
 The Town of Many has caught 
a massive fish and is sharing its 
bright scales east and west with 
residents and tourists trekking 
along Highway 6 through down-
town Many. 
 Located between Sonic and the 
town’s fountain garden, the statue 
on the east side of the rainbow-col-
ored fish whose name is Big Fish, 
depicts Many landmarks -- the 
historic depot, St. John the Baptist 
Church with its lavender crepe 
myrtles, the bygone Sabine Theater 
and several buildings along San 
Antonio Avenue in the heart of the 
Cultural District. The west side of 
the fish is a cheerful scene  depict-
ing Toledo Bend Lake complete 

with fireworks. 
 Through  grant 
proceeds from the 
Toledo Bend Lake 
Association, under 
the  direction of pres-
ident Ricky Yeldell, 
and coordination by 
The Sabine Parish 
Tourist Commission, local artist 
Kathryn Woodruff was commis-
sioned to capture the essence of 
the community in paint. 
Woodruff, a Louisiana native, 
was born in Natchitoches, went 
to high school in Olla, and made 
Sabine Parish her home  in 2012.  
She earned her Bachelor of Fine 
Arts, with a concentration in 

sculpture, from LSU Baton 
Rouge in 2010.  
 As an artist, Woodruff 
primarily paints portraits, but  
she also does landscapes, 
woodworking and metalworking, 
among other mediums.. Folks can 
check out her FACEBOOK page 
titled Kat’s Portraits, Etc.
 She and her husband Dennis 

live on Toledo Bend Lake with 
their three children -- two-year 
old Lettie, four-year old Hazel 
and 8-year old Ian, who attends 
Negreet school. 
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Town of Many catches a big fish and shares 
its bright scales east and west for all to see
Story and photos by Nora Drenner

See VIRUS, 5

Pictured with both sides of  Big Fish are 
Town of Many mayor Ken Freeman and 
Many town board member and cultural 
district advisory committee chairperson 
Mary Brocato.

In the blink of an eye, coronavirus changes 
lives in Natchitoches and Sabine parishes
Story and photos by Nora Drenner

 On Sunday, March 22, 
Governor John Bel Edwards 
issued a stay-at-home order 
for Louisianans in response 
to COVID-19, citing the 
number of positive cases in 
the state have reached more 
than 800 spanning half the 
state’s 64 parishes.  
 “As our number of cases 
continue to grow,” said 
Edwards in his news con-
ference,  “I am directing 
all Louisianans to stay at 
home unless it is absolutely 
necessary for you to leave.”
 He continued, “This 
order is not something I 
take lightly, but it is neces-
sary to protect the health, 
safety and well-being of our 
people, our communities 
and our way of life.”
 The order went into 
effect at 5 p.m. Monday, 
March 23,  however, in his 

news conference, Gov. 
Edwards  urged folks 
to immediately act as 
though the order was 
already in place. The 
order remains in effect 
through April 12, how-
ever, it could be ex-
tended, noted Edwards.  
 “In Louisiana we 
have taken aggres-
sive measures to 
mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19 and flatten 
the curve; however, this is 
not enough,” said Edwards.  
He continued, “I am im-
plementing this measure 
to help prevent you from 
becoming infected or infect-
ing someone else.”
 Under the stay-at-home

 

order, folks can go to the 
grocery, convenience or 
warehouse store;  and 
pharmacy;  go to scheduled 
medical appointments after 
checking with your medi-
cal provider;  grab takeout 
and drive through meals 
at restaurants; care for or 
support a friend or family 

member; take a walk, 
ride a bike, hike, jog and 
be in nature for exercise; 
walk pets and take them 
to the veterinarian if 
necessary; help someone 
get necessary supplies; 
and  receive deliveries 
from any business which 
delivers.  
  The key to doing 
the above activities is to 
keep at last six feet of 
distance from others. 

Daycares and early learn-
ing can stay open, but must 
follow directives from the 
Department of Health and 
Department of Education. 
“We need to make sure, 
at a minimum, that our 
healthcare workers can go 

to work,” Edwards said 
during his news confer-
ence. 
 The things folks cannot 
do under the new stay-at 
home order are go to work 
unless  that work is provid-
ing essential services; visit 
friends and family if there 
is no urgent need; and visit 
loved ones in the hospi-
tal, nursing home, skilled 
nursing facility or other 
residential care facility, ex-
cept for limited exceptions 
as provided on the facility 
websites.
The stay-at-home order 
also closes the following 
businesses:
 All places of pub-
lic amusement, whether 
indoors or outdoors, in-
cluding but not limited to, 

“In the blink of an eye, something happens by chance - when you least expect it - 
sets you on a course that you never planned, into a future you never imagined.” 

Nicholas Sparks

 901 South Drive, Natchitoches • 337-258-7725 650 San Antonio Way, Many • 318-431-1503
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#1 SELLING TRACTOR IN THE WORLD#1 SELLING TRACTOR IN THE WORLD

Price
$4,999

COME SEE OUR 60" ZT 
ELITE

Weeks Tractor & Supply
in Natchitoches, LA

WEEKS TRACTOR AND SUPPLY
1790 Highway 3175 Bypass

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-352-9876               Toll Free 800-256-9818              www.weekstractor.net

WEEKS TRACTOR AND SUPPLY
1790 Highway 3175 Bypass

Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-352-9876               Toll Free 800-256-9818              www.weekstractor.net
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The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we 
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 species 
of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kangaroos 
and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy goats 

and baby roos. You never know what you may find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-
on” with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We 
offer drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the 
comfort of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the 

petting zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!

 Due to precautions 
related to the COVID-19 
response, Louisiana Office 
of Motor Vehicles Commis-
sioner Karen St. Germain 
has announced all OMV 
locations across the state 
are closed. During the clo-
sure, online OMV services 
remain available to the 
public. Citizens may also 
take advantage of available 
Public Tag Agent locations.
 Customers are urged to 
utilized the OMV website 
at http:..expresslane.org 
for an updated list of open 
Public Tag Agent locations 
and a complete list of avail-
able online services.
 Additionally, LA Wal-
let, the state of Louisiana’s 
official digital driver’s 
license, is now available 
to residents free of charge. 
The all-digital identification 
and driver’s license app will 
suspend its fee in response 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The app is available to 
download on Apple and 

Android devices by serch-
ing LA Wallet.
 Throughout the closure, 
licensing and registra-
tion requirements remain 
waived through Governor 
John Bel Edwards’ Emer-
gency Proclamation as 
follows:

1. Late fees for driver’s 
license which expire 
between March 9, 2020 
through May 10, 2020, are 
suspended until May 20, 
2020.

2. Penalties and interest 
due on state and local sales 
and use taxes collected 
by the Office of Motor 
Vehicles which began on 
or after March 9, 2020 are 
suspended and are waived 
until June 19, 2020.

3. The three-day peri-
od mandated in LA R.S. 
32:863.1 to appear at an 
Office of Motor Vehicle 
field office for a notice of 
violation served on or after 
March 9, 2020 but before 

May 10, 2020, is suspend-
ed until May 13, 2020.

4. The expiration date of 
temporary registration 
plates issued pursuant to 
LA R.S. 47:519 and La. 
R.S. 47:519.2 which ex-
pired on or before March 
9, 2020 is suspended until 
May 10, 2020.

5. The expiration date of 
license plates issued pur-
suant to LA R.S. 47:462 
which expired on or after 
March 9, 2020 but before 
May 10, 2020 is suspend-
ed until May 10, 2020.

6. The notice of default 
issued pursuant to LA 
R.S. 32:429.4 that would 
be issued on or after 
March 9, 2020 and before 
May 15, 2020 is suspend-
ed, and the notices will 
not be issued until after 
May 15, 2020.

7. The expiration date 
of an apportioned regis-
tration issued under the 

International Registration 
Plan which expires March 
9, 2020 is suspended and 
the expiration date is ex-
tended to May 10, 2020.

8. The period to request 
an administrative hearing 
submitted to the Depart-
ment pursuant to LA R.S. 
32:667, LA R.S. 32:863, 
LA R.S. 863.1 and LAC 
Title 55, Part III, Chapter 
1, §159 which expired on 
or after March 9, 2020 but 
before May 10, 2020 are 
suspended and extended 
until June 10, 2020.

9. The sixty-day delay for 
the Department to submit 
the administrative hearing 
record to the Division of 
Administrative Law pursu-
ant to LAR.S. 32:667(D)
(1) for an arrest which 
occurred on or after March 
9, 2020 but before May 
10, 2020 is extended until 
August 8, 2020.

10. The expiration date 
of driver’s licenses which 

expire on or after March 
9, 2020, but on or before 
May 10, 2020, is sus-
pended and the expiration 
date is extended to May 
20, 2020.

11. Extend the expiration 
of temporary driver’s 
license issued pursuant La 
R.S. 32:667A which were 
issued on or after March 
9, 2020 through May 10th, 
2020 until June 9th, 2020.

12. All students who 
enroll in a driver’s educa-
tion course after March 9, 
2020 shall be allowed to 
begin the driver’s educa-
tion course without the 
issuance of the temporary 
instructional permit until 
May 10, 2020.

13. Any suspension with 
the official notice of 
withdrawal issued on or 
after Feb 17, 2020 but 
before May 10, 2020 shall 
remain in pending until 
June 9, 2020.

Louisiana Office of Motor Vehicles closed until further notice

Contact Around the Town by email: aroundthetownla@aol.com  or on our website: aroundthetownla.com or find us on facebook
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locations with amusement 
rides, carnivals, amusement 
parks, water parks, trampo-
line parks, aquariums, zoos, 
museums, arcades, fairs, 
pool halls, children’s play 
centers, playgrounds, theme 
parks, any theaters, concert 
and music halls, adult enter-
tainment venues, racetracks, 
and other similar businesses.
 All personal care and 
grooming businesses, in-
cluding but not limited to, 
barber shops, beauty salons, 
nail salons, spas, massage 
parlors, tattoo parlors, and 
other similar businesses.
 All malls, except for 
stores in a mall that have a 
direct outdoor entrance and 
exit that provide essential 
services and products as 
provided by the US. Home-
land Cybersecurity & Infra-
structure Security Agency 
(CISA).
  CISA guidelines which 
identify essential critical 
workers and businesses that  
must remain open during 
state and/or national emer-
gencies such as COVID-19 
can be found  online at 
www.cisa.gov 
 Edwards further identified 
journalists as a critical work-
ers in his press conference. 
 The governor also urged 
residents not to buy gro-
ceries, paper products and 
cleaning supplies for more 
than one week at a time to 
give time for restocking.  
 Additionally, Edwards 
previously signed  proc-
lamations and emergency 
orders  implemented as a 
result of  the COVID-19 
pandemic remain in effect .
 Earlier in March, Ed-
wards ordered all K-12 public 
schools closed. Soon after, 
casinos, bars, movie theatres, 
gyms and fitness centers 
were closed. Additionally, 
restaurants were limited  to 
take-out, drive-through and 
delivery orders only.  
 Gathering of folks was 
also limited to 250 which 
cancelled or postponed 
concerts, festivals, sports 
games, school proms, high 
school and college  grad-
uations  and more. Later 
the gathering of folks was 
limited to 50 and now under 
the new stay- at- home 
order the limit is  10.  And 
the state’s April 4 elections 
were moved to June.
 At the beginning of 
March there were no cases 
of COVID-19 in  the state. 

A week later there were 
nearly 100 and when Ed-
wards  issued  the stay-at-
home order the number of 
cases was 838.
 When school doors were 

shut March 13, working 
parents in Natchitoches and 
Sabine parishes scrambled 
to find babysitters, with 
many forced to take school 
age children to grand-
parents and other family  
members, often in a neigh-
boring parish or even  to 
TX,   as local babysitters 
were limited. Teachers and 
administrators  also went 
into quick mode to prepare 
for online learning opportu-
nities, when  available.  
 To- go meals were also 

set up at schools in both 
parishes  to provide meals 
to children.   Due to health 
concerns for staff onsite 
providing those meals  
and students picking up 
those meals, that program 
was suspended. 
 On March 16, Sabine 
Police Jury President Mike 
McCormic and Sabine 
Parish Homeland Security 
and Office of Emergency 
Preparedness Director Da-
vid Davis declared a state 
of emergency for the com-
munity, with Natchitoches 
Parish  Government Pres-
ident John Richmond and 
Many Mayor Ken Freeman 
quickly doing the same. 
 Additionally, a Louisi-
ana State Police (LSP) news 
release upheld the governor’s 
authority, saying Edwards’ 
proclamations and declara-

tions have the power of law. 
As such, local, parish and state 
law enforcement agencies, 
as well as other state authori-
ties including The Louisiana 
Office of Alcohol and Tobac-
co, and state fire marshal, will 
enforce the rules.
 Through  Monday, 
March 23,  the Sabine 
and Natchitoches parish 
courthouses were open for 
business, however, a law 
enforcement officer was  
manned at the door to scan 
the temperature of all want-
ing to enter. Those exhib-
iting a fever  were  turned 
away.  Now, through at least 
April 12,  the courthouses 
are operational.  
 Throughout the closure, 

said Natchitoches Parish  
clerk of court Dave Stamey, 
clerk office staff will answer 
the phone at 318-352-8152 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to handle 
filings.  Passport, and birth 
and death certificate ser-
vices are suspended.
 Sabine Parish courthouse 
staff will also man the tele-
phone throughout the closure. 
Furthermore, 10th Judicial 
District Court in Natchi-
toches Parish and 11th  Judi-
cial District Court in Sabine 
Parish court cases are on 
hold.  All will be notified of 
a new court date.
 The town of Many also 
held a special meeting 
March 16 to enact precau-
tions. As a result, the town 
hall closed its doors to 
the public through at least  
May 3.  Staff and employ-
ees continue to work, and 

all town services continue 
as scheduled. 
 To protect its employ-
ees, said mayor Freeman, 
the temperature of each is 
taken  as they clock in each 
day. Those exhibiting  a 
fever will be  immediately 
taken to a health facility 
for testing.  Additionally, 
any ill  employee will be 
sent home until  he/she is 
deemed healthy to return  to 
work. The town will incur 
all medical expenses  of the 
ill employee and will pay 
them while quarantined.  
Outside maintenance work-
ing are wearing mask and 
gloves.  There is no face 
to face between employee 
and  the public, concluded 
Mayor Freeman. 
 As off press time on 
March 23 the town of Many 
has changed its due dates 
for all traffic fines, fees, tax 
payments and water bill 
payments to April 13. Addi-
tionally all public parks and 
playgrounds are closed.
 Furthermore, the town 
of Many  will not discon-
nect any water meters due 
to nonpayment  until the 
expected  May 4  reopening 
in an effort help contain 

the virus 
and encour-
age proper 
hygiene and 
handwash-
ing.
 The town 
also hired a 
profession-
al  pressure 
washing 
company  to  
disinfect the   
sidewalks 
and store 
fronts  in  the 
town, as well  

as playground equipment in 
various areas around town.
 Lastly, the town of Many 
is strictly enforcing its 
curfew for minors that states 
it is unlawful for any person  
under the age of 17 to be on 
the street  between the hours 
of  10 p.m.  and 5 a.m.  on 
Sunday through Thursday, 
and between midnight  and 
5 a.m. on Friday and Sat-
urday. The exception is for 
those minors accompanied 
by a parent or guardian.  
 The Many police will 
continue to patrol the  streets, 
said mayor Ken Freeman,  
with phone calls to the police  
department automatically  
routed to officers’  phones. 
 Natchitoches City Hall 
also shut its doors to the 
public until further notice. As 
such employees are available 
by phone and email during 

regular business hours.  
Including in the restricted 
access is the  Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Recreation Center, 
said Natchitoches Mayor 
Lee Posey.
  Also, said Mayor Posey,  
although the City of  
Natchitoches does not fall 
under the order of the Louisi-
ana Public Service Commis-
sion, the city will not dis-
connect any utility customer 
for non-payment during the  
duration of  Gov. Edwards  
declaration of a public 
health emergency. 
 However, while no late 
fees will be incurred, please 
be mindful that utility cus-
tomers will be responsible 
for the utility consumption 
during this time and should 
remit payment as soon as 
possible, concluded 
Mayor Posey. 
 The stated  purpose of 
these rapidly changing new 
rules and regulations in Lou-
isiana and across much of  
the U.S. is social distancing 
to help stop or slow down 
the spread of the  disease.    
A few days prior to Edwards 
stay-at-home order, Earl 
Lowry, of Florien, was out 
running errands with his wife 
and he when he saw me, he 
stopped  to say hello  and we 
briefly  chatted. (We kept six 
feet of distance between us.)
 I asked Earl what he 
thought about the govern-
ment telling us where we 
could not go and what we 
could not do.  Earl said he 
thought it would never get 
to this point in the United 
States. He continued, “I’ve 
got mixed feelings about it. 
If it proves that it helped, 
then I will accept it.
 However, said Lowry, 
“If it doesn’t  prove it, then it 
is a government overreach.”  
He concluded by saying he 
thought President Trump 
was doing all he could under 
the circumstances.  
 I then headed to Brook-
shire’s Brothers in Many to 
pick up a few groceries as I 
shop several times a week 
for fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles. While the store was 
filled with folks, they were 
not in their usual mode of 
chatting as they stood in 
line to  check out groceries 
or passed friends in
 the aisles. 
 Instead, they were quick-
ly filling their carts to the 
brim with meat, eggs, milk, 
rice, beans, can goods and 
such.  Many shelves were 
empty while others offered 
limited choices.

Many Mayor Ken Freeman working to keep local
employees and residents safe.

Shelves at Brookshire Brothers grocery in 
Many are empty as locals prepare to stay 
home through the COVID-19 pandemic.

