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42nd Annual Zwolle Tamale 
Fiesta to be Celebrated  
October 12-14 
by Tommy O'Con 
 
 The Zwolle Tamale Fiesta 
celebrates the rich Spanish and 
Indian heritage of the people of 
the town. Held each year at the 
Zwolle Festival Grounds, the 
Zwolle Tamale Fiesta offers a fun
-filled weekend of reliving the 
area’s heritage with plenty of 
delicious hot tamales, 
entertainment, arts and crafts, 
dancing, parades, and children’s activities. Always held the second full weekend in 
October, the Fiesta is fun for the entire family. 
 To fully appreciate the Fiesta, a little history background is in order: Zwolle was 
originally an Indian village. It was for many years occupied by the Spanish Province of 
Texas, and was settled by the descendants of French and Spanish adventurers, who 
intermarried with the friendly Indians as well as English-speaking settlers from 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and the Carolinas. 
 In the late 1800s, the area that is now Zwolle was turned into a whistle stop 
along the Kansas City Southern Railroad. The town was named for a town in Holland, 
in honor of a prominent Dutch visitor. The Fiesta itself stems from a combination of 
the Indians and Spanish culinary efforts to produce the most delicable hot tamale in 
the country. 
 In 1975, the idea for some type of festival was suggested by Zwolle native 
Rogers P. Loupe, who was then a member of the Sabine Tourist Commission. Mr. 
Roscoe Carruth, the director of the Sabine Parish Tourist Commission at the time, 
legitimized the idea for a Tamale Fiesta by incorporating the Zwolle Tamale Fiesta as 
a non-profit organization. 
 The Tamale Fiesta calls the attention of many to the social and political 
influences of the Spanish culture upon Louisiana history since the 18th century. 
Because of his contributions towards founding the Zwolle Tamale Fiesta, Rogers 
Loupe has been dubbed “The Father of the Fiesta” and has been honored as a 
member of the publicly-sanctioned Sabine Parish Hall of Fame. 
 Each year, a new Queen is selected to reign over the Tamale Fiesta. Once the 
Fiesta is over, the Queen’s duties are far from complete, though, as she represents 
the Tamale Fiesta and the Zwolle community for the next 12 months, attending 
events and festivals throughout the state and beyond. 
 No Fiesta is complete without delicious tamales!! Each year, tamales can be 
purchased at the Zwolle Tamale Fiesta, one at a time or by the dozen. Also, a tamale-
making contest is just one part of the Fiesta. Come check it out October 12-14. Until 
then, try your hand at making some tamales, and enjoy! 

October Cultural District 
Events News 
by Mary Key Brocato 
 
 “Fall will be a busy time in the Many Cultural District,”  Mayor Ken Freeman said. 
"Our Cultural District Advisory Committee has worked hard to make sure there's plenty 
to do. We'll have movies and a music show at the Many Community Center, and we'll 
also have Happy Hours classes at the Many Historic Depot Museum, Freeman said. 
 Freeman said activities will increase each month leading up to the Magical 
Christmas Festival which begins on Nov. 24 and lasts until Dec. 25. Freeman said there 
will be activities almost every day during that period. 
 Two free movies will play during the month of October. "LaLa Land" is the featured 
movie on Saturday, Oct. 7,and "Ghost Busters "will be the Halloween movie 
on Saturday, Oct. 21. These movies will play at the Many Community Center, still 
known to many people as the "Old Sabine Theater." 
 Meanwhile, Happy Hours painting classes be offered at the Many Historic Depot 
Museum on Saturday, Oct 14. Happy Hours Crafts classes will be taught at the 
museum on Saturday, Oct. 21. Happy Hours Jewelry Making classes will be taught 
on Saturday , Oct. 28. All classes are taught from 1-4 p.m. and require reservations 
and small fees to cover materials and supplies. Members of the Depot Art Guild teach 
the Happy Hours classes. The numbers to call to reserve a place in the various classes 
are as follows: 
 Painting class (Farm House Fuchsias) Call Kimberley Remedies at 337-424-6526. 
$20 fee for this class on Oct. 14. 
 Craft class (Festive Fall Wreath) Call Shanna Dees Gaspard at 318-602-1641. $20 
fee for this class on Oct. 21. 
 Jewelry making class (Beaded brooch) Call Cheryl Pearsall at 727-534-1057. $25 fee 
for this class on Oct. 28. 
 Music in Many is offered on Oct. 28 at the Many Community Center. This month's 
musical performers will be the popular Buster Jordan and Sarah Strickland Erwin with 
Friends. The cost of a ticket is $10 and $5. Veterans are admitted free to this show. 
 "You can see we have a busy schedule, " Mayor Freeman said. "All we want now is 
for people to support these movies, music shows and arts classes by attending them 
and participating. We deliberately make these events either free or very affordable. The 
idea is to provide entertainment and cultural events for our Many and Sabine Parish 
residents at a reasonable cost so that no one can complain "There's nothing to do 
around here." 

We, at Around the Town, want to thank 
all of our readers, contributors and 
advertisers for giving us the chance to 
serve our communities this past year. 
Our hope is that we will continue to 
grow and provide continued excellence 
in the field of print.  

Thank you all! 

tel:337-424-6526


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month 
by Phyllis Mason, MD, MPH/HCA 
    
   
 October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. Natchitoches 
Regional Medical Center (NRMC) 
Women’s Health Center would 
like to share some information 
with you about breast cancer. 
Breast cancer is the most 
commonly diagnosed cancer and 
is the leading cause of cancer 
deaths in women worldwide. 
 Most breast cancer presents with 
very little signs or symptoms. The 
most common signs women experience with breast cancer is a lump in one of their 
breasts. However, a lump in your breast can be due to other conditions other than 
breast cancer. Other signs or symptoms associated with breast cancer include skin 
changes such as redness, thickening, or dimpling. More advanced cases of breast 
cancer which has spread will have localized symptoms depending on the area in which 
the cancer has spread such as bone pain, abdominal pain, nausea, yellowing of the 
skin, shortness of breath, and coughing. 
Imaging is a key factor in finding breast cancer secondary to breast exams. There is a 
special imaging method that is used to detect breast cancer called a mammogram. A 
mammogram is an x-ray of the breast tissue. If the mammogram show any 
abnormalities or areas of concern, further imaging may be ordered such as a breast 
ultrasound. 
Once imaging is complete, your Doctor may order another test called a biopsy. A 
biopsy is when the Doctor takes small amounts of tissue from the breast at the area 
where the suspicious region is located. Afterwards, the tissue is sent off to the lab to be 
studied. If cancer is found, it is assigned a stage.  
 Staging the cancer is how the Doctor finds out how far the breast cancer may have 
spread within the breast and to other places in the body. Staging of the cancer will also 
determine the best treatment options for you. 
 Treatment of breast cancer may consist of radiation, chemotherapy, hormone 
therapy, or surgery. Radiation is the use of radioactive material to kill or shrink the 
cancer cells. Chemotherapy is medication that kills the cancer cell or stops them from 
growing. Hormone therapy is used to prevent certain breast cancers from growing in 
response to the normal hormones in our bodies. Surgical therapy includes a 
mastectomy or a lumpectomy. A mastectomy is the surgical removal of the whole 
breast. A Lumpectomy is the removal of a portion of the breast where the cancer is 
located. Often times, treatment will consist of more than one of these therapies. 
 With early detection and the use the treatments, women are now living their lives 
cancer free. These women will need to be checked every now and then to ensure that 
cancer does not come back. This is typically done with the use of the mammogram. 
American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) recommends starting 
breast cancer screening with the use of mammograms at the age of forty. 
Mammograms are then repeated once a year or every two years. The use of 
mammograms to detect breast cancer has decreased death from breast cancer by up 
to 20%. This is because we are able to catch cancer changes in the breast earlier, which 
leads to quicker treatment with better outcomes. 
 NRMC Women’s Health Center and its staff would like to answer any questions you 
may have or help you schedule your mammogram. Please come by our office at 655 
Bienville Cr. Natchitoches, LA 71457 during our office hours of Monday 
through Thursday 8:00 – 5:00 and Friday 8:00 – 12:00; or call our office at (318) 238-
3652. 
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CONTACT US 
Around The Town  

Tommy O’Con, P.O. Box 187 
Robeline, LA 71469      318-471-6948 

aroundthetownla@aol.com 
www.AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com 

Upcoming Classes 
For 14 Hours of Instruction 

10/7, 11/11, 12/9 
 

For 38 Hours of Instruction 
10/20, 10/21, 10/23 & 10/24 

11/18 thru 11/22 
12/27 thru 12/30 

Grand Ecore’s 
Deadly College 
Prank 
by Dean Lambert 
 
 In the late forties and very early 50’s, some freshman male 
students at Northwestern State College were subject to an 
initiation prank that took place off Hwy. 6 East, near the Grand 
Ecore Bridge. The prank normally involved an upper-classman 
that talked an unsuspecting freshman into going to the site and meeting a couple of 
women. Of course, no women were involved, but the unknowing freshman would feel 
honored that the senior student would ask a lowly freshman to accompany him on a 
blind date. So, off they would go to the Grand Ecore area. Normally they would pull off 
the highway and the senior would point out a car upon the ridge and tell the freshman 
that was the car with the two women. The upper-classman would then tell the younger 
student that he was going to blink his headlights, and if the car on the ridge blinked 
back, it would be the women and they would be ready for company. The driver would 
then blink his lights, and of course the car on the hill would blink back. 
 Then the two students would get out of the car, and with upper-classman leading 
the way, they would start their walk up the hill toward the women. At some point, a 
man with a shotgun would suddenly appear, and he would shout something along these 
lines, “So you are the one that has been meeting my wife!” and before they could reply, 
the unknown man would level the gun at the terrorized freshman and threaten to kill 
him. Sometimes, they would fire the weapon in the air. Of course, the unknowing 
freshman would flee fearing for his life. Later everyone would have a big laugh at the 
lowly scared freshman…….all in fun...but on the night of March 1st, 1951……this college 
prank took a sinister and deadly turn….. 
  On this late evening, 18 year old Allen Kaplan was the victim of the hazing. Kaplan 
was from Boston, Massachusetts and had headed to NSC on a basketball scholarship. 
When he was faced with the "irate” husband brandishing a shotgun, he fled from the 
scene, not to be seen again that night. First indications were that he had either become 
lost in the woods, or worse, had fallen from the Grand Ecore bluff into the rampaging 
Red River. 
 An extensive search with local authorities using boats and planes took place for 
days, but without success. A week later, just as military authorities were preparing to 
send 150 soldiers from Camp Polk into the wooded area at Grand Ecore and along the 
riverbank, the young student's body was found floating in the river near the old 
Blanchard place. The body was found by Carl and Walter Durham, brothers, who 
attended Northwestern State. The remains were removed to the First National Funeral 
Home here where Dr. W.H. Pierson, parish coroner, performed an autopsy and returned 
a verdict of accidental drowning. 
 The young man's father had come from Boston to help locate his son. The father 
issued the following statement through the public relations office at the college. 
 “The college authorities and the people of this community have been most helpful 
and have gone to every extreme possible in this matter. I realize this college prank, even 
though it resulted in the death of my son, could have happened anywhere, and I hold no 
malice in my heart toward anyone involved.” 

