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Easy Stop
On The Road

Econo Lodge Inn & Suites Natchitoches
5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA 71457
t 318.214.0700

www.choicehotels.com/LA163 Gold Award
2019

by Brad Raynes

 Mr. Ken Bhakta is the man-
ager at the local Motel 6, located 
at 7624 Hwy-1 Bypass in Natchi-
toches. He came from India to 
Natchitoches, Louisiana by way of 
Houston, Texas.
 Ken has been in America for 
over 20 years, working in the Ho-
tel/Motel/ hospitality business for 

the last ten. Since he arrived in this 
country, Ken has been in some of 
the largest cities in America and in 
some of the smallest towns. He pre-
fers small-town life and culture.  “I 
believe that the small-town culture 
is the life, the heartbeat of that town 
and should be cherished by the lo-
cal small-town residents. It should 
be the one thing that sets each small 
town apart from the other towns 
and cities”, he added.
 Ken enjoys sitting down 
and having coffee with folks and 
just talking about local events. He 
and I had a pleasant conversation 
about Natchitoches and some of the 
events in the local area. In particu-
lar, Ken wondered about the history 
of the Christmas Festival and how it 
started. I gave him a brief summary 
of the history and he was amazed 
at how it had grown from just one 

Leaving The Light On at Motel 6
or two strings of lights to the entire 
downtown area being lit. “This fes-
tival is part of your culture and is to 
be protected. It is something to be 
proud of,” Ken commented.
 A the conversation contin-
ued, I asked Ken if he understood 
the meaning of the Motel 6 slogan, 
“We’ll leave the light on for you”. 
Ken  replied that he thought it meant 
that people looked out for each oth-
er and he is right. In my younger 
days, if you invited someone over 
to your house for coffee, a meal or 
just good old-fashioned neighborly 
fellowship and they would arrive 
around dusk or after dark, you’d tell 
them that you would leave the light 
on for them. It was a sign that they 
were welcomed there and the light 
brightened the pathway into the 
house. And, that is exactly what Mo-
tel 6 wants its customers to know: 

that they are always welcome.  To 
show it, “We’ll leave the light on for 
you”.
 Ken invites folks that stay 
with them at Motel 6 to enjoy their 
stay…Have a cup of coffee and if 
you would like, sit and talk awhile. 
There are 90 rooms available, as well 
as a Banquet Facility that will seat 
100 people. There are 10 employees 
that will take care of you to ensure 
your comfort and make your stay 
pleasant.  Motel 6 also has local and 
airport transportation available for 
those that need it.
 If you need more informa-
tion, just call 318.357.8281 and Ken 
will be glad to help you!
 It's right in line with our lo-
cal culture here in Natchitoches….. 
Ya’ll come on over for a visit, and 
“We’ll Leave the Light on For You!”

 State Fire Marshal (SFM) 
deputies continue to investigate 
the circumstances surrounding an 
apartment fire involving two deaths 
in Coushatta.
 Around 10:45 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 18, the Red 
River Parish Fire Department re-
sponded to a fire call in the 100 
block of East Carroll Street. The 
structure was a former commercial 
building that had been converted 

into apartment units.
 Firefighters later discovered 
the bodies of a woman and 7-year-
old boy in the downstairs unit. The 
occupant of the upstairs unit woke 
to smoke in his apartment and was 
able to escape by jumping from the 
second floor. He was not injured 
during the escape.
 Official identification and 
cause of death of the victims are 
pending an autopsy by the Red Riv-

er Parish Coroner’s Office.
While an exact cause of the fire re-
mains undetermined, SFM inves-
tigators believe a heating device 
placed too close to combustible ob-
jects could be a contributing factor. 
Investigators also were not able to 
locate working smoke alarms in this 
home.
 The SFM would like to im-
plore all families to practice safe 
home heating by following these 
simple tips:
• Place space heaters 3-5 feet from 
combustible objects like blankets
• Plug all heating appliances directly 
into wall outlets, not power strips or 
extension cords
• Do not use stoves or ovens to heat 
homes
• Don’t overfill fireplaces/wood 
burning stoves
• Do not leave candles/open flames 
(or space heaters) left unattended
The SFM would also like to remind 

Mother, Son die in apartment fire in Red River Parish

all residents that smoke alarms 
make a significant difference in your 
chances of surviving a fire. Opera-
tion Save-A-Life partners with lo-
cal fire departments and districts 
to install smoke alarms for families 
that need them. You can find more 
information on the program on our 
website lasfm.org.
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  Throughout 
the state of Louisi-
ana, in every com-
munity and every 
parish, there are 
legends that have 
been left to us. 
In the little Cold 
Springs Commu-
nity in northern 

Vernon Parish there is the old leg-
end of Sambo Sanks. But just who 
was Sambo Sanks?
 Sambo Sanks first came to 
Rapides Parish as a very young boy 
as a slave. Sambo then came to 
Vernon Parish where he would live 
most of his life.  As I looked back at 
the story of Sambo he would have 
came into Alexandria La. by way 
of the Red River. This was how he 
was transported to another world 
that he did not know about. When 
Sambo got to Vernon Parish he 
could not speak correct English for 
when he was captured and sold as 
a slave his tongue was split and cut 
and he could not pronounce words 
correctly. And when he came to the 
McInnis Family home he got a good 
washing in the nearest creek with 
good lye soap. And guess what ! He 
had been dyed with potion made 
up of boiled walnut shells and was 
dyed deep brown. But that lye soap 
took the dye off him and he was 
not black! When asked what his 
name might be all he could say was 
“Sambo all me know”. When asked 
where he came from he would say 
“me don’t know, ma’am. All me 
know cross big water. Little boy, 
men, stole me, clip under tongue, 
black me, sell me slave, master see 
black coming off, take me to creek, 
help me wash, set me free”. So 
Sambo had been captured in some 
faraway land , had his skin dyed, 
and came across the ocean to be 
sold as a slave as a very young boy. 
Looking back into Sambo’s history 
and what little we know, he would 
have possibly been born around 
1830 far from Louisiana. But Loui-
siana and Vernon Parish were to be 
the only home he would ever know.
 Sambo was set free but he 
did not have a home or an actual 
family. He could not read or write 
and when he talked he was hard to 
understand. And he had no knowl-
edge of money or its value and 
would trade a dime for a nickel 
because the nickel was larger. But 
Sambo was known throughout the 
area for coming and working in the 
fields gathering crops, plowing and 
laying by the crops, cutting stove 
wood, and riving out wooden shin-
gles. All Sambo would ask for was 
bed and board, and some food for 
his work. And talking with some of 
the older folks and family mem-
bers around Peason, it is noted that 
Sambo also came into the Sawmill 

The Legend of Sambo 
Sanks  

Town of Peason and would work for 
those folks needing a handy man 
for a day or so and he even worked 
on the farms around Peason. One 
lady told me that her mother would 
make Sambo his favorite, an apple 
pie when he would work for them 
at Peason. He was known to always 
be smiling and happy no matter 
what the circumstances and he was 
a friend to everyone he came in 
contact with.  He would play with 
the children and about dark he 
would go possum hunting with the 
boys and their dogs.
 Sambo was known for get-
ting up very early in the morning. 
He would say “bray right ! ma’am. 
Bray right ! brit up!” (day light 
ma’am day light, get up ). Sam-
bo was known far and wide for 
his wood splitting. In his day ev-
eryone’s cook stove was a “wood 
stove” fired by split wood. Sambo 
would cut and split the finest stove 
wood and he could also rive out 
the finest and bet wood shingles 
to go on the roof of people houses. 
While cutting stove wood for J.M. 
(Jim) McInnis he told Jim “if you 
don’t rike it I pit”. (If you don’t like 
it I quit). But everyone loved Sam-
bo and his work. From around 1919 
until his death on January 2, 1930 
Sambo lived with Jim and Lydia 
McInnis. In his last 10 years of life 
the Vernon Parish Police Jury gave 
Jim’s wife “Aunt” Lydia a little mon-
ey to buy Sambo clothes and to 
mend and wash them.
 Christmas time in 1929 was 
a very harsh and cold winter. Many 
of us have been told by our Fa-
ther’s, Mother’s, and Grandparents 
of the terrible pneumonia epidem-
ics throughout the 1920’s and 30’s 
and of the children and adults that 
died of this disease due to no anti-
biotics such as we have in today’s 
world. During the Hard Times of 
the Great Depression all folks had 
were old country doctors who had 
very limited medicines to treat ill-
nesses with. While at the McInnis 
Home in the Cold Springs Com-
munity Sambo became sick with 
possible double pneumonia. While 
sick and laying near the fireplace to 
stay warm, Sambo told Aunt Lyd-
ia to read to him out of the Good 
Book. As she finished he pointed to 
one of the large sycamore trees in 
the McInnis homeplace yard and 
said “when me die plant one ( he 
pointed to the sycamore tree) on 
my grave. Sadly on January 2, 1930 
Sambo passed  away at the McIn-
nis Home. He was carried just the 
short distance to the McInnis Cem-
etery where he was buried. But the 
legend of Sambo still lives on. Each 
year at the McInnis Cemetery and 
Bonnet Chapel there is a Memorial 
Service held in the old Chapel built 
in 1914 during the time Sambo 

lived in this community and area. 
This service is held to remember 
our ancestors and all those bur-
ied in the McInnis Cemetery and 
is held the 2nd Saturday of each 
October. And everyone goes and 
pays their respects to their family 
members buried in the cemetery 
and a prayer is uplifted to the Lord 
while we stand at their gravesites. 
And yes everyone has to go and pay 
their respects to Sambo Sanks, the 
little small, smiling, hard working 
man who impacted Vernon Parish 
and surrounding communities.
 Retired Major General Er-
bon W. Wise has written many fine 
historical books and in one set of 
books he wrote there is informa-
tion about Sambo Sanks.  In” ’30 
Was A Good Year In Vernon Parish 
Louisiana “ under the deaths it is 
listed in the Leesville Leader dated 
February 13, 1930 the following: 
Sambo Sanks, died in Anacoco. He 
was called a “most unique charac-
ter: and was thought to have been 
brought to this country from Afri-
ca as a slave, His true age was not 
known but it was about 100.
 Sambo has been gone for 
89 years but his name is still men-
tioned. Talking with Lane Belsha 
near his home is 2 areas where 
Sambo helped to clear the forest 
land by “girdling” the timber. These  
areas are known as the “Sam Dead-
ening”. The method Sambo used 
was by cutting around the bark of 
the tree and letting it die in that 
manner. Once the tree died it 
could be cut for wood and the land 

Sambo Sanks pictured holding 
his pipe. He was small in stat-
ure but had a big heart and 
was a friend to everyone he 
came in contact with. (Lees-
ville Leader Photograph)

Sambo Sanks pictured at the 
Springer Place on Kisatchie in 
front of a large stack of wood-
en shingles. He is shown riv-
ing out wooden shingles for 
a used to cover the roof of a 
house. (Springer Family Pho-
tograph)

The author kneeling at the 
grave marker of Sambo Sanks in 
the McInnis Cemetery located 
in the Cold Springs Community 
near Anacoco, La. (Robertson 
Collection)

Footstone on the grave of Sambo 
Sanks in the McInnis Cemetery at 
Anacoco, La. (Robertson Collection)

 Picture of the J.W. “Jim” McInnis home in 
the Cold Springs Community. This photo 
shows the large stack of stove wood and 
wooden shingles cut by Sambo. This is 
also the home where Sambo died on Jan-
uary 2, 1930 in Vernon Parish. (Leesville 
Leader Photograph)

The original grave marker for Sam-
bo Sanks in the McInnis Cemetery. 
Inscribed on the marker is “His 
Memory Is Blest”. (Robertson Col-
lection)

cleared for farming. Only scrub 
trees are left in these old areas.
 So as you read this sto-
ry of the little vagabond who was 
brought to Louisiana from a far 
country as a slave be thankful in 
this season for everything you and 
your family have to hold onto. Sam-
bo had nothing, but he was happy 
wherever he was at and he had 
friends who watched out for him 
everywhere. Don’t you think we 
all need to have a little of Sambo’s 
good cheer and hard working ethic 
in us every day and to be as thank-
ful as he was for what little he had. 
We remember you Sambo !

Rickey
Robertson
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Leesville  Natchitoches   Tallulah  Mansfield
908 South 10th St. 1640 Breazeale Springs St. 804 Beech St.  7356 Hwy 509
Leesville, LA 71446 Natchitoches, LA 71457 Tallulah, LA 71282 Mansfield, La 71052
337-238-1274  318-352-9299   318-574-1453  318-871-1673

Federal funding being awarded to our health system 
. The more money we bring into our company and/or 

generate as a company, helps us create more jobs; provide 
elevated and more diverse Medical, Dental, Behavioral and 
Specialty Services and care for more of valued communi-
ty families. Our Board of Directors, dedicated staff and I 
humbly thank you for entrusting Outpatient Medical Cen-
ter Inc. with caring for your family and you – as caring for 
you is what we do at Outpatient Medical Center Inc. We 
remain steadfast in our resolve to bringing your family and 
high-quality, cost-effective, medically-appropriate personal 
and compassionate care. I close thanking you again for the 
opportunity to care for you and wishing your families and 
you a blessed new year!

Keeping You Informed And HealthyKeeping You Informed And Healthy
“Because caring for you is what we do.”

Carl I. Walters II.
Chief Executive 

Officer
Outpatient Medical 

Center Inc.

