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Hundreds turn out in late April for the “Waves and Whistles Parade” to say 
hello to friends and family residing at the Many Healthcare & Rehabilitation 
Center. Leading the parade of cars, trucks and more was Many mayor Ken 
Freeman.  Residents displayed signs of their own to say hello to their loved 
ones rolling through.  Due to coronavirus, the residents have been in lockdown 
since mid-March.

 Sabine Sheriff Ronny Rich-
ardson recently received no-
tification from the Louisiana 
Commission on Law Enforce-
ment  and  the Northwest Law 
Enforcement Planning District 
that the grant application sub-
mitted on behalf of the Sabine 
Parish Sheriff’s Department  
requesting funding to provide 
Sabine Parish with the services 
of a Victims of Crime Facili-

tator had been awarded.  The 
grant totals  $64,142. 
 “This funding will enable 
the Sheriff’s Department to 
utilize the services of a  Vic-
tims of Crime Facilitator  to 
effectively and efficiently 
provide services and guidance 
to victims in cases of child 
abuse, domestic abuse and sex-
ual abuse,” commented Sheriff 
Ronny Richardson.  

 “The Sheriff’s Office rou-
tinely interacts with victims 
and witnesses who are faced 
with significant emotional, 
psychological, and financial 
stress as the result of traumatic 
incidences and crime victim-
ization. This facilitator will en-
sure that victims and witnesses 
receive immediate intervention 
and assistance. The Facilitator, 
Ms. Sherri Bennett, will work 

with victims based on their 
individual needs and will do 
what can be done to meet those 
needs”, he added.  
  The grant is part of the Vic-
tims of Crimes Act which aims 
to provide direct services to 
crime victims.  During his two 
terms in office, Sheriff Rich-
ardson has received almost 
$150,000.00 in grant money 
for the department.

LCLE Awards Grant to Sabine Parish Sheriff’s Department

Sabine Parish Sheriff Ronny 
Richardson.

is a huge success

photos and caption 
by staff reporter 
Nora Drenner

Waves and Whistles Parade

 Sabine Parish native Cade Brum-
ley has been named new state su-
perintendent of education.  The 
Louisiana Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (BESE) select-
ed Brumley on May 20.
 Brumley, current Jefferson Par-
ish School System superintendent, 
taught school and served as princi-
pal of Converse High School before 
moving to superintendent of Desoto 
Parish schools.  He was one of six 
finalists for the LA Department of 
Education  position. 
 To win the position, Brumley 
had to receive at least eight votes 
from the 11-person BESE  board. 
Also nominated  for the position 
among the six  finalists  were Jessica 
Baghian with the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Education and Lonnie Luce, 

current executive director of Blend-
ed & Online School Solutions and  
superintendent for Charter Schools 
USA Louisiana.
 In the first round of voting, nei-
ther of the three nominated  candi-
dates received enough votes to se-
cure the position.  Following a brief 
recess, a second round of nomina-
tions  took place with Brumley and 
Baghian  taking the lead. 
 Baghian received six aye votes 
and five  nay votes; Brumley re-
ceived  eight ayes and  three nays. 
Now that  Brumley has been selected, 
the next step is confirmation  by the 
state legislature, as well as contract 
and  salary negotiations which is also 
reviewed by the Joint Legislative 
Committee on the Budget. 
  Brumley is filling the top state 

education position that was vacated 
by John White in March. In the inter-

im, Beth Scioneaux has been serving 

as acting state superintendent.
 Brumley began his teaching ca-
reer in Caddo Parish before moving 
back to his hometown  to serve  as  
teacher, coach, assistant principal, 
and  principal. The next leg of his ca-
reer was six years as superintendent 
of DeSoto Parish, which advanced 
to one  of the top-rated  districts in 
the state  under his leadership. And, 
since 2018 Brumley and has been 
Jefferson Parish superintendent.  
 He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
health and human performance with 
a minor in social studies at North-
western State in 2002, a master’s in 
education administration from LSU-
S in 2004 and a doctorate in educa-
tion leadership at Stephen F. Austin 
in 2007.
 Brumley is also a graduate of the 

Harvard Superintendents Academy 
and author of “Leadership Standards 
in Action: The School Principal as 
Servant-Leader,” which was pub-
lished in 2011.  He and his wife have 
two children - both boys. 
 Following the announcement,  
Sabine Parish School Board mem-
bers, SPSB  Superintendent Dr. 
Sara  Ebarb and staff sent their most 
sincere congratulations to Dr. Cade 
Brumley. “Cade is the right person 
for the job, and we are excited to 
work with him as our state leader” 
said Dr. Ebarb.  SPSB  President 
Terrell Snelling commented , “I 
have known Cade since he was a 
boy; he is intelligent, goal oriented, 
and they could not have selected a 
better person to lead education in 
our state.”

Sabine Parish native Cade Brumley named
new state superintendent of education
story by staff reporter Nora Drenner 

Sabine Parish native Cade Brum-
ley, the newly elected state super-
intendent of education.
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 The death of three infants in Sa-
bine Parish over the last three weeks 
prompts sheriff Ronny Richardson  
to remind folks children should 
sleep in their crib or bed, not with 
their parents. 
 “It is with sadness that I report 
that we have had three deaths re-
cently of infants while sleeping in 
the bed with adults,” said sheriff  
Richardson in a post on sheriff’s 
office Facebook page. “ I am in no 
way accusing or admonishing these 
parents.  Many of us parents and 
grandparents have probably slept 

with our babies and were lucky.  We 
at the sheriff’s office simply want to 
appeal to anyone doing this and not 
putting the children in their crib or 
baby bed to realize the possibility of 
tragedy exists.” 
 He continued, “It’s like letting 
your children ride in an automo-
bile unrestrained, it’s a gamble with 
their lives.  I pray for these parents 
who lost children that God will give 
them a peace that only he can give.  
I also plead that others will heed this 
warning. Our children are our great-
est assets.”

 According to Sabine Parish cor-
oner office reports, six-month-old 
Byron Bolton was pronounced dead 
by paramedics at his Zwolle home 
on April 19 after his mother woke 
from a midday nap to find him un-
derneath her. He was not breathing. 
 The coroner office report on the 
death of 11-week-old Ethan Am-
mons, of Pleasant Hill,  on  April 
28 states his mother fed him and put 
him down for a nap face up in his 
playpen;  when she returned later the 
mother found the infant face down 
and nonresponsive. 

 Three-month-old Tayten Tate of 
Pitkin died during the early morning 
hours of May 3.  According to pre-
liminary reports, the parents were at 
their family camp in Many, and they 
slept with the infant and his two-
year-old brother in a makeshift king-
sized bed made up of two mattresses 
put together. Around 5:30 a.m.,  the 
mother discovered the baby  face 
down between the mattresses. He 
was rushed to Sabine Medical Cen-
ter where he was pronounced dead.
 The infant deaths remain un-
der investigation. 

Three infants die in recents weeks while sleeping with their parents
staff reporter Nora Drenner

  Phase one opening of the state be-
gan  Friday, May 15.  As a result, the 
stay at home order was lifted, howev-
er, the elderly and those with  under-
lying health issues and compromised 
immune systems are encouraged to 
remain sheltered in place.  
 The phase one opening mir-
rors the guidelines set by the White 
House in April. As a result, churches, 
barbers, hair and nail salons, gyms 
and fitness centers, restaurants, cof-
fee shops, cafes and theaters can 
open as long as strict social distanc-

ing  guidelines and sanitation proto-
cols are followed.
 Museums, zoos  and aquariums 
are also allowed to open as long as 
there are no tactile exhibits.  Initial-
ly, only stores in malls with exterior 
entrances could open, but Gov. Ed-
wards later rescinded that require-
ment and shopping mall retailers 
with interior entrances  are open un-
der the same guidelines other retail-
ers follow.
 Massage parlors, spas, bars 
without food permits and tattoo 

parlors are among the businesses 
remaining  closed.
 Guidelines for those allowed to 
open include occupancy rates of 25 
percent of normal to allow for  proper 
social distancing. Occupancy ca-
pacity is based on  the gross square 
footage of the building and the use of 
the building, as well as  the amount 
of square footage  required  for indi-
viduals to stay six feet apart. The oc-
cupancy capacity includes employees 
and customers. Folks can go to open-
safely.la.gov for more information.

  Phase One reopening remains in 
effect until at least June 5, said Gov. 
Edwards.  The next announcement 
regarding remaining at phase one or 
moving to phase two was expected  
to be made on June 1. 
 Additionally, Gov. Edwards at-
tributed an increase in testing  and 
contact tracing to the decision to 
enter phase one. Also, positive 
results are going down as testing 
ramps up, and hospitals are not 
overwhelmed with COVID-19 cas-
es, said Edwards.

Phase One of opening Louisiana began May 15
staff reporter Nora Drenner

Natchitoches 
police officer 
arrested for 
speeding
 A Natchitoches police offi-
cer was arrested for speeding in 
Winn parish. The Natchitoches 
Police Department is releasing 
the following statement:
 On May 14 at 9:46 p.m. 
Natchitoches Police Officer 
Brittany Byrd was stopped for 
driving 100 MPH in a 55 MPH 
Zone by Sheriff Cranford Jor-
don on Hwy 84 in Winn Parish. 
As per their standard operating 
procedure, she was arrested 
and booked into the Winn Par-
ish Jail and was released on a 
$10,000.00 Bond. According to 
Sheriff Jordon himself, she did 
not attempt to flee, nor did she 
ever tell them that she could not 
be arrested.
 No police officer is above 
the law. Officer Byrd will have 
to answer for her transgres-
sions in Winn Parish. Addition-
ally, Officer Byrd is under in-
vestigation by the Natchitoches 
Police Department’s Internal 
Affairs Unit for potential pol-
icy violations. As this is a per-
sonnel matter, the Natchitoches 
Police Department will have no 
further comments.
 All persons accused of 
crime are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in the court 
of law. Any questions concern-
ing this arrest should be direct-
ed to the arresting authority.

Blaze on Natchitoches’ downtown Front Street heavily 
damages two businesses; cause electrical malfunction
story and photos by staff reporter Nora Drenner

 State Fire Marshal deputies continue to 
investigate the cause of a fire that heavily 
damaged two buildings on the north end 
of Front Street in downtown Natchitoches 
in April, however, an electrical malfunc-
tion is suspected to be the primary con-
tributing factor. 
 Natchitoches Fire Chief John Wynn said 
the Natchitoches Police Department re-
ported the fire about 5:30 a.m. on April 30. 
When fire crews arrived on scene a short 
time later, said Wynn, “the fire was going 
pretty good.”   The fire was under control 
around 7: 30 a.m., said, Wynn, however, 
fire crews remained on scene doing mop up 
until around 1 p.m.
 Mayeaux’s restaurant and All Tangled 
Up  sustained heavy damage, said Wynn,  
and the two businesses on either side—
Hello Dolly’s and  Bathhouse Soapery–  
sustained smoke and water damage.  Ad-
ditionally, noted Wynn, the townhomes 
located above Hello Dolly’s and Dickens 
& Company sustained smoke damage and 
the residents inside were evacuated. No 

injuries were reported to fire 

fighters or residents. 
 All fire units 
from Natchitoches’ 
Central Staion were 
called to extinguish 
the fire with additional 
crews from Natchi-
toches Fire District 6 
called to assist. State 
fire marshals were 
contacted to investi-
gate the cause of the 
fire, said Wynn, noting 
that is a requirement 
when commercial 
structures burn. 
 After assessing the scene, which in-
cluded video evidence, state fire marshal 
investigators determined the fire originated 
at Mayeaux’s Steakhouse restaurant, and de-
termined an electrical malfunction was likely 
the main cause. 
 State fire marshals commended the 
Natchitoches Fire Department on its excellent 
fire suppression efforts and for its partnership 
in the investigation. 

