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What does the new normal look like 
for Natchitoches and Sabine parishes 
in the near future and beyond?
by staff reporter Nora Drenner
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 Will the lockdown ever 
end? Has the local, state, and 
federal governments response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
been worse than the virus it-
self? What will life look life 
after the pandemic wanes?
 Just like those across the na-
tion and state, these are the ques-
tions folks are asking in Natchi-
toches and Sabine parishes.
 Coronavirus quickly changed 
the day-to-day life of those in Sa-
bine and Natchitoches parishes as 
folks responded in March to the 
new standards deemed necessary 
to fight the spread of the virus.
 There were no reported cases 
of coronavirus in Louisiana at the 
beginning of March. A week later 
there were nearly 100 statewide 
with most cases in Orleans and 
Jefferson parishes.
 On March 13, Gov. John 
Bel Edwards signed a proclama-
tion that closed all public schools 
statewide starting March 16, due 

to the spread of COVID-19. The 
initial expected re-opening date 
was April 13, however, at the 
request of members of the Loui-
siana Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
(BESE) board, Gov. John 
Bel Edwards is keeping 
K-12 public school fa-
cilities closed statewide 
for the remainder of the 
2019-20 school year. 
Most Louisiana school 
superintendents agreed 
with the closure.
  And, in an effort to 
keep students fed both 
parishes have set up food 
service programs. Par-
ents in Natchitoches Par-
ish are reminded their children 18 
years old and younger can still 
receive prepackaged breakfast 
and lunch meals. Pick up times 
are Tuesday and Thursday from 9 
to 10: 30 a.m. Parents can drive 
through for pick-up, or children 

can walk to the feeding site.
 Pick up sites on Tuesday and 
Thursday are Cloutierville, East, 
Magnet, Marthaville, Provencal 
and Vaughn schools, as well as 

Martin Luther King Recreational 
Center, Kingdom Life Center, 
Christian Outreach Center, Res-
toration Apostolic Ministries, 
Village of Clarence Town Hall, 
and Village of Natchez Town 
Hall. Creston Baptist Church of-

fers meals for five days on Tues-
days only.
 Officials say some 12,000 
Natchitoches Parish students are 
being fed through the program. 

For more information, email 
surequestions@nat.k12.la.us
 In Sabine Parish stu-
dents are fed through the 
Meals to You program, a 
partnership between the 
Baylor Collaborative on 
Hunger and Poverty, the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, and the Louisiana De-
partment of Education.
 According to school 
officials some 3,000 stu-
dents throughout Sabine 
Parish are signed up to 

receive 10 meals-five break-
fasts and five lunches-weekly. 
The shelf-stable, easy-to prep 
kid friendly meals are deliv-
ered by mail.
 Soon after schools were ini-
tially closed, Sabine Police Jury 

President Mike McCormic and 
Sabine Parish Homeland Security 
and Office of Emergency Pre-
paredness Director David Davis 
declared a state of emergency, as 
did Natchitoches Parish President 
John Richmond, Many Mayor 
Ken Freeman and Natchitoches 
Mayor Lee Posey. 
 And on March 23, a state-
wide stay at home order went into 
effect which required all to limit 
exposure to others and them-
selves by only leaving for es-
sentials such as work, groceries, 
medications, and emergencies.
 Non-essential businesses 
such as retail, salons, tattoo 
shops, movie theaters, amuse-
ment parks, concert halls, casi-
nos, parks, and churches were 
shuttered. Gathering of more 
than 10 folks were prohibited, 
and restaurants were limited to 
take out only.

The bear hunt craze is sweeping the nation 
as homeowners and businesses place a bear 
within sight of those who pass by. It’s a great 
way for families to get out of the house and go 
on walks during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Around the Town has been spotting bears 
throughout Many. Pictured is Luke McCarty 
standing next to the bear that hangs around 
on the door handle of the family car. In the 
same neighborhood are two more bruins: one 

in the window and another resting on the front 
porch. How many bears can you and your fam-
ily spot in your neighborhood?
photos and caption 
by staff reporter Nora Drenner

We’re going to catch a big one. 
What a beautiful day! We’re not scared.” 

by Michael Rosen from his book We’re Going on A Bear Hunt

“We’re going on
a bear hunt. 

Governor John Bel Edwards, as well as local 
politicans, are helping residents deal with life 
amid COVID-19.
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 It was a different kind of meet-
ing Monday, April 13, as Natchi-
toches City Council members sat 
six feet apart to conduct their regu-
lar monthly meeting. Additionally, 
attendees had to watch and listen 
virtually through video conferenc-
ing and teleconferencing. Those 
wishing to comment could do so 
by phone, through FACEBOOK 
and email.
 All this was to comply with 
Gov. John Bel Edwards proclama-
tion on April 13 prohibiting public 
gatherings of morethan 10 and so-
cial distancing among those who 
are together to limit the spread of 
COVID-19.
 First on the agenda was 
consideration of adopting an 
ordinance changing the zoning 
classification of property located 
at 124 Cypress Avenue in the his-
toric district, from R-1 residen-
tial one family to R-2 residen-
tial multiple family to convert 
an accessory building to a guest 

house. Requesting the change 
was Kirk Cordell.
 The planning commission 
recommended approval of the 
zoning change when the ap-
plication was introduced last 
month. The Planning Commis-
sion, which is appointed by the 
mayor and city council, reviews 
land use zoning requests and 
applications for variances 
and makes recommen-
dations to the city 
council. Current 
planning com-
mission members 
are Ron Brown, 
Bobby Claiborne, 
Jacob Cooper, Ja-
mie Flanagan, Isaac 
Lewis, Michael Lew-
is, Ricky McCalister and 
Charles Whitehead III.
 At that time, planning and 
zoning director Juanita Fowler 
cautioned the council that approv-
ing the request could open a can 

of worms as it could lead to sim-
ilar requests in the future. During 
Monday night’s meeting, Fowler 
phoned in to remind the council of 
her concern.
 Councilman Eddie Har-
rington said he favored approv-
al because there were other R-2 
properties in the vicinity, as well 

as several businesses 
nearby. Also brief-

ly kicked around 
was changing 
the R-1 clas-
sification to 
R-1 with spe-
cial exemp-

tion. The coun-
cil received four 

email comments: 
three in favor of the 

zoning change request 
and one against. 
 Following discussion which 
also included one electric meter vs 
two electric meters if the request 
was approved, the board unani-

mously gave its nod to the request. 
The one meter vs. two meters will 
be addressed later.
 In other business, the council  
APPROVED :
--Ordinance #24 regarding mobile 
home placement, permeable park-
ing and a preferred use plan for the 
development of property on the 
Louisiana Highway 478 corridor.
--Ordinance #26 allowing a police 
officer to acquire his service fire-
arm upon retirment.
 The board ADOPTED Reso-
lutions:
--#11 opposing proposed legis-
lation that that enables the state 
legislature to remove the author-
ity of local governments to ad-
minister and collect local sales 
tax and use taxes.
--#12 reappointing Cloyd Benja-
min, Jr. to the Board of Directors 
of the Industrial Development 
Board of the City of Natchi-
toches, Louisiana.
--#15 regarding the levy and col-

lecition of a one percent sales 
tax once the Hobby Lobby being 
constructed within the boundar-
ies of Natchitoches Economic 
Development District D is up 
and running.
--#16 finding and determining 
that a public hearing has held, 
and no objection was made re-
garding the levy and collection of 
a one percent sales and use tax in 
regard to Hobby Lobby.
 The board  INTRODUCED  
ordinance #29 adopting the City 
of Natchitoches budget for fiscal 
year June 1, 2020 through May 
31, 2021.
 Lastly, the board ADOPTED 
three proclamations:
--#13 declaring April 2020 as fair 
housing month.
--#14 declaring the week of April 
13-18 as national community de-
velopment week in the city.
--#17 declaring April 2020 as 
national child abuse prevention 
month in the city.

Natchitoches City Council holds different 
kind of meeting amid COVID-19
staff reporter Nora Drenner

Due to the ever changing situation around the COVID-19 pandemic 
 please note that all statistics, important medical information 

and closures were accurate as of going to press on April 23.
Thank you for your understanding.

To Our 
Readers:
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 The Sabine Parish School 
Board has been seeking appli-
cants to fill the Ward 4-District 
4 vacancy on the Board follow-
ing the resignation of Roderick 
Davis, Sr.
 Davis, Sr. reportedly re-
signed from the board as part 
of a plea agreement earlier 
this year when he pled guilty 
to charges of Medicaid fraud 
while working for the Sabine 
Association for Retarded Citi-
zens (SARC).
 Roderick Davis Sr., his 
son Roderick Davis Jr., both 
of Many, and daughter Athena 
Mitchell, 20, of Shreveport, 
were arrested in September 
2019 and charged with Medic-
aid fraud. Additionally, Davis, 
Sr. was charged with one count 
of exploitation of the infirmed. 
Davis Jr. and Mitchell were 
also charged with criminal con-
spiracy.

 SARC is a Medicaid-fund-
ed facility that provides jobs, 
educational work training for 
disadvantaged citizens. SARC 
has daytime programs as well as 
residential community homes. 
In February 2020, Davis Sr. 
pleaded guilty in exchange for 
the charges against his children 
being dropped.
 Anyone interested in serv-
ing on the Board for Ward 
4-District 4 should have sub-
mitted a letter of interest and 
resume addressed to Board 
President Terrell Snelling, by 
April 23. Qualified candidates 
must be at least 18 years of age, 
be able to read and write, and 
must have resided in the district 
for at least one year.
 The Board was expected to 
appoint a new member on Mon-
day, April 27. An election to fill 
the remainder of the unexpired 
term will be held Nov. 3.

District 4 vacancy 
following resignation 
of Roderick Davis, Sr.
staff reporter Nora Drenner

 The Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development 
announces the federally required 
Environmental Assessment for 
the proposed Cane River 
Bridge
replacement in Natchitoches is 
complete.
 A Finding of No Signifi-
cant Impact has been approved 
by the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration. This means that 
the selected preferred build 
alternative for the project 
will not have any significant 
impact on the environment 
that would require the prepara-
tion of an Environmental Impact 
Statement. This step is crucial in 
determining how quickly a proj-
ect can move forward in develop-
ment and is required in order to 

receive any federal funding for a 
construction project.
 The selected alternative was 
determined after extensive environ-

mental analysis, two public meet-
ings and a public hearing in down-
town Natchitoches. The selected 
alternative includes a temporary 
bridge, as well as a new Cane River 
Bridge built on an adjusted align-

ment with pedestrian facilities.
 The current Cane River 
Bridge was built in 1936, and ser-
vices an average of approximately 

11,100 vehicles per day.
  Several factors are taken 
into consideration during the 
EA, including possible im-
pacts to residents, businesses, 
wildlife, and bodies of water. 
The process also addresses 
public input that is gathered 
during meetings and through 
other avenues. It also ensures 

that any preferred build alter-
natives meet the purpose and 

need for the project.
 At this time, the project is 
scheduled to go to bid in Fiscal 
Year 2023-2024. The project is 
estimated to cost approximately 
$11.5 million.

Significant milestone reached in 
Cane River Bridge replacement 
project in Natchitoches Parish

A photo of the Cane River Bridge taken 
in 2015. photo Waymaker

 Foreign language professors 
from Northwestern State University 
are sharing their skills by translat-
ing directives from city and parish 
government to the Spanish-speaking 
population of Natchitoches Parish.
 Dr. Telba Espinoza-Contreras, 
director of NSU’s International Stu-
dent Resource Center, appeared in a 
video created by the Natchitoches Par-
ish Sheriff’s Department to announce 
a city and parish curfew that began 

April 7. The video was shared through 
local news media and social media 
channels. Her husband, Dr. Benjamin 
Forkner, and Christine Ferrell, profes-
sors in the Department of English, 
Foreign Languages and Cultural Stud-
ies, are also working with officials.
 “After seeing the public an-
nouncement last week by the sheriff, 
the mayor and the parish president, 
it dawned on me that this would not 
reach most of our Hispanic popula-

tion,” Forkner said. He and Ferrell 
reached out to local governing author-
ities to offer their services in translat-
ing the message. “The sheriff’s office 
contacted me and Telba to do a trans-
lation.”  
 “The sheriff’s office was pleased 
that NSU was contributing to help in 
the pandemic public announcement. 
They also asked Telba if we could 
keep on helping them in the future to 
which we agreed,” Forkner said.

Faculty translate directives to Spanish-speaking population
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 At that time, the number of 
COVID-19 cases in the state had 
grown to more than 800 and a few 
days later confirmed cases had 
jumped to 1,172.
 Curfews for minors were 
also being strictly enforced in 
both parishes, and eventually the 
town of Many imposed a curfew 
for all, as did the city and parish 
of Natchitoches.
 COVID-19 first appeared in 
China in mid-Dec. 2019. A month 
later, the first U.S. case was con-
firmed in Washington state—a 
man who had recently returned 
from a visit to family living in 
China--and on March 9 Louisiana 
verified its first case.
 As of press time on April 
23, there were 25,739 confirmed 
positive COVID-19 cases. And, a 
total of 1,747 COVID-19 patients 
were hospitalized with 274 of 
those requiring ventilation. Total 
confirmed deaths were 1,540 and 
59 probable COVID-19 deaths 
which are identified by coroners 
and/or physicians as suspected/
possible COVID-19 deaths with-
out a positive lab result. The 
number of probable COVID-19 
deaths change as pending test re-
sults turn out positive or negative.
 Additionally, as of press 
time, Sabine Parish confirmed 
cases total 14 with no confirmed 
deaths and one probable death; 
Natchitoches Parish cases total 
62 with one death.
 Surrounding parishes cases 
are as follows: Vernon Parish cas-
es are 14 with one death, Rapides 
Parish cases are 220 with eight 
deaths, Red River Parish cases are 
22 with four deaths, Caddo Parish 

cases are 1,389 with 85 deaths, 
Bossier Parish cases are 255 with 
12 deaths, Bienville Parish 69 
cases and 12 deaths, Desoto Par-
ish cases are 176 with 10 deaths, 
and Winn Parish cases are 
19 with two deaths.
 Nationwide posi-
tive cases total 834,340 
with 42,501 deaths and 
142,624 recovered.
 President Trump on 
April 17 issued a set of 
federal guidelines for re-
starting the economy, but 
said it would be up to 
state governors to decide 
when and how to ease 
state lockdowns.
 Gov. Edwards said 
Tuesday, April 21, he 
would probably lift some 
restrictions currently mandat-
ed by his stay-at-home order 
set to expire April 30, howev-
er, he warned folks life would 
not return to the normal they 
experienced prior to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.
 “I don’t bet very often, but 
if you made 
me bet $1, I 
would bet on 
May 1 we’d be 
under a differ-
ent order than 
we’re under 
now,” Ed-
wards said.
 “But that 
really does 
depend on 
what happens 
over the next 
week or so be-
cause we have to make sure we 
have those 14 days where our tra-
jectory is where we want it as it 
relates to cases and as it relates to 
hospital capacity.”
 He continued, “But I don’t 
want people to have unrealistic 

expectations when the stay-at-
home order goes away whether 
it’s May 1 or not, that everything 
will go back to the way it was.” 
 The governor said if some 

restrictions are lifted, there would 
be requirements such as continued 
social distancing, wearing masks 
and crowd size limits.
 On Wednesday, March 22, 
Edwards called on all Louisianans 
to mask up as the new norm when 

going out in public until there is 
vaccine for coronavirus. Gov. Ed-
wards noted the media would be 
required to wear a mask when en-
tering his press conferences.

 During a recent video 
and phone conferenc-
ing Natchitoches City 
Council meeting, Mayor 
Lee Posey encouraged 
residents to keep doing 
what they were doing re-
garding social distancing 
and hand washing. “We 
are headed in the right 
direction,” said Mayor 
Posey. “Don’t touch your 
face and get tested if you 
have symptoms.” He also 
commented “All lead-
ers in Natchitoches were 
in agreement the curfew 

needed to happen.” Most are 
complying, he noted, however, a 
few citations had been issued in 
recent days.”
 Natchitoches Parish Presi-
dent John Richmond also com-
mented during a recent video 
and phone conferencing council 

meeting. “The cur-
few is still in place,” 
said Richmond, “and 
we are going to get 
rid of it as quickly as 
we can.” Richmond 
also noted all local 
government offices 
con tinue to operate 
at full capacity with 
employees working 
at home when ap-
propriate. Addition-
ally, said Richmond, 
courthouse staff are 

staggering hours and other offices 
are reconfigured to comply with 
social distancing regulations. 
 As of press time, Natchi-
toches officials said there were no 
plans to relax current local regu-
lations due to COVID-19.

 In Sabine Parish, Police Jury 
President Mike McCormic said 
on April 23 that he plans to let 
the proclamation that closed short 
term rentals through April 29 to 
expire. McCormic said owners 
are being contacted so they can 
start taking reservations.
 The second proclamation 
regarding social distancing 
regulations for check-out lines 
and aisles for employees and 
customers in businesses would 
likely be ex tended through 
May, said McCormic. That 
proclamation also requires man-
datory isolation for those who 
test positive for COVID-19, 
those who have symptoms and 
those who have been exposed to 
the virus. McCormic noted the 
second proclamation could be 
rescinded earlier depending on 
what Gov Edwards does.
 Many Mayor Ken Free-
man said he expects the town 
board to lift the current curfew 
on May 4. Mayor Freeman also 
said it was time for the com-
munity, state, and nation to get 
back to normal.
 Mayor Freeman went on 
to say, “There is no greater 
threat to our national security 
and public health than a fail-
ing economy. The collapse of 
our economy is more dangerous 
than the virus itself.”
 Mayor Freeman concluded 
by saying he understood CO-
VID-19 is a new disease and it 
was necessary to err on the side 
of caution, however, now that 
we know more about the dis-
ease and how it is spread, it is 
time for all to get back to work 
and live their lives.
 “People need to take respon-
sibility for their health, said Free-
man, “by social distancing, wash-
ing their hands frequently, and 
staying home when sick.”

 Governor John Bel Ed-
wards and newly appointed 
Louisiana Department of 
Health Secretary Courtney 
Phillips have announced that 
beginning Monday, April 27, 
doctors, dentists, and medi-
cal clinics can resume certain 
medical procedures.
 This order also authorizes 
non-emergency treatments and 
surgeries that are deemed as 
“time-sensitive” by a patient’s 
medical provider but were 
halted under the provisions of 
the COVID-19 Stay at Home 
order.
 The revised guidance 
states medical and surgical 
procedures shall only be per-
formed under the following 
conditions:
• in order to treat an emergency 
medical condition.
• to avoid further harms from 
an underlying condition or 
disease.and for time sensitive 

conditions.
 Additionally, the order 
states dental visits, procedures 
and surgeries shall only be per-
formed under the following 
conditions:
• in order to treat an emergency 
medical condition.
• to avoid further harms from 
an underlying condition or dis-
ease.
• and for time sensitive dental 
conditions.
 Before facilities perform any 
procedure, each much have a 
plan in place to monitor for CO-
VID-19 symptoms or test if pos-
sible; to ensure adequate physical 
distance between patients; must 
have a five-day minimum supply 
of PPE available; and must fol-
low additional guidance outlined 
in the order. For more informa-
tion on the new order and the full 
guidance from LDH, go to http://
ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Coronavi-
rus/resources/providers/LDH

Gov. Edwards announces 
some health care services 
can resume soon

(Clockwise from the top) City of Natchitoches Mayor Lee Posey, 
Town of Many Mayor Ken Freeman, and Natchitoches Parish 
President John Richmond are helping citizens maneuver through 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Father Robert W. Marshall, a priest 
of the Diocese of Memphis, selected 
as the Bishop of Alexandria
 Pope Francis has named Fa-
ther Robert W. Marshall, a priest 
of the Diocese of Memphis, as 
the Bishop of Alexandria.
 The appointment was pub-
licized in Washington, D.C. 
on April 21, 2020 by Arch-
bishop Christophe Pierre, 
apostolic nuncio to the Unit-
ed States. The Diocese of Al-
exandria has been a vacant 
see since March 2019.
 Bishop-elect Marshall 
was born in Memphis, Ten-
nessee on June 17, 1959 
and ordained to the priest-
hood on June 10, 2000 for 
the Diocese of Memphis. He 
attended Christian Broth-
ers University in Memphis 
(1977-1980) where he received 
a Bachelor of Arts in History. In 
1983, he received a Juris Doctor-
ate from the Humphreys School 

of Law at University of Mem-
phis, and a Master of Divinity 
from Notre Dame Seminary in 
New Orleans in 2000. Prior to 
entering seminary, Father Mar-

shall worked as a civil attorney.
 Father Marshall’s assign-
ments in the Diocese of Mem-
phis after ordination include: 

Parochial Vicar at Incarnation 
Church in Collierville (2000-
2002); Pastor at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Humboldt and St. 
Matthew Parish in Milan (2002-
2004); Pastor at Church of the 
Ascension in Memphis (2004-
2012); Pastor at St. Francis 
of Assisi Parish in Cordova 
(2012-2017); and Parochial Ad-
ministrator at the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception in 
Memphis (2017-2019). Since 
2019, Bishop-elect Marshall 
has served as Vicar General for 
the Diocese of Memphis and 
Pastor of the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception.
 The Diocese of Alexan-
dria is comprised of 11,108 

square miles in the State of 
Louisiana and has a total pop-
ulation of 389,837 of which 
35,402 are Catholic.

Father Robert W. Marshall, a priest of 
the Diocese of Memphis, is the Bishop 
of Alexandria.

aroundthetownla.com
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 As most of you know, the 
Senate and the House met to-
day for about three hours. 
March 31st was the deadline 
to read bills into the record 
that were not “pre-filed.” Upon 
completing this, and in an ef-
fort to comply with Governor 
Edwards’ emergency procla-
mation, both bodies adjourned 
until further notice by the Pres-
ident of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House. In the 
last election, 19 new members 
to the Senate were elected and 
55 new members to the House 
of Representatives. EVERY 
ONE of these men and women 
thought that, by now, we would 
have been knee deep in discus-
sions of the important issues 
facing Louisiana.
 Who would ever have 
dreamed that something called 
“Covid 19” would have so shat-

tered that routine? It has drasti-
cally altered the schedule of both 
House and Senate. But far more 
importantly, it has caused an-
guish and economic uncertainty 
to countless friends and neigh-
bors who, despite long odds, are 
trying their best to cope. Both 
small and large businesses have 
been impacted, not to mention 
our entire education commu-
nity. The people of Louisiana 
have weathered storms before, 
but fighting an unseen enemy is 
one of the biggest challenges we 
have ever faced.
 We are working day and 
night to monitor this unprece-
dented health crisis in our state 
and respon d in a positive way. 
We will work hard to accom-
plish those items mandated by 
our Constitution, and we will do 
everything in our power to be a 
partner with you through this un-

paralleled disaster.
 In the meantime, I strongly 
urge you to observe the direc-
tives of social distancing. Wash 
your hands frequently during the 
day and avoid leaving your home 
for anything that is not absolute-
ly necessary. WE ALL SALUTE 
THE HEALTH CARE HEROES 
who get up each day and show 
such compassion and profession-
alism on our behalf. Please pray 
for these angels on our shoulders.
 If I can help you, please call 
my office and speak with me or 
my Legislative Assistant, Mrs. 
Connie Melder, at 318-357-3116.
 If God brings us TO it..God 
will bring us THROUGH it!

COVID-19 alters the schedule 
for both House and Senate
Open Letter from Louie Bernard
Senate District 31

 Suzanne Williams has been 
hired by the town of Many to 
help locals navigate the red tape 
for relief due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Those needing assis-
tance can call 318/256-4019 to 

set up an appointment.
 Among the topics Williams 
can assist with are Paycheck 
Protection Program, Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan Emergen-
cy Advance, Employee Reten-

tion Credit, Debt Relief for ex-
isting and new SBA borrowers; 
Delay of Payroll Tax Payments, 
Support for Business Suffering 
Losses, and Encouragement to 
Business to Invest Program.

Town of Many hires expert to help locals 
navigate red tape for government assistance

 In response to the continuing threat 
of COVID-19 in Louisiana, elections 
have been postponed again. The 2020 
Presidential Preference Primary is re-
scheduled for July 11 from 7 a.m. until 
8 p.m.; and the Municipal General Elec-
tion is rescheduled for August 15 from 7 
a.m. until 8 p.m.
 Additionally, Louisiana Secretary 
of State Kyle Ardoin has released an 
emergency election plan. Changes in-
clude things like relocating some poll-
ing places to help cut down on the num-
ber of people present at one location in 
order to vote, expanding the time frame 
for early voting, and expanding accept-
able reasons for people to request an ab-
sentee ballot.