To Around The Town! 

(L to R) Megan Lee, PA-C; Dr. Phyllis Mason, 
MD, MPH/HCA  
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Strong  
Commitment 
by Pastor Jim Manning 
 
 It is a wonderful feeling to be confident that we are where 
we need to be in certain areas of our lives. To feel strong in those 
areas, especially when regarding the kingdom of God, makes us 
feel equipped to work well and with purpose. To be “strong in the 
Lord” is a portion of scripture-turned-Christian-cliché that is likely 
more often said, than is actually practiced, unfortunately. When we examine the 
different areas of our lives, can we really say that we are strong in the Lord in those 
areas? For example, am I strong in my love for others? In my knowledge of the 
Word? Am I strong in prayer? In fasting? Am I strong in my God-given gifts? In my 
ministry? Am I strong in my commitments? Merriam-Webster partly defines strong as 
“not easy to break or damage” and “not sick or injured.” In all those areas listed 
above, we are STRONG when we cannot be easily broken away from them and when 
our commitment to them is not “sick or injured”—when it is whole. 
 Speaking of commitment, commitment is the link between us and the things we 
want to be strong in. If we want to see how we are doing in love, Bible reading, 
prayer, and fasting, we can simply take a look at how COMMITTED we are to those 
things and we will see a sobering picture of truth. Wherever our true commitment 
lies will be where we can consider ourselves strong. It is evident throughout the 
Word of God and even throughout the ages, whenever God has done a mighty work, 
He has done it through strongly committed people. God doesn’t work through the 
lukewarm, but only through those who are fervent in their love for Christ and His 
kingdom (2 Chronicles 16:9). 
 2 Samuel 23:8-39 gives the account of David’s mighty men, listing each by name 
and detailing the accomplishments of some of the mightier ones. These men 
obviously had an incredibly high level of commitment to David and the cause they 
fought for. In verses 14-17, we see that three of these men were so very committed 
to David that they were willing to put their lives in danger just for the sake of bringing 
David something they knew would bring him pleasure. This was no casual association 
they had with David. It was a deep, grounded, unbreakable commitment to their 
leader. There are two things we can glean from this bit of history: these mighty men 
were attracted to David’s person, and they were committed to his cause. Similarly, 
the church needs mighty men and women who are attracted to the person of Christ 
and committed to the cause of Christ. These two characteristics are related. It was 
the attraction to David’s person which motivated these men to commit themselves to 
David’s cause. Similarly, it will be our attraction to the person of the Lord Jesus Christ 
which will motivate us to commit ourselves to His cause. 
 Another Biblical example of total commitment is the well-known story of Daniel 
and the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6). Daniel could have modified his prayer location from his 
wide-open window to a less exposed place in order to lay low until things blew over, 
but he chose to stay committed to his prayer routine. There was nothing but his 
commitment to his Jewish prayer customs saying he had to pray in the window 
toward Jerusalem. He was exiled and alone in a pagan country, so his decision would 
not have put him in any danger of disobedience to a person. Daniel’s commitment 
was strong enough that he did not need a rule or law to keep him doing what he had 
been doing. He was faithful to God and knew God would be faithful to him. 
 Again, for an example of Biblical commitment, or the lack thereof, we can look at 
the story of the prophet Hosea. The purpose of Hosea's prophecy was to provide 
Israel with a real-life example of her spiritual idolatry. Hosea transferred his personal 
tragedy into a figure of the tragedy of Israel as a nation. The lack of commitment to 
him by his wife and her infidelity was but a minute calamity when compared with the 
spiritual infidelity of Israel and their lack of commitment to God. Hosea called Israel 
to national repentance in the same way he pleaded with his adulterous wife for 
personal repentance. Hosea 6:4 was the prophet’s description of Israel’s level of 
commitment. Their commitment was shallow at best, and Hosea likened the fleeting 
goodness of uncommitted men to a morning cloud and the early dew which is dried 
up with the first few rays of sunshine. Just as God is never pleased with adulterous, 
uncommitted acts, He is also never pleased with such a halfhearted commitment and 
a complacent attitude toward Him. 
 When David Livingstone, the missionary pioneer, was working in Africa, some 
friends wrote: “We would like to send other men to you. Have you found a good road 
into your area yet?” Livingstone wrote back: “If you have men who will only come if 
they know there is a good road, I don’t want them. I want men who will come if there 
is no road at all.” 
 In contrast, a cartoon in Leadership magazine poked fun at the low level of 
commitment required in many modern churches. It pictured a church building with a 
sign in front which read, “The LITE CHURCH: 24% fewer commitments, home of the 
7.5% tithe, 15-minute sermons and 45-minute worship services; we have only 8 
commandments--your choice. We use just 3 spiritual laws and have an 800-year 
millennium. Everything you’ve wanted in a church ... and less!” Hopefully, our 
commitment level is not “lite” and dependent on our circumstances but unwavering, 
steadfast, and strong! In the face of the enemy, as David’s mighty men; with 
knowledge of certain punishment, as Daniel; and without the promise of 
conveniences, as missionary David Livingstone; may we, the people of God, ensure 
that we are truly STRONG in the Lord through our unbreakable commitment. 

"Junior's Natchez  
Trace Adventure" 
by Junior Johnson 
 
 I have always advocated staying close to home when taking 
a vacation to enjoy the beautiful and historic sites that we are 
Blessed to have. I would make an exception to this with the 
approach of Fall and the beautiful colors of foliage as the leaves 
turn with the season. 
 Several years ago I drove the entire Natchez Trace, 
beginning in Natchez, Miss. and ending in Franklin, Tennessee 
near Nashville. There are more than 30 sites along the way with a wealth of 
information of events that took place during the course of history. 
 The Natchez Trace Parkway connects Natchez on the Mississippi River with 
Nashville, some 500 miles northeast on the Cumberland River. After the American 
Revolution, the new United States gained access to land west of the Appalachian 
Mountains as far as the Mississippi River, although Native American Indians 
controlled the region. 
 By the late 1700s, Kaintuck boatmen were delivering trade goods via the 

Mississippi River to Natchez and New Orleans.  With the 
permission of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, their return 
trip was overland along the foot trails later to become known as 
the Natchez Trace. In 1801 the Natchez Trace was designated 
as a postal route between Nashville and Natchez.  Post Riders 
delivered the mail. 
 The Natchez Trace Parkway was 
created in 1938.  It runs almost 500 miles 
through Tennessee, Alabama, and 
Mississippi.  It provided me a beautiful scenic 
drive as well as a valuable history lesson as I 
stopped at virtually every scenic stop on the 

Trace Map. 
 Some of the most interesting stops were old Indian Mounds, 
Rocky Springs which was settled in 1790, Colbert's Ferry, and 
the Meriwether Lewis Park.  Meriwether Lewis was the Senior 
Commander of the Lewis and Clark Expeditions, and Governor 
of the Territory of Louisiana.  He died under mysterious 
circumstances in 1809 and is buried under a large monument at the Park. It took me 
almost three days to absorb all of the beauty and history. The last twenty miles of the 

Trace are of winding roads and rolling hills. Beautifully colored 
trees line the entire Parkway, and is very majestic with the 
setting sun. 
 While traveling the Trace alone I could almost feel the 
ghosts of those brave men and women who endured the 
hardships of the Trace to forge a life for their families and the 
future of this great Nation. It is hard to imagine the hardships and 
sorrow that are buried along these five hundred miles, when one 
sees the beauty that is here today. I am extremely thankful to the 
many brave men and women who came before me to help make 
this the greatest Nation in the World. 

 Although I will always encourage people to vacation close to home and explore 
the beauty and history that we have, I will make an exception and urge you to make 
a trip on the Natchez Trace one day. 
 
Photo Credit: Junior Johnson 

Open Letter from 
Natchitoches Parish 
Councilman, Russell 
Rachal 
 

 
 I want to wish a happy Fall to each person reading this. Fall is my favorite time of 
the year. 
 In the line of Natchitoches Parish Government business, we had our monthly 
meeting on September 18th. It was a relatively short meeting, but was cordial. It 
seemed that everyone had the citizens best interest at heart. The only item of concern 
was a resolution to call for a legislative audit. The Council voted unanimously to call for 
an audit by Resolution in our regularly scheduled meeting on September 19, 2016. The 
Resolution called for the audit to cover the period of January 01, 2008 to present. The 
Legislative Auditors office advised that this would take too much time to retrieve this 
much information and requested that each Council member submit three (3) items 
that they would like to be investigated and audited. Some, but not all Council mem-
bers submitted the requested items, so no audit was conducted. 
 We are in receipt of a letter from the Natchitoches Parish District Attorney's Office 
advising that we must follow the provisions of Section 2-07 of the Home Rule Charter 
which states that investigations shall be for specified purposes which must be reduced 
to writing before beginning the investigation. 
 We voted in the September 18, 2017 meeting for each Council member to submit 
these required items for the October Council meeting. 
 The interim director of Public Works, Mr. Earl Townsend is actively addressing the 
needs and concerns of the roads aggressively. It is very apparent that he is doing a 
great job and I for one am very appreciative of his efforts. 
God Bless each and everyone, 
 
Russell Rachal 
District 5 Council Member  



    