By: Carl I. Walters II., Chief Executive Officer, Outpatient Medical Center Inc.
Outpatient Medical Center Inc. & Your statewide Federally Qualified Health Center Community Impact Reports
Dear Community Families,
I am honored to share with you the following two re-

ports to help you see the impact your statewide Feder-
ally Qualified Health Center Primary Care Network and Out-
patient Medical Center Inc. are having on the state and the 
parishes in which Outpatient Medical Center Inc. operates. 
Outpatient Medical Center Inc. operates 8 multi-million dol-
lar health centers in the following parishes: Natchitoches 
(5 health centers in Natchitoches parish); Vernon parish (1 
health center) Madison parish (1 health center) and DeSo-
to parish (1 health center). We have also almost doubled 
our community financial impact (the amount of revenue we 
pump into the local economy) over the past three years and 
this is due to strategic health system expansionary efforts; 
more community families making Outpatient Medical Center 

Inc. their family’s primary care “home;” and elevated 
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PAT TODD, JR.

630 4th St.
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 332-1723
At Capital Realty, not only do we sell hous-
es, but we love commercial properties and 
land.  Right now, we are looking for land 
to sell. 

It is not uncommon to sell your land for up 
to $20,000 per acre in rural Natchitoches 
Parish along roads with water and electri-
cal available.  We also list larger tracts.

Call me, Pat Todd for all your real estate 
needs.

I have 40 years of professional sales expe-
rience.

Magnolia Lace Boutique

2214 Port Arthur Street        318-645-7333
Zwolle, LA 71486      magnolialace66@gmail.com

Come Tan With UsCome Tan With Us
Best Tanning Bed AroundBest Tanning Bed Around

Jennifer Elkins
Owner

5 Sessions - $15
10 Sessions - $30

Unlimited Wintertime 
Sessions - $30/mo

GQ FashionsGQ Fashions
hourshours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm
Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

“If we don’t have 
what you need - we 

can order it”

Men’s Dress 
Shirt

1 for $25
5 for $112

Solid Ties & 
Bow Ties

Dress Shirts & 
Vests

Men’s & Boy’s 
Suits

Richard Jacoby
318-652-0090

RENTER’S COVERAGE
Are you prepared when disaster str ikes?Are you prepared when disaster str ikes?

Let us help you make sure.
Your landlord does not protect your personal property!

Coverage from Independent Mutual protects against loss to your 
contents in your home.

Fire

Falling 
Objects

Windstorm
Including Tornado & 

Hurricane

Lightning
Smoke 

Damage

Reference Around The Town Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459
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Obituary And Death Notices

Brenda Katherine Bruce
 Funeral services honoring 
the life of Mrs. Brenda Katherine 
Bruce were held at 10:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, December 24, 2019 at Jen-

Jimmy W. Ingram
 Funeral services honoring 
the life of Mr. Jimmy W. Ingram, 
72, were held at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, 
December 22, 2019 at Bethel Con-

nings Chapel Congregational Meth-
odist Church in Marthaville, LA 
with Rev. Davy Fenton and Rev. Da-
vid Scott officiating. Visitation was 
held at the church on Monday, De-
cember 23, 2019 from 5:00 p.m. un-
til 8:00 p.m. Interment was held at 
Bethany Cemetery in Marthaville, 
LA. 
 Brenda was born on April 
16, 1947 in Monroe, Louisiana to 
Herman and Esther Lindow. She 
entered into rest on December 21, 
2019 in Shreveport, Louisiana. 
 Mrs. Bruce was employed 
with Pilgrim’s Pride in Natchitoches, 

Louisiana as a Payroll Clerk. She 
was an active member of Jennings 
Chapel Congregational Methodist 
Church. 
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents and son, Scott Bruce. 
 Left to cherish her mem-
ory is her husband of 38 ½ years, 
Butch Bruce of Marthaville, LA; 
son, Chris Bruce and wife Patty of 
Anniston, AL; daughters, Angela 
Katherine Dawson and husband Al-
len of Natchitoches, LA and Angela 
Faye Winfree and husband Justin of 
Denham Springs, LA; 15 grandchil-
dren and 4 great-grandchildren. 

 Serving Mrs. Bruce as pall-
bearers were Jared Townsend, Al-
len Dawson, Steve Birdwell, David 
Scott, Mike Birdwell, DeWayne 
O’Bannon, Tyler Dubois and Coy 
Birdwell.
 Honorary pallbearers were 
Jordan Bruce, Joshua Townsend, 
Allen Winfree, Nathan Winfree, 
Benjamin Dawson, Matthew Daw-
son and Logan Bruce. 
 The family would like to 
thank Dr. Wyche T. Coleman, Jr. 
MD for all his love, care, and con-
cern shown to Mrs. Bruce over the 
many years as her family doctor.

gregational Methodist Church in 
Pleasant Hill, LA with Bro. Brian 
Jennings and Bro. Glen Howard of-
ficiating. Visitation was held at the 
church on Saturday, December 21, 
2019 at 5:00 p.m. Interment was 
held at Ajax Cemetery in Ajax, LA.
 Jimmy was born on Novem-
ber 7, 1947 in Natchitoches, Louisi-
ana to Covey and Lela Ingram.  He 
entered into rest on December 18, 
2019 in Ajax, Louisiana.
 He was preceded in death by 
his parents; son, William J. Ingram 
and grandson, Grant J. Ingram. 
 Jimmy is survived by his 
wife, Linda S. Ingram of Ajax, LA; 
son, Bronson Ingram and wife 

Becky of Bossier, LA; brother,  Jeff 
Ingram of Schertz, TX; sisters, Rose 
Hennigan of Ajax, LA and Sarah 
Ingram of Surprise, AZ;, grandchil-
dren, Garrett Ingram of Lafayette, 
LA; Macey Ingram of Bossier City, 
LA and Caden Ingram of Bossier 
City, LA;  daughter-in-law, Francie 
Ingram of Ajax, LA and mother-in-
law, May Brown of Ajax, LA.
 Serving Mr. Ingram as pall-
bearers were John Vercher, Stanley 
Davis, Robert Wilson, Kerry Rawls, 
Jackie Birdwell and Tommy Bird-
well. Honorary pallbearers were 
Johnny Sims, Mott Birdwell, Ted 
Singletary and Gary Kilgore

Garland Joe "Midget" Powell
 Garland Joe Powell, age 59, 
of Marthaville, LA, passed away on 
December 19, 2019.  He was born to 
Bill and Betty Mae Jenkins Powell 
on March 8, 1960 in Zwolle, LA.
 Strength is measured, so 
often in this life, by the visible and 
external, yet there abides a strength 
that is deep and unseen, the strength 
of character. It shines through sim-
ple deeds, is felt by those in its vi-
cinity, and is unshakeable in its vir-
tue, and behind his soft smile and 
kind words, Garland possessed it. 
He lived by it. He loved by it. The 
inheritor of many exceptional qual-
ities, his father passed on a devoted 
nature that taught him to selflessly 
give and fight for those he loved, 
and from his mother, a sweet, kind 
nature that selflessly put others and 
their happiness first.  At the time of 
his birth, as Bill walked in to see his 
new baby boy, he was surprised at his 
new son’s diminutive stature, happi-

ly remarking to Betty that she gave 
him a “midget”. Little did they know 
at the time but contained within that 
tiny body was a titanic heart that for 
the rest of Garland’s life would ema-
nate an unconditional and consum-
mate love. The center of his life was 
his family; they came first, and each 
of them knew it. Alongside his dad-
dy and brothers, he worked hard for 
the family logging business, Powell 
Sawmill Inc., in whatever capacity 
he was needed. As Betty’s baby, he 
faithfully ensured that he made his 
momma happy in whatever way he 
could, and from her acquired an in-
nate passion for fishing. One day, by 
the covert arrangement of his sister, 
Lawanna, and a family friend, he 
drove after work to meet a young 
lady, Anita. As she walked out to the 
yard, prodded by her friend, he soft-
ly introduced himself, saying “My 
name is Garland, but everyone calls 
me Midget, but some people call me 
Cat.” From that moment, they were 
completely in love, and to Anita, his 
name became “Baby”. They could 
hardly spend a minute apart and 
married on May 23, 1987. Garland 
became a hopeless romantic, always 
wanting Anita to feel his intimate 
care for her. Often supported by a 
team of “assistants”, he consulted 
with them on every special occa-
sion to help him “knock her socks 
off ”. Their love blessed them with a 
daughter, Amanda, and Midget fell 
in love a second time. They spent 

countless hours together, especially 
where he was most happy, fishing. 
And when she married, and he be-
came a “Papaw”, he spent every mo-
ment he could spare with his two 
grandchildren. The food he loved 
reflected his simple tastes: first, his 
favorite was a Chocolate Pie, made 
by Anita or by Dana, his sister-in-
law; a strong second choice was his 
momma’s Banana Pudding reci-
pe, made by her or Laura Mae, his 
baby sister; and always, homemade 
biscuits and Lima Beans, only the 
little ones, especially if they were 
made my his older sister, Loretta. 
The fight of his life came when he 
was diagnosed with Multiple My-
eloma. For 6 years, he lost his ener-
gy and endured much pain, but not 
for a moment did he lose his faith 
in the Lord and unselfishly endeav-
ored to put his family’s needs above 
his own to the very end. Whatever 
name you knew him by, “Midget” or 
“Cat” fought like a giant for whom 
he loved and what he believed in. 
Never parting without a reminding 
“I love you” to his family, Garland’s 
life, his example, and his memory 
will forever echo those words in the 
hearts of his loved ones. 
 Left to honor his memo-
ry is his soulmate and wife of 32 
years, Anita Welch Powell;  daugh-
ter, Amanda Powell and husband, 
Josh Clark of Marthaville; brothers, 
Marvin Powell and wife, Teresa, of 
Belmont, Alton Powell and wife, Su-

san,  of Marthaville, and,  youngest 
brother and constant companion in 
many endeavors, Stacy Powell and 
wife, Dana, of Marthaville; sisters, 
Loretta Greifzu of Robeline, Lawan-
na Singletary and husband, Jason, of 
Marthaville, and Laura Strahan and 
husband, Steven, of Marthaville; 
grandchildren, Bella Ryann Clark 
and Jesse Raylan Clark; sisters-in-
law, Patsy Powell and Yvonne Raw-
ls  Powell; lifelong best friend, Gary 
“Boo Boo” Broadway; and host of 
nieces and nephews, extended fam-
ily and friends. 
 Preceding Garland in death 
are his dear parents and brothers, 
Nolan Powell Sr. and Dana Dean 
Powell.
 Serving as pall bearers were 
Nolan Powell Jr., Wesley Powell, 
Gary Broadway, Ricky Broadway, 
Michael Mitchell, Bill Powell, Cody 
Griefzu, and Colton Singletary.
 A graveside service hon-
oring his life was held Monday, 
December 23, 2019 at 10:00 am at 
Cedar Grove Cemetery, 4524 Cedar 
Grove Rd., Robeline, LA with Bro. 
Glynn Howard officiating. 
 Visitation for family and 
friends started at 9:00 a.m., prior to 
his graveside service.
 In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital, a special cause 
to Garland. https://www.stjude.org/
donate/donate-to-st-jude.html

See, OBITUARIES, Page 13

Evelyn Sowell Willis
Life Celebration Service was held 
Saturday, December 28, 2019, 
Goodwill Baptist Church on, 1342 
Holmes Street, Natchitoches, LA 
71457, 11:00 a. m.  The casketed re-
mains lied in state at the church for 
public visitation from 10:00 a. m. to 
service time.  Services were under 
the direction of the Winnfield Me-
morial Funeral Home.  Interment 
followed in the Lawrence Serenity 
Sanctum.
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Community Events
“Your Best Source For Community News And Events”

93rd Annual Natchitoches 
Christmas Festival
 Join us for the 93rd Annu-
al Natchitoches Christmas Fes-
tival from now to January 6th. 
Featuring more than 300,000 
lights & 100 set pieces, dis-
plays can be enjoyed each night 
at dusk. The festivities include 
both free and ticketed events 
throughout the season.
 Book your tickets today 
and enjoy both the rich history of 
the area and the joy of the sea-
son!

NSU Driver Education 
Course, January 2-6
 Northwestern State Uni-
versity’s Office of Electronic and 
Continuing Education will offer a 
driver education course Jan 2-6. 
Class time is 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in South Hall on the NSU cam-
pus. Driving schedules will be 
set once class begins.
 For more information on 
NSU non-credit programs, call 
(800) 376-2422 or (318) 357-
6355
 To register for classes, 
go to checkout.nsula.edu. To 
learn more about NSU’s online 
non-credit courses visit gatlin-
education.com/nsula  or ed2go.
com/nsu/

Natchitoches City Council 
Meeting, January 14
 Natchitoches City Coun-
cil will have a pre-council meet-
ing beginning at 5:00 p.m. and 
ending at 5:30 p.m. to discuss 
non-agenda items.
 The City Council meeting 
will begin promptly at 5:30 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Mon-
day of each month and will be 
reserved to only items on the 
Agenda.
 The public is invited to 
both the pre-council meetings 
and council meetings with the 
understanding that items not 
on the agenda will not be dis-
cussed at the scheduled council 
meetings, but the public is wel-
come to discuss any topic at the 
pre-council meetings.
 The City Council Meet-
ings are held at the Natchitoches 
Arts Center located at 716 Sec-
ond Street, Natchitoches, Loui-
siana

Natchitoches Home and 
Garden Expo, February 
29, 2020
 A Natchitoches Home 
and Garden Expo is scheduled 
for February 29, 2020 in down-
town Natchitoches from 11:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. This event is 
free and open to the public.