Earl Lowry of Florien
shares his thoughts on  
government mandates 
due to COVID-19.
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THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

 The Natchitoches 
Parish School Board has 
named Grant Eloi its next 
superintendent of schools. 
He replaces Dale Skinner 
who retires in June.  Eloi is 
currently regional  coordi-
nator for Special Schools in 
Pineville, La., a position he 
has held since 2015.  
 The selection of Eloi fol-
lowed a search that produced 
14 applicants from diverse 
geographic and  professional 
backgrounds.   All 14 were 
interviewed and the list was 
narrowed to five.  A meet 
and greet with the five final-
ists was held over a two-day 
period on  March 10-11  to 
allow the public to ask ques-
tions of each candidate.    
Eloi will complete the 
doctorate program in Ed-
ucational Leadership from  
the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette in May. He 
earned his Master‘s Degree 
in Educational Leadership at 
Northwestern State Univer-
sity in Natchitoches, and  
Bachelor of Science  degree 
in Secondary Education 

Social Studies at Louisiana 
State University in Baton 
Rouge. 
 Throughout the inter-
view process, Eloi expressed 
his passion for education and 
said he believes great things 

happen when students are 
challenged.  “When you be-
lieve all  students can learn,” 
said Eli during his interview 
on March 11,  “and you are 
doing things in the class-
room to  make that happen, 
it works.” 

 After being chosen, Eloi  
thanked the board  and said 
he was humbled by their 
selection.  “I know this is 
a great responsibility you 
are bestowing upon me and 
I don’t take it lightly,” said  

Eloi. “I look forward to 
working with you all.”
 The selection of 
Eloi was not a unani-
mous decision.  Giv-
ing the nod to Eloi 
were board members  
Reba Phelps, Bev-
erly Broadway, Ka-
trina Willis, Rhonda 
Guidroz, Billy Bene-
field, Russell Danzy, 
Tan’Keia Palmer and  
Eugene Garner. 
Board members Emile 
Metoyer, Steven 
Harris and Dorothy 
McGaskey had chosen 

Jesse Winston among the 
finalists.  Other finalists 
were Dr. Michael Robinson, 
Dr. Curtis Green and  
Brandy Branigan Law-
rence. The board will now 
entercontract negotiations 
with Eloi.

NPSB selects Grant Eloi as its 
next superintendent of schools
story and photos by staff reporter Nora Drenner

Grant Eloi meets with constituents prior to being 
selected superintendent. 

Board member Katrina Willis congratulates new 
superintendent Grant Eloi. 

Grant Eloi and his wife Lauren 
are all smiles after he is selected 
superintendent of Natchitoches 
Parish Schools. 

To Our Readers
Due to the ever changing situation 

around the COVID-19 pandemic 
 please note that all statistics, 
important medical information 
and closures were accurate as of

going to press on March 23.
Thank you for your understanding.

 Louisiana has found itself 
in the crosshairs of the coro-
navirus pandemic. It is unlike 
anything many of us have seen 
before. I don’t possess the med-
ical expertise to second guess 
the measures Governor Edwards 
has implemented for our state. I 
believe he has acted responsibly 
and with the interests of Louisi-
ana in mind.
 My heart aches for those 
whose businesses and liveli-
hoods have been threatened by 
those policies put in place to 
rein in the spread of this virus. 
As a colleague said two weeks 
ago at the Capitol, “we can ei-
ther take a tough stance and get 
this over with, or let it dribble 
out to its inevitable end.” Three 
weeks ago, Louisiana had “0” 
cases of the coronavirus. One 
week later, it had 97 cases. 
This past Sunday, there were 
897 cases confirmed. This is an 
alarming increase and, on a per 
capita basis, makes it impera-
tive that we take initiatives to 
flatten the curve.
For those businesses reeling 
from the ripple effects of this 
virus, unemployment insurance 
will play a role. SBA loans 
will be made available to assist 

businesses in bridging the gap. 
Federal stimulus packages are 
being finalized in Congress that 
will directly benefit families 
who qualify. I have no doubt 
that there will be more such 
packages in the days to come.
Legislators have refrained from 
daily instructions on how to 
best cope with the Coronavirus. 
This information is more appro-
priately provided by the Gov-
ernor’s office, the LA Depart-
ment of Health, the Governor’s 
Office of Homeland Security 
& Emergency Preparedness, 
and the President’s team of 
health officials. Detailed in-
structions can be seen at any 
time of the day on television, 
radio, newspapers, and social 
media. I urge you to stay 
updated on these directives.
 Please be vigilant. Observe 
social distancing to the greatest 
degree possible. Help our restau-
rants by ordering take-out until 
this danger is past. Someone said, 
“tough times never last . . tough 
people do!” I firmly believe that. 
And I know for certain, “this, too, 
shall pass.”
If our office can help you in any 
way, please call 318-357-3116, or 
my personal cell 318-663-0747.

District 31 Senator Louie Bernard addresses 
constituents on coronavirus pandemic  
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 Secretary of State Kyle 
Ardoin held a press confer-
ence Friday, March 13, to 
address the postponement of 
elections due to a potential  
statewide coronavirus threat.
 As a result, the April 
4 Presidential Preference 
Primary and Municipal Pri-
mary election is being held  
Saturday, June 20. Early 
voting  takes place June 6 
through June 13, excluding 
Sunday, June 7.
The May 9 Municipal 
General election is being  

held Saturday, July 25. Early 
voting  takes place July 11 
through July 18, excluding 
Sunday, July 12.
 The health and safety of 
Louisiana residents is criti-
cal, and we want to do our 
part to prevent the spread 
of this highly infectious dis-
ease. One key stakeholder 
in our decision is our elec-
tion day polling commis-
sioners, said Ardoin during 
the press conference.  
 He continued by stating 
over half of Louisiana’s poll-

ing commissioners are over 
the age of 65, and the CDC 
warns that the older adults; 
people who have serious 
chronic medical conditions 
such as: heart disease, dia-
betes or lung disease are the 
people most at risk for seri-
ous illness from coronavirus. 
Louisiana law allows for 
the postponement of an 
election due to an emer-
gency or common disas-
ter occurring before or 
during a regularly sched-
uled or special election, 

and Secretary Ardoin 
exercised that option.
 “Today, I have certi-
fied that a state of emer-
gency exists, and request-
ed that the Governor 
issue an executive order 
postponing the spring 
elections” concluded  Sec-
retary Ardoin.
The primary purpose of 
the upcoming  election 
is for voters to elect the 
candidate of their choice 
to be nominated and rep-
resent their political party 

-- Democratic or Republi-
can -- for President of the 
United States, and to elect 
members to their state 
central committee and 
parish executive com-
mittees, if applicable. In 
addition, some parishes 
will have local races and/
or local or parishwide 
propositions.
 Folks are reminded to 
contact their respective local 
Registrar of Voters Office 
for more information about 
the upcoming elections.

Louisiana Postpones upcoming elections due to coronavirus threat
staff reporter Nora Drenner

 Health officials say the best way to 
prevent the virus is handwashing- and lots 
of it.  Scrubbing your hands  with soap and 
water for 20 seconds kills the germs.  Do 
this frequently before, during and after  
having contact with folks and surfaces, 
recommend health officials.
 When soap isn’t available, use a hand 
sanitizer that’s at least 60% alcohol. Rub 
the sanitizer around your hands until it is 
dry.  Disinfecting surfaces such as counters, 
doorknobs, light switches, computer key-
boards and such- just think of all the things 
you touch every day- is advised, too.  

Prior to Louisiana’s first confirmed case, the state Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness 
and Louisiana Department of Health began preparations for a pandemic.
As such, the Natchitoches Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness members 
attended a statewide webinar at NatCom911 Center that addressed Consequence Management 
and Support of the potential impacts of COVID-19. The group was closely monitoring updates 
when Gov. Edward’s issued  his March 13  state of emergency proclamation. 
courtesy photo

Handwashing Still 
Best Defense

 Natchitoches Regional 
Medical Center has released 
a statement confirming  the 
first case of COVID-19 in 
Natchitoches Parish. Follow-
ing all infection prevention 
and proactive CDC dis-
ease surveillance practices, 
NRMC treated and dis-
charged home to self-quar-
antine a community member 
who has tested positive for 
the COVID-19 virus, said the 
statement. 
This statement noted  the  
expected outcome was based 
on the immediate assessment 

and presumptive diagnosis 
made by a local provider, in 
an outpatient setting, who 
followed the state and CDC 

guidelines for testing. 
 The diagnosis was 
confirmed Sunday, March 
22. During the patient’s stay 
at the hospital, there was 

never a break in isolation and 
infection prevention prac-
tices, noted officials in the 
statement, thus minimizing 

exposure to caregivers and 
patients.
 Additionally NRMC has 
continued to fully operate 
even while stopping all elec-

tive and non-emergent proce-
dures in accordance with the 
LDH directive. NRMC plans 
to continue to  the commu-
nity in real time as more is 
learned  in the coming days, 
concluded the statement.
 NRMC has been  recog-
nized as a Safecare Top 100 
hospital nationally three of 
the last 4 years. For addi-
tional information about the 
current  COVID-19 pandem-
ic and  hospital  guidelines 
related to it,  go online  to 
www.nrmchospital.org/
covid-19-update

NRMC confirms first COVID-19 case in Natchitoches ParishAround
The 

Town

“The Name You Know - 
The News You Need”

I have set the Lord continually before me; 
Because He is at my right hand, 
I will not be shaken.
Psalm 16:8 NASB

Natchitoches Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness Webinar
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 In the last column I mentioned 
a recent poll by the Pew Research 
Center that indicated that Chris-
tians are headed towards minority 
status in America.  I also made the 
point that as minorities, Christians 
can expect the same challenges all 
minorities face, especially discrim-
ination and prejudice.  I further 
suggested that the good news is 
there is a model for Christians.  
 I said they can learn much by 
studying the history of how blacks 
survived daily under segregation.  
In that article, I mentioned a few 
lessons such as recognizing that 
like blacks, believers should expect 
to be stereotyped by Hollywood 
and consequentially, by society 
in general.  I also mentioned that 
Christians will need to rely on 
the same God who helped blacks 
overcome the evils of segregation.   
Here are a few more lessons.
 Lesson: Segregationists hated 
blacks and sought to exploit them 
economically, subdue them men-
tally and spiritually and in extreme 
cases, even destroy themphysical-
ly, killing some.  
 Similarly, the enemy of Chris-
tians, the devil, seeks to do the ex-
act thing to followers of Christ.  It 
is an attack on their very souls. So 
compromise is not an option. To be 
blunt, Christians, like blacks, must 
realize that this is the spiritual war 
spoken of in the Bible and those of 
us who truly believe are the tar-
gets. In this kind of war, the devil 
targets believers because they are 
the only group he does not have 
in his fold.  His main tactic is to 
make Christians feel terrorized and 
intimidated to the point of denying 
their faith. He wants them to deny 
Christ so that they will lose the 
support of God.  
 In the case of blacks, skin color 
automatically condemned them in 
the eyes of a prejudiced, narrow 
American Society. Today, Chris-
tians are criticized for believing the 
Bible and for having beliefs that 

often conflict with popular trends. 
This makes them easy targets in 
the same way that blacks were. 
In one case the issue was skin 
color. In the other case the issue 
is religious beliefs. The Christian 
is told, you must disown or deny 
your faith and your God or we will 
exclude you from the table and 
persecute you.
 Lesson: Blacks learned that 
there was strength in unity.  When 
they organized in the 1950s and 
1960s, they became a force despite 
legalized racism.  In the same way, 
Christians must also realize the 
power of Christians unifying under 
the guidance of our benevolent 
God. Unfortunately, some who 
“claim” Christ do not get it. They 
are building churches and life-
styles still divided along class and 
racial lines. Generally speaking, 
Blacks also go to churches that are 
basically all black. Whites attend 
churches that are basically all 
white.  Apparently, many cannot 
even pray together. That means 
that as persecution increases, these 
people will not stick together.  The 
rich tend to prefer churches where 
people are wealthy.  However, this 
will only be true for the margin-
al, casually involved person who 
“claims” Christ in name only.  
 In reality, true Christians will 
not fall into this trap and will allow 
their hearts to grow and therefore 
will be able to look beyond super-
ficial characteristics such as race 
and class. Love is the driving force 
for true Christians. We love all 
people, even those who hate us. 
We want no one to go to hell. It is 
why we witness to unbelievers, so 
they can turn around and accept Je-
sus as savior and lord. So certainly, 
love between Christians is essen-
tial too. Prejudice inside or outside 
the church is not a Christian value.
 Lesson: Blacks were not all 
Christians, but black Christians 
led the way in the fight against ra-
cial persecution. God has always 

used the weak to shame 
the mighty. 
 The Bible says, in 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:27, “But God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world 
to confront the wise, and God 
hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things 
which are mighty.” He will be 
glorified as he was when he led 
the exodus which freed Israel, his 
people from the clutches of their 
Egyptian masters. Christians must 

cling to God and their faith for 
strength (Philippians 4:13).  Trust 
in God is a plan that no oppressor 
has ever been able to beat. 
 Lesson: Blacks soberly faced 
the reality that before freedom 
would be won, they would have 
to endure suffering because the 
society had chosen evil over 
good. Today, the society we live 
in also chooses evil over good 
and often callously disregards 
God’s moral standards. 
 The Bible says, woe to those 
who call evil good.  Because of 
the trend towards injustice, Chris-
tians too must endure unearned 
suffering---a term Dr. King used. 
It means some of us will be jailed 
unfairly for our faith. Others will 
be beaten or discriminated against. 
Daily we will be judged. Some 
as King warned, will face physi-
cal death. But the Bible says that 
“all who strive to live godly will 
endure persecution.” On the other 
hand, our Lord Jesus said, that all 

who suffer with him will share in 
the heavenly rewards. 
 Lesson: In the end. God always 
wins.  Blacks knew this and it gave 
them strength to endure the daily 
indignities of racial oppression 
for decades. If you do not believe 
God always wins in the end, just 
ask Pharaoh. Ask theRomans. Ask 
the cruel white slave masters. Ask 
Hitler. Ask the vicious segregation-
ists.  They all opposed people God 
sought to save and did. 
 When you are with God, the 
enemy may appear to be invincible 
and even appear to be winning, but 
pages of history verify time after 
time that God cannot and will not 
be defeated.  Any society that lines 
up against him, his values and his 
people discovers the hard way that 
“their arms are too short to box 
with God” (To borrow the title of a 
famous black play). The Bible tells 
us in Romans 8:31 “If God is for 
us, who can be against us?” 
 Who indeed?
 Local Shout outs:  The second 
quarterly meeting of the Natchi-
toches Community Improvement 
Foundation will be Tuesday, 
April 14, 2020 at First Baptist 
Amulet, 7pm. 
 The foundation is court or-
dered to distribute 1.8 million 
in funds to citizens in the form 
of scholarships and grants in 
the areas of education, recre-
ation, housing and economic 
development. There are five 
seats available on the board. 
Have your church or communi-
ty organization nominate you 
or someone else by sending 
names to NCIF, P.O. Box 606, 
Natchitoches, LA  71458.  
 The Natchitoches Coalition on 
Homelessness has a freeshare a 
meal at Shiloh Baptist on the last 
Thursday of each month. For info, 
call 1-313-296-3128. Shiloh is at 
Sixth and Amulet Streets. Please 
donate to their work in helping the 
homeless get off the streets.

Black History Brief:  Part II: What Black 
History can teach Christians about 
enduring prejudice and persecution
columnist Edwin Crayton

“But God hath chosen 
the foolish things of 
the world to confront 
the wise, and God 
hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to 
confound the things 
which are mighty.”

I Corinithians 1:27

 Easter Sunday -- a 
highly awaited spring- 
time event complete 
with dying and dec-
orating eggs,  Easter 
egg hunts and enjoy-
ing delicious food. 
But what makes the 
holiday so special 
is the celebration of 

the resurrection of our 
savior, Jesus Christ! 

 Easter Sun-
day represents the 
freedom we have 
in living a victori-
ous life connected 
to God. Because 
of His grace, our 
sins are forgiven, 

and we have the privi-
lege of receiving abun-
dant joy for all the days 
to come.
 In celebration of this 
Easter season, here are 
a few Bible verses  you 
and your family can read 
together to fill your heart 
and lift your spirit.  

Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ
staff reporter Nora Drenner

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives 
by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
John 11:25-26

Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who 
died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand 
of God and is also interceding for us. Romans 8:34

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here! 2 Corinthians 5:17
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Funeral services for Agnes 
Pauline Brown, 93, of 
Hornbeck, LA, were held 
on Sunday, March 15, 2020 
at 2:00 PM at Pleasant 
View Baptist Church with 
Rev. John Lewing II and 
Rev. Buddy Airhart offi-
ciating.  Burial followed 
in the Prewitts Chapel 
Cemetery.  Visitation was 
held on Sunday, March 
15, 2020, at 10:00 AM 
at Pleasant View Baptist 
Church.
Agnes Pauline Brown was 
born on Thursday, June 3, 
1926 in Peason, LA.  She 
passed away on Wednes-
day, March 11, 2020 at 
Rapides Regional Medical 
Center in Alexandria, LA.  
She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Ephriam 
William Bridges and Mina 
(Chance) Bridges; hus-
band, Olvin Brown; sister, 
(baby) Mary Bridges; 
brother, Lee Bridges; sister, 
Audrey Brown Potter; 
son-in-law, Malcolm Cole; 
brothers-in-law, Murrell 
Jacobs and Buddy Waller.
 She is survived by her 
daughters, Janice Cole of 
Hornbeck, LA and Linda 
Brown Hilton of Horn-
beck, LA; sisters: Murlene 
Jacobs of New Caney, TX, 
Louise Waller of Conroe, 
TX and Barbara Single-
ton and husband Frank 
of Clayton, GA; brothers: 
Junior Bridges and wife 
Judy of Hempstead, TX, 
Charles Bridges of Horn-
beck, LA,  Wallace Bridges 
of Marthaville, LA and 
Hollace Bridges of Bunker 
Hill, IL; grandchildren: 
Waylon Cole and wife 
Angel, Stacy Cole and wife 
Monica and Chris Hilton 
and wife Meghan; great 
grandchildren: Madi-
syn Cole, Mackie Cole, 
MaKayla Cole, Mylee 
Hilton and Abi Hilton; 
along with a host of nieces, 
nephews and friends.
 Pallbearers were Andy 
Mitchell, Leon McPhail, 
Scottie Tiffany, Gary Prid-
gen, Barry Formby and 
Ben Prewitt.