 The  Natchitoches City Council 
unanimously  approved a resolution 
changing the location of  a  utility ease-
ment  across the  property where the 
Hobby Lobby is being  built on Keyser 

Ave.  Such action took place during a 
special called meeting on May 5. 
 Mayor  Lee Posey noted the  
current easement ran through the 
middle of the property which made it 

difficult to build  parking lot among  
other issues. There was no opposition 
to  the change.
 As there were no other agenda 
items, the  meeting  was quickly  

adjourned.  All board members-- 
Lawrence Batiste, Dale Nielsen, 
Don Mims,  Councilman Eddie Har-
rington, and  Sylvia Morrow—were  
in attendance. 

Building of  Hobby Lobby on Keyser Ave in Natchitoches moves forward, 
thanks to a utility easement change by the city council 
by staff reporter Nora Drenner
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May 15, 2020
Mr. Colwell,
 As discussed with you this morning, the 
following information is being submitted in 
reference to the article your newspaper ran 
about my recent transition from Outpatient 
Medical Center Inc. The facts surrounding my 
transition are succinctly:
I fully satisfied my three year contractual 
agreement.
 Because of my sustained commitment to 
the company and community, I worked for 
several months absent a new contract
I did not leave the company on bad terms and 
I did not leave due to any fiscal mismanage-
ment of the company; which your article 
erroneously implied/inferred was the case by 
some “unknown source who desired to remain 
anonymous.” Such allegations made are ma-
terially and factually inaccurate and if I knew 
the person rendering such false accusations, 
I would personally sue them for liable and an 
attempt to disparage my public community 
service record.
 I was specifically recruited by the Board 
of Directors; because of my respected service 
record of stabilizing, turning around and 
growing over 9 multi-million dollar integrated 
health systems to date; to:
Get the health system back into HRSA regula-
tory compliance (accomplished)
Reposition the health system for growth (ac-
complished)
Grow the health system (accomplished)
Identify/obtain new health system funding 
sources (accomplished)
Strengthen/grow our health system community 
stakeholder relationships (accomplished)
Design/implement a health system rebranding 
strategy designed to improve community con-
fidence/utilization of the health system (plan 
implemented/remains a work in progress)
Diversify our health system services offered 
(accomplished)
Strengthen/stabilize and grow our health sys-
tem clinician staffing (accomplished)
Strengthen/stabilize our health system mid-
grade leadership infrastructure (accomplished)
Strengthen/stabilize our health system MIS/IT 
staffing infrastructure (accomplished)
Strengthen our health system Nurse Group 
staffing infrastructure (accomplished)
Strengthen/grow our Dental Service-Line staff-
ing infrastructure (accomplished)

Strengthen/grow our Behavioral Health Ser-
vices staffing infrastructure (accomplished)
Some of the heath system notable accomplish-
ments that transpired under my Administration 
include:
•Earning the confidence, love and support of 
numerous community stakeholders and leaders
•Strengthening/growing our health system 
clinician staffing across all of our company 
service-lines
•Successfully leading the health system 
through two annual independent Federal fiscal 
audits with no major audit findings
•Successfully leading the health system 
through one focused The Joint Commission 
audit and our recertification The Joint Com-
mission audit
•Successfully leading the health system 
through a focused Federal compliance audit
•Successfully leading the health system 
through numerous Health Plan medical record 
audits
•Increasing our health system patient census 
by over 50% where it historically tracked prior 
to my arrival
•Successfully leading the health system 
through an unplanned electronic health record 
conversion last year
•Grew the health system general operating 
budget by over $1 million dollars year over 
year; each year I was there (when I took over 
the health system operated 3 health centers, 
in three parishes and had a general operating 
budget of $5.5 million. The health system now 
operates 8 health centers, in four parishes with 
a general operating budget of $8.5 million)
•Successfully brought up a multi-million dollar 
school based health center service line which 
has grown from OMC Inc. operating one 
school based health center to now operating 
four
•Successfully brought up:
Internal Medicine Services
Dermatology Services
Podiatry Services
Physical Therapy Services
Telephone Preventative Care Services and; 
Positioned the health system to start growing 
their Pediatric patient market, most of which 
was lost prior to my arrival
And positioned the health system to bring up:
CDL Services
ECG Services
Spirometry Services

Outpatient Psychiatric Services (via telehealth)
Onsite Preventative Care Services to be of-
fered at some local prisons and;
Expanded school-based health services with 
two local but different school systems
Additionally; our Administration
•Was awarded over $1M in new Federal fund-
ing during the last part of 2019
•Was recently awarded close to $3M in new 
Federal and PPP Program funding
•Successfully acquired a multi-million dollar 
rural health clinic in Mansfield last year which 
expanded our health system footprint into 
DeSoto parish
•Brought up in-house Behavioral Health Ser-
vices in our Tallulah Health Center
•Brought up in-house Behavioral Health Ser-
vices in our Mansfield Health Center
•Brought up the offering of Black Women’s 
Health Change Your Lifestyle Services in all of 
our health centers
•More than tripled the number of colorectal 
screenings we perform
•Was the only FQHC in Louisiana awarded 
5 year $500,000 CDC-sponsored Black 
Women’s Health Initiative grant funding
•Is the only FQHC in the state of Louisiana 
that has brought up a CDC-recognized diabetes 
prevention quality program
•Successfully negotiated a new 3 year Federal 
contract; which was in jeopardy of not being 
renewed prior to my arrival; which played a 
pivotal role in continued Federal health system 
funding over the past three years
•Has received numerous company awards for 
our elevated community outreach efforts that 
transpired under my Administration (including 
picking up the Natchitoches parish Non-Profit 
Company of the Year award last year)
•Aligned the health system to support elevated 
staff diversity; which is in keeping with a 
FQHCs social equity community duty. The 
company is more diverse today than it has ever 
been and I am very proud of this as the face of 
the community health system should mirror the 
face of the diverse patient populations it serves
•Has received increased Federal Quality 
Program funding year over year I served as 
their CEO for sustained continually-elevated 
Quality Program performance attained
•Has supported increased community enhance-
ment sponsorships throughout my tenure as 
CEO of the health system.
 I received the prestigious Eric B. Taylor 

award last year for being recognized as one of 
the top FQHC CEOs in the state of Louisiana.
 I am in line to receive an award from 
former Superintendent Skinner for leadership 
exhibited in helping to bring up integrated 
school-based health services in Natchitoches 
parish and; I left the system profitable and 
poised for elevated profitability.
 These are just some of the numerous high-
lights of my Administrations accomplishments 
attained over the past 3 years. FQHC Boards 
have the right to hire a new CEO if they desire 
and when/where they do, I/we must respect 
their decision.   This said, my 
family and I will forever be grateful for the op-
portunity to help ensure the continued viability 
of a 43 year old institution that represents 
so much more than access to high-quality, 
cost-effective, culturally-sensitive integrated 
primary care services. And while the complex/
difficult work of a “change agent” is rarely 
recognized and appreciated in the moment, it 
is transformational work that I love; as I have 
dedicated my life to improving the lives of 
others; even when they cannot sometimes see 
the good of what is being done for them. So on 
behalf of my wife and family, I close:
 Thanking the OMC Inc. Board for the op-
portunity to serve them.
 Thanking the OMC Inc. staff for the op-
portunity to lead them and serve with them.
 Thanking the community for welcoming 
our family and supporting our family while 
I did the difficult change agent work I was 
sent here to do and; Letting you all know that 
we love, appreciate each of you, thoroughly 
enjoyed serving you and wishing your families 
the very best as we all move forward with our 
lives.
 Warmly,
 Carl I. Walters II.
 Healthcare Executive
 Former U.S. Naval Officer
 Medical Service Corp officer 
 (Hospital Administration trained)

(It is the opinion of Around The Town that 
former OMC CEO Carl I. Walters II should 
be commended for being extremely instru-
mental in rebranding the organization and 
strengthening numerous functional areas.)

Former Outpatient Medical
Center CEO responds to a 
recent newspaper article

(ATT Editor’s Note: The following letter from former Natchitoches Outpatient Medical Center CEO Carl I. Walters II, 
was sent to Natchitoches Times General Manager Steve Colwell in response to an article published 

on the front page of the May 14, 2020 issue of The Times)

 Natchitoches Regional Medical 
Center (NRMC) is pleased to an-
nounce that General Surgeon Dr. 
Steven Jackson has joined NRMC’s 
General Surgery Associates (GSA) 
and will work with Dr. William 
Ball, Jr, ensuring continual surgi-
cal care right here in Natchitoches 
for emergency surgeries, scheduled 
surgeries,and elective surgeries for 
both inpatients and outpatients.“We 
are excited to have Dr. Jackson 
join on our team,” explained Kirk 
Soileau, CEO. “He possesses the 
background, training and dedica-

tion to ensure outstanding surgical 
care. His expertise includes robotic 
surgery, wound care and hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy, and single incision 
laparoscopic surgery. He also has 
advanced training and experience in 
breast surgery, hernia repairs, lapa-
roscopic colon surgery, bariatrics 
(weight loss surgery), and upper and 
lower endoscopy,” Soileau noted. 
 Dr. Jackson comes to NRMC 
from Florida where he was an at-
tending general surgeon with Bay-
Care Medical Group in Newport 
Richey. Previously, he was with 

the Surgery Clinic in Gadsden, Ala-
bama, and with Forrest City Medi-
cal Center in Arkansas. During 
his career, Dr. Jackson has served 
in Directorships for Wound Care 
Management and also the Creden-
tialing Committee, as well as, Chief 
of Surgery. 
 Dr. Jackson earned a Doctor of 
Osteopathy from Oklahoma State 
University College of Health Sci-
ences. He then completed his in-
ternship and residency in General 
Surgery at Suncoast Hospital in 
Largo, Florida. He holds an un-

dergraduate degree in Physical 
Therapy from Florida A&M Uni-
versity and began his healthcare 
career as a Staff Physical Thera-
pist at HealthSouth Rehabilitation 
Hospital in Tallahassee, Florida. 
Dr. Jackson has academic afflia-
tions with William Carey Univer-
sity College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine as a member of the Adjunct 
Clinical Faculty and the Alabama 
College of Osteopathic Medicine’s 
Clinical Faculty. Dr. Jackson, his 
wife Natasha, and their three chil-
dren will reside in Natchitoches.

NRMC Welcomes Dr. Steven Jackson

For I am convinced that nothing can ever separate 
us from his love. Death can’t, and life can’t. The an-
gels won’t, and all the powers of hell itself cannot 
keep God’s love away. Our fears for today, our wor-

ries about tomorrow, or where we are--high above 
the sky, or in the deepest ocean--nothing will ever be 
able to separate us from the love of God demonstrat-
ed by our Lord Jesus Christ when he died for us.

