEOOUUTT SSAALLEE AATT

11550000 TTeexxaass SSttrreeeett,, NNaattcchhiittoocchheess
331188--335522--66666611

HHAAVVEE YYOOUU HHEEAARRDD TTHHEE NNEEWWSS!!
IInn JJuullyy 22001177,, tthhee LLeeee FFaammiillyy ssoolldd tthheeiirr bbuuiillddiinngg aatt
11550000 TTeexxaass SSttrreeeett aanndd hhaavvee bbeegguunn tthhee ttrraannssiittiioonn ooff

mmoovviinngg aallll ssttoorree ooppeerraattiioonnss ttoo tthheeiirr
11221166 TTeexxaass SSttrreeeett LLooccaattiioonn..

TThhiiss iiss tthhee ffiinnaall mmoonntthh ooff ooppeerraattiioonnss aatt 11550000 TTeexxaass SStt..
TTaakkee aaddvvaannttaaggee ooff uupp ttoo 6600%% ooffff mmaannyy iitteemmss..
LLooookk ffoorr tthhee BBLLUUEE FFiinnaall MMaarrkkddoowwnn TTaaggss

aanndd ssaavvee mmaajjoorr bbuucckkss..

GGrreeaatt sseelleeccttiioonn ooff AAsshhlleeyy FFuurrnniittuurree aanndd
SSeerrttaa BBeeddddiinngg ttoo cchhoooossee ffrroomm..

TThhee LLeeee’’ss wwiillll ccoonnttiinnuuee ttoo ooffffeerr tthhee ssaammee ggrreeaatt sseerrvviiccee
ttoo tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff tthhee NNaattcchhiittoocchheess ttrraaddee aarreeaa

tthhaatt tthheeyy hhaavvee bbeeeenn ggiivviinngg ffoorr tthhee llaasstt 6611 yyeeaarrss..

TThhee LLeeee’’ss aapppprreecciiaattee yyoouurr bbuussiinneessss
aanndd wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo wwiisshh yyoouu aanndd yyoouurr ffaammiillyy
AA MMeerrrryy CChhrriissttmmaass aanndd HHaappppyy NNeeww YYeeaarr

JJooyy IImmppaacctt CCoouunnsseelliinngg SSeerrvviicceess,, LLLLCC
861 3rd St.

Jonesboro, LA 71457
318-652-8140 (Office)
318-521-8035 (Fax)

Jimpact.jic@outlook.com (Email)

NNOOWW HHIIRRIINNGG!!!!!!!!
LLIICCEENNSSEEDD CCLLIINNIICCAALL SSOOCCIIAALLWWOORRKKEERR--LLCCSSWW
LLIICCEENNSSEEDD PPRROOFFEESSSSIIOONNAALL CCOOUUNNSSEELLOORR--LLPPCC
MMEENNTTAALL HHEEAALLTTHH PPRROOFFEESSSSIIOONNAALL--MMHHPP
HHEENNTTAALL HHEEAALLTTHH SSPPEECCIIAALLIISSTT--MMHHSS

YYOOUU MMAAYY SSUUBBMMIITT RREESSUUMMEESS
TTOO TTHHEE EEMMAAIILL AADDDDRREESSSS OORR
FFAAXX NNUUMMBBEERR BBEELLOOWW

rrsstteewwaarrtt..jjiicc@@oouuttllooookk..ccoomm
331188--552211--88003355
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TThhee SSttoorryy ooff BBaabbyy JJeessuuss ffoorr
tthhee KKiiddss

A long time ago, in the town of Nazareth, lived a young woman named
Mary. Mary did her chores, was kind to others, and loved God very much. She was
engaged to be married to Joseph, who was a carpenter.

One day, while Mary was at home cleaning her room, an angel suddenly
appeared. Before Mary could say anything the angel told Mary that she was
favored by God, and that God was with her.

Mary was surprised. She was trying not to be afraid, but she had never seen an
angel before. After all, Mary was just a regular lady like you or I. Why was this
angel visiting her? What did the angel want?

The angel quickly tried to reassure Mary. "Do not be afraid!" the angel
said. "God has found favor with you. You will have a baby boy, and are to give him
the name Jesus."

Mary was confused; she was not yet married to Joseph, so how could she have
a baby? The angel thought that this might concern Mary so he said, "The Holy Spirit
will perform a miracle, and because of this your baby will be called the Son of God."
To Mary's surprise, the angel had more exciting news: "Even your cousin Elizabeth is
going to have a son in her old age. Many thought that she couldn't have children,
but she is already pregnant. Nothing is impossible with God."

Mary couldn't believe what she was hearing; she didn't know what to say. She
realized that she was trembling, and knelt down. When she was finally able to
speak she said, "I am the Lord's servant, and I hope everything you have said will
come true."