 The deadlines to request an absentee 
ballot for the July 11 election are:
--July 7 (four days before the 
election) for all voters except 
military, overseas, and 
hospitalized voters
--July 10 (day before 
the election) for mili-
tary, overseas, and hos-
pitalized voters
 The deadlines to 
request an absentee bal-
lot for the Aug. 15 election 
are:
--Aug. 11 (four days before the 
election) for all voters except mili-
tary, overseas, and hospitalized voters
--Aug. 14 (day before the election) for 

military, overseas, and hospitalized voters
 The emergency plan also ex-

pands the reasons to request 
an absentee ballot to reg-
istered voters--those at 

higher risk of severe 
illness from COV-
ID-19 due to serious 
underlying medical 
conditions as identi-
fied by the Centers 

for Disease Control 
and Prevention; those 

subject to a medically 
necessary quarantine or 

isolation order as a result of CO-
VID-19; those advised by a healthcare 
provider to self-quarantine due to CO-

VID-19 concerns; those experiencing 
symptoms of COVID-19 and seeking a 
medical diagnosis; and those caring for 
an identified individual who is subject 
to a medically necessary quarantine or 
isolation order as a result of COVID-19 
or who has been advised by a healthcare 
provider to self-quarantine due to CO-
VID-19 concerns.
 Early voting for the July 11 election is 
currently scheduled for June 26 through
July 4 (excluding Sunday, June 28 and Fri-
day, July 3). Early voting for the Aug. 15
election is currently scheduled for Aug. 1 
through 8 (excluding Sunday, Aug. 2).
 This is the second time Louisiana has 
post poned upcoming elections due to
COVID-19.

Elections postponed again; secretary of 
state releases emergency election plan

 In order to continue to serve 
residents during the COVID-19 
crisis, the Louisiana Office of 
Motor Vehicles has reopened 
their Reinstatement Call Center. 
The center will be fully staffed 
remotely, allowing drivers to han-

dle reinstatement questions, rein-
statement fee collection and the 
setup of installment agreements. 
For OMV assistance, call 225-
925-6146 and select Option 3. 
Agents are available on weekdays 
from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Motor-

ists who need to update their driv-
ers licenses and ID cards can also 
do so through the LaWallet App.  
 For more resources and as-
sistance from OMV, visit express-
lane.org and click on COVID-19 
web page. 

Office of Motor Vehicles Reopens Call Center 

 The Natchitoches Parish 
Council meeting room was empty 
except for parish president John 
Richmond asthe council held its 
regular monthly meeting April 20 
via teleconferencing and video.
 During that meeting, the 
council took the next step with 
accepting the Payne Subdivision 
sewer system currently owned 
and operated by Total Enviro 
nmental Systems Inc.(TESI).
 Via a four to one vote, with 
council woman Patsy Ward 
Hoover saying nay, the coun-
cil adopted an ordi-
nance establishing 
N a t c h i t o c h e s 
Parish Sewer 
District #2. 
The ordi-
nance also 
es tab l i shed 
the geograph-
ical boundar-
ies of the dis-
trict, creates a 
board to manage the 
sewer district, and estab-
lishes the makeup and authority 
of the sewer district board.
 Negotiations are still under-
way with TESI and the
parish council could still back 
out of the deal. Parish president 
Richmond had hoped to seek the 
assistance of attorney Tony Till-
man with accepting the dona-
tion by TESI and with executing 
all documents in connection to 
that acceptance.
 However, that proposed 
agreement with Tillman was 
nixed when council woman 
Hoover said nay to adding 
the request to the agenda. 
Per council rules, adding an 
agenda item must be unani-
mous decision.
 Richmond noted Tillman’s 
assistance would have been at 
no cost to the district as fees 
would come out of community 
block grant proceeds that have 
been earmarked for the Payne 
Subdivision sewer system.
 In other business, the board 
awarded the contract to Tarv-

er Industries of Alexandria, 
the lowest bidder, at a cost of 
$848,037.97 for the resurfacing 
of roads in Payne Subdivision. 
Council woman Hoover was 
the lone vote against awarding 
the contract to Tarver. Hoover 
raised concerns about the coun-
cil initially approving the con-
tract at 766,943.08.
 President Richmond noted 
the difference was due to three 
add-ins that were inadvertently 
left off the proposal the council 
members first received. Rich-

mond also noted with the 
add-ins, Tarver Indus-

tries was still the 
lowest bidder.
 Addi t ional ly, 
the council unani-
mously confirmed 
the following ap-
pointments:

--Brian Benefield to 
replace Justin Shil-

ling on the Fire District 
No. 1 Board.

--Wayne O’Con to replace Bub-
ba Ivy on the Fire District No. 
7 Board.
--John Louis Morgan to replace 
Matthew Faircloth on the Fire 
District No. 1 Board.
 The council also intro-
duced Ordinance 006-2020, a 
zoning change from I-A Indus-
try-Agriculture District to a 
B-1 Business District, to build 
a medical clinic along High-
way 6 in Robeline.
 Lastly, the council unani-
mously awarded bids for the 
purchase of a number of items 
needed for road maintenance.
 The council had hoped to 
consider approval of Creston 
Baptist Church as a polling place 
for the Black Lake community 
at Creston along state Highway 
9. Council woman Hoover was 
not in favor of adding the item 
to the agenda.
 All council members
—John Salter, Chris Paige, Patsy 
Ward Hoover, Jim Kilcoyne and 
Marty Cheatwood—attended the 
meeting via telephone.

Natchitoches Parish Council 
establishes sewer district 
for Payne Subdivision
by staff reporter Nora Drenner



aroundthetownla.com   |    May 1, 2020    7

B/W

 Webster defines “declaration’’ as a state-
ment made by a party to a legal transaction: a: a 
document that contains an official statement, b: a 
document that makes a declaration or a document 
that gives notice of intent. In layman’s it is a state-
ment which serves to put another party on notice. 
That’s what the Declaration of Independence 
did. It served notice to the King of England the 
people of the 13 colonies were independent of his 
reign. The document went on to list the ‘wrongs’ 
and tyrannical acts whichwere numerous that the 
colonists had endured.
 ‘We hold these truths to be self- evident, that 
all men are created equal,  that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.’’ 
 Aside from Joe Biden, the foregoing is “one 
of the best-known sentences in the English lan-
guage”, containing “the most potent and conse-
quential words in American history”. The passage 
came to represent a moral standard to which the 
United States should strive, and is considered by 
many to be the foundation of the political phi-
losophy and argued that it 
is a statement of principles 
through which the United 
States Constitution should be 
interpreted. For most Ameri-
cans it is difficult to imagine 
living under the “rules’’ let 
alone the tyranny of a king, 
but that was the rule in the mid 1770’s.
 The Declaration was written primarily by 
Thomas Jefferson after being at war with Great 
Britain for over a year. It is not known what 
Jefferson thought the document might accomplish 
other than put the King of England on notice 
that those subscribing to the document had had 
enough. For certain, it did not end the war. In 
fact the war would continue for almost five years 
following the signing.
 The Declaration named the many acts of tyr-
anny under which the colonists in America lived; 
the seizures, unlawful searches and executions 
were common and there was no ‘presumption of 
innocence for all who lived ‘under the crown.’
 The “subjects” of His Royal Highness had 

become bel-
ligerents and 
in the most 
eloquent words 
of Thomas 
Jefferson were 
now throwing 
off the chains. In declaring their independence the 
signers knew their future was now more perilous 
than before. The 56 men signing the Declaration 
had pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their 
sacred honor. They would endure many hardships 
before the war would end. What kind of men were 
they? Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Elev-
en were merchants, nine were farmers and large 
plantation owners; men of means, well educated. 
But they signed the Declaration of Independence 
knowing full well that the penalty would be death 
if they were captured.
 Five signers were captured by the British as 
traitors, and tortured before they died. Twelve had 
their homes ransacked and burned. Two lost their 
sons serving in the Revolutionary Army; another 
had two sons captured. Nine of the 56 fought and 

died from wounds or hard-
ships of the Revolutionary 
War. To put it plainly they all 
had “Skin’’ in the game. They 
wanted their freedom and were 
willing to die for it.
 We often hear that free-
dom isn’t free and that certain-

ly was the case for the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence. To find 56 men so committed to 
any cause is more than remarkable, but these men 
stepped up knowing that their commitment could 
mean not only their death but that of their fami-
lies as well. Forward thinking men, men of great 
vision saw what America could be when free of 
oppression.
 Looking back, we now know what dedicated 
patriots these early Americans were, and we pray 
that within each of us there remains an ember of 
the fire that burned within them. We don’t see 
overt acts of this kind of patriotism everyday, but 
rest assured in the ‘Heartland’ of America there 
remains the not yet extinguished fire of the 
Declaration of Independence.

The Declaration
columnist Dennis Coleman

“The 56 men signing the 
Declaration had pledged 
their lives, their fortunes, 
and their sacred honor.”

 Northwestern State Universi-
ty will honor Spring 2020 gradu-
ates with a virtual commencement 
ceremony beginning at 10 a.m. 
Friday, May 8. The virtual cere-
mony will include many elements 
of NSU’s traditional graduation 
ceremonies with messages from 
NSU President Dr. Chris Maggio, 
college deans and university offi-
cials. The name of each graduate 
will be read aloud.
 “Although unexpected cir-
cumstances have required that all 
of us make changes in our lives 
and habits, we believe that our 
graduates deserve to be recog-
nized and we plan to do exactly 
that with all the traditions that 
make commencement special,” 
Maggio said. “Family and friends 
will be able to join the celebration 
from the safety of their homes 
and memories can be shared on 
social media and other platforms. 
Northwestern State University’s 
Spring 2020 commencement will 
be remembered as an unprece-
dented event during unprecedent-
ed circumstances.”
 Students are invited to sub-
mit photos of themselves on cam-
pus, graduation photos in caps 

and gowns, gathering with friends 
and/or at NSU events to be in-
cluded in a slideshow that will 
be featured at the end of the vir-
tual commencement celebration. 
To be included in the slideshow 
student should submit photos to 
marketing at marketing@nsula.
edu by 5 p.m. Friday, May 1.
 NSU alumna Holli ́ Conway 
will be commencement speak-
er. Conway is a 2016 magna cum 
laude graduate of NSU who was 
Miss Louisiana 2018 and second 
runner-up in Miss America 2018. 
A graduate of NSU’s Department 
of Theatre and Dance, Conway 
made her Broadway debut last fall 
in “Tina–TheTina Turner Musical.”
 In addition to the virtual 
ceremony, a traditional gradu-
ation program is being planned 
for spring graduates on Aug. 8. 
This date is contingent on health 
and safety guidelines that are in 
effect at that time. Graduating 
seniors should check their email 
for messages related to upcoming 
ceremonies. Students will have 
the option to participate in the 
August 8 ceremony or Fall Com-
mencement on Dec.18.
 Administrators encourage 

graduating seniors to participate 
in the virtual ceremony and sub-
mit their photos for the slideshow.
 “I love commencement day. 
It is one of the happiest and most 
meaningful moments of the col-
lege experience,” said Dean of 
Students Frances Conine. “It’s a 
time to say good job, good luck 
and goodbye. I wouldn’t miss it 
for anything.”
 “Commencement is one of 
academia’s most treasured cere-
monies and traditions and one that 
allows us, as a community, to cele-
brate our graduates and wish them 
well as they continue to move on 
into their professions,” said Dr. 
Greg Handel, provost and vice 
president of Academic Affairs 
and dean of the Graduate School. 
“While a virtual ceremony cannot 
replace an in-person ceremony, 
please rest assured that we are 
working to create a unique and 
special experience that highlights 
and celebrates the extraordinary 
accomplishments of our graduates 
throughout a difficult time. Also, 
know that you are invited back 
to campus to participate in a later 
ceremony of your choice--either 
in the summer or fall.”

NSU to honor Spring 2020 grads
with a virtual commencement

 Minden Medical Center nurse Jen-
nifer Sunderland, her husband Dr. Jason 
Sunderland and friend Travis Watkins col-
laborated to hand-make about 300 plastic 
face masks for frontline healthcare work-
ers at the Minden hospital.
 Jennifer Sunderland is a 2015 
graduate and is currently pursuing 
a Master of Science in Nursing at 
Northwestern State University. Her 
husband is a chiropractor at Sun-
derland Chiropractic in Minden.
 Jennifer and Jason discussed the 
need at the medical center and after 
looking at plastic face shields decided 
to create their own. They purchased 
the plastics from Regal Plastics in 
Shreveport and contacted Watkins, 
who refined the design and set up a 
workshop in his house where the 
three put the masks together at night.
 “We never did it for any type 
of recognition and didn’t even tell 
anybody we were doing it, but word 
eventually spread through the hospi-
tal and community after we dispersed 
them,” Jennifer Sunderland said.
 “I am in the case management 
department at MMC and was aware 
how we were making efforts to prepare for COVID including pre-
serving the PPE we had. My father-in-law works in plastics so it oc-
curred to me that we potentially could get plastic from him and make 
face shields. When I presented the idea to my husband, he and a fam-
ily friend, Travis Watkins, just ran with it! They are both ‘essential’ 
workers so after several trial runs and modifications, they fabricated 
and pieced together masks after work till the wee hours each night 
for about a week. They are now working to make another 300 face 
shields to donate to the Springhill Hospital, Memorial Medical Cen-
ter in Homer, and surrounding clinics. They will be ready to deliver 
in the next day or two.”
 The Sunderlands said they were able to cut the vinyl on a CNC 
router from All Builders Millworks in Ruston and designed a few 
different versions that could be laser cut by Blocker Torch Works in 
Shreveport. They eventually settled on a simple design that could be 
manufactured and assembled quickly.
 Watkins said they were just doing their part to help keep front-
line workers safe and thanked Enable Midstream Partners for allow-
ing him to volunteer on company time, which helped bump up the 
delivery date.
 “Honestly, we all just felt like it was the right thing to do,” 
Jason Sunderland said. “In times of crisis anyone who can help, 
should do so. And many people are stepping up in many different 
ways, but right now, who better to help than those on the front line. 
The doctors, nurses and all employees at the hospitals around the 
world deserve our love and respect because what they are doing is 
truly remarkable.”

Minden couple and friend 
create masks for workers
in the healthcare field

Travis Watkins colaborated 
with Jennifer and Jason 
Sunderland to design plastic 
face masks for frontline 
healthcare workers. 
courtesy photos



A private family service will be 
held for Jayson Desmond Bailey, 
50, of Leesville, Louisiana.
Jayson was born on December 
7, 1969 in Deerfield Beach, FL 
to his parents, Virlyn & Shirley 
Young Bailey. He passed away 
on Saturday, March 28, 2020 in 
Alexandria.
Left to cherish his memory is his 
wife, Pamela Bailey of Leesville, 
LA., daughter; Shacona Bailey of
Deerfield, FL., mother; Shirley 
Kirksey of Deerfield, FL., broth-
er; Damien Felton of Deerfield, 
FL., sisters; Shacona Lowe of 
Pearland, TX., Stephanie McFad-
den of Orlando, FL., grandfather; 
Willie C. Bell of Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 
and two grandchildren.

Gladys Stutts Ballard, 78 years of 
age and a long-time resident of 
Provencal passed away on March 
23, 2020.  She was born on 
February 21, 1942, to Washington 
and Mary Jacob Stutts in Pleas-
ant Hill, LA.  She was preceded in 
death by her parents; husband, 
John Ballard, Sr.; and siblings, 
Dessie Savell, Hatie Brown, Les-
sie Kirkland, Chester Stutts, Earl 
Stutts, and Larry Stutts.
She is survived by her daughters, 
Carla A. Matkin, Lisa L. Youman, 
and Brenda L. Thomisee; sons, 
Cecil W. Ballard, Lester G. Bynog, 
and John F. Ballard, Jr.; a brother, 
Jessie Stutts; grandchildren, Larry 
Wayne, Andy, Kristen, Kathryn, 
Joshua, Hannah, Isaac, Stacey, 
Derek, Courtney, Lee, Lesley, 
Tracey, Stephen, and Reuben; 
as well as numerous nieces and 
nephews.
Gladys was a strong Christian 
lady, deep-rooted in her faith, and 
enjoyed worshiping her savior 
at Provencal United Pentecostal 
Church.  She had a smile that 
would light up any room and 
was quick to give a hug to show 
how much she cared.  She was a 
loving mother, sister, and grand-
mother and will be dearly missed 
by her family and friends.  We 
know with certainty that we will 
be reunited with her one day in 
heaven.
Due to restrictions placed on 
everyone during the COVID-19 
pandemic, a private graveside 
service was held at Pinegrove 
Cemetery near Hagewood, LA 

with Pastor James Whitehead 
officiating.  Those honored to 
serve as pallbearers were Joshua 
Ballard, Reuben Thomisee, Lee 
Thomisee, Lesley Thomisee, 
Stephen Thomisee, Tracey Thom-
isee, and honorary pallbearer was 
Cecil Ballard.

Sandra “Sandy” Lynn Blackwell 
was born December 10, 1962 
in Fort Campbell, Kentucky and 
passed away April 3, 2020 in 
Leesville, Louisiana at the age of 
57. Sandy has a distinguished 
career in radio. For 30 years, she 
worked as either a DJ or Pro-
gram Director in many locations 
including Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, DC101 in Washington, 
D.C., Sunny99 in Houston, Texas; 
and recently KROK, KMUX, and 
Country105 all located in the 
Standard Broadcasting build-
ing in Leesville. Sandy was of 
the Lutheran faith and enjoyed 
taking care of her cats and dogs, 
knitting, reading, and watching 
TV. She loved to cook and spend 
time with her girlfriends.
Left to cherish her memory are 
her husband, David R. Blackwell 
of Anacoco, LA, parents, Phillip 
and Martha Edwards of Mascot, 
VA, sisters, Beth Jones and hus-
band Rick of Mascot, VA, Darlene 
Edwards Plumb and husband 
Mark of New Port Richey, FL, 
and Deborah Edwards Walter of 
Brandon, FL, nephew and niece, 
John and Annie Mascot, mother-
in-law, Irma Blackwell of Leesville, 
LA, nephew and niece, John and 
Annie Mascot, uncles, Jim Stokes 
and wife Betty of Houston, TX 
and cousins, Jim
Stokes, Jr. of Houston, TX and 
John and Sharon Oberst of Mon-
mouth, Oregon and extended 
family and friends.

On Thursday, March 19, 2020, 
Barry “Buddy” Eldon Bolton 
passed away at age 57. Buddy 
was born on November 13, 1962, 
and was a life-long resident of 
Natchitoches, Louisiana. He 
graduated with the class of 1980 
fromNatchitoches Central High 
School. On February 19, 1987, he 
married Debra and together they 

raised two daughters, Misty and 
Nikki. He was a mechanic for over 
25 years andultimately earned a 
supervisory position at Interna-
tional Paper from which he retired. 
He was a member of Westside 
Baptist Church and the Robeline 
Masonic Lodge.
Survivors include his wife Debra 
Hammett Bolton, daughters Misty 
Dees and husband JL Dees, 
Nikki Eidt and husband Phillip 
Eidt, grandchildren Barry Chan-
dler Dees and Cecelia Catherine 
Eidt, and his mother Freddie May 
Martin Bolton. Preceding him in 
death are his father Larry Eldon 
Bolton and two sisters Tara Eliza-
beth Bolton and Penelope Anne 
Bolton.
A visitation will be held at 
Blanchard-St. Denis Funeral 
Home on Saturday, March 21, 
2020, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
The funeral service will be held on 
Sunday, March 22, 2020, at 2:00 
p.m. also at Blanchard-St. Denis 
Funeral Home with the burial to 
follow at Flatwoods Cemetery in 
Rapides Parish.
Pallbearers will be Tommy Boyt, 
Boyd White, Tim Miley, Steve 
Nichols, Gene McDavid, and 
Aymond Booker.

Dr. Archie Breazeale is survived by 
his wife, Mrs. Fay Breazeale; son, 
Mr. David Breazeale of Natchi-
toches; and daughters, Mrs. Lisa 
Breazeale Wells and husband 
Jim, of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 
and Mrs. Julie Breazeale Weikel 
and husband Mik, of Arlington, 
TX; grandchildren, Lauren Wells 
Strickland and husband William, 
Melissa Wells, Drew Wells, Re-
bekah Webb; great-grandchildren, 
Grace Strickland, and twins, Ar-
chie James Strickland and William 
Joseph Strickland; and sister, 
Jayne Breazeale Latiolais.
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Archie F. Breazeale, Sr. 
and Cynthia Walker Breazeale; 
and daughters Kathlyn Anne 
Breazeale and Alison Breazeale 
Webb.
Due to recent health restrictions, 
funeral services for Dr. Breazeale 
will be scheduled and announced 
at a later time.

Dottie Jean Breedlove, 73 years 
of age and a resident of Provencal 

passed away April 15, 2020, in 
Natchitoches.  She was born on 
February 4, 1947 to Leroy and 
Vida (Stanley) Brister in Florien, 
LA.  She was a homemaker who 
took great pride in caring for her 
husband, children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.  She 
was a compassionate lady and 
loved to take care of everyone’s 
needs, even if it meant she sac-
rificed her own needs.  She will 
be dearly missed by all that knew 
and loved her.
She is survived by her husband, 
Floyd Breedlove; children, Darrell 
Breedlove and wife Dana, The-
resa Thompson and husband 
Jimmy, Yvonne Broadway and 
husband Jason, and Patricia 
Givens and husband Joe; and a 
brother, Robert Brister.  She was 
blessed with 10 grandchildren, 5 
great-grandchildren, and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.
Those honored to serve as pall-
bearers include Joe Givens, Jim-
my Thompson, Jason Broadway, 
Cody Hall, Jeremy Breedlove, and 
Josh Caldwell.
Due to gathering restrictions 
placed on everyone during this 
time, a graveside service to honor 
her life was held at 2 pm today, 
March 17, 2020, at Bellwood 
Cemetery in Bellwood, LA with 
Pastor Paul Grace officiating.

Mrs. Jewel Sims Broadway of Ro-
beline, LA passed away on Friday 
night March 20, 2020 at 100 years 
old.
She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Arvie (Buster) 
Broadway; parents, J. F. Sims 
and Mary Lou (Craig) Sims; four 
brothers: LeRoy Sims, Otis Abner 
Sims, J. C. Sims and William “Bill” 
Sims; and two sisters, Pearlie 
Horn and Eunice McCauslin.
She is survived by one brother, 
John M. Sims and one sister, Viola 
Sims Simmons, and a host of 
nephews and nieces. She will be 
sorely missed.
Jewel loved the outdoors and her 
great love was gardening, hunting 
and fishing.
Funeral arrangements were pro-
vided by Warren Meadows Funer-
al Home. Graveside services were 
held on Wednesday, March 25, 
2020 at 2:00 PM at Rocky Mount 
Cemetery.

On Friday, April 3, 2020, 
Tam J. Burford was welcomed to 
her eternal home by her Lord and 
savior, Jesus Christ after a tragic 
accident.
Tam was born on November 
18, 1954 in Shreveport, LA. She 
lived in Stonewall, LA. She was 
an amazing wife, mother, sister, 
grandmother, and friend. Her 
greatest life accomplishment was 
her personal relationship with the 
Lord, sharing the gospel every-
where she went, and passionately 
serving her family.
She was a member of Shreveport 
Community Church for over 45 
years and loved her church and 
her Pastors Denny and DeAnza 
Duron. She served the Lord in 
many ways. She volunteered at 
her church as a greeter on Sun-
day mornings, always with a smile 
on her face. She volunteered and 
served numerous other minis-
tries. She was a true servant to 
her family and her church. She 
loved the Word of God and used 
scripture to always encourage 
those around her. She was one of 
the most generous people to her 
family, her church, and her com-
munity. She was always thinking 
of others before herself. 
She loved to read Around The 
Town each month. Those who 
knew her loved her. She was a 
true servant and enjoyed serving 
wherever there was a need. Her 
positive attitude throughout life 
was inspiring to all who knew her. 
She always moved with grace 
and dignity.
She was a homemaker and 
loved every minute of that job. 
She embodied what a Proverbs 
31 woman should be. She loved 
and adored her husband, Jimmy 
and enjoyed long drives through 
the pasture with him checking 
cows and enjoying their land. Her 
grandkids were the delight in her 
life. Her relationship with them 
was like no other. She saw each 
and every one of her grandkids 
daily, spending hours, pouring 
godly wisdom and laughter into 
each one of them.
She was preceded in death by 
her granddaughter, Landree 
George and her parents, Harvey 
and Connie Johnson.
She is survived by her husband, 
Jimmy and their three children 
and four step-children. Mandi 
Gordon and her husband Phillip, 
Laura George and her husband 
Lake, and Brian and his wife 
Sarah. Jim Burford, Lynn Barn-
well, Chris Burford and his wife 
Ann, and Jennifer Gross and her 
husband Jeff. Her six grandchil-
dren: Trace & Preslee Gordon, 
Lakelin, London, & Lincoln 
George, and Brooks Burford. 
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Dr. Archie F. Breazeale, MD
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Tam J. Buford
November 18, 1954-

April 3, 2020
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Her eleven step-grandchildren: 
Jamie Burford, Macy Burford, 
Micah Burford, Katie Simpson, 
Patrick Kennedy, Nathan Kenne-
dy, Emma Lorette, Max Burford, 
Caroline Gross, Katherine Gross, 
and Anna Gross. Her brother Eric 
Johnson and his wife Debbie and 
her sister Christi Cooley and her 
husband Craig.
A celebration of life service will 
be held at a future date to honor 
her after Covid-19 restrictions are 
lifted.