Romans 8:38-39 TLB
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Name: 
Charlotte Ragsdale

Home: 
Natchitoches since 1995

Family: 
One daughter and 
three grandchildren

Volunteer: 
Crisis Pregnancy Center

for 10 years before I retired

Activities: 
I am involved in a couple

Bible studies and a senior group; in 
the summer I

go to water aerobics

Hobbies:  
Bird watching and identifying the 

local birds that use the birdbath in 
my yard

Motto I Live By:  
Always be in the right
relationship with God

N a t c h i t o c h e s  P a r i s h

 Coinciding with Gov. Ed-
wards’ phase one of reopening the 
state on May 15 following lock-
downs that began in mid- March 
was the expiration of all previous 
Sabine Parish and Town of Many 
proclamations. 
 Additionally, Town of Many 
mayor Ken Freeman issued a letter 
to the public stating the town would 
not actively enforce the governor’s 
Phase One decree.
 “In the last three months of 
federal, local and state proclama-
tions, I think that we, the people, 
fully understand the risk and dan-
gers of the Corona Virus,” said 

mayor Freeman in the letter. “I 
believe we also understand what 
measures we must take to protect 
ourselves, family and community 
from this risk and danger.” 
 He continued, “The 
Governor, for the last three 
months has not enforced his 
proclamation relying on lo-
cal governments and most of 
all citizens voluntarily adher-
ing to his proclamation. After 
Friday, May 15, the City of 
Many will not actively enforce 
the Governor’s proclamation 
and will instead rely on our citi-
zens to take what measures they 

know will protect themselves, 
f a m i l y 

and com-
munity from this disease.” 

 Mayor Freeman said to resi-
dents, “If you feel you need to 
shelter at home, that is your choice. 

Please continue to do so. How-
ever, for those who choose to 
resume life as normal, I strongly 
advise you to wear masks and 
practice social distancing and 
regularly wash your hands.” 
  Lastly, mayor Freeman 
spoke to  merchants saying, 
“For our local merchants who 

choose to open their establish-
ments, I strongly encourage you 
to have your employees who have 
direct contact with your custom-
ers to wear a mask at all times, 

sanitize counters after each cus-
tomer, sanitize shopping bug-
gies after each use, maintain the 
screen between your clerks and 
your customers and finally prac-
tice social distancing.” 
 Sabine Police Jury President 
Mike  McCormic also told Around 
the Town that local government 
was not enforcing the governor’s 
decree reiterating that local gov-
ernment  was responsible  for 
enforcement and it was unclear 
which  local agency that was - po-
lice department, sheriff’s office,  
office of homeland  security or 
some other agency. 

Town of Many and Sabine Parish are not enforcing phase one reopening
staff reporter Nora Drenner

Bruce Dyjack, coordinator of Postal Services at Northwest-
ern State University, recently prepares to mail over 1,300 
diplomas to spring 2020 graduates. Dyjack said about half 
were set to be mailed on a Wednesday and the other half 
Thursday. NSU honored Spring 2020 graduates with a vir-
tual commencement ceremony May 8 and has scheduled a 
traditional graduation ceremony for August 8.  The univer-
sity began a phased reopening May 18 and is making plans 
for face-to-face instruction this fall.

Pleasant Hill High 
School Principal is a 
semi-finalist for state 
principal of the year
staff reporter Nora Drenner

  Earlier this year Pleasant Hill 
High School principal Jarrad Rivers 
was named Sabine Parish principal of 
the year, and now he is in the running 
for Louisiana Principal of the year
 Each year 
school districts 
across Louisiana 
nominate out-
standing teachers 
and principals 
to the Louisi-
ana Department 
of Education 
(LDOE) for rec-
ognition through 
the Louisiana 
Teacher and Prin-
cipal of the Year 
Program.
 A f t e r 
nominations are 
complete, the 
LDOE selects 
24 semi-finalists in both the teacher 
and principal category from over 200 
nominations submitted by school 
districts. Candidates for principal of 
the year are selected based on their 
ability to demonstrate excellence in 
the educational field; demonstrate 
leadership and innovation that helps 
students and teachers be successful; 
collaborate with stakeholders to fos-
ter student and teacher success; and 
create a school culture of respect and 
achievement.
 Rivers’ name was submitted and 
now he has made the cut as a semi-
finalist. Rivers is a Sabine Parish  

native and 2000 graduate of Zwolle 
High School. Following high school, 
Rivers attended Northwestern State 
University in Natchitoches where he 

earned a bachelor’s 
degree in 2004 
and a mas-
ter’s degree in 
2011.
 He be-

gan his career in 
education at Con-
verse High School 
as a social studies 
teacher. In 2010, 
Rivers trans-
ferred to Pleasant 
Hill High School 
where he  con-
tinued teaching 
high school social 
studies and began 
coaching baseball.
 His school ad-

ministrative career began in 2013 as 
PHHS  assistant principal. In 2015 
Rivers assumed the position of Prin-
cipal at PHHS. 
 At  that time, PHHS’s School 
Performance Score (SPS) was a 63.8 
and had a letter grade of “D.” As of 
2019, PHHS has a SPS of 80.1 on the 
revised SPS scale, which is a letter 
grade of “B.” 
 Rivers attributes the 28.5-point 
gain to the resilience of the faculty 
and students, and the support of the 
parents and the community. PHHS 
was recognized as a “Top Gains 
School” in 2018. #Sabine Proud

Pleasant Hill High School principal 
Jarrad Rivers, is nominated semi-
finalist for Louisiana Principal of 
the Year.

NSU Mail Coordinator 
Bruce Dyjack prepares 
to mail more than 13,000 
diplomas to spring 2020 
graduates
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Crimes & Crashes

 A car traveling 128 miles per 
hour on Interstate-49 has led to the 
arrest of an attempted murder sus-
pect,  seizure of illegal narcotics and 
weapons on Sunday morning accord-
ing to Natchitoches Parish Sheriff 
Victor Jones.
 On Sunday morning May 10 at 
approximately 9:20 a.m., Deputies 
assigned to the NPSO Patrol Divi-
sion were patrolling on Interstate-49 
near Ajax when they observed and 
clocked a vehicle traveling south-
bound speeding 128 miles per hour 
in a posted 75 mph speed zone.
 NatCom 911 Center also re-
ceived reports of the vehicle travel-
ing at an excessive speed.
 Deputies stopped the white 2019 
Kia passenger car as it exited I-49 on 
La. Hwy 6 in Natchitoches.
 The operator of the vehicle was 
identified as 22-year-old Demario D. 
Braxton of Natchez, La.
 Deputies say while speaking with 
Braxton they smelled a strong mari-
juana odor as he replied he was in a 
rush to take someone to the hospital.
 Two passengers in the vehicle 
were identified as 18-year-old Mi-
chael A. Shields of Natchitoches 

and another individual that identified 
himself with a false name as Jason 
Jackson with an unknown DOB but 
later positively 22-year-old Donta S. 
Brimsey of Natchitoches.
 Deputies conducted a search of 
the vehicle, seizing a bottle of suspect-
ed promethaizine syrup, and a Micro 
Draco semi-automatic 7.62X39mm 
caliber pistol similar to an AK-47 
wrapped in a towel in the trunk and 
along with some .22 caliber bullets.
 A local warrants check revealed 
that Donta Brimsey was wanted by 
Natchitoches Police Department for 
Attempted Second Degree Murder 
in connection with a March 31st 
shooting on Welch Street in Natchi-
toches according to Sheriff-elect 
Stuart Wright.
Deputies arrested:
•Donta S. Brimsey, 22, of the 100 
block of Reba Street, Natchitoches 
transported and booked into the 
Natchitoches Parish Detention Cen-
ter charged with 1-count of Posses-
sion of a Legend Drug, Illegal Pos-
session of a Firearm by a Person 
convicted of a Felony, Resisting an 
Officer by Giving a False Name, and 
NPD Criminal Warrant for Attempt-

ed 2nd Degree Murder.
 Brimsey has a prior felony con-
viction for Aggravated Assault with 
a Firearm.
•Michael A. Shields, 18, of the 700 
block of Bossier Street, Natchitoches 
transported and booked into the 
Natchitoches Parish Detention Cen-
ter charged with 1-count of Posses-
sion of a Legend Drug.
•Demario D. Braxton, 22, of the 
100 block of Sam Clark Road, Nat-
chez transported and booked into the 
Natchitoches Parish Detention Cen-
ter charged with Speeding 128/75, 
1-count Possession of a Legend 
Drug, Possession of a Firearm by a 
Person convicted of a Felony, and 
Probation Violation.
 Braxton was convicted of a prior 
Aggravated Assault with a Firearm 
and remains on probation until 2021.
 A further investigation into 
Braxton’s suspicious behavior led 
to the discovery of a Smith and 
Wesson Walther .22 caliber semi-
automatic handgun, 4 suspected 
ecstasy tabs and 1-suspected alpra-
zolam narcotic pill.
 The Smith & Wesson handgun 
was reported stolen through Webster 

Parish authorities.
 Natchitoches Multi-Jurisdiction-
al Drug Task Force Agents also re-
sponded to assist in the investigation.
 Deputies also charged with 
Braxton with additional charges of: 
2-counts of Obstruction of Justice, 
1-count of Possession of a Firearm 
by a Person Convicted of a Felony, 
Illegal Possession of a Stolen Fire-
arm, Possession of Ecstasy with In-
tent to Distribute, Illegal Possession 
of a Firearm in the Presence of a 
Controlled Dangerous Substance and 
Possession of CDS IV Alprazolam.
 All three suspects remain in the 
Natchitoches Parish Detention Center.
 The rental vehicle was impounded.
 Involved in the investigation and 
arrests were: Deputies J. Creighton, 
M.Smith, Lt. S. LaCaze, Reserve 
Deputy A. Mitchell and Natchitoches 
Drug Task Force Agents.
 The investigation is ongoing.
 Sheriff-elect Stuart Wright said we 
are pleased that we have taken a vio-
lent attempted murder suspect, illegal 
narcotics and weapons off the streets. 
We will continue to aggressively pur-
sue criminal offenders in Natchitoches 
Parish to assure our citizens safety.”

Speeding vehicle leads to arrest of attempted 
murder suspect, weapons and narcotics

Demario D. Braxton

Michael A. Shields

Donta S. Brimsey

Deputies arrest north 
Natchitoches Parish 
woman on drug charges
 Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s 
Deputies arrested a north Natchi-
toches Parish woman on felony 
drug charges during a traffic stop 
on Wednesday evening according 
to the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s 
Office.
 On Wednesday evening May 13th 
at approximately 6:30pm, Deputies 
assigned to the NPSO Special Task 
Impact Patrol Unit were patrolling 
on La. Hwy 480 north of Campti 
when they stopped 
a 2007 Mitsubishi 
Eclipse for switched 
license plates.
 The operator of 
the vehicle was iden-
tified as 45-year-old 
Shannon Lynn Estes 
of Fairview Alpha.
 Deputies say Es-
tes informed them 
that she did not 
have a vehicle reg-
istration and the ve-
hicle was uninsured.
 During the traffic stop, deputies ob-
served several indicators that led them 
to believe criminal activity existed.
 Deputies obtained permission to 
search the vehicle.
 During a search of the vehicle, 
deputies discovered and seized 
2-bags containing approximately 
17 grams of methamphetamine 
with a potential street value of 

$1700.00, packaging materials 
commonly used for street sales of 
illegal narcotics, a weighing scale 
and drug paraphernalia.
Deputies arrested:
•Shannon Lynn Estes, 45, of 
the 200 block of Layfield Road, 
Fairview Alpha was transported 
and booked into the Natchi-
toches Parish Detention Center 
charged with Switched License 
Plates, No Compulsory Insur-

ance, Possession 
of CDS II Meth-
amphetamine with 
Intent to Distrib-
ute-2nd Offense, 
Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia, and 
other traffic of-
fenses.
 Estes remains 
in the Natchitoches 
Parish Detention 

Center with bond set 
at $24,000 by a Tenth 

Judicial District Court Judge.
 Deputies believe the illegal nar-
cotics was intended for distribution 
in north Natchitoches Parish.
 The seized narcotics will be submitted 
to the crime lab for narcotics analysis.
 The vehicle was impounded by a 
local wrecker service.
 The case file will be turned over 
to the Natchitoches Parish District 
Attorney’s Office for prosecution.