Life Celebration services 
were held at the Asbury 
United Methodist Church, 
704 5th Street, Natchi-
toches, LA 71457 Saturday, 
March 21, 2020, 11:00 
a. m. Burial will mili-
tary honors followed in 
the Campti Community 
Cemetery.  The casketed 
remains lie in state at the 
church Saturday from 
9:30 a. m. to service time.  
Services were under the 
direction of the Winnfield 
Memorial Funeral Home 
in Natchitoches, LA. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
for Mrs. Carol Deloney 
was  held at 2 pm on 
Saturday, March 14, 2020, 
at The Minor Basilica of 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church of 
Natchitoches with Rev. 
Luke LaFleur serving as 
celebrant.  Interment fol-
lowed  at Fern Park Ceme-
tery in Natchitoches.  The 
family received friends 
from 10 am until 1 pm 
on Saturday the 14th at 
Blanchard-St. Denis Fu-
neral Home with the Holy 
Rosary recited at 1 pm in 
the funeral home chapel.
She is survived by her hus-
band, Francis Deloney; her 
beloved fur-baby, Buttons; 
her children, Dewayne 
Deloney and wife Tonya, 
Mark Deloney and wife 
Kathy, and Kristi Martin 
and husband Edward; 
grandchildren, Brandi 
Harrington and husband 
Drake, Hunter Martin and 
wife Stephanie, Tiffany 
Fuller and husband TJ, 
Whitney Radcliff and hus-
band Cody, Hailey Colvin 
and husband Jason, Hil-

lary Severin and husband 
Nigel, Holly Guillory and 
husband Blake, Hannah 
Guidry and husband Pey-
ton; great-grandchildren, 
Hudson, Hendrix, and 
Hayes Harrington, Braylee, 
Michael and Lillie Martin, 
Sydney, Maddox, and Maci 
Fuller, Finley Radcliff, 
Noah, Kylie, and Knox 
Severin, Avery, Audry, Ad-
dison, and Dezzie Colvin, 
Ames and Asher Guillory, 
Rowan, and Beckham 
Guidry.

Funeral service for Mrs. 
Donna Jean Jordan were 
held at 10 am Thurs-
day, March 19, 2020, at 
Blanchard-St. Denis Fu-
neral Home with Bro. Cecil 
Boswell officiating.  Burial 
followed at Central Ceme-
tery in Robeline, LA.  The 
family received friends from 
5 pm until 8 pm on Wednes-
day the 18th at Blanchard-
St. Denis Funeral Home.  
Those honored to serve as 
pallbearers were Jeff Wood-
el, Brad Woodel, Rodney 
Stewart, Seth Woodel, Whit 
Stoker, Seth Woodel, and 
Daniel Woodel.  Honor-
ary pallbearer were Zach 
Woodel.
Donna, 75 years of age and 
a resident of Natchitoches 
passed away on March 16, 
2020 in Alexandria, LA.  She 
was born on September 29, 
1944, to Oscar and Annie 
Booty Woodel in Kurth-
wood, LA.  She was preced-
ed in death by her parents; 
husband Raymond Troy 
Jordan; and 2 sisters, Vicki 
Woodel and Sue Stoker.
She is survived by two sons, 
Brent Troy Jordan and Mark 
Lane Jordan (Bridgett); 
grandchildren, Cody Troy 
Jordan and Lucas Cale 
Jordan; sisters, Gayla Ma-
roney (Basil) and Rhonda 
Hamous; brothers Garland 
Woodel (Sherry), Chris 
Woodel (Marie), and Stanley 
Woodel (Karen); sister in 
law Charlotte Parks (Err-
ington); as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services for An-
thony William Kezerle, 59, 
of Noble, LA, were held 
on Saturday, March 14, 
2020 at 11:00 AM at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church 
with Father Joseph Ampatt 
officiating.  Burial followed 
in the St. Joseph Cemetery.  
Visitation was held on Fri-
day, March 13, 2020, at 4:00 
PM at Warren Meadows 
Funeral Home, Zwolle, LA.
 Anthony William Kezerle 
was born on Wednesday, 
August 31, 1960 in Sava-
nah, GA.  He passed away 
on Thursday, March 12, 
2020 at Christus Schumpert 
Highland in Shreveport, 
LA.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Se-
bastian Joseph Kezerle and 
Marian Bernice (Davies) 
Kezerle; and his brother, 
Sebastian Kezerle, Jr.
 He is survived by his 
brothers, Bernard Kezerle 
of Noble, LA and Jason 
Kezerle and wife Roxanne 
of Noble, LA; sister-in-law, 
Regina Rivers Kezerle of 
Noble, LA; aunt, Linda 
Schunch and husband John 
of Savannah, GA; nieces 
and nephews: Jared Mar-
tinez of Ebarb, LA, Matt 
Kezerle of Converse, LA, 
Jana Ebarb of Ebarb, LA, 
Colby Kezerle of Noble, 
LA, Hayden Kezerle of 
Shreveport, LA and Austin 
Kezerle of Noble, LA; along 
with a host of friends.
 Pallbearers were his neph-
ews: Colby Kezerle, Matt 
Kezerle, Austin Kezerle, 
Hayden Kezerle, Maddox 
Ebarb and Robert Parrie.

Funeral services for Mr. 
James “Jimmy” Lofton 
were held on Wednesday, 

March 18, 2020, at 10:00 
a.m. at Blanchard-St. 
Denis Funeral Home in 
Natchitoches. Burial fol-
lowed at Belmont Ceme-
tery in Belmont, LA.  The 
family received friends on 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020, 
from 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
at Blanchard-St. Denis 
Funeral Home.  Jimmy 
was preceded in death by 
his parents, James Dudley 
Lofton and Helen Abbott 
Lofton; his daughter Ve-
ronica Marie Lofton; and 
two brothers, John Hugh 
Lofton and Gordon Barry 
Lofton.
Jimmy was a loving hus-
band, father, and grand-
father.  He had an amaz-
ing sense of humor and 
always had a comeback 
for anything.  He married 
Bea when he was 20 and 
she was 16.  Everyone said 
it would not last, but he 
proved them wrong.  He 
was in construction for 
years, but when his first 
granddaughter was born, 
he quit his job to take care 
of her and later her broth-
er, so they wouldn’t have 
to go to daycare.  He was 
a great friend as well as fa-
ther, and grandfather.  He 
loved God, his church, and 
his family.  He had a great 
testimony because the 
Lord picked him up and 
put him on the right track 
and held none of his past 
against him.  He dearly 
loved his wife and always 
told her “I love you more.”
Jimmy is survived by his 
wife of 46 years, Beatrice 
Strebeck Lofton; sons, 
James B. Lofton, Jr. and 
spouse Allison of Natchi-
toches, Michael C. Lofton 
and spouse Jennifer of 
Bossier City; daughter 
Monica Lofton Chum-
ley and spouse Chuck of 
Natchitoches; brothers 
David Lofton and spouse 
Judy of San Francisco, CA, 
Gary Lofton and spouse 
Janet of Greenwood, LA; 
sisters Catherine Culpep-
per and spouse George of 
Robeline, LA, and Nona 
Jakabffy of Lake Charles, 
LA; and grandchildren, 
Tyler, Veronica, and Jacob 
Chumley, Aidan, Gavin, 
Riley, and Patrick Lofton, 
and Journey and Addison 
Lofton. 

Continued page 10
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Funeral services for Mark 
Henry Moreno, 57, were 
held  Friday, March 13 at 
10 a.m. from the sanctuary 
of Grayson Baptist Church, 
Grayson, La., with Bro. 
Aaron McGuffee officiat-
ing. Interment followed 
at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery 
west of Columbia, La. 
Visitation was held at Riser 
and Son Funeral Home, 
Columbia, Thursday, 
March 12 from 5-8 p.m.
Mark Henry Moreno was 
born Aug. 24, 1962, in An-
chorage, Ak., to the union 
of his parents, Clarence 
Henry Moreno and Virgin-
ia Wassenmiller Moreno, 
and he passed from this 
life to his heavenly home 
March 10, 2020, in Natchi-
toches after a brave battle 
with cancer.
Mark was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
his son, Clint Moreno.
Mark graduated from 
ULM with a degree in 
Agri-Business. He went to 
work for UPS and worked 
there for 22 years. He cur-
rently was employed with 
Terrell River Service and 
loved working there. He 
was an active member of 
Trinity Baptist Church in 
Natchitoches. 
Those left to cherish his 
memory are his wife, 
Violet Waggoner Moreno 
of Natchitoches; daughter, 
Casey Moreno of Grayson; 
sons, Cole Moreno (Kayla) 
of Josephine, Texas, and 
Austin Moreno (Brady) 
of Boyce; step-daugh-
ter, Lexie Pitre (John) of 
Alexandria; step-son, Bob 
Daily (Denise) of Deville; 
sister, Lori Washam (Mike) 
of Hebert, La.; brother, 
Duane Moreno (Lisa) of 
Saline; grandchildren, 
Xander Moreno, Ozzy 
Moreno, Aria Moreno 
and a third grandson on 
the way; five step-grand-
children; one step-great-
grandchild; one aunt; and 
a host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.
Serving as pallbearers were 
Mike Washam, Curtis 

Ransbottom, Don Pospi-
sil, Ted Maxfield, Randy 
Etheridge, Darren Mc-
Guffee, David Beard and 
Kelvin Durr.
Honorary pallbearers were 
John Waggoner, Homer 
Waggoner and Paul Pier-
roni.

Funeral services for James 
Benjamin (Benny) Nol-
ley, Sr. age 77 of Natchi-
toches were held at 10 
am on March 21, 2020, 
at Blanchard-St. Denis 
Funeral Home with Rev. 
Blake Deshautelle offici-
ating.  Burial followed at 
Oak Grove Cemetery in 
Natchitoches, LA.  Vis-
itation was held from 9 
am until service time on 
March 21stt at Blanchard-
St. Denis Funeral Home.
Benny, as he was known 
to everyone, died March 
18, 2020.
He was a 1961 graduate of 
Natchitoches High School 
and attended Northwest-
ern State University.  He 
retired as owner and op-
erator of Nolley Vending 
Co., Professional Janito-
rial Service, and Natchi-
toches Bottled Water 
Service.
Benny was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Joseph Benjamin Nolley 
and Helen Blue Nolley; 
sons, James Benjamin 
(Benjy) Nolley, Jr. and 
Aaron Todd Nolley; and 
a sister, Linda Sue Nolley 
Marlowe.
He is survived by his wife 
of 56 years Mary Mar-
garet Ferguson Nolley; 
brothers, Gary Wayne 
Nolley and wife Miranda 
of Natchitoches, Kenneth 
Ray Nolley and wife Ro-
chelle of Longview, TX, 
and brother in law, Ted 
Marlowe of Houston, TX; 
nephews, Wynce Nolley 
and Coy Nolley of Lafay-
ette, LA, Jo Mack Nolley 
of Diana, TX, Jeffrey Mar-
lowe of Austin, TX; niece, 
Amanda Nolley Brasher 
of Ore City, TX.

Pallbearers were Jerry 
Smith, Clark Averett, Coy 
Nolley, Wynce Nolley, 
Hester Leach, and Patrick 
Custis.

Graveside services for 
Matthew Porter, 90, of 
Many, LA, were held on 
Thursday, March 19, 2020 
at 2:00 PM at Fort Jesup 
Cemetery with Bro. Win-
ston Hodge officiating. 
Matthew Porter was born 
on Tuesday, January 7, 
1930 in Plant City, FL. 
He passed away on Sun-
day, March 15, 2020 at 
VA Medical Center in 
Alexandria, LA. He was 
preceded in death by 
his wife, Geneva Hodge 
Porter; parents, Ivy Porter 
and Sarah (Grice) Porter; 
brother, James Porter; and 
sister, Frances Lewis.
Mr. Porter served in the 
Army for twenty-three 
years. He was a Veteran of 
the Korean War. Receiving 
many medals through out 
his military career includ-
ing the Purple Heart. Mr. 
Porter retired as a Sergeant 
First Class. He served 
many years as a Mason 
in the Masonic Lodge in 
Noble, LA.
He is survived by his 
daughter, Kimberly Shipp 
of Natchitoches, LA; 
grandchildren, Quinton 
Shipp (Tara) of Hagewood, 
LA and Garrett Shipp of 
Natchitoches, LA; brother, 
Daniel Porter of Jackson-
ville, FL; brother-in-law, 
Vernon Hodge (Rhonda) 
of McKinney, TX; he was 
the surrogate father to 
Christopher Hodge and 
wife Desiree and Jessica 
Hodge Fisher (Brandon); 
along with a host of nieces, 
nephews and friends.

Bobby Dale Presson, Jr., 49 
years of age and a resident 
of Natchitoches entered his 
heavenly home on Tuesday, 
March 17, 2020.  Dale was 
born on January 19, 1971, in 
Shreveport to Judith Alexan-
der and Bobby Dale Presson, 
Sr.
He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Judith Alexander 
and Bobby Dale Presson, Sr.
Those left to cherish his life 
are his wife of 22 years, Tanya 
Presson; two daughters, 
Taylor Presson and Kendal 
Presson; grandson, Jaxson 
Presson; father, David Alex-
ander and wife Janice; broth-
er, Neil Alexander and wife 
Shaunda and their daughter 
Mallory; a sister, Bree Slack 
and husband Brian and their 
children Brianna, Logan, and 
Ella; mother in law, Brenda 
Carrizal and husband Greg-
ory; father in law, Charles 
DeDon; and a brother in law, 
Gregory Carrizal.
Dale grew up in Shreve-
port and Natchitoches.  He 
graduated from Logansport 
High School and attended 
NSU.  Dale loved to travel 
and actually lived overseas 
for a brief time.  He was 
employed with Patterson 
Companies.  He was a loving 
husband, father, and pops.  
A true Christian man that 
was always available to help 
anyone in need.  He always 
enjoyed spending time with 
his family and friends and 
especially enjoyed riding his 
motorcycle. 
A service to honor his life 
was held at 1 pm on Sat-
urday, March 21, 2020, at 
Blanchard-St. Denis Funer-
al Home.  Burial followed 
at American Cemetery in 
Natchitoches.  Visitation was 
held   from 5 pm until 7 pm 
on Friday, March 20th at 
Blanchard-St. Denis Funeral 
Home.
Those honored to serve 
as pallbearers were Buzzy 
Walker, Luke Smith, Jay Pro-
cell, Ray Granger, Gregory 
Carrizal, and Stoney Crow.  
Honorary pallbearers were 

Nick Niette, Kinny Niette, 
and Dalton Niette.

Graveside services for Don-
nie Ruth Shirley, 83, of Many, 
LA, were held on Saturday, 
March 21, 2020 at 1:00 PM at 
Florien Cemetery with Pastor 
Jim Manning officiating.
Donnie Ruth Shirley was 
born on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 27, 1936 in DeRidder, 
LA. She passed away on 
Wednesday, March 18, 
2020 at Rapides Regional 
Medical Center in Alexan-
dria, LA. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents, 
Joseph Nathan Sandifer; 
Effie Mae (Bailey) San-
difer; husband, Edwin 
Duhon; sisters, Doris 
Duke and Iris Calloway; 
and her brothers, Joseph 
Nathan Sandifer and Bob-
by Sandifer.
She is survived by her 
son, Charles Duhon and 
wife Stephanie of Many, 
LA; brother, Billy Sandif-
er and wife Ruth of Moss 
Bluff, LA; grandchildren, 
Michael Duhon and wife 
Jennifer of Peoria, IL and 
Melannie Ford and hus-
band Shayne of Florien, 
LA; great grandchildren: 
Shayla Duhon, Caleb 
Duhon, Isaac Duhon, Wy-
att Ford and Morgan Ford; 
along with a host of nieces, 
nephews and friends.

Funeral Services were cel-
ebrated Saturday, March 
21, 2020 at 1:00 p. m. in 
the Winnfield Memorial 
Funeral Home Chapel, 117 
MLK Drive, Winnfield, LA 
71483 with burial fol-
lowing in the Union Hill 
Cemetery.

OBITUARY and  DEATH NOTICES
Henry Mark Moreno
August 24, 1962-
March 10, 2020

James Benjamin (Benny) Nolley, Sr.
October 21, 1942-

March 18, 2020

Matthew Porter
January 7, 1930-
March 15, 2020

Bobby Dale Presson, Jr.
January 19, 1971-
March 17, 2020 Donnie Ruth Shirley

October 27, 1936-
March 18, 2020

Inez Zeno
March 8, 1944-
March 9, 2020

Deepest
Condolences 

from the 
Around The Town
staff on your loss



 In anticipation of need 
and recognizing the poten-
tial risks associated with 
the COVID-19 virus, the 
Natchitoches Parish 9-1-1 
Communications District 
has announced more strin-
gent measures aimed at 
protecting the NATCOM 
9-1-1 facility, and our pub-
lic safety call takers and 
dispatchers from the spread 
of the COVID-19 virus.
 In addition to internal 
controls, unitl further no-
tice all visits and tours of 
the NATCOM facility are 
cancelled. 9-1-1 Address 
Applications will contin-
ue to be processed BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY 
at an outside location 
near the main entrance to 
the facility. Call 357-8300 
for appointments.