Our Pledge . . . 
Around the Town and its publishers seek to provide the 
people of this area with news and information about the 
current events and happenings in the categories of dining, 
entertainment, sports and the arts, while providing a 
venue for retail and commercial establishments, as well as 
local artisans and non-profit and service organizations to 
present themselves to the public. We also strive to feature 
some of the rich history and culture this area is 
particularly known for. 
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 Visiting the  
North Louisiana  
Military Museum  
 by Rickey Robertson 
  
 Louisiana is a state that is filled with military history. 
And Louisiana is also a state filled with veterans who have served this nation and have 
fought in the many wars and conflicts that have made history. Recently my wife and I 
took a trip to Ruston, La. to tour the North Louisiana Military Museum. On August 5, 
2017 the museum was hosting exhibits and displays from various military groups and 
re-enactor groups both inside and outside the museum building. And what a great 
time we had! 
 The North Louisiana Military Museum is a place filled with the historical 
memorabilia of war from the Spanish American War to Desert Storm and into the 
current war on terror. Outside the museum Ernie Stevens, the museum curator, has 
amassed 15 different rare military vehicles and aircraft that includes a Russian SA-2 
missile, a M113 armored personnel carrier, M551Sheridan tank, and 2 aircraft that 
every Vietnam veteran remembers, an A-4 Skyhawk jet and a UH-1 Huey helicopter. 
And then there is the little army mule that was used to haul supplies, water, and 
ammo during Vietnam. And then there are other pieces of artillery and tanks! Plenty 
to look at outside and on the day of the visit several re-enactor groups set up displays 
from the Vietnam War.   
 Jason Langlinais had a very large display of items from Recon Team Louisiana 
MACV SOG (Vietnam Re-enacted) that these special force units used during the war. 
Recon Team Louisiana was feared by the Viet Cong and NVA troops for their courage 
and ability to take the fight to the enemy. Included in this display were items from 
the Montagnards who fought alongside the Americans in Vietnam. And Apache Troop 
1/9 Cavalry (1st Cavalry Vietnam Re-enacted) had vehicle displays and during the day 
they set up a large weapons demonstration. During the demonstration those in 
attendance got to see how the M-16 rifle and M-60 operated and were fired. One 
World War II veteran spoke of how fast the M-16 and M-60 could fire compared to 
the M-1 rifle and M-1 carbine of World War II that he had used during his service. 
 Inside the museum it is filled, and I mean filled, with thousands of artifacts. Every 
war has artifacts, uniforms, and weapons depicting it. The museum has a very 
extensive weapons collection, from pistols, (including a rear Liberator pistol of World 
War II), rifles, sub-machine guns, automatic rifles, and machine guns. One display that 
caught my eye was the Home front display. It is set up just like a living room during 
World War II of a family who has someone in the service and is filled with personal 
items. It reminded me of how my grandparents’ home was set up with them having 3 
sons in the service during the war. And if you are interested in machine guns, there is 
one of the largest displays of military machine guns that I have ever seen with them 
affixed to the many various types of mounts to support them.  In the Vietnam POW 
display there is the uniform and personal items that American POW’s were issued by 
the North Vietnamese military. 
 Ernie Stevens and the directors of the North Louisiana Military Museum have 
worked for many years gathering up, cataloging, and displaying the thousands of 
items in this remarkable museum. And the museum is still gathering more interesting 
military artifacts to this large collection. The museum has many vehicles that need to 
be restored before being displayed and they have a program where the public can 
assist in the restoration process. This program is called the “Revive the Relics” and 
when you visit the museum you can donate to this program. And they can always use 
some help! 
 This great museum has no admission charge and is located at 201 Memorial 
Drive in Ruston, La. For more information you can call the museum at 318-251-5099. 
And let me tell you it is a short drive to Ruston and when you get there you will have a 
truly exciting time viewing all the many displays at this great attraction. Take a trip 
and you will be surprised at what you will find at this great military museum. And you 
will be greeted with true southern hospitality. Thanks North Louisiana Military 
Museum for the great day we had on August 5th! 

 

Large display of Vietnam Special Forces and 
Special Operations Group (SOG) by Jason 
Langlinais set up outside the North Louisiana 
Military Museum. (Robertson Collection) 

Apache Troop 1/9 Cavalry (Vietnam Re-enacted) 
conducting a weapons demonstration of the M-16 
rifle and M-60 machine gun at the North Louisiana 
Military Museum. (Robertson Collection) 

Clay Shank driving his Vietnam Era army mule at 
the North Louisiana Military Museum. 
(Robertson Collection) 

Vietnam War M-35A2 deuce and half military truck on 
display at the North Louisiana Military Museum. 
(Robertson Collection) 

Vietnam War Era UH-1 Huey helicopter on dis-
play at the North Louisiana Military Museum. 
(Robertson Collection) 

Large display of machine guns located inside the 
North Louisiana Military Museum. (Robertson  
Collection) 

Vietnam War poster that remembers American 
POW’s and MIA’s in the museum. (Robertson 
Museum) 

World War I American uniform and French Chauchat 
machine gun as used by the U.S. Army in France  
during World War I. (Robertson Collection) 

World War II American uniforms and equipment 
on display in the museum. (Robertson  
Collection) 

World War II Red Cross nurses uniforms on display at 
the museum. (Robertson Collection) 

Vietnam War uniforms, equipment, and  
weapons on display at the North Louisiana 
Military Museum. (Robertson Collection) 

Vietnam War U.S. Marine A-4 Skyhawk fighter jet on 
display outside the museum. (Robertson Collection) 

U.S. Navy helicopter on static display outside the 
museum. (Robertson Collection) 

https://maps.google.com/?q=201+Memorial+Drive&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=201+Memorial+Drive&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:318-251-5099
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Sabine Parish History 
 

 The town of Many is the parish seat and the principle town of Sabine Parish. 
Dubbed the "land of Green Gold" the town was named for a commandant of Fort 
Jessup. A group of Belgians first settled the present site of Many in 1837. Six years later 
the town actually was founded. In 1843 Sabine Parish (we have Parishes instead of 
Counties in Louisiana, and our law is based upon the old Code of Napoleon instead of 
the Common Law of England) was created out of Natchitoches Parish, which was settled 
in 1717 by the French. John Baldwin has been called the "Father of Many". He operated 
a tavern on El Camino Real (the Spanish King's Highway, built by the early Spanish 
settlers and which ran to Mexico) at a junction with some minor roads where the parish 
seat was located. At Baldwin's Store, Sam Houston, Jim Bowie, and Davy Crockett 
stopped to water their horses and "have a drink" before going to Fort Jessup and on to 
the Alamo and Texas. Baldwin was also a commissioner over the sale of town lots; was 
the first postmaster; and served also as the parish treasurer. In those days mail arrived 
weekly, brought from Natchitoches by stagecoach or horseback rider, weekly 
dispatches carried the mail and news further west into Texas .The town was named for 
Col. Many who was then commander of nearby Fort Jessup. Colonel John B. Many 
commanded the strongest garrison in Louisiana. In November, 1823, that was four 
companies of the 7th Infantry, but by 1825 the strength of Fort Jessup was cut down to 
three companies, but this was surpassed in strength only by the garrison at New 
Orleans. 
 One of the most colorful pictures of our land is the naming of Sabine Parish. Long 
before Louisiana was settled and while France was its careless owner - soon after 
DeSoto, Iberville, Bienville, and other early explorers came - a boat of French explorers 
sailed up the Sabine River (then having no name). They stopped at an Indian village and 
one night invited the Indian braves and their beautiful Indian maidens aboard to feast. 
They served the braves wine, and after much wine had been served and the Indian 
braves were "quite full", the French explorers threw them overboard and sailed away 
with the beautiful Indian maidens. This story was so similar in history to the Roman 
story of the "Rape of the Sabines" that Sabine River (the boundary between Louisiana 
and Texas), Sabine Lake and Sabine Parish received their names. 
 We have a French, Spanish, and English heritage. Also, the only battles fought in the 
Revolutionary War outside the Thirteen Original Colonies were fought in Louisiana. The 
British wished to strike the Colonies from behind and planned to sail up the Mississippi 
River into the Ohio and attack the Colonies from the rear. The shrimp boats, private 
boats, and gun boats under Galvez de Bernardo (who later became Governor of 
Louisiana) attacked and defeated the British at Manchac and Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
and drove the British from the Mississippi River. I like to think of Louisiana as the 
Fourteenth Original Colony! 
 Source: (Historic Information) Sabine Parish Library - paper by Virginia Godfrey 

Natchitoches Coalition on 
Homelessness - Serving 
Those in Need  
On September 7th, the Natchitoches Coalition on Homelessness took pride in serving 
those in need in our community. A large crowd attended the monthly feeding program 
at the 625 Martin Luther King Drive location in Natchitoches. NCOH continues to 
network with various agencies in the community, as a means of supporting their 
endeavors. In doing so, the coalition's main goal is to make its presence known in the 
community, to provide needed assistance, and to gain support from the community 
leaders, and the community as a whole. The coalition would love to have more 
volunteers and suggestions, as they move progressively forward. Please watch for our 
ads in the Around The Town newspaper and support their GoFundMe page, as they 
want to keep the community informed regarding upcoming activities and events.  

Natchitoches Coalition on Homelessness 

410 Sixth Street • Natchitoches, LA 71457 

The Natchitoches Coalition on Homelessness would like to thank  
the following agencies and individuals for their support of our organization.  

We take great pride in both our mission and accomplishments. 

BUSINESSES 
 

Shiloh Baptist Church • First Baptist Church-Amulet • Waskom Brown & Associates • MidSouth Bank 
Wal-Mart • Little Caesars • Chili’s • Natchitoches Regional Medical Center • Magnolia Diner 

Natchitoches Community Improvement Foundation, Inc. (NCIF) • Elite Broadcasting 
 

INDIVIDUALS 
 

Mrs. Oscarine Robinson • Mrs. Dorothy Rachal Griffin • Ms. Gwen Williams 
Mrs. Pamela Ward-Hill • Dr. Sue Weaver • Mr. Charles Monroe  

Dr. Russell Minor • Mr. Calvin Rachal • Ms. Sylvia Morrow 
Mr. Tim Love • Judge Desiree Dyess • Ms. Teoshun Logan 
Mrs. Juanita Fowler • Mr. Patrick Ward • Mr. John Winston 

Mrs. Patsy Hoover • Mr. Marvin Blake • Mrs. Alice Hardison • Rev. Steve Harris 

https://maps.google.com/?q=625+Martin+Luther+King+Drive&entry=gmail&source=g
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Edible Fruit Arrangements • Caramel Apples 
Chocolate Covered Strawberries 

We Cater Events & Deliver 

The Sweetest Fruit - 
      Even Sweeter Prices! 