Lonnie Marshall Casey passed 
away after a lengthy illness. He left 
this world peacefully in his sleep.
He was born in Flint, Texas to 
Mittie Mae Casey and Linus 
Parker Casey. Lonnie was a 
longtime resident of Natchitoches 
since 1968 and was employed 
at Brookshire’s for 45 years. He 
loved his dogs and riding the 
roads of Natchitoches every 
evening, going to his favorite shop 
to grab snacks at 3J’s, and to 
visit with his longtime friend and 
co-worker, John Abraham.
He is preceded in death by his 
parents, 5 sisters, and 1 brother, 
all from Texas.
He leaves behind his wife of 
59 ½ years, Sandra; son, Mike 
Casey; and daughter, Lisa Casey 
and partner Rickey Watson; 
sister, Jean Davis and husband 
Don, of Dallas, Texas; sister-in-
law Anne Grisham, of Center, 
Texas; brother-in-law Ronnie 
Richardson and wife Joyce, of 
Kilgore, Texas; grandsons, Drew 
Abraham of Natchitoches and 
Dustin Steadman of Memphis, 
TN; great-grandsons, Landon and 
Isaiah, both of Tennessee; as well 
as many nieces and nephews 
all from Texas, and many, many 
longtime friends.
We would like to thank all the 
nurses from the hospitals and 
Community Care for all they did 
for us. We truly appreciate it dear-
ly. Services will be announced at a 
later date.

Orena Genevieve Beaudion 
Christophe, 90 years of age and 
a resident of Natchez, LA, passed 
away on April 1, 2020, with her 
family by her side.  She was born 

on January 26, 1930, to Alcide 
Beaudion, Sr. and Josephine 
Waites Beaudion in Cloutierville, 
LA.  She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, 
Herman F. Christophe, Jr.; a son, 
Bertrand J. Christophe, Sr.; sis-
ters, Susie Couty, Carrie Metoyer, 
Cora Kirkland, Irene Rachal, 
Victrine Rachal, Annie Bellow, and 
Cleama Metoyer; and brothers, 
Alcide Beaudion, Jr., Rano Beau-
dion, Kellie Beaudion, John T. 
Beaudion, Sam Beaudion, Walter 
Beaudion, and Edward Beaudion.
Orena was a loyal parishioner of 
St. Augustine Catholic Church 
and was active in the Christian 
Mothers’ Society.  She worked 
for many years in the lunchroom 
at St. Mary’s Catholic School and 
also held many other jobs to help 
with being a great provider for her 
family.  She freely gave of her time 
and assisted the Nuns in putting 
together Christmas baskets for 
less fortunate children.  During her 
free time, she enjoyed creating 
quilts with the other Lady Quilters 
at St. Augustine.  Orena loved to 
cook and was well known for her 
meat pies and hot tamales.  She 
will be dearly missed by all that 
knew and loved her.
She is survived by her children, 
Martha C. Jones (Jerry), Herman 
Christophe (Rosetta), Kenneth 
Christophe, Sr. (Brenda), Danny 
Christophe, Samuel Christophe, 
Sr. (Anastasia), and Michael Chris-
tophe, Sr. (Michelle); two brothers, 
Victor Beaudion, Sr. and James S. 
Beaudion.  She was blessed with 
27 grandchildren, 42 great-grand-
children, 
3 great-great-grandchildren, and a 
host of nieces and nephews. 
Due to the recent health concerns 
and the restrictions in accordance 
with limited gatherings, a grave-
side service was held at 12 pm 
on Saturday, April 4, 2020, at St. 
Augustine Catholic Church Cem-
etery.  A Mass will be scheduled 
at a later date once restrictions on 
gatherings are lifted. 

Richard Daniel Dartez was born 
on Sunday, April 3, 1955 in Lake 
Charles, LA. He passed away 
on Sunday, March 29, 2020 in 
Alexandria, LA. He was preceded 
in death by his father, Dallas John 
Dartez and his sister, Kathy 
Moreaux.
Mr. Richard Dartez was a loving 
and giving person, who was cher-
ished by all who came to know 
him. He was employed in the 
oilfield industry all his life, which al-
lowed him to selflessly provide for 
his wife and three sons. He was a 
man of many talents and inter-
ests including finding treasures 
in things of old, whether it be the 
Indian artifacts and petrified wood 

he so often found around his 
home or in his collections of coins 
and other treasures he found 
while metal detecting. Although 
his job may have kept him away 
from his family at times, he cher-
ished the times he was home with 
them, by enjoying fishing, hunting, 
and being in nature with his family 
and friends. He was sure to share 
his outdoorsman expertise with 
not only his sons, but his grand-
children and any other person 
who took the time to listen. The 
many life lessons he taught them 
will not soon be forgotten.
Richard lived at Toledo Bend for 
twenty years. He was a volunteer 
firefighter with South Sabine Fire 
and Rescue.
He is survived by his wife, Pamela 
Arsement Dartez of Toledo Bend, 
LA; sons: Nicholas Dartez (Rose-
lean Dartez) of Toledo Bend, LA, 
Josh Dartez of Lake Charles, LA 
and Samuel Dartez (Kolbie Wade) 
of Toledo Bend, LA; mother, Irene 
Marie Dartez of Toledo Bend, LA; 
brothers, Dallas “Johnny” Dartez, 
Jr. (Veronica Dartez) of Laredo, 
TX and Randell Dartez of Toledo 
Bend, LA; sister, Vick Vernon (Dale 
Vernon) of Denham Springs, LA; 
grandchildren: Kyle, Kaitlyn and 
Hunter of Lake Charles, LA, Chris-
tina of Toledo Bend, LA, Haylee 
and Jayden of Grant, LA, and 
Samantha and Zayden of Toledo 
Bend, LA; along with a host of 
nieces, nephews and friends.
Pallbearers from South Sabine 
Fire and Rescue: Craig Vaughen, 
Shawn Kelly, Austin Kelly, Dough 
Ensinger, Mat Crain and Noah 
Parrie.
A rosary was recited on Thursday 
at 7:00 PM on Facebook live, so 
all those who knew and loved 
him, but could not attend the 
service could support his family 
in prayer. A graveside service 
was held at St. John the Baptist 
Cemetery in Many, LA.

Margaret Lou Drenner, age 82, of 
Gadsden, Alabama, passed away 
on Saturday, April 11, 2020.
The family celebrated her life with 
a private graveside service. Bill 
Garner, a longtime family friend, 
officiated. 
Burial was at Ft. McClellan Post 
Cemetery, Ft. McClellan, Albama. 
Collier Butler Funeral Home 
directed services.
Mrs. Drenner was born to the 
late Sylvia M (Hale) Kazee and 
Samuel Logan Kazee on July 30, 
1937, in Logan County, W.Va. 
On January 8, 1953, she married 
Ronald Drenner. He preceded her 
in death as did her son Ronald 
Lee Drenner.
Mrs. Drenner was also preceded 
in death by her sisters Joann 
Kazee Herald Griesmer, Norma

Kazee Bates, Barbara Kazee 
Browning and Sharon Kazee Will-
ingham; and brothers Max Wayne 
Kazee, Charles Lee Kazee, Jerry 
Douglas Kazee, Sam (Butch) 
Kazee, Larry Dale Kazee and Paul 
Jennings Kazee.
She is survived by her daughters 
Nora Drenner of Many, La.,
and Pam (Todd) Boozer; sons 
Barry Drenner, Jeff (Karen) Dren-
ner, and Craig Drenner; sisters 
Shirley Kazee Clower, Leita
Kazee Workman, and Marilyn 
Kazee Perry; grandchildren Jen-
nifer (Scott) Holloway, Josh (Alicia) 
Dunaway, Tyler (Haley) Boozer, 
Kyle Boozer, Trinity Drenner, 
Brooke Parrent, Ryan Drenner, 
Rachel England, Seth and Cam-
eron Drenner; great grandchildren 
Ethan and Abbygail
Holloway, Phoenix and Kingston 
Dunaway, Raegan, Reed, and 
Riley Drenner, and Kate and
Jack England; a nd many nieces 
and nephews.
In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to Etowah Baptist 
Mission Center,  P.O. Drawer L, 
Gadsden, AL 35904. The family 
would like to express its special 
thanks to the nursing staff of 
MICU, SICU, and 8th floor of 
Gadsden Regional Medical Cen-
ter. Fond memories and expres-
sions of sympathy may be shared 
at www.collier- butler.com for the 
Drenner family.

Kerry Mitchell Freeman, 74 years 
of age and a long-time resident 
of Robeline passed away on 
March 31, 2020, in Natchitoches, 
LA.  She was born on August 21, 
1945, to Fred and Irene Brown 
Mitchell.  She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her hus-
band Nolan D. Freeman, and her 
sons, Stanley Freeman, Timothy 
Freeman, and Brady Freeman.
Kerry held the most important 
job; she was a homemaker who 
enjoyed nurturing and providing 
for her family.  She was a mem-
ber of Central Baptist Church in 
Robeline and enjoyed fellowship 
with her church family.  She was a 
loving wife, mother, grandmother 
and great grandmother and will 
be dearly missed by her family.  
We take comfort in knowing she 
was reunited with all the ones 
that passed before her and one 
day we will be reunited with all of 
them.
She is survived by a son, Brad-
ley Freeman and wife Paola; 
a daughter, Tonya Marr and 
husband Jody; grandchildren, 
Brandon Freeman, Kelsey Marr 
Boyce, Emily Marr, Hannah 
Freeman Robertson, Jennifer 
Santana-Rivas, Patrick Freeman 
and Steven Freeman; as well as 7 
great-grandchildren.
A graveside service was held at 

Central Baptist Church Cemetery 
in Robeline at 2 pm on Thursday, 
April 2, 2020.

Wanda Garsee Graves, 69 years 
of age and a resident of Forrest 
Hill passed away on March 26, 
2020.
She was born on February 15, 
1951, to J.D. “Curly” and Dorthy 
Jean Salard Garsee in Pineville, 
LA. She was preceded in death 
by her parents.
She is survived by her daughter, 
Sandra Lynn Dubois of Rag-
ley, LA; one sister, Charlotte G. 
Dubois(Richard) of Chopin, LA; 
one brother, Kenneth R. Garsee 
(Cynthia) of Chopin, LA; one 
granddaughter, Lauren Dubois 
Kay (Louis) of Robeline, LA; two 
grandsons, Joshua D. Dalme 
(Chelsea) of Edgewater, FL
and Jeremy C. Dalme of Hender-
son, TX; one niece, Sabrina Du-
bois Laroux (Buddy) of Zwolle, LA; 
one nephew, Jay Dubois (Sonya) 
of Robeline, LA; greatgrandchil-
dren, Piper, Zane, Landon, Parker, 
and Chloe;
as well as a host of nieces and 
nephews.
Due to restrictions placed on 
everyone during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Funeral services for 
Wanda G. Graves will be sched-
uled and announced at a later 
time.

Linda Lou Hardy was born on 
Saturday, November 5, 1949 
in Shreveport, LA. She passed 
away on Sunday, April 5, 2020 
at her residence in Many, LA. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents, John Davis and 
Alice (Lewis) Davis; son, Jackie 
Hardy and her sister, Kathy 
Davis.
She is survived by her hus-
band, A. G. Hardy, Jr. of Many, 
LA; daughter, Barbie Hardy of 
DeRidder, LA; brother, Glynn Da-
vis of Rockwall, TX; along with 
a host of nieces, nephews and 
friends.
A private family graveside ser-
vice will be held in Mt. Freedom 
Cemetery and a memorial ser-
vice will beheld at a later date.
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Victorine was born on January 28, 
1940 in Natchitoches, Louisiana 
to Victor and Dorcas Prothro and 
passed away on Thursday, March 
26, 2020 at Willis Knighton Pierre-
mont, Shreveport, Louisiana.
Vickie loved spending time with 
family and friends. One of her 
biggest joys was spending time 
with her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. Vickie loved any 
reason to gather the family for hol-
idays, cookouts, or just everyone 
hanging out playing cards and 
eating, just as long as everyone 
was there.
Vickie was preceded in death by 
her parents; brother; sisters and 
her husbands Norman Gene 
Scott Sr. and Zenba Harris and 
daughter Pamela Orgeron of 
Stonewall, Louisiana and grand-
son Gerrad Scott. She is survived 
by her sons, Gene and wife Sheri 
Scott of Oil City, Louisiana and 
Ernie and wife Carol Scott of 
Bossier City, Louisiana, Grand-
sons; Brian Orgeron, Trey Scott. 
Grandaughters; Angela Colding, 
Heather Leblanc, Rachel Scott, 
Rebecca McArthur. Great Grand 
Children; Kaylee and Hunter Cold-
ing, Wesley and Leah McArthur, 
Landen, Lauren, Leyton, Lawson, 
Linleigh Grace LeBlanc, Christian 
Scott and Xander Scott.
Graveside service were held at 
Forest Park West Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests that 
donations be made in memory 
of Vickie to Shreveport Baptist 
Temple.

A private family graveside service 
for Josh Harrell, 29, of Belmont, 
LA, will be held at Belmont Cem-
etery with Rev. John Lewing II, 
officiating.
Josh Harrell was born on Friday, 
March 8, 1991 in East Baton 
Rouge, LA. He passed away on 
Wednesday, April 8, 2020 
in Belmont, LA.
He was preceded in death by 
his mother, Angel Marie Dailey; 
paternal grandparents, Melton 
and Etoyce Free; and maternal 
grandmother, Ann Reese.
He is survived by his wife, Olivia 
Harrell of Belmont, LA.; children, 
Justin Harrell and Jordyn Liles of
Belmont, LA; father, Ricky Harrell 

and wife Wanda of Turkey Creek. 
LA.; sister, Heather Harrell of 
Turkey Creek, LA.; brother, Hunter 
Harrell and wife Tessa of Belmont, 
LA.; adopted family, Carlton 
and Brenda Salley of Belmont, 
LA., Wayne and Leslie Salley of 
Belmont, LA., Jamey and Claudia 
Salley of Belmont,
LA., Baylse, Blayne, Eli and Isaac 
Salley of Belmont, LA.; along with 
a host of nieces, nephews and 
friends.
A private graveside service for 
Lucille Hippler was held on Mon-
day, April 13, 2020, at 2:00 PM 
at Hippler Family Cemetery with 
Brother Kenneth Leach officiating. 
A private family visitation was held 
at Kilpatrick’s Rose-Neath Many 
Chapel from noon until service 
time. 

Lucille Randolph Hippler was 
born December 24, 1929 in 
Fisher, LA to Samuel Randolph 
and Nellie (Beason) Randolph 
and entered into rest on April 10, 
2020.
Lucille enjoyed a great life which 
she lived to the fullest. Among 
some of her favorite things to do 
were quilting, cooking, garden-
ing, tending to her animals, and 
watching soap operas. In addi-
tion, she loved spending time 
with all of her family.
Preceding her in death were 
her parents, Mr. & Mrs. Samuel 
Randolph; her husband, Buddy 
Henry Hippler; her daughter, 
Melinda Hippler Callens; two 
granddaughters, Krystal Green, 
and Evelyn Hippler; four sisters, 
and one brother. Those left be-
hind to cherish her memory are 
her sons, Leslie Hippler & wife, 
Lois of Hemphill, TX, Buddie 
Hippler & wife, Karen of Many, 
LA, Larry Hippler & wife, Monica 
of Florien, LA, David Hippler & 
wife, Ruth of Many, LA, Daniel 
Hippler of Many, LA, Julius Hip-
pler & wife, Dawn of Florien, LA, 
and Michael Hippler of Many, LA; 
daughter, Cindy Reeves & hus-
band, Dennis of Many, LA; sister, 
Jeane Merritt of Hemphill, TX, 
sister, Bonnie Layfield of Many, 
LA along with 26 grandchildren, 
50 great grandchildren, 3 great, 
great grandchildren; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, friends and 
other relatives.
Honoring Lucille as pallbear-
ers were Larry Hippler, David 
Hippler, Daniel Hippler, Darren 
Hippler, Mike Hippler, and Dennis 
Reeves. Honorary pallbearers 
were Dean Hippler and Dale 
Hippler.

Yvonne Orlette Holland of 
Natchitoches, Louisiana was 
born April 26, 1936 in Vowells 
Mill, Louisiana to Phanor and 
Vera Tynes Honeycutt. Yvonne 
passed away in the comfort of 
her home surrounded by loved 
ones on April 10, 2020. Yvonne 
was a loving mother, aunt, sister, 
grandmother, and friend to all 
that knew her. She spent a great 
amount of her life surrounded by 
family and her church. When she 
was not at church, she enjoyed 
cooking, gardening, traveling, 
and sewing – as she conducted 
a wonderful sewing ministry 
at Westside Baptist Church of 
Natchitoches, LA. Yvonne spent 
her life living by the Word of God 
to her fullest extent and is now at 
peace with our Lord and Savior.                                
Yvonne O. Holland is proceeded 
in death by her husband of nearly 
62 years, William Truman Holland 
(10/7/1928-10/1/2015) of Natchi-
toches, Louisiana; mother, Vera 
Tynes Honeycutt (10/1/1916-
10/3/2002); father, Phanor 
Honeycutt (2/4/1906-9/21/1979); 
and brother, James Honey-
cutt (11/6/1939-11/14/1958).                                                                                                                          
Yvonne is survived by brother, 
Charles Honeycutt and Annie 
Lambert of Vowells Mill, LA; 
sister, Lola and husband Sam 
Stewart of Lawton, OK; sis-
ter-in-law, Claudia Voigt of 
Provencal, LA; brother-in-law, 
Wilmer Holland of Vowells 
Mill, LA; sister-in-law, Bonnie 
Byrd of Hugh Springs, TX; 
sister-in-law, Martha Holland of 
Marthaville, LA; daughter, Judy 
Maley and husband Wayne 
Maley of Provencal, LA; son, 
Ronald Holland and wife Leanie 
Holland of Natchitoches, LA; 
grandson, Billy Maley and wife 
Lucia Maley of Provencal, LA; 
grandson, Anthony Maley and 
wife Andrea Maley of Provencal, 
LA; great-grandchildren, Brandi 
Fitzgerald, DeWayne Fitzgerald 
and wife Andrea, Megan Maley, 
MiKenzie Maley, Alyssa Maley, 
Morgan Maley, and Melanie Ma-
ley; great-great-grandchildren, 
Preston Hernandez, Randall 
Welch, Gage Fitzgerald, and 
Mason Fitzgerald.                                                               
Honored to serve as pallbear-
ers will be Anthony Maley, Billy 
Maley, Randy Yopp, Jace Morris, 
Mike McLaren, and Bryant 
Gandy.                                                                                                                           
Honorary pallbearers will be Sam 
Stewart, Wilmer Holland, Wayne 
Maley, Christopher Honeycutt, 
Tyler Morris, and Ryan Lucas.
Due to the limitation in place from 
Covid-19 a private graveside ser-
vice will be held at Hickory Grove 
Cemetery in Vowells Mill, La.
“My soul finds rest in God alone; 
my salvation comes from him”, 
Psalms 62:1.

Sonny, 74 years of age passed 
away at his home in Natchitoches 
on April 9, 2020. He was born on 
June 22, 1945 to Carroll LaCaze 
and Christine Moreau LaCaze. He 
was an avid hunter and fisher-
man and a Vietnam War Veteran. 
Always wanting to be in the 
woods hunting or on the lake or 
bayou fishing. He loved to look for 
treasures along the banks, boat 
landings or the side of the road. 
Whether it was a cork, hook, rope, 
knife or just what ever, he had 
an eye to find it. He also loved to 
tinker around the house making 
things and turning something old 
and useless into something useful 
again.
Sonny was a loving husband, 
father, brother, grandfather and 
great grandfather. He was a 
member of First Baptist Church 
Provencal and loved his pastor 
and church family.
He is proceeded in death by his 
parents Carroll LaCaze and Chris-
tine Moreau LaCaze, sister Betty 
LaCaze Wallace, and grandsons 
Gregory Singletary and Conner 
Miller.
He is survived by his loving wife 
Martha LaCaze of 34 years. 
Two sons Tray LaCaze and wife 
Lynn and Cory LaCaze and wife 
Amber. Three step daughters Ce-
cile Chelette and husband John, 
Trudy Theriot and husband Hilton 
and Christi Miller and husband 
Bryan. Grandchildren Kolbie, 
Quinton and Alana Chelette, 
Ashlyn Miller and fiancé Cody 
Williams, B.J. And Kasey Miller. 
Two great grandchildren Raelyn 
and Rhyss Williams. Sisters Edna 
Cardino and husband Fred, Nina 
Kay and husband Kenneth and 
Lawana Groth and husband Larry.
There will be a private graveside 
memorial service at the Oak 
Grove Methodist Cemetery at a 
later date.

Dr. Karen McGuirt McFerrin, 
70, passed away on March 28, 
2020, following a lengthy illness.  
She was born May 15, 1949, in 
Shreveport.
She was preceded in death by her 
mother Lynn McMichael and her 
father Garnett Richard McGuirt. 
She is survived by her loving 
husband, Calvin, daughters Laura 
McFerrin Stutes (husband Ryan) 
Angela and Kayla and sons Jonas 
McFerrin (wife Kelsey) and Jess 
McFerrin (wife Marci) sister Brenda 
Sanders (husband Dearl) brother 
Dr. G Richard McGuirt (wife Glo-
ria).  Grandchildren Miles, Conner, 
Analise, Jaden, and Adalee.  
She will be dearly missed.
Karen held degrees in political 

science, counseling and the 
doctorate in Education Technol-
ogy Leadership, and had done 
post-doctoral work in composi-
tion and rhetoric.  She taught at 
Northwestern in Education Tech-
nology and in Communication. 
She was known internationally 
for research related to distance 
education, particularly for research 
into the ways that distance 
education can accommodate the 
needs of people with disabilities.  
She was, perhaps, best known for 
the extraordinary care and sup-
port that she provided for each of 
her many students.
The family is grateful for the 
support of Father Frank Fuller and 
the doctors and staff of Louisiana 
Extended Care Hospital, particu-
larly Dr.’s Mary Long and 
Warren Botnik.
Due to the recent health concerns 
and the restrictions in accordance 
with limited gatherings, a private 
family graveside service was 
held at Memory Lawn Cemetery 
in Natchitoches on Wednesday, 
April 1, 2020. A memorial service 
in honor of her life will be held at a 
later date.
Friends are encouraged to view 
and leave a memory of Karen 
on our website, http://www.
blanchardstdenisfuneralhome.
com. The family thanks everyone 
for their understanding during this 
difficult time.