 Fire Chief John Wynn, 
Chairman of the Commu-
nications Commission, 
urges everyone to remain 
vigilant against this threat, 
and cooperate with federal, 

state, and local officials in 
the fight agains the Coro-
navirus. “We are taking 
these actions to ensure 
that you continue to have 
quick and easy access 
to public sfety services 
by protecting your 9-1-1 
system here in Natchi-
toches Parish”.
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 The Cane  River Creole 
National Park has tempo-
rarily closed  the Oakland 
Plantation main house, 
Oakland store, and Mag-
nolia store, as recommend-
ed by the CDC and other 
public health public health 
officials. The two planta-
tions are located south of 
Natchitoches.   
 Park grounds which 
include  various outbuild-
ings and visitor restrooms 
at  Oakland and Magnolia 
plantations  remain open 
daily from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m., however, that could 
change  as the  coronavirus 
pandemic progresses. 
 According to a news 
release, The National 

Park Service (NPS) is 
taking extraordinary steps 
to implement the latest 
guidance from the White 
House, Centers for Dis-
ease Control & Prevention 
(CDC), and local and state 
authorities to promote 
social distancing.
 The NPS is modify-
ing operations until fur-
ther notice for facilities 
and programs that cannot 
adhere to this guidance. 
Where it is possible to 
adhere to this guidance, 
outdoor spaces will re-
main open to the public. 
“The health and safety of 
our visitors, employees, 
volunteers, and partners 
is the priority of the 

National Park Service,” 
Secretary of the Interior 
David Bernhardt said. 
“Park superintendents 
are empowered to modify 

their operations, includ-
ing closing facilities and 
cancelling programs, to 
address the spread of  

the coronavirus.” 
 “The NPS is working 
with federal, state, and 
local authorities, while we 
as a nation respond to this 
public health challenge,” 
NPS Deputy Director 
David Vela said. “Park 
superintendents are as-
sessing their operations 
now to determine how 
best to protect the 
people and their parks 
going forward.”   
 The NPS urges visi-
tors to do their part when 
visiting a park and to 
follow CDC guidance 
to prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases by 
maintaining a safe dis-
tance between yourself 

and other groups; washing 
your hands often with 
soap and water for at least 
20 seconds; avoiding 
touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth; covering your 
mouth and nose when you 
cough or sneeze; and most 
importantly, staying home 
if you feel sick.  
 High-risk populations, 
such as the elderly and 
people with underlying 
conditions,  are remind-
ed  to take extra caution 
and follow CDC guidance 
for those at higher risk of 
serious illness.  
 Updates about the 
NPS response to the coro-
navirus will be posted on 
www.nps.gov/coronavirus.

Cane River Creole National Park keeps grounds open to 
public but closes stores and main house

We offer the same Monday through Friday,  8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. service 
to the public.  Please call our office at (318)357-1129 or Marshal Randy 
Williams at (318)471-3235 if you have a problem or if you have questions.
City Court for April 21 has been cancelled due to the Coronavirus Pan-
demic.  If you need to speak to someone about resetting your court 
date you can contact City Court at (318)352-6666, or call Marshal Wil-
liams at (318)471-3235.  Thank you in advance for your patience and 
cooperation during this difficult time.

The Natchitoches 
City Marshal’s Office 
has not closed! 

 On March 13, 2020, shortly after 8:45 
p.m., Louisiana State Police Troop G respond-
ed to a one-vehicle, fatal crash on Louisiana 
Highway 786 east of United States Highway 
371. This crash claimed the life of a Coushatta 
woman.
 The initial investigation revealed a 2015 
Harley Davidson motorcycle, driven by 
37-year-old Dan Youngblood of Coushatta, 
was traveling westbound on Louisiana High-
way 786 when it struck a deer in the roadway. 
After impact, the motorcycle overturned and 
exited the roadway.

 Dan Youngblood, who was ejected from 
the motorcycle, sustained moderate injuries 
and was taken to local hospital. The passenger, 
31-year-old Kimberly Youngblood of Coushat-
ta, was also ejected from the motorcycle and 
sustained fatal injuries. She was pronounced 
dead at the hospital. Although helmets were 
worn by both occupants, neither occupant was 
wearing an approved DOT helmet.
 A toxicology sample was obtained and sub-
mitted for analysis. The crash remains under 
investigation.
Although you may not be able to prevent all in-

juries in a motorcycle crash, choosing the right 
safety equipment is the best way to prevent 
serious or fatal injuries. DOT approved hel-
mets are made to safety standards which will 
increase the likelihood of preventing traumatic 
brain injuries, skull fractures, and other serious 
injuries. Novelty helmets are not always DOT 
approved. These helmets are often thinner and 
lightweight which are designed for appearance. 
Louisiana law requires all occupants of motor-
cycles must wear DOT approved helmets.
 In 2020, Troop G has investigated four 
fatal crashes resulting in four deaths.

Motorcycle passenger killed in Red River crash with deer

Natchitoches 911 
announces new 
guidelines for 
address applications
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CLASSIFIEDS Pay with 

Personal Check
or Credit Card

To place an ad
Call 318-471-6948

or see mail-in form below

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!

CLASSIFIED AD ORDER FORM
Fill out the form below. 

Add a “Grabber” or border for an additional $1.75
Add a photo (email photo) for additional $2.75

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone (count as one word if used in ad)

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30  photo emailed (circle one):  YES    NO 

Personal Ads: Up to 10 words $3.00 
plus 30¢ each additional word maximum 30 words

Business Ads: Up to 10 words $5.00 
plus 30¢ each additional word maximum 30 words

Check or credit card accepted for payment.
Deadline is 5pm the Friday before publication date. 

To place an ad call 318.471.6948 or 
mail form and payment to:

Around the Town, PO Box 187, Robeline, LA 71469
Credit Card payment information:

Name on Card

Card Number 

Exp. Date Card Type MM/YR

SOLD

ADD A GRABBER OR BORDER!
Circle One

Double
Border

Single
Border

Sabine Retirement and Re-
habilitation hiring CNAs for 
all shifts. Come in to apply 
or call Richard Bruce at 318-
590-0200.

A to Z 123 Hiring Child-
care Worker Requirement: 
6am-1pm Love kids, Reli-
able, Flexible, Energetic, 
Positive attitude. CDA pre-
ferred or willing to complete 
CDA classes. Apply at 1036 
Fourth St., Natchitoches, LA 
71457. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE!

LPNs Needed For All Shifts  
at Sabine Retirement & Re-
habilitation Center. Please 
contact Richard Bruce, Ad-
ministrator at 318-590-0200 
or 965 Fisher Road, Many, 
LA 71449.

Clinical Medical Assistant 
9MA) or Certified Nurse 
Assistant (CNA) needed for 
busy multi-physician prac-
tice. Looking to hire some-
one to work directly with 
patient care, have good 
communication and com-
puter skills. Experience in 
ICD 10 & CPT coding, elec-
tronic practice management 
system a plus. Fax resume 
to 318-352-6803 or mail to: 
Family Doctors of Natchi-
toches, 615 Bienville Street, 
Natchitoches, LA 71457.

Wanted Full-Time Recep-
tioist/Secretary responsi-
ble for greeting customers, 
managing phone calls and 
emails, scheduling and fol-
lowing up appointments, 
tracking status of projects, 
typing and filing. Must have 
excellent computer skills, 
specifically Microsoft Word. 
Send resume to P.O. Box 
1011, Natchitoches, LA 
71457.

Premier Off-Shore Catering 
We are now accepting ap-
plications for experienced 
offshore day cooks, night 
cooks, bakers, camp boss, 
galley and BR hands. We 
offer a 28 & 14 rotating work 
schedule and an excellent 
benefits package which in-
cludes MEDICAL, DENTAL, 
VISION, LIFE AND AD&D 
INSURANCE. Starting sal-
ary depending on level of 
offshore experiece. Apply at 
www.premieroffshorecater-
ing.com.

Seeking Applications For 
full-time and part-time cooks 
at Kwik Trip in Zwolle. Pick 
up applications at the front.

Truck Drive Needed: Min-
imum 2 years CDL experi-
ence. Local driving. Home 
every day. Call 318-352-
0466.

Weeks Tractor Parts De-
partment is looking to hire 
a full-time parts employee. 
Retail experience and cus-
tomer service skills are a 
MUST! Mechanical knowl-
edge would be a plus. Apply 
in person ONLY! 1790 Hwy. 
3175 Bypass, Natchitoches, 
LA 71457.

Four High Back Bar Stools 
for sale. Has padded seats. 
$120 CASH for all. Call 318-
646-2274. Leave message if 
no answer.

3’x5’ US American Flags.  
Price $8. These 3’x5’ (90 x 
150) 50 star USA flag on a 
silky looking material can 
be used for outdoors or in-
doors, coming with strong 
hang grommets. Call 318-
471-6948.

French Fry & Vegetable 
Cutter. Julienne in a jiffy with 
this lever-operated Maxam® 
Vegetable Cutter tool, cre-
ating even cuts of a variety 
of vegetables. The Maxam® 
French Fry and Vegetable 
Cutter makes short work of 
creating your favorite sweet 
potato or russet fries, and 
quickly slices other vegeta-
bles for the party dip tray. 
Features stainless steel con-
struction suction base, and 
2 sizes of cutting grids. Mea-
sures 9-3/4” x 5” x 3 1/2”. 
Gift boxed. 10 available. $30 
each. Call 318-471-6948.

Hay For Sale. 5x6 roll, $35 
per roll. Call 318-352-0466 
or 318-730-5543.

Nice Mobile Homes w/
front and back porches 
and apartments in Florien. 
3BD HOUSE AVAILABLE, all 
electric in Many for rent on 
Magnolia Street. Large living 
rooms/dens. Refrigerator 
and stove included in all. No 
Pets. Call 318-586-3585 or 
318-586-7854.

4 Bedroom/2 Bath Country 
Home. Has stove, refrigera-
tor, washer and dryer. Large 
front porch and double car-
port. $800/month. $600/de-
posit. Call 337-319-1374 or 
318-581-6525.

2 BR/1BA Trailer on Grand 
Ecore Road. $550 rent, $550 
deposit. NO PETS! Call 318-
352-3953 or 318-652-0666.

3BD/1BA Rent To Own 
3-5% Down move you in. No 
banks involved. No credit 
check. Call 318-505-7467.
1178 Hwy 480 Doublewide. 
3BR, 2 1/2 BA Campti; 6065 
Hwy 84 House, 3BR, 1 1/2 
BA, Clarence; 153 Hicks 
Road House, 2BR/1BA 
Natchitoches. 1 year lease. 
No pets in house. Not on 
housing. Call 318-352-3453.

3/2 Modular Home with 
fenced yard, totally renovat-
ed. $1050/month and/or 3/2 
Mobile Home, $675/month. 
4B/2BA double wide $975/
month. All in Cedar Grove 
area. Call Archie at 318-352-
1068 or 318-730-5543.

3BD Houses In Florien & 
Many.  $550 month, 2 BD 
House in Old Fisher, $475 
month, 1 & 2 BD apartments 
in Many. $395 month. 2 BD 
House near Big Bass Ma-
rina, $375 month. Call 318-
332-5229.

Clean Mobile Home in fam-
ily oriented park. No pets 
allowed. Deposit required. 
Mature adults preferred. Call 
318-256-2466 for viewing 
appointment.

For Rent - Office and Re-
tail space available in Many. 
318-315-0484.

Middle Creek Apts Great 
Rental Value  with HUD sub-
sidy and generous new utili-
ty allowances. 1, 2, 3, 4 bed-
room units with appliances, 
central air and washer and 
dryer connections. Call 256-
5431 or 315-2811 or apply 
by contacting cane-middle@
cp-tel.net. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.

For Sale By Owner $5,000+ 
SF home with 4BR/3.5BA, 
home office, formal living 
room, keeping room, gour-
met chef’s kitchen on more 
than 2 acres overlooking the 
Cane River Lake in Natchi-
toches, LA. Price reduced 
to $695,000. Call 214-537-
6735.

Natchitoches Townhome 
For Sale 534 Oakland Drive, 
2/2/1 with garage. $140,000. 
Call 318-542-8750.

Saline Lake Winnfield Lake 
front lots REDUCED $6,000 
and up. Call 318-797-0447 
or 318-288-2071.

Cotton’s Water-Well LLC.  
Drilling and repair. Call 318-
256-2322 or 318-256-2100 
Many, LA.

Get NFL Sunday Tick-
et Free  with DIRECTV 
RChoice All-Included pack-
age. $59.99 per month for 12 
months. 185 channels PLUS 
thousands of shows/movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR upgrade. Call 1-866-
734-0452 or satellitedeal-
now.com/LPA.

Items for Sale

Help Wanted

Services

Real Estate

For Rent

FIND IT OR SELL IT HERE IN ATT-LA CLASSIFIEDS

Around 
The TownLOOK HERE!

ATT-LA
JOBS - SELL
RENT - BUY
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PAT TODD, JR.
630 4th St.

Natchitoches, LA 71457

For all your Real
Estate Needs, Contact 

me at:
(318) 332-1723

I Specialize in
Residential,

Commercial, Lots and 
Large Tracts of Land.

COUNTRY BOYCOUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • 

Seafood • Steak Fingers • Hand Battered 
Onion Rings • Livers • Breast Filets • 

Much, Much More

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm

Call In Orders 
To Go

256-3953256-3953

105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

OpenOpen
Sunday - Thursday Sunday - Thursday 

11-9pm11-9pm
Friday & SaturdayFriday & Saturday

11-10pm11-10pm

Best Salsa in Town!Best Salsa in Town!
Phone 318-256-1338 Phone 318-256-1338 

Happy Hour

Happy Hour

Sunday-Thursday 

Sunday-Thursday 

4-7pm
4-7pm

11838 Texas Hwy, Many, Louisiana 7144911838 Texas Hwy, Many, Louisiana 71449

 As we continue to be committed to 
safeguarding the lives of the people we 
serve and our deputies, we are modify-
ing some of our services and procedures 
to limit the exposure and to mitigate 
COVID-19 issues as much as possible 
according to Natchitoches Parish Sheriff 
Victor Jones.
 We would request that contact with 
our office be initiated by phone or email 
(if possible).
FOR EMERGENCIES CALL 911
NPSO Administrative Office: (318) 

352-6432
 Effective (3/17/2020), due to the 
recent aggressive measures to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19, the Natchi-
toches Parish Sheriff’s Office will be 
implementing the following procedures 
until April 13, 2020 (full operations will 
be reevaluated seven days prior):
•Traffic/Incident Reports
To obtain a copy of a traffic or incident 
report individuals will need to do so by 
mail if the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff 
Office worked the accident a copy of 

the report can be obtained by calling 
318-357-7840, by fax 318-352-7377, 
by email (kmetoyer@npsheriff.net), or 
written request can be mailed to:
NPSO, P.O. BOX 266
Natchitoches, LA 71457
Payment must be mailed with the 
request in the form of a money order 
payable to NPSO in the amount of 
$5.00. If the Louisiana State Police 
worked the accident, the report would 
have to be obtained from Troop E in 
Alexandria, LA.

•Background Checks
To obtain a background check, you will 
need to do so by mail. A written request 
can be mailed to:
NPSO, P.O. BOX 266
Natchitoches, LA 71458
You are required to mail a copy of 
your State issued I.D. along with your 
request; the cost is $10.00 payable by 
money order to the Natchitoches Parish 
Sheriff Office.

Sheriff Victor Jones Modifies Civil Bureau 
Operations Service at Main Courthouse Office

See SHERIFF, 30



EVOLUTIONSEVOLUTIONS
FAMILY SALONFAMILY SALON

7071 Highway 6 West
NATCHITOCHES, LA

318-472-6430/318-652-3248
Facebook.com/EvolutionsHairSalon.7/

STACEY LACOURSTACEY LACOUR
owner/cosmetologist/barber

“Home of the $75 works”
Get your loyalty card for special savings!

“The heavens declare the Glory of God, and the firmament shows his handiwork”
Psalms 19:1-6

Tanning Beds Available
20 Minute Beds

Goggles & Lotion Available 
Walk-ins & Appointments Taken
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Name: 
MaCayla Miller, 21 years old 

Home: 
I have lived in Florien 

my whole life 

Siblings: 
Two younger twin brothers

Occupation: 
Nursing student and 

I work  at 
Curtis Family Pharmacy 

in Many

Favorite Activity: 
Love playing and 

watching basketball 

Inspiration to others:  
Do what makes 

you happy!