628 Front Street 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 
(318) 352-5910 

Erica Williams, Owner 
Marie Williams, Mgr. 

Www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com 

Beyond the Garden 
by Jennifer Byles, Landscape Horticulturist 
      Owner-Creative Landscapes & Lighting, Many, LA 
 
Fall Season Mums 
The spectacular colors of mums (chrysanthemums) reveal to 
us that are fall is upon us. Gardeners and homeowners begin 
displaying the plants in beds, containers, and landscapes. The 
temperature drop in mid September provides the best time to 
purchase the fall mums. Cooler weather preserves bloom time while heated 
temperatures shorten bloom it. When selecting mums to plant in the ground, it is 
important to purchase cultivars that are identified as “hardy.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fall Mums 101 

• Purchase plants that are just beginning to break bud. In doing so, this maximizes 
the bloom time. While it is tempting to buy fully bloomed plants, resist! 

• Choose darker shaded plants for a longer dramatic appearance. 

• Plants should preferably be placed in sunny areas. 

• Select larger plants over smaller ones to enhance desired areas. 

• Regular watering is essential for thriving plants. When watering, keep plants moist 
and well drained, however, do not overwater until wet. 

• To prolong full well rounded blooms, deadhead plants by pinching off. This 
increases branching and keeps the plants compact. 

• Mums can be planted in the ground in the fall (before the first frost) after the 
roots are well established (typically 4-6 weeks). Plants may also be planted in the 
early spring. Leave deadhead growth until after the end of the season if planning 
to plant. 

Choctaw Apache Tribe Holds 
Its Annual Art Fest and Pow 
Wow 
 
Choctaw Apache Tribe will hold its 6th annual 
Louisiana Native American Art Fest and Pow 
Wow on November 3rd and 4th. On Saturday, 
November 4th the Wild Game Cookoff, 
Homemade Sausage Contest and the Fry Bread 
Competition will be held at the tribal grounds. The 
Wild Game Cook Off will pay the winner $250 cash 
and the winner of the other contests will receive 
$100 cash each. The contests are open to the 
public. Call 318-645-2588 or 318-617-0322 for details or follow us FB: Louisiana Native 
American Art Fest 

School Resource Officer 
Program Implemented 

 
 
 Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richardson and Sabine Schools Superintendent Dr. Sara 
Ebarb are pleased to implement the School Resource Officer Program in Sabine Parish 
Schools for the 2017-18 school year. 
 The three Sabine Parish School Resource Officers, Steven Myers, Lamar Thomas 
and Jimmy Campbell, are fully trained and certified. The trio will also function as 
Substance Abuse Prevention Education (DARE) instructors for students in 5th and 7th 
grade under the DARE program. 
 A former educator,  Sheriff Richardson indicated that he is pleased to extend the 
realm of the sheriff's department into the schools with goals of fostering a safe learning 
environment, a positive relationship between the students and the Sabine Parish 
Sheriff's  Department and helping to resolve problems affecting our youth so that 
students can reach their fullest potential. Richardson is hopeful that the officers will 
become a positive presence in students' lives and increase their trust in law 
enforcement. 
 The Sabine Parish School Board, Dr Sara Ebarb and Sheriff Richardson are excited 
to implement a program that has a presence in other school districts around the 
country. 
 The officers' salaries will be funded by a DARE grant.  

Shown at Negreet School (L to R) are: 
Steven Myers, Jimmy Campbell, Dr Sara 
Ebarb, Sheriff Ronny Richardson, Elyda 
Thaxton and Lamar Thomas 

Sheriff Richardson is shown visiting Ne-
greet School with School Resource Offic-
ers Steven Myers, Lamar Thomas and 
Jimmy Campbell. 

tel:318-645-2588
tel:318-617-0322
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YOUR FULL COLOR 

3” X 5” AD HERE 

ONLY $75.OO FOR ONE MONTH 

SAVE 20% ON 12-MONTH CONTRACT 

ONLY $60.00 PER MONTH 

(AD CHANGES PERMISSABLE EACH MONTH AT NO CHARGE) 

 

CONTACT TOMMY O’CON 

 

318-471-6948 
aroundthetownla@aol.com 

Genesis 9: 13-14 

331 Fisher Rd. • Many, LA 71449 
Www.sabinemanufacturedhomes.com 

318-256-3055   homesr@bellsouth.net 

Many, LA 

Randy Sandel  -  Owner 
Mike Ross  -  Sales 

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055 

DELIVERY 
SETUP 

SKIRTING 
A/C 
ALL 

INCLUDED 

PACKAGE 
PRICING 

YOUR 
MANUFACTURED 

HOME 
CONNECTION Deer Valley 

Clayton, Deer Valley, TRU 

Sabine.mfd.homes 
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Grandma was in the bathroom, putting on her makeup, under the watchful eyes of her 
young granddaughter, as she’d done many times before. After she applied her lipstick 
and started to leave, the little one said, “But Grandma, you forgot to kiss the toilet paper 
good-bye!” 
I will probably never put lipstick on again without thinking about kissing the toilet paper 
good-bye! 

Many Cultural District Among 

Most Active in Louisiana 
 The Cultural District Program Manager for the State of Louisiana said Many has one 
of the most active cultural districts in the state when she made a recent visit to the 
Depot Art Gallery located in the Many Historic Depot Museum. 
 Gaye Hamilton of the Lt. Governor's Office was highly pleased with the many 
events, art classes, movies, music shows offered on a regular basis at both the Many 
Historic Depot Museum and the Many Community Center. 
 Louisiana is a big state with many cultural districts, she commented.  She 
complimented the Art Guild and the Cultural District Advisory Committee for their hard 
work in bringing so many events, art and culture to the town's cultural district.  
 Hamilton met with Shanna Dees Gaspard, president of the Depot Art Guild, 
JoAnne Cason, a member of the art guild, Janice Randow, Many Mayor Ken Freeman's 
assistant, and Mary Brocato, chairperson of the Many Cultural District Advisory 
Committee. 
 Hamilton used the information from the Many Cultural District as one of several 
examples in a presentation called "Where Heritage Meets Tourism" at the 

Lt. Governor’s Tourism Summit. The examples demonstrated how being part of the 
network of Cultural Districts across the state can help catalyze and enhance local 
efforts to revitalize places, creating interesting and often unusual experiences that 
help retain residents and attract tourist.  
 The Many Cultural District Advisory Committee is finding new uses for old 
buildings like the Depot Art Gallery in the old Many KCS train depot. It provides 
an exhibition space for local arts and a new market for art and cultural products. Plans 
are to turn the remaining depot rooms into a museum.  
  Renovations to the Sabine Theatre created a venue for community gathering and 
a wide range of cultural events. It is now called the Many Community Center and has 
regularly scheduled movies, music shows, plays, and other special events.  
 The Many CD team also has plans to engage residents in design and creation of 
public art around town, with its first location being the historic depot museum.  It is 
currently introducing book nooks, or little free libraries to the town and plans to 
introduce opera at the Many Community Center in 2018. 

(L to R)  JoAnne Cason, member 
of the Many Depot Art Guild, 
Janice Randow, assistant to 
Many Mayor Ken Freeman, 
Shanna Dees Gaspard, president 
of the Many Depot Art Guild, 
and Mary Brocato, chairperson 
of the Many Cultural District 
Advisory Committee, met with 
the statewide Cultural District 
Manager Gaye Hamilton from 
the Lt. Governor's Office 
recently.  

The Many Depot Art Gallery 
located at the Many Historic 
Depot Museum is open every 
Saturday from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m.  It features works of art 
from local and regional artists. 
All of the work, including 
paintings, sculptures, 
handmade jewelry, and blown 
glass, are for sale.  



  

  

  

  

Best wishes to Natchitoches 
Central, NSU, St. Mary’s  and 
Lakeview High 
School Football 
Teams  
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LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT! 
If your church, service organization or non-profit has an upcoming event 

or fundraiser, please send to aroundthetownla@aol.com 

We’ll help spread the word! Please include a contact phone number. 

SUPPORT 
YOUR 

FRIENDS 
AND 

NEIGHBORS 

 

 
       

llndchildrensboutique.com 
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook 

2036 Obrie St., Zwolle, LA 

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri. • 10am-5:30pm 

Saturday • 9am-2pm 

From  
Natchitoches  
City Marshal  

Randy Williams  
and Staff 

 
My staff and I remind you 
to believe in yourself, 
push your limits, and do 
whatever it takes to 
conquer your goals. 

 
 

373 Second Street 
Natchitoches, LA 

71457 
(318) 357-1129 

 

 

Toledo Bend 
Fishing Report 
by Pro Guide, Joe Joslin 
 
 Hello anglers and outdoor addicts.  Fall is here and 
its my favorite season of the year and early mornings in 
October is about as good as it gets. Hunters have been 
waiting for October for what seems like forever and 
anglers too are excited since fishing in the extreme heat 
of summer is finally in the rear view mirror.  this the air, 
especially at sunrise.  Teal season and Bow season 
opened early September and other hunting seasons will 
soon follow.  For those of us who enjoy the outdoors, we 
have lots of options for activities in this area of the 
country including fishing of course. Boat traffic on my 
favorite fishing hole was not too heavy in September but 
Saturdays are the heaviest traffic days.  On Saturdays 
many of my favorite spots will have a boat or two on 
them but The Bend is so big that we just move around till 
we find an area that is holding fish with no boats. 

 LAKE CONDITIONS  
 The lake is falling which has  been evident especially during the past couple of 
days.  At press time in late September the lake registered 169' (msl-mean sea level) 
which is the lowest it been in months.  Both generators were running 24 hours. Water 
temperatures are running between 76-77 but will continue to fall.  North Toledo is 
stained, mid lake is clear on the main lake with some stained conditions in the back 
portions of major feeder creeks. South Toledo is clear but Six Mile and Housen Bay 
have a little stained conditions but visibility is 3-4 feet. 

 BULLETIN 
 SRA reports that the lake will be down to 168' msl by October 1st. 