Shannon Lynn Estes

Deputies investigating suspicious 
vehicle near Campti arrest two on 
felony narcotics charges
 A Natchitoches man and woman 
were arrested in North Natchitoches 
Parish on felony drug charges that 
resulted in the seizure of metham-
phetamine, marijuana and ecstasy 
on Sunday evening according to the 
Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office.
 On Sunday evening May 10 at 
approximately 8:40pm, Deputies as-
signed to the NPSO Special 
Task Impact Patrol Unit 
were patrolling in the area of 
Campti Bayou and Dufrene 
Roads north of Campti due to 
recent citizen complaints of 
suspicious activity when they 
observed a white Cadillac 
Escalade parked off the road 
behind Lakeview School.
 When deputies pulled up 
to investigate the suspicious 
vehicle, the driver suddenly 
pulled off.
 Shortly thereafter, deputies 
stopped the 2004 Cadillac Escalade on 
Huffman Road for a traffic violation.
 Deputies identified the operator of 
the vehicle as 44-year-old Ociedrick L. 
Charles of Natchitoches, La.
 During the traffic stop, deputies 
observed alcoholic beverage contain-
ers and smelled a strong marijuana odor 
coming from within the vehicle.
 Charles appeared very nervous 
reaching into the vehicle, grabbing a 
vodka bottle throwing it on the ground.
 Deputies learned Charles driver’s 
license was suspended.

 A passenger in the vehicle was 
identified as 42-year-old Tonia Scott 
of Natchitoches.
 Both Charles and Scott were on 
parole or probation due to prior felo-
ny convictions.
 Deputies say when they asked 
Charles and Scott what were they do-
ing in the area, they responded they 

were visiting and hiding because it was 
mother’s day.”
 During a search of the vehicle, 
deputies seized approximately 7-grams 
of suspected methamphetamine a 
highly addictive narcotic, 12-grams of 
suspected marijuana (kush), suspected 
ecstasy tabs, and drug paraphernalia.
Deputies arrested:
•Ociedrick L. Charles, 44, of the 800 
block of Brewton Street, Natchitoches, 
La., transported and booked into the 
Natchitoches Parish Detention Center 
charged with Possession of CDS I Mar-
ijuana with Intent to Distribute, Posses-

sion of CDS II Methamphetamine with 
Intent to Distribute, 2nd of Subsequent 
Offenses, Possession of CDS I Ecstasy, 
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, Pos-
session of Open Alcoholic Beverages, 
Criminal Obstruction of Justice, Lit-
tering, Parole Violation, Driving under 
Suspension and traffic violations.
•Tonia Scott, 42, of the 300 block of 

Miller Creek Road, Natchi-
toches, La., transported and 
booked into the Natchi-
toches Parish Detention 
Center charged with Pos-
session of CDS I Mari-
juana, Possession of CDS 
II Methamphetamine, 2nd 
or Subsequent Offenses, 
Possession of Alcoholic 
Beverages, and Probation 
Violation. Both suspects 
remain in the Natchitoches 

Parish Detention Center.
 The seized evidence will be 
submitted to the crime lab for nar-
cotics analysis.
 Natchitoches Multi-Jurisdictional 
Drug Task Force Agents assisted in in-
vestigation following the arrests.
 The vehicle was impounded.
 Deputies ask that if you see sus-
picious activity in your community to 
contact the Natchitoches Parish Sher-
iff’s Office at 352-6432, or the Drug 
Task Force at 357-2248. It’s a good 
practice to give accurate descriptions of 
the vehicle or person(s) involved in the 
activity for investigative purposes.

Ociedrick L. CharlesTonia Scott

  Louisiana State Police  con-
tinue to investigate  a single-ve-
hicle crash that claimed the life of  
19-year old Natchitoches teenager 
Wesley A. Rollo.
 Wes was reportedly  traveling 
westbound on La. Hwy 494 south 
of Natchitoches on May 3 at ap-
proximately 10:02 p.m. when he 

exited the roadway on the right 
and  traveled through a ditch strik-
ing a culvert head-on. The vehicle 
flipped coming to a rest on its 
side.  Rollo was ejected and  the 
vehicle caught fire. 
 Wes was transported by EMS 
to Natchitoches Regional Medi-
cal Center and later airlifted to an 

Alexandria hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.
 LSP is asking witnesses to the 
crash or events prior to the crash 
to please contact the Natchitoches 
Parish Sheriff’s Office at  (318) 
352-6432 or Louisiana State Po-
lice, Troop E Alexandria at (318) 
487-5911.

 A childhood cancer survivor, 
Wes went on to become a cham-
pion fisherman. He was one of 
12 high school students across 
the country selected for the 2019 
Bassmaster High School All-
American Fishing Team. A com-
plete obituary can be found else-
where in the newspaper.

Natchitoches police investigate crash that took the life of a teen  
staff reporter Nora Drenner
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Crimes & Crashes

 Shortly after 3:00pm this 
afternoon, members of Natchi-
toches Parish Fire Protection 
District #1 assisting NPSO Dep-
uties in the search for a stolen 
vehicle in Gorum discovered the 
vehicle crashed in a ravine off 
of La. Hwy 119 near Horsehead 
bridge according to the Natchi-
toches Parish Sheriff’s Office.
 NPSO Deputies, Louisiana 
State Police and Detectives as-
signed to the NPSO Criminal In-
vestigations Division responded 
to the scene.
 Deputies say the stolen 
2012 Jeep Wrangler was travel-
ing eastbound on La. Hwy 119 
east of Gorum operated by a 
unknown person when the ve-
hicle exited the road on the right 
side, traveling through a ditch. 
The vehicle then went airborne 
across a creek ravine striking a 
tree head-on.
 The vehicle came to a rest in 
the deep ravine.

 No one was around the ve-
hicle, however, deputies believe 
the operator may have received 
some form of injuries.
 Deputies and Louisiana 
State Police checked the im-
mediate area but were unable 
to locate anyone.
 Louisiana State Police 
worked the crash.
 The vehicle was believed 
to have been stolen from a resi-
dence in the 200 block of La. 
Hwy 119 between the hours of 
10pm and 9:00am this morning.
 A local wrecker service 
worked for approximately one 
hour before the vehicle could be 
recovered from the ravine.
 The investigation is ongo-
ing. If you have any informa-
tion, please contact the NPSO at 
352-6432 or the NPSO Criminal 
Investigations Division.
 We thank NPFD #1 and res-
idents of the Gorum community 
for their assistance today.

Stolen vehicle recovered 
crashed near Gorum

NPSO is still investigating who stole this Jeep Wrangler then crashed it 
into a ravine in Gorum. courtesy photo

 A traffic stop near Clarence has 
led to the arrest of a DeSoto Parish 
man on traffic and felony weapon 
violations charges according to the 
Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Of-
fice. On Wednesday evening May 
13 at approximately 9:40 p.m, dep-
uties assigned to the NPSO Spe-
cial Task Impact Patrol Unit were 
patrolling on US-71 near Clarence 
when they stopped a 1992 Jeep for 
a traffic violation.
 Deputies identified the operator 
of the vehicle as 42-year-old Dennis 
L. Watson of Mansfield, La.
 During the traffic stop, deputies 
smelled a strong alcoholic bever-
age odor and observed several fire-
arms in the vehicle in plain view. 
Deputies learned Watson’s driver’s 
license was suspended and he ap-
peared to be impaired.
 Deputies requested Watson per-
form a series of field sobriety test in 
which he refused.
 Watson was placed under arrest. 

During a search of the vehicle, depu-
ties seized Hi-Point .40 caliber semi-
automatic handgun with a obliterated 
serial number, two homemade gun 

suppressors, Remington .223 caliber 
rifle, a Benelli 12-gauge shotgun and 
a Ruger .22 cailiber semi-automatic 
rifle and some unidentified pills that 
will be submitted to the crime lab for 
narcotics analysis.
A criminal background check re-

vealed Watson had been convicted of 
a prior felony.
 Dennis Levelle Watson, 42, of 
the 200 block of Amy Lane, Man-
sfield, La. was transported and 
booked into the Natchitoches Par-
ish Detention Center charged with 
DWI-2nd Offense, Driving under 
Suspension, Possession of Open 
Alcoholic Beverages in a Vehicle, 
4-counts of Possession of a Firearm 
by a Person Convicted of a Felo-
ny, Possession of a Firearm with 
an Obliterated Serial Number and 
Possession of Legend Drugs. Wat-
son also refused a chemical test for 
intoxication.
 Watson has been released on a 
$56,500 appearance bond set by a 
Tenth Judicial District Court Judge 
pending his court appearance.
 Detectives assigned to the NPSO 
Criminal Investigations Division is 
also assisting in the ongoing investi-
gation. The vehicle was impounded 
by a local wrecker.

Deputies arrest Desoto Parish man on traffic
and felony weapon violation charges

Dennis Levelle Watson

 Natchitoches Police arrest in-
dividual for shooting near Dean 
Street’s Ross Williams Park
 The Natchitoches Police De-
partment has arrested Derek Tatum 
(B/M, 19 y.o.a. of Natchitoches) for 
shooting an assault style rifle near 
Dean Street’s Ross Williams Park.
 On May 14, 2020 around 11:11 
a.m., officers with the Natchitoches 
Police Department were dispatched 
to Dean Street in reference to resi-

dents hearing several gunshots in 
the area. As officers arrived to Dean 
Street they were notified by a wit-
ness that Derek Tatum was walking 
around earlier in the area with an as-
sault style rifle. Officers were able to 
locate Derek Tatum and the assault 
style rifle hidden in bushes near the 
park. Derek Tatum was placed un-
der arrest and was charged with Dis-
charging a Firearm within the City 
Limits of Natchitoches.

Natchitoches Police arrest man for firing assault rifle

Derek Tatum
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 The Natchitoches Parish Coun-
cil held its regular monthly meet-
ing via teleconferencing Mon-
day, May 18. All board members: 
chairman John Salter, Chris Paige, 
Patsy Ward Hoover, Jim Kilcoyne, 
and Marty Cheatwood were in at-
tendance.  The board gave its nod, 
although not always unanimously, 
to the following matters: 
-- AUTHORIZED the Parish Presi-
dent to enter an agreement with 
Tony Tillman  to provide  services 
in  connection with the creation 
and execution of an agreement  
pertaining to  the donation of the 
Payne Subdivision Sewer System 
from Total  Environmental Solu-
tions LLC.  No parish dollars  are 
being  used to pay for the services; 
instead  payment—expected to be  

$2,500 to $3,000-will be made 
through grant  proceeds secured.  
John Salter and Pasty Ward Hoover 
voted no on the matter.  
--ADOPTED  an ordinance to affect 
a zoning change from I-A Industry-
Agriculture District to a B-I Business 
District  to establish  a medical clinic 
on a 2.62- acre tract of land along 
Highway 6 in Robeline. Building the 
clinic is the Natchitoches Regional 
Medical Center. Council member 
Chris Paige abstained from voting on 
the matter. 
--ADOPTED a  Resolution to change 
the polling place for the July 11 Pres-
idential Preference Primary and Mu-
nicipal elections and for the August 
15 election  should there be a City of 
Natchitoches election run-offs from  
the Council on Aging Building to 

the Masonic Lodge at 110 Masonic 
Drive. The change was needed  due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
--AUTHORIZED  the Parish Presi-
dent to sign and execute an Online 
Subscription Agreement with Dude 
Solutions, Inc. which allows the  
Department of Public Works Em-
ployees and members of the gen-
eral public to have an online tool 
that tracks completed and ongoing 
projects  performed by  the Depart-
ment of  Public Works. Voting no 
on the matter were John Salter and 
Patsy Ward Hover. 
-- AUTHORIZED the Parish Presi-
dent to negotiate a renewal lease  for 
the Derry Solid Waste site. The par-
ish needs to pay at 2019 and 2020 
lease anticipated  to be $2,000  a year 
for a total of $4,000. 