A private graveside service will be 
held for immediate family at Oak 
Lane Memorial Park Cemetery 
in Prairieville.
She is survived by her sons, 
Allen David Medine (Tammy), 
Keith Medine (Roxanne), Scott 
Medine; daughters, Deborah 
Medine, Ramona Shaffer (John); 
grandchildren, James Russo, 
Aiyana Cotton, Lettitia Gonzalez, 
Meagan Allen, Brandon Medine, 
Brooke Ourso, Kendall Shaffer, 
John Shaffer, Chelsi Bourgeois, 
Kyrsten Brooks, Dania Medine; 
great grandchildren, Rodie Green, 
Jaxon Shaffer, Amelia Shaffer, 
Vivian Allen, Scarlett Allen, Parker 
Russo, Reagan Russo, Theodore 
Bourgeois, Thomas Bourgeois, 
Rosalie Bourgeois, David Meyer, 
IV, Lilli Ourso, Arlo Smith; sister, 
Kathy Morris; brothers, Donald, 
Tim, Tom and Joseph Bonin and 
numerous nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by 
her husband of 62 years, Allen 
“Cutsy” Medine, Jr.; daughter, 
Linda Lemanski; parents, Elie and 
Eve Meaux Bonin; siblings, Betty 
Ann Dugas, Ramona “Mona” 
Trahan and Peter, Paul and Mary 
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Bonin.
Joan retired from Bell South after 
over 20 years working as a tele-
phone operator.
Cutsy and Joan usually danced 
their Sunday afternoons away 
with their “other family” at the 
Bonne Chance in Grand Bayou, 
or Manny’s Bar in Maurepas. They 
were an astonishingly graceful 
couple gliding across the floor, 
envied by all who witnessed their f
luid move honed and perfect-
ed during a lifetime of dancing 
together.
She was an extremely com-
passionate person. Anyone 
who knew her, knew they had a 
mother’s love. She was known 
to many as “Mama Joan” and 
would selflessly take people into 
her home for months, sometimes 
years.
Joan loved having large family get 
togethers. She was an amazing 
cook and loved sharing her meals 
with her family and friends. She 
had a passion for gardening and 
especially loved her roses.
We invite you to share written or 
video condolences on Mrs. Joan’s 
Memorial page at http://www.
ordoynefunerals.com.
Ordoyne Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Howard Kenneth Morrow, 91 
years of age, passed away 
peacefully on March 31, 2020. He 
was born in DeRidder on January 
29, 1929 to Beryl and Lillian Mor-
row. He was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife, Clara Mae 
(Hicks) Morrow; brother, Franklin 
Morrow; and great granddaugh-
ter, Starr Allen.
Dutch was a loving husband and 
father, a lifelong educator in Texas. 
He retired to Toledo Bend, where 
he and Clara had created a beau-
tiful homestead throughout their 
working years. There he spent his 
days fishing, gardening, serving 
at First United Methodist Church 
of Many and being a friend to all. 
He will be dearly missed by family 
and friends. We take comfort in 
knowing how many people he 
touched with his kindness.
He is survived by his son Paul 
Morrow and wife Karin of Shreve-
port, LA; daughter, Virginia Ann 
“Ginger” DeWinne and husband 
David of Spring Branch, TX; 
sisters: Gwendolyn McRae of 
Shreveport, LA, Frances Cole of 
DeRidder, LA and Rebecca Mc-
Mullen of DeRidder, LA; brother, 
John Morrow of Deridder, LA; 
five grandchildren: Lancer Smith 
of Spring Branch, TX, Amanda 
Aguilar of Spring Branch, TX, 
Stacey Smith of Spring Branch, 
TX, Margrit Morrow of Oakland, 
CA and Philip Morrow of Austin, 
TX; thirteen grandchildren: Joshua 
Mason, Ava Smith, Lily Smith, 

Demetri Mosca, Anthony Mosca, 
Joseph Mosca, Gina Aguilar, 
Trinity Powers, Gavyn Powers, 
Kendra Powers, Desiree Powers 
and Baby Morrow (on the way); 
along with a host of nieces, neph-
ews and friends.
In lieu of flowers donations may 
be made to the First United 
Methodist Church of Many or The 
Shriners Hospital.
A private graveside service was 
held at New Hope Cemetery on 
Saturday, April 4 at 2:00 PM.

Jerry Dean Nugent, 71 years of 
age and a life-long resident of the 
Marco community passed away 
on April 8, 2020. He was born on 
August 12, 1948, to Litton and 
Lucille Owens Nugent in Pineville, 
LA. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Litton and Lucille; 
father-in-law, James C. Beebe; 
brother, Litton B. Nugent; sister, 
Joanna Smith; and grandson’s, 
Evan Lyle Willis “Buggy”, and 
Kenneth Wayne Brossette Jr. 
“Frog”.
He is survived by his wife of 52 
years, Theresa Beebe Nugent of 
Marco; children, Wendell Kevin 
Nugent and wife Lea of Marco; 
and Beverly Nugent Alwell and 
husband Derek Jason Alwell of 
Deville; grandchildren, William Wil-
lis, Joseph Lirette, Lauren Nugent, 
Tiffany Nugent Fee and husband 
Dalton, Mallory Nugent, Ross 
Brossette, Hope M. Cole and 
husband Kevin, Robert Phillips 
and wife Olivia, and Tanner Alwell; 
great-grandchildren, Kameryn 
Willis, Brooklyn Willis, Lauraleigh 
Nugent, Raeleigh Lirette, Rorie 
Fee, Alivia Lirette, Wyatt Fee, 
Riker Fee, Madelynn Cole, Averie 
Phillips, Annyston Cole, Karlie 
Phillips, and Hudson Dean Cole; 
mother-in-law, Frances Beebe; 
siblings, Leavy Nugent and wife 
Judy, Steve Nugent and wife 
Mary, Gail Barham and husband 
Steve, Lansing Nugent, William 
C. Nugent, Sharon Gordon, Dana 
Nugent, and wife Cathy, and 
Violet Parker and husband Keith. 
As well as numerous Brother 
In-Laws, Sister In-laws, Nieces, 
Nephews, and friends.
Early in his life, he worked for the 
Army Corp. of Engineers, later he 
worked on Josey Ranch. He was 
also a farmer for numerous years 
before he started working in the 
construction field. He worked for 
Madden Contractors in Minden, 
Louisiana, until 2002, when he 
retired and spent his time hunting, 
working in his garden, and spend-
ing time with his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.
Due to restrictions placed on 
everyone during the COVID-19 
pandemic, a memorial service to 
honor Jerry’s life will be scheduled 
and announced at a later date. 

Those honored to serve as hon-
orary pallbearers include David 
Neal Rachal, Stephen Shook, 
Reid Beebe, Phanor Vercher Jr., 
Tommy Beebe, and Elbert Rachal.

Louise Gladys Owens was born 
on Friday, August 4, 1933 in 
Kingsburg, CA. She passed away 
on Friday, March 27, 2020 at 
Many Health Care North in Many, 
LA. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, James Owens; 
parents; and her sister, Mabel 
Murphy.
She is survived by her sons: 
Rick Watson and wife Terri of 
Marthaville, LA and Larry Watson 
and wife Janine of Boyceville, WI; 
daughter, Lori Harris of Bakers-
ville, CA; stepson, James Owens 
of Yuma, AZ; eight grandchildren; 
nine great grandchildren; along 
with a host of nieces, nephews 
and friends.

Renita Kay McLendon Parent, 
58, of Alexandria, passed away 
on Wednesday, April 1, 2020. 
Renita is preceded in death by her 
paternal grandparents, Thomas 
and Birdie McLendon; maternal 
grandparents, Ernest Sr. and 
Nancy Rodrigues; granddaughter, 
Sophia Kay Parent; sisters-in-law, 
Becky Byles McLendon.
Renita was born in Many, LA on 
July 12, 1961, to Odis and Patsy 
McLendon. She graduated from 
Many High School in 1979. Soon 
afterwards, she moved to Alex-
andria, LA. where she raised her 
three girls.
Renita was loving and would 
help anyone. She worked as a 
dental assistant for seventeen 
years and then worked for home 
health services where she cared 
for the elderly. Acts 20:35 states: 
“In everything I did, I showed you 
that by this kind of hard work we 
must help the weak, remembering 
the words the Lord Jesus himself 
said, ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’” This is how Ren-
ita lived her life; she was a humble 
person who enjoyed working in 
the yard and working crossword 
puzzles. She loved being a moth-
er, grandmother, sister, daughter, 
and friend to many. 
Her loved ones will remember her 
as the one who always strived 

for orderliness and perfectionism; 
for at family gathering she was 
always cleaning up after every-
body and making sure everything 
stayed in order. 
Those left to cherish her memory 
include her daughters, Tabitha 
Dubois and husband, Steven, 
Sabrina Parent and fiance, Max 
McElwee, Kelsea Hayes and 
husband, CJ; grandchildren, Zain 
Parent, Alyssa Simmons, Zanna
Simmons, and Clayton Hayes; 
and her parents, Odis and 
Patsy McLendon; siblings, Odis 
“Skipper” and Diane McLendon, 
Keith McLendon, Patrick and Kelli 
McLendon; and Amy and Wayne 
Ebarb. Renita is also survived by 
many aunts, uncles, nieces and 
nephews and her boyfriend of 23 
years, Frank “Randy” Smith.
To extend online notes of condo-
lence to the Parent Family, please 
visit http://www.KramerFunerals.
com.

Blanche Procell was born on 
Sunday, June 10, 1923. She 
passed away on Monday, April 
6, 2020 at Willis Knighton Pierre-
mont in Shreveport, LA.
She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Steve and Ascen-
sion Sepulvado; son, Thomas 
Roy Procell; husband, Raymond 
Procell; son-in-law, Danny Smith; 
brothers: Manuel, Joe, Nick and 
Raymond; sisters: Sally Procell, 
Angeline Malmay, Cora Meshell, 
Mable Sepulvado and Rose 
Lee Garcia; and her step-grand-
daughter, Mandy Stewart.
She is survived by her daughter, 
Carol Smith of Shreveport, LA; 
grandchildren: Jeramy Procell of
Shreveport, LA, Brandy Lopez 
of Zwolle, LA, Holly Dowdy and 
husband Clay of Shreveport, LA, 
Tiffany Le and husband Kim of 
Shreveport, LA, Jonathan Procell 
and wife Gwen of Zwolle, LA 
and Justin Procell of Zwolle, LA; 
step-
granddaughter, Wendy Miller and 
husband Kevin of Montrose, CO; 
eighteen great grandchildren; 
sisters, Maggie Manshack of 
Zwolle, LA and Mattie Garcia 
of Shreveport, LA; brothers-in-
law, Bill Procell and wife Mary 
of Austin, TX and James Garcia 
of Shreveport, LA; along with 
a host of nieces, nephews and 
friends.
Honoring Blanche as pallbearers 
are: Jeramy Procell, Jonathan 
Procell, Justin Procell, Clay 
Dowdy and Kolton Dowdy.
The family gives special thanks 
to all of the staff at Garden Park 
Nursing Home. Also, Dr. Prime 
and her staff at Willis Knighton 
Pierremont Hospital.
There will be a private family 
graveside service at St.
Joseph Cemetery.

A private family graveside service 
for Freida LaVaine Ritter, 65, of 
Florien, LA, will be held at Friend-
ship Baptist Cemetery with Rev. 
Lynn Lawrence officiating. 
Freida LaVaine Ritter was born 
on Friday, February 4, 1955 in 
Zwolle, LA.  She passed away on 
Thursday, April 9, 2020 at Sabine 
Medical Center in Many, LA. 
She was preceded in death 
by her daughter, Casey Pat-
ton-Grizzle; parents, Merle and 
Louise (Marr) Ritter; maternal and 
paternal grandparents; and niece, 
Amanda Ritter.
She is survived by her son, 
Tommy Patton and son-in-law 
Benjamin Vega of Longview, TX.; 
daughter, Kerrie Patton Mowad 
and husband Michael of Many, 
LA.; grandson, Nathan Patton 
of Many, LA.; her fur baby, Gus; 
granddaughters, Summar Green 
and husband Brandon of Ash-
land, LA., Emiley Mowad of Many, 
LA., and Erin Mowad of Many, 
LA.; great grandsons, Cooper Du-
bois, Connor Dubois and Rowdy 
Green; sisters, Sylvia Ritter of Ty-
ler, TX., Velva Patton and husband 
Tommy of Many, LA., and Twyla 
Lovelady and husband Ronnie 
of Many, LA.; brothers, Hoy Ritter 
of Many, LA., and Thurman Ritter 
and wife Wanda of Many, LA.; 
along with a host of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and friends.

Martha “Ann” Martinez Rivers 
was born October 3, 1945 to 
the late, Andrew “Charlie” and 
Marguerite Martinez. In 1963 she 
married the love of her life, George 
Frederick “Freddie” Rivers. To-
gether, in 1972, they established 
a building supply business, Rivers 
Builders Supply, that remains a 
part of the Zwolle Township land-
scape today.
She was preceded in death by 
her brother, Euell Martinez and her 
sister, Gladys Holland.
To cherish her memories, Ann 
leaves behind her husband of 56 
years, Freddie Rivers. Ann and 
Freddie shared four children, Jeff 
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Personal Ads: Up to 10 words $3.00 
plus 30¢ each additional word maximum 30 words

Business Ads: Up to 10 words $5.00 
plus 30¢ each additional word maximum 30 words

Check or credit card accepted for payment.
Deadline is 5pm the Friday before publication date. 

To place an ad call 318.471.6948 or 
mail form and payment to:

Around the Town, PO Box 187, Robeline, LA 71469
Credit Card payment information:

Name on Card
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For Rent

$$$$$$$$$
Turn Trash 

Into Treasure!
Sell it in
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$$$$$$$$$

Around 
The Town

LOOK HERE FOR BARGAINS

Sabine Retirement and Re-
habilitation hiring CNAs for 
all shifts. Come in to apply 
or call Richard Bruce at 318-
590-0200.

A to Z 123 Hiring Child-
care Worker Requirement: 
6am-1pm Love kids, Reli-
able, Flexible, Energetic, 
Positive attitude. CDA pre-
ferred or willing to complete 
CDA classes. Apply at 1036 
Fourth St., Natchitoches, LA 
71457. NO PHONE CALLS 
PLEASE!

LPNs Needed For All Shifts  
at Sabine Retirement & Re-
habilitation Center. Please 
contact Richard Bruce, Ad-
ministrator at 318-590-0200 
or 965 Fisher Road, Many, 
LA 71449.

Clinical Medical Assistant 
9MA) or Certified Nurse 
Assistant (CNA) needed for 
busy multi-physician prac-
tice. Looking to hire some-
one to work directly with 
patient care, have good 
communication and com-
puter skills. Experience in 
ICD 10 & CPT coding, elec-
tronic practice management 
system a plus. Fax resume 
to 318-352-6803 or mail to: 
Family Doctors of Natchi-
toches, 615 Bienville Street, 
Natchitoches, LA 71457.

Wanted Full-Time Recep-
tioist/Secretary responsi-
ble for greeting customers, 
managing phone calls and 
emails, scheduling and fol-
lowing up appointments, 
tracking status of projects, 
typing and filing. Must have 
excellent computer skills, 
specifically Microsoft Word. 
Send resume to P.O. Box 
1011, Natchitoches, LA 
71457.

Premier Off-Shore Catering 
We are now accepting ap-
plications for experienced 
offshore day cooks, night 
cooks, bakers, camp boss, 
galley and BR hands. We 
offer a 28 & 14 rotating work 
schedule and an excellent 
benefits package which in-
cludes MEDICAL, DENTAL, 
VISION, LIFE AND AD&D 
INSURANCE. Starting sal-
ary depending on level of 
offshore experiece. Apply at 
www.premieroffshorecater-
ing.com.

Seeking Applications For 
full-time and part-time cooks 
at Kwik Trip in Zwolle. Pick 
up applications at the front.

Truck Drive Needed: Min-
imum 2 years CDL experi-
ence. Local driving. Home 
every day. Call 318-352-
0466.

Weeks Tractor Parts De-
partment is looking to hire 
a full-time parts employee. 
Retail experience and cus-
tomer service skills are a 
MUST! Mechanical knowl-
edge would be a plus. Apply 
in person ONLY! 1790 Hwy. 
3175 Bypass, Natchitoches, 
LA 71457.

Four High Back Bar Stools 
for sale. Has padded seats. 
$120 CASH for all. Call 318-
646-2274. Leave message if 
no answer.

3’x5’ US American Flags.  
Price $8. These 3’x5’ (90 x 
150) 50 star USA flag on a 
silky looking material can 
be used for outdoors or in-
doors, coming with strong 
hang grommets. Call 318-
471-6948.

French Fry & Vegetable 
Cutter. Julienne in a jiffy with 
this lever-operated Maxam® 
Vegetable Cutter tool, cre-
ating even cuts of a variety 
of vegetables. The Maxam® 
French Fry and Vegetable 
Cutter makes short work of 
creating your favorite sweet 
potato or russet fries, and 
quickly slices other vegeta-
bles for the party dip tray. 
Features stainless steel con-
struction suction base, and 
2 sizes of cutting grids. Mea-
sures 9-3/4” x 5” x 3 1/2”. 
Gift boxed. 10 available. $30 
each. Call 318-471-6948.

Hay For Sale. 5x6 roll, $35 
per roll. Call 318-352-0466 
or 318-730-5543.

Nice Mobile Homes w/
front and back porches 
and apartments in Florien. 
3BD HOUSE AVAILABLE, all 
electric in Many for rent on 
Magnolia Street. Large living 
rooms/dens. Refrigerator 
and stove included in all. No 
Pets. Call 318-586-3585 or 
318-586-7854.

4 Bedroom/2 Bath Country 
Home. Has stove, refrigera-
tor, washer and dryer. Large 
front porch and double car-
port. $800/month. $600/de-
posit. Call 337-319-1374 or 
318-581-6525.

2 BR/1BA Trailer on Grand 
Ecore Road. $550 rent, $550 
deposit. NO PETS! Call 318-
352-3953 or 318-652-0666.

3BD/1BA Rent To Own 
3-5% Down move you in. No 
banks involved. No credit 
check. Call 318-505-7467.
1178 Hwy 480 Doublewide. 
3BR, 2 1/2 BA Campti; 6065 
Hwy 84 House, 3BR, 1 1/2 
BA, Clarence; 153 Hicks 
Road House, 2BR/1BA 
Natchitoches. 1 year lease. 
No pets in house. Not on 
housing. Call 318-352-3453.

3/2 Modular Home with 
fenced yard, totally renovat-
ed. $1050/month and/or 3/2 
Mobile Home, $675/month. 
4B/2BA double wide $975/
month. All in Cedar Grove 
area. Call Archie at 318-352-
1068 or 318-730-5543.

3BD Houses In Florien & 
Many.  $550 month, 2 BD 
House in Old Fisher, $475 
month, 1 & 2 BD apartments 
in Many. $395 month. 2 BD 
House near Big Bass Ma-
rina, $375 month. Call 318-
332-5229.

Clean Mobile Home in fam-
ily oriented park. No pets 
allowed. Deposit required. 
Mature adults preferred. Call 
318-256-2466 for viewing 
appointment.

For Rent - Office and Re-
tail space available in Many. 
318-315-0484.

Middle Creek Apts Great 
Rental Value  with HUD sub-
sidy and generous new utili-
ty allowances. 1, 2, 3, 4 bed-
room units with appliances, 
central air and washer and 
dryer connections. Call 256-
5431 or 315-2811 or apply 
by contacting cane-middle@
cp-tel.net. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.

For Sale By Owner $5,000+ 
SF home with 4BR/3.5BA, 
home office, formal living 
room, keeping room, gour-
met chef’s kitchen on more 
than 2 acres overlooking the 
Cane River Lake in Natchi-
toches, LA. Price reduced 
to $695,000. Call 214-537-
6735.

Natchitoches Townhome 
For Sale 534 Oakland Drive, 
2/2/1 with garage. $140,000. 
Call 318-542-8750.

Saline Lake Winnfield Lake 
front lots REDUCED $6,000 
and up. Call 318-797-0447 
or 318-288-2071.

Cotton’s Water-Well LLC.  
Drilling and repair. Call 318-
256-2322 or 318-256-2100 
Many, LA.

Get NFL Sunday Tick-
et Free  with DIRECTV 
RChoice All-Included pack-
age. $59.99 per month for 12 
months. 185 channels PLUS 
thousands of shows/movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR upgrade. Call 1-866-
734-0452 or satellitedeal-
now.com/LPA.

SOLD in the
ATT 

Classifieds



aroundthetownla.com   |    May 1, 2020    13

www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2020

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

318.256.6410
318.256.0775

Each office is independently owned & operated

Sabine ProPerty ShoPPe, inc.
century21toledobend.com
Ronald BRandon, BRokeR

121 Springwood Ridge, 
Zwolle-Toledo Bend, 

Open waterfront 
on San Miguel, 

3BD 2 BA, 1571 sqft +/-, 
1.33 ac +/- waterfront lot.

Listing Agent: 
Anna E. Remedies 

318-508-0680

1120 Obrie St., Zwolle
2BD 2 BA 1378 sqft +/-, 1.0 ac +/- lot

Listing Agent: Candice S. Wilson 318-564-1985

Commercial & Residential Services

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney@aapestsolutions.com
1415 Sylvan Drive
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)

Mistaway Mosquito Systems
Termites & General Pests

 Congratulations to the clinical 
team at Natchitoches Regional Medical 
Center’s Comprehensive Wound Care 
Center. Recently, the Center was 
awarded two prestigious nation-
al honors by Healogics, the na-
tion’s largest provider of advanced 
wound care services.
 The Center received the Rob-
ert A. Warriner III, M.D., Clinical 
Excellence Award 2019 for their 
work in healing problem wounds. 
They scored in the top 10 percent 
nationally of eligible Healogics® 
Wound Care Centers® on the Clin-
ical Excellence measure, which is 
the Comprehensive Healing Rate 
weighted by wound mix. This 
award is named for Dr. Robert A. 
Warriner III, a pioneer in wound 
care and the former Chief Medical 
Officer for Healogics.
 The Center also received He-
alogics Center of Distinction Award for 
2019. This award is based on conducting 
the Medical Surveillance Review process 
per policy and excelling in the key perfor-
mance indicators. including:

• Patient Satisfaction: Greater than or 
equal to 92%
• Healing Rate: Greater than or equal to 92%

• Outlier Rate: Less than or equal to 16%
• Median Days to Heal: Less than or equal 
to 28
 “NRMC’s Wound Care team turns 
lives around every day with their amaz-

ing care and services. Anyone who has 
experienced a chronic wound knows 
how difficult it can be to heal and the toll 

that a serious wound 
takes on the entire 

body,” explained Kirk Soileau, Chief 
Executive Officer of NRMC. “Seeing 
patients come into the Center very ill 
from their wounds, and then seeing their 
complicated wounds heal as the physi-

cians and clinicians stop the infection and 
cause new tissue and healthy skin to grow 
is simply miraculous.
 Congratulations to every member 
of our Wound Care team on this much 
deserved recognition and our sincerest 
thanks for the outstanding work you 
are doing.”
 The Wound Care team provides high-
ly specialized wound care to patients suf-
fering from diabetic ulcers, pressure ul-
cers, infections and other chronic wounds 
which have not healed in a reasonable 
amount of time.
 Leading edge treatments at the Center 
include negative pressure wound therapy, 
total contact casting, bioengineered tis-
sues, biosynthetic dressings and growth 
factor therapies. The Center also offers 
hyperbaric oxygen therapy, which works 
by surrounding the patient with 100 per-
cent oxygen to help progress the healing 
of the wound.
 The NRMC Wound Care Center is 
a member of the Healogics network and 
provides access to benchmarking data and 
proven experience treating approximately 
2.5 million chronic wounds.

NRMC’s Comprehensive Wound Care Center 
receives two national awards for excellence

The clinical team at Natchitoches Regional Medical Center’s Com-
prehensive Wound Care Center. courtesy photo

Do nothing from selfishness or empty 
conceit, but with humility of mind 
regard one another as more important 
that yourselves;

 do not merely look out for your 
own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others. 
Philippians 2:3-4 NASB
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Accepting
new

clients!!

@ 99 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA

WALKINS
WELCOME

Raggio Tire, Raggio Tire, llcllc
               ONE Location to Serve YOU at
 1204 College Ave., Natchitoches, LA 71457

HOURS
Mon.-Fri. • 8am-4pm

Sat. • 8am-11am

318-352-9131318-352-9131

• New & Used Tires 

• We Fix Flats

 Philip Adams believes all 
Americans are entitled to the 
fullest protections of the Consti-
tution and the law.
 He works vigorously to de-
fend clients at every stage of 
each case, through complete in-
vestigation of all factual issues, 
legal research, motion filing, 
hearings, negotiations, and trials.
 “I want to make a difference 
in the lives of ordinary citizens,” 
said Adams, a Natchitoches na-
tive who graduated from North-
western State University and 
LSU Law School. He practices 
only in criminal defense and per-
sonal injury.
 “Being a part of the legal 
profession puts me in a unique 
position to take what are often 
difficult circumstances and work 
to achieve a positive resolution 
so that my clients and society as 
a whole benefit,” Adams said.
 His firm is meticulous and 
works to fully investigate every 
relevant fact and detail of every 
matter it handles.
 “That’s one of the hallmarks 
of my firm and my practice,” Ad-
ams said. “We understand that 
what the other side presents is 
often only one part of the overall 
story of a case. We believe that 

fully evaluating evidence is often 
the most consequential step in 
advancing the interests of each 
client, because every legal case 
depends on ev-
idence and how 
it relates to the 
law.”
 He likes 
every aspect 
of his job, and 
he thinks that 
qualities such 
as patience, 
integrity, and 
strong commu-
nication skills 
are the keys to 
effective rep-
resentation. He also thinks a lit-
tle personality goes a long way. 
“Courtroom proceedings, espe-
cially trials, can be tedious af-
fairs,” Adams said. “The lawyer 
who has a little charm, respect 
for those in the courtroom, and a 
sense of humor can ease tension 
and frustrations that may arise.” 
He has found the perfect profes-
sion.
 “I have a quick, imaginative, 
and strategic mind,” he said. 
“I’m self-confident and decisive, 
as well as hardworking and de-
termined. All of these qualities 

have helped me in how I evalu-
ate, handle, and litigate cases.” 
Adams plans to continue to grow 
his firm and its reputation in the 

Shreveport area. 
“The moment 
you think you’ve 
learned everything 
about being a suc-
cessful attorney is 
the moment you 
should stop prac-
ticing law,” he 
said. “You should 
always work on 
improving your 
skills.” In his spare 
time, he enjoys 
reading, being in 

the outdoors, exercising, and vol-
unteering.
 “I would like to thank the 
Shreveport-Bossier City commu-
nity for being so welcoming and 
supportive of my firm,” Adams 
said. “I would also like to thank 
my past, current, and future cli-
ents for the privilege of repre-
senting them and being there to 
help them get through difficult 
circumstances.”
4 0 0 TRAVIS STREET, 
SUITE 1 1 0 9
SHREVEPORT, LA  7 1 1 0 1
3 1 8 . 2 3 0 . 7 1 99

Natchitoches Native Philip Adams 
named among 2020 Top Attorneys
in Shreveport–Bossier City
by guest writer Hailey Lawson

Gov. Edwards creates 
the Louisiana COVID-19 
Health Equity Task Force
 On Friday, April 10, Gov. 
John Bel Edwards created the 
Louisiana COVID-19 Health 
Equity Task Force to look at 
how health inequities affect 
communities most impacted by 
coronavirus.
 “We know that right now 
70 percent of our deaths in 
Louisiana from coronavirus 
are African Americans. This 
is a disturbing trend and one 
that deserves our attention, 
which is why we are engag-
ing a group of leaders right 
now while the crisis is still 
ongoing,” Gov. Edwards said. 
“When we talk about health 
equity, we mean everyone has 
the opportunity to attain their 
highest level of health. The 
great thing is that the findings 
and recommendations made 
by this Task Force will help 
everyone better access qual-
ity care and improve health 
outcomes. It will also lever-
age our research capabilities 
and intellectual brainpower in 
a collective manner to tackle 
this daunting issue. I am ask-
ing our universities and re-
search institutions to lead this 
effort.”
 Groups participating in the 

task force include: 
• Southern University’s Nel-
son Mandela School of Public 
Policy
• Xavier University’s Depart-
ment of Public Health Sciences 
• Health Science Centers at 
LSU and Tulane
 • LDH Office of Public Health 
• LDH Bureau of Minority 
Health Access 
• Pennington Biomedical Re-
search Center 
• Schools of Nursing at all of 
Louisiana’s universities
 The immediate assign-
ment is to make sure communi-
ties with health disparities are 
blanketed with good informa-
tion on COVID-19 safety and 
prevention; provide the medi-
cal community with best prac-
tices and protocols for treating 
communities with underlying 
medical conditions and health 
disparities; and ensure testing 
availability and ease of access 
for all communities. This Task 
Force will begin its work im-
mediately and their research 
will result in the creation of a 
Dashboard on Health Equity.