 BASS REPORTS   
 Shallow patterns were good in September but October should be even better, 
especially for bigger bass. My favorite top water time in October is on a dark moon at 
first light of the morning they seem to be very aggressive.  Another great pattern this 
month is a Texas weightless rigged soft plastic like Berkley Jerk Shad, Flukes and 
Senkos in depths of 2 to 8 ft.  In addition, a wacky rigged Bottom Hopper and Senko are 
both outstanding choices this month in depths of 2 to 12 feet with 4-8 ft. being where I 
target the most. 
 In addition, we continue to catch fish on a Texas rigged Bottom Hopper which to 
me is the gold standard for Toledo.  If you have followed our reports in area 
newspapers, magazines and websites you know that I mention this bait/pattern in all 
of my reports.  I normally have two Texas rigged Bottom Hoppers on the deck of my 
boat all the time.  My favorite BH colors are green pumpkin, red bug, June bug and 
shady watermelon candy and my clients and I catch fish on this rig 12 months out of 
the year.    Some months are better than others with favorite times including late 
September through mid-December plus mid-February through mid-June. I fish it in 2 to 
18’ on a Texas rig but also use the BH on a drop shot covering water from 12 to 34’. 
 We have also begun catching fish on Berkley’s squarebill crankbait called 
‘Squarebull’ which I throw on 15 lb test Big Game mono and medium action 7’ 
rod.  They run 4-8 feet.  I like the 5.5 size and favorite colors include brown mustard, 
cream pie and sexier shad. The final pattern that has been working for us is the drop 
shot which we are fishing from 9 to 32 ft.  We are rigging with a 1/8 to 3/8 oz. drop 
shot weight with 8 to 17 lb. test fluorocarbon, #1 to 3/0 hook with a Bottom Hopper or 
BH Jr in green pumpkin, redbug, Junebug or shady watermelon candy.  We are 
targeting main creek and main lake points as well as humps and ridges from 12 to 32’. 

 CRAPPIE REPORT 
 Mid-lake Crappie guide, Jack Adams, says fishing continues to be good and is 
catching everything on his brush piles.  His top bait continues to be live shiners and a 
few crappie jigs.  These are mostly fished vertically.  They are also catching some nice 
fat yellow bass on the brush piles. 
  
 Joe Joslin is a syndicated writer and is published by numerous websites, 
newspapers and magazines plus is a pro guide on Toledo Bend and Sam Rayburn and a 
TPWD licensed guide since 1998. Contact at joejoslinoutdoors@yahoo.com, 337-463-
3848/409-565-1288 and website www.joejoslinoutdoors.com.  

Lady angler, Kelsi Berlin, 
with a Toledo trophy that 
hit a Texas rigged Berkley 
Bottom Hopper. Photo by 
Joe Joslin Outdoors 

SUPPORT 
YOUR  
LOCAL 
POLICE 
& ALL 
FIRST 

RESPONDERS 

This is the First Anniversary of Around the Town. 
We hope that you have enjoyed this paper as much as we have enjoyed bringing it to you. 

We hope to continue to expand and bring you many more interesting articles from the community we all live in. 

Thank you, our readers, as well as all of our advertisers and contributors for your continued support. 

mailto:joejoslinoutdoors@yahoo.com
tel:337-463-3848
tel:337-463-3848
tel:409-565-1288
http://www.joejoslinoutdoors.com/
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 Grady Hill is haunted by a woman who searches eternally for her baby. Locals 
claim that the woman’s lover stole her baby and killed it in the 
vicinity of Grady Hill. Today, people report seeing the 
apparition of this woman and her disembodied cries at Grady 
Hill in Zwolle, Louisiana. 
 The Grady Hill haunting technically falls into the category 
of a “weeping woman” haunting. Latin Americans call her “La 
Llorona”. This is a woman who is betrayed by a lover and then 
murders her children by drowning them. She is then cursed to 
walk the shores where her baby died, searching for them 
forever. 
 The Weeping Woman tale bears some similarities to 
White Lady tales in which the woman is searching for her child or a lost lover who died 
or got lost through some tragic event. It is also very similar to Cry Baby Bridge lore in 
which a woman gets pregnant out of wedlock and either kills her baby or someone else 
kills her baby to hide the evidence by throwing the baby over a bridge. In all of these 
tales, the mother is seen as an apparition searching for her children.. 

Brandy Roberts Show Held 
September 9th at Many 
Community Center 
 

 The audience clapped their hands, tapped their toes, cheered loudly, danced on 
the dance floor and in the aisles for the recent Brandy Roberts Tribute Show at the 
Many Community Center. 
 Roberts' music show was met with wild enthusiasm and many people asked how 
quickly he would return for another show. Roberts promised Many's Cultural District 
Chairperson, Mary Brocato that he would be happy to return. "I had a blast," Roberts 
wrote her after her returned to Shreveport. Brocato said she hopes to schedule him no 
later than the early spring of 2018. "That will 
give all his new fans plenty of time to yearn for 
his return," she laughed. 
 Roberts played Jerry Lee Lewis songs for 
three hours. He also played songs from Mickey 
Gilley, Charley Pride, Ray Charles and other 
popular rock 'n roll, country, blues entertainers. 
Rather than just playing and singing the songs, 
Roberts talked about each song and told stories 
about the songs and the singers who made them 
famous. 
A whiz on the keyboard and a singer with a 
crystal clear voice that sounds just like a young 
Jerry Lee Lewis, Roberts received a standing 
ovation at the end of his performance. Fans lined 
up for his autograph and eagerly bought his CDs. 
 Roberts played and sang every song from 
"Great Balls of Fire" to "Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow" and even threw in some gospel music 
for good measure. There was a song for everyone. 
 A conversation with his mother, Sandy Roberts, revealed that Brandy first took 
organ lessons as a young boy. Then he heard Jerry Lee Lewis and told his mom that 
was the kind of music he wanted to play. She said she told him he couldn't play that 
kind of music on an organ but only on the piano. "So we bought him a piano, "she 
laughed. 
 Mrs. Roberts said after a period of time, his piano teacher called her and said, "I've 
taken Brandy as far as I can take him. After he hears a song once, he can play it." Mrs. 
Roberts continued, "I never had to make Brandy practice. When he came home from 
school, he went straight to the piano and played the rest of the afternoon." 
Roberts' repertoire of songs is extremely wide. He told his audience that he never 
knew ahead of time what he was going to play and he doesn't play from a set list. "I 
just play whatever song pops into my head, and my band keeps up with me," he 
explained. 
 Roberts' music career is a true family affair. His father, Preston Roberts, is his 
manager, and his mother is his strongest and most faithful supporter. A devout 
Christian family, they came with Brandy to Many and enjoyed meeting and talking with 
people attending the show on Sept.9. 
 Some members of the audience commented on Roberts' performance. 
Mrs. Nancy Spiller of Many said, "I agree that this was a fantastic show. I think Brandy 
Roberts is just as good (maybe better) a piano player and showman as Jerry Lee Lewis 
himself. If I ever get chance to hear him again, I WILL!" 
 Mrs. Cheryl Wooley, also from Many, commented, "Good crowd and great music!" 
Mrs. Cathy Seymour who came from Natchitoches to hear Roberts said, "He was 
fabulous!! We loved the evening. He is so very talented!!" 
 Ms. Vickie Weaver of Many said, "Brandy was great. The best yet. If you didn't 
come you missed a great show. 
 "It's going to be impossible to bring a show to Many that will top the Brandy 
Roberts' show," Many's Mayor Ken Freeman commented. 
 "We're not even going to try," Mary Brocato, who booked the show, responded. 
"But we will bring him back again and , in the meantime, we'll try to bring some other 
good entertainers to Music in Many as often as we can. People will just have to be 
patient until Brandy can fit us into his schedule. But that will give us something to look 
forward to." 
 Brocato added a personal comment: "It was my lucky night. I listened to a 
musician of the very highest caliber, and I made three new friends: Brandy, Preston, 
and Sandy Roberts. "Those kinds of nights happen only rarely,." 

Talented musician Brandy Roberts 
and Many Cultural District chair-
person Mary Brocato became new 
friends when Roberts played to an 
enthusiastic audience at the Sep-
tember Music in the Many show 
at the Many Community Center.  

 Santa Claus is coming to Many this year and 
he's traveling in on the Kansas City Southern 
Holiday Express. 
 The Town of Many Christmas Planning Com-
mittee heard from KCS, and it's official. Santa 
will arrive at the Many Depot on November 29 
at 4 p.m. He'll be riding in a six-car special holi-
day train to visit with the children of Many and Sabine Parish. 
 The big event will be free and open to the public. 
 Gay Corley, chairperson of the Christmas Committee, is especially excited about 
Santa's planned visit. She has been trying for several years to get the KCS Holiday Ex-
press to stop in Many. Ashley Garcie, assistant clerk for the Town of Many, was persis-
tent and finally got the commitment from KCS a few weeks ago. 
 "This is going to add another really spectacular event to our annual Christmas Festi-
val," Corley said. 
 The Holiday Express train is 366 ft. and will be accompanied by the Southern 
 Belle, which is 1,000 ft. Families will be able to board the train and visit with Santa 
and see the different Christmas visual displays. 
 Every child departing the train after visiting with Santa will receive a gift bag from 
KCS. 
 This is a huge community event and the Christmas Planning Committee will need 
volunteer elves to help Santa. Elf apparel will be provided. 
 Other volunteers will be needed to help with crowd control, parking, and other 
activities. 
 Santa and KCS will send more information closer to Nov.29. 

Kansas City Southern  
Holiday Express Travels  
to Many 

Little Angels of God 
Christmas for Kids 

   
 We are happy that you are reading this! This is the 
beginning of our Christmas 2017 season and we hope that 
this helps to explain what we do. We are a non-profit charity 
that began in the spring of 2010. Our charity helps foster 
children at Christmas and Easter and we take donations for children from birth to age 
17. 
 We donate items to CASA of Central Louisiana. By giving to CASA, we are able to 
provide Christmas and Easter to the foster children in Natchitoches, Red River and 
Sabine Parishes. We also give to Project Celebration with the Taylor House in Many. 
 Items not donated to CASA or Project Celebration are given to children who would 
not otherwise receive anything for Christmas or Easter. The children we serve always 
remain anonymous. To locate these children, or "Angels", our board members are 
constantly searching by contacting churches, school principals and by conversation with 
individuals throughout the parishes. Our donation officers go into the three -parish 
community to gather items from individuals, businesses, community groups and clubs. 
 We also accept monetary donations and will provide a receipt to donors for tax 
purposes indicating non-profit status. 
 Deadline for donations is December 15th. If you or someone you know are in need 
of a Christmas box, please contact us with necessary information by December 10th. 
We encourage homemade items for donations including but not limited to scarves, 
ornaments, small baby blankets etc. We request religious items to place within the 
boxes such as crosses, prayer cards etc. 
 To donate to this worthy cause, please contact Stacey LaCour, Founder/President 
at 318-472-6430; Nanya Powell, Secretary at 318-581-6402 or Donna Sue Stephens 
at 318-214-1371. We are wanting anyone displaced by the recent hurricane to visit our 
website for available help. www.facebook.com/groups/lordshands 

GETTING OLDER: 
• My goal for 2017 was to lose just 10 pounds. Only 15 to go! 