Benefit BBQ and Gun Raf-
fle
 A benefit BBQ and Gun 
Raffle is scheduled for January 
11, 2020 at Mitchell’s Barber 
Shop located at 60 Rebecca’s 
Circle in Zwolle.

The benefit will help defray med-
ical expenses for Karen Mitchell 
who recently underwent surgery 
for compressed and deteriorat-
ed disc and  blocked nerves.

The BBQ plate sale will be from 
10 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. and the gun 
raffle drawing will be held at 4 
p.m. There will also be a bake 
sale on the premises. The BBQ 
plates will consist of leg quar-
ters, potato salad, bake beans, 
bread and dessert. Any dona-
tions of cakes, desserts, drinks 
or paper goods for the bake sale 
can be dropped off at Mitchell’s 
Barber Shop.

Raffle tickets for the Remington 
270 Bolt Action rifle with scope, 
case and a box of ammo are $5 
each.

Individuals can call 318.663.5920 
to place orders for the BBQ 
plates or raffle tickets or can 
pre-order with PayPal southern-
gal9269@yahoo.com.

Divorce Care, January 1, 
2020
 Divorce Care, a special 
help support-group from indi-
viduals experiencing divorce 
and separation, will be held on 
Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
beginning Jan. 1, 2020 at First 
Baptist Church, 990 Main Street 
in Many.

For more information call the 
Many First Baptist Church Office
 at (318) 256-5655.

GED Program, January 2, 
2020
 Get your High School 
Equivalency through the GED 
Program by
attending free classes.
 Classes are held Tues-
day and Thursday each week 
at the Hemphill Housing Author-
ity located at 102 Ash Street, 
Hemphill, Texas 75948. These 
classes begin at 8:30 a.m. and 
end at 12:30 p.m. For more in-
formation call 936-288-9224.

Bible Based Church Group, 
January 7, 2020
  bible based church group 
meets each week at Hope Bap-
tist Church located 3 miles North 
of Many on Hwy 171. The meet-
ing is called grief share. Meeting 
are held every Tuesday at 4 p.m. 
There is no charge to attend the 
meeting. Group Share is led by 
Rev. Claude Weatherford and 
Rev. George Treutlein. Grief 
share is open to anyone who 
has  lost a loved one, friend or 
relative that needs comfort in 
dealing with the loss.

A Soldier’s Life
 Experience firsthand what 
life was like for a soldier at Fort 
Jesup in the 1830’s and 1840’s 
through hands on demonstra-
tions on Saturday,January 18, 
2020 from 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
at the Fort Jesup State Historic 
Site located 32 Geoghagan Rd, 
Many, LA.
 Guests will see military 
drills, historic weapons demon-
strations, cooking in the army 
kitchen, and can even fall in and 
learn to march and fight like a 
frontier soldier. For more info 
call 318-461-5376.

Bass Masters College & 
High School
 Cypress Bend Park is 
Hosting B.A.S.S. Nation on Jan-
uary 21 - 27, 2020 at Cypress 
Bend Park, 3462 Cypress Bend 
Dr., Many, LA 71449. For more 
visit https://www.bassmaster.
com/college-bass-fishing

FLW Pro Series Tourna-
ment
 Cypress Bend Park will 
host the FLW Pro Series tourna-
ment on January 30 to February 
1. Take-off is at 6 am and Weigh-
in is at 3 pm each day.
 The event will take place 
at Cypress Bend Park 3462 Cy-
press Bend Dr., Many, LA 71449. 
Please visit https://www.flwfish-
ing.com/schedule for more infor-
mation.

Sabine’s Got Talent
 5th Annual Sabine’s Got 
Talent will be held on Febru-
ary 7th at the Many Community 
Center at 7:00 pm. Have an act 
you would like to enter into the 
show?
 Visit us online for more 
information: https://www.eas-
terseals.com/louisiana/get-in-
volved/events/sabines-got-ta

Northwestern State Uni-

versity Winter Break
 NSU will be closed until 
Jan. 5 for the winter break. Ad-
ministrative offices will reopen 
Monday, Jan. 6. Spring 2018 
classes begin Monday, Jan. 13. 
Watson Library will will reopen 
Monday, Jan. 6. The Randall J. 
Webb Wellness Recreation and 
Activity Center will be reopen 
on Jan. 2.  Hours of operation 
through Jan. 11 will be 5:30 a.m. 
– 8:00 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturday and 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 
p.m. on Sunday. Regular oper-
ating hours will resume on Jan. 
12.
 
2020 Live Meet Opening 
Day
 Hosted by Oaklawn Rac-
ing Casino Resort will be held 
Friday, January 24, 2020 at 11 
am - 5 pm at the Oaklawn Rac-
ing Casino Resort. The event is 
open to the public.

The Lawless Free State of 
Sabine
 Hosted by the Mansfield 
State Historic Site·will be held  
Saturday, February 8, 2020 at 
2 PM – 3 PM at the Mansfield 
State Historic Site located at 
15149 Highway 175, Mansfield, 
LA 71052. The event is open to 
the public.

Natchitoches Home and 
Garden Expo
 Natchitoches Events 
Center will we the location for 
the Natchitoches Home and 
Garden Expo to be held Febru-
ary 29, 2020 from 11 am - 4 pm. 
The Event Center is located at 
750 2nd Street, Natchitoches, 
LA. The event is free and open 
to the public.

Down and Dirty Garden 
Seminar
          The Sabine Master Gardeners
will present a Down and Dirty 
Garden  on Saturday, February 29, 
2020 at the Cypress Bend Resort 
from 8:30 am To 3:00 pm. Lunch, 
Door Prizes, Raffles, Plant Sales 
& More. The resort Is located at 
2000 Cypress Bend Pkwy, Many 
LA 71449. Call (318) 256-5880 for 
more info.
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Herbert de 
Launay

  New Year's 
resolutions can be 
a sign of wisdom. 
My time is lim-
ited. What will I 
focus on? If we 
do not do things 
now, when will 
we do them? Will 
another year pass 
with me having 

the same list of things I want to do?
 Time is limited. A friend of 
mine died a few weeks ago. I had 
seen him at a meeting a few days 
before. I knew he had some health 
problems, but I never thought he 
was going to die so soon. My dog 
died a few days ago. I had taken her 
for a walk that morning. We just do 
not know.
 Beware of the great decep-
tion that we can do things later.
 Procrastination robs us of 
many opportunities. Is there an old 
relative you need to visit? Do not 
put it off until their funeral. Is there 
someone you need to thank? Do not 
wait until their funeral. If God puts 
someone in our thoughts, maybe we 
need to act on that thought.
 Are there people I need 
to visit more often? I need to set a 
schedule and start. Are there health 
issues I need to address, such as ex-
ercise or diet or seeing a doctor? I 
need to start doing it. I can call for 
an appointment.
 It could be things at the 
house, maybe a leak that needs fix-
ing. It could be education. One per-

son may need to get a high school 
diploma. Another may want some 
college classes. We can at least re-
solve to get some information and 
start planning.
 My time each day is limit-
ed. It is good to have a plan for each 
day. Perhaps in the morning or the 
night before, I can make a short list 
of things to do. Of course, I need to 
be realistic. Situations can change. I 
may have to adjust my plans. I need 
flexibility. I pray for guidance.
 My money is limited. I can-
not impulsively buy everything I 
want. I like to buy books. But I need 
to read the ones I have before I buy 
more. I need to be realistic and plan 
my spending. My check is monthly, 
so I need to plan on that basis.   I 
can plan for today. I can plan for the 
week. It helps to be specific. A class 
at the university is four months. A 
degree may require a commitment 
of a few years. Buying a home can 
require a commitment of decades.
 There are many options in 
life, but I only have twenty-four 
hours in a day. I only have seven 
days in a week. I look at what I want 
to accomplish. I pray for guidance, 
trying to understand where God is 
leading me. Then I use the time I 
have wisely.
 As we begin this new year, 
what are our goals? What do we 
want to accomplish? How can we 
start? Each new year and each new 
day are gifts. I need to use them 
wisely and productively.

New Year's Resolutions, 
Our Time Is Limited

Okinawa: The Final Battle

Dennis
Coleman

 In the few 
days prior to and 
including 'Veter-
ans Day 2019' I've 
read a great deal 
of the final battle 
of World War II--
the Battle of Oki-
nawa. This battle 
is of particular in-

terest due to my dad's service there. 
He served as a machine gunner in 
the 383rd Brigade of the 96th Infan-
try Division. The 383rd of  the 96th 
slugged it out unrelieved for the en-
tire 82 day campaign.
 From April 1, to June 22 
the 383rd endured and prevailed. It 
should be noted that the 96th suf-
fered the highest rate of casualties 
of any division and lost two general 
officers during the battle. Brigadier 
General Claudius Miller Easley fell 
to a sniper's bullet in late April, and 
Lt. General Simon Bolivar Buckner, 
who was Commandant of the 96th, 
was killed by artillery fire just two 
days before the remaining Japs sur-
rendered.
 The United States lost 12,520 
killed in action with as many as 
55,162 wounded while the Japanese 

had KIA numbers varying from 
77,166 killed to 110,000 killed with 
about 7,000 captured. Given these 
numbers it is obvious that the Japa-
nese would fight to the death, most 
did. Those who knew and survived 
knew this was hell.
 Many o f the 'household' 
names of the war in the Pacific had 
major roles in the Battle of Okina-
wa: Admirals Nitmitz, Spruance 
and Halsey as well as Generals Still-
well and Geiger in addition to the 
two mentioned above were there. 
One young Brigadier General who 
served on General Buckner's staff 
was the future Governor of Texas, 
William P. Clements.
 The men of the 96th were 
trained hard and fought hard. In 
the Battle of Leyte in late 1944 they 
learned that at least 20 wounded 
American GIs had been bludgeoned 
and bayonetted to death by the re-
treating Japanese. From that day 
until the final Jap surrendered on 
Okinawa the men of the 96th lived 
to kill Japanese.
 One major development 
in battlefield technology was the 
introduction of the 'Starlight' rifle 
scope. Both sides utilized snipers, 

but with the starlight scope the U.S. 
had a definite advantage. One snip-
er stated that the Japs would come 
out of their caves at night to cook 
their rice and just 'stand around.' He 
would 'dispatch' one and the others 
would briefly scatter only to come 
back to their fire where he would 
repeat the action. But in the light 
of day the battle wore on, Attacking 
and getting prepared for the count-
er-attack... mortars, artillery, tanks, 

flame throwers, grenades, rifles and 
bayonets until finally, the killing 
and dying was over.
 Okinawa, as it turned out 
was the final battle of WWII and 
for the 96th Infantry Division. In 
August of 1945 Japan surrendered 
and it was properly decided that the 
troops of the 96th would not likely 
be suited for any duty requiring 'tol-
erance.'

Dean Lambert

 I was young, 
nearly too young 
to remember, but 
enough memory 
remains to piece 
it together.  Back 
in the early fif-
ties, Dad was a 
member of the 

police jury in Natchitoches Parish. 
He would go to monthly meetings 
at the Natchitoches Courthouse and 
on rare occasions Dale and I would 
be invited to ride with him.
 While dad was in the meet-
ing, we would spend the entire time 
outside at the fountain located just 
around the corner from the main 
entrance. My mother would stay 
in the Studebaker truck and keep a 
watchful eye on us.
 Being in town was special, a 
rare treat and it was the goldfish that 
captured our attention. In the pool 
below the stone fountain, a half 
dozen shiny and fat goldfish swam 
about without a care in the world. 
We certainly were not familiar with 
goldfish; no fish bowls had ever 
found their way into our house. For 
you see the only creatures that were 
allowed around the home place 
had to contribute in some way. If it 
didn’t produce milk, or supply meat, 
or lay eggs or warned of nightly in-
truders with a bark, normally it was 
not welcomed. Goldfish certainly 
could not meet that standard.
 However it was another trip 
Dad made to the courthouse I re-
member most, he would dress up, 
in coat and tie, then on his way out 
of the house he would open up the 
mantel clock, it had a large wood-
en drawer, and removed his false 
teeth, slip them into his coat pock-
et and climb into the old truck and 
head out. Now why both my parents 
kept their teeth in the mantel clock, 
I simply do not know. The man-
tel clock was not located above the 

mantel, but in the hallway, upon a 
shelf. It was where the stairs once 
came down from the second floor, 
before that area was sealed off back 
in the 40’s, because of a fire. They 
really never talked of the fire, it was 
rarely brought up, but it always in-
trigued me.
 So on this day, dad drove 
off and left us all behind and soon 
he arrived at the courthouse and as 
usual, he reached into his right coat 
pocket and slipped his teeth into 
his mouth as he climbed to steps 
and entered the courthouse. But on 
this day, problems quickly came his 
way, as he got to the meeting room, 
he still had not got the dentures in 
place and he found himself doing 
more grunting & mumbling than 
speaking as he made his way around 
the other members and to his chair. 
It was then he decided for some rea-
son, his gums had swollen during 
the night. The teeth moved around 
and around in his mouth for the 
whole hour or so, never settling into 
place. He had little to say, very little.
 As soon as the meeting was 
over, he quickly removed the den-
tures, which was a great a relief. By 
now his gums were indeed sore. 
Back into his coat pocket they fell 
and he was more than delighted to 
leave the city and head the pickup 
through the woods and back home. 
 When he arrived home, my 
mother was waiting at the door, 
in her hands was a washcloth, and 
wrapped inside the cloth…. were 
his teeth…..and by the look in her 
eyes,… he knew… he knew what 
she wanted….she wanted her teeth 
back……..I’m not sure what adven-
ture she had with his dentures...but 
he was more than glad to swap the 
choppers. I don’t think my mother 
ever stored her teeth anywhere near 
his again.  And I’m thinking that 
was closest my mother ever came to 
attending a police jury meeting.