S a b i n e  P a r i s h

 Each year The Sabine Hall of 
Fame organization honors citizens 
of Sabine Parish in several cat-
egories: Hall of Fame Inductee, 
Lifetime Achievement, Accom-
plishment, Special Recognition, 
Good Citizen and  Posthumous. 
This year’s  event, the 23rd an-
nual, complete with food, music 
and more scheduled to take  place 
Tuesday, March 31, at Siloam 
Baptist Church in Many has been 
put on hold due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Honorees and ticket 
holders will be contacted when a 
new date is set. 
 Receiving this year’s high-
est  honor -- Sabine Hall of Fame 
Inductee --  is Edith J. Palmer. The 
coveted honor goes to a parish 
resident at least 70 years old 
who  has amassed a lifetime of 
achievement. Palmer is described 
as a mover and shaker who has 
faithfully served her community 
and parish for years through her 
involvement with the Sabine Par-

ish Chamber of Commerce, Tour-
ist Commission, Tamale Fiesta 
Board, Zwolle Historical Museum 
and  Highway 171 Commission. 
Additionally, she has worked 
tirelessly for economic growth on 
Toledo Bend Lake.
 Accepting the Lifetime 
Achievement Award is Zwolle 
native Otto O’Neal Meyers III.  
The award goes to a native, now 
located elsewhere, who became 
very successful in his or her 
field of endeavor. Myers is an 
executive with over 20 years of 
successful business, legal and 
academic experience in multi-
national organizations. 
 The Accomplishment Award  
presented to Sabine Parish cit-
izens, age 25 or younger, who 
have performed deeds deserving 
recognition go to Savanah and 
Siarah Hall. Although these sisters 
had an extremely difficult start 

Honoring Sabine Parish 
Citizens at annual Hall 
of Fame extravaganza 
has been put on hold
by staff reporter Nora Drenner

See HOF, 20
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RRoocckkiinn

Gift ShopGift Shop
&&

RockingRocking Chairs Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

RRoobbiinn

We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECTMORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 714577624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”
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 April is my favorite month in the garden. The 
weather is usually fantastic with average highs 
in the 70 to 80 range and the average lows in the 
50 to 60 range.  The average length of daylight in 
April is 12 hours at the first of the month and 13 
hours at the end of the month. The bottom line is, 
this is a great day to break out of the 
house and just play in the dirt.
 I will assume that you already 
have a basic landscape in place. Go 
out and survey your beds and look for 
anything that may seem off. You may 
have dead branches in your evergreen 
shrubs. This does not necessarily mean 
that you plant is dead. Cut out any 
dead or brown wood and watch for 
new green growth.
 Last month I talked about prun-
ing. If your spring flowering shrubs 
(azaleas, camellias, quince, spirea etc) 
have finished blooming and you need 
to control their size, now is the time to prune them. 
Only prune crape myrtle trees to control their 
shape and remove cross branches from the interior 
of the tree. 
 If you have a weed problem in your lawn, you 
still have time to apply atrazine weed killer.  This 
will control a large number of weeds that are pres-
ent now in turf grass. 
 In the middle to later part of the month of 
April I would recommend the first application of 
fertilizer. You should have already mowed at least 
two times prior to the first application. Make sure 
that you read the label and use the correct fertilizer 

for your particular grass. Always follow the label 
concerning the type and the application rate. 
 What fertilizer is best for turf grass? There 
are plenty out there and it can be very confusing. 
Look for a formulation with a higher first number 
(20-0-6 or 18-0-4). Common fertilizer such as 8-8-

8 and 13-13-13 may be good 
for the garden but can result in 
poor health for you lawn due 
to too much phosphorus in the 
soil. Excess phosphorus can 
cause a decline in turf grass.

 If you have not already prepared your garden 
do it now. I know lots of people have been talking 
about their gardens and that is great. It is always 
a good idea to get a good jump start. However, if 
you have not started yet don’t worry. You really 
don’t want to start planting until the danger of 
frost is over. In north Louisiana, that date is gener-
ally April 1st. Lots of people believe in that Easter 
snap. Old timers will tell you to plant on Good 
Friday, April 10th this year. I believe in the pecan 
trees. When the pecan trees leaf out spring is here 
and the danger of frost is over. The bottom line is 
that the temperatures, both day and night, and the 

day 
length, 
num-
ber of sun shine 
hours, all effect the 
way your plants will 
grow, flower, and produce fruit/vegetables. 
 If you do not have a garden spot with tradi-
tional rows you can always make raised beds. You 
can buy raised bed kits. Natural Springs Garden 
Center has a kit that is 4’ by 2.5’. You can also 
plant in large pots with plenty of drainage holes. 
Or you can actually cut the bottom out of a 5 gal-
lon bucket and plant in that. This way it is easy to 
control the water, fertilizer and weeds. Remember 
to use a good potting soil such as Baccto lite. 
 Now is the time to replace your pansies and 
snapdragons with warm season annuals. Things to 
plant now are penta, angelonea, begonia, torenia, 
and dianthus. If you always plant periwinkle, you 
have to wait until May. We do not bring them out 
until May 1st. This is a great plant for the heat and 
drought of our summers but they need warm soil. 
I would not plant them until the first of May.
 We have a large selection of perennials to add 
to your beds and our roses this year are spectac-
ular. Also, I must say that our hanging basket 
program this year is the best it has ever been. It 
has been a slow growing season due to all the rain 
in January and February and the lack of sunshine. 
But now that we have had some good weather 
everything is growing great and ready to plant.
 Remember, find your happiness where you 
planted it.

IN THE GARDEN: Gardening has not been cancelled
by Corkey Bruce
Owner Natural Springs Garden Center

Warm season annuals
like snapdragons and 
pansies are in need 
of your attention this 
time of year. 
Photo 
The Farmer’s Almanac
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 Great teachers,  principals and bus drivers 
are essential to the success of students. There 
is no more important job than the one charged 
with educating children, the future leaders of 
our society.   
 These educators often face seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles daily, and yet they 
continue to push forward, often without any 
recognition or thanks. 
 In March during its regular monthly board 
meeting, the Sabine Parish School Board 

recognized and celebrated its local educators 
deemed the most exceptional  through its an-
nual Teachers, Principal and Bus Driver of the 
year programs. 
 Local businesses Foy Motors, City Bank 
& Trust Co., Sabine State Bank &Trust Co., 
and BOM, formerly Bank of Montgomery, also 
got on the band  wagon to present  an I-PAD 
to each Sabine Parish District winner – High 
school  teacher of the year recipient Jessica 
Gentry of Many High, middle school teacher of 
the year  winner  Kristi Rutherford of Florien 
High, elementary teacher of  the year victor  
Mary Merritt of Zwolle  Elementary, and prin-
cipal  of the year  recipient  Jarrad Rivers.
 Additionally,  Property Casualty Alliance 
of Louisiana (PCAL) awarded its statewide  
bus driver winner— Sonya Townson of Sabine 
Parish-- a host of prizes including  a check for 
$1,000. 
 Certificates were awarded  to each school’s 
respective teachers of the year in three catego-
ries: elementary, middle school and high school
Zwolle School winners were Mary Merritt,  
Stephanie Leone and Jennifer  Borre.  Pleasant 
Hill School  winners  were  Katie Birdwell, 

Aimee Guillory and  Lisa Henderson.
 Negreet School winners were Christy 
Foster, Calli Robertson and  Jamie Rule. Many 
School winners were Emily Leone, Teena 
Cook and Jessica Gentry.
Florien School winners were Kristi Rutherford, 
Frances  Sylvia and Susan Ryals. 
 Ebarb School winners  were Stacie Me-
shall, Jessica Gatti and Shelby Reddy. Con-
verse School winners were  Bryan Sistrunk,  
Dorothy McCrocklin and  Andrea Procell.

Sabine Parish applauds its 2019-2020 
Teachers, Principal and Bus Driver of the Year
story and photos by Nora Drenner

Pleasant Hill  Elementary Teacher of the 
Year Katie Birdwell; not pictured are Pleas-
ant Hill Middle School Teacher of the Year 
Aimee Guillory and HIgh School Teacher of 
the Year Lisa Henderson.

Many Elementary Teacher of the Year Emily 
Leone and Many Junior HIgh Teacher of the 
Year Teena Cook; not pictured is Many High 
School Teacher of the Year Jessica Gentry.

Converse High School Teacher of the Year 
Andrea Procell, Converse Middle School 
Teacher of the Year Dorothy McCrocklin and 
Converse Elementary School Teacher of the 
Year Bryan Sistrunk.

Zwolle High School Teacher of the Year Jen-
nifer Borre and Zwolle Elementary Teacher 
of the Year  Mary Merritt; not pictured is 
Zwolle Middle School Teacher of the Year 
Stephanie Leone.

District  Elementary Teacher of the Year 
Mary Merritt of Zwolle Elementary.

Middle School District Teacher of the Year 
Kristi Rutherford of Florien High; not pic-
tured is High School  District Teacher of the 
Year Jessica Gentry of Many High.

Sabine Parish and State Bus Driver of the 
Year Sonya Townson.

Negreet  Elementary  Teacher of the Year  
Christy Foster and  Negreet Middle School 
Teacher of the Year Callli Roberston; not 
pictured is  Negreet High School teacher of 
the Year Jamie Rule.

Ebarb  Middle School Teacher of the Year 
Jessica Gatti and Ebarb Elementary  Teach-
er of the Year  Stacie Meshell; not pictured 
is Ebarb High School Teacher of the Year 
Shelby Reddy.

Florien Elementary Teacher of the Year  
Kristi Rutherford; not pictured are Florien 
Middle School Teacher of the Year Francis  
Sylvia and Florien High School Teacher of 
the Year Susan Ryals.

Sabine Parish Principal of the Year 
Jarrad  Rivers.
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Nell Wilson - Owner/Agent
Katie Wilson - Office Manager
Ladona Chesson - Agent
Nakeria Conday - Receptionist

341-A South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 711457

Phone: 318-357-9011
Fax: 318-357-9012

Wilson Insurance Agency

Personal Auto
Boats

Motorcycles
RVs,
SR22

Mobile Homes
All Commercial Lines

Homeowners

628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTSSWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your Orders NOW
318-352-5910318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
              Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you 
and to meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability.
In addition to the dates given, someone can visit www.platinumdriving-
school.org to obtain further information or to sign up. Our dates are list-
ed at this website.

Thank you for your business and may God richly bless you!

Platinum Driving SchoolPlatinum Driving School

Our Locations
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
335 South Dr., Natchitoches, LA 71457
5039 Cutoff Rd, Coushatta, LA 71019

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for theReady for the

Open Road?Open Road?

Please call  318-652-0382 or 318-652-0384 Or Visit
www.platinumdrivingschool.org to register

 Spring commence-
ment ceremonies sched-
uled for May 8 have 
been postponed. Plans 
are being considered to 
give graduates an op-
tion of a late summer 
commencement pro-
gram or an invitation to 
participate in Fall com-
mencement in Decem-
ber of 2020.

 The application dead-
line for Northwestern 
State University’s Doc-
tor of Nursing Practice 
Program is May 15, 
according to Dr. Aimee 
Badeaux, Director of 
Doctoral Studies and 
Nurse Anesthesia Pro-
gram Coordinator.
 The Doctor of Nursing 
Practice (DNP) program 
at Northwestern provides 

a clinical doctorate for 
master’s prepared regis-
tered nurses who desire 
to practice at the 
highest level and 
significantly 
impact health-
care outcomes 
for vulnerable 
populations. 
 Graduates of the 
DNP program have the 
potential to transform 

health care by utilizing 
advanced clinical skills, 
translating evidence into 
practice, implementing 

systems changes, es-
tablishing standards 
and policies and 
acting as organiza-

tional leaders.
 The program 

began in 2014 and 
graduated its first co-
hort of 10 students in 

summer 2016. 
The program is six 
semesters in length 
and is delivered 
completely online, 
allowing the student 
to remain in practice 
as a nurse or advanced 
practice nurse during 
program enrollment.
 For more information, 
go to nursing.nsula.edu/
nursing-programs.

Application deadline for Doctor of 
Nursing Practice Program is May 15

NSU Spring 
Commencement 
Ceremonies
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GQ FashionsGQ Fashions
hourshours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm

Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

“If we don’t have what you need
we can order it”

Kids 5-PC Suits
Regular $89.99

Now Only $59.99

Mens 2-PC Suit
Coat Sizes (48-58) 

$129
Coat Sizes (34-46) 

$99

Richard Jacoby
318-652-0090

RENTER’S COVERAGE
Are you prepared when disaster str ikes?Are you prepared when disaster str ikes?

Let us help you make sure.
Your landlord does not protect your personal property!

Coverage from Independent Mutual protects against loss to your 
contents in your home.

Fire

Falling 
Objects

Windstorm
Including Tornado & 

Hurricane

Lightning
Smoke 

Damage

 The Northwestern 
Louisiana Cancer Center 
(NLCC) has reported to pub-
lic health authorities that an 
employee has tested positive 
for COVID-19. This em-
ployee developed symptoms 
outside of the office, was 
tested, and has been home in 
self-quarantine. 
 All personal protective 
equipment guidelines as 
well as isolation precau-

tions from the CDC were 
followed as prescribed. 
We are currently noti-
fying all patients and 
personnel who may have 
encountered  this 
employee during any 
recent appointments.
 Our patients, provid-
ers, and employees are 
our number one concern. 
NLCC continues to follow 
guidelines set by the Cen-

ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and 
the Louisiana Department 
of Health (LDH) related to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
  We have implemented 
preventive screening mea-
sures across our opera-
tions to curb the spread of 
COVID-19, including dai-
ly temperature checks on 
all employees and visitors, 
face masks for employees, 

and appropriate sanitation 
of facility.
 We will continue 
to keep you updated 
throughout this pro-
cess. We understand the 
critical nature of cancer 
treatments for success-
ful outcomes for our 
patients. NLCC is com-
mitted to following the 
latest and best guidance 
of the CDC and LDH 

in order to continue to 
deliver the best quality 
advanced cancer treat-
ments that our commu-
nity has come to expect. 
Please support our 
healthcare community 
by complying fully with 
Governor Edward’s Stay 
at Home Order. Rest as-
sured that our patient’s 
health and wellbeing is 
our top priority.

Northwestern Louisiana Cancer Center 
employee tests positive for COVID-19  
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Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

JOHN J. BLAKE, III
Senior Vice President

NMLS# 776190
......................................
795 San Antonio Ave.

Many, LA 71449
(318) 256-6161 phone

(318)256-6156 fax
(318)581-5113 mobile

jblake@cbofla.bank
http://www.communitybankofla.

bank

Commercial & Residential Services

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney@aapestsolutions.com
1415 Sylvan Drive
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)

Mistaway Mosquito Systems
Termites & General Pests

Reference  Around The Town  Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

 The Natchitoches police 
department  is enforcing 
its juvenile curfew.  With 
school being suspended 
throughout the city,  youth 
and their parents and guard-
ians are reminded  the city 
has a  curfew.
  Any juvenile under 
the age of 17  found out in 
public between  the hours  
of midnight and 5 a.m. 

will receive a juvenile 
citation and their parents 
or guardians will be re-
sponsible for picking them 
up from the Natchitoches 
Police Department.
 Upon a second offense 
of the juvenile curfew law 
the parents or guardians 
will be issued a summons 
to appear in City Court.
 According  to the 

Natchitoches Code of 
Ordinances:
Sec. 20-39. – 
Hours of curfew.
(a) It shall be unlawful for 
any person under the age 
of seventeen (17) years to 
be or remain in or upon any 
public street or thorough-
fare or in any public place, 
within the city limits of 
the City of Natchitoches, 

between the hours of 10:00 
p.m. and 5:00 a.m. for any 
day prior to a school 
day and between the 
hours of 12:00 midnight 
and 5:00 a.m. for any 
day not prior to a school 
day, unless one of the 
exceptions under section 
20-40 applies.
(b) A school day shall 
be any day on which the 

school in which the mi-
nor is enrolled, or would 
be enrolled if in school, 
holds classes.
 Folks  can report suspi-
cious activity or an emer-
gency by contacting the 
Natchitoches Police 
Department at (318) 352-
8101. Remember all infor-
mation given shall 
remain confidential.

Natchitoches Police strictly enforce 
juvenile curfew within city limits 
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Finest Memorials Since 1965 
Only Certified Memorialist in Louisiana

Markers • Mausoleums • Bronze
Solar Cemetery Products

Laser Engravings Done On Site
Member Monument Builders of North America

Member American Institute of Commemorative Art
Member Southern Monument Builders

Lifetime Warranty

1788 Hwy 117 N.
Provencal, LA

318-472-6160
www.campbellmonuments.com

Find us on Facebook!

CampbellCampbell
MONUMENT     COMPANY

Great Service

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318)663-0490
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

Uncle Wayne’sUncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

MT2 Series  •  MT230E/MT235E  •  MT240E/MT240HE

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

BYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP MACHINE SHOP 

EQUIPMENT SALESEQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING & TRACTOR CO., INC.WELDING & TRACTOR CO., INC.

*6 year limited warranty
See dealer for details

MT1 SERIES  •  MT122/MT125

MT5 Series • MT573C/MT573CPS

• Eco-friendly Tier 4, 21.5/24.7HP, 3 cylinder fuel 
efficient engine

• 6 year warranty*
• 2 range HST with dual pedals and cruise control
• Font wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Choice of industrial or turf tires at no additional cost
• Available quick attach front end loader and grille 

guard
• Available sub-frame mounted, quick attach backhoe
• Available 60” mid-mount mower

• Eco-Friendly Tier 4 Engine
• 6 year warranty*
• 20x20 Fully Synchronized Shuttle Shift or 20x20 

power shuttle
• Wide & Clear View cab
• 3 Pairs of Front Outlet Valves with 3rd Function 

Joystick
• 3 sets of remote (2 remote valves with float & detent 

functions)
• Creeper Gear
• Available quick attach, self-leveling front end loader 

with skid steer compatible bucket & grill guard

• 30HP, 35HP & 40HP, 3 cylinder fuel efficient engine
• 6 year warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST with cruise 

control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag or turf tires at no additional cost
• Available quick attach front end loader with skid steer 

compatible bucket and grill guard
• Available sub-frame mounted, quick attach 6’ backhoe
• Optional mid-mount PTO

Sub-CompactSub-Compact

Value CompactsValue Compacts

Utility TractorsUtility Tractors

in life, they have already 
made their lives count for 
something.  The two have 
spearheaded changes in 
state laws regarding juve-
nile justice. 
 Recipient of  the Spe-
cial Recognition Award is 
Dale Skinner.  This honor is  
presented to a Sabine Parish 
citizen whose achievements 
have bettered  the communi-
ties, parish, its organizations 

and endeavors. Currently 
superintendent of Natchi-
toches Parish Schools, a 
position from which he will 
retire in June, Skinner  has 
served on the Sabine Parish 
School Board, and he has 
served as coach, teacher and 
principal at several schools 
in the area.
 Presented to a Sabine 
Parish resident whose 
community involvement 
has benefitted citizens 
throughout the parish is 
the Good Citizen Award. 
This year’s  recipient is 
Francis Hopkins.