Then the angel disappeared, and Mary was left alone.
Soon after, Joseph found out that Mary was going to have a baby. Joseph was

confused and upset by this, but an angel came to him in a dream and said, "Joseph
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. The child Mary is going to have is God's
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus."

When Joseph woke up he remembered what the angel had said. He knew that
everything was okay, and he wasn't upset anymore.

In those days, the government decided that they should count everyone that
lived in that area of the world. So Joseph had to take Mary to his town of
Bethlehem to register.

It took Mary and Joseph a long time to get to Bethlehem. They didn't have cars
back then, so it probably took them a lot longer to get there. This was very tiring
for Mary because she was soon going to have a baby.

When they reached the town, all the hotels were full and there was nowhere
that they could stay. Finally, someone felt bad for them and offered them a place
to stay.

The Bible doesn't say for sure where they stayed but most people think that
they stayed in a small barn where animals were kept. In any case, doesn't it seem
strange that Jesus, the King of the Jews wasn't born in a fancy palace or even a
hospital?

Mary and Joseph were thankful that they at least had a place to lie down. It
was warm, and there was plenty of straw to lay on.

That night an exciting, wonderful thing happened: Mary and Joseph had a
baby! But this wasn't just any baby, he was Baby Jesus! The creator of the whole
world, the King of Kings, and the one who would save the world.

The little baby boy fell asleep in Mary's arms. She wrapped him in cloths and
laid him in a manger on some clean straw.

Mary and Joseph soon fell asleep; they were so glad to have this special baby
join their family.

My daughter isn’t home for Christmas
She is Guarding your Freedom.
Please say a prayer for her
Tonight, that God will bring her home
Safe to me!!! MERRY CHRISTMAS.
Proud Navy Mother



AA && AA PPeesstt SSoolluuttiioonnss LLLLCC

PROMISES KEPT/SERVICES DELIVERED

“HOME OF NEXT DAY SERVICE”

RRooddnneeyy CC.. AAbbiinnggttoonn
RODNEY@AAPESTSOLUTIONS.COM

141 CASSIDY LANE
MANY, LA 71449

CALL RODNEY, DANIEL OR KYLE
318-273-BUGS (2847)
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Upcoming Classes
For 14 Hours of Instruction

12/9

For 38 Hours of Instruction
12/27 thru 12/30

i l

Many Collision Center
905 Hwy. 171 Bypass ••Many, LA 71449

Wade Springer
Owner/Manager

Office 318-256-6154
Cell 318-508-1581
Fax 318-256-0404

DDeelliivveerryy WWiitthhiinn 2244 HHoouurrss
OOff PPllaacciinngg OOrrddeerr

• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

21435 Hwy 191
Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com



Page 18 Around The Town December 2017

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA, US, 71457

318-214-0700

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility & Gym Room

FFiisshheerr QQuueeeennss
aanndd KKiinngg ggiivveess
bbaacckk ttoo CCAASSAA
ffoorr CChhrriissttmmaass

Miss Fisher Sawmill Days Erin Powell & The Fisher Queens & King would like to
announce their give back to CASA this Christmas!

They will be gathering hats, scarves, & gloves for the abused and or neglected
children that we service in Natchitoches, Red River, & Sabine parishes. They are
asking for new or gently used. Drop boxes will be set up in several locations,
Provencal Once Stop in Provencal, Bayou Crawfish in Many, and Our CASA office in
Natchitoches as well. More locations will be announced as they become available.
Deadline is December 18, 2017 as we would like to get them handed out before
Christmas.

Thank you all so much and lets help a child in need stay a bit warmer this year!

Would you join us in making this holiday season a little brighter for abused and neglected children In Natchitoches, Red River and Sabine Parishes? Your
contribution of $10.00 or more will help us provide Christmas gifts and other services for these children.

Each year CASA provides assistance to about 100 abused or neglected children in our community. When a child is removed from their parents, as a result of
abuse or neglect, and is placed into the foster care system, many difficult decisions must be made regarding the child’s future. With the assistance of Court
Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) volunteers, our judges are better equipped to make decisions leading the children growing up in safe, permanent homes. The
children we serve face enormous strife and recurrent changes. CASA volunteers are trained to make independent and objective recommendations regarding the
best interests of the child and are often the most consistent adult in their lives.

Your generosity and support will lead to bigger smiles on the faces of many children this Christmas and give
them hope for the morning when they no longer wake up in foster care. Please make your check payable to CASA
and send it to CASA, 1200 Keyser Ave., Suite B, Natchitoches, LA 71457

For each $10.00 you donate, your name will be entered into a drawing for Special Edition Black Beats Solo3
Wireless Headphones. The drawing for the Beats Solo3 Headphones will be Monday, December 18, 2017, just in time
for a Christmas present! (You do not have to be present to win)

(Donations to CASA may be deducted on your federal
and state income tax returns.)