The Wrong Toothpick
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 Let’s be hon-
est, when Febru-
ary rolls around, 
many of us usually 
skip the sched-
uled Black His-
tory Month cele-
brations and just 
spend the month 

like we spend any other winter 
month: watching the Super Bowl 
(especially the commercials), hiber-
nating, going on Valentines dates, 
attending indoor parties and maybe 
more hibernating. The sad truth is, 
history bores most of us and the dry, 
academic ways it is usually present-
ed to us do not help the situation 
one bit.

 Well, it appears, the Natchi-
toches Parish Library may have a 
remedy for this annual dilemma. 
This year they will make it fun to 
learn black history by hosting a bin-
go game in which players will learn 
black history as they enjoy playing 
the game.
 Participants will get also an 
opportunity to win three top prizes 
to boot (a friend gleefully pointed 
this out to me).  The event is called 
“Black History Bingo” and the name 
tells all you need to know.  In short, 
if you can play bingo you get the 
whole concept already.  The game 
will take place at 6:30pm, Thursday, 
February 13, 2020 on the library’s 
first floor (near the Children’s sec-
tion).  All ages can participate.  
Think family fun. In the interest of 
full disclosure, I am a volunteer.
 In my admittedly not unbi-
ased opinion in the last few years, 
the Natchitoches Parish Library 
has put together some of the most 
creative and interesting Black His-
tory Month events in town. It has 
featured events ranging from eve-
nings celebrating the achievements 
of black women to inspiring gospel 
music concerts.
  The library will offer other 
Black History activities throughout 
February. For details visit natlib.org. 
So brush up on your Black History 
(and your bingo skills).
 Here are some rare Black 
History facts related to the creation 

Edwin Crayton

of the Martin Luther King Holiday:

 Question 1: Which popular 
singer led the movement to set aside 
a holiday to honor Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.?
Question 2: Which President was 
in office when the Dr. King Holiday 
was signed into law?
Question 3: Which North Carolina 
senator opposed Dr. King’s holiday 
with great vigor?
 Answers: 1) Stevie Wonder 
worked for 15 years to make the 
holiday a reality despite opposi-
tion from some hostile politicians. 
Wonder was helped by entertain-
ers such as Reggae star Bob Marley, 
Michael Jackson and Poet Gil Scott 
Heron. 2) President Ronald Regan 
who originally opposed the holiday, 
signed the bill in November 1983 
and it went into effect in 1986  3) It 
was Senator Jessie Helms, who was 
so opposed to the holiday he led a 
filibuster at one point. (facts from 
medium.com/cuepoint)
 Local Shout Outs:   Winter 
is a particularly tough time for the 
homeless. Help the Natchitoches 
Coalition on Homelessness. They 
are helping feed families and indi-
viduals and assisting them in their 
efforts to get off the streets and into 
safe living spaces. Every last Thurs-
day of the month there is a share a 
meal soup kitchen. Call Helen at 
313-296-3128.
  The Natchitoches Com-
munity improvement Foundation 
(NCIF) has its first annual meeting 
of the year on Tuesday, January 14, 
2020, 7pm at First Baptist Amulet 
Street.  The public is encouraged to 
attend and participate.  This foun-
dation is charged with distributing 
1.8 million to citizens of Natchi-
toches in the form of grants and 
scholarships in the areas of rec-
reation, housing, education and 
economic development. NCIF has 
several seats available on its board. 
To nominate someone have your 
church or community group send 
their name to NCIF, P.O. Box 606, 
Natchitoches, LA  71458.
 Jesus said, “Allow the chil-
dren to come to me (Luke 18:16).” 
Many children in Natchitoches need 
a ride to a Christian church in order 
to come to him. If your church is 
willing to help a child get to church, 
call 22:6 Youth Program for details 
at 318-623-2466. Visit 226youth.org

Black History Brief:
Library Event Will Use 
“Bingo Game” to Teach 
Black History

 With a new 
year upon 
us, it’s a good 
time to look 
back.  Let’s 
play 20 ques-
tions to see 
who remem-
bers what 

you read in the 2019’s StayCation 
articles.  It’ll be fun.  We will start 
with an easy one.

1. What is the Capital City of Loui-
siana?
Hint: Its name means Red Stick

2. Where can you find the zoo 
along the Mississippi River and 
located behind the park with the 
same name? 
Hint: It’s in the city with Streetcars. 

3. Do you know the name of the 
Zoo? 
Hint: It was named after the fa-
mous Birds of America artist.

4. What city can you find the light-
house that stands 37 feet in the 
air?
Hint: It’s the city that has a 21-foot 
seawall protecting it.  

5. On what ‘Trail’ will you find 
both Rutherford Beach and Holly 
Beach?  
Hint: It is over 200 miles long.

6. In what city was it mentioned 
that you could find Oak Trees 
loaded down with moss and a gulf 
breeze rustling their leaves?
Hint: It has a refuge for alligators 
that is also a bird sanctuary.

7. Where can you find over 2500 
sq miles of swamps and wetlands?
Hint: It is the parish that starts 
with the letter T.

8. What city is named after an 
American Native Indian Tribe that 
occupied the area?
Hint: It was founded in 1834 and 
known as Bayou Country because 
of its many mocha-colored bayous 
around the area.

9. In what city, can you find an 
authentic oil platform open to the 
public?
Hint: It’s host of the Louisiana 
Shrimp and Petroleum Festival.

10. On what island, would you find 
the Rip Van Winkle Gardens?
Hint: It was built in 1870 by the ac-
tor who portrayed Rip Van Winkle.
How are we doing?  Have you got 
them all correct or have you gotten 
stumped by one or two.  Let’s try 
another round.

11. What two cities are divided by 

Louisiana Stay-Cation-
20 Questions 

Patricia Mouton

the Quachita River?
Hint: It’s the birthplace of Delta 
Airlines.

12. In June, we took a trip.  Where 
did we go?
Hint: 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
is an important landmark there.  
(Had you ever visited the city?

13. Had you ever visited the city in 
question 11?
Hint:  It’s a yes or no answer, there 
is no hint. Yet, we’d love to know if 
you enjoyed that articles.

14. What drink was first bottle in 
Monroe?
Hint: It was developed by the 
chemist John Pemberton.

15. What city is said to have been 
founded by accident?
Hint: The area was first occupied 
by the Tunica-Biloxi Indian Tribe.

16. Where can you find the 
world-famous pepper sauce?
Hint: It gets its great flavor for the 
salt mines.

17. What city sits in two parish-
es – Iberia Parish and Vermillion 
Parish?
Hint: It is the best place to get 
fresh seafood.

18. What city would you Shadow 
on the Teche?
Hint: It was incorporated in 1839, 
is the largest city and the parish 
seat.

19. In what city, can you find the 
USS Orleck Museum?
Hint: The city has the same name 
as the lake it surrounds.

20. In what state, can you find all 
the cities, towns and parishes?
Hint: It’s a great place to StayCa-
tion in!

To find out 
more about 
traveling our 
beautiful state, 
please visit
www.louisianatravel.com

Louisiana
Home

Answers:
1. Baton 

Rouge
2. New Orle-

ans
3. Audubon 

Zoo
4. Morgan City
5. Creole Na-

ture Trail
6. Grand Che-

nier
7. Terrebonne 

Parish
8. Houma
9. Morgan City

10. Jefferson 
Island

11. Monroe/
West Mon-
roe

12. Washington 
DC

13. Yes or No
14. Coca Cola
15. Marksville
16. Avery Island
17. Delcombre
18. New Iberia
19. Lake 

Charles
20. Louisiana!
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NUZIEBELL’S
FLEA MARKET

Indoor ShoppingIndoor Shopping
VENDORS WELCOMEVENDORS WELCOME

CALL 409-625-1606CALL 409-625-1606

6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas6267 Hwy 21 East, Hemphill, Texas

GREAT   LOCATION   FOR
 GARAGE   SALES

FRIDAY -  SUNDAY • 9  to  5FRIDAY -  SUNDAY • 9  to  5

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTSSWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your Orders NOW
318-352-5910318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
              Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

OpenOpen
Sunday - Thursday Sunday - Thursday 

11-9pm11-9pm
Friday & SaturdayFriday & Saturday

11-10pm11-10pm

Best Salsa in Town!

Best Salsa in Town!

Phone 318-256-1338 

Phone 318-256-1338 

Happy Hour

Happy Hour

Sunday-Thursday 

Sunday-Thursday 

4-7pm
4-7pm

11838 Texas Hwy, Many, Louisiana 7144911838 Texas Hwy, Many, Louisiana 71449

Uncle Wayne’sUncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

Southern LaDeezSouthern LaDeez
New Location:

865 San Antonio Avenue (Old Many Pawn Shop)

33 Vendors Including San Antonio Rollz Coffee & Gift Shop
Antiques, Gifts, Home Decor & More

San Antonio Rollz Coffee & Gift Shop
located inside Southern LaDeez

Owners: Robbie Edwards and Laura Vines

Store Hours:
 Tuesday - Friday

10 am to 5 pm
  Saturday- 10 am to 3 pm

Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent
Nakeria Conday - Receptionist

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners
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 The 2019 Young Achievers 
Award goes to Savanah and Siar-
ah Hall, two sisters who have al-
ready accomplished much in their 
lives. Their story is an inspiring and 
unique one.
  Savanah and Siarah Hall 
moved to Sabine Parish in 2009. 
They were born to biological par-
ents who were both addicted to 
drugs and who both chose drugs 
over being parents. The sisters en-
dured neglect, abuse and repeat-
ed abandonment, but came out of 
their experiences strong and with 
hopes not altogether dashed by 
their sad situations.
  Savanah once wrote, “We 
were born in 1998 and 1999. Our 
parents (to be more accurate,the 
people who biologically created 
us) we both in their early 20s when 
they had us.
  Siarah wrote, “To us, our 
“parents” were both good parents. 
We didn’t know any better, at least 
not for a while. They loved us, I 
can only guess. They took care of 
many of our basic needs. I mean we 
didn’t die or suffer any permanent 
physical damage from their parent-
ing.”
  ”We loved them both. 
I think we did anyway. Drugs, 
though, often and probably usual-
ly stood in our way when we were 
kids. We grew to hate drugs and to 
hate what they did. We didn’t use 
drugs, of course, but that didn’t 
matter to the drugs. They found a 
way to affect our lives…to butt into 
our lives. And later on, drugs affect-
ed the lives of our younger siblings 
as well.
  Siarah added, “You could 
say we grew up with drugs. They 
were almost always around us in 
one way or another. We either saw 
them or smelled them at any given 
time, or saw the effects of them 
on people around us. And, looking 
back with 20/20 eyesight, we saw 
the effects of them on us.
 Savanah wrote, “People sometimes 
ask me if I knew things were “dif-
ferent,” or if I knew things “weren’t 
normal” when we were little kids 
being around drugs and all the 
mess that came with them. When 
you are a kid, though, you only 

know what you know and what you 
know is, well, I guess you could say 
normal.
  Siarah then wrote, “For us, 
normal was drug use.
  Savanah then explained, 
“Our normal was our mom sleep-
ing most of every day, our dad dis-
appearing for many hours or many 
days at a time. Normal was moving 
to different houses with regularity 
but not enough regularity to real-
ly be regular. Normal was eating at 
irregular hours… even eating some-
times just whenever we could find 
something.
  ”Our normal was filled with 
sudden personality changes in ei-
ther or both of our parents. These 
changes, which could be quite ex-
treme, we often witnessed daily 
and, many times, throughout a sin-
gle day.”
  ”Our normal was seeing 
a lot of fighting between our par-
ents and, later, between our mom 
and her boyfriends and her family 
members. Our normal involved a 
lot of strangers coming and go-
ing to our “home”, or us coming 
and going to plenty of strangers’ 
homes, even having them live with 
us sometimes and us living with 
them sometimes.”
  ”Our normal was seeing 
drugs in our house and in our ve-
hicles, and seeing things that are 
used to take drugs.”
  ”To us, those were the sort 
of things which were normal.  ”Un-
til they start seeing more of the 
world, kids really don’t know what 
is normal or what is different.
 From Siarah came these 
words: “Our normal was a bit “cra-
zy.” We know that now. We did not, 
however, know that then.
  ”I suppose when people say 
it’s important for parents to set a 
good example for their kids, it just 
may be so their kids will have an ac-
ceptable and stable picture of nor-
malcy, or, at least, not a crazy, way-
out-there, anything goes picture of 
what normal is… or isn’t.
  ”To us, as little kids, drug 
use was normal. Drugs were nor-
mal. Seeing and smelling drugs was 
normal. Jack Daniels whiskey was 
a normal drink for our parents. So 