 Posthumous Awards 
go to longtime Many 
physician  Dr. Warren L 
Founds and legendary 
Many High School foot-
ball coach Malvin Ogden.
 Proceeds from this 
year’s event benefi Pink 
Sisters of Sabine, a 
non-profit for local breast 
cancer patients.
 Main sponsors for this 
year’s extravaganza were 
Curtis Family Pharmacy, In-
terstate Building Materials, 
Nichols, Sabine Retirement 
& Rehabilitation Center and 
Walsh Timber Company.  

HOF
From Page 14

 The town of Many has 
closed its public parks and 
playgrounds to the pub-
lic to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. Additionally, the 
town has extended its due 
date for traffic fines, fees, 
tax payments and water  bill 
payments of April 13.
 Lastly, the town has 

hired an expert to assist 
residents and merchants 
with federal and state ben-
efits they may be eligible 
for due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic. Additional 
information regarding that 
assistance will be available 
later, said Many Mayor 
Ken Freeman.

The town of Many closes parks and 
playgrounds, extends due date on 
various bills, and hires expert to help 
navigate federal and state benefits for 
folks—all due to COVID-19
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 If you missed Sabine 2020 
that was held March 8-11 at 
Many High School Gym, you 
definitely missed one of the 
biggest blessings to our commu-
nity in years! Some of you know 
exactly what I’m talking about 
because you were there, others 
at least heard about it, and some 
may have no idea what Sabine 
2020 was. In a nut-shell, Sabine 
2020 was a collective effort -at 
least 47 churches across the 
Parish participated to bring the 
lifesaving good news of Jesus 
Christ to the community. Such 
a crusade has not been done in 
over 30 years! Even organizers 
made this statement: “Troubling, 
terrible things have happened in 
our parish in recent weeks. What 
if what the enemy meant for 
evil, the Lord meant for Good? 
What if God had 
a plan in place 
before all of 
that happened to 
redeem boys and 
girls, men and 
women, mothers 
and fathers?” You see, Sabine 
2020 had been in the works for 
over two and a half years! God 
knew what would be unfolding, 
and laid the vision of Sabine 
2020 on Bro. Jay Begbie’s heart. 
It was his vision that started 
everything, and the rest as they 

say is history!
 Bro. Jay will be the first 
to tell you, he had the vision/
idea, but also had no clue how 
to make it happen. “There is no 
greater miracle than giving your 
life to Christ; even the scriptures 
tell us the angels looks down in 
amazement.” He said. To him, it 
was so important to ‘get the lost 
to Christ’ all the while, keeping 
two things at the forefront. #1 
presenting the true gospel; not 
water downed, and #2 no one 
being ‘lost in the cracks’ after 
salvation –to plug every new 
believer into a church. Chris-
tians need each other; there is 
power in coming together in the 
Lord! “I just kept looking at all 
the pushing to minimize Christ 
in everything – we’re seeing 
so much church in the world 

and world in the 
church, it’s get-
ting hard to tell 
the two apart.” 
Bro. Jay want-
ed to bring the 
peace he came 

to know through Jesus to every-
one. “Jesus will either calm the 
storm, or He’ll calm you!”
 Each night, The Louisiana 
College Praise Band opened the 
evening; everyone worshipping 
in song. Also each night, Bro. 
Sammy Tippet –the President 

of Southern Baptist Evange-
lists, brought the message to all 
in attendance. Bro. Sammy held 
everyone’s attention as he did 
exactly what he was called to 
do – preach the Word of God. 
He was true 
to the Word, 
sincere, and 
very real. 
Without 
a doubt, 
every word 
that came 
from his 
mouth was 
God-cen-
tered. His message was simple: 
we have all fallen short of 
God’s glory and we need for-
giveness from Jesus Christ; to 
recognize His sacrifice for us, 
and trust Him in to be the cen-
ter of our lives. 
 Monday night was deemed 
‘Youth Night’ –Luke Hockenjos 
from Ruston blessed everyone 
with his testimony. I urge any-
one that was not able to attend, 
if you every have the opportu-
nity to hear this man speak on 
how Jesus delivered him –do it!
 Overall, over 3,000 people 
packed into Many HS Gym! 97 
people made public decisions 
-17 were born again for the first 
time, 2 surrendered to minis-
try, 78 rededicated their lives, 

and hundreds of lives were 
changed! We give all thanks 
and all honor to the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Praise 
God, for He is good! So much 
hard work went into the prepa-

rations of this 
well-orches-
trated crusade. 
Pastors from all 
over the Parish 
should be com-
mended at all 
their collective 
hard work. So 
many people 
volunteered for 

so many things that Sabine 
2020 was truly an amazing 
experience. From the commu-
nity meals to the alter calls, 
everything worked as a well-
oiled machine. 
 Truly, the end goal 
was accomplished: to see 
people brought together 
–to worship together, but 
above all for lives to be 
changed in Sabine Parish! 
Of course, everyone wished 
there were more salvations. 
That is our human nature; 
if you have 17 salvations, 
you want 18… but 12 men 
(the disciples) turned this 
world upside down – 
imagine what 97 in Sabine 
Parish can do!

Sabine 2020 – Hope is Here
Around the Town Contributor Kristy Sandel Knippers

CHURCH and WORSHIP

Lives are changed when all Christians go forth 
and live the Great Commission.

 “Jesus will either 
calm the storm, or 
He’ll calm you!”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Natchitoches Parish Events 
Postponed:
Kiwanis Club 5k Run & Pancake Festival –   
 rescheduled for June 6
CASA’s Gala 
The Cane River film festival 
Natchitoches Knights of Columbus 
 “KC Bingo” 
Les Amies Annual Butterfly Release 
Chamber’s Legislative Issues Luncheon 
Flavor of Louisiana 
Long Purple Line luncheon 
NSU President’s Open House 
NYP Pub Crawl 
Steel Magnolia Run 

Natchitoches Parish Events 
Cancelled:
Dragon Boat Races

CAPA on the Cane
LA Gear Up Event
NSU Foundation Scholarship Banquet
Demons Unlimited Foundation 
 Scholarship Banquet
Sports Hall of Fame “Casting with the Pros”
Briarwood Nature Preserve’s Annual 
 Spring Picnic 
Brother’s Keepers  2020 Dream Run 
 and Crawfish 
Natchitoches-Northwestern Symphony Concert 

Sabine Parish Events 
Cancelled: 
Movies in Many at Community Center

Mudtruck Madness Mud & Music Fest
Thursday, April 9, 2020 to Sunday, April 12, 2020
3680 Hwy. 476
Call (318) 332-2199 to confirm

Battle of Pleasant Hill Annual Re-enactment  
 and Festival 
Friday, April 17, 2020 to Sunday, April 19, 2020
American Legion Hall
23271 Hwy. 175
Pelican, LA 71063
Call (318) 658-5785 to confirm 

Choctaw-Apache Powwow 
Friday, April 24, 2020 to Saturday, April 25, 2020
217 Gene Knight Rd.
Noble, LA 71462
Call  (318) 645-2588 to confirm

 Toledo Bend Lake 
Association (TBLA) has 
canceled the 2020 Bass Un-
limited Back-A-Great Fighter 
Banquet & Auction that was 
scheduled for April 17, 2020. 
 We hope that all of our 
supporters and volunteers can 
sympathize with the situation 

that the world is presently 
facing, and the Board of 
Directors’ decision to cancel 
this event. This banquet is 
TBLA’s only fund-raising 
event of the year, raising 
funds that are used to support 
area youth, Lake and other 
community projects on and 

around the Lake. 
 TBLA committee mem-
bers are already working on 
plans for the 2021 Banquet 
to be held on Friday, April 
16, 2021. TBLA will be 
celebrating its 50th year of 
service to the lake area at 
that time.

TBLA’S Bass Unl imited 
Banquet  Canceled

NSU recreation complex 
closed indefinitely
 Northwestern State 
University’s Recreation 
Complex is closed and 
remains so until further 
notice, according to Rec 
Complex Director Wil-
laim Ackel.
 “We will reevaluate 
the situation on April 10 
and consider the possi-
bility of reopening at that 
time,” Ackel said.
 The Rec Complex 
includes the golf course, 
pro shop and tennis 
courts. The pool, which 

had not yet opened for 
the season, will remain 
closed as well.
 “We are being pro-
active in the interest of 
public health and the 
safety of our patrons and 
employees to do our part 
in preventing the spread 
of coronavirus. We 
appreciate the public’s 
patience at this time,” 
Ackel said.
 For more information, 
email Rec_complex@
nsula.edu

 The Natchitoches Parish Li-
brary has temporarily closed its 
doors to do its part to slow the 
spread of COVID-19. While there 
is no specific date as to when the 
two library branches will reopen, 
the  earliest target date is March 30.  

 During the closure, patrons are 
reminded digital library services 
are available through hoopla,  a 
digital media service that allows  
patrons to borrow movies, music, 
audiobooks, e-books, comics and 
TV shows to enjoy on their com-

puter, tablet, and  phone. 
 Those not signed up for digital 
hoopla services can do so with a 
library card by going to the  li-
brary’s website, click on resources 
& materials at the top of the page 
and select hoopla.  Those needing 

assistance  in signing up  can email  
the library at  info@natlib.org 
or message  staff on the library’s 
FACEBOOK page.   
 Additionally, all library mate-
rials currently checked  are being 
automatically renewed.

Sabine Parish Library and its branches 
are closed until at least March 30

Natchitoches Parish Library closes its 
doors to slow spread of COVID-19

FONPL annual book sale postponed
 The Friends of the 
Natchitoches Parish Library 
has postponed its annual 
book sale that was set  to 
get underway Thursday,  
March 19 through Satur-
day, March 21.
  The sale will be re-

scheduled once the current 
coronavirus pandemic 
condition is resolved. 
 Folks can check the 
Friends of Natchitoches 
Parish Library  FACE-
BOOK page for more 
information and updates.

 To slow down the spread of the novel 
coronavirus,  the Sabine Parish Library 
and its branches are  closed until at least 
March 30. Library Administration 
will continue to monitor updates 
on the COVID-19 outbreak and 
make a decision  to reopen the 
library and its branches, or to 
extend its closure, accordingly. 
 During the closures, patrons 
are reminded digital library services are 
available through libby, a digital media 
service. Those not signed up for digital 

libby services can do so with a library 
card by going to the  library’s website, 
click on  ebooks at the top of the page and 

select  libby in the middle of 
the page. 
 Additionally, the main  
branch of the Sabine  Parish 
Library, which is located in 
Many, offers free wi-fi ser-
vices which remains active for 

folks who sit outside the library.  Library 
branches are located in  Converse, Pleas-
ant Hill,  Zwolle, and Toledo.

Read Your Local News & Hometown Information
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Peason Ridge and Wolf Cave
well known by first inhabitants
columnist  Ricky Robertson

 Peason Ridge is a very 
unique place located in Natchi-
toches, Sabine, and Vernon 
Parishes that was beginning to 
be settled even before the days of 
the Free State or No Man’s Land 
as it once was known. 
 The first inhabitants of this area 
were the Native American’s, such 
as the Caddo, Ai’s, Adai, and other 
Louisiana tribes. And of interest 
are the many artifacts that have 
been found pertaining to the Plains 
Indians, who may have come this 
far east trailing the herds of buffalo 
that once forded the Sabine River 
to graze across locations on Peason 
Ridge.  The land was full of game 
for hunting and much needed fresh 
water and the Native American’s 
lived a peaceful and wonderful life. 
 And when the settlers such as 
the Dowden’s, Odom’s, Airhart’s, 
Grant’s, and other families came 
they had a peaceful existence with 
these various tribes. They lived 
and hunted the lands together 
and subsisted with one another. 
There were many old homesteads 
on Peason Ridge and many many 
locations where Native Americans 
had camps and villages. Today it is 
hard to find any of the old loca-
tions since there has been so much 
military training that has taken 
place and is still taking place plus 
building, digging, and construction 
throughout the range. But there are 
still a few locations that have not 
been destroyed and that take us 
back in time. One such location is 
the Wolf Cave of Peason Ridge.  
 Located out near where the 
springs that feed both Stage Stand 
Creek and Sandy Creek come 
running through the sand and rock 
hills is a very special place known 
as the Wolf Cave. The cave was 
formed by water run off over the 
large rocky plateau and flowing 
where it would wash away the sand 

and dirt and a cave began to form. 
And it took hundreds of years to 
actually form this cave location. 
This cave is now protected by a 
large rock overhang nearly three 

feet thick. Over the many years 
that it has existed the water has 
continued to erode and enlarge and 
expand the cave. This cave is about 
12 feet in depth and nearly 40 feet 
from one side to the other. A rather 

large place and from its existence 
you can tell that animals and yes 
even humans have used this loca-
tion for shelter from the weather.  
A good place to be warm and dry 

from the elements! And fresh clear 
spring water flowing right by it.
 In December 2019 my friend 
Johnny Rivers and I were explor-
ing some of the old home sites 
and the old stage stop area and 

we decided to stop and visit the 
cave.  When we got to the cave 
and looked around I noticed 
something out of place there and 
I pointed it out to Johnny. Just 
under the lip of the cave and 
protected from the weather was 
several palmetto plants. What 
makes this of importance is that 
the Native Americans carried 
“saw palmetto” with them and 
would plant it near their camp-
sites and camp areas. 
 Palmetto was a plant that the 
Indians used a one of their med-
icines. And growing just inside 
the cave was palmetto. This lets 
us know that Native Americans 
did use this cave as a place of 
shelter for a long enough period 
that they planted the palmetto 
bulbs there to grow.  For genera-
tions this palmetto continues to 
grow where it was once planted. 
 And there are even some 
old burned looking charcoal 
pieces of wood lying around, 
possibly from an old campfire or 
even from the woods fires that 
still take place there. And Pea-
son Ridge is noted for its many 
Native American locations and 
this is just more evidence of the 
use of this area and the resources 
found there.  
 Just a few miles from this loca-
tion is Eagle Hill, one of the largest 
of the Native American sites on 
Peason Ridge.  And incidentally that 
location of the Stage Stop on Peason 
Ridge is less than a mile from this 
location. And part of the old stage 
road runs right by the cave!
 Throughout Peason Ridge are 
many wonderful and beautiful 
locations filled with history of the 
region and of our ancestors. Let us 
always remember this history and 
hope that this magnificent cave 
filled with history will be spared 
from destruction. 

Looking into 
the Wolf Cave 
on Peason Ridge 
you can partially 
see the width 
and depth 
of the cave.

Looking inside 
Wolf Cave on 
Peason Ridge 

as you 
walk up 

to the 
entrance.

A section 
of the old 
Stagecoach Road 
runs right by 
the Wolf Cave on 
Peason Ridge.
Photos 
Robertson 
Collection
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CRIME NEWS

Deputies arrest Provencal man 
after brief pursuit and crash
 Natchitoches Parish Sher-
iff’s Deputies arrested a west 
Natchitoches Parish man after 
he led deputies on a brief pursuit 
and crashed his vehicle south 
of Provencal according to the 
Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s 
Office.
 On Saturday evening March 
14 at approximately 7:45 pm, 
Deputies assigned to the NPSO 
Patrol Division were working 
stationary monitoring traffic in 
Provencal when they observed a 
Chevrolet pickup truck commit a 
traffic violation.
 Deputies attempted to stop 
the maroon 2001 Chevrolet pick-
up truck, however, the operator 
failed to stop leading deputies 
on a brief pursuit on Lee Street, 
then onto La. Hwy 117 traveling 
south and turning onto Harmony Road where he eventu-
ally crashed into some trees.
 The suspect attempted to flee again but was stuck in 
mud.
 Daniel T. Gandy, 22, of the 2300 block of Desoto 
Street, Provencal was taken into custody without in-
cident, transported and booked into the Natchitoches 
Parish Detention Center charged with Flight from an Of-
ficer, Driving under Suspension, No Insurance, Altered 
License Plate, and General Speed Law.
 Gandy remains in the Natchitoches Detention Center 
awaiting bond. State Police, Troop-E worked the crash.
The vehicle was impounded by a local wrecker service. 
Deputy A. Llorence made the arrest.

Natchitoches Police investigate 
shooting at local convenience store 

 Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Deputies arrested a 
north Natchitoches Parish man during a traffic stop near 
Campti according to the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s 
Deputies.
 On Friday evening March 13 at approximately 9:45 
pm, Deputies assigned to the NPSO Patrol Division 
were patrolling on La. Hwy 9 north of Campti when 
they observed an older red Jeep reportedly involved in 
the theft of a license plate off a vehicle in the parking 
lot of Natchitoches Regional Medical Center in Natchi-
toches.
Deputies stopped the vehicle on La. Hwy 9.
Deputies identified the operator of the 1993 Jeep as 
45-year-old Sammy Smith of Campti, La.
 Deputies learned during the traffic stop, that Smith’s 
driver’s license was suspended and the license plate 
sticker had been stolen off a vehicle in Natchitoches.
Sammy Smith, 45, of La. Hwy 486, Campti was placed 
under arrest, transported and booked into the Natchi-
toches Parish Detention Center charged with Illegal 
Possession of Stolen Things (License Plate), Driving under Suspension, No Regis-
tration and other traffic offenses.
 Smith also has a parole hold placed on him by the La. Department of Probation 
& Parole-Natchitoches Office.
 Smith remains in the Natchitoches Detention Center. The vehicle was impound-
ed by a local wrecker service.
Deputy D. Pleasant was assisted by Lt. B. Powell and Reserve Deputy R. Griffith.