-- AUTHORIZED an  additional 
$1,100 to the current amount  of 
$7,500  for a total of $8,600 per year  
to the Natchitoches  Parish 4-H of-
fice.  Voting no on the matter was 
John Salter, who expressed concern  
about  spending  the  additional  dol-
lars  due to  an anticipated decline 
in sales tax dollars because of  CO-
VID-19 lockdowns. 
--APPROVED the  appointment of 
Mr. William “Bill” Dickens to re-
place Vicki Parish on the Waterworks 
District #1 board.
--  TABLED introducing  an  or-
dinance to remove a 4.56-acre 
recreational site located on Black 
Lake at the end of Cloud Crossing 
Road which is the last 1,130 feet 
of Cloud Crossing Road from the 
Parish Road System in order to 

complete additional research on 
the matter. 
--INTRODUCED an ordinance for 
budget amendments  to  the  fol-
lowing line items: Government 
Building, Criminal Jury Compen-
sation, Law Enforcement Officer 
Criminal Witness, Disaster Recov-
ery, and  Courthouse Security Cap-
ital Outlay. The  budget  amend-
ments  were necessary due  to the 
co-mingling of  funds.  The overall 
budget is not affected. 
--ADOPTED an ordinance allowing 
the submittal of an application for 
the 2019-2020 Community Water 
Enrichment Fund Program for the 
Sandy Point 480 Water System in 
the amount of $300,000. No parish 
dollars are funding the project; grant  
proceeds are funding it. 

The next step in the Payne Subdivision sewer system transfer and building of medical 
clinic in Robeline topped the Natchitoches Parish Council May Meeting
staff reporter Nora Drenner

  With Flag Day on June 14 
and Independence Day on July 
4, folks will be displaying their 
American Flag. So here are a 
few general USA  flag display 
etiquette  tips to remember.  
 I t  is  the universal  custom 
to display the American flag 
only from sunrise to sunset 
on buildings and on station-
ary flagstaffs outside.  How-
ever,  when a patriotic effect 
is  desired,  the flag may be 
displayed 24 hours a day if 

properly i l luminated during 
the hours of darkness.
 When displayed either 
horizontally or vertically 
against  a wall ,  the union, 
which is the blue field of 
stars,  should be uppermost 
and to the flag’s own right, 
that  is ,  to the observer ’s left . 
 When displayed in a win-
dow, the American flag should 
be displayed in the same way, 
with the union or blue field of 
stars to the left  of the observ-

er in the street .
 When the f lag is  dis-
played over the middle of 
the street ,  i t  should be sus-
pended vert ical ly with the 
union (blue f ield of  s tars)  to 
the north over an east-west 
s treet ,  or  to the east  over a 
north-south street .
 When  used  on  a  speak-
e r ’s  p l a t fo rm,  the  Amer i -
can  f l ag ,  i f  d i sp l ayed  f l a t , 
shou ld  be  d i sp layed  above 
and  beh ind  the  speake r. 

When  d i sp layed  f rom a  s t a ff 
i n  a  church  o r  pub l i c  aud i to -
r ium,  the  f l ag  o f  t he  Un i t ed 
S ta t e s  o f  Amer ica  shou ld 
ho ld  the  pos i t i on  o f  supe -
r io r  p rominence ,  i n  advance 
o f  t he  aud ience ,  and  in  the 
pos i t i on  o f  honor  a t  t he  c l e r-
gyman’s  o f  speake r ’s  r igh t 
a s  he  f aces  the  aud ience . 
Any  o the r  f l ag  so  d i sp layed 
shou ld  be  p l aced  on  the  l e f t 
o f  t he  c l e rgyman  o r  speake r 
o f  t he  r igh t  o f  t he  aud ience .

How to display the American Flag on Flag Day and beyond
staff reporter Nora Drenner
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 Kirk Solieau, Natchitoches 
Regional Medical Center Chief 
Operations Officer has an-
nounced a new rural health clinic 
is soon coming to the Robeline 
area that will provide approxi-
mately 40 jobs in Robeline. So-
lieau  said proposed zoning or-
dinance changes are in progress 
that would make way for the pur-
chase of property and eventual 
construction of an EMS substa-
tion, rural health specialty clinic 

and a small pharmacy.
  He also noted that after the 

zoning changes are made closure 
would take place on a new three-
acre site to begin construction. 
“Approximately 30 percent of 
the hospital business comes from 
neighboring Sabine Parish” So-
lieau said. 
 This new clinic would serve 
the farthest western part of the 
parish, he added. Solieau is in 
hopes that this project will be 
funded primarily through  an eco-
nomic development grant.

NRMC bringing rural health clinic 
and pharmacy to Robeline; 
anticipate 40 employees

Kirk Solieau

Two-year-old drowns in
Toledo Bend Lake
by staff reporter Nora Drenner
 Two-year old Sean Dawson drowned in Toledo Bend Lake Saturday, 
May 2, after wandering away from his parents and  siblings.  He was 
discovered a few feet from shore in some two feet of water. 
 According to reports, the Dawson family of Baton Rouge arrived at 
the family camp that morning.  Apparently, the children were playing 
inside when it was discovered Sean was missing. It is estimated the child 
had been gone less than five minutes.  A search of the home, yard, and 
lake, which is at the back of the property, immediately commenced.  
 Soon after, the child was found, and a family member began CPR; 
911 was also called. The family was   enroute to Sabine Medical Center 
when they met the ambulance.  Ambulance personnel took the child to 
the hospital where he was pronounced dead.

 The public libraries in Natchitoches 
and Sabine parishes  and its branches  
have reopened its buildings to the public 
but calling ahead is ad-
vised a restrictions apply.
 The Natchitoches 
Parish  Library Main 
Branch  and the North-
east Campti branch are 
open regular hours, how-
ever, access is limited 
to no more than 20  at a 
time at the main branch 
and  four at a time in the 
Campti branch.  
 Additionally, folks are asked to limit 
their time  in the building to 30 minutes; 
masks are  also required for those six 
years old and older.  And, the children’s 

computer lab remains closed and  lim-
ited  computers are available in the adult  
computer lab.  Youth 15 years old and 

younger  are not lowed in the  building 
without an  adult at least 18 years of age. 
 Call the Natchitoches Main branch 
at (318) 357-3280 and Campti  branch at 

(318)476-3280 for more information. 
 The  Sabine Parish  Library 
Main branch and its accompany-

ing   branches 
in  Pleasant Hill, 
Converse,  To-
ledo and Zwolle 
are  open, too. 
All branches  are 
offering  special 
hours so calling 
ahead is advised. 
Additionally,  the 
number of pa-
trons allowed at  

one- time  vary among the branches, 
as well as  other restrictions apply, so 
calling the  respective branch  ahead 
of time is advised.

Public libraries in Natchitoches and Sabine 
parishes are open with restrictions
staff reporter Nora Drenner

Facemasks required 
to enter Natchitoches 
Parish Courthouse
staff reporter Nora Drenner

 Natchitoches Parish President 
John Richmond  announced in 
mid-May that all persons enter-
ing the courthouse are required to 
wear  facial covering, such as a 
facemask or bandana. While folks 
should come with their own,  said 
Richmond,  the courthouse does 
have a limited supply to hand to 
those needing one.  
 “This requirement is consistent 
with the guidelines established by 
Governor John Bel Edwards for the 

Phase One  reopening for the state,” 
said Richmond in his news release.   
Additionally, noted  Richmond,  all 
entering the courthouse  are encour-
aged to adhere to social distancing 
guidelines meant to help prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.  The face-
mask policy will remain in effect 
until further notice. 
 Those with questions about 
courthouse policies during the pan-
demic can call the parish govern-
ment office at (318) 352-2714.

 Sabine Main branch (318)256-4150
Pleasant Hill branch at (318)796-2595

Converse branch (318)567-3121
Toledo branch (318)256-4152
Zwolle branch (318)645-6955  
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318.256.6410
318.256.0775

Each office is independently owned & operated

Sabine ProPerty ShoPPe, inc.
century21toledobend.com
Ronald BRandon, BRokeR

823 Hwy. 1216, Zwolle
Many School District

Beautiful 3 BD, 2.5 BA,
Brick home on 7 ac +/-
Large back patio and

Inground swimming pool

Listing Agent: 
Anna E. Remedies 

318-508-0680  REE & STUMP REMOVAL  REE & STUMP REMOVALTT

337-459-0977
337-655-0520

CC&&DD
Locally Owned & Operated

Commercial & Residential Services

Promises Kept/Services Delivered
“Home of Next Day Service”

Rodney@aapestsolutions.com
1415 Sylvan Drive
Many, LA 71449

Call Rodney or Kyle
318-273-BUGS (2847)

Mistaway Mosquito Systems
Termites & General Pests

 The Sabine Parish  School Board has 
named Kowonno Greene to fill the vacant 
Ward 4 -District 4 seat previously held by 
Roderick Davis Sr. who recently resigned.  
Such action took place during a special 
called meeting on Monday, April 27.  Due to 
the current lockdown, the meeting was held 
via video  streaming on the school board’s 
FACEBOOK page.
 Greene’s appointment was not unani-
mous.  Those giving the nod to Greene were 
Terrell  Snelling,  Ronald Garcie,  Donald 
Remedies,  Genevieve Gordon, Spencer 

Faust and Daron Chandler.   Board member  
Dr. Leah Byles voted in favor of candidate  
Robert Hable.  
 Greene was later sworn into office, and 
he will  fill the seat until the next election. 
 A 1999 graduate of Many High School 
and lifelong Sabine Parish resident, 
Greene joined the U.S. Navy where he re-
ceived an Honorable Discharge. He then 
joined the Naval Reserve and later trans-
ferred to the LA National Guard where he 
currently serves.
 While deployed to Afghanistan in 2011, 

Greene earned an AGS degree in Criminal 
Justice from Northwestern State Univer-
sity. He also earned an AAS degree in In-
telligence Operations Studies from Cochise 
College in 2016.
 He  currently  owns and operates Greene’s 
Handyman Services, LLC that specializes in 
home repairs and small construction projects.
 Others eligible candidates applying for 
the  position were Kelvin Gosey and Colette 
Parson.  A fifth candidate was eliminated as 
he did not live in the district, said board  
president Snelling  during the  meeting. 