Positive Ingredients.
Freshly Brewed.

Your encouraging
music cafe on
the radio.

Contemporary Christian and Southern Gospel Music
Local News • Interviews • Talk Shows • Live Music

and Much, Much More • Coming Soon!!
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#177 #177Re-Elect
Sylvia Morrow

Natchitoches City Council - District 3
Telephone: 318-521-2713

“THE PEOPLE’S
CANDIDATE”

Election Day

Date Change!

July 11, 2020

* Accountability In Government
* Leadership & Innovation
* Commitment & Dedication
* Street Development
* Strong Neighborhoods
* Recreation Enhancements
* Drainage & Repairs
* Department of Transportation  
 & Development Upgrades
* Atmos Energy Repairs
* Housing Development
 & Grants

Plumbing, llCPlumbing, llC
O’bannOnO’bannOn

glen O’bannOnglen O’bannOn, Owner, Owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

 Registration is currently 
underway for summer and 
fall classes at Northwestern 
State University, where flat-
rate tuition is available for 
online learners. eNSU, Loui-
siana’s first electronic cam-
pus, offers accommodating 
class schedules, personalized 
instruction, military benefits 
and financial aid to those 
who qualify.
 Early registration for the 
11-week summer session is 
through May 19. Students 
taking classes in the eight-
week session can register 
through June 2. Early reg-
istration for first four-week 

summer session is available 
until June 2 and through June 
30 for the second four-
week session.
 Registration for the fall 
semester is available through 
Aug. 16. Late registration 
will be held Aug. 17-25. Fall 
classes start on Aug. 17.
 Last month, Northwest-
ern State moved to online and 
alternate course delivery for 
the remainder of the Spring 
2020 semester amid COV-
ID-19 stay-at-home orders.
 With NSU’s flat-rate 
tuition for students who at-
tend NSU exclusively on-
line, undergraduates pay 

$375 per credit hour up to 
12 hours and $100 per credit 
thereafter. Graduate students 
pay $475 per credit hour up 
to nine hours and $100 per 
credit hour thereafter. Inter-
net-only students do not pay 
any out-of-state fees.
 Northwestern State, 
ranked a Top Military Friend-
ly University, offers financial 
military financial options that 
include a competitive tuition 
rate of $192 per credit hour 
for active duty, reservist, re-
tirees and their dependents. 
NSU also recognizes various 
tuition assistance programs 
such as Military TA, Mont-

gomery GI Bill, Post-9/11, 
and MyCAA. Information on 
Northwestern State’s military 
services is available at nsula.
edu/military.
 NSU’s College of Nurs-
ing offers a flat rate of tu-
ition and fees for Registered 
Nurses who would like to 
earn a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degree. Students pay 
a flat rate of $6,750, which 
includes tuition and fees, for 
30 credit hours of nursing 
courses in NSU’s RN to BSN 
program. The flat rate tuition 
cost of $225 per credit hour 
also applies to the general 
education courses that some 

students may need.
 Northwestern State’s 
School of Education charges 
a flat rate for students in the 
PREP program, an accelerat-
ed alternate certification pro-
gram for professionals who 
would like to become certi-
fied to teach at the elemen-
tary, middle school and high 
school levels. Students are 
charged a flat rate of $5,040 in 
tuition and fees for 18 gradu-
ate hours of education courses 
in three alternate certification 
programs. Upon completion, 
students will be eligible for 12 
hours to transfer into the Mas-
ter of Education program in 

Curriculum and Instruction.
 NSU offers 40 online 
degree programs plus more 
than 85 online options for 
individual concentrations, 
certificates and specialized 
credentials.
 With early registration 
for summer and fall semesters 
underway, NSU continues to 
reach out to prospective stu-
dents. Virtual tours and other 
helpful videos have been add-
ed to the university’s social 
media channels. Registration 
information is available at 
www.nsula.edu/registrar.
 For more information on 
eNSU, visit nsula.edu/ensu.

NSU offers flat rate tuition for online learners



 The aroma of dinner 
simmering on the stovetop; the 
sound of a sizzling protein as 
it hits a hot skillet; the colorful 
view of a beautifully prepared 
vegetable medley; these are the 
things we want when it comes 
to food. When we hear the word 
nutrition, somehow society forc-
es us to think of dry salads and 
flavorless vegetables. 
 Nutrition is a whole spec-
trum of fueling your body for 
what your body needs. This 
does not mean you cannot eat 
your favorite foods, but it is 
a given that some foods may 
need to be limited to a once 

a year experience (Example: 
those Christmas morning cin-
namon rolls and brown sugared 
little smokies).
 Here are a few healthy 
substitutions to improve the nu-
trition content of your favorite 
dishes: Breading in meatloaf, 
meatballs, stuffin g, etc...try 
mixing in shredded or chopped 
carrots, celery, or zucchini. Spa-
ghetti or other noodle dishes...
spaghetti squash is lower calorie 
and higher fiber; cauliflower 
can be doused in cheese and 
served to children as a macaroni 
substitute. Mashed potatoes...
substitute half the potatoes with 

mashed cauliflower (nothing 
wrong with potatoes, but some-
times you may want to lighten 
things up a bit). Ground meat 
dishes...sub chopped mush-
rooms or frozen (thawed and 
drained spinach for a portion 
of your meat in meatloaf/meat-
balls/hamburgers, or mix in 
beans with a ground meat dish 
like tacos, a casserole, or lasa-
gna. Jelly...use fresh or frozen 
fruit on top of pancakes/toast or 
in peanut butter sandwiches.
Graham cracker crust...
substitute a portion of graham 
crackers with oatmeal. Fruit 
dip...instead of cream cheese/

marshmallow cream dip, try a 
low sugar vanilla yogurt with 
a dash of cinnamon, spoonful 
of peanut butter, or a few drops 
of almond extract. Pancakes...
substitute part of the flour with 
uncooked oats (let the batter sit 
for a few minutes after mixing 
to allow the oatmeal to absorb 
some of the liquid).
 Experiment around with 
substitutions. Remember, your 
goal is to either decrease some-
thing (e.g., sugar or saturated 
fat) or increase something 
(e.g., fiber or a particular vita-
min/mineral). Try one of these 
recipes for a healthy twist to 

your meal!
 Looking for other kitchen 
substitute ideas? Check out the 
following websites: 
Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics: www.eatright.org 
Mushroom Council: 
www.mushroomcouncil.com
Disclaimer: The information included in this 
article should not be used to replace personal-
ized  professional  medical  advice.

16    May 1, 2020   |   aroundthetownla.com

Uncle Wayne’sUncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

Reference  Around The Town  Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

Healthy Substitutes That are Big on Taste
columnist Abigail “Missy” Hennigan, MS, RD, LDN

Blended Meatballs Yield: 20 meatballs
mushroomcouncil.com/recipes
Ingredients:

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 400°F. Line baking tray with foil and spray with cooking spray.
Place the mushrooms in a food processor fitted with a metal blade. Pulse until finely chopped.
In a skillet over medium heat cook chopped mushrooms until brown and most moisture has 
been released, about 3-5 minutes. Set aside to let cool.
In a large bowl combine cooled mushrooms, beef, seasoning, onion, garlic breadcrumbs and 
egg; mix all ingredients until incorporated. 
Shape mixture into 1½ inch meatballs. Place 1 inch apart on pan.
Bake 20-25 minutes or until meatballs reach 160°F, are cooked through and center 
is no longer pink.

1/2 pound mushrooms, finely chopped
1 pound ground beef
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
1 small onion, finely diced

1 clove minced garlic
½ cup breadcrumbs
1 egg

NOTE: I made these for a family reunion and they were a hit!

3-Ingredient Pancakes Yield: 4 servings
Abigail “Missy” Hennigan, MS, RD, LDN
Ingredients:

Instructions:
Mash the banana with a fork.
Whisk in the eggs, oats, (optional) salt and cinnamon until smooth.
Optional-add any mix-ins (peanut butter, chocolate chips, pecans, etc.)
Heat a tablespoon of oil in a skillet over medium high heat.
Cook for approximately 2 minutes, until set.
Flip and continue cooking for 30-60 seconds.
Serve with fresh fruit or a sweetener 
of your choice.

1 ripe banana 
(not a green one or barely ripe one)
2 eggs
1/4 cup oats

Optional: pinch of salt, pinch of cinnamon
Optional mix-ins: spoonful of peanut 
butter, blueberries, chocolate chips, pecans
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COUNTRY BOYCOUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • 

Seafood • Steak Fingers • Hand Battered 
Onion Rings • Livers • Breast Filets • 

Much, Much More

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm

Call In Orders 
To Go

256-3953256-3953

105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Evolutions
Family Salon

Home of the $75 “Works”
All Over Color • Hi/Lo Lites & Cut Shampoo & Style

Stacey Lacour Owner • Cosmetologist • Barber

318.472.6430 / 318.652.3248
7071 Highway 6 West • Natchitoches

4 miles past 1-49 going West

Hair and Tanning Salon
20 Minute Beds • Tanning until 8 pm

Goggles & Lotion Available
Loyalty Cards for Special Savings

Call for Appointments

Evolutions Hair-Salonevolutions_salon

Psalms 19:1-6

Municipal Solid Waste ~
Sabine Parish Residents  .................................................................................No fee
Other Customers
1,500 tons or less per month  .......................$46.44 per ton plus 15% environmental fee
1,501 tons to 2,500 tons per month  .........$38.50 per ton plus 15% environmental fee
2,501 tons to 3,500 tons per month  .........$30.00 per ton plus 15% environmental fee
Over 3,500 tons per month  ......................$20.00 per ton plus 15% environmental fee
Special Waste ~
Special waste includes any waste that requires testing and handling. 24 hours prior 
notice of delivery is required. 
Special waste is accepted from 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Industrial solids and sludges require a waste characterization form, a DEQ waste 
number and a test from an approved laboratory. Each load will require a waste manifest.
Industrial Solids ~
Minimum charge  ...............................................................................................$30.78
Less than 200 tons per month  ...............................................................$30.78 per ton
200 tons to 349 tons per month  .............................................................$26.50 per ton
Over 349 tons per month  .......................................................................$25.00 per ton
Exploration and Production ~
Less than 2,000 tons ...............................................................................$14.00 per ton
2,000 tons to 2,999 tons  ........................................................................$13.50 per ton
Over 2,999 tons  .....................................................................................$13.00 per ton
Industrial Sludges and ALL Liquids .....................................................$.70 per gallon
Waste Drum Handling Fee ................................................................. $55.00 per drum
Totes ......................................................................................................$65.00 per tote

Asbestos Waste ~
Asbestos waste is only accepted by appointment. Asbestos must be transported in non
-compactable vehicles and must have a waste manifest and a test from an approved 
laboratory. All friable asbestos requires a completed DEQ Asbestos Disposal Verifica-
tion Form. Operator and any passengers must wear protective clothing while on site.
Minimum charge ................................................................................................$38.00
Friable and Non-Friable .............................................................$38.00 per cubic yard
Special Handling Waste ~
Includes items that require immediate burial, materials with high dusting potential, 
bulky waste, pharmaceutical drugs, outdated products, tree stumps and logs, and other 
items that require special handling procedures.
Special Handling Waste .........................................................................$25.00 per ton
Large Stumps or Logs ~
Stumps and logs with a diameter of thirty (30) inches or larger and logs over six feet 
in length shall be charged a fee for each stump or six-foot section, plus the normal 
waste fee per ton.
Large Stumps or Logs ............................................................................... $30.00 each
Animals require direct burial
Small Animals ........................................................................................... $45.00 each
Large Animals ......................................................................................... $140.00 each
Other Miscellaneous ~
Construction and Demolition Waste  .....................................................$42.00 per ton
Mobile Home Disposal ....................................................................$375.00 per home
Dig Out Fee  ............................................................................ $275.00 per occurrence
Pull Off Fee  .............................................................................. $28.00 per occurrence

NO TIRES WILL BE ACCEPTED
If tires are included within a load, the driver shall be 

responsible for loading them up and removing them from the site. 
NO EXCEPTIONS.

Sabine Parish Landfill Disposal Fees
Effective April 1, 2020

Sabine Parish Landfill
955 Sabine Landfill Rd • Many, Louisiana 71449 • 318-256-6361
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The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we 
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 species 
of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kangaroos 
and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy goats 

and baby roos. You never know what you may find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-
on” with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We 
offer drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the 
comfort of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the 

petting zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!

NuziEbEll’s
F L E A  M A R K E T

ef

Friday Saturday Sunday 9 to 5
Indoor Shopping • Vendors Welcome

6267 Hwy. 21 East , Hemphill, Texas
Call 409.625.1606

It’s Time For the
12th Annual El Camino Real

SALE ON THE TRAIL
July 31 & August 1, 2020
Need a Place to Sell? Join Us!
Non-Electric Sites $15-$25

Electric Sites $20-$35
30 Amp $55

50 Amp $75 (includes water)

Great Service

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318)663-0490
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

 The Northwestern State Univer-
sity Foundation is helping to ease 
financial hardship caused by COV-
ID-19 through an emergency assis-
tance fund. So far, about 90 students 
have applied for assistance with 
rent, bills, groceries, internet ac-
cess, electronics for online classes, 
loss of jobs and other expenses.
 The emergency fund was cre-
ated last month and is open to stu-
dents, faculty and staff impacted 
by closures and restrictions and 
includes contract workers with So-
dexo, Red River Sanitors and oth-
ers. Applicants require 
a short biography, de-
scription of hardship 
with specific costs 
and details, including 
receipts if available, 
and the amount of the 
request. All requests 
will be granted based on committee 
recommendations and need as funds 
are available.
 “We understand that the coro-
navirus has affected people all 
over our great nation. Yet, we are 
askingvour dedicated alumni, sup-
portive community and committed 
supporters to share with our NSU 
families who have been hit so hard 
with this situation, to donate as they 
are able to the NSU Foundation for 
this worthy cause. We are confident 
that our great Demon Nation will 

come through in generous support 
of each other,” said NSU President 
Dr. Chris Maggio.
 “Many of our students relied on 
jobs in the service and retail sec-
tors and other ‘non-essential’ oc-
cupations to pay their bills,” said 
Erin Dupree, assistant di-
rector of donor relations. 
“With NSU classes now 
migrated to online and 
alternate delivery, some 
have limited access to 
technology. Some have 
parents who can no lon-

ger help because they are also out 
of work and our international stu-
dents definitely need help because 
they can’t get back home. We want 
to do everything we can to help dur-
ing these uncertain times.”
 One applicant asked for $45 for 
cleaning expenses, $136 for food 
and $30 for medicine.
 “I am no longer employed and 
can’t buy basic things such as food, 
cleaning supplies and certain medi-
cines. I want to stay safe during this 
virus situation and making sure that 

I’m sanitized as well as my place of 
living, as well as making sure I have 
food to eat and medicine to stay 
healthy,” the student wrote.
 An international student, whose 
job was considered non-essential, re-

quested funds to cover rent, gro-
ceries and school expenses.

   “Unfortunately, my fam-
ily is not able to help me, 
and I do not receive any 
financial help from them. 
I found myself very con-
cerned and worried on 

how I am going to do this 

in hard times until everything goes 
back to normal again.”
 A radiologic sciences major who 
is a commuter is also struggling. 
That student provided receipts for 
required textbooks in the amount of 
$70 and $135.
 “Due to the COVID-19 my job is 
currently shut down until the quar-
antine is over. With my job, I have 
been funding myself to get back and 
forth to school, tuition, books and 
other needs for school and myself. 
My 8-week online courses began 

when the shutdown of my job began. 
Without my job I am not able to pur-
chase my online access codes for my 
two 8-week courses.
 “Also,  this  semester  I  have to 
pay tui t ion out  of  pocket .  I  have 
been saving to  pay my tui t ion 
before  the semester  ends.  Since 
the outbreak and my job shut t ing 
down,  I  haven’t  had a  choice but 
to  pay bi l ls  and buy personal  needs 
with the money that  I  had been 
saving for  tui t ion.  I  have been l iv-
ing with my grandmother,  she had 
been i l l  wi th  an upper  respiratory 

infect ion.  Last  week, 
she tes ted posi t ive 
for  COVID-19.  Since 
then,  I  haven’t  been 
al lowed to  s tay home 
for  the sake of  my 
heal th  and her  proper-
ly  quarant ining so she 

can get  bet ter.”
 “We are hearing many stories 
like this from the applicants,” Du-
pree said. “For more of these stu-
dents, even $100 makes a differ-
ence.”
 To make a donation to support 
the coronavirus assistance fund, vis-
it http://www.northwesternstatea-
lumni .com/donat ions/coronavirus-
assistance-fund/. 
For more information, contact Du-
pree at brossette@nsula.edu or 
(318) 357-5699.

NSU’s emergency fund is assisting students 
with hardships; Here’s how you can help

To make a donation to support the coronavirus assistance fund, visit 
http://www.northwesternstatealumni.com/donations/coronavirus-assistance-fund/

or more information, contact Dupree at brossette@nsula.edu or (318) 357-5699.
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We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECTMORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 714577624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

Southern LaDeezSouthern LaDeez
New Location:

615 San Antonio Avenue, Many, LA 71449
(In the Old Hancock Furniture Building)

NEW VENDORS WELCOME
LARGER BOUTIQUE

SOUTHERN SNACK SHACK
Antiques, Gifts, Home Decor & More

Owners: Robbie Edwards and Laura Vines

Store Hours:
  Tuesday - Friday

10 am to 5 pm
  Saturday- 10 am to 3 pm

 During the time the Vil-
lage of Robeline was receiving 
much criticism from outsiders 
regarding the operations of the 
Robeline Police Depart-
ment, the mayor and village 
council were working hard 
to attract new industry to 
the area.
 Around The Town spoke 
with Robeline Mayor Bob-
by Behan today concerning 
reports of new businesses 
coming to the area. Behan said 
a new Family Dollar and a new 

Urgent Care Facility would be 
locating soon within the city 
limits on Hwy 6 West. Behan 
said an ambulance station would 

also be located near the Urgent 
Care facility.

 The mayor also told ATT 
the police department recent-
ly purchased a new vehicle to 
replace an existing unit. Mayor 

Behan said another busi-
ness is currently searching 
for property in hopes of lo-
cating in Robeline.
 Around The Town will 
continue to follow the 
progress being made in the 
Village of Robeline and 
will continue to report on 

all the positive things that are 
happening there.

Village of Robeline draws new 
businesses; patrol unit

Professional rendering of the paint design for 
the new police unit. courtesy photo

Around the Town, it’s publishers and staff
seek to provide the people of this area 
with news and information about the 
current events  and happenings in the 
categories of dining, entertainment, sports
and the arts, while providing a venue for 
retail and commercial establishments, 
as well as local artisans, non-profit
and service organizations to present 
themselves to the public. 
We also strive to feature some 
of  the rich history and culture 
this area is particularly known for.

[ OUR PLEDGE \
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MT2 Series  •  MT230E/MT235E  •  MT240E/MT240HE

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

BYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP MACHINE SHOP 

EQUIPMENT SALESEQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING & TRACTOR CO., INC.WELDING & TRACTOR CO., INC.

*6 year limited warranty
See dealer for details

MT1 SERIES  •  MT122/MT125

MT5 Series • MT573C/MT573CPS

• Eco-friendly Tier 4, 21.5/24.7HP, 3 cylinder fuel 
efficient engine

• 6 year warranty*
• 2 range HST with dual pedals and cruise control
• Font wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Choice of industrial or turf tires at no additional cost
• Available quick attach front end loader and grille 

guard
• Available sub-frame mounted, quick attach backhoe
• Available 60” mid-mount mower

• Eco-Friendly Tier 4 Engine
• 6 year warranty*
• 20x20 Fully Synchronized Shuttle Shift or 20x20 

power shuttle
• Wide & Clear View cab
• 3 Pairs of Front Outlet Valves with 3rd Function 

Joystick
• 3 sets of remote (2 remote valves with float & detent 

functions)
• Creeper Gear
• Available quick attach, self-leveling front end loader 

with skid steer compatible bucket & grill guard

• 30HP, 35HP & 40HP, 3 cylinder fuel efficient engine
• 6 year warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST with cruise 

control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag or turf tires at no additional cost
• Available quick attach front end loader with skid steer 

compatible bucket and grill guard
• Available sub-frame mounted, quick attach 6’ backhoe
• Optional mid-mount PTO

Sub-CompactSub-Compact

Value CompactsValue Compacts

Utility TractorsUtility Tractors

Lee Lee’sLee Lee’s
Children’sChildren’s

BoutiqueBoutique
Neu DesignsNeu Designs

  318-645-6200318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

1013 N. Main St., Zwolle, LA

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667

We offer the same Monday through Friday,  
8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. service to the public.  
Please call our office at (318)357-1129 or 
Marshal Randy Williams at (318)471-3235 

if you have a problem or if you have questions.
City Court has been cancelled due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  
If you need to speak to someone about resetting your court date 

you can contact City Court at (318)352-6666, or call 
Marshal Williams at (318)471-3235.  

Thank you in advance for your patience and 
cooperation during this difficult time.

The Natchitoches City Marshal’s 
Office has not closed! 
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Families and friends connecting
columnist Herbert de Launay
 One good thing about the Coronavirus is that some 
families are connecting more. I had sent a text message 
to a friend, wishing her and her family a happy Easter. 
She texted back, asking how we were doing. I men-
tioned that we were connecting more with text messages, 
emails, and pictures. She wrote, “That’s one good thing 
this virus did.”
 It often takes something to remind us to connect 
with those we love. It is so easy to get busy with daily 
life and say, “We need to get together sometime.” Now, 
being forced to stay apart, some of us 
are connecting more than ever. We are 
using basic tools we all have but were 
too busy to use. We are sending pic-
tures, text messages, and emails. Some 
are connecting using social media and 
other video links.
 Jesus might tell us to use the tools 
we have to connect with each other. On one occasion, 
there was a hungry crowd in a deserted place. The 
apostles were panicking, because it would cost too much 
to feed them all. Jesus told them to look at what they 
had, and he used that. Similarly, we might be panicking 
because of social distancing. But we can make better use 
of the tools we have available to reach out to one another.
 Many of us have trouble focusing on multiple things 

at the same time. I have trouble doing that. A few months 
ago, we were focusing on impeachment and paying no 
attention to reports of a new virus in China. Now we are 
focusing on the Coronavirus and probably overlooking 
other things.
 I spoke with a friend in another state this morning. 
We wished each other a happy Easter. Years ago he had 
done mission work in Africa. He asked me to pray for the 
people in East Africa suffering from a plague of locusts 
and threats of famine. I was completely unaware of that. 