• I did a week’s worth of cardio after walking into a spider web…! 

• A recent study has found women who carry a little extra weight live longer than 
the men who mention it??? 

• Senility has been a smooth transition for me. 

• A thief broke into my house last night. He started searching for money, so I woke 
up and searched with him! 

• I think I’ll just put an “Out of Order” sticker on my forehead and call it a day… 
 
Just remember, once you’re over the hill, you begin to pick up speed!!! 

tel:318-472-6430
tel:318-581-6402
tel:318-214-1371
http://www.facebook.com/groups/lordshands


  

  

  

  

Page 11    Around The Town             October 2017 

CASA of Central LA, Inc. 
Serving the Children of Natchitoches, Red River and Sabine Parish 

2017 CASA Awareness Social Well Attended 

Attending the 2017 CASA Awareness Social 
Left to right: Shequantna Sanders, Advocate 
Supervisor; Anitra Moses, Advocate 
Supervisor; & Emily Dahl, Program Support 
Specialist  

Justice James T. Genovese speaking at the 
2017 CASA Awareness Social 2017 CASA Awareness Social attendees 

From left to right: 
CASA of St. Landry & Evangeline, Executive Director 
Madelyn Rosette; CASA of Central Louisiana Execu-
tive Director, Jack L. Duty; & Justice James T. 
Genevose 

CASA of Central Louisiana 
Receives Diversity Award 

Trinity Episcopal Donates 
Supplies for CASA School 

Children 

Left to right: Shequantna Sanders, Advocate Supervisor; Jack Duty, Executive Director; 
Anitra Moses, Advocate Supervisor; Emily Dahl, Program Support Specialist  

NEWSLETTER 

In Recognition of outstanding service and commitment, Louisiana CASA awarded CASA 
of Central Louisiana the 2016 Diversity Award. We are so proud to have received this 
award and hope that we can continue to help our community and reshape the lives of 
our CASA children. 

Trinity Episcopal Church supplied all of our school age children with book bags and 
school supplies for the upcoming 2017-2018 School year. A big Thank you to Trinity 
Episcopal and all those who donated for helping our children start their school year 
right!  

The 2017 CASA Awareness Social was held Thursday, August 17, 2017 at the Natchitoches Events Center. Our keynote speaker was James T. Genovese, Louisiana Supreme Court 
Justice, he spoke on the importance of CASA in our community and how one year of CASA advocacy cost less than one month of foster care. He stated “we need the public’s sup-
port. The public needs to know what CASA is and what the program stands for.” A child with a CASA volunteer is more likely to find a safe permanent home and half as likely to re-
enter the foster care system. 

1200 Keyser Ave., Suite B •  Natchitoches, LA 71457  
Phone: 318-238-2446 • Fax: 318-238-2445 

Website: www.casanat.org • E-mail: ed@casanat.org 
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Breelin Johnson joined our CASA team in 2014 and has worked 
over 80 hours in our program!  
We asked Breelin what has been the most rewarding aspect of 
being a CASA Advocate? He stated, "It actually changes. From 
seeing my very first CASA child achieve goals they set for them-
selves, to helping kids find families that truly love and want to care 
for them, to helping a young man find his way out of anger and 
violence, to a point of self-worth and pride in themselves. That is 
the most rewarding to me." 
 

Cynthia Harmon joined our CASA team in 2014 and has 
worked over 136 hours in our program! 
We asked Cynthia what drew her to become a CASA Advo-
cate? She stated "I wanted to be the voice of the child. To be 
an encouragement for children who feel life has left them 
behind, to be a ray of sunshine in a child's life." 

Georgia Hilton joined our CASA team in 2015 and has worked over 75 
hours in our program! 
We asked Georgia what drew you to become a CASA Advocate? She stat-
ed, "I want to use my voice to speak for those who don't have one. I feel 
useful when helping those who, through no fault of their own, need help." 

Yvette Ceasar-Williams joined our CASA team in 2010 and has worked 
over 400 hours in our program! 
We asked Yvette, "What has been the most rewarding aspect of being 
a CASA advocate?" She stated, "All the children I have been able to 
meet and them becoming a permanent part of my heart and mind. 
Seeing the children returned home is a great feeling. Most don't get 
that opportunity, but seeing their happiness when they are placed in 
an adoptive home lets me know that the right choice was made in 
their best interest." 

From the Executive Director’s Desk 
 

I am excited to say the 2017 CASA Awareness Social held on August 17th at the Natchitoches Events Center was 
a great success! The awareness social recognized the great work our volunteers do throughout Natchitoches, 
Red River and Sabine Parishes. Our amazing speakers that night did a tremendous job! Breelin Johnson, who 
has been a CASA advocate for Central Louisiana for 3 years now, spoke on the importance of helping these 
CASA children find a safe and permanent home. We also had two adoptive oms speak on their experience with 
CASA during their adoption journey. Our keynote speaker, Justice James T. Genovese, spoke on how important a 
role CASA plays in foster children’s lives. Thank you to all those who attended the evet and contributed to CASA 
of Central Louisiana! 
 

As always, I would like to thank each of you for your continued support of CASA of Central LA. Without you, we 
could not serve the children of Natchitoches, Red River and Sabine Parishes. The need for volunteers, especially 
male volunteers, is great in all three parishes. If you, or someone you know, is interested in becoming a volun-
teer, please do not hesitate to call our office or visit our website at www.casanet.org. Help us to serve the most 
vulnerable children in our communities. Lift up a child’s voice. A child’s life. 
 

Thank you, 
 
 
Jack L. Duty 
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10 Signs of Child Abuse: 
 

1. Unexplained injuries. Visible signs of physical abuse may include unexplained burns or bruises in the shape of objects. 
You may also hear unconvincing explanations of a child’s injuries. 

2. Changes in behavior. Abuse can lead to many changes in a child’s behavior. Abused children often appear scared, 
anxious, depressed, withdrawn or more aggressive. 

3. Returning to earlier behaviors.  Abused children may display behaviors shown at earlier ages, such as thumb-sucking, 
bed-wetting, fear of the dark or strangers. For some children, even loss of acquired language or memory problems may 
be an issue. 

4. Fear of going home. Abused children may express apprehension or anxiety about leaving school or about going places 
with the person who is abusing them. 

5. Changes in sleeping. Abused children may have frequent nightmares, or have difficulty falling asleep, and as a result may 
appear tired or fatigued. 

6. Changes in eating. The stress, fear and anxiety caused by abuse can lead to changes in a child’s eating behaviors, which 
may result in weight gain or weight loss. 

7. Changes in school performance and attendance. Abused children may have difficulty concentrating in school or have 
excessive absences, sometimes due to adults trying to hide the children’s injuries from authorities. 

8. Lack of personal care or hygiene. Abused and neglected children may appear uncared for. They may present as 
consistently dirty and have severe body odor, or they may lack sufficient clothing for the weather. 

9. Risk-taking behaviors. Young people who are being abused may engage in high-risk activities such as using drugs or 
alcohol or carrying a weapon. 

10. Inappropriate sexual behaviors. Children who have been sexually abused may exhibit overly sexualized behavior or use 
sexual language. 

 

Some signs that a child is experiencing violence or abuse are more obvious than others. Trust your 
instincts. Suspected abuse is enough of a reason to contact the authorities. You do not need 
proof. 

Abuse Hotline: 1-855-4LA-KIDS (1-855-452-5437) 

CASA of Central LA, Inc. 
Serving the Children of Natchitoches, Red River and Sabine Parish 

 Would you join us in making this holiday season a little brighter for abused and neglected children in Natchitoches, Red 
River and Sabine Parishes? Your contribution of $10.00 or more will help us provide Christmas gifts and other services for these 
children. 
 
 Each year CASA provides assistance to about 100 abused or neglected children in our community. When a child is 
removed from their parents, as a result of abuse or neglect, and is placed into the foster care system, many difficult decisions 
must be made regarding the child’s future. With assistance of Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) volunteers, our judges 
are better equipped to make decisions leading to children growing up in safe, permanent homes. The children we serve face 
enormous strife and recurrent changes. CASA volunteers are trained to make independent and objective recommendations 
regarding the best interests of the child and are often the most consistent adult in their lives. 
 
 Your generosity and support will lead to bigger smiles on the faces of many children this Christmas and give them hope 
for the morning when they no longer wake up in foster care. Please make your check payable to CASA and send it to CASA, 
1200 Keyser Ave., Suite B., Natchitoches, LA 71457. 
 
 For each $10.00 you donate, your name will be entered into a drawing for Special Edition Black Beats Solo3 Wireless 
Headphones. The drawing for the Beats Solo3 Headphones will be Monday, December 18, 2017, just in 
time for a Christmas present!  
(You do not have to be present to win.) 
 
 Thank you for helping.      (Donations to CASA may be deducted on your federal and  

           state income tax return) 
 

 
 
 Executive Director 

1200 Keyser Ave., Suite B, Natchitoches, LA 71457  -  Phone: 318-238-2446  -  Fax:  318-238-2445 
Website: www.casanat.org  -  Email: ed@casanat.org 
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CASA of Central Louisiana Pillars 
 

Clay Abington 

John Bernard 

Melissa Cloutier 

Clarence Baptist Church 

Edwin Dunahoe 

Jack Duty 

Kim & Nancy Fields 

Ken Hale 

Alice Hardison 

Lewis Hines 

Du-Jo Investment 

Doug Ireland 

Doris Kochinsky 

Mike & Connie McConathy 

Calvin & Karen McFerrin 

Rhodes Property Mgt. 