as far as we knew, it was a normal 
drink for all adults.
 ”A mother and father whose per-
sonalities rapidly cycled from one 
end of the pole to the other — that 
was normal also.
  ”There were no normal 
eating times for us. Normal was 
to eat when there was food and, if 
we were lucky, eat when we were 
hungry. There were no normal bed 
times, or normal get-out-of-bed 
times, no normal nap times. Nor-
mal was go to bed whenever, get 
up whenever, nap or don’t nap… 
just whatever. There were no nor-
mal bath times, or even so much as 
regular baths, in general. Bathe… 
whenever.
  ”Our normal was pretty 
much anything goes, “concluded Si-
arah in the paper she wrote about 
the lives of her and her sister.
  Savanah and Siarah’s lives 
finally changed for the better when 
the two sisters were fostered and 
then adopted by Marion and Shan-
non Clements-Hall, owners of Sat-
Com Computers in Many.
  But the girls, in their hearts, 
never left their brothers and sis-
ters behind. They had five biologi-
cal siblings, three whom they were 
particularly close to. Last February, 
Savanah and Siarah learned one of 
their biological siblings had died 
under tragic circumstances.
 Their brother, Solan Peter-
son, had just turned 13 when he 
took his own life in a juvenile deten-
tion center in nearby Coushatta. He 
had been incarcerated at the Ware 
Youth Center for setting fire to a roll 
of toilet paper at the middle school 
he attended. Solan was a good stu-
dent and a good kid with no prior 
incidents of trouble. Once the toi-
let paper roll ignited, he quickly 
informed adults at the school and 
the fire was extinguished with no 
injuries resulting.
  When Savanah and Siarah 
learned of these details, and that 
Solan had been put in solitary con-
finement for days at the detention 
center, they determined some-
thing needed to change. Solan was 
scheduled to have a psychiatric 
evaluation one month after he was 
first incarcerated. But for one long 
month, he was to sit in a prison 
cell, alone with only his thoughts of 
years of abuse and abandonment. 
He killed himself by hanging him-
self with a bedsheet, 3 days after 

another youth there had killed him-
self the same way.
  Savanah and Siarah were 
determined that their little broth-
er’s death would not be forgotten 
and that things must change for 
the better — that Solan’s life must 
count for something.
  Savanah and Siarah teamed 
with representatives at Louisiana 
Center for Children’s Rights and 
eventually with members of Solan’s 
adoptive family.
 Legislation was created to give 
judges guidelines when consider-
ing cases involving juveniles who 
are not accused of violent crimes. 
The girls met with members of the 
Louisiana House and Senate as well 
and spoke before panels in last 
Spring’s Legislative Session to get 
the legislation passed.
 They also agreed to interviews with 
area media to help inform the pub-
lic about the goals of the legisla-
tion.             
 Once Solan’s Law passed 
and was signed into law by Gov. 
John Bel Edwards, the girls imme-
diately began looking to the future, 
seeking to make further changes in 
state laws regarding juvenile justice.  
Specifically, they are continuing to 
seek to see the practice of placing 
juveniles in solitary confinement 
prohibited and to require that psy-
chiatric evaluations be conducted 
immediately on children entering 
a juvenile detention facility, rather 
than scheduled for days, weeks or 
even longer into the future.
  KTBS TV NEWS once asked 
Siarah Hall, “You guys aren’t done 
fighting for your brother?” 
 Her response: “Absolutely 
not. No. We won’t stop until there’s 
major change that is understood 
and enforced.”
  But for now — the sisters 
say Solan’s Law is a big step in the 
right direction.
  ”This is a win for Solan. 
Hopefully, the first of many,” Sava-
nah Hall said.
  Both Savanah and Siarah 
are graduates of Many High School.
  Savanah is 20 years old. She 
is a student majoring in history at 
Northwestern State University. 
When asked why history, which she 
gets asked often, she replies “Why 
not?” She is undetermined on the 
precise path she wants to take for 
her future, but has plenty of ideas.

(Continued on page 11)

2019 Young Achiever 
Award Recipients Named
by Mary Brocato
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THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

Savanah began learning to fly a 
plane before she knew how to 
drive a car, and today she continues 
to have a deep passion for aviation. 
She is also a certified personal fit-
ness trainer and is the manager of 
All Hours Fitness in Many.
  Siarah, 19, is an honors stu-
dent at Louisiana Tech University, 
majoring in environmental science. 
She is a certified diver and has a 
deep love for the oceans and ma-
rine life. Siarah spearheaded the 
launch of a sustainability organiza-
tion at Louisiana Tech and volun-
teers on various projects at school. 
She is a fitness enthusiast and has a 
quest for adventure.
  Both girls love traveling and 

Young Achiever Award
Recipients (Continued from page 10)

spending time with good friends 
and their family. Their lives are far 
different than their younger years 
were.
  Although the sisters had an 
extremely difficult start in life, they 
have already made their lives count 
for something. We predict that 
these two achievers will truly make 
a difference in our community, the 
state and perhaps even our country 
and the world.
  For all these reasons and 
for what they have already accom-
plished, the Many Christmas Festi-
val Committee is proud to name Sa-
vanah and Siarah Hall as the Young 
Achievers of 2019.

 When you 
hit January 1st --- 
it’s like a Monday: 
“the beginning has 
arrived”.  It’s the 
day where New 
Year’s Resolutions 
are created and 
your year begins 
anew.  One popu-
lar “resolution” is: 

“Diet”.  This comes in a variety of 
formats.  Diet from sugar, diet from 
fat, diet from fruit, diet from starch-
es, diet from meat, diet, diet, diet. 
 Diet has been associated 
with restriction.  The truth is, the 
noun “diet” has four definitions, ac-
cording to Merriam Webster (2019):
1) food and drink regularly provid-
ed and consumed (example: a diet 
of fruits and vegetables)
2) habitual nourishment (example: 
links between diet and disease)
3) the kind and amount of food pre-
scribed for a person or animal for 
a special reason (example: she was 
put on a low-sodium diet)
4) a regimen of eating and drink-
ing sparingly so as to reduce one’s 
weight (example: going on a diet)
 If you notice --- there’s only 
one of these definitions that in-
cludes restrictions.  As a dietitian, I 
think my favorite definition is “the 
kind and amount of food prescribed 
for a person...for a special reason”.  
That’s what a diet is: something spe-
cial for your special needs.  There 
are many nutrition plans touted on 
the internet as “the one diet to cure 
all”—truth is, it might work for one 
person and not for you.  We spend 
much of our life restricting one 
thing or another; many of our meal 
decisions include a thought about 
what foods are “bad” or “good”. 
 Stop focusing on the 4th 
definition.  Stop focusing on wheth-
er a food is “bad” or “good – a food 
item has no morality and therefore 
cannot be “bad” or “good”.  Stop 
focusing on avoidance.  This is 
your year to reclaim your health, 
but not by creating a box of nega-
tive thoughts.  This is your year to 
create a positive, healthy environ-
ment.  Focus on health: is this food 
going to provide me with life-giving 
nutrients? (news flash: that glazed 
doughnut may give you some happy 
feelings for short amount of time, 
but it will not give you the vitamins 
and minerals you need to keep your 
body running smoothly.)
 I like to compare “diet” to 
keeping your car healthy.  You know 
if you use low-grade oil, low-grade 
filters, low-grade gas, and even 
low-grade windshield wipers, you 
most likely will get a low-grade 
performance and a shortened lifes-
pan for your car.  If instead you put 
top-quality products into your car 
and perform routine maintenance, 
you are likely to get 300,000 miles 
out of that car before it starts falling 

Abigail “Missy” 
Hennigan

New Diet? apart (sometimes there is nothing 
you can do about it).
 Your body responds in a 
similar way: you put vitamin/min-
eral dense fruits and vegetables, 
protein-rich foods, calcium-laden 
dairy product, and even those 8-10 
cups of water you keep hearing 
about into your body, you have a 
much greater likelihood of keeping 
your body healthy for a longer pe-
riod of time.  What does that mean 
for you?  Better mental function, 
better mobility, quicker recovery 
from surgery/illness, more energy, 
etc.!  Keep in mind – sometimes 
genetics, environment, or other 
situations out of your control just 
deal you an unfortunate hand, and 
no matter how much effort you put 
into caring for your body, you end 
up with poor health.  Even in these 
situations, eating a balanced diet 
can improve your outcome or re-
duce symptoms.
 What can you do today, to-
morrow, this year, the rest of your 
life?  Feed your body high quality, 
nourishing foods.  If you are not 
sure what foods YOU (not your 
neighbor, not your cousin, not your 
friend on social media who you re-
ally do not know) need, here are a 
few tips to get you rolling:
1) Fruits and Vegetables: I cannot 
stress it enough.  ALL healthy diets 
include produce in some format.  If 
you do not like one produce item, 
try another.  Keep trying until you 
find a few that you like, or one you 
can at least compel yourself to eat; 
it may even be the cooking method.  
Servings?  try for around 3-5 cups 
daily (that’s a minimum of 1 cup (or 
two ½ cups) at each meal.
2) Cooking methods: typically bake, 
grill, roast, or sauté in an unsaturat-
ed fat.
3) Disease specific?
a. Diabetes – choose protein with 
each meal; count your carbohy-
drates; limit your sugar-sweetened 
beverages
b. Congestive Heart Failure – fruits 
and veggies (did I already mention 
this one?); limit processed foods, 
especially those high in sodium 
(example: fast food, deli meats, 
pre-packaged dinners).
c. High Cholesterol – fiber, fiber, fi-
ber and omega-3.  Fiber is in fruits 
and vegetables, whole grains, and 
some other carbohydrate-contain-
ing choices.
 Still wanting to have a “diet” 
for the new year?  Talk to your 
doctor about finding a dietitian. I 
promise I am not just singing the 
praises of dietitians because I am 
one.  We are few in number, but 
the knowledge-base is pretty great!   
Many large hospitals have an out-
patient dietitian and clinics and 
private practices often exist in the 
surrounding area.  Please go with an 
open mind—many dietitians prefer 
to focus on overall health rather 
than just “I want to lose 20 pounds.”  
Listen –you may be surprised with 

the science-based suggestions you 
hear!
 Looking for other thoughts 
on diets and New Year’s nutrition?  
Check out the following websites:
Today’s Dietitian: www.todaysdieti-
tian.com

 Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics: www.eatright.org
 Disclaimer: The informa-
tion included in this article should 
not be used to replace personalized 
professional medical advice.
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Open Letter from
Natchitoches Councilman  
Russell Rachal

 I have some 
matters that I 
feel would be of 
public interest.
 As you are 
aware, there has 
been a concert-
ed effort by the 
Natchitoches 

Parish President, Rick Nowlin to 
get a Special Meeting called for the 
Natchitoches Parish Council. Mr. 
Nowlin called a meeting for Thurs-
day, December 19, 2019. Coun-
cilman Chris Paige and Council-
woman Patsy Hoover were the only 
Council members in attendance. 
There was an outcry of a certain 
news outlet that the Council mem-
bers receive $500 per meeting, and 
since the members that were absent 
should be required to pay the 
money back. The truth is, per the 
Home Rule Charter, Section 2-04A 
the salary of each Council member 
shall be $500 per month. This is not 
$500 per meeting.
 Mr. Nowlin called anoth-
er Special Meeting for Monday, 
December 23, 2019. Councilman 
Paige and Councilwoman Hoover 
were in attendance. Council mem-
bers deGraffenried, Bedgood, and 
Rachal were not in attendance. I 
was not in attendance for either 
meeting for a variety of reasons. 
The first reason is during the 
November 2019 Regular meeting, 
I made a motion to amend the 
agenda to appropriate the necessary 
funds to have an amended audit for 
2018, and a full audit for 2019 to 
disclose any theft, embezzlement, 
payroll fraud, misappropriation of 
funds or any other discrepancies. 
Councilman Paige voted to not 
allow this motion. I subsequent-
ly voted against the approval and 
adoption of the 2020 Operating 
Budget for the Natchitoches Parish 
Government. There was numer-
ous debts incurred in violation of 
the Home Rule Charter Section 
2-10A(9) which states that any debt 
incurred in any manner authorized 
by law shall be approved by the 
Council. Mr. Nowlin hired the law 
firm of Gold/Weems to represent 
the Natchitoches Parish Govern-
ment in two separate lawsuits that 
were filed on behalf of two former 
employees without the approval or 
knowledge of the Council.
 The second reason that I 

was not in attendance was that Mr. 
Nowlin was trying to get the Coun-
cil to adopt the Payne Sewer Sys-
tem and to create a Sewer District 
for Natchitoches Parish. I don’t feel 
that Natchitoches Parish needs to 
be in the sewer business when there 
are no plans to assist any other 
areas of Natchitoches Parish except 
Payne Subdivision. We can’t main-
tain our roads as it is, much less 
adopt and maintain a known failing 
sewer system. Per an email that Mr. 
Nowlin sent to two Council mem-
bers behind my back that I am in 
receipt of, he stated that due to the 
Louisiana Community Block Grant 
relative to the Payne Sewer System, 
there is approximately $100,000 
for engineering fees that the Parish 
may be responsible for. These debts 
were incurred without the knowl-
edge or approval of the Council.
 The third reason is if we 
were to approve the amendment 
to the 2019 operating budget, we 
would justify the illegal and im-
moral unauthorized expenditures 
that Mr. Nowlin and the Admin-
istration committed without the 
knowledge and approval of the 
Council. As it is, without this, the 
Louisiana Legislative Auditors will 
be required to audit the Natchi-
toches Parish Government because 
the budget will not balance on 
December 31, 2019.
 The fourth reason is the 
meetings were called in violation 
of the Louisiana Open Meetings 
laws. In Louisiana Revised Statute 
42.1-42.13, and the Natchitoches 
Parish Home Rule Charter Section 
2-06 special meetings shall be held 
on the call of the Parish President, 
the Chair, or presiding officer of the 
Council. Notice of special meetings 
shall comply with state law. To meet 
a public emergency affecting life, 
health, property, or public safety, 
the Council may meet on the call of 
the president. This is also support-
ed by Louisiana Attorney General 
Opinion 08-0129. The Council 
Chairman, Mr. Rodney Bedgood 
advised that he never received an 
agenda nor authorized the Special 
Meeting. These meetings were 
called by the Parish President, Mr. 
Rick Nowlin. These meetings were 
not called due to an emergency, but 
for the apparent reasons of cover-
ing improprieties and poor deci-
sions.