A Google search brought up 
several articles about it. Howev-
er, I had been so busy worrying 
about the Coronavirus that I never 
noticed news about it.
 The challenge is to be aware 
of others and connect with others, 
even when we have our own 

problems or suffering. We see this in Jesus on the cross. 
He asked his beloved disciple to care for his mother Mary. 
He promised paradise to the thief dying beside him. He 
prayed for those who crucified him. After his resurrec-
tion, Jesus told his disciples to bring the good news to the 
whole world. God wants us to be aware of others and to 
share his blessings and salvation with everyone, even to 
the ends of the earth.

 As always, but 
especially these last 
couple months, there 
are problems of 
people needing help, 
some trying to help, 
and others trying to 
make money. There 
is desperation on all sides. Some places and offices 
are closed, making applying for help or even paying 
bills difficult. Some elderly persons need people to run 
errands for them. Some might want to help, but are 
worried that getting out might endanger them or their 
families at home. Others want to charge for running er-
rands, but perhaps they are desperate also, because jobs 
are scarce and money scarce also. I check on govern-
ment websites and they say, “Do not call,” and, “Check 
back for updates.” Or they say that information will be 
posted soon.
 I took my little dog outside for a few minutes, and 
the wildflowers spoke to my heart. They told me it is 
Springtime, time to grow leaves and flowers, time to 
reach out for the sun and open to new life. My brother 
and I shared on the phone that some of the real heroes are 
those reaching out to help their neighbors, perhaps with 
simple chores like getting groceries or cutting their grass.

“Now we are focusing 
on the Coronavirus and 
probably overlooking 
other things.”

 These last several weeks have been very strange for 
all of us. Social distancing, shelter in place, not going to 
work or school. Not going to church. First time in my live 
I was not in church Easter Sunday. Everyone is feeling a 
little off.
 I think it is very important at times like these to keep 
engaged in something – anything that helps keep your 
mind busy and helps to relieve stress. Studies have proven 
that plants serve a great purpose in your overall wellbeing. 
Also, it is great exercise and gets you out of the house.
 Get the kids involved. Plant a vegetable garden. If you 
don’t have room for a full fledge garden, plant vegetables 
in pots. Let the kids have their own pot to plant flowers in. 
Give them the responsibility to keep their pots watered. 
Get outside and get the kids outside for fresh air and exer-
cise.
 We have been open and will remain open for your 
gardening needs. We are classified as farmers and we 
provide an essential service.
 We are doing our part to protect our employees as 
well as our customers. We try to keep all carts wiped down 
regularly. We provide hand sanitizer at the register. We are 
encouraging our customers to use checks when possible to 
minimize physical contact.
 There are several ways that you can shop.
1. I am forwarding the calls and try to answer
 every call that comes in. If we do not answer,
we are probably on the phone with another customer. Wait 

a few minutes and call again.
2. You can give us your list and we will pull what you 
need. We can give you a total and you can write a check. 
That way, you can hand us your check and never have to 

come in contact with us. You can also use your credit card 
and we do accept cash.
3. Of course we will load your products in your car. That is 

nothing new, we have 
been doing that for the 
last 15 years.
4. You can drive in and park behind the store and honk 
your horn. Yes, I said “HONK YOUR HORN.” We will 
come to your car and bring you anything you want to look 
at. If we are busy with other customers please be patient. 
We will acknowledge you and get to you as quickly as we 
can.
5. Another way to give us your list is on Facebook Mes-
senger. It pops up on my phone and I will answer fairly 
promptly. Several people have done that and it works 
really well.
6. Or, you can get out and walk around just like you al-
ways have. There is plenty of space out here and everyone 
is keeping their distance. I think the fresh air is good for 
you.
 Bottom line is that we are here to serve you any 
way we can. We have always tried to accommodate our 
customers with that excellent service that you just can’t get 
everywhere. Our moto has always been “the one thing we 
have to offer that you can’t get everywhere is our excep-
tional service.”
 Please patronize the small businesses that need your 
support to get through this. We small businesses rely on 
our neighbors for our livelihood.
 Come See Us.
	 Remember,		find	your	happiness	where	you	planted	it.

IN THE GARDEN: Our small business 
is open and here to serve you
by Corkey Bruce
Owner Natural Springs Garden Center

Include children in repotting a house plant, helping 
weed a flower bed or starting their own garden from 
seeds. courtesy photo
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 Historically, prayer has been an essential 
tool that has helped black Americans endure 
many midnights of oppression. This time the
oppressor takes the unusual form of a virus
--- an enemy unseen, but very much felt. I 
believe there are two prayers which seem 
appropriate for what African Americans 
and the entire world is experiencing. Both 
prayers presented in this article are relevant 
although it may not be obvious immedi-
ately. The first is the 23rd Psalm from the 
Old Testament. A psalm is basically a song. 
Although the psalm is Jewish, it has become 
essential to Christians and black Christians 
in particular, tend to use it as a prayer.
 It reminds us that God provides in every 
situation and that we can rely on him no mat-
ter how deep the valley. It says to everyone 
who follows him that God is both protector 
and shield against the dangers we face on 
this unpredictable and often treacherous 
walk we refer to as life.   
 For generations, African Americans 
like many other Americans have learned to 
retreat to the comforting words of this prayer 
in times of personal or national crisis.
 The second prayer is in fact a song 
that began as a poem, but I believe it reads 
or sings much like a prayer. It is called Lift 
Every Voice And Sing: the Black National 
Anthem. The Public Broadcasting System 
called the song “one of the most cherished 
songs of the Civil Rights Movement.” High 
praise. It was written in 1900 by James Wel-
don Johnson in the dark days of segregation. 
Once it was taught in black elementary 
schools as a regular part of the curriculum.
 The song reminds African Americans 
that although we face enemies who hate us, 
our goal should be to focus on God, not the 
troubles of this world. It urges us to put God 
first in all things. It also reminds us that we 
have a moral obligation to live His way, by 
His commands and it warns us of the conse-
quences of straying from that relationship.

 Johnson encourages us to choose the 
path of the moral life, rejecting immorality 
and intoxication with the world, which tends 
to reject God. He points out that the black 
race will only truly succeed by striving to 
live the godly life. For my money, that is 
advice that works for all races of people. 
The Coronavirus has had an unexpected 
side effect: it has made many people (me 
especially), examine us. 
 Because of the nature of the disease---
the fact that it kills unexpectedly--it is driv-
ing home the point that tomorrow 
is simply not promised. We are 
seeing that old saying lived out in 
real time. Perhaps it is a time to 
ask, “If I say that I love God, why 
am I not living by his commands 
daily?” Jesus himself complained 
that some people call him lord, 
but do not obey his commands.  
 Serious stuff. 
 The anthem warns us not to 
get “drunk with the wine of the 
world and forget God.” Today it 
is in fashion to say black lives matter. True. 
But black souls matter too, and time also 
matters. Our window is short, and the virus 
illustrates that almost hourly. 
 If you have not accepted God as real or 
Jesus as the Son of God and asked him to be 
your savior and lord of your life, this would 
be the ideal time to do so.
 The blacks of James Weldon Johnson’s 
day also knew that in a segregated society, 
their tomorrows were not promised. It was 
sobering for them to realize they could be 
lynched at a moment’s notice. They were 
victimized by a society that had the nerve to 
make its prejudice and racial hatred legal. 
Listen to the words Johnson penned. Pray 
them and be inspired and encouraged to 
know that the same God who saw blacks 
through slavery and the virus of segregation 
is the same one we can rely on to see us 

through this troubling pandemic. He is the 
same God who saw David through his trials, 
so much so, he was inspired to write the 
23rd Psalm, one of the world’s most encour-
aging prayers.
 Such beautiful words in both prayers.
The 23rd Psalm reminds us God is good 
always and worthy of our daily prayers of 
gratitude for all he does. As I understand it, 
he never sleeps. That would mean 100% of 
his time is spent caring for every human be-
ing on the planet. Think of that. Just getting 

us up in the morning is a 
gift from the Lord. The 
Black National Anthem 
is strong in reminding us 
that we owe God so much 
and honestly, usually give 
him so little in return--
especially of ourselves.
 The last section reminds 
us of that reality and 
warns us not to stray away 
from his wise guidance. 
The words directly say we 

must not get caught up in being so intoxi-
cated by the pleasures and rewards of this 
world, that we cannot prepare for life after 
physical death.
 Both prayers remind us that in order to 
reap the rewards of an eternal relationship 
with God, we must walk daily with him, sub-
mitting to him, obeying his commands, and 
worshiping him in spirit and truth. He will 
enable us to do so if we will submit to him in 
Jesus’ name.
 Our black ancestors had a better sense of 
that than our generation. We have departed 
in many ways from God’s morality leading 
to an unfortunate and spiritually unhealthy 
spread of sinful lifestyles which have crip-
pled the black family and community.
 I refer to sins such as fornication, 
unwed couples living as if they are married, 
homosexuality, abortion, materialism, ad-

dictions, and violence primarily in the form 
of black on black crime. All are sins that the 
Bible condemns.
 In Deuteronomy chapter 28 God told his 
people Israel that he would bless them if they 
obeyed him and walked in his ways. But he 
also warned the people that if they would not 
obey him, he would allow awful curses to 
descend upon the nation. Israel did not listen 
and was conquered and humiliated.
 We have the same options before us 
as individuals, and as a people and so does 
all America. Which will it be? Both pieces 
speak of walking with God. Will we listen to 
the words of King David and James Weldon 
Johnson and walk with God in obedience 
and prosper? Or will we continue to walk 
away from God Almighty and perhaps not 
make it out of the valley that the 23rd Psalm 
speaks about?
 As we pray for an end to the Coronavi-
rus, remember that our prayers are affected 
by our walk with God. God rewards the 
faithful true believer (Mark 11:22-24).
 What is our relationship with him 
really like? We have two paths before us: 
one path leads to rewards. The other leads 
to tragic consequences.
 Help the Natchitoches Coalition on 
Homelessness help the homeless during this 
time of great need. Call 313-296-3128.
 The Natchitoches Community Improve-
ment Foundation has seats available on its 
board. They are court-ordered to distribute 1.8 
million in funds to citizens in Natchitoches in 
areas of education, housing, recreation and eco-
nomic development. If you are 21 or older and 
have no felony convictions, and live in the town 
of Natchitoches, you are eligible. Have your 
church or community group send your name to 
Natchitoches Community Improvement Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 606, Natchitoches, LA. 71457.

Black History Brief:  Two Coronavirus 
prayers for All Americans 
columnist Edwin Crayton

 This is a story I pieced together with re-
cords and long ago memories, it is a true story, 
it did happen and can be verified. However I 
certainly took liberties with the family details 
and will not be held accountable for exact 
dates that vary from one recorded account to 
another. It happened, but just how and exactly 
when it happened..... well......just let me tell 
you my version.....
 Somewhere in our youthful memories....
most of us have this special tree.....perhaps one 
that we climbed, or one that our swing was 
attached to, or simply one that was just in the 
right place. Our special tree was an old leaning 
oak that grew next to our gravel driveway. We 
played on the old exposed roots, we swung 
from a rope beneath its large limbs and just 
hung out there in the shade on the long hot 
summer days. Dad always had a fear that the 
leaning tree would eventually fall, so much so, 
he once cut our rope down. That was over fifty 
years ago and today the tree looks the same. 
Well, nearly the same. Our old house was torn 
down years ago and the tree now appears some-
what lonely.
 But unknowing to us back then, the tree 
was special for another reason. Through the 
years I heard bits and pieces of a story about the 
tree, a story from many many years ago, all the 
way back to the late 1800’s. Seems that the tree 
once was a part of a life changing event, one 
that created a mystery that remains today. 
 The tree at that time was in the yard of the 

old Ellzey Plantation house. This house was 
built by William Ellzey in the 1850’s and served 
his large plantation, one with his hundreds and 
hundreds of acres of land and one that was 
worked by over sixty slaves. After the Civil 
War, the plantation was gone and the home was 
passed down to their daughter Martha Ann and 
her husband Rasom Magee. And even later, the 
house was occupied by the Magee daughter, 
Eliza, her husband James Keegan and most of 
their nine children. At that time in history, the 
railroad had been built through nearby Robeline 
and the Keegan’s had plans to move their large 
home to town and make it 
a boarding house along 
the railroad tracks. But 
that move was over a year 
away and for now, the 
crops had been planted 
and there was much work 
to be done in the fields.
 It was just another 
June morning, a Sunday morning and James 
Keegan was up early, for even a Sunday had 
its chores. Daylight had barely come when 
James walked out the back door and down the 
wooden walkway to the old cistern pump where 
he would collect water for the kitchen. It was 
then he heard the cry, it was a faint cry that he at 
first assume was from one of the farm animals. 
As he reached for the pump handle, it came 
again and he then realized this was not a sound 
from the stock, but that of a baby’s cry and it 

was coming from the front yard. Dropping the 
bucket, he quickly jumped from the walkway 
and headed across the yard, following the in-
fant’s cry, that lead him toward the leaning oak 
tree. As he got closer, he saw a small object on 
the ground under the tree. Then walking closer, 
he saw that it was a shoebox and then to his 
surprise, inside the box was a baby. It was a little 
girl, only days old.
 James and Eliza took the girl and attempt-
ed to find out who she was and why she was 
abandoned, but to no avail. The Keegans were 
nearing 60 years of age, their youngest child 

was 13, and they were not prepared 
to raise yet another child. So they 
started a searched for anyone that 
might want to take the girl. Finally, 
a young couple heard about the 
little girl that was found under a 
tree and came to the Keegan’s and 
offered to make the baby a part 
of their family. Emmanuel was 

twenty years old, his wife Mattie was a couple 
of years younger, and both were thrilled to call 
this newborn theirs. The young girl was taken to 
Natchitoches where she was named “Mamie” 
and raised in a loving and prominent family. 
The young girl grew into adulthood, she never 
married and spent her years along the banks of 
the Cane River. Mamie  later died in 1967, she 
had lived a good life, but the mystery of who 
she was and why had she been left under that 
leaning oak tree ....well, that mystery fol-

lowed her to her grave.
 And that is the story of our special tree. 
The Ellzey Plantation house was indeed 
moved to Robeline around the late 1800’s. 
The large two-story home was taken apart, 
numbered, hauled to town on wagons and re-
built beside the New Orleans Pacific Railroad. 
It did indeed become a boarding house in the 
new town. The owner, James Keegan would 
become one of the first mayors of Robeline. 
Later it would become the “Cook” home and 
in modern times would be known as the 
“Keegan Cook” Bed & Breakfast. 
 My dad built our house on the very 
spot that the Keegan house had been moved 
from,  a house that was modeled after the 
original. We used the same old slave built 
cistern at the end of the back walkway. As 
a boy, I was fascinated by the three or four 
sunken spots at the rear of our pasture, the 
remnants of the old Ellzey graveyard which 
has long since disappeared. 
 So that is my story, mostly fact, a little 
perhaps I suppose, but more important, it 
opens a window to the past and keeps a little 
mystery alive.

The Leaning Tree and a Shoebox
columnist Dean Lambert
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Rivers (son) and Jody Winkler; 
Ron Rivers (son); Melinda (daugh-
ter) and Tim Malmay; Shannon 
Rivers (daughter) and Tracy Elliot. 
In addition, Ann leaves behind 
Kyle (grandson) and Valerie 
Martinez; Kent (grandson) and 
April Martinez; Kendl (grand-
daughter) and Aaron Anderson; 
Kade (grandson) and Ashley 
Martinez; Trystan (grandson) and 
Vikki Ezernack; Trayce Ezernack 
(grandson); Gage Malmay (grand-
son); Chanse Malmay (grandson) 
and Madelyn. Also sharing her 
memory are Petyon Meshell (great 
grandson); Keegan Lopez (great 
grandson) Annabelle Procell (great 
granddaughter); Thomas Martinez 
(great grandson); Bennett Marti-
nez (great grandson); Paul Francis 
Martinez (great grandson); John 
Frederick Martinez (great grand-
son). Keeping her memory are 
Charlene Leone (sister); Maurice 
Martinez (brother) and close friend 
of twenty-three years, Mrs. Doris 
Wyatt.
There was a private graveside 
service for the family at St. Joseph 
Catholic Cemetery with Father 
Joseph Ampatt officiating.
Pallbearers were her grandsons: 
Kyle Martinez, Kent Martinez, 
Kade Martinez, Trystan Ezer-
nack, Trayce Ezernack and Gage 
Malmay.
Honorary Pallbearers: Kendl 
Martinez Anderson and Chanse 
Malmay.

Millie Savell went home to be 
with the Lord, Sunday, March 29, 
2020.  She passed away peace-
fully at home surrounded by her 
loving family.  She was born on 
March 28, 1944 to John and Ruby 
Anders Allen in Robeline, La.
Millie had a long career in public 
and private schools as a food 
service supervisor.  She was a 
God-fearing lady that was a light 
to everyone, every day.  Her light 
shines bright. She served and 
adored the children from schools 
and church and cared for them 
deeply.  She had a smile that 
showed her happy soul to Jesus.
She truly loved her family.  She 
followed her children, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchildren in 
their school and sports activities 
for as long as she could.  She was 
their number one fan.
Millie is survived by her husband, 
Barry Savell; her children, Tonya 
Shelton and husband Jay of 
Sulphur, LA, Cheryl Brister and 
husband Jeff, Kelly Yelverton 
and husband Russell of Natchi-
toches, Craig Savell of Tennessee, 
Cristy Powell, and Kelly Ward 
and husband Wes of Tennessee; 
grandchildren, Eric French and 
wife Meagan, Sarah French, 
Jennifer Brown and husband 

Chris, Andrew Withers, Aidan 
Weeks, Derek Gora, Taylor Savell, 
Dakotah Cool, Kaylee Savell, 
Cassie Savell, Sydney Ward, 
Lucian Ward, Helena Ward, Callie 
Dubois, Cole Yelverton, Worth 
Shelton, and Madeline Shelton; 
great-grandchildren, Mason 
French, Hunter French, William 
Brown, Hunter Brown, and Cam-
eron Morgan; siblings Ray Allen 
and wife Ernestine, Dottie Allen 
Sparks, and Patsy Allen Teer.
She is preceded in death by her 
parents, John and Ruby Allen; 
and brothers, Phillip Allen and 
Jerry Allen.
Those honored to serve as 
pallbearers were Randy Allen, 
Rodney Allen, John Allen, J.B. Al-
len, Jimmy Allen, and Eric French. 
Honorary pallbearers will be Ricky 
Rains, Greg Allen, and Ted Allen.
Due to the recent health concerns 
and the restrictions in accordance 
with limited gatherings, a private 
family graveside service was 
held at Cedar Grove Cemetery in 
Many, LA on Wednesday, April 1, 
2020. A memorial service in honor 
of her life will be held at a later 
date.

Graveside services for Mr. Arry 
Lee Swindoll will be held on 
Thursday, April 16, 2020 at 
10:00 AM at St. Ann Catholic 
Cemetery with Brother Waylon 
Gauntt officiating. Lee was born 
April 2, 1934 in Leland, MS to 
Ozell Swindoll and Vera (Manu-
el) Swindoll; he entered into rest 
on April 14, 2020 in Alexandria, 
LA. He served honorably in the 
United States Army as a First 
Sergeant.
Preceding Lee in death were 
his parents, Mr. Ozell Swindoll 
and Mrs. Vera Manuel Swindoll 
Those left behind to cherish his 
memory are his wife, Carmen 
Castillo Swindoll of Ebarb, LA; 
daughters, Carolyn Sepulvado 
& Tommy of Ebarb, LA, Donna 
Cobb & Terry of Mansfield, 
LA, Deborah West & Ben of 
Toro Community, LA, Rhonda 
Pappenhausen of Bossier City, 
LA, Carla Gauthier of Many, LA; 
sons, Robert Swindoll & Steph-
anie of Alexandria, LA, Richard 
Swindoll & Alliet of Ebarb, LA; 
and special niece, Cheryl Vines 
of Shreveport, LA. In addition, 
he leaves behind a host of 
grandchildren, great grandchil-
dren, great-great grandchildren, 
friends, and his beloved VFW.
Honoring him as pallbearers 
will be Terry Cobb, Ben West, 
Patrick Garcie, Jonathan Porter, 
Richard Swindoll, and Cameron 
Gauthier.

Mrs. Patricia Wilson Thomas, 
a prominent figure in service 
organizations and social, cultural 
and philanthropic activities in 
Natchitoches and the region 
for more than 50 years, died 
Saturday, March 21, 2020, after 
an extended illness.
Mrs. Thomas was born Oct. 12, 
1939, in St. James, Missouri and 
grew up in Rolla, Missouri. She 
was a 1960 graduate of the 
University of Missouri, where she 
was in the band and a member of 
Delta Gamma Sorority.
She was a member of First Meth-
odist Church, P.E.O., and Beta 
Sigma Phi and a former member 
of the Mystic Krewe de St. Denis.
Mrs. Thomas was preceded in 
death by her parents Mr. and Mrs. 
John R, Wilson of Rolla and a 
sister, Mary Ellen Wilson.
She is survived by her husband 
Lovan B. Thomas, with whom she 
would have celebrated their 60th 
anniversary on Aug. 10; daugh-
ter Tracy Mayo of Jacksonville, 
Florida; son Max Thomas of Am-
sterdam, Netherlands; grandson 
Lovan Mayo; brother John O. Wil-
son of St. Helena, Calif., and sister 
Kathy Farmer of Monroe, Ga.
Due to restrictions placed on 
everyone during the COVID-19 
pandemic, a private family grave-
side service was held at American 
Cemetery in Natchitoches.  Once 
restrictions are lifted, a celebration 
of life service will be scheduled.

Cordella Tilley was born on 
Wednesday, March 27, 1940 in 
Pineville, LA. She passed away 
on Saturday, March 21, 2020 in 
Alexandria, LA.
She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Ira Wesley Thompson 
and Edna (Buxton) Thompson; 
husband, Harold D. Tilley Sr.; and 
her daughter, Debra Rizzo.
She is survived by her son, Harold 
D. Tilley, Jr. of Hempstead, TX; 
daughter, Kimberly Dolores 
Tilley Lore Jasper, AR; sister, 
Sue Swanger of Matthew, NC; 
ten grandchildren; seven great 
grandchildren; along with a host 
of nieces, nephews and friends.

Necley Chad Vincent was born 
on Sunday, January 12, 1975, in 
Bossier City, LA. He passed away 
Sunday, March 29, 2020 in Geis-
mar, LA. He was proceeded in 
death by his maternal grandfather, 
Mack Hayes, Jr.; paternal grand-
parents, Preston and Inez Vincent; 
father-in-law, Donald Durbin; and 
brother, Kendal Vincent.
Chad grew up in Many and 
attended grade school at Many 
Elementary and Many Jr. High 
School. He transferred to Natchi-
toches Central High in tenth 
grade and graduated in 1993. 
After graduation, Chad worked in 
the oilfield for a short time before 
serving a two year mission for 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints. He said these two 
years molded him into becoming 
the man he was. Upon returning 
from his mission, he entered 
college, pursuing a degree in 
Business Administration graduat-
ing from Nicholls State University 
in December of 2003. The follow-
ing year in June, Chad married 
Donna Durbin in the Baton Rouge 
Temple of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Into 
this eternal communion were born 
three beautiful children.
Chad worked as a process oper-
ator for Westlake Chemical from 
November 2004 until the time of 
his passing. Chad enjoyed his job 
and loved his work family.
Chad loved to golf, cook, vacation 
with family, and spend time with 
his extended family. But he found 
his greatest joy in his wife, chil-
dren, and church service. He had 
the ability to share the message of 
Christ and His great plan of Hap-
piness. He loved serving in the 
Baton Rouge Temple and serving 
in humanitarian aid programs of 
the church. He was a high priest 
in The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints and had many 
leadership positions. He was 
always willing to take time to help 
and serve others. He lived a life of 
a Christ like example that will not 
soon be forgotten.
He is survived by his wife, Donna 
Durbin Vincent; daughters, 
Morgan Vincent and Marlee 
Vincent; and son, Mason Vincent 
of Gonzales, LA. His parents, 
Ross and Judy Vincent of Many; 
Grandmother, Eloise Hayes of 
Many; Sister, Roxanna Giarrusso 
and husband, Mark of Covington; 
Sister-in-law Marie Vincent Huhn 
of Abita Springs; Sister, Dawn Le-
one and husband Kevin of Many; 
brother, Brent Vincent and wife 
Tatiana of Lehi, UT; brother Jared 
Vincent and wife Jamie of Many; 
mother-in-law, Carol Durbin of 
Winnfield; brothers-in-law Law-
rence Durbin and Justin Durbin 
both of Winnfield; and brother-
in-law Michael Sanders and wife 

Susan of Bossier City; along with 
22 nephews and nieces and 7 
great nephews and nieces.
Pallbearers were Ross Vincent, 
Brent Vincent, Kolton Vincent, 
Jared Vincent, Kevin Leone, and 
Lance Leone.
Honorary Pallbearers were Mason 
Vincent, Lawrence Durbin, Mi-
chael Sanders, Justin Durbin, Earl 
Perilloux, Parker Leach, and Reed 
Vincent.