Sabine Parish School Board names new member for District Four
staff reporter Nora Drenner

 At 13 years old, Jake Chumley earned Lake-
side’s junior high student of the year award. His 
list of accomplishments was as lengthy as it 
was varied. Just in his first year as a teenager, 
Jake had already done more and was honored 
more than most folk do in an entire lifetime. He 
had an electrifying smile that boy did at 13, and 
when he took the accompanying photo, arms 
round a pair of loving parents, you could see a 
future of brightness for this student of the year.
 Two years later, and a few inches taller, Jake 
is nearing his junior year of high school. He’s 
still smiling bright and doing great things and 
earning more honors. You can find him earning 
A’s in the classroom, running the bases on the 
diamond, and making a difference in his com-
munity away from 9090 Hwy 371 in Sibley.
 But now Jake has a fight on his hands 
like no other he’s had to tackle before. It’s the 
toughest battle you can have, and one no 15- 
year old should have to wage. It’s more than a 
fight though. It’s a war. You see, Jake and his 

family are leaving for Memphis tonight where 
the young man will begin treatments for Hodg-
kin’s Lymphoma. In layman’s terms – cancer. 
And a particularly tough one.
 Focusing on the 
difficulty of this war 
is important for two 
reasons. One – we 
want Jake to know 
he has a community 
behind him. Check 
that, Jake has a par-
ish, an area, all of 
Northwest Loui-
siana behind him. 
We know the war 
he is about to wage 
and the difficult 
days, weeks, and 
months ahead. But 
all the brighter will 
be the dawn when 

Jake chalks up another W in the win col-
umn. Nothing is bigger than the victory 
one achieves when they kick cancer to the 
curb. Another accomplishment. Another 

honor. And many 
more opportunities 
to see Jake run the 
bases and rock the 
tests in school and 
those of life.
 And two – We 
hope this shocking 
news, that a 15- 
year old is in the 
fight of his young 
life, will help us all 
realize something 
about happiness. 
Here’s to the hope 
we can all know 
what we have be-
fore the next trial of 

life arises. It is our hope we can truly  ap-
preciate the joys as we have them. Easier 
said than done. But imagine being able to 
focus on the friends you can smile with 
and not the next negotiation. Imagine being 
able to focus on playing games or practic-
ing with your kids and not that person who 
rubbed you the wrong way at work. Imagine 
being able to enjoy your time together and 
realize everyone is fighting their own bat-
tle. Empathy and compassion. Here’s to not 
looking back and regretting that only now, 
in the valley, we really understand that what 
was is what true happiness felt like.
 To Jake, you have our love, our support, our 
thoughts, our prayers. You are a Warrior now 
and forever. And when you win this fight, it’ll 
be because you never hang your head in the face 
of the monster. Instead you rise. For you are a 
Lakeside Warrior. You are a Chumley. And you 
are our brother.
 We love you. Then. Now. Always.

Young Lakeside warrior determined to win battle
story and photo courtesy of Lakeside Jr./Sr. High School

Jake Chumley and his parents after being award-
ed the Lakeside Junior High School Student of the 
Year award.

Sabine Parish Clerk of Court  Shelley Salter swears 
in  newly appointed Ward 4 -District 4  Sabine Par-
ish  School Board member Kowonno Greene. 
courtesy photo by Mary Brocato.
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Veteran honored for helping other Northwestern State students
 Northwestern State University 
students taking classes at Barksdale 
Air Force Base have found one of 
their most valuable resources is a fel-
low student who understands them 
very well.
 China Whitwer, a senior nursing 
major, has been named as a recipi-
ent of a Student Veteran Leadership 
Award by G.I. Jobs Magazine. The 
magazine recognized Whitwer for 
efforts to assist fellow students in 
navigating the process of enrolling 
in classes, putting together a degree 
plan and accessing their maximum 
amount of financial aid benefits.
 “She never misses an opportunity 
to help and assist,” said Suzette Had-
den, executive director of Caddo/
Bossier Partnership and Military 
Outreach at NSU. “She is a leader by 
example and through her guidance, 
she is someone our young airmen can 
talk to for assistance.”
 A native of Custer, South Dakota, 
Whitwer enrolled at NSU in 2018 af-
ter serving in the Air Force for eight 
years and came to Hadden looking 
for part-time work. She took a job in 
the VA Work-Study Program and be-
gan working with airmen, attending 

education fairs and providing support 
during military recognition days at 
the local office.
 “As China progressed 
in her studies with nursing, 
we found out through other 
nursing students that she con-
tinued to assist them in their 
studies, Pell Grant applica-
tions, or directed those short 
of funds to our office for a 
book to borrow,” said Had-
den. “She has demonstrated 
to several upperclass nursing 
students that you can acquire 
a full-time status in your final 
semesters in order to maxi-
mize their VA benefits.”
 Whitwer said she found 
the job was one she could 
do well.
 “I found I was good at 
giving people suggestions on 
starting school or who to talk 
to about their questions,” said 
Whitwer. “Throughout my 
enlistment, I would always 
meet people that wanted to 
pursue an education but did 
not know where to start or if they 
could go to school while working. I 

thought the work-study would allow 
me to help other enlisted personnel, 
family and veterans pursue their edu-

cation plans.”
 Whitwer’s Air Force background 

was invaluable to assisting those in 
the military pursue a degree.
 “I understood how Air Force Tu-

ition Assistance and the GI 
Bill worked, how various 
shift schedules worked, and 
the different military require-
ments an enlisted person 
has,” said Whitwer. “I under-
stood how to pursue a degree 
through the Community Col-
lege of the Air Force while 
choosing classes specifically 
oriented to a bachelor’s. I 
was able to work with the 
airmen and nursing students 
by helping with time man-
agement, increasing their 
understanding of the rigors 
of the nursing program and 
helping them understand the 
prerequisite requirements of 
the nursing program.
 NSU’s quality nursing 
program along with its prox-
imity to Barksdale helped 
Whitwer decide to pursue her 
degree at Northwestern.
 “The education counselor 

I spoke to about pursuing nursing 
recommended going to Northwest-

ern and a coworker put me in con-
tact with the Barksdale NSU office.” 
she said. “It was also a blessing that 
I could complete all the prerequisite 
courses for nursing online. Online 
classes have truly helped me to pur-
sue my education. I was able to take 
classes throughout my enlistment 
and deployments. I did not have 
to attempt to build a class schedule 
around a work schedule or cancel 
classes because of unexpected de-
ployments or military requirements.”
 The availability of online 
classes gave Whitwer the oppor-
tunity to minor in psychology and 
addiction studies.
 “I chose these minors because 
I believe the more I understand 
about people, the more proficient 
nurse I can be,” said Whitwer. “I 
believe these minors have helped 
me to better focus on patients as a 
whole person.”
 Whitwer will complete her bache-
lor’s this summer and plans to earn a 
master’s and doctorate in nursing and 
pursue a career as an instructor. For 
more information on NSU@Barks-
dale, go to nsula.edu/ece/barksdale-
campus/.

Air Force Veteran and NSU online student, China Whit-
wer, was awarded the Student Veteran Leadership 
Award by G.I. Jobs Magazine because of her efforts 
to assist fellow students.

 As healthcare professionals and support personnel 
around the globe stand on the front lines of the CO-
VID-19 response, the Northwestern State University 
family offer thanks to NSU alumni and the dedicated 
doctors, nurses, radiologic technologists, med techs, 
pharmacists, first responders and hospital workers who 
are sacrificing so much to help so many.  Hundreds, 
if not thousands, of NSU graduates in healthcare 
and support professions have put their lives at 
risk during the unprecedented COVID-19 public 
health crisis.
 Mike Mareaux, a Northwestern State Univer-
sity graduate who earned an Associate Degree in 
Nursing in 2018, died  in April after contracting 
the coronavirus while working as an emergency 
room nurse at Christus Highland in Shreveport. 
Mareaux was an Air Force veteran, married with 
four sons.  Family and friends established a dona-
tion drive on Facebook to help with a memorial 
and other family needs.
 Several alumni are currently deployed to New 
York City and other cities in the northeast where 
they are working on the frontlines to fight CO-
VID-19.  Diana Corley, Ingrid Cook and Stephen 
Hernandez are working in the New York where popula-
tion density and other factors have made it the hardest-hit 
metropolis in the United States.
 Hernandez, Air Force Reserve, is assigned to United 
States Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine, who are 
working with health care professionals at Lincoln Hospi-
tal in support of the Department of Defense COVID-19 

response in the Bronx, N.Y. Hernandez earned bachelor’s 
and master’s degree in nursing at NSU and served on the 
nursing faculty.
 “NYC is probably the worst hit in the country,” he said.  
Earlier this month NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio greeted and 
thanked Hernandez and his military medical colleagues 
in U.S. Northern Command who are providing military 

support to the Federal Emergency Management Agency to 
help communities in need.
 Corley, a graduate of NSU’s Doctor of Nursing Prac-
tice program, was among those mobilized by the U.S. 
Navy to serve in New York public hospitals. She is work-
ing in ICU at Kings County Hospital in Brooklyn.
 “We have at least 150 patients on ventilators that are 

all COVID. It is pretty grueling. I have not worked in ICU 
in 18 years but it’s like riding a bike. It’s really sad,” she 
said. “I am honored to serve my country and represent our 
loved profession.
 The Navy is augmenting hospitals and the Air Force is 
serving two. Cook, who earned a master’s degree in nurs-
ing, Doctor of Nursing Practice and psych mental health 

post-master’s certification.
 “It’s unbelievable up here in NYC. I’m work-
ing on the COVID palliative care team at Northern 
Central Bronx Community Hospital. There are ap-
proximately 200 Navy medical reservist providing 
support to about 10 community hospital throughout 
NYC where COVID has hit the hardest. There have 
been about 100 deaths at my hospital this month al-
ready. It’s so sad,” Cook said.
 Elsewhere in the U.S. alumni from NSU’s Col-
lege of Nursing, School of Allied Health and School 
of Biological and Physical Sciences are working on 
the frontline in many aspects of healthcare.
 Dr. Joshua Oliver, a 2008 graduate, is an anes-
thesiologist in Fredericksburg, Virginia, about 50 
miles south of Washington D.C.
 “As a physician I am intubating (putting 

breathing tubes), arterial lines which measure blood 
pressure and central venous lines for medications in 
COVID-19 patients who are in the intensive care unit,” 
he said. “I am also still providing anesthesia for pa-
tients having surgeries that cannot be postponed, such 
as broken bones, acute appendicitis, biopsies to diag-
nose cancers, etc.”

NSU alumni work the front lines of public health crisis

NSU alumni Diana Corley, Ingrid Cook, Stephen Hernandez and Dr. 
Joshua Oliver are working the COVID-19 medical front line in New 
York. Mike Mareaux died in April after contracting coronavirus.

 This year the Kisatchie High School cel-
ebrates its Centennial. Last year the Louisiana 
Trust for Historic Preservation designated the 
Historic Structure as one of Louisiana’s Most 
Endangered Properties. The Loui-
siana Division of Historic Pres-
ervation recently awarded the 
Kisatchie Community Center a 
grant to make a nomination and 
application to add Kisatchie High 
School to the National Registry of 
Historic Places. 
 The school is unique and 
important to the community and 
the State of Louisiana due to 
several significant reasons. Bota-
nist and Preservationist Caroline 
Dorman, who is attributed with 
the formation of Kisatchie Na-
tional Forest, briefly taught at 
Kisatchie and it was during her 
tenure that the notion and name 
of Kisatchie Forest was born. The school is 
educationally significant because it represents 
the consolidation movement within the Com-
munity and Natchitoches Parish in the 1920’s 

as one of the few examples remaining of this 
Educational Movement.  
 The Architecture of the structure is also 
unique as most schools built during this time 

were made of wood construction. Kisatchie’s 
school was made of permanent construction 
including handmade bricks originally made by 
community residents from clay and sand at a 

nearby creek. 
 The structure is located at the intersection 
of the Caroline Dorman Highway (LA Hwy. 
117) and the Louisiana Maneuvers & Purple 

Heart Memorial Highway (LA Hwy. 118). 
However, visitors are not currently invited 
to come on site. The structure is currently 
under threat by eight factors: vandalism, 

site trespassing, environmental damage, as-
bestos, water infiltration, pest, structural, 
and financial burdens - which all contribute 
to the endangerment of the building.  Last 

year plans were developed to restore 
and re-purpose the building into 
a combined Rural Museum, Con-
ference Center and Retreat. Those 
plans are available for review on the 
“Kisatchie High Tribute” Facebook 
page. 
    Kisatchie Center recently has an-
nounced a new Web Site “kisatchie-
center.org”. Currently, donors are 
being ask to provide a non-monetary 
pledge toward the restoration goal 
of $675,000. Those making pledges 
will be contacted at a later date and 
asked to convert those pledges into a 
monetary donation. Kisatchie Com-
munity Center is recognized as a 501 
(c) (3) tax exempt organization and 

can be reached at  the following mailing 
address Kisatchie Center, 2508 Hwy. 118, 
Provencal, LA 71468; or at the following 
email address info@kistatchiecenter.org

Restoring the unique Kitsatchie School

Kisatchie High School was built in 1920 and this is the 100th 
Anniversary year of its construction. This is a photo of the 
school as it looks today. (Robertson Photo)

Kisatchie High School Gymnasium is still standing along with 
the school building. Kisatchie High School was home of the 
Kisatchie Indians. (Robertson Photo)



Pest Control Technician. 
Good driving record. Back-
ground check. Full training. 
Looking for commited, re-
sponsible person. Call Rod-
ney (318) 332-6501. 