 Acclaimed writer, editor 
and teacher Denise Lewis Patrick, 
was guest speaker during Dec. 20 
commencement exercises at North-
western State University.  Patrick is 
a Natchitoches native who earned 
a degree in journalism at NSU in 
1977 and a master’s in creative writ-
ing from the University of New 
Orleans. A long-time resident of 
the New York City area, she is a 

Patrick delivers message 
of encouragement and 
hope

freelance writer, editor, instructor 
and literary consultant who has au-
thored works of fiction, nonfiction 
and poetry for all age levels. Patrick 
delivered a message of hope and 
encouragement to NSU’s Fall 2019 
graduates, urging them to be mind-
ful of their moral and ethical foot-
prints and to go out into the world 
with open minds and hearts.
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Roosevelt Robinson
 Life celebration services 
were held Saturday, December 14, 
2019, 2:00 p. m. in the Winnfield 
Memorial Funeral Home Chapel, 
318 North Street, Natchitoches, LA 
71457 with public visitation held 
from 1:00 p. m. until service time.   
The family received friends at a 
wake service the preceding Friday 
evening from 6:00 p. m. to 8:00 p. 
m. at the funeral home.  Interment 
took place in the St. Matthew Bap-
tist Church Cemetery, Creston, LA

Garland Lee Brown
 Garland Lee Brown passed 
peacefully from his earthly life in 
his home near Black Lake on Mon-
day, December 16, 2019, at the age 
of 81 years. He was born to Arthur 
Thomas “Cooter” and Mary Ida 
Fredericks Brown on June 8, 1938, 
near Clarence, LA.
 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, nine siblings, a 
great-grandson, Seth Jones, and a 
very special son-in-law, Vaughn 
Robert Shirley.
 Those left to cherish his 
memory include his wife of 61 years, 
Sybil Brown; his four girls – Robin 
Wadkins (“Boogie”), Cheryl Guin 
(Jack), Donna Brown, and Karen 
Shirley; 11 grandchildren and a host 
of great-grandchildren with 2 more 
great-grandchildren expected next 
spring.
 He worked as a land sur-
veyor for 54 years in and around 
Natchitoches Parish ending with 
his 2011 retirement from Red River 
Waterway. Garland was well known 
for his love and expertise of huntin’ 
and fishin’, which he shared with his 
family and friends.  
 A wake was held at 
Blanchard-St. Denis Funeral Home 
in Natchitoches, LA on Wednes-
day, December 18, 2019, from 5 pm 
until 10 pm. A service to honor his 
life was held at 11 am on Thursday, 
December 19, 2019, at United Bap-
tist Church in Campti, LA with Bro. 
Mike Honzell officiating. Burial fol-
lowed at St. Maurice Cemetery in St. 
Maurice, LA.
 Those honored to serve as 
pallbearers were Leland Wadkins, 
Landon Wadkins, Joshua Guin, Ja-
cob Guin, Tim Shirley, and Greg 
Moran. Honorary pallbearers were 
Jeff Scaife, Leman “Boogie” Wad-
kins, Jackie Guin, Robert Breedlove, 
Colin Brown, Winfred Lonadier, 
Jackie Tingle, Johnny Gourdon, and 
Bro. Mike Honzell.

Ruby LaCour Balthazar
 A Mass of Christian Burial 
for Mrs. Ruby Mae LaCour Balthaz-
ar was held at 10 am on Wednesday, 
December 18, 2019, at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church in Clout-
ierville with Rev. Christian Og-
bonna serving as celebrant.  Burial 
followed at Cloutierville Catholic 
Cemetery under the direction of 
Blanchard-St. Denis Funeral Home 
of Natchitoches.  The family re-
ceived friends from 9 am until the 
time of Mass at St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church on the 18th.
 Ruby, 88 years of age and 
a resident of Natchitoches passed 
away December 14, 2019.  She was 
born on June 5, 1931, to Alex and 
Marie Louise Conde LaCour in 
Derry, LA.  She was preceded in 
death by her parents and her hus-
band of 56 years, Warrant Balthazar. 
 She is survived by four 
daughters, Pamela Ann Johnson 
of South Carolina., Marsha Shayne 
Remo of Natchitoches, La., Laura 
Faye Balthazar and fiancée Mark La-
Cour of Natchitoches, La., and Ruby 
Tamara Balthazar of Natchitoches, 
La.; six grandchildren, Christopher 
Cordero of Hawaii., Samantha El-
lison and husband James of South 
Carolina, Clint Jackson Tyler of 
Natchitoches, La., Miguel Raoul 
Garcia of Natchitoches, La., Sam-
son Teddy McWherter of Chicago, 
Il., and Dawn'te Damian Metoyer of 
Natchitoches, La.; 16 great-grand-
children.
 Pallbearers wwere Dawn’te 
Damian Metoyer, Raoul Garcia, 
Mark LaCour, and Damian Metoy-
er.  Honorary pallbearer will be 
Samson Teddy McWherter.

William LeRoy Rushing
 Funeral services for William 
LeRoy Rushing, 92, of Ashland, LA 
were held at 10 A.M. Tuesday, De-
cember 24, 2019 at Ashland Bap-

tist Church with Dr. David Moore 
officiating. Interment followed in 
Weaver Cemetery. Visitation was 
held from 6 P.M. until 8 P.M. Mon-
day, December 23, 2019 at Ashland 
Baptist Church. Funeral services 
were under the direction of Rock-
ett-Nettles Funeral Home.
 Mr. Rushing was born 
March 3, 1927 in Ashland, LA and 
passed away December 22, 2019. 
Mr. Rushing served his country in 
the United States Army under Gen-
eral Patton, for whom he had the 
honor of driving his jeep. He served 
in both World War II and the Kore-
an War. He also had the privilege of 
shaking hands with President Eisen-
hower. Mr. Rushing was a member 
of the Ashland Masonic Lodge. He 
loved his family and will be dearly 
missed by all those who knew and 
loved him.
 He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Lecie Louise Wooley Rush-
ing; grandson, Seth Randall Rush-
ing; parents, William F. Rushing 
and Sabra Elizabeth Cosby; three 
brothers, Lloyd B. Rushing, Ar-
nold O’Dell Rushing and Claude A. 
“Shorty” Rushing and three sisters, 
Lora E. Rushing, Cyble R. DeVille, 
and infant Crystal Inez Rushing.
 Mr. Rushing is survived by 
one son, Randall Rushing and wife, 
Jere’ of Ashland, LA; one daughter, 
Diane Warren and husband, Randy 
of Ashland, LA; two grandchildren, 
Evan Warren and Lecie Rushing 
both of Ashland, LA; one brother, 
Howard Rushing and wife, Ruby of 
Stanley, LA and numerous nieces 
and nephews.
 Pallbearers were Gary Rush-
ing, Michael Rushing, Terry Rush-
ing, Jessie Wooley, Jonah Wooley, 
and John Alan Wooley. Honorary 
pallbearers were Bill Griffin, Chad 
Curole, Troy Wamsley, Evan War-
ren, Lecie Rushing, Josie Griffin, 
and Allie Curole.

Marie Lynn Thomas
 A memorial service cele-
brating the life of Marie Lynn Thom-
as, 36, was held at 2 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 23 at Amazing Grace Baptist 
Church in Coushatta with Bro. Rob 
Miskowski officiating. Interment 
will follow on a later date.

Billy Ray Thomas
 A memorial service cele-
brating the life of Billy Ray Thom-
as, 7, was held at 2 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 23 at Amazing Grace Baptist 
Church in Coushatta with Brother 
Rob Miskowski officiating. Inter-
ment will follow on a later date.
 Billy Ray was born Sept. 27, 
2012, in Shreveport to Marie Lynn 
Richie Thomas and William Frank 
Thomas and passed away Dec. 18, 
2019, at his home in Coushatta.He 
was very active and loving child.
 He was preceded in death 
by his mother; grandfathers, Walter 
Ray Parker Sr., Roger Dale Layfield 
Sr., and Vaughn Jerry Lowring.
 Left to cherish his memory 
are his father; grandparents, Linda 
Parker and Buddy Thomas, Dottie 
Lowring, Vickie Liles and Michael 
Richie; sisters, Jasmine Thomas and 
Toni Marie Martin; brother, Tyler 
Richie; and a host of family includ-
ing aunts, uncles and cousins.

 Marie was born Aug. 24, 
1983, in Shreveport to Michael and 
Vickie Liles Richie and passed away 
Dec. 18, 2019, at her home in Cous-
hatta. She was a wonderful wife and 
mother.
 She was preceded in death 
by her son, Billie Ray Thomas.

Ruthie Louene Pullig
 Funeral services for Ruth-
ie Louene Pullig, 88, of Castor, LA 
were held at 2:00 P.M., Thursday, 
December 26, 2019 in Rockett Fu-
neral Home Chapel, Ringgold, LA. 
Officiating was Bro. James Hester. 
Burial followed in Ebenezer Cem-
etery, Castor, LA. Visitation was 
held Thursday, December 26, 2019 
from 11:00 A.M. until service time 
at Rockett Funeral Home, Ringgold, 
LA.
 Louene was born on Decem-
ber 21, 1931 and died on December 
22, 2019. She was a 1950 graduate 
of Castor High School, finished the 
Shreveport "trade school" in office 
skills, and was a homemaker.

(Continued on page 22)

OBITUARIES
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8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 714498800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

Rockin

Gift ShopGift Shop
&&

RockingRocking Chairs Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

Robin

108 Touline Street
Natchitoches, LA 71457

318-238-3939

Specialty and novelty cakes and cupcakes, 
wedding cakes, decorated sugar cookies 

and other handmade treats

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

EVOLUTIONSEVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALONFAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOURSTACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken

Many, LA
318-256-3055

homesr@bellsouth.net

Randy Sandel - Owner
Mike Ross - Sales Manager

PACKAGE
PRICING

YOUR
MANUFACTURED

HOME
CONNECTION

DELIVERY
SETUP

SKIRTING
A/C
ALL

INCLUDED

CALL NOW (318) 256-3055
Call and see how “Package Pricing”

can save you money$$
Clayton, Deer Valley, Hamilton

Genesis 9:13-14

331 Fisher Rd., Many, LA 71449
sabinemfdhome.com

abine Mfd Homesabine Mfd HomesSS
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A & A Pest Solutions LLC

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney C. Abington
Rodney@aapestsolutions.com

141 Cassidy Lane
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)

PLUmBing, LLcPLUmBing, LLc
o’Bannono’Bannon

gLen o’BannongLen o’Bannon, owner, owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

Daily Lunch Specials 
(Monday - Sunday)

11:00 am to 2 pm

Dinner Specials
(Friday & Saturday)

4 pm to 10 pm

Hours: 7 Days a Week 
from 11:00am - 10:00pm

Dine In Available 

Call-in Orders Welcome 
(Pick Up at Window)

“Country Cookin
Made to Order”

Seafood - Steaks
PoBoys 

Sandwiches - Dessert
Drinks

“Come See Our new 

Changes”

Lawrence & Carolyn

Brandon, Owners

Lee Lee’sLee Lee’s
Children’sChildren’s

BoutiqueBoutique
Neu DesignsNeu Designs

  318-645-6200318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

1013 N. Main St., Zwolle, LA

COUNTRY BOYCOUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • 

Seafood • Steak Fingers • Hand Battered 
Onion Rings • Livers • Breast Filets • 

Much, Much More

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm

Call In Orders 
To Go

256-3953256-3953

105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME
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245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

XG Series
    XG3032/XG3032H
    XG3037/XG3037H

• 32 & 37 HP, 3 Cyl. Fuel efficient engine
• 5 Year Warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST w/   
       cruise control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag, or turf tires at no 
       additional cost
• Availaable sub-frame mounted quick-
       attach 6’ backhoe
• Available 72” finishing mower
                    *5 year limited warranty
                     See dealer for details

BYLESBYLESBYLESBYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALESMACHINE SHOP • EQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING &WELDING &
TRACTOR CO., INC.TRACTOR CO., INC.

 We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to 
serve you and to meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our 
ability.
 In addition to the dates given, someone can visit www.platinum-
drivingschool.org to obtain further information or to sign up. Our dates 
are listed at this website.

Thank you for your business and may God richly bless you!