Graveside services for Cleo Marie 
Walker, 91, of Campti, LA were 
held at 2 P.M. Tuesday, March 31, 
2020 at Campti Baptist Cemetery 
with Bro. Mike Honzell officiating. 
A memorial service will be held at 
a later date. Services are under 
the direction of Rockett-Nettles 
Funeral Home, Coushatta, LA.
Mrs. Walker was born November 
2, 1928 in Campti, LA and passed 
away March 28, 2020. Mrs. Walk-
er had a true passion for fishing. 
She not only enjoyed catching 
fish, but also loved frying fish. 
When you came to her home, 
she would have cold fish in the 
refrigerator, but by the time you 
left, she had hot fried fish ready 
for you. She also enjoyed league 
bowling. For over fifty years, Mrs. 
Walker wrote a column in the a 
local newspaper sharing the news 
of her community and for many 
years enjoyed working the polls 
during elections. She was very 
active in her church and loved 
spending time with her family. She 
will be dearly missed by all those 
who knew and loved her.
She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Alaman “Boss” 
Walker; one son Robert Walker; 
granddaughter Samantha Cole-
man; great-grandson Brayden 
Theriot; siblings Mildred Roberts, 
“Sonny Boy” Black, Huey Glen 
Black, Ronnie and Donnie Black.
Mrs. Walker is survived by two 
sons, Chuck Walker and wife 
Rae Nell, and Dennis Walker 
and wife Pam; two daughters, 
Glenda Carter and Toni Beaudoin; 
thirteen grandchildren: Rachal 
Henry, Diana Smith, Christy Beer, 
Stacy Walker, Ryan Walker, Allison 
Niette, Bridget Walker, Misty and 
Mandy Walker, Dana Moreau, 
Pete Moreau, Brandon Cole-
man, and Jonathan Coleman; 
numerous great-grandchildren, 
great-great-grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews; and sister-in-law 
Sissie Black.
Pallbearers were her grandsons, 
Ryan Walker, Brandon Coleman, 
Jonathan Coleman, Bubba Henry, 
Conner Beer, Troy Smith, and 
Ronald Black and Ronnie Black.

Continued page 24

Arry Lee Swindoll
April 2, 1934-
April 14, 2020

Millie Savell
March 28, 1944-
March 29, 2020

Patricia Wilson Thomas
October 12, 1939-

March 21, 2020

Cordella Tilley
March 27, 1940-
March 21, 2020

Necley Chad Vincent
January 12, 1975-
March 29, 2020

Cleo Marie Walker
November 2, 1928-

March 28, 2020

Remember Fondly and Honor Their Memory
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Funeral services honoring the 
life of Debra Watson will be held 
at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, April 
6, 2020 at Rose-Neath Funeral 
Home in Mansfield, Louisiana with 
Fr. John Paul Crispin officiating. 
Interment will be held at Carmel 
Catholic Cemetery in Mansfield.  
 There will be an invitation-only
family service not to exceed 10 
people due to the restriction of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. When the 
situation allows, a celebration of 
her life will be held for her many 
friends and family.
Debra was born on June 21, 1957 
in Zwolle, Louisiana to Buford and 
Annie Deers. She entered into rest
on April 3, 2020 in Mansfield, 
Louisiana.
She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Buford and Annie Mae 
Deers of Mansfield, LA; grandpar-
ents, Tula Remedies of Zwolle,
LA and Edwina Solice Deers of 
Many, LA; husband, Jermine 
Thomas of Mansfield, LA; sister, 
Janis Kay Deers Ebarb of Mans-
field, LA; brother, Terry “Bubba” 
Deers of Mansfield, LA; niece, 
Jessica Deers of Mansfield, LA.
Left behind to cherish her memory 
are her daughters, Kathi Wells and 
husband Clint of Logansport, LA,
Tiffany Watson of Mansfield, LA 
and Brooke Calhoun and hus-
band Dale of Mansfield, LA; son, 
Audrell Thomas and wife Katina of 
Houston, TX; sister, Connie Deers 
of Mansfield, LA; brother, Jerry 
Deers of Mansfield, LA; grandchil-

dren, Brittany Wells, Colt Wells, 
Ramon Woods Jr., Kelby Calhoun, 
DeAndre Robinson, DeAudrea 
Robinson, Chesley Thomas, and 
Nathan CJ Thomas; great-grand-
child, Damon Ray Duncan; niece, 
Haley Deers; special friend, 
Bernard Jackson.

Marilyn Gilcrease Wyatt age 74, 
passed away on March 27, 2020 
in Shreveport, Louisiana.
Mrs. Wyatt was born to Louis 
and Viola Gilcrease on March 18, 
1946 in Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
She was a strong, loving and loyal 
mother, grandmother and friend. 
Anyone that knew her loved 
her, she impacted many people 
throughout her life.
Mrs. Wyatt was preceded in death 
by her children, Keith Wayne 
Doyal and Sam Morvan; parents; 
and sister, Betty Massey. She is 
survived by her children, Jerry 
Delayne Doyal and wife Amanda, 
Pepper Brewer and husband 
Micheal, Greg Morvan and Johna-
than Wyatt; 14 grandchildren; 14 
great-grandchildren; and a host 
for nieces, nephews and friends.
Due to the Covid-19 outbreak the 
family will have a private grave-
side service and it will conducted 
at Greenwood Cemetery, 9144 
Greenwood Cemetery Rd., 
Greenwood, LA. Chaplin Dana 
Casey will be officiating the 
service.

Debra Watson
June 21, 1957-
April 3, 2020

Marilyn Gilcrease Wyatt
March 18, 1946-
March 27, 2020
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 By November 1943 the Allied Armies had bro-
ken the back of German General Erwin Rommel’s 
vaunted AFRIKA KORPS in the desert lands of 
North Africa, the island of Sicily had been wrestled 
from the Germans, and now American and other al-
lied armies had landed in Italy and were beginning to 
advance up the Italian boot. The battles that had been 
won by the allies brought on something unexpected 
that had to be addressed. The problem was what to 
do with all the German Prisoners of War. They all 
could not be housed in England or in the captured 
territories. So the US Army began building 500 pris-
oner of war camps throughout the United States.
 Few Americans know that from 1942 until 1946 
over 400,00 German, 50,000 Italian, and 5,000 Japa-
nese prisoners of war were housed in the continental 
United States. These German POW’s also would be 
able to help the war effort in America. How could 
they do that? These POW had many trades and could 
be used to repair American uniforms and equipment, 
rebuild vehicles, 
work in the cotton 
fields of the south, cut 
sugar cane in Louisi-
ana, be PX clerks at 
army camps, work in 
sawmills, factories, 
and other types of 
industries. With so 
many of America’s 
men off overseas in 
the military, there 
were always shortages 
of manpower. A new 
source was found.
 Here in western 
Louisiana the US 
Army had estab-
lished Camp Polk, 
La. in 1941. This 
large sprawling base 
in western Louisi-
ana housed a large 
contingent of German 
Prisoners of War until 
1946. According to 
information I have 
gathered through 
interviews, in 1943 
German POW’s began 
to arrive in Leesville, 
La. by rail. The POW’s 
would embark at the 
rail depot and would 
march several miles 
to their new home at 
Camp Polk.  
These German POW’s 
were veterans of the 
AFRIKA KORPS and 
had been captured in 
North Africa. After 
being processed in 
North Africa, they were placed on ships and were 
transported to ports in the United States. 
Many POW’s were in tattered uniforms, many in 
blood stained uniforms, and many were confused at 
their new surroundings, and many hard core Nazi’s 
were outright hostile. But upon their arrival one thing 
began to change their minds. What was it ? Good 
high quality food! Yes, under the Geneva Convention 
these POW’s were provided good food and decent 
barracks. Our POW’s taken by the Germans were not 
given such luxury and underwent many hardships.
 These POW’s were a long way from Germany, 
but they were still soldiers. In every camp the POW’s 
still underwent military rituals such as lights out, 
reveille, formations, marching, and other soldierly 
details. Authority was established by rank. Each 
POW Camp had a ranking German officer in charge 
of the POW’s.
 The German POW’s proved to be very good 
workers in Louisiana. Many were from farms and 
were good farm hands who knew how to milk cows, 
plant crops, harvest crops, and do odd jobs. They 
were eager to get out from behind the barbed wire. In 
Leesville, POW’s helped to paint many of the down-

town buildings, 
with one German 
artist painting 
beautiful pictures 
of German topics. 
These still survive 
and are part of Leesville history. But did you know 
that German POW’s came into Peason, located in 
Sabine Parish?
 In the Peason and Peason Ridge area, since 
1941 the US Army had held large scale maneuvers 
and literally hundreds and hundreds of entrench-
ments had been dug everywhere. Here in Peason, Mr. 
Woodrow Herrington’s plow horse had gotten out of 
the field and was found dead with a broken neck in a 
deep entrenchment. A plow horse was a very import-
ant thing on a farm and now Mr. Woodrow would 
have to make do till he could find another horse. 
    It was decided to put the German POW’s to 
good use in our area. The US Army brought a large 

convoy of German POW’s 
from Camp Polk in the 
summer and fall of 1944 
to Peason and set up a 
bivouac site for them. 
These POW’s were issued 
shovels, picks, hoes, cant 
hooks, and other tools 
and were advised to find 
and cover up all the open 
entrenchments. There 
were supposedly several 
hundred Germans who 
fanned out throughout 
the area and began to 
cover up these foxholes, 
trenches, mortar and 
artillery pits, and bunkers. 
After a day or so, a local 
farmer happened to see a 
group of men in German 
Army uniforms going 
through the woods at 
Peason. Very shortly the 
news was out to every 
farm that the Germans 
had landed and were in 
Peason. Every farmer 
grabbed a shotgun and 
headed out to do battle 
with the German Army. It 
didn’t take long to see the 
Germans were not armed 
and the American guards 
quickly advised everyone 
that these were prisoners 
of war from Camp Polk. 
     After settling this 
problem so the farmers 
knew who they were, 
the Germans worked for 
nearly three weeks. They 
were even given water 

and food by friendly farmers to help with their army 
field rations. None of the POW’s made any type of 
attempt to escape on this detail and from what I can 
find out, none escaped from Camp Polk during the 
War. Many Germans did escape from various camps, 
and the last German POW , Georg Gaertner, turned 
himself into authorities in 1985.
 Throughout their stay at Camp Polk the Ger-
mans made many friends with local Americans that 
have lasted over the many years. By 1946 the POW’s 
were all on their way back to their homes in Germa-
ny. The POW camp was located just south of present 
day La. Hwy. 10. It was a large camp made up of tar 
paper wooden barracks for the POW’s. Today at this 
site is present day HONOR FIELD where Fort Polk 
conducts ceremonies of all types. Nothing is left of 
the old camp to make anyone think that during World 
War II there were German POW’s housed there. 
 Hopefully in the future a historical marker can 
be placed at this site before it fades into history and 
is forgotten like so many other historical locations 
in our area. So now the folks in Sabine and Vernon 
Parishes know of another bit of rare military history 
for our area.

THE GERMAN POW CAMP
 AT CAMP POLK, LA.
columnist Rickey Robinson

Main entrance and guard tower at the German POW 
Camp located at Camp Polk, Louisiana. photo Rickey 
Robertson Collection

Scene from the Camp Polk German Prisoner of War 
Camp during world War II. 
photo Rickey Robertson Collection

Mess Hall at Camp Polk German POW Camp with 2 
German POW’s pictured. 
photo Rickey Robertson Collection

New Sale on the Trail 
dates for end of July
The El Camino Real Sale on 
the Trail scheduled for the first 
weekend in May is now taking 
place Friday, July 31 and Satur-
day, August 1. As always, folks 
will jump in their vehicles and 
trek along 111 miles of the his-
toric El Camino Real de los Tejas 
in search of fabulous bargains.
 That trek through fabulous 
scenery and wonderful collect-
ibles begins in Natchitoches 

along Highway 6 west to Many 
and across Toledo Bend Lake 
to Texas Hwy 21 into Milam 
and Hemphill, Tx. Then, keep 
traveling to St. Augustine, Na-
cogdoches, and Crockett, Tx, 
for more great adventures and 
fabulous finds.
 Those wishing to participate 
by having a garage sale or being 
a vendor, can call 800/358-7802, 
800/259-1714 or 936/564-7351.

Save the Date and Join Us!
Along the El Camino Real de los Tejas - Caddo Region

12th Annual Sale on the Trail
111 Miles from Nacogdoches, TX to Natchitoches, LA

Friday, July 31 & Saturday, August 1, 2020

Kitchen SinkEverything
Including

The
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FINE PAYMENT (F):
Michal Jones, 
188 Sorgee Rd Apt, 
Natch, La
–
Careless Operation
Jasmine Peace, 
500 North St Apt B7, 
Natch, La
–
No DL
Kierra Petite, 
608 Pavie St, 
Natch, La
–
Exp MVI, Unlicensed Driver
Elizabeth Sykes, 
324 E Third St, 
Natch, La
–
No DL
Levar Toussaint Jr,
446 Sanford St, 
Natch, La
–
Exp MVI
Alfred Williams, 
124 South Bend Dr, 
Natch, La
–
Exp MVI
Demario Davis, 
319 Rowena Dr, 
Natch, La
–
DP
Teddy Bamburg, 
515 Fairgrond Rd Lot 49, 
Natch, La
–
NCR
Niaya Monette, 
500 North St Apt M1, 
Natch, LA
–
Theft
Angela Hutson, 
1201 Phillips St, 
Natch, La
–
Speeding
Charles Smith IV, 
1428 Northern St, 
Natch, La
–
No Vehicle Registration
Kendrick Nicholas, 
136 University Dr, 
Natch, La
–
DP, No DL
Kenneth Page Jr., 
319 Che Che Dam Rd, 
Natch, La
–
DWI
Matthew Robertson, 
3800 University Pkwy,
Apt 1301, Natch, La

NSB
Jose Saez, 
194 Rex Water Well Rd, 
Natch, La
–
Exp MVI
Patrick Taylor, 
1513 Grayson Ave, 
Natch, La
–
Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia
Julius Washington, 
1577 Bermuda Rd, 
Natchez, La
–
No DL, DWI, Improper Lane
Alexis Beck, 
1100 San Pedro St, 
Winnfield, La
–
SPOM
Conika Brown, 
100 Grayson Dr Apt D7, 
Natch, La
–
NSB, DUS
Andrianna Doty, 
513 Virginia Ave, 
Natch, La
–
DP
Trial (T):
Aaliyah Alexander, 
424 Sibley St, 
Natch, La
–
(2) TBS
Bryan Condet, 
1230 Old Robeline Rd,
Natch, La
–
DUS, Resisting, 
Failure to Dim Light
Brenda Hollins,
3800 University Pkwy.
Natch, La
–
TBS
Vincent Johnson,
14215 Ellis St,
Natch, La
–
Criminal Trespass
Lysander Moss,
843 Clarence Dr,
Natch, La
–
DP
Frankie Petite,
356 Rockford Church Rd,
Natch, La
–
Aggravated Assault
Carmesia Russell,
200 Lakeview Dr Apt 2204,
Natch La

Natchitoches City Marshal Randy Williams 
wants to  inform the following people that they have 

outstanding bench warrants through the 
Natchitoches City Marshal’s Office. 

The names on this list did not pay their fines in full 
nor did they return to court on the court date they were 

sentenced to by City Court Jude Gahagan.
These individuals will need to clear up their fines and 

bench warrant fees at  the City Marshal’s Office 
located at 328 St. Denis Street to stop any further actions.

Until further notice, due to the COVID-19 you can contact the City 
Marshal at (318) 471-3235 for him or a Deputy to come to you to 
clear your warrant and you will be given a new court date:

A Many male and his girlfriend arrested 
for aggravated kidnapping in Shreveport
staff reporter Nora Drenner

A Many male and his girlfriend 
were arrested Sunday, March 29,
in connection with an alleged 
kidnapping of a man from 
a Shreveport hotel.
 According to a news 
release, Wilbert Vanz-
ant, of Many, and Kayla 
Owen, of Mansfield, both 
29, have been charged 
with aggravated kidnap-
ping of 36-year- old Ste-
phen Hatcher.
 Allegedly, the two took 
Hatcher from a hotel in 
the 5500 block of Finan-
cial Plaza around 1:00 
a.m. Sunday morning. 
Hatcher reported he was bound 
and beaten and was later taken 

to a location in Mansfield and 
forced to withdraw money from 
an ATM. Hatcher was able to 

escape and notified Desoto Par-
ish authorities.

 While Desoto Parish depu-
ties were investing the matter, 
around 4 a.m. Sunday morning, 

Shreveport police re-
sponded to Willis Knigh-
ton Pierremont Hospital 
regarding a woman, Ow-
ens, who claimed she had 
been assaulted.
 While investigating Ow-
ens’ claim, Shreveport police 
learned she was a suspect in 
an alleged kidnapping inci-
dent the sheriff’s office was 
working in Mansfield.
 Soon after, the two 
were arrested. The mat-
ter remains under inves-

tigation and additional charges 
are pending.

Wilbert Vanzant, of Many, and Kayla Owen, of 
Mansfield, have been charged with aggravat-
ed kidnapping. 

Vernon Parish authorities arrest 
Virginia man on murder charges
 A Virginia man wanted for 
murder is behind bars after being 
arrested in Leesville.
 U.S. Marshals arrested De-
juan Latel Roy on murder charges 
Thursday at a home on Leonard 
Hunt Road.
 The City of Petersburg, Vir-
ginia issued an arrest warrant for 
Roy on March 27 after authori-
ties found a man dead. The victim 
was shot more than 50 times with 
an AK-47.
 This is not the first time Roy 
faced murder charges. Law en-

forcement arrested Roy in 2018 
for second degree murder after a 
shooting at an apartment complex 
in Virginia.
 The U.S. Marshals and the 
Vernon Parish Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, along with several other 
agencies, found Roy hiding out 
in Louisiana.
 The Marshals say Roy sur-
rendered peacefully. Currently, 
he is in the Vernon Parish jail 
and will be transferred back to 
Virginia where he will face mur-
der charges.

Dejuan Latel Roy, is awaiting 
transfer back to Virginia where 
he will face murder charges. 

 A 30-year-old Sabine Par-
ish sheriff’s deputy has been 
arrested on two charges fol-
lowing a recent investigation 
by local authorities.
 Authorities charged Jesse 
D. Parrie of Zwolle Monday 
with bringing contraband into 
a penal institution and mal-
feasance in office. Parrie was 
also relieved of his duties with 
the department.

 He posted a $10,000 bond 
and was released.
 While employed as a jail-
er he allegedly accepted cash 
payments for bringing illegal 
items into the jail for inmates.

Sabine Parish deputy charged with bringing 
contraband into penal institution; fired from job

On March 23, 2020 the Natchi-
toches Police Department was 
notified by the Natchitoches Re-
gional Medical Center that an in-
dividual had reported to them that 
she was exposed to the Coronavi-
rus in an attempt to get an excuse 
to stay home from work.
 On March 24, 2020 inves-
tigators with the Natchitoches 
Police Department made contact 
with Elisha Johnson (B/F, 24 
y.o.a. of Natchez) in reference to 
her complaint of a possible expo-
sure. Elisha Johnson told inves-
tigators that she was notified by 
her supervisor on March 20, 2020 
that two of her co-workers had 
tested positive for the Coronavi-

rus and that she needed to notify 
the hospital. While at the hospital 
she told the health care provid-
ers about her exposure and asked 
if she could get a 30 day excuse 
note to stay home from work. The 
health care providers told her of 
the self-quarantine guidelines 
that were made by the Center 
for Disease Control but she told 
them she was expected to be at 
work on Monday. On March 21, 
2020 Elisha Johnson returned to 
the hospital to be tested for the 
Coronavirus but she told medical 
personnel that she had not been 
exposed to anyone with the virus.
 Elisha Johnson’s false claim 
that she was exposed to the Coro-

navirus caused her doctor and 
several health care providers to be 
placed under quarantine and un-
able to help any other patients.
 Elisha Johnson was placed 
under arrest for Criminal Mischief 
and was given a Natchitoches City 
Court date of June 29, 2020.
 If you would like to report 
suspicious activity or an emer-
gency please contact the Natchi-
toches Police Department at 
(318) 352-8101 or if you have 
additional information in regards 
to this investigation please con-
tact Detective Davanta Steven-
son at (318) 357-3817. Remem-
ber all information given shall 
remain confidential.

Natchitoches Police arrest woman after 
lying about possible Coronavirus exposure

Former Sabine Parish 
sheriff’s deputy 

Jesse D. Parrie is charged 
with bringing contraband 

into a penal institution.
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Anna Nimz named NSU head 
women’s basketbal l  coach
 The tradition-rich Northwest-
ern State women’s basketball team 
long has enjoyed success with first-
time Division I head coaches.
 That list grew by one Satur-
day as Anna Nimz, the 34-year-
old associate head coach at UT 
Rio Grande Valley, was named 
the 10th full-time head coach in 
program history.
 Nimz takes over following 
Missy Bilderback’s decision 
to step aside two weeks after 
accepting the job March 17. 
Nimz’ hiring is subject to ap-
proval of the Board of Supervi-
sors of the University of Lou-
isiana System, which governs 
Northwestern State.
 “Anna brings successful 
head coaching experience and 
a commitment to the total stu-
dent-athlete that is going to pay 
dividends for Lady Demon bas-
ketball on several levels,” Direc-
tor of Athletics Greg Burke said. 
“She also exudes boundless en-
ergy and passion that will inspire 
and motivate the young ladies in 
the basketball program. People 
who know her describe her per-
sonality as ‘infectious’ and that 
will resonate well in areas such 
as recruiting, fund raising and 
public relations.”
 A two-year letter winner 
and team captain at Pittsburg 
State, Nimz spent the past two 
seasons as the associate head 
coach at UTRGV, helping the 
Vaqueros reach the 2019 West-
ern Athletic Conference Tour-
nament championship game 
and earn a 2019 Women’s Bas-
ketball Invitational berth.
 With Nimz on staff, the Va-
queros led the WAC in scoring 

defense in 2018-19, produced 
five All-WAC selections and tal-
lied the most WAC wins (10) in 
program history.
 Nimz arrived at UTRGV af-
ter eight years as a junior college 
head coach, spending five sea-
sons at Labette Community Col-
lege in Parsons, Kansas, before 
coaching three years at Kilgore 
College in Texas.
 Nimz took over the Labette 
program at 25 years old, giving 
her ample opportunities to grow 
in an on-the-job atmosphere.
 “Having an opportunity at 
such a young age, being thrown 
into the fire, made 
me grow quickly 
as a coach,” Nimz 
said. ” I was going 
to clinics, watching 
videos, working 
through trial and er-
ror, and it made me 
grow into the coach 
I am today. Labette 
provided me a great 
opportunity to step 
in and figure out 
who I was as a coach and I am 
forever grateful for that.”
 That approach helped Nimz 
recruit three all-conference 
and three all-region players at 
Labette while five of her stu-
dent-athletes earned scholar-
ships to NCAA institutions.
 From Labette, Nimz was 
hired to rebuild a once-proud Kil-
gore College program that had 
fallen to seven wins in 2013-14. 
Hired in June 2014, Nimz took 
the standing Kilgore roster and 
improved from seven wins to 16 
in her first season.
 She followed with consecu-

tive 21-win seasons, marking the 
first time in 21 years Kilgore Col-
lege had won at least 20 games in 
consecutive seasons.
 In three seasons at Kilgore, 
Nimz posted a 58-36 overall re-
cord, reaching a pair of NJCAA 
Region 14 championship games.
Nimz credited her time at both 
junior college programs for giv-
ing her insight into the totality of 
running a college basketball pro-
gram, something that was evident 
in her two seasons at UTRGV.
 “Anna is a hard-working 
winner,” said UTRGV head 
coach Lane Lord, who took Nimz 

on his Pittsburg State staff as a 
graduate assistant after her play-
ing career ended.
 “She knows how to handle 
every facet of our program to the 
point I could leave for a week 
and she would not miss a beat 
overseeing the team. She will 
win games but academics and 
family will both be high priori-
ties for her, too. People are going 
to love her because she will take 
an interest in them. She is going 
to make somebody feel important 
every day.”
 In addition to averaging 10.9 
points and 3.1 assists per game in 

her two seasons at Pittsburg State, 
Nimz was named the Pittsburg 
State Outstanding Student-Ath-
lete of the Year for 2006-07 and 
was named Student Major of the 
Year in Health, Human Perfor-
mance and Recreation. 
 She was Kilgore College’s 
Employee of the Year in 2016-17.
 “Anna’s resume also reflects 
one who leads by example and 
gets involved,” Burke said. “She 
is going to be a great addition to 
our department, our campus and 
in our community. She will place 
value on cultivating relationships 
and engaging all constituencies, 

including Lady De-
mon alumni. She 
has a tremendous 
work ethic and will 
work tirelessly to 
enhance the profile 
of the program.”
 Nimz began 
her coaching career 
at Pittsburg State as 
a graduate assistant, 
helping lead the Go-
rillas to their first 

20-win season in 14 years while 
recruiting and coaching eight 
All-Mid-America Intercollegiate 
Athletics Association honorees.
 The similarities in Pitts-
burg and Natchitoches appealed 
to Nimz.
 “I enjoy the small town 
and heard how family-oriented 
the university is,” Nimz said. 
“I heard amazing things about 
the people in town and the 
people at the university. For 
me, that’s attractive.”
 The Lady Demon tradition 
also appealed to Nimz.
 “It’s a place you can win,” 

she said. “It has a strong basket-
ball tradition. The facilities put 
you in a position to excite kids. 
It presents itself as an exciting 
opportunity. I like the Southland 
Conference. It’s a very competi-
tive, tradition-rich conference.”
 Although unable to visit 
campus because of issues sur-
rounding the novel coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic, Nimz was 
able to speak to several current 
Lady Demons during the inter-
view process.
 “I was able to meet with La-
cee (Savage), Tristen (Washing-
ton) and Halei (Gillis),” Nimz 
said. “The thing that stood out 
is they’re ready to work. Every 
one of them mentioned making 
the conference tournament. I 
asked them if they wanted to 
make the tournament or put in 
the work to make the tourna-
ment. The responses I got back 
from them were great. I’m re-
ally happy with everything they 
brought to the table.
 “They seemed excited about 
things instead of being more 
reserved. What excited me is, 
when this broke, I got text mes-
sages from all three girls.”
 Nimz joins Pat Nolen Pier-
son, James Smith, Jennifer 
Graf, Brooke and Scott Stoehr, 
Jordan Dupuy and Bilderback 
as coaches whose first Divi-
sion I job came at Northwest-
ern State.
 “To be 34 and to have an 
opportunity to take over a great 
program, in a place where you 
feel you fit, that’s important,” 
Nimz said. “I’m excited about 
the intangibles surrounding this 
opportunity.”