Larry & Germain Paige 

Shantura Payne 

Brenda Stamey 

Charles Todtenbier 

James Wagley 

David Waskom 

Debbie & Mark Waskom 

Sarah White 

Randy Williams 

 

To learn more about helping the abused and neglected children of 
Natchitoches, Red River, & Sabine Parishes by becoming a pillar 

call 318-238-2446. 

tel:318-238-2446


LET US HELP PUBLICIZE YOUR EVENT! 
If your church, service organization or non-profit  

has an upcoming event or fundraiser,  

please send to  

aroundthetownla@aol.com 

We’ll help spread the word!  

Please include a contact phone number. 
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650 San Antonio Ave., Many, LA • 318-431-1503 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
Steaks, Shrimp, Po-Boys, Pasta, Burgers 

Something for everyone! 

All-you-can-eat 
Boiled Shrimp 

Every Friday Night 
 

Thursday Night is 

BYOB 
(Build Your Own 

BURGER!) 
 

Live  

Entertainment 
Every 

Saturday Night 

OPEN  
7 DAYS A WEEK 

Mon-Thurs • 11am-9pm 
Fri & Sat• 11am-10pm 

Sun • 11am-4pm 

650 San Antonio Ave • Many, LA 

318-431-1503 
Valid through October 31, 2017 

Sweet Fruit Delights - The 
Sweetest Fruit at Even  
Sweeter Prices 
by Tommy O'Con 
 
     Summer of 2010 was the beginning of Sweet Fruit Delights. There was not a store 
of this type in the city or parish of Natchitoches. This unique store is family owned and 
operated with love. 
     Erica Williams is the owner of Sweet Fruit Delights located in the popular historic 
district of downtown Natchitoches. Assisting her with the daily operations is her 
grandmother, Marie Williams who serves as manager and her sister Britany Willams 
who is a full-time employee.  
     Erica needed extra money during medical school and Marie made sure the store 
remained open. "While I attended school in 2016, the business located to its present 
location at 628 Front Street and has grown tremendously," Erica said. Natchitoches 
customers are regulars as well as tourists.  
     "This place is awesome! The ladies there are so sweet! The chocolate covered 
strawberries and candy apples are so good. Everything is so reasonably priced. The 
fruit bouquets are beautiful. The candy apple I had was covered in caramel, then 
chocolate, then Reese's peanut butter cups and it was sinfully delicious, " said 
Shannon Thomas who recently visited the store. 
     The Christmas season is always a fun time to visit Sweet Fruit Delights. The store 
and its arrangements always make the season more festive. Preparations are now 
being made to accomodate the thousands of people who attend the annual 
Natchitoches Christmas Festival. 
      Sweet Fruit Delights is your one stop shop for edible fruit arrangements, 
chocolate covered strawberries, caramel apples and more. Visit their website 
at www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com to get a glimpse at the large variety of items 
they offer. You can also place your order online or call 318-352-5910.  Come by and 
see us soon! 
 

Photo Credit: Around the Town 

Erica Williams, Owner Marie Williams, Manager Britany Williams, Employee 

These are some of the various 

Sweet Fruit Delights arrange-

ments that are available for a 

gift or to treat yourself! 

5335 University Parkway 
Natchitoches, LA, US, 71457 

318-214-0700 

Free Wireless Internet Access 
Free Hot Breakfast 

Free Coffee & Local Calls 
Seasonal Outdoor Pool 

Laundry Facility & Gym Room 

https://maps.google.com/?q=628+Front+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com/
tel:(318)%20352-5910
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Remember to watch for children 
getting on or off school busses, 
riding bikes to school or walking. 
The beginning of the school year 
is the most dangerous time be-
cause we have not had to watch 
for them over the past three 
months. STAY SAFE and KEEP 
OUR CHILDREN SAFE! 



A & A Pest Solutions LLC 
 

PROMISES KEPT/SERVICES DELIVERED 
“HOME OF NEXT DAY SERVICE” 

Rodney C. Abington 

RODNEY@AAPESTSOLUTIONS.COM 

141 CASSIDY LANE 
MANY, LA 71449 

CALL RODNEY, DANIEL OR KYLE 
318-273-BUGS (2847) 
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CONTACT US 

Around The Town  -  Tommy O’Con 
P.O. Box 187 • Robeline, LA 71469 • 318-471-6948 

aroundthetownla@aol.com  

www.AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com 

Country Florist 
Opening at  
New Location 
 
 Country Florist in Many will be opening at 
its new location at 350 South Capitol Street in 
Many across from Warren Meadows Funeral 
Home, the former location of Ann's Flower 
Shop. The full-service floral shop will open at its 
new location on October 6th with a grand 
opening scheduled from 10 am - 12 noon. There will be a Chamber of Commerce 
ribbon cutting ceremony, live radio remote, door prizes and free refreshments. The 
public is invited. 
 Owners Ken and Sheila Leach will offer this area the finest in floral arrangements 
for all occasions. A full line of gift items will also be available including candles, kitchen 
and home wares, jellies, old-fashion sodas, jewelry and much more. A large selection 
of silk arrangements will be available and ready to go. 
 Country Florist is now  offering the new Perpetual Floral Cemetery Program which 
will prevent you from worrying about flowers for your loved one. 
 There are many ways to show honor and respect when some one becomes a 
memory. 
 Our service offers a variety of affordable packages that can help you continuously 
show that honor and respect for the memory of your loved one. 
 This program is excellent for family members who can not visit regularly.  Let us 
deliver flowers to the cemetery for your loved one.  We can set up a schedule of your 
choice. You can pay by the year or at each flower change. 
 A Photo of the headstone will be e-mailed or text to you at each flower change. 
For more info on this great service and for all your floral needs call Country Florist 
at 318-256-2288. 

Bobby Behan 
Mayor 

Gordon O’Con 
Chief of Police 

Would Like to Invite Everyone 
To the 

 

26th Annual  
Robeline Heritage Festival 

 

Come celebrate the history and culture of 
generations past at this annual fun-filled event. 

 
Reminisce and remember the good times!  

This family event, which began in 1991,  
presents the opportunity to renew old friendships. 

We would love to see you and your family 
in Robeline on October 6th and 7th. 

  

PAID FOR BY BOBBY BEHAN AND GORDON O’CON 
(Not paid for at taxpayer expense) 

tel:318-256-2288
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ONLINE EDITION! 
AroundTheTownla.wordpress.com 

SPOTLIGHTING YOUR 
AROUND THE TOWN TEAM 

 ROBERTA HOUGH is our graphic and layout artist. Although 
born and raised in the Pennsylvania/Maryland area of our 
country, she and her husband, Ray, moved to Louisiana back in 
2004. Having explored different careers, (including working for 
the Department of the Army at the Pentagon) her first love (after 
her husband and dog, Abby) led her to the field of graphic design 
and layout in the newspaper industry. 
 Roberta worked for several years for a publishing company 
in Lancaster, PA, creating ads and doing layout for their 15 area 
papers. Then, after relocating in Louisiana, she started her own printing business, Bar R 
Design and Printing, while working with her husband at his Derksen Portable Building 
dealership. 
 She hopes to continue working with Around the Town as well as the general public 
in the graphic arts field and appreciates the support received from the community in 
this endeavor. 

 TOMMY O'CON, Publisher, was born in Natchitoches and 
now lives in Robeline, Louisiana with his wife Dayna. He 
graduated from Robeline High School in 1973 and served as 
Mayor of Robeline for 32 years. He also served 16 years in the 
law enforcement field working for the Natchitoches and 
Sabine Parish Sheriff's Departments. He currently serves in the 
elected position of Ward 3 Constable for Natchitoches Parish. 
He also pastored the Saline United Pentecostal Church in 
Saline, LA and now attends The Life Church in Many. 
 Shortly after graduating from high school, Tommy began working in the 
broadcasting industry. He began broadcasting at KNOC Radio in Natchitoches and for 30 
years worked for several stations including KWKH in Shreveport. 
 Tommy began publishing the monthly Louisiana edition of Around the Town in 
October 2016 with 8 pages of good news. Since then it has grown to a 24-page full-color 
publication. He is very appreciative of the many readers, advertisers and contributors 
who continues to make his publication successful. Tommy is looking forward to serving 
larger territories in the very near future. 

 DEAN LAMBERT, contributor, is a Natchitoches Parish native 
that now lives in Many, La. with his wife Amanda. He graduated 
from Robeline High School and later earned a degree in Sociology 
from NSU. He served as the Many Police Chief for 23 years and still 
works part-time for the agency. Dean comes from a family of 15, he 
and his twin were the last born. Dean's dad was 78 years old when 
the twins were born.  
  Dean, who is a Civil War re-enactor, began his love of history 
researching his grandfather's service in that war. Dean is an avid 
writer and storyteller with most of his stories dealing with both 
family and local history.  
  

 RICKEY ROBERTSON, contributor, was born and raised in the 
Peason Community of Sabine Parish and has always been 
interested in the vast history of Wet Central Louisiana.  
 Rickey and his wife Patsy formed the Peason Historical 
Foundation Inc. in 2007 to help preserve the vast history of the 
sawmill town of Peason, the history and heritage of the Peason 
Ridge Heritage Families, and all the military history of this area. 
He and his wife founded the Peason Memorial Park that has 2 
historical markers and photo kiosks located on Hwy. 118 in the Peason Community.  
 He retired from State Police and now has more time to write historical stories. He 
is a historical researcher and historical writer for the Cultural Resources Section of 
Stephen F. Austin State University and he also writes for several local papers, which 
includes Around the Town. He has had several articles printed in Army Motors 
Magazine. And on top of his historical research and writings he has time to be an 
ordained Baptist Minister.  

 PASTOR JIM MANNING, contributor. The Life Church in Many 
Louisiana is pastored by Jim and Angela Manning. Originally of St. 
Louis, the Manning's have been Senior Pastor's at TLC since August 
2008. In 2010 they were thrilled to welcome their son Chase into their 
family, who also plays an important role in the various ministries in the 
church.  
 Pastor Jim graduated with a Bachelor's degree from Jackson 
College of Ministry in Jackson, Mississippi, and has served in ministry 
consistently since then. His wife Angela is also an anointed and very 
gifted speaker who ministers to the church often. One of the things 
Pastor Jim loves the most about pastoring is the opportunity to witness God 
transforming lives and families from brokenness to healing.  