Platinum Driving SchoolPlatinum Driving School
Our Locations

360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
335 South Dr., Natchitoches, LA 71457
5039 Cutoff Rd, Coushatta, LA 71019

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for theReady for the

Open Road?Open Road?

Upcoming Classes
Natchitoches
38 hour: January 2,3,4 and 6

14 hour: January 13

Coushatta:
38 hour: January 2&3

Please call  318-652-0382 or 318-652-0384 Or Visit
www.platinumdrivingschool.org to register

We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECTMORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 714577624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”
Finest Memorials Since 1965 

Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Raggio Tire, Raggio Tire, llcllc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

Southern Belle
HAIR SALON

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318) 352-8650
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

Great Service
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Sports & Outdoors

 Fifty-six-year-old Craig 
Long was born with spina bifida, 
which makes getting around very 
difficult. However, the condition 
does not affect his trigger-finger 
as he squeezed of a shot with his 
300 Win mag that resulted in him 
downing a magnificent buck on a 
Natchitoches Parish handicapped 
hunt.
 “When I got out of high 
school, I wanted to go to work and 
fortunately, I got a job in the boat 
industry building boats,” Long said. 
“I worked there for 18 years but 
I had to give up the job because it 
was getting too hard on my back. A 
friend offered me a job at his muffler 
and alignment shop and I was hired 
because I could sit on a stool and do 
brake jobs and such. After 10 years, 
the pressure sores from sitting were 
getting too much of a problem so I 
had to give up that job. Basically I’m 
retired now.”
 Privileged to receive an invi-
tation to make a hunt put on by the 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
Wheeling Sportsman Program un-
der the direction of a special couple, 
Larry and Ronda Johnson, Long 
joined the group on Dec. 7 near the 
village of Chopin in Natchitoches 
Parish.
 “The first afternoon, my 
guide took me to the ‘Antler Shed’ 

blind to hunt,” Long said. “We saw 
a few deer, including one big bodied 
deer far down the lane we couldn’t 
tell what it was.”
 That afternoon, the guide 
set up a pop-up blind down the 
lane closer to where the big deer 
had crossed. However, no deer were 
seen during that hunt.

Fog delays hunt
“The next morning, Sunday, Dec. 8, 
it was very foggy and they asked me 
if I wanted to go or stay in until the 
fog lifted,” Long said. “I wanted to 
go, so my guide, Skeet Hodgkins, set 
me up in another blind they called 
the ‘Hog Trap’ blind.”
 It took awhile before the 
fog lifted enough to be able to see 
down range. Hodgkins suggest-
ed Long watch out one window 
and he’d watch from the other. The 
feeder was in sight but Hodgkins 
suggested that if a deer came to the 
feeder, he’d probably be there awhile 
whereas the windows he and Long 
were watching would more likely al-
low them to see a deer as it crossed 
the lane.
 It took awhile before the 
fog lifted enough to be able to see 
down range. Hodgkins suggest-
ed Long watch out one window 
and he’d watch from the other. The 
feeder was in sight but Hodgkins 
suggested that if a deer came to the 

Handicapped hunt pays off 
big for Long

feeder, he’d probably be there awhile 
whereas the windows he and Long 
were watching would more likely al-
low them to see a deer as it crossed 
the lane.
 “As the fog started burning 
off, I had a better view of the area,” 
Long said. “I had picked up my bin-
oculars to look toward the feeder 
and when I looked back through 
my window, I saw a buck that had 
already made it two-thirds the way 
across the lane. I told Skeet I was 
looking at a big buck and just af-
ter I said that, the deer turned and 
looked in our direction.”
 With his gun propped in 
the corner next to his walking cane, 
Long kept his eyes on the buck while 
reaching for his gun.
 “I was hoping I’d grab the 
gun instead of the cane, but luckily I 
got my rifle,” he laughed.

Making the shot
The buck began quartering toward 
Long as it moved across the lane 
giving Long a good look at the 
shoulder. Long touched the trigger, 
the buck kicked and took off to the 
nearby woods.

 “Skeet suggested we wait 
awhile so after 30 minutes or so, he 
got out of the blind to see if he could 
find anything,” Long said. “After be-
ing gone a few minutes, Skeet start-
ed slowly walking back to the blind 
with his head down. I was afraid I 
had made a bad shot so I asked him 
if he’d found anything. He looked up 
with a big grin and I knew from his 
expression, he had good news; he 
told me he’d found the deer which 
traveled only 30 yards before drop-
ping.”
 The buck was not weighed 
but was estimated to weigh between 
180 and 200 pounds. The massive 
rack contained 10 points with evi-
dence that a fork in one of his G2s 
had recently broken off, likely the 
result of fighting. The inside spread 
was 20 inches and the rack was 
scored at 161 7/8 inches.
 “I had noticed when I first 
saw the buck, it had a slight limp,” 
Long said. “When we got to him, 
one half of a hoof on a front foot was 
missing, which explains the limp.”

 by Brooks Kubena
 Joe Burrow has been named 
the 2019 Collegiate Quarterback of 
the Year, the National Quarterback 
Club announced Monday.
 The club will present its an-
nual award at its awards dinner and 
Hall of Fame induction ceremony 
on Jan. 17.
 Founded in 1985, the Na-
tional Quarterback Club has award-
ed players like Vinny Testaverde 
(1986), Ty Detmer (1990) and Car-
son Palmer (2002) — quarterbacks 
who also won the Heisman Trophy 
in the same season.
 Burrow won the Heisman 

Trophy on Dec. 14, becoming LSU's 
second player to win the Heisman 
in school history.
 Burrow has also won the 
Maxwell Award, the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award and the Davey 
O'Brien Award.
 "We will enjoy celebrating 
not only Joe’s athletic accomplish-
ments but, the young man and his 
family for renewing our enthusiasm 
and reminding us just how sim-
ple and clean this game truly is," 
Don Kile, president of the National 
Quarterback Club said in a state-
ment. "During a time when there is 
so much consternation and a gener-

LSU's Joe Burrow named Collegiate Quarterback of 
the Year by the National Quarterback Club

al lack of grace in the world, it will be a true pleasure to celebrate this young 
man. Joe Burrow has left his mark on the college game."



Page 18        Around The Town January 1, 2020

Local Crime News

 A St. John the Baptist Par-
ish woman was arrested on multiple 
traffic charges following a pursuit in 
Natchitoches and Rapides Parish, 
according to the Natchitoches Par-
ish Sheriff ’s Office.
 On Saturday afternoon De-
cember 21 shortly after 4:00pm, 
NPSO Deputy Jared Kilpatrick 
clocked a 2009 Lincoln MKX trav-
eling southbound on I-49 south of 
Natchitoches, speeding 94 miles 
per hour in a posted 75 mph speed 
zone.
 Deputies stopped the vehi-
cle, however, the violator partially 
exited her vehicle shaking her head 
“no”, waving her hands in the air 
then re-entered the vehicle driv-
ing off traveling southbound lead-
ing deputies on a pursuit reaching 
speeds between 80-90 miles per 
hour.
 Additional Natchitoches 

 After a four-day detail, 17 
non-compliant sex offenders and 
two felony fugitives have been ar-
rested and are off the streets.
 On Monday, December 16, 
2019, through Thursday, December 
19, 2019, Troopers from Louisiana 
State Police, in conjunction with 
numerous other law enforcement 
agencies, conducted a detail in and 
around Central and North Loui-
siana. The objective was to identi-
fy and apprehend individuals that 
were considered to not be in com-
pliance with Louisiana’s sex offend-
er law.
 Agencies involved in and 
responsible for this detail are: Lou-
isiana State Police, Natchitoches 
Parish Sheriff ’s Office, Caddo Par-
ish Sheriff ’s Office, Bossier Parish 
Sheriff ’s Office, DeSoto Parish Sher-
iff ’s Office, Ouachita Parish Sher-
iff ’s Office, Richland Parish Sheriff ’s 
Office, Morehouse Parish Sheriff ’s 
Office, Louisiana Probation and 
Parole, Office of Homeland Securi-
ty, Bossier City Police Department, 
Bossier City Marshal’s Office, and 
the Natchitoches Multi-Jurisdiction 
Task Force.
 To access the Louisiana State 
Police, State Sex Offender and Child 
Predator Registry Site, please visit 
http://lsp.org/socpr/default.html.
 The Louisiana State Po-
lice online reporting system is also 
available to the public through a 
convenient and secure reporting 
form that is submitted to the appro-
priate investigators. Citizens can ac-
cess the form by visiting http://lsp.
org and clicking the Suspicious Ac-

tivity link.
Subjects arrested

Non-Compliant Sex Offenders
1. Russell Ray Johnson, 48 yoa, Der-
ry, LA
2. Kennedrick Jerome Phillips, 33 
yoa, Campti, LA
3. Yannick Telsee, 36 yoa, Campti, 
LA
4. Travis Levard Johnson, 45 yoa, 
Natchitoches, LA
5. Courtney T. Brimzey, 36 yoa, 
Natchitoches, LA
6. Timothy Andrea Brimzy, 38 yoa, 
Natchitoches, LA
7. Jason Cornelius Breda, 38 yoa, 
Natchitoches, LA
8. Michael Wayne Johnson, 39 yoa, 
Natchitoches, LA
9. Demond Royshod Carter, 41 yoa, 
Bossier City, LA
10. Troy Wade Moses, 29 yoa, Boss-
ier City, LA
11. Edward Dewayne Glover, 46 
yoa, Bossier City, LA
12. Albert Charles Brewer, 63 yoa, 
Bossier City, LA
13. Kenneth Lee Jones, 43 yoa, Boss-
ier City, LA
14. Dennis Martin Calhoun, 53 yoa, 
Shreveport, LA
15. William F. Smith, 53 yoa, West 
Monroe, LA
16. Kenneth Harris Jr., 37 yoa, Mon-
roe, LA
17. Robert V. Wilson, 34 yoa, Mon-
roe, LA

Felony Fugitives
1. Ben Michael Collinsworth, 69 
yoa, Goldonna, LA
2. Anthony Lamar Lewis, 33 yoa, 
Monroe, LA

Multi- Agency Detail Yields 
19 Arrest

Parish Sheriff ’s Deputies began re-
sponding to the area while Louisi-
ana State Police, Troop-E Alexan-
dria was contacted for assistance.
 The pursuit continued ap-
proximately 24-miles over into 
Rapides Parish near milepost #109 
where State Police deployed tire de-
flation devices to disable the vehicle.
 Soon afterwards, State Po-
lice and NPSO deputies took the 
operator of the fleeing vehicle into 
custody without incident.
 There were no injuries.
 Tamisha Chantel Roberson, 
aka/Tamisha Bickham, 43, of the 
600 block of Revere Drive, Laplace, 
La. was transported and booked 
into the Rapides Parish Deten-
tion Center, then transported and 
booked into the Natchitoches Par-
ish Detention Center charged with 
Speeding 94/75, Driving under Sus-
pension Flight from an Officer and 
an outstanding Probation Violation 
Warrant by State Probation and Pa-
role Agents.
 Roberson is on probation 
until 2022.
 The vehicle was impounded 
by a Rapides Parish wrecker service.
 Roberson said she did not 
want to walk back to the arresting 
officer during the initial traffic stop.
 Roberson remains in the 
Natchitoches Parish Detention 
Center awaiting bond.

Natchitoches Authorities 
Arrest Woman Following 
Twenty-Four Mile Pursuit

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667



Page 19        Around The Town  January 1, 2020

Let’s Sudoku!Let’s Sudoku!CROSSWORDCROSSWORD

Kids Corner PuzzlesKids Corner Puzzles

Celebrate
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ClassifiedsAround The Town
Call (318) 471-6948

HELP WANTED
Rivers Builders Supply is now 
accepting applications for a Full 
Time employee, preferably having 
knowledge of the building supply 
industry. Job requires knowledge 
of identification of types of lumber/
building materials,assisting cus-
tomers and filling their building 
material orders, loading and se-
curing building supplies for trans-
port, operation of forklift, positive 
attitude, customer  service oriented 
and willingness to learn. CDL is a 
plus. Apply in person at front desk.

CLINICAL MEDICAL ASSI-
TANT needed for busy multi-phy-
sician practice. Good patient care, 
communication, computer skills 
& the ability to give injections a 
must! Experience in ICD 10 & CPT 
coding, electronic practice man-
agement system & knowledge of 
prescriptions a plus. Fax resume' 
to 318-352-6803 or mail to Family 
Doctors of Natchitoches, 615 Bien-
ville Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457
MAINTENANCE MAN HELPER 
NEEDED. Must have own vehicle 
and basic tools of trade. Call 318-
352-3953
TRUCK DRIVER NEEDED. Min-
imun 2 years CDL experience. Lo-
cal Driving. Home every day. Call 
318-352-0466 or 318-730-5543

LOOKING TO HIRE. Director of 
Christian Education - Full Time 
local church is seeking a full time 
Director of Christian Education. 
This church uses the Orange Cur-
riculum and more information 
about this programming can be 
found at thinkorange.com. The ide-
al candidate would have a bache-
lor's degree, preferably in education 
and previous church experience. 
For a full job description or any 
questions feel free to email church-
jobs71457@gmail.com or call 318-
357-8296. Position available Janu-
ary 1st.