Thank you for helping,

Executive Director

TheMayflowerwasanEnglishshipthatfamouslytransportedthefirstEnglish
Puritans,knowntodayasthePilgrims,fromPlymouth,EnglandtotheNewWorldin
1620.TheMayflowercarried102passengers,andwasunderthecommandof
CaptainChristopherJones.HeandhisshipwereveteransoftheEuropeancargo
business,butneitherhadevercrossedtheAtlantic.Aswepreparetocelebrate
ThanksgivingDayhereintheUnitedStates,weshouldalsogivethankstoCaptain
ChristopherJoneswhohelpedmakethebeginningoftheUnitedStatespossible.
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THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY •• CRIMINAL DEFENSE

207 CHURCH ST. #106
NATCHITOCHES, LA
(318) 352-5880

1035 SAN ANTONIO AVE

MANY, LA

(318) 256-5667

WILLIAM DANIEL DYESS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

6

December 2017

665500 SSaann AAnnttoonniioo AAvvee..,, MMaannyy,, LLAA • 331188--443311--11550033
FFUULLLL SSEERRVVIICCEE RREESSTTAAUURRAANNTT

SStteeaakkss,, SShhrriimmpp,, PPoo--BBooyyss,, PPaassttaa,, BBuurrggeerrss
SSoommeetthhiinngg ffoorr eevveerryyoonnee!!

AAllll--yyoouu--ccaann--eeaatt
BBooiilleedd SShhrriimmpp
EEvveerryy FFrriiddaayy

NNiigghhtt

TThhuurrssddaayy NNiigghhtt iiss
BBYYOOBB

((BBuuiilldd YYoouurr OOwwnn
BBUURRGGEERR!!))

LLiivvee
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt

EEvveerryy
SSaattuurrddaayy NNiigghhtt

OOPPEENN
77 DDAAYYSS AA WWEEEEKK

MMoonn--TThhuurrss • 1111aamm--99ppmm
FFrrii && SSaatt• 1111aamm--1100ppmm

SSuunn • 1111aamm--44ppmm

650 San Antonio Ave ••Many, LA

318-431-1503
Valid through December 31, 2017
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Personal Auto, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs,
SR22, Mobile Homes,

All Commercial Lines & Homeowners

Nell Wilson-Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson-Office Manager
Ladona Chesson-Agent
Dawn Kay-Cashier/Receptionist

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457
Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Watch for Upcoming Concert Dates!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK •• 10am-10pm

Lunch Buffet ••Mon.-Fri. •• 10am-2pm •• $8.95 tax incl.
(incl. 2 meats, 3 vegs., salad bar, dessert & tea)

Fri. & Sat. Seafood Buffet •• 5pm-10pm
One Trip •• $16.95 All-You-Can-Eat •• $24.95

Sunday Buffet •• 11am-Until •• $14.95
137 Texas Highway ••Many ,LA 71449

318-590-9383
“If God be for us, who can be against us?” Romans 8:31

One
S

141

For more info contact Marie @ 318-352-8931 or Helen @ 313-296-3128

!!!NOTICE!!!
PENDLETON HARBOR SUBDIVISION

HEMPHILL, TX

IS A PRIVATE SUBDIVISION

OOuurr BBooaatt LLaauunncchh AArreeaass
aarree

CCLLOOSSEEDD TTOO TTHHEE PPUUBBLLIICC

MMEERRIIDDIIAANN
MMEEDDIICCAALL SSUUPPPPLLYY,, LL..LL..CC..

559900--22227733
11000055 FFiisshheerr RRooaadd

SSuuiittee DD..
MMaannyy,, LLAA 7711444499

dd
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LLOOCCAALL BBUUSSIINNEESSSS RREEVVIIEEWW

TTHHEE HHEEAAVVEENNSS DDEECCLLAARREE TTHHEE GGLLOORRYY OOFF GGOODD,, AANNDD TTHHEE
FFIIRRMMAAMMEENNTT SSHHOOWWSS HHIISS HHAANNDDIIWWOORRKK:: PPSSAALLMM 1199::11--66

77007711 HHIIGGHHWWAAYY 66 WWEESSTT
NNAATTCCHHIITTOOCCHHEESS,, LLAA

((331188))447722--66443300 OORR ((331188))665522--33224488
FFAACCEEBBOOOOKK..CCOOMM//

EEVVOOLLUUTTIIOONNSS..HHAAIIRRSSAALLOONN..77//

“HHoommee ooff tthhee $$7755 WWoorrkkss””

GGeett yyoouurr LLooyyaallttyy CCaarrdd ffoorr SSppeecciiaall SSaavviinnggss!!