-Answers in the next PUZZLE BLOCK
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 Northwestern State Univer-
sity’s Wellness, Recreation and 
Activities Center is continuing 
to offer live group exercise class-
es through WebEx during the 
mandated closures to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19.
 Classes in kickboxing, car-
dio, yoga, barre and more are 
scheduled each week and can be 
streamed through a laptop, com-
puter of smart device.
 “The schedule changes week 
to week, but once one gets on 
board, they will see these chang-

es and be able to connect with 
all of these classes daily during 
each week,” said Patric DuBois, 
WRAC director.
 To access from a laptop or 
computer, use the link provided 
on the NSULA WRAC Facebook 
page or nsulafitness on Insta-
gram, join the meeting using your 
browser or download the WebEx 
app for your laptop/computer. 
Enter your information (name 
and email) or sign in if you have 
an account already.
   If using a smart device such 

as a cellphone, tablet or iPad, go 
to nsula.webex.com or download 
the app on your smart device. 
Click “Join a Meeting” and use 
the meeting number and pass-
word in the spaces provided.
 People who are not on social 
media can email Kaitlyn Hamm 
at richardsk@nsula.edu to be 
added to the email list to receive 
links, meeting numbers and pass-
words.
 “It is something nice people 
can enjoy that NSU can provide 
to them,” DuBois said.

NSU WRAC offers online exercises 
classes so quarantiners can stay fit

 After spending more than four years 
at Newberry College, Eric Schwager has 
joined the Northwestern State Athletic 
Department as its director of strength 
and conditioning.
 Schwager comes to NSU after serving 
as the director of strength, conditioning 
and athletic performance at Newberry Col-
lege where he helped the Wolves capture 
the 2016 Southern Atlantic Conference 
football championship.
 At Newberry, Schwager was in 
charge of a 22-sport program and di-
rectly designed and implemented all 
facets of strength and conditioning for 
the Wolves’ football, women’s soccer 
and softball programs while managing a 
staff of three assistants.
 Schwager’s hire is subject to approval 
of the Board of Supervisors of the Univer-
sity of Louisiana System, of which North-
western State is a member.
 “What I like most about Erik, among 
his many qualities, is the fact he wants 
to be here, and he is hitting the ground 
running,” said Director of Athletics Greg 
Burke. “His social media posts outlining 

‘Stay at Home’ workout concepts reflect 
the level of dedication he has and will con-
tinue to have when our student-athletes 
return to campus. We all look forward to 
having Erik and his wife, Ashley, join the 
NSU Demon family.”
 Schwager comes to Natchitoches with 
a varied background that includes stops at 
Hartford, where 
he worked with 
Major League 
Baseball first-
round selection 
Sean Newcomb, 
Limestone Col-
lege and with the 
Batavia Muck-
dogs, a Class A 
affiliate of the St. 
Louis Cardinals.
 He also has 
experience at 
Princeton, Mich-
igan State and South Florida and was the 
owner and director of H.I.T. Advanced 
Training, LLC.
 “There was a sense of a family atmo-

sphere,” Schwager said. “Mr. Burke and 
everyone has been so helpful. I heard great 
things about the program and the direc-
tion of the school. It intrigued me to come 
down here.
 “(Former director of strength and con-
ditioning Jared Myatt) told me I would love 
it. He said they have great athletic programs, 

and his experience here was amazing. Thus 
far, it’s lived up to the hype even if I’m not 
on campus. The kids and coaches are great. 
I can’t wait to get them in the weight room.”

 Schwager’s background made him an 
attractive replacement for Myatt, who is 
now at Texas Tech.
 “The versatility of his background 
and obvious passion for strength and con-
ditioning will be contagious with our stu-
dent-athletes in every sport,” said Burke, 
who noted the committee included a mem-
ber of the athletic training staff as well as 
a male and female student-athlete. “He ar-
ticulated a solid, but flexible, approach to 
sports performance that made a very pos-
itive impression on the hiring committee 
for this position.”
 Schwager is a 2009 graduate of Lock 
Haven University and earned his master’s 
from California University of Pennsylva-
nia in 2012.
 He is a National Strength and Condi-
tioning Association certified strength and 
conditioning specialist, a National Speed 
and Explosion Association certified speed 
specialist and the NASE state director 
for Connecticut, a National Academy of 
Sports Medicine PES certified perfor-
mance enhancement specialist and is CPR/
AED certified.

NSU hires Schwager as director 
of  strength and condit ioning
by Jason Pugh,  Assistant AD for Media Relations

Toledo Bend Lunker Bass Program announces recent catches
Philip Bell of Hornbeck, LA caught this 10.03 
lb. fish on March 21, 2020 and weighed it in 
at the Toledo Town and Tackle. Congratulations 
on your catch. This is fish number 034 for May 
2019 to May 2020.

Dale Fowler of Converse, LA caught this 10.47 
lb. fish on March 21, 2020 and weighed it in 
at the Toledo Town and Tackle. Congratulations 
on your catch. This is fish number 032 for May 
2019 to May 2020.

Sam Laprarie of Pineville, LA caught this 
10.21 lb. fish on March 18, 2020 and 
weighed it in at the Buckeye Landing Ma-
rina. Congratulations on your catch. This is 
fish number 031 for May 2019 to
May 2020.

Mike Richard of Sulphur, LA caught this 
10.24 lb. fish on March 23, 2020 and 
weighed it in at the Fin and Feather Resort. 
Congratulations on your catch. This is fish 

number 035 for May 2019 to May 2020.

Tommy Washington of Milam, TX caught 
this 10.35 lb. fish on March 21, 2020 and 
weighed it in at the Keith’s Toledo Bend 
Tackle. Congratulations on your catch. 
This is fish number 033 for May 2019 to
May 2020. 

courtesy photos

 Philip Bell Dale Fowler Sam Laprarie Mike Richard Tommy Washington

 Recently, LDWF has had to respond to several fake news arti-
cles, one regarding increased fishing fines and, most recently, the 
supposed forced closure of hunting and fishing season because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 None of it is true. 
 Any valid information regarding LDWF 
actions is on our website at: www.wlf.la.gov 
or our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/ldwffb/
 Please verify the accuracy of any information at these sites 
before sharing it on social media.
 View more details here:
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/news/ldwf-alert-be-aware-of-fake-hunt-
ing-and-fishing-announcements

LDWF responds to several 
fake news articles
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 Alumna Kimberly Eckert committed 
to advocacy for students, teachers Brusly 
High  School teacher and Northwestern 
State University alumna Kimberly Eckert 
was named one of 50 finalists for the $1 
million Varkey Foundation Global Teacher 
Prize. Each year, the Varkey Foundation 
partners with the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) to recognize a teacher who has 
made an outstanding contribution to the 
teaching community. To be considered, 
a teacher must be nominated by a former 
finalist then complete a comprehensive ap-
plication process.
 The top 50 shortlist has representatives 
from 37 countries. Eckert is Louisiana’s 
first Global Teacher Prize finalist and just 
one of five from the United States this year.
 Eckert earned a bachelor’s degree in 
social work at Northwestern State, com-
pleted her teacher preparation program 
through LRCE and earned a master’s de-
gree in special education at NSU. She is 
currently two courses short of a second 
master’s in curriculum and instruction with 
a reading focus from NSU.
 She has been teaching in West Baton 
Rouge Parish for 11 years. In addition to 
teaching English I, she has also served 
as a special education inclusion teacher, 
a reading interven tionist, speech teach-
er, mentor and master teacher as well 
as an instructional coach. Since being 
named Louisiana’s teacher of the Year 
in 2018, Eckert has spearheaded the 
Educator’s Rising program as the state 
coordinator, working to bring it to com-

munities across Louisiana. The program 
focuses on elevating and diversifying 
the teaching community by encouraging 
high school students to begin training 
for a teaching career.
 Eckert spoke about how the last two 
years has impacted her teaching and career.
 “My work, the reasons why I teach, 
my commitment to advocacy for students 
and teachers...none of that has changed,” 
she said. “However, I’ve been given a 
t r e m e n d o u s 
responsibility 
and a mega-
phone to am-
plify my work 
and the needs 
of Louisiana 
c l a s s r o o m s . 
The things I 
valued and 
would strive to 
communicate 
in my first nine 
years of teach-
ing remained 
the same, but 
over the past 
three years more people started to listen.
 “I do not believe teachers should have 
to win awards to be recognized as experts 
in our field, but I will take every opportu-
nity that comes my way to ensure people 
know that, too. As for teaching, my stu-
dents impact me the most every day. They 
don’t care about having a teacher with 
awards. They just need a teacher they can 
trust to teach them, love them, and fight 

for them.”
 Eckert said the greatest need now 
is enough educators to give every 
child a high-quality education and 
their best access to options, no matter 
their zip code.
 “This is a promise we have made to 
students, and it’s one that is impossible 
to keep until we mitigate teacher short-
age by bolstering the pipeline, retain-
ing and supporting the effective teach-

ers we have 
and elevating 
the teaching 
profession so 
that top talent 
sees it for the 
life-changing, 
global force 
that it is,”she 
said. “Though 
my research 
and efforts to 
recruit teachers 
started years 
ago, my work 
with Educators 
Rising has al-

lowed me to not only empower myself, 
but to also empower other districts to ac-
tually do something about teacher short-
age. Even if every program is only able 
to produce a teacher or two through Ed 
Rising, we’ll still end up with two more 
21st century teachers committed to equi-
ty for all. Given that one highly skilled 
teacher is able to impact hundreds of 
lives. I’d say that’s tremendous. 

 “She’said great teachers know that 
student success comes not strictly from 
tests and grading, but from relationships, 
connections and figuring out how to 
help human beings thrive. Connections 
are especially important amid social dis-
tancing and distance learning during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its disruption 
of the spring 2020 school year.
 “We’ve all quickly started to real-
ize the weight and role of teachers and 
schools in our communities given the 
epic exodus of our access to them. How-
ever, we still have access to each other,” 
she said. 
 When asked to offer words of en-
couragement to teachers and students, 
she shared the following. 
 “To teachers, you’ve never been 
more needed and valued. We have col-
lectively shown an entire world what we 
do with limited resources, intense de-
mands, very little time, and seemingly 
endless change. We teach, we connect, 
we adapt so that our students can thrive. 
We’re irreplaceable. Take care of your-
self but take courage from this moment. 
People see you.
 “To my own students, I’ve told them 
that their whole generation all across the 
world will be defined, in part, by these 
moments. With the moments that we 
have, like all the others, make the most 
out of them. During these crazy times, 
try your best to work hard, play harder, 
love hardest. None of this was expect-
ed, but for the first time in forever, the 
whole world is in it together.”

Alumna Kimberly Eckert committed 
to advocacy for students, teachers

Brusly High School teacher and NSU alumna 
Kimberly Eckert is one of the finalist for the Varkey 
Foundation Global Teacher Prize. 
courtesy photo

 Dr. Eddie Horton, assistant professor 
in Northwestern State University’s Depart-
ment of Computer Information Systems, 
won the Distinguished Paper Award pre-
sented at the Association of Business In-
formation Systems/Federation of Business 
Disciplines. Horton collected the award at 
the FBD conference in San Antonio earlier 
this month prior to social distancing.
 “My paper focused on the issues stu-
dents and faculty have in communica-
tion and what are some things that can be 
done,” he explained. “Essentially, findings 
are that faculty still prefer face to face and 
phone conversations where students over-
whelmingly prefer email or some other 
form of asynchronous communication.”
 Horton holds the deVargas, LaCaze and 

Pierson Endowed Professorship of Busi-
ness at NSU and is vicepresident of the As-
sociation of Business Information Systems.
 Current events brought the topic into 
sharp relevance as NSU will operate with 
online and alternate coursework delivery 
for the remainder of the semester amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Horton said 
students and faculty will be forced to be 
more flexible and the university could 
consider a policy in which students and 
faculty respond to emails within a speci-
fied time period.
 “Faculty have to be more diligent in 
emails and students have to increase oth-
er methods of communication,” he said. 
“In light of all the recent events, I’d like 
to conduct the study again in about a year, 

and see if this forced online time changed 
any perceptions,” Horton said.
 NSU’s Computer Information Systems 
program offers curricula leading to the 
Bachelor of Science degree in CIS. The 
program is offered on-campus in Natchi-
toches, online and in a competency-based 
format through Electronic and Continuing 
Education. CIS classes are also streamed 
to the Leesville/Fort Polk, Alexandria and 
Barksdale campus each semester.
 For information on CIS at Northwest-
ern State, visit https://www.nsula.edu/
computer-information-systems/.

Business professor wins award for research
on student-faculty communication issues

 Lauren Hebert of Leon-
ville, a radiologic technology 
student Northwestern State 
University, was selected to 
participate in the American So-
ciety of Radiologic Technolo-
gists 2020 Student Leadership 
Development Program.
 The ASRT represents 
more than 156,000 members 
who perform medical imaging 
procedures or plan and deliv-

er radiation therapy 
treatments. The So-
ciety also provides 
radiologic technolo-
gy students with the 
tools, services and 
   
   
   
   
   
   

support they need to prepare for careers  
in medical imaging and radiation therapy.
 Hebert will receive an all-expens-
es-paid trip to the 2020 ASRT Educa-
tional Symposium and Annual Gover-
nance and House of Delegates Meeting, 
June 24-28, in Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico. In addition, Hebert will attend ed-
ucational courses specifically designed 
for students, attend the House of Dele-
gates meetings and be assigned a profes-
sional meeting partner.

 Hebert was one of nearly 100 ra-
diologic science students from around 
the country chosen to participate in 
the program.
 “After graduation, I hope to ad-
vance my training in cardiovascular 
ultrasound,” she said. “I also intend to 
obtain a master’s degree in a health-
care-related field.”
For more information about the ASRT 
and opportunities for radiologic science 
students, visit www.asrt.org/students.

NSU student Lauren Hebert selected for 
ASRT 2020 student leadership program

Dr. Eddie Horton holding the Distinguished 
Paper Award. He was presented the 

award in San Antonio earlier this year. 
courtesy photo

NSU’s radiologic 
technology student 
Lauren Hebert.
courtesy photo
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WHY ADVERTISE IN
AROUND THE TOWN?
We offer more coverage at lower cost

than any other area media!

Contact Tommy O’Con
and set up an appointment to learn more!

(318) 471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you 
and to meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability.
In addition to the dates given, someone can visit www.platinumdriving-
school.org to obtain further information or to sign up. Our dates are list-
ed at this website.

Thank you for your business and may God richly bless you!

Platinum Driving SchoolPlatinum Driving School

Our Locations
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
335 South Dr., Natchitoches, LA 71457
5039 Cutoff Rd, Coushatta, LA 71019

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for theReady for the

Open Road?Open Road?

Please call  318-652-0382 or 318-652-0384 Or Visit
www.platinumdrivingschool.org to register

GQ FashionsGQ Fashions
hourshours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm

Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

“If we don’t have what you need
we can order it”

Kids 5-PC Suits
Regular $89.99

Now Only $59.99

Mens 2-PC Suit
Coat Sizes (48-58) 

$129
Coat Sizes (34-46) 

$99

JOHN J. BLAKE, III
Senior Vice President

NMLS# 776190
......................................
795 San Antonio Ave.

Many, LA 71449
(318) 256-6161 phone

(318)256-6156 fax
(318)581-5113 mobile

jblake@cbofla.bank
http://www.communitybankofla.

bank

Saturday, May 9
LA BASS High School Championship
San Miguel Park
381 San Miguel Rd, Zwolle, LA 71486
(318) 645-6748

Toledo Cruisers 7th Annual May Daze
Downtown Many, LA
9:00 am-2:00 pm; Awards at 1:00 pm
Spectators are FREE!
$20.00 vehicle entry fee; $10.00 each additional entry
Door prizes, goodie bags and old time Rock & Roll music!
Pink Sisters of Sabine is the charity recipient.
For more information, emailtoledocruisers@gmail.com

“Happy Hours” Painting Class
750 Highway 171 Byp, Many, LA 71449
$20 class fee. Call to reserve your spot 318-228-7767

Wednesday, May 13
Mercer Bears at Northwestern State Demons Baseball
Brown-Stroud Field  - 6:00 pm
4899 LA -1 Natchitoches, Louisiana

Friday, May 15 to Sunday, May 17
Southwest Region Texas B.A.S.S. Nation
San Miguel Park
381 San Miguel Rd
Zwolle, LA 71486
for more information visit https://www.texasbassonline.com/

Saturday, May 16,  10:45 am to Sunday, May 17
2020 VGA Louisiana Tour at Cypress Bend Golf Resort
1719 Cypress Bend Dr, Many,  LA - 9:00 am
Call (318) 256-0346

Saturday, May 16
5 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tentative LHSBN State Championship
San Miguel Park - Sra Marina H894+37 Zwolle, 8, LA
These dates are tentative only due to the Covid-19 situation... 
Official Practice Day is Friday, May 15th, 
tournament is May 16th 
San Miguel State Park has a few cabins & several campsites.
Call (318) 645-6748

Voices 4 Autism Walk 2020 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Natchitoches City Park, Natchitoches, LA
Call (318) 529-0638

“Happy Hours” Painting Class
750 Highway 171 Byp, Many, LA 71449
Join Shanna Gaspard at the Many Train Depot Art Gallery 
to create tile coasters!
$20 class fee. Call to reserve your spot 318-602-1614

Movies in Many “The Art of Racing In The Rain”
Fundraising event for Sabine Humane Society - 7:00 pm
Concessions: cokes and popcorn
Call (318) 256-3651

Sunday, May 17
Dazzle Dance Center-2020 Recital
AA Frederick Theater - NSU campus - 5:00-7:00 pm
Natchitoches, Louisiana
Call (318) 228-8251

Monday, May 25 to June 1, 2020
Bassmaster Nation
Cypress Bend Park, 503 Peace Ave., New Braunfels, TX

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Due to COVID-19 please verify 

the event is still taking place
before planning to participate

The historic Sabine Parish theater in downtown Many, which 
now serves as the town’s community center, recently dis-
played the above message on the marquee. The Many Com-
munity Center remains closed to all shows and events until at 
least May 4 when the town council is expected to take action 
on the current  lockdown. 
caption and photo by staff reporter Nora Drenner
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628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTSSWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your Orders NOW
318-352-5910318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
              Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 714498800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

RRoocckkiinn

Gift ShopGift Shop
&&

RockingRocking Chairs Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

RRoobbiinn

OpenOpen
Sunday - Thursday Sunday - Thursday 

11-9pm11-9pm
Friday & SaturdayFriday & Saturday

11-10pm11-10pm

Best Salsa in Town!Best Salsa in Town!
Phone 318-256-1338 Phone 318-256-1338 

Happy Hour

Happy Hour

Sunday-Thursday 

Sunday-Thursday 

4-7pm
4-7pm

11838 Texas Hwy, Many, Louisiana 7144911838 Texas Hwy, Many, Louisiana 71449

 Northwestern State Uni-
versity First Lady Jennifer 
Maggio is introducing the 
second edition of “In Good 
Taste,” the popular cook-
book produced by the Cam-
pus Women’s Organization 
in 1989.
 The 2020 edition of “In 
Good Taste,” features an up-
dated cover design by NSU’s 
retiring Director of Publica-
tions Beth Mann and reci-
pes from recent first ladies 
Brenda Webb, Tonia Hen-

derson and Maggio. NSU 
alumna Cheryl Gianforte de-
signed the original cover and 
produced the drawings found 
within the cookbook.
 “Thirty years ago, the 
NSU Campus Women’s Club 
created the cookbook, ‘In 
Good Taste.’ This was the 
heartfelt labor of so many 
NSU faculty, staff and 
alumni. It is full of amaz-
ing recipes,” Maggio said. 
“I received the cookbook as 
a wedding gift many years 

ago. You can see which reci-
pes are my favorite by the 
food stains on the pages. We 
hope to continue the legacy 
of the Campus Women’s 
Club with this second edi-
tion printing.”
 The cookbook is available 
for purchase online at http://
www.northwesternstatealum-
ni.com/ingoodtaste/ at an in-
troductory cost of $25 with a 
$3 shipping and handling fee. 
Proceeds will support schol-
arships for students.

2nd edition of NSU’s ‘In Good Taste’ 
cookbook available online

During this time, these people don’t get 
to work from home. Please keep them 
and their families in your prayers too.
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1790 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-352-9876               800-256-9818

www.weekstractor.net

& Supply& Supply

MoreMore
TractorTractor
for your for your 
money.money.

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Dining Room
 Closes 2pm 

Daily

OPEN Mon-Sat 10am-3pm

Smokehouse Barbecue
DRIVE-THRU & DINE-IN

318-256-9080
Open Monday-Saturday 10am-3pm

805 Hwy 171 Bypass • Many, LA

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

Advertise here in our
Shop Local

block
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Important Update from Natchitoches Regional Medical Center

Time Sensitive Medical and Surgical Procedures
Effective April 27, 2020, the Louisiana Department of Health has stated that 
certain medical, surgical and dental procedures are now allowable for time-
sensitive medical conditions based on the professional judgement of the 
medical or dental professional.

As a result, NRMC’s clinics and the hospital will re-open key services to align with 
the need for time-sensitive care as determined by medical professionals. It is 
important for our community to have access to care for non-COVID-19 illnesses, 
diseases, and injuries. Timely care can help prevent more serious illnesses and 
complications. Please speak with your physician or nurse practitioner if you feel 
you have a time-sensitive health concern. NRMC is committed to providing a safe 
environment in accordance with the Louisiana Department of Health and CMS 
guidance. 

Wearing Masks and Handwashing
Anyone entering an NRMC clinic or the hospital will be screened for COVID-19. All 
patients, visitors, Associates and physicians must wear masks as a precaution. Hand 
sanitizer stations are conveniently located throughout the hospital and clinics. 

COVID-19 Patients
While most people are able to recover at home from the virus, NRMC provides care 
for COVID-19 patients who need hospitalization. These services are provided in a 
special part of the hospital with dedicated staff who wear appropriate personal 
protection and follow all safety policies. 

Our Residents
As a precaution,  The Courtyard of Natchitoches and Natchitoches Assisted Living 
are not allowing visitors or guests at this time.  By limiting the number of people 
entering our residences, we are better able to minimize the risks to our residents, 
many of whom are seniors or have underlying health issues.

Community Testing
We are continuing 
community testing for the 
virus one-day a week on 
Tuesdays • 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Central Louisiana Technical 
Community College 
6587 Highway 1 • Natchitoches

The criteria has 
changed to include:

• Over 65 years old
• Direct Contact with 
  Covid-19  Patient
• Immune Compromised
• Pregnant
• Hypertension
• Kidney Disease

Please note that running 
a fever is no longer part of 
the screening process. The 
drive-through screening 
takes about 5 minutes, and if 
NRMC Associates recommend 
testing, this is also done at the 
drive-through site. Results will 
be available in approximately 
3 days. Please bring a photo 
identification and your 
insurance cards.

For More Information
Visit NRMChospital.org for COVID-19 updates. 

501 Keyser Avenue  |  Natchitoches, LA 71457  |   318.214.4200   |  www.NRMChospital.org

Caring 
for Your 
Health