 JOE JOSLIN, outdoor contributor, has fished Toledo Bend and 
Sam Rayburn Reservoirs for over 30 years and has been a full-time 
licensed guide since 1998. He specializes in Largemouth bass and 
fishes most all of Rayburn and the southern one half of Toledo which 
many feels harbors more than its share of lunker bass. 
 One of the best-known guides on Toledo Bend with ten bass over 
10 lbs. to his credit including the latest which was a 10 lb. 3 oz. south 
Toledo (Texas Island) large-mouth that was caught in April of 2013. 
His largest bass to date is an 11 pound 8 oz. beauty that was also 
caught in the Texas Island area of south Toledo in May of 2014. 
 In addition to guiding, Joe is a frequent tournament angler, outdoor writer for 
several newspaper/outdoor magazines and numerous websites. Joslin also frequently 
leads fishing seminars. 
 Joslin is based out of Indian Creek which is located on the southwest corner of 
Toledo Bend Lake on the Texas side which also is about 30 miles from Rayburn. 

 JUNIOR JOHNSON, contributor, was born in a loving 
sharecroppers home on CoCo Bed near the Village of Cloutierville. 
After finishing high school he enrolled at Northwestern State where 
he received a B. A. Degree in Sociology & Business Administration. 
After a short career as a Branch Manager for Bancroft Paper Co. in 
Tyler, Texas, Junior finally found his true calling as a Production 
Supervisor in the Offshore Oil & Gas Industry where he spent 32 
successful years. 
 A helicopter crash ended his career and left him with physical challenges, but he 
took this opportunity to keep himself busy and began a new hobby of writing little 
stories. 
 With the encouragement and support of his readers he submitted these short 
stories to a publisher and was Blessed to have his first book released last March 
entitled "Tales Of A Boy From Cane River".  Junior's book has given him much joy as he 
attends book signings and meeting new friends.  The fact that the book has been well 
received encouraged him to begin writing another story. 
 Junior just finished the manuscript for another book which his Editor has accepted 
and will be released in late November.  This is a fictional story set on CoCo Bed where 
he was born with the characters names coming from his family and friends.  Although a 
fictional story the names and places are real which should make it fun for the readers 
to put themselves into the story. The new book will be called "CoCo Bed Justice". 
 Junior finds writing very comforting and feels Blessed and appreciative that readers 
enjoy his work. 

 JENNIFER BYLES, contributor, is a long time resident of Sabine 
parish and graduated from Northwestern State University with a 
Master of Education degree. She is a 27 year veteran teacher who 
teaches gifted education. She is a published writer for the Louisiana 
Gardener magazine. She is also a Louisiana licensed horticulturist and 
business owner of “Creative Landscape and Lighting” in Many, LA.  

 MARY KEY BROCATO, contributor, of Many has journalism in 
her soul. With a master's degree in broadcast journalism and a 
bachelor's degree in journalism from Louisiana State University in 
Baton Rouge, Brocato has worked as a reporter/writer, 
documentary filmmaker, press secretary to Louisiana's former 
Governor John McKeithen, TV news producer and director, 
magazine editor, a high school English and speech teacher, and 
finally, head of the broadcast journalism program at Northwestern 
State University. 
 Although she's now retired, she just can't quit reporting, writing stories, and 
working with the media: print, broadcast and social media. She writes for five 
newspapers, does a weekly radio show on KTEZ,99.9 radio, writes Save the Date on FB 
as well as her personal FB page. She also submits stories to Shreveport and Alexandria 
TV news stations, and conducts investigative research for a New Orleans television 
news department. 
 Brocato now does volunteer work and migrates toward writing stories about the 
many events going on in the Many Cultural District. Brocato is also chairperson of the 
Many Cultural District Advisory Committee and a member of the Sabine Historical 
Society, and the Many Christmas Planning Committee. She plans "Music in Many", 
"Movies in Many", and other events at the Many Community Center, located in the 
old Sabine Theater which was renovated by the Town of Many almost five years ago. 
Brocato is also working with the Town of Many and the Sabine Historical Society, and 
the Cultural District Advisory Committee to restore and renovate the old KCS railroad 
station and turn it into an historical museum. "That's on our completion schedule for 
2018 with the opening to be coordinated with the Neutral Strip yearlong celebration 
which begins in early 2019," she said. 
 "Retirement is wonderful," Brocato said. "I get to spend quality time with my 
SEVEN dogs, I get to see my son Robert who's a critical care hospitalist, I get to travel 
anywhere in the world, and best of all, I get to help make my hometown and my 
Sabine Parish better places to live. That means so much to me."  
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THE DYESS LAW FIRM 
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE 

207 CHURCH ST. #106 

NATCHITOCHES, LA 

(318) 352-5880 

1035 SAN ANTONIO AVE 

MANY, LA 

(318) 256-5667 

WILLIAM DANIEL DYESS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Good  
News   
Only 

Featured  
in 

Around 
The 

Town 

Four Worms in Church! 
 A Minister decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to his Sun-
day sermon. Four worms were placed into four separate jars. 
 The first worm was put into a container of alcohol. The second worm was put 
into a container of cigarette smoke. The third worm was put into a container of 
chocolate syrup. The fourth worm was put into a container of good clean soil. 
 At the conclusion of the sermon, the Minister reported the following results: 
The First worm in the alcohol-DEAD! The second worm in the cigarette smoke-
DEAD! The third worm in the chocolate syrup-DEAD! However, the fourth worm he 
had placed in the good, clean soil was ALIVE!! 
 The Minister asked the congregation, “So, my friends, what did you learn from 
this demonstration?” 
 Maxine, sitting in the back, quickly raised her had and said, “As long as you 
drink, smoke and eat chocolate, you won’t have worms!” 
 That pretty much ended the service. 

NOTABLE QUOTES 
 

I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into 
prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and 
trying to lift himself up by the handle….Winston 
Churchill. 
 
Giving money and power to government is like 
giving whiskey and car keys to teenage boys... 
P. J. O’Rourke, Civil Libertarian 
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AROUND THE TOWN 
(318) 471-6948 

aroundthetownla@aol.com • 
www.aroundthetownla.wordpress.com 

 

Around The Town is published once a month by Tommy O’Con, located at 
114 Hennigan St., Robeline, LA. Locally owned and operated by Tommy 
O’Con. 
 
The publisher reserves the right to edit or reject any advertisement 
considered to be inappropriate for the purpose of this publication. Neither 
the publisher nor the advertiser will be responsible for unintended 
information, typographical errors, etc., appearing in this publication. Any  
opinions expressed by writers or advertisers are their own and not 
necessarily endorsed by Around The Town Publication and/or Tommy 
O’Con. 
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Programming today is a race between 
software engineers striving to build 
bigger and better idiot-proof programs, 
and the Universe trying to produce 
bigger and better idiots. So far, the 
Universe is winning. 
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LOCAL BUSINESS REVIEW 

THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD, AND THE 
FIRMAMENT SHOWS HIS HANDIWORK: PSALM 19:1-6 

7071 HIGHWAY 6 WEST 
NATCHITOCHES, LA 

(318)472-6430 OR (318)652-3248 
FACEBOOK.COM/ 

EVOLUTIONS.HAIRSALON.7/ 

“Home of the $75 Works” 

Get your Loyalty Card for Special Savings! 



Things I Notice as I Get Older! 

 #1 - I talk to myself, because there are times I need expert  
         advice. 
#2 - I consider "On Trend" to be the clothes that still fit. 
#3 - I don't need anger management. I need people to stop   
        making me angry. 
#4 - My people skills are just fine. It's my tolerance for idiots that needs  
        work. 
#5 - The biggest lie I tell myself , "I don't need to write it down.  
         I'll remember it." 
#6 - I have days when my life is just a tent away from a circus. 
#7 - These days, "on time" is when I get there. 
#8 - Even duct tape can't fix stupid - but it sure does muffle the sound. 
#9 - Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could put ourselves in the dryer for  
         ten minutes, then come out wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller? 
#10 - Lately, I've noticed people my age are so much older than me. 
#11 - "Getting lucky" means walking into a room and 
          remembering why I'm there. 
#12 - When I was a child, I thought nap time was punishment. 
          Now It feels like a mini vacation. 
#13 - Some days I have no idea what I'm doing out of bed. 
#14 - I thought growing old would take longer. 
#15 - Aging sure has slowed me down, but it hasn't shut me up. 
#16 - I still haven't learned to act my age. 
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THE CAJUN COOK 

ACTIVITIES PAGE 

 

                            All Purpose Cajun Marinade 
 
3 c Dry white wine 
1/2 tsp. Cayenne pepper 
1 tsp. Onion powder 
1/2 c Soy sauce 
1/2 tsp. Garlic powder 
 
Mix all ingredients together. Marinate the meat (beef, pork, chicken, or game) for 3 to 6 hours, 
then use the marinade as a basting sauce as the meat cooks on the grill. 

(From Justin Wilson's "Outdoor Cooking With Inside Help) 

 

Cajun BBQ Sauce 
 
1 tsp. Salt 
1/2 tsp. Pepper 
1 tbsp. Paprika 
4 tbsp. Light brown sugar 
1 med. Onion -- minced 
1 cup Tomato puree 
1/4 cup Butter 
1/2 cup Boiling water 
2 dash Worcestershire sauce 
 
Combine salt, pepper, paprika, brown sugar, onion, tomato puree, butter, water and Worcester-
shire sauce in a saucepan. Heat to boiling. Reduce heat and simmer for 2 hours. 

TRIVIA TODAY 

Which natural wonder is featured on the commemorative Oregon State Quarter? 
1) Old Faithful  2) Niagara Falls  3) Grand Canyon  4) Crater Lake 

 

ANSWER: Crater Lake is located in south-central Oregon in the western United 

States. It is the main feature of Crater Lake National Park and is famous for its 

deep blue color and water clarity. The lake partly fills a nearly 2,148-foot deep 

caldera that was formed around 7,700 years ago by the collapse of the volcano 

Mount Mazama. With a depth of 1,949 feet, Crater Lake is the deepest in the 

United States. In the world, it ranks ninth for maximum depth, and third for 

average depth. The commemorative Oregon State Quarter, features an image of 

Crater Lake on its reverse. 
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