Sabine Retirement and Re-
habilitation hiring CNAs for 
all shifts. Come in to apply 
or call Richard Bruce at 318-
590-0200.

A to Z 123 Hiring Childcare 
Worker Requirement: 6am-
1pm Love kids, Reliable, 
Flexible, Energetic, Posi-
tive attitude. CDA preferred 
or willing to complete CDA 
classes. Apply at 1036 Fourth 
St., Natchitoches, LA 71457. 
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE!

LPNs Needed For All Shifts  
at Sabine Retirement & Re-
habilitation Center. Please 
contact Richard Bruce, Ad-
ministrator at 318-590-0200 
or 965 Fisher Road, Many, LA 
71449.

Clinical Medical Assistant 
9MA) or Certified Nurse As-
sistant (CNA) needed for 
busy multi-physician prac-
tice. Looking to hire someone 
to work directly with patient 
care, have good communi-
cation and computer skills. 
Experience in ICD 10 & CPT 
coding, electronic practice 
management system a plus. 
Fax resume to 318-352-6803 
or mail to: Family Doctors 
of Natchitoches, 615 Bien-
ville Street, Natchitoches, LA 
71457.

Wanted Full-Time Receptio-
ist/Secretary responsible for 
greeting customers, manag-
ing phone calls and emails, 
scheduling and following 
up appointments, tracking 
status of projects, typing 
and filing. Must have excel-
lent computer skills, specif-
ically Microsoft Word. Send 
resume to P.O. Box 1011, 
Natchitoches, LA 71457.

Premier Off-Shore Catering 
We are now accepting ap-
plications for experienced 
offshore day cooks, night 
cooks, bakers, camp boss, 
galley and BR hands. We of-
fer a 28 & 14 rotating work 
schedule and an excellent 
benefits package which in-
cludes MEDICAL, DENTAL, 
VISION, LIFE AND AD&D 
INSURANCE. Starting sal-
ary depending on level of 
offshore experiece. Apply at 
www.premieroffshorecater-
ing.com.

Seeking Applications For 
full-time and part-time cooks 
at Kwik Trip in Zwolle. Pick 
up applications at the front.

Truck Drive Needed: Mini-
mum 2 years CDL experi-
ence. Local driving. Home 
every day. Call 318-352-0466.

Weeks Tractor Parts De-
partment is looking to hire 
a full-time parts employee. 
Retail experience and cus-
tomer service skills are a 

MUST! Mechanical knowl-
edge would be a plus. Apply 
in person ONLY! 1790 Hwy. 
3175 Bypass, Natchitoches, 
LA 71457.

Four High Back Bar Stools 
for sale. Has padded seats. 
$120 CASH for all. Call 318-
646-2274. Leave message if 
no answer.

3’x5’ US American Flags.  
Price $8. These 3’x5’ (90 x 
150) 50 star USA flag on a 
silky looking material can be 
used for outdoors or indoors, 
coming with strong hang 
grommets. Call 318-471-
6948.

French Fry & Vegetable Cut-
ter. Julienne in a jiffy with 
this lever-operated Maxam® 
Vegetable Cutter tool, cre-
ating even cuts of a variety 
of vegetables. The Maxam® 
French Fry and Vegetable 
Cutter makes short work of 
creating your favorite sweet 
potato or russet fries, and 
quickly slices other vege-
tables for the party dip tray. 
Features stainless steel con-
struction suction base, and 2 
sizes of cutting grids. Mea-
sures 9-3/4” x 5” x 3 1/2”. 
Gift boxed. 10 available. $30 
each. Call 318-471-6948.

Hay For Sale. 5x6 roll, $35 
per roll. Call 318-352-0466 or 
318-730-5543.

Nice Mobile Homes w/front 
and back porches and apart-
ments in Florien. 3BD HOUSE 
AVAILABLE, all electric in 
Many for rent on Magnolia 
Street. Large living rooms/
dens. Refrigerator and stove 
included in all. No Pets. Call 
318-586-3585 or 318-586-
7854.

4 Bedroom/2 Bath Country 
Home. Has stove, refrigera-
tor, washer and dryer. Large 
front porch and double car-
port. $800/month. $600/de-
posit. Call 337-319-1374 or 
318-581-6525.

2 BR/1BA Trailer on Grand 
Ecore Road. $550 rent, $550 
deposit. NO PETS! Call 318-
352-3953 or 318-652-0666.

3BD/1BA Rent To Own 3-5% 
Down move you in. No banks 
involved. No credit check. 
Call 318-505-7467.

1178 Hwy 480 Doublewide. 
3BR, 2 1/2 BA Campti; 6065 
Hwy 84 House, 3BR, 1 1/2 
BA, Clarence; 153 Hicks 
Road House, 2BR/1BA 
Natchitoches. 1 year lease. 
No pets in house. Not on 
housing. Call 318-352-3453.

3/2 Modular Home with 
fenced yard, totally renovat-
ed. $1050/month and/or 3/2 
Mobile Home, $675/month. 
4B/2BA double wide $975/

month. All in Cedar Grove 
area. Call Archie at 318-352-
1068 or 318-730-5543.

3BD Houses In Florien & 
Many.  $550 month, 2 BD 
House in Old Fisher, $475 
month, 1 & 2 BD apartments 
in Many. $395 month. 2 BD 
House near Big Bass Marina, 
$375 month. Call 318-332-
5229.

Clean Mobile Home in fam-
ily oriented park. No pets 
allowed. Deposit required. 
Mature adults preferred. Call 
318-256-2466 for viewing ap-
pointment.

For Rent - Office and Retail 
space available in Many. 318-
315-0484.

Middle Creek Apts Great 
Rental Value  with HUD sub-
sidy and generous new utility 
allowances. 1, 2, 3, 4 bed-
room units with appliances, 
central air and washer and 
dryer connections. Call 256-
5431 or 315-2811 or apply by 
contacting cane-middle@cp-
tel.net. Equal Housing Op-
portunity.

For Sale By Owner $5,000+ 
SF home with 4BR/3.5BA, 
home office, formal living 
room, keeping room, gour-
met chef’s kitchen on more 
than 2 acres overlooking the 
Cane River Lake in Natchi-

toches, LA. Price reduced to 
$695,000. Call 214-537-6735.

Natchitoches Townhome 
For Sale 534 Oakland Drive, 
2/2/1 with garage. $140,000. 
Call 318-542-8750.

Saline Lake Winnfield Lake 
front lots REDUCED $6,000 
and up. Call 318-797-0447 or 
318-288-2071.

Cotton’s Water-Well LLC.  
Drilling and repair. Call 318-
256-2322 or 318-256-2100 
Many, LA.

Get NFL Sunday Ticket Free  
with DIRECTV RChoice 
All-Included package. $59.99 
per month for 12 months. 185 
channels PLUS thousands of 
shows/movies On Demand. 
FREE Genie HD DVR up-
grade. Call 1-866-734-0452 
or satellitedealnow.com/LPA.
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Classifieds Pay with 
Personal Check
or Credit Card

To place an ad
Call 318-471-6948

or see mail-in form below

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!

CLASSIFIED AD ORDER FORM
Fill out the form below. 

Add a “Grabber” or border for an additional $1.75
Add a photo (email photo) for additional $2.75

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone (count as one word if used in ad)

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30  photo emailed (circle one):  YES    NO 

Personal Ads: Up to 10 words $3.00 
plus 30¢ each additional word maximum 30 words

Business Ads: Up to 10 words $5.00 
plus 30¢ each additional word maximum 30 words

Check or credit card accepted for payment.
Deadline is 5pm the Friday before publication date. 

To place an ad call 318.471.6948 or 
mail form and payment to:

Around the Town, PO Box 187, Robeline, LA 71469
Credit Card payment information:

Name on Card

Card Number 

Exp. Date Card Type MM/YR

SOLD

ADD A GRABBER OR BORDER!
Circle One

Double
Border

Single
Border

Items for Sale
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YOUR AD HERE! GET RESULTS!
Call 318.471.6948 Today



  “Many High School 
2020 graduates are not walk-
ing, they are rolling into the 
future,” said Many mayor 
Ken Freeman. A special event 
to honor the town’s  83  high 
school graduates is taking place 
Saturday, June 6, with a recep-
tion for the graduates and their 
families at the town hall begin-
ning  at 4 p.m.
 Then, said Mayor Free-
man, the entire community is 
invited to gather along San An-
tonio Street to enjoy a different 
kind of commencement complete 
with pomp and circumstance. The 
commencement parade will fea-
ture each MHS senior in cap and 
gown rolling through downtown 
Many in decorated cars and trucks.  
Each senior will be announced, 
and their accomplishments and fu-
ture plans  will be broadcast for all 
to hear.   
 “Graduation is such a mile-
stone in students’ lives,” commented 
Mayor Freeman, “and since they 
could not have a traditional gradua-
tion exercise this year, the town has 
planned a big celebration. “ Mayor 
Freeman  said the idea was the brain-
child of MHS counselor Amy Ebarb 
and the town stepped up to the plate to 
assist. The theme is, “We’re not walk-
ing, we’re rolling into our future!”
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Thesis project examines misinformation
concerning COVID-19
 Jared Parks thought he had a 
good topic for his senior thesis proj-
ect in the Louisiana Scholars’ College 
at Northwestern State University. But 
as a scientific inquiry major with 
plans to earn a Ph.D. in neuroscience, 
pharmacology and toxicology, he 
was worried about misinformation he 
saw about the Novel Coronavirus.
 Parks’ new topic “The Impacts of 
Spreading Misinformation: the Novel 
Coronavirus,” addresses a major con-
cern of those fighting the disease.
 “My research discusses some of 
the major forms of false information 
and how their propagation throughout 
media has negatively impacted the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Parks, 
a graduating senior from Keithville. 
”The most significant takeaway, I 
think, is that we as a people should 
make a unifying collective effort to 
combat the spread of misinformation 
by promoting the dissemination of 
accurate, scientifically proven and re-
liable information. In addition, we as 
a people should come together rath-
er than divide further if we hope to 
come out of this pandemic as safely 
as possible.”
 Parks worked with Scholars’ 
College Director Dr. Kirsten Bartels 
and Associate Professor of History 
Dr. William Housel on the project. 
Bartels suggested he switch his fo-
cus from a project on computational 
chemistry to the COVID-19 virus.
 “It was her proposal and my 
growing concern with how people 
were reacting to the pandemic that al-
lowed the thesis to take form,” said 
Parks. “Neglectful ideologies and 
panic-based ideologies became the 
most common responses and that was 
worrisome to me as they were only 
products of false information. As the 
COVID-19 pandemic developed, 
surging across continents and media, 
its relevance could not be ignored. It 