33228855 OOlldd SSaabbiinnee TToowwnn RRdd..,, HHeemmpphhiillll,, TTXX 7755994488TTXX 775994488

DDiinnee--IInn && CCaatteerriinngg AAvvaaiillaabbllee
CChhaarrlleess && BBaarrbbaarraa WWeeaavveerr ((OOwwnneerrss))

LLaarrrryy WWeeaavveerr ((MMaannaaggeerr))

120A Williams Avenue •• Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318) 352-6044

Tommy St
Owner

ickup &
Delivery (in Town)

331188--664455--66000011 ((sshhoopp))
331188--666633--99552200 ((cceellll))

Mitchell’s Barber Shop
60 Rebecca’s Circle
Zwolle, LA 71486
Men, Women & Kids

Karen Mitchell-Owner/Master Barber/Stylist
Jami Kelley-Barber/Stylist

Tues-Fri •• 9:00-6:00
Saturday •• 9:00-4:00

“Serving the community for 47 years”

Mike Morris
Morris_furniture@hotmail.com
morrisfurniturela.com
268 Texas Hwy
Many, LA 71449
(318) 256-5634

La-Z-Boy
As low as
$28900
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TTHHEE CCAAJJUUNN CCOOOOKK

AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS PPAAGGEE

Here is an absolute family favorite that finds a home on my buffet table at Christmas, as well
as many other occasions, throughout the year. It satisfies the carnivores in my family and is
so easy to prepare. And the left over ham bone can be used to make my delicious Red Beans
and Rice. C’est bon, Cher! Bon Appetit !

CCaajjuunn BBaakkeedd HHaamm ww//SSuuggaarr
CCaannee --BBoouurrbboonn GGllaazzee
1 fully cooked ham, 6 to 8 lbs.

Glaze
1/2 cup pure cane syrup,( Steen's)
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/3 cup bourbon
1 tsp. creole mustard
dash of ground cloves, cinnamon, and allspice

Place ham, fat side up in a large roasting pan. Place 1 inch of water in bottom of pan and add more periodically.
Cover with foil and bake at 325 degrees for about 20 minutes per pound or until meat thermometer reads 148
degrees. About half way through, make the glaze. Combine all glaze ingredients in a medium saucepan and bring
to a boil for 2 minutes and remove from heat. Remove foil and spread half of the glaze over the ham about 30
minutes before ham is done. Spread other half of glaze in the final 10 minutes. Bon Appetit! So easy, so deli-
cious!

T

Is it true that male reindeer lose their
antlers by December, therefore all of
Santa's reindeer, including Rudolph,
must be female?
According to the Alaska De-

partment of Fish and Game,
while both male and female
reindeer grow antlers in the
summer each year (the only
members of the deer family,
Cervidae, to have females do so), male reindeer drop
their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late
November to mid December. Female reindeer retain
their antlers till after they give birth in the spring.
Therefore, according to every historical rendition

depicting Santa's reindeer, every single one of them,
from Rudolf to Blitzen ... had to be a female.
We should've known this when they were able to

find their way.

Boudreaux & Thibodaux Cut
Down a Christmas Tree

Boudreaux and Thibodaux decide that they want a
real Christmas tree for Christmas. So they wake up at
5 a.m. and drive about 2 hours to the woods. They
are there in the woods for about 6 hours.

Finally Boudreaux tells Thibodaux, “We gone to cut
the next Christmas tree we see whether it has lights
on it or not!”

Please Note:

CHRISTMAS IS CANCELLED!

Apparently, YOU told Santa that you have been
GOOD this year….

He died laughing!!!!
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www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Order Now!

artel com

. .

FFRRIIDDAAYY -- SSUUNNDDAAYY • 99 ttoo 55

Indoor Shopping
VENDORS WELCOME

Hand-Made Item
Yard Art
Pottery
Tools

Fishing Supplies
Antiques
Collectibles
Glassware

ms Jewelry
Signs

Used Furniture
Kitchenware
Sewing Notions
Bed Sheets

Garage Sale Items
and More!

Signed
Copy

$1995
Shipping
Included

ORDER FROM
Junior.johnson@hotmail.com

$3500
Signed,

Gift Box &
Shipping
Included

Also Available at
Georgia’s Gift Shop

626 Front St., Natchitoches, LA
318-352-5833

In ded

The heartwarming story of a widowed mother and her two
young children who are forced to flee their home is Mississippi
after learning that an evil Carpetbagger means them harm.

She returns to her family home on CoCo Bed near the village
of Cloutierville, where her family, and that of her late husband’s
family, provide comfort and safety for the lives of her and her
children.
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