Many High School sexual assault case 
nets eight arrests and coaches cleared 
of any wrongdoing
Story by staff reporter Nora Drenner

 The Many High School 
sexual assault case under 
investigation since late 
January netted eight arrests 
and the two basketball 
coaches have been cleared 
of any wrongdoing.
 According to Louisiana 
State Police, Delmanique 
Kerlegon, 18, and Keelan 
Williams, 17, were both 
charged with sexual bat-
tery and second-degree 
kidnapping. The bond of 
each wasset at $50,000. 
Reginald Mitchell, 17, 
was charged with being an 
accessary after the fact and 
hisbond was set at $25,000.
 The three later posted 
bail and were remanded to 

their parents. A conditions 
of the bond is that the three 
are confined to home unless 
accompanied by a parent.
 The remaining five ju-
veniles were also ultimately 
released to their parents and 
must stay at home unless 
accompanied by a parent.
 The investigation and 
subsequent arrests be-
gan in late January with 
the discovery of a social 
media video showing the 
sexual assault of a juve-
nile. Reportedly, one male 
student was being held 
down by male students and 
sodomized. All the students 
involved were apparently 
members of the Many High 

School basketball team.
 Pending the completion 
of the investigations the team 
coaches, Ryan Vines and 
Darrin Dyess, were placed 
on administrative leave.
 Following its investi-
gation, the Louisiana State 
Police found no wrongdo-
ing on the part of the co-
aces and the school board 
concurred. As a result, both 
coaches returned to duty in 
early March.
 Also assisting with the 
investigation were the Many 
Police and Sabine Parish 
Sheriff’s Office. The Sabine 
Parish School Board coop-
erated with law enforcement 
throughout the investigation.

Deputies arrest North Natchitoches 
Parish man in theft of license plate

 The Natchitoches Po-
lice Department is inves-
tigating a shooting that 
took place Friday night 
in the parking lot of 1205 
Texas Street (Super Stop).
 On March 13, 2020 
around 11:43 p.m., of-
ficers with the Natchi-
toches Police Department 
noticed a vehicle with its 
emergency flashers on 
pull into the Natchitoches 
Regional Medical Center.  
As officers made con-
tact with the driver they 
were told that a 14 year 
old was in the back seat 
suffering from several 
gunshot wounds. 
  The occupants of the 
vehicle told officers that 
while they were inside 
Super Stop an unknown 
individual began to shoot 
at their parked vehicle.  
This resulted in the 14- 
year -old being struck 
by bullets who was still 
sitting in the car.
 The 14 -year -old 
was transported from the 
Natchitoches Regional 

Medical Center in serious 
condition to a hospital in 
Shreveport.
 The Natchitoches 
Police Department will re-
lease more details as they 
become available.
 If you have additional 
information in regards to 
this investigation please 
contact the Natchitoches 
Police Department at 
(318) 352-8101 or Detec-
tive William Connell at 
(318) 238-3911.  Remem-
ber all information given 
shall remain confidential.  
 Anonymous Tips by 
Smartphone: You may also 
provide tips that will be 
anonymous via our Tip-
Submit Product.  Simply 
send the tip by using your 
smartphones (download 
the free application) or by 
texting (Text-A-Tip) to 
CRIMES (274637).  Use 
NPDTIPS before typing 
your message.  You can 
also submit a Web Tip from 
our Police Protection page.
Check it out: http://www.
tipsubmit.com/ 

 A 40- year -old Ro-
beline man is dead after 
hanging himself Wednes-
day afternoon.
 Sheriff Ronny Rich-
ardson has identified the 
man as John Allen Marti-
nez Jr. 
 Martinez was in jail 

after being arrested 
earlier this month for 
allegedly attempt-
ing to kill his brother 
during an altercation in 
Zwolle. Martinez was 
alone in his jail cell at 
the Sabine Parish De-
tention Center.

 Authorities said 
Martinez tied the sheet 
in a “simple knot” and 
attached it to a hanger 
that stuck out about 2 
inches from the wall. 
Martinez’s body was 
sent to a Shreveport 
hospital for an autopsy.

Sabine Parish Inmate Dies 
After Hanging Self In Jail Cell 
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When physical strength fails
we can often find it in prayer
columnist Herbert de Launay
 In our churches in early April, 
we are reflecting on the end of 
Jesus’ life as we approach Good 
Friday. I am retired, so I am in the 
last stages of my adult life. I can 
look to Jesus to see things I can 
do in these latter years. In John 
11, we see Jesus going to help his 
friend Lazarus. As we come to the 
end of our lives, friends and family 
are important. Jesus’ kindness to 
Lazarus would lead to his death, 
as we read in John 11:53. Because 
of the miracle and the attention it 
drew, they planned to kill Jesus. 
But Jesus did it anyway. When 
we are younger, we might hesitate 
to do things that limit our future. 
When we are older, our friends 
are more important. We do what is 
right, no matter what others say.
 At the end of our lives, faith 
and friends are important. Jesus 
shared that last Passover supper 
with his friends. We try to do sim-
ple things to show our love. Jesus 
washed the feet of his disciples. I 
remember my grandmother, in her 
old age, offering me things to eat 
when I would visit. Her health and 
strength were mostly gone, but she 
would offer me things in the refrig-

erator, orange juice or ice cream.
 Jesus’ end was near, and he 
wanted time with his friends. He 
also wanted time with his heavenly 
Father in prayer. He went to pray 
in the garden. Prayer was a source 
of peace and strength for Jesus. In 
Luke 23:43 it says angels strength-
ened him. As I get older and my 
strength fails, I can find strength in 
prayer. Actually, those who were 
going to arrest 
Jesus knew they 
would find him 
praying. Is this 
true for you and 
me? Do people 
know they will 
find us praying?
 As we 
weaken, we can no longer do the 
things we used to do. We see Jesus 
accepting the help of Simon of 
Cyrene in Luke 23:26.
 Even on the cross, there was 
much for Jesus to do. As we age, 
our infirmities can be like a cross. 
We can no longer do many things. 
But Jesus did a lot on the cross.
 At the end of our lives, we 
find peace. We let go of burdens 
and resentments. We forgive those 

who hurt us. We let all that go. 
Resentments drag our spirits down. 
We want to go up with Jesus. Like 
Jesus, we forgive and pray for any-
one who has hurt us. Jesus prayed 
for those who crucified him, as we 
read in Luke 23:34.
 In the final period of our lives, 
we focus on family and friends. In 
John 19:25-27, we see Jesus asking 
his mother and beloved disciple 

to care for one 
another. I remem-
ber my old grand-
mother telling 
one of my uncles 
to care for his 
brother who had 
some disabilities 
after she had died. 

I remember visiting a good friend 
in the hospital shortly before she 
died. She could no longer speak 
audibly, but with a big smile she 
mouthed the words, “I love you.” I 
am grateful for that parting gift.
 Sometimes even in old age 
God gives us surprising oppor-
tunities to do his work. Even on 
the cross, there was another soul 
to save. Jesus offered paradise to 
the thief beside him as we read in 

Luke 
24:39-
43. I remember, years ago, a friend 
in the VA hospital was able to 
share his faith with the guy in the 
next bed, there were two beds in 
the room.
 Jesus was able to see his whole 
life as a fulfillment of God’s word. 
On the cross he prayed Psalm 22. 
It begins, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” But, his 
breath failing, the rest was said in 
his heart. It is a beautiful prayer 
of hope in distress. It ends speak-
ing of God’s deliverance. And in 
the end, Jesus gives himself to his 
heavenly Father. In Luke 24:46, 
Jesus said, “Father, into your hands 
I commend my spirit,” praying 
with the words of Psalm 31:6.
 So, even though I am 
older and retired, there can 
still be much to do. I can 
pray, unite with God, share 
love and faith with family and 
friends, and sometimes even 
with others God might put be-
side me. Even in old age my 
relationship with God 
and my life can be beautiful 
and fruitful.

Sometimes even 
in old age God gives 

us surprising 
opportunities to do 

his work.

 It has never been 
easier to respond on your 
own, whether online, over 
the phone or by mail—all 
without having to meet 
a census taker, says the  
U.S. Census Bureau in 
response to the current 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 The 2020 Census is  
currently underway with 
households throughout 
the nation having received 
official  U.S. Census mail 
in mid- March  about how 
to respond. These official 
Census Bureau mailings 
include detailed informa-
tion and a Census ID for 
completing the Census 
online.  According to 
census reports, over five  
million folks  have already 
responded online to the 
2020 Census. 
 Currently, the planned 
completion date for data 
collection for the 2020 
Census is July 31, 2020, 
however, that date can 

and will be adjusted if 
necessary as the pandemic  
situation evolves in order 
to achieve a complete and 
accurate count, according 
to a recent U.S. Census  
news release.
 Also noted in the news 
release, 
college 
students 
living in 
on-cam-
pus hous-
ing are   
typically 
counted 
through their university as 
part of  the census Group 
Quarters Operation, which 
counts all students living 
in university owned hous-
ing. In addition to college 
dormitories, the Group 
Quarters Operation also 
includes places like nursing 
homes, group homes, half-
way houses and prisons. 
 In general, students in 
colleges and universities 

temporarily closed due to 
the COVID-19 virus will 
still be counted as part of 
the Group Quarters  Op-
eration  process.  Even if 
they are home on census 
day, April 1, they should be 
counted according to the 

residence 
criteria 
which 
states they 
should be 
counted 
where 
they live 
and sleep 

most of the time. Schools 
are  being asked  to contact 
their students and remind 
them to respond.
 Furthermore, admin-
istrators of group housing, 
which counts people in 
nursing homes, college 
dorms, prisons and other 
institutional living facili-
ties, are being encouraged 
to choose a way to count 
their residents that requires 

less in-person contact.
  Additionally, the 
Census Bureau is working 
with service providers at 
emergency and transitional 
shelters, soup kitchens and 
regularly scheduled mobile 
food vans to adapt plans 
to count the populations 
they serve.
 The plan has been to 
interview each person served 
a meal or staying at the 
facility at a date and time 
the service providers choose 
between March 30 and April 
1. Now the U.S. Census is  
contacting service providers 
to determine whether they 
will be open between March 
30 and April 1 and whether 
they would be able to pro-
vide a paper listing of census 
response data for each per-
son served or staying at the 
facility instead.  
 And, the start of  the 
Mobile Questionnaire Assis-
tance program, that  offers 
assistance with responding 

to the 2020 Census at events 
and locations where people 
naturally gather has  been 
pushed  from March  30 to 
April 12. 
 Also being delayed  is 
the Early Nonresponse Fol-
low-up operation, in  which 
census takers begin follow-
ing up with households that 
haven’t responded . The 
follow-up operation has been 
moved to April 23.
 Folks are reminded 
census results help determine 
how billions of dollars in 
federal funding flow into 
states and communities each 
year.  Census results  affect 
the funding  for health clin-
ics, fire departments, schools. 
roads and highways.  Addi-
tionally, the  census numbers 
determine how many seats in 
Congress each state gets.
 For more information 
about the U.S  Census or to 
take the census online, go 
to https://2020census.gov/
en/ways-to-respond.html

2020 U.S. Census taking is being adjusted 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
staff reporter Nora Drenner
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Natchitoches City Fire Department receives 
grant From Union Pacific Foundation
 The City of Natchitoches Fire 
Department was recently award-
ed a grant from the Union Pacif-
ic Foundation in the amount of 
$25,000.  
 Through a  partnership with 
the Cane River National Heritage 
Area, the local fire department 
applied to the Union Pacific Foun-
dation with an emphasis on public 
safety through education on parish 
wide fire prevention and safe-
ty.  The objective, if funded, was 
to purchase research-based and 
effective training tools to ensure 
community risk reduction for par-
ish citizens, specifically children in 
daycares, kindergarten to college 
students, and senior citizens. 
 With the grant proceeds, Chief 

of Fire Prevention Kory Leo was 
able to purchase a new costume 
for mascot Sparky the Fire 
Dog, an interactive Sparky 
Robot, and a Hazard 
House. Although, 
Sparky the Fire Dog 
has been around for 
many years, this charac-
ter remains effective when 
bridging the apprehen-
sion some children have 
toward people in uniform, 
noted Leo. 
 Leo continued, in the 
event of an emergency, chil-
dren will relate Sparky to the 
firefighters and be less fearful 
of them.  The Sparky robot is 
child size and uses a robot voice 

modifier as the firefighters talk 
and interact with students on 

protecting themselves and 
their families from fire. 
 The final compo-
nent, the Hazard House, 
is an electronic module 
imitating a house with 
a family and provides 
a more realistic exam-
ple with visual aids on 
how to respond with 

proper safety proce-
dures in an emergency. 
 The Fire Depart-

ment has had much 
success utilizing 
these tools during 
school visits amongst 

the city and parish, 

while also attending community 
events which include:  Witch 
Way to Main Street, the Natchi-
toches Christmas Festival, the 
Natchitoches Parish Fair, and 
most recently the Home and 
Garden Expo.
  Leo stated, “The purchase of 
these tools and resources for 
the City of Natchitoches has 
been a game changer not only 
for our department, but how 
we are able to reach the commu-
nity effectively in our fire preven-
tion efforts.” 
 The Natchitoches Fire Depart-
ment’s Fire Prevention Program 
directly correlates with Union 
Pacific’s mission to build safe, pros-
perous and vibrant communities.

 Shopping until you are 
dropping is just around the 
corner as the annual  El 
Camino  Real  Sale on the 
Trail takes place  Friday and 
Saturday, May 1-2. 
 Now is the time to make 
plans to drive the trail for 
lots of bargains. All folks 
have to do is  hop into their 
cars and  drive along Hwy 
6 in  Louisiana starting  in 
Natchitoches and  trek west 
to Many, La,  and  across 
Toledo Bend Lake to Texas 
Hwy 21 into Milam and 
Hemphill, Tx. 
 Then,  keep trekking to 
St. Augustine, Nacogdoches, 
and Crockett, Tx, for more  
great adventures and  fabu-
lous one-of-a-kind finds. 
Along the trail, shoppers 
will find new and used items 

sold by local businesses and 
private individuals.
 If you are a shopping 
warrior, collector, or just 
looking for fun, a weekend 
shopping the trail is a won-
derful way to take advantage 
of the beautiful scenery and 
historical markers along the 
El Camino Real de los Tejas. 
 Those wanting to sell  
their wares along  the trail 
by having a garage sale or 
being a vendor, can call 
800/259-1714. 
 Designated as a Nation-
al Historic Trail in 2004, El 
Camino Real de los Tejas 
likely goes back more than 
a thousand years to a time 
when hundreds and hun-
dreds of buffalo created 
trails as they moved south 
of the Great Plains each fall. 

 A number of these 
magnificent  creatures turned 
east at the Trinity River in 
Texas and followed their 
ancient migration route into 
Louisiana, through what later 
became Toledo Bend Coun-
try and on to the Red River.
 Native Americans of the 
Adai Indian Nation roamed 
the virgin forests of Sabine 
country by following the 
trails beaten out by bison 
feet. Using the trails, the 
Adai Indians eventually 
established a trade network 
from Texas to Louisiana.
 Spanish explorers are 
said to have traveled this 
same trail in the early six-
teenth century. 
 The El Camino Real 
was likely first opened in 
the early part of the eigh-

teenth century, at the hands 
of a gallant French explorer, 
Louis Juchereau St. Denis. 
 In 1714, St. Denis es-
tablished a French frontier 
outpost among the Natchi-
toches Indians, giving birth 
to the settlement of Natchi-
toches, just 30 miles east of 
present-day Many.
 Shortly after coming to 
Natchitoches, St. Denis and 
his crew set out on horse-
back over the El Camino 
Real, which by this time 
had become a well-paved 
path. It  believed the Indi-
ans directed St. Denis to 
the path.
 St. Denis’ mission 
through his travels was 
to open trade relations 
between the French fron-
tier at Natchitoches and 

the Spanish frontier on the 
Rio Grande.
  This was a particularly 
ambitious aim considering 
the extreme hostility be-
tween the great empires of 
France and Spain. 
 St. Denis’ mission took 
him westward, traveling 
right through Sabine coun-
try and on into Tejas, which 
is the Spanish spelling 
of Texas, across the Rio 
Grande and into Mexico.
 The Spaniards and the 
French  who marked the 
trail were followed by such 
men as Moses Austin and 
his son Stephen Fuller Aus-
tin , who is known as The 
Father of Texas, Jim Bowie, 
Davy Crockett, Sam Hous-
ton and early missionaries 
of multiple faiths. 

Annual El Camino Real Sale on 
the Trail is fast approaching
staff reporter Nora Drenner

 The 2020 Natchitoches 
Jazz/R&B Festival, which 
was scheduled for May 15 
and 16 has now been at 
least postponed if not 
cancelled, according to 
Festival Chairman 
Rodney Harrington. 
  “We’ve kind of been 
taking a ‘wait and see’ ap-
proach concerning wheth-
er or not to postpone the 
Festival, but it is abundant-
ly clear from recent events 
that there is zero chance 
that we would be able to 

hold the Festival on May 
15th and 16th as planned,” 
said  Harrington. 
  Harrington went on to 

say that when restrictions 
on groups and meetings are 
relaxed, the Festival Board 
of Directors will get togeth-

er and determine whether to 
produce an event of some 
sort later in the year or 
simply plan to come back 
in next spring with the 
2021 Festival. 
  “One thing you can 
be assured of,” continued 
Harrington, “the Natchi-
toches Jazz/R&B Festival 
will come back and we will 
come back strong!” Please 
follow the festival at www.
natchjazzfest.com and on 
the festival’s Facebook 
page for future updates.