 ITEMS FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

HAY FOR SALE. 5x6 roll, $35 per 
roll. Call 318-352-0466 or 318-730-
5543

3' x 5' US AMERICAN FLAGS. 
PRICE $8. These 3' x 5' (90 x 150 
cm) 50-star USA flag on a silky 
looking can be used for outdoors or 
indoors, coming with strong hang 
grommets. Call 318-471-6948
FRENCH FRY & VEGETABLE 
CUTTER. Julienne in a jiffy with 
this lever-operated Maxam® Veg-
etable Cutter tool, creating even 
cuts of a variety of vegetables. The 
Maxam® French Fry and Vegetable 
Cutter makes short work of creaing 
your favorite sweet potato or russet 
fries, and quickly slices other veg-
etables for the party dip tray. Fea-
tures stainless steel construction 
suction base, and 2 sizes of cutting 
grids. Measures 9-3/4" x 5" x 3-1/2". 
Gift boxed. 10 Available. $30 each. 
Call 318-471-6948

BEAUTIFUL WATERFRONT 
HOME with Boathouse near North 
Toledo Bend State Park.  3 BD, 2.5 
BA, 2010 Sq. ft+/-. Located 445 Vil-
lage Dr. Zwolle, LA (Toledo Bend)
HOUSE IN FAIRVIEW 6 Bed-
rooms, 4 Baths on 2 Acres. Call 
318-471-1685 or 318-352-3528
SALINE LAKE Winnfield Lake  
Front Lots REDUCED $6,000 and 
up. Call 318-797-0447 or 318-288-
2071

FOR RENT
DUPLEX: 902-B 3rd Street, $550 
per month, $550 deposit, limit 2 
quiet people, 2 BR, 1 Bath, living 
room, dining room, kitchen, w/d 
connection, central A/C, securi-
ty system. Contact Nettles Brown 
318-357-1520
VERY NICE EFFICIENCY  
APARTMENT: (One Person Only)  
ll Utilities Paid! $575 month plus 
2 BR/1BA trailor, $625 month for 
Both. No Pets. Call 318-352-3953 
or 318-652-0666
3 BR / 2BATH MOBILE HOME 
on Posey Road. Water paid. $500/
deposit, $750/month. NO HOUS-
ING. Call 318-572-0377. Discount 
for law enforcement.
2 BR / 2 BATH DUPLEX at 717 
Woodyard Dr, Natchitoches. Wash-
er/Dryer connection. $775/month, 
$400/Deposit. Please Call 318-527-
6191.
1 BR APARTMENTS at 409 Tou-
line & 411 B Touline Street, Natchi-
toches. $400/month, $200/Depos-
its. Call 318-332-0683
1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH COUN-
TRY CABIN. FURNISHED, 
Washer/Dryer/Stove/Refrigerator. 
All Utilities Paid. $600/Month, 
$300/Deposit. Call 337-319-1374.
OFFICE FOR RENT AT 122 TO-
ULINE in Natchitoches. Totally 
remolded (800 sq. ft.), 2 private 
offices, waiting room, secretarial 
area, kitchen, storage room. $600/
month. Call 318-352-4429

Attention!!! If you are at risk of los-
ing your home...call us THE  PLAT-
INUM MORTGAGE GROUP to 
see what options may be available 
for you. The alternative may be bet-
ter than FORECLOSURE. 318-352-
7775

INDOOR/OUTDOOR BUILD-
ERS, LLC, Larry Harper. Fenc-
ing, remodeling, room additions, 
ceramic tile, vinyl siding, cement 
work, drainage installation, general 
repairs. Call 481-4603 or 352-9192.

STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250 off your STAIRLIFT purchase
and FREE DVD & brochure!  -877-
839-5197

ATTENTION; OXYGEN USERS! 
Gain freedom with a Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrator! No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed Low-
est Prices! Call Oxygen Concentra-
tor Store at 1-855-382-4168

BECOME A PUBLISHED AU-
THOR! Weedit , print and dis-
tribute your work internationally. 
We do the work, you reap the RE-
WARDS! Call for a FREE Author's
Submission Kit. 1-877-287-9291
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT to Heritage for the 
Blind. Free 3 day Vacation. Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing. ll paperwork 
Taken Care Of. Call 1-844-
605-9298

MEDICAL AND DENTAL. Save 
on your next prescription. World 
Health Link. Price Match Guaran-
tee! Prescriptions Required. CIPA 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 
1500 medications available. Call 
TODAY for a free price quote. 
1-877-784-6520. CALL NOW!

AT&T INTERNET FOR HOME 
starting at $40 per month with 12 
month agreement. Includes 1 TB of 
data per month. Get more for your 
high speed internet. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo 7 service 
restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-866-369-1097 or visit www.mo-
re4yourthing.com/
DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for (350) procedures. Call 
1-855-268-0108 for details. www.
dental50plus.com/

STAY IN YOUR HOME longer 
with an American standard walk 
in bathtub. Receive up to $1500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty  on the tub and instal-
lation. Call us today at 1-877 318-
1753 or visit www.walkintubquote.
com

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
HughesNet Satellite Internet 25 
mbps starting at $49.99 per month!
Get more Data! FREE Off Peak  ata! 
Fast download speeds, Wi-Fi built 
in! Free Standard installation for 
lease customers! Limited time
1-844-811-7274
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Beautiful waterfront home near North 
Toledo Bend State Park.

3 BD 2.5 BA  2010 sq ft+/-  Boat House
Listing Agent: 

Tony R Pugh  318-602-8966

Sabine Property Shoppe, Inc.
century21toledobend.com
Ronald Brandon, Broker

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office independently owned & operated

318.256.6410
318-256-0775

Worsham Cleaners
1235 Alabama Avenue, Many, LA 71449

Hours ofHours of
operationoperation
8-5 M-F8-5 M-F
8-12 Sat.8-12 Sat. Phone: 318-256-2233

Attention Coushatta Residents:
Give  Will or Wendi a call and to make

arrangements for pick ups!

“Look for discounts in the future!“

New management!
Come where customers

matter!!

Full Service Laundry and Alterations

The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we 
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 species 
of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kangaroos 
and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy goats 

and baby roos. You never know what you may find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-
on” with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We 
offer drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the 
comfort of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the 

petting zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2019

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

WHY ADVERTISE IN
AROUND THE TOWN?

We offer more coverage at lower 
cost than any other area media!

Contact Tommy O’Con
and set up an appointment to learn more!

(318) 471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

445 Village Dr Zwolle 
Toledo Bend
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Get Your Business Out ThereGet Your Business Out There
Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Smokehouse Barbecue

256-9080
805 HWY 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

DRIVE-THRU WINDOW & DINE IN
HOURS: Monday-Saturday  10AM to 3PM

DINING ROOM CLOSES AT 2:30 PM EVERYDAY

20% off First Visit!
LEDONNALEDONNA
BREWERBREWER
LeChic Salon/Barber

99C South Dr., Natchitoches, LA
318-352-6220318-352-6220

WALKINS WELCOME
479-806-1421479-806-1421

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663
Fax (318) 352-2782

email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing/Copying

GET YOUR BUSINESS OUT THERE!
Advertise in Around the Town and get noticed.

Put a coupon in your ad and bring in customers!
CALL TODAY

and see what advertising can do for you!
318-471-6948

 Funding will support the 
Legacy Youth Workforce Develop-
ment Program.
 Natchitoches, Louisiana – 
Ben D. Johnson Educational Cen-
ter (BDJ Center) has been awarded 
$15,350 in grant funds from In-
ternational Paper Red River Mill.  
Funds will be used to support young 
people ages 17-24 who are out of 
work and out of school by providing 
career development, life and lead-
ership skills, and culinary training 
with support to overcome barriers 
to employment.
 The Legacy Youth Work-

force Development Program, an 
offering of the Ben D. Johnson 
Educational Center, began with 
the first cohort in April 2019. The 
work readiness training program 
provides participants skills to enter 
and remain in the workforce. Now 
enrolling the BDJ Center’s third co-
hort, the 16-week program provides 
students opportunities to gain their 
ServSafe Certification, financial lit-
eracy knowledge, and hands-on cu-
linary training at the BDJ Center’s 
Legacy Café. Throughout their ed-
ucation participants develop a job 
readiness portfolio, gain work expe-

rience during their Front of House 
and Back of House Legacy Café 
rotations, use fresh, local products 
from the Ben D. Johnson Garden 
and earn money while learning. 
 Claire Prymus, founder and 
Board Chair of the Ben D. Johnson 
Educational Center, “We are grate-
ful for the continued support of In-
ternational Paper Red River Mill”.

Ben D. Johnson 
ducational Center
Receives $15,350 Grant 
From International Paper

Ruthie Louene Pullig
(Continued from page 13)

 Louene was preceded in 
death by her husband, Malcolm 
Pullig; father Rev. Russell Nelson; 
mother Ethel Nelson; infant un-
named sister; and  half-brothers 
John and Cliff Nelson, all of Castor, 
LA;  sisters Irene Snead of Martin, 
LA, Una Lee Collier of Campti, LA, 
Lavon Giddens of Coushatta, LA; 
brother J. R. Nelson of Castor, LA;, 
brothers-in-law Tommy Pullig  of 
Nederland, TX and Rupert Pullig  
of Jasper, TX and daughter-in-law 
Brenda Pullig of Ashland, LA.
 She is survived by a sister, 
Leta Spillman and husband Gene 
of Natchitoches, LA; brothers R. 
J. "Cotton" Nelson and wife Carol, 
and Don Nelson and wife Glenda, 
all of Castor, LA; sisters-in-law, 
Sandra Pullig of Nederland, TX 
and Kate Nelson of Castor, LA; son, 

Doug Pullig of Castor, LA; daugh-
ter Pam Pullig Vascocu of West 
Monroe, LA;  grandsons Dusty 
Pullig of New Orleans ,LA and  
Lucas Vascocu  and wife Shelby of 
West Monroe, LA;  granddaughter 
Carmen Vascocu of Campti, LA; 
great-grandchildren, Chandler 
Kate Vascocu  of West Monroe, 
LA,  Chelsea Vascocu McQuillin of 
Creston, LA, Cassidy Vascocu, and 
Chaylie Cox , both of Campti, LA; 
great-great granddaughter, Hayven 
Aubrey McQuillin of Creston, LA 
and many, many nieces and neph-
ews.
 Pallbearers were Lucas 
Vascocu, Dusty Pullig, Brad Ad-
ams, Michael Nelson, Eli Hay, and 
Nelson Guest.
 The family would like to 
thank Dr. Fitzgerald and the 3rd 
floor nurses/staff of Willis Knigh-
ton South Hospital as well as the 
private sitters who have provided 
wonderful care and friendship with 
her at the nursing home - Juanita 
Caldwell, Patricia Iverson, Dorothy 
Valentine, Annette Edwards, and 
Ruth Frazier.
 In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations be made to 
the American Cancer Society.
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Rivers Builders SupplyRivers Builders Supply
21435 Hwy 191

Zwolle, LA 71486
318-645-6188
888-661-6188

www.riversbuilderssupply.com

Delivery Within 24 Hours of Placing Order
• Complete House Package
• Premium Yellow Pine Lumber 8’-24’
• #1 Grade Treated Lumber
• Treated Pilings 8’-40’

 Many Mayor Ken Freeman 
is pleased that the Town of Many 
has received a grant of more than 
$20,000 to purchase playground 
equipment for the children of Many.
  The grant came from Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Foundation of 
Louisiana and was supplement-
ed with additional funds from the 
Town of Many. The grant was writ-
ten by Many grants writer Jane 
Hardwick.
  Freeman said there was a 
real need at the Sabine Parish Fair-
grounds for an area where younger 
children could safely play when sib-
lings  were participating in different 
sports at the ball park.

Town of Many Receives 
Grant for Playground 
Equipment by Mary Brocato

  The new playground equip-
ment was installed by city workers 
and has swings, slides, rope ladders 
and other things for children to 
safely play on.   There are also tables 
and barbecue grills so the entire 
family can enjoy watching the chil-
dren have fun.
  City workers will  also up-
date and paint the older equipment 
when weather permits . Still to be 
installed is a rubber matting that 
will go below the new equipment.
  Freeman is pleased with the 
new playground and thinks it’s a re-
ally good addition to the facilities at 
the fairgrounds.

(L to R) Many Mayor Ken Freeman inspects the new playground 
equipment with city crew David Smith, Josh Darden, Keaton Leach, 
and grants writer Jane Hardwick.

From Natchitoches city marshal

raNdy Williams aNd staFF

May this Year of 2020 be...

A Year of Health and Happiness

A Year of Wealth and Wisdom

A Year of Peace and Prosperity

A Year of Glee and Glow

and also

A Year of Love and Laughter

328 St. Denis Street • Natchitoches, LA 71457
(318)357-1129

Happy New Year
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At Natchitoches Assisted Living, part of living well is eating 
well and we serve it up right 3 times a day!

Providing
Support

Choosing which shoes to 
wear is hard enough but 
when it comes to putting 

them on your feet we 
can help!

Finding
Answers

We’re experts at helping 
our residents find answers, 

so they can maintain 
their independence and 

enjoy life!

Staying 
On Track

Keeping track of 
medicines can be a 

handful. We will help 
you get just what the 

doctor ordered!

Learn More! Call 318.356.0016 or visit NRMChospital.org today!

1907 South Dr. • Natchitoches, LA, 71457

Natchitoches Assisted Living is a retirement community 
with efficiency and one-bedroom apartments designed for 

resident’s comfort, security and peace of mind. 

Living      Well