Natchitoches Jazz/R&B Festival postponed TBLA’s Bass Unlimited 
Banquet Canceled
 Toledo Bend Lake 
Association (TBLA) has 
canceled the 2020 Bass 
Unlimited Back-A-Great 
Fighter Banquet & Auc-
tion that was scheduled for 
April 17, 2020. We hope 
that all of our supporters 
and volunteers can sym-
pathize with the situation 
that the world is presently 
facing, and the Board of 
Directors’ decision to can-
cel this event. 

 This banquet is TB-
LA’s only fund-raising 
event of the year, raising 
funds that are used to sup-
port area youth, Lake and 
other community projects 
on and around the Lake. 
TBLA committee mem-
bers are already working 
on plans for the 2021 Ban-
quet to be held on Friday, 
April 16, 2021. TBLA will 
be celebrating its 50th year 
of service to the lake area 
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Big Splash Tournaments on Rayburn 
and Toledo Bend Postponed

Commercial Licenses
New applications will be accepted by:
•Mail – payment methods accepted will be check, cashier’s check and 
money order
•Email – may be sent with all required documents scanned and attached
•Required documents: Applications, Copy of Driver’s license (individu-
als), copy of Federal Tax ID paperwork (businesses)
•For additional requirements for each license refer to LDWF website
•Licensing staff will reach out by phone to collect payment by 
credit card
Renewals
•Mail – payment methods accepted will be check, cashier’s check and 
money order
•Online at https://la-web.s3licensing.com/.
 Mail to:
Commercial Licensing
PO Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898
Email: Commercial@wlf.la.gov
Motorboat Registration and Titling
New/Transfers will be accepted by:
•Mail – payment methods accepted will be check, cashier’s check and 
money order
•Email – may be sent with all required documents scanned and attached
•Licensing staff will reach out by phone to collect payment by
 credit card
Renewals
•Mail – payment methods accepted will be check, cashier’s check and 
money order
•Online – at https://la-web.s3licensing.com
Mail to:
Motorboat Registration
PO Box 14796
Baton Rouge, LA 70898
Email: Motorboat@wlf.la.gov

Recreational Hunting/Fishing Licenses
Annual Licenses and Tags are available:
•Online – at https://la-web.s3licensing
•At retail license vendors
Lifetime/Disability applications will be accepted by:
•Mail – payment methods accepted will be check, cashier’s check and 
money order
•Email – may be sent with all required documents scanned and attached
•Scanned birth certificate will be accepted
•Licensing staff will reach out over the phone to collect payment by 
credit card
Mail to:
Lifetime
PO Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898
Email: Lifetime@wlf.la.gov
Charter Licenses
New applications will be accepted by:
•Mail – payment methods accepted will be check, cashier’s check and 
money order
•Email- be sent with all required documents scanned and attached
•Licensing staff will reach out over the phone to collect payment by 
credit card
Mail to:
Commercial Licensing
PO Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898
Email: charterguideins@wlf.la.gov
Oyster Tags
If an individual needs additional non-personalized oyster tags they can 
call 225-765-2821 and leave a voicemail. Licensing staff will return 
calls to obtain payment over the phone using a credit card. The tags will 
be mailed to the recipient.
Refer to LDWF website for required documents for each specific 
license or registration.

LDWF offices closed to the public 
indefinitely starting March 17

To alleviate any additional public burden, LDWF is providing the public 
alternatives to process applications via mail, email and online.

 The summary below provides more information about how to secure 
licenses and registrations during the office closure.

2020 Zwolle Loggers and 
Forestry Festival cancelled 
due to coronavirus 
 For the safety of 
Sabine residents and 
other attendees, the 
Board of Directors 
of the Zwolle 
Loggers and 
Forestry Festival 

have decided to can-
cel this years festi-
val. Next festival 
is scheduled for 
the second 
weekend in 
May 2021.

 Acting upon the orders 
set forth by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the 
Sabine River Authority,  
Sealy Outdoors is post-
poning their upcoming Big 
Bass Splash Tournaments 
on Lake Sam Rayburn and 
Toledo Bend Reservoir.
 The Big Bass Splash 
on Lake Sam Rayburn 

which was originally 
scheduled for April 17, 
18 and 19, will now be 
moved to October 10, 11 
and 12.  This will take the 
place of the Fall Shoot 
Out which was originally 
scheduled on that week-
end in October.
 The Big Bass Splash 
on Toledo Bend which 

was originally scheduled 
for May 15, 16 and 17 
will be moved to July 10, 
11 and 12.
 All guaranteed prize 
money for the two tourna-
ments will stay the same.  
Sealy Outdoors will be 
posting more details con-
cerning the postponements 
on their website.

Your inside source for the latest outdoors information ATT-LA



28    April 1, 2020   |   aroundthetownla.com

B/W

Sabine Youth Earns 
Grand Champion Award

 Missy Bilderback, who built 
Jones College into a perennial 
regional power, has been named 
the ninth full-time head coach in 
Northwestern State women’s bas-
ketball history.
 Bilderback comes to North-
western State after leading Jones to 
a 127-20 overall record and a 63-7 
conference mark in five seasons, 
winning four straight NJCAA 
Region 23 titles and three consec-
utive Mississippi Association of 
Community championships from 
2016-19. She inherits the position 
from interim head coach Aaron A. 
Swinson, who took over the team 
Jan. 26.
  “We’ve hired a winner in Mis-
sy Bilderback,” said NSU Director 
of Athletics Greg Burke. “She can 
coach and that quality is comple-
mented by her ability to inspire her 
players to perform at a high level 
and on a big stage. She has plans 
to put together a quality staff that 
earnestly will want to work side 
by side with her to bring winning 
ways back to Lady Demon bas-
ketball for the young ladies in the 
program, for the fan base and for 
the former players who built the 
tradition that is Lady Demon bas-
ketball.”
 Bildberback was chosen from 
an initial pool of 127 applicants 
from across the country. Bilder-
back’s hiring is pending approval 
of the Board of Supervisors of the 
University of Louisiana System, 
of which Northwestern State is a 
member.
  “It’s evident they’re very hun-
gry at Northwestern State to win 

and to be successful,” she said. 
“It’s also evident the administra-
tion wants a great experience for 
their kids and wants someone who 
will care about the kids and wants 
them to be their best.
  “There was such a great feel-
ing around NSU. It’s very family 
oriented, and it is a great com-
munity that I think will really get 
behind and support women’s bas-
ketball. They have been successful 
in the past. Look at the Stoehrs 
and their recent success, and the 
success under coach (James) Smith 
and coach Pat (Pierson). It’s possi-
ble to be successful there, and I am 
very appre-
ciative of the 
administration 
for giving me 
this opportuni-
ty.”
 In her five 
seasons at 
Jones College, 
Bilderback 
coached 20 
Division I 
signees, including four who inked 
scholarships with Power 5 confer-
ence schools. She coached former 
Lady Demon Kira Bonner, who 
led Northwestern State in scor-
ing (13.8 points per game) and 
3-pointers (49) in the 2019-20 
season.
 Bilderback took the Lady Bob-
cats to the Elite Eight in 2017 and 
produced consecutive Sweet 16 
appearances in the 2018 and 2019 
national tournaments. A three-
time District O Coach of the Year, 
Bildberback coached five NJCAA 

All-Americans, 11 all-region 
selections and 20 all-conference 
performers while the Lady Bobcats 
earned national rankings in four of 
her five seasons.
  “She is, overall, a caring 
person who carries that over as a 
coach,” Bonner said. “She does a 
great job of teaching the game and 
breaking down. She is fair with her 
team, regardless of whether they 
are a freshman or an upperclass-
man.”
 Said Bilderback: “Both coach 
(Brooke) Stoehr and Kira were 
important for me going through 
the process. I trust both of them a 

lot. Kira felt 
like this was 
a situation in 
which, with 
my style and 
what we did 
at Jones, 
we could be 
very suc-
cessful in 
the South-
land Confer-

ence. She gave me a lot of infor-
mation about the current roster and 
her experience and the community. 
I took that into consideration, 
knowing what type of fit it would 
be.”
  For all the success Bilder-
back’s Jones College programs 
had on the court, her players were 
equally proficient in the classroom. 
From 2015-18, Bilderback’s pro-
gram graduated 100 percent of its 
student-athletes. In each of her first 
four seasons, her teams had at least 
a 3.12 GPA.

  References spoke as much 
about Bilderback’s relation-
ship-building skills as her on-court 
success.
  “Missy, from day one, will 
embrace being the head coach at 
Northwestern State,” said Louisi-
ana Tech co-head coach Brooke 
Stoehr, who led the Lady Demons 
to two NCAA Tournaments and 
one Women’s Basketball Invita-
tional berth in four seasons at NSU 
from 2012-16 and first became 
acquainted with Bilderback when 
the latter coached at Presbyterian 
Christian School in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi.
  “She will immerse herself 
in the Natchitoches and campus 
communities. She has the ability to 
relate to people and, more impor-
tantly, relate to her players and get 
the most out of them. When you 
watch her teams play, they have 
consistently shown they play hard 
for her. They play an entertaining, 
fun style of basketball based off 
maximum effort and dedication to 
the team.”
  A 2001 graduate of Southern 
Miss, Bilderback spent 15 years 
as the head coach at Presbyterian 
Christian School, compiling a 452-
115 mark and six Mississippi As-
sociation of Independent Schools 
state championships, including 
four consecutive from 2004-07. 
She helmed PCS to a pair of over-
all state titles in 2010 and 2014 
and was a six-time MAIS All-Star 
Coach. While at PCS, she picked 
up Hattiesburg American Coach of 
the Year honors five times (2002, 
2005, 2007, 2013, 2014).

NSU names Missy Bilderback new 
head women’s basketball coach

SPORTS and  OUTDOORS

 Eleven-year-old Kent 
Rains of Sabine Parish 
recently earned First Place 
(Grand Champion) in the 
Lightweight Commercial 
Heifer Class competition at 
the 77th Annual Southern 
University Ag Center Live-
stock Show in Baton Rouge. 
He also won 1st place in his 
age Division in Showman-
ship. The show featured an-
imals that have been show-
cased or have won in parish 
competitions.
 Continuing his winning 

streak, Kent recently entered 
the local archery competition 
in shooting sports and ranked 
10th out of 108 participants, 

qualifying for state.  
 Over the years, Kent has 
benefitted from his involve-
ment in 4-H and has received 

numerous awards including 
Second Place in the Hunt-
ing Skills Shooting Sports 
Competition at Camp 
Grant Walker in Pollock, 
First Place in the General 
Hunting Skills Category, 
Second Place in the Wild-
life ID & Management 
Category and Overall  in 
the Junior Hunting Skills 
Competition 
 Kent is the son of Em-
ily and Dewayne Rains of 
Many. Congratulations to 
Kent and all 4-H’ers!

Kent Rains,
 winning 4H 
participant,

 of Sabine 
Parish and his 
winning heifer.

courtesy photos
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Lee Lee’sLee Lee’s
Children’sChildren’s

BoutiqueBoutique
Neu DesignsNeu Designs

  318-645-6200318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

1013 N. Main St., Zwolle, LA

Raggio Tire, Raggio Tire, llcllc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

WHY ADVERTISE IN
AROUND THE TOWN?
We offer more coverage at lower cost

than any other area media!

Contact Tommy O’Con
and set up an appointment to learn more!

(318) 471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

Southern LaDeezSouthern LaDeez
New Location:

615 San Antonio Avenue, Many, LA 71449
(In the Old Hancock Furniture Building)

NEW VENDORS WELCOME
LARGER BOUTIQUE

SOUTHERN SNACK SHACK
Antiques, Gifts, Home Decor & More

Owners: Robbie Edwards and Laura Vines

Store Hours:
  Tuesday - Friday

10 am to 5 pm
  Saturday- 10 am to 3 pm

Plumbing, llCPlumbing, llC
O’bannOnO’bannOn

glen O’bannOnglen O’bannOn, Owner, Owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny Richardson enjoys 
spending time fishing with his grandson, 
Jude Procell. courtesy photo

Hooked On Homeschooling in plein air
 With the governor giving students an unexpected break with his proclamation, 
they are now being homeschooled. 
 While reading, writing and arithmetic are very important subjects, learning 
can also happen outside. The possibilities are endless when it comes to enjoying 
the outdoors and the learning that comes with it. Just a few ideas of outdoor 
homeschooling are fishing, hiking, weather watching, bird watching, gardening 
and so much more. Even something as simple as an outdoor scavenger hunt can 
be educational when followed up with a time of discussion on what was found or 
writing a paper explaining the exploration.
 Make it a point to include an outdoor lesson in your homeschool schedule. 
Take the lead from your child and explore homeschooling plein air.
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www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2020

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

Sabine ProPerty ShoPPe, inc.
century21toledobend.com
Ronald BRandon, BRokeR

318.256.6410
318.256.0775

Each office is independently owned & operated

Oak Hill Road Land Tracts
8 tracts available ranging from

4.477 ac+/- to 8.284 ac +/-
Unrestricted

Great for Manufactured
Land/home package

Listing Agent:
Shannon Rivers

318-332-9900

Free Wireless Internet Access
Free Hot Breakfast

Free Coffee & Local Calls
Seasonal Outdoor Pool

Laundry Facility

5335 University Parkway
Natchitoches, LA (US) 71457

318-214-0700

•Criminal Bonds
Criminal Bonds will only be processed 
Monday – Friday from 8:30 AM – 3:30 
PM. The bondsman will be the only 
person permitted in the office to com-
plete the bond. If you wish to complete a 
property bond, you will need to contact 
the Natchitoches Parish Clerk of Court 
Office at 318-357-8152 to get informa-
tion on what days and times a property 
bond can be processed. Information 
concerning the bond for a defendant 
can be obtained by contacting NPSO 

Records Division at 318-357-7805 or 
318-357-7840.
•Fines/Citations
To make payments to the Natchitoches 
Parish Sheriff’s Office for Fine pay-
ments and Citation payments (Tickets), 
you have three (3) options.
1. Mail-in payments. (payments must 
be cashier’s check or money order. 
No personal checks will be accepted. 
Payments should be made payable to 
the NPSO and mailed to P.O. Box 266, 
Natchitoches, LA 71458.
2. Make payments online. Visit our web-
site (www.npsheriff.org). Scroll towards 
the bottom of the homepage and select 
the gold box labeled “pay tickets and 
fines online.” * There is a service fee for 
processing payment(s) online. The total 

charge amount will be displayed prior to 
submitting the payment. The fee is 3.5% 
of the total amount being paid.
3. Make payments via phone. To make 
a payment by phone, please call (877) 
793-7141 Mon – Fri 8 AM – 8 PM and 
Sat-Sun 10 AM – 2 PM EST. Once you 
have submitted your payment, you will 
receive an email letting you know if your 
payment has been accepted or rejected.
•Parish Property Taxes
To make payments to the Natchitoches 
Parish Sheriff’s Office for Parish Property 
tax payments, you have two (2) options.
1. Mail-in payments. (Payments may be 
cashier’s check, money order, or personal 
checks.) Payments should be made pay-
able to the NPSO and mailed to P.O. Box 
266, Natchitoches, LA 71458.

2. Make payments online. Visit our website 
(www.npsheriff.org). Scroll towards the 
bottom of the homepage and select the 
gold box labeled “pay taxes online.”
* There is a service fee for processing pay-
ment(s) online. The total charge amount 
will be displayed prior to submitting the 
payment. The fee is 3.45% of the total 
amount being paid with a minimum charge 
of $3.95.
•Fingerprinting & Sheriff Sales will be 
suspended until further notice.
These services will be reevaluated on or 
near April 13, 2020.
 We continue to monitor updates 
from LA. GOSHEP, Centers for Disease 
Control, La. Department of Health and 
World Health Organization on Corona-
virus (COVID-19).

SHERIFF
From Page 13
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1790 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-352-9876               800-256-9818

www.weekstractor.net

& Supply& Supply

MoreMore
TractorTractor
for your for your 
money.money.

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Dining Room
 Closes 2pm 

Daily

OPEN Mon-Sat 10am-3pm

Smokehouse Barbecue
DRIVE-THRU & DINE-IN

318-256-9080
Open Monday-Saturday 10am-3pm

805 Hwy 171 Bypass • Many, LA

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

Advertise here in our
Shop Local

block
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At Natchitoches Regional Medical Center, 
we are committed to keeping our communities safe and healthy.

Keeping Yourself Safe -
Virus Prevention Tips

In response to the COVID-19 global pandemic, we 
are working closely with state and parish officials to 
minimize and respond to the potential impact of this 
virus. Natchitoches Regional Medical Center and all 
associated clinics are open and operational, and we 
are conducting advanced screening at all locations to 
be proactive. Our goal is to protect the health of our 
patients, team, and community, and do our part to 
minimize the spread of COVID-19.

Natchitoches Regional Medical Center maintains a 
constant state of readiness to respond to emerging 
infections like COVID-19 should the need arise. 
Our focus is your health.

Be diligent in 
hand hygiene by 
washing hands 
frequently

Practice social 
distancing and 
avoid close contact 
with others

Cover your 
coughs and 
sneezes with your 
arm or a tissue

Avoid touching 
your face

If you are experiencing respiratory 
illness including fever, cough and 
shortness of breath, contact your 
primary care provider or call 
(318) 214-4267 for evaluation.

For the latest COVID-19 updates and 
information, please visit our website and 

Facebook page.

501 Keyser Avenue  |  Natchitoches, LA 71457  |   318.214.4200   |  www.NRMChospital.org

Focused 
on YOUR
Health