truly seemed too important to pass 
up and I am grateful for being able to 
work on such a relevant topic.”
 Parks did much of his research 
based on literature review about 
the types of false information, their 
characteristics, as well as closely fol-
lowing statistics regarding the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. He said his work is 
complicated by new data that comes 
in each day.
 “Despite this, incredible similari-
ties can be observed when comparing 
the evolving misinformation in media 
to previous research 
on the propagation of 
false information,” said 
Parks. “I used these pre-
vious observations of 
false information and 
related them to our cur-
rent situation to support 
the idea that spread-
ing misinformation is a 
large contributor to the 
quality of our situation.”
 In studying false 
information, Parks fo-
cused on misinforma-
tion, disinformation 
and conspiracy theo-
ries. He defined misin-
formation as any form 
of shared information 
that is unwittingly 
false, lacking the intent 
to do harm. Parks said 
the most common form 
of misinformation is 
shared social media 
posts the user did not 
verify prior to sharing.
 According to Parks, disinforma-
tion is any form of information that 
is purposefully false with the intent to 
spread lies for the sake of some alter-
native agenda, whether it be political, 
financial or otherwise. An example is 
smear campaigns between competi-

tors. Parks said conspiracy theories 
can be defined as any outlandish at-
tempt to explain events as the conse-
quence of some sinister and powerful 
conspirator. Parks stated conspiracy 
theories typically lack solid logical 
reasoning and rely on a lack of evi-
dence against the idea as support for it.
 Parks feels the major social 
media companies are not doing 
enough to prevent misinformation 
from being spread.
 “I see new examples every day 
when I open up Facebook, Instagram, 

Twitter and TikTok,” he said. “I per-
sonally do not believe enough is be-
ing done to directly take down large 
quantities of false information.”
 One positive development is the 
promotion of valid information.
 Social media platforms have 
taken to promoting reliable sources 

of scientifically backed information 
in order to make it the first thing on 
everyone’s feeds,” said Parks. “What 
someone does with this information 
is up to them, I think most tend to 
ignore the scientific information for 
the fanatical so it would be best to 
directly remove false information at 
the source.’
 Parks admits it may be difficult 
for individuals to find out whether 
shared information is accurate.
 “I suggest that when anyone 
comes across information regard-

ing such a high-profile 
situation, that they 
cross reference using 
scientific and techni-
cal databases such as 
PubMed or journals 
like The Lancet,” said 
Parks. “Referring to 
the professionals is al-
ways a safe option and 
in this pandemic those 
professionals would be 
your epidemiologists, 
infectious disease spe-
cialists and virologists. 
Trust the individu-
als who put years and 
years into studying the 
events we are living 
through.”
 Parks said the 
work on his thesis has 
had meaning beyond 
being a class project.
 “This project 
has been one of inter-
est and passion for me 

and I find it useful when I read news 
every single day,” he said. “As I con-
tinue to keep up with new informa-
tion about the pandemic, my eyes and 
ears are open to what may be false 
and what may be reliable. I find this 
particularly useful in a time that de-
mands quick and accurate science as 

well as unity between people.”
 The thesis project is a unique 
feature of the Scholars’ College. It 
serves as the culmination of a stu-
dent’s academic work. Each project 
is a substantial work of scholarship, 
criticism, scientific research or artis-
tic execution. Parks said his time in 
the Scholars’ College has shaped him 
academically and personally.
 “This place of learning, the 
professors, and my peers have all 
contributed to my growth in all 
areas and I do not think I would 
change a thing about my experi-
ence here,” said Parks. “I would 
like to think I have become a much 
better and more intelligent person 
because of the Scholars’ College.”
 Established in 1987 as the 
state’s designated honors college, 
the Louisiana Scholars’ College 
offers students the opportunity to 
pursue their academic and personal 
goals in a supportive atmosphere. 
The core curriculum combines 
great books-based courses with 
courses in mathematics and scienc-
es to provide students with a strong 
foundation for their more focused 
study in one the College’s concen-
trations or in a traditional major.
 Prospective students who are in-
terested in learning about the Schol-
ars’ College can attend a Virtual 
Scholars’ Day from 1-3 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 30.  Participants will be 
able to participate in a Scholars’ Col-
lege class, explore options on majors, 
take a virtual tour, chat with profes-
sors and ask questions about scholar-
ships and financial aid.
 To register, visit nsula.edu/re-
cruiting/preview-days.  For more 
information, contact Forest Middle-
brook at middlebrookf@nsula.edu or 
call (318) 663-0134. Information on 
the Scholars’ College is available at 
https://www.nsula.edu/scholars/.

After concerns about major forms of misinformation he saw about 
COVID-19, Jared Parks changed the topic of his senior thesis to “The 
Impacts of Spreading Misinformation: the Novel Coronavirus.

Congratulations
2020

Graduates!
Natchitoches 

&
Sabine Parishes

MHS class of 2020 rolls into the 
future with a parade and more
staff reporter Nora Drenner
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Louisiana will feed students whose schools closed 
during pandemic; deadline to apply is June 7
 Louisiana has received approval from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture to help feed as 
many as 611,430 students during the coronavirus 
pandemic, and the deadline to apply is June 7.
 Under the new Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) 
program, families of children who normally re-
ceive free or reduced-price meals at school may 
get financial assistance to replace those meals. 
All Louisiana public school and many non-
public school facilities have been closed since 
March 16 because of the pandemic.
 P-EBT benefits will be provided to house-
holds that apply if they include children who 
were in prekindergarten through 12th grade and 
have temporarily lost access to free or reduced-
price school meals, according to the Louisiana 
Department of Education (LDE) and the Loui-
siana Department of Children and Family Ser-
vices (DCFS). These benefits are intended to 
cover 50 school days, from the onset of state-
wide school facility closures through the end of 
the 2019-20 academic year.
 “This might be the only way some of our 
most vulnerable children can obtain a nutritious 
breakfast or lunch,” Edwards said. “They used 
to receive these meals at school, and now Loui-
siana can provide that benefit at home, too.”
 “Louisiana is grateful to Congress, Presi-

dent Donald Trump and Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue for making this benefit available 
and speeding its implementation,” Edwards 
said. “We look forward to feeding Louisiana 
families in these trying times.”
 Louisiana had an estimated 611,430 chil-
dren eligible for free and reduced-price break-
fast or lunch this spring, about 85 percent 
of all students in prekindergarten 
through grade 12.
 “Schools do more than 
educate our children; they 
also provide them with 
healthy, nutritious meals. 
With school facilities 
closed for the duration of 
the school year, students 
cannot access these meals,” 
said acting State Superinten-
dent of Education Beth Scio-
neaux. “School systems have stepped 
up to ensure no child in their community 
goes hungry, and the approval announced 
today provides in-need families with even 
greater security. We appreciate the leadership 
of the Louisiana Department of Children and 
Family Services to make that possible.”
The P-EBT benefit amounts to $5.70 per day 

per child. That’s $285 for the 50 days, the 
same as the National School Lunch and School 
Breakfast programs reimbursement rates. Loui-
siana officials estimate the state could distribute 
almost $174.3 million via P-EBT.
 “What’s important for parents to know 
is that P-EBT benefits are available to any 

family with children who received 
free or reduced-price meals at 

a school closed by the pan-
demic,” said DCFS Sec-

retary Marketa Garner 
Walters. “Some of these 
families are enrolled in 
the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program 
(SNAP) program; others 

are not. We want to make 
all families whose children 

received free or reduced-price 
meals aware of the program and how 

they can apply for the benefits.”
 Local school systems will notify families 
they might be eligible for P-EBT. The fami-
lies must then apply if they wish to receive the 
benefits. The application will be available in a 
P-EBT portal on the LDE website. The portal 
opens May 18, and the deadline to apply is June 

7. State officials expect considerable interest in 
the program and ask applicants to be patient in 
trying to access the portal.
 Once the child’s information is verified, 
DCFS will mail a P-EBT debit card loaded 
with $285 per child, and instructions for using 
the card. State officials were expected to begin 
mailing cards May 26. Benefits will be avail-
able for 365 days.
 The cards may be used at any store that ac-
cepts SNAP to buy SNAP-eligible food items.
 Many Louisiana public schools already 
are providing emergency or “grab and go” 
meals to children regardless of the child’s 
enrollment, family size or income, after re-
ceiving emergency permission from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. The new P-EBT 
benefits do not preclude students from con-
tinuing to access those meals.
 The P-EBT program was authorized by 
Congress in the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act of 2020. In obtaining federal ap-
proval for P-EBT, Louisiana joins more than 
22 other states participating in the program.
 The P-EBT application portal will 
launched  on May 18. Contact the LA-
HelpU Call Center at 1-888-524-3578 for 
more information.

Saturday, June 6
Paper Bead Necklace and Earrings
Join Cheryl Pearsall at the Many Train Depot Art Gallery 
to create this set unique to you! 
$25 class fee
750 Highway 171 Byp
Many, LA 71449
Call to reserve your spot
727-534-1057

Natchitoches Farmers Market
8 a.m. to noon 
Downtown Natchitoches Riverbank

Sabine SWCD Fish Fest
Cypress Bend Park
3462 Cypress Bend Dr
Many, LA 71449
Please contact Cypress Bend Park for more information

Toledo Bend Rec. Site Tournament
Ft. Polk MWR Toledo Bend Recreation Center
1310 Army Recreation Rd
Florien, LA 71429
Active military or veterans only
Call 318-565-4484 for more information

Friday, June 12 to Saturday, June 13
26th Annual Big Bass Classic Eliot Electric Supply
Cypress Bend Park
3462 Cypress Bend Dr
Many, LA 71449
For more information please visit https://www.elliottelec-
tric.com/CustomerService/bigbass/bigbass.aspx

Saturday, June 13
Natchitoches Farmers Market
8 a.m. to noon 
Downtown Natchitoches Riverbank

Saturday, June 13
“Happy Hours” Painting Class
Join JoAnn Cason at the Many Train Depot Art Gallery 
to paint a wooden firecracker
$20 Class fee
750 Highway 171 Byp
Many, LA 71449
Call to reserve your spot
318-228-7767

Movies in Many - “Harriet”
In honor of Black Heritage Festival come watch this 
historical movie at the Many Community Center
FREE ADMISSION 
Showtime: 7pm
Concessions: cokes and popcorn $1 each
318-256-3651

Thursday, June 18, 2020 to 
Saturday, June 20, 2020
API Oilman’s Bass Tournament
Cypress Bend Park
3462 Cypress Bend Dr
Many, LA 71449
Please visit https://www.easttexasapi.com/fish
for more information 

Saturday, June 20
Natchitoches Farmers Market
8 a.m. to noon 
Downtown Natchitoches Riverbank

“Happy Hours” Craft Class
Join Shanna Gaspard at the Many Train Depot Art 
Gallery to craft button flower art!
$20 class fee
750 Highway 171 Byp
Many, LA 71449
Call to reserve your spot
318-228-7767

Saturday, June 27
Movies in Many - “Dora and the Lost City of Gold”
See this adventure at the Many Community Center
FREE ADMISSION
Showtime: 7pm
Concessions: cokes and popcorn $1 each
Donations appreciated
318-256-3651

Natchitoches Farmers Market
8 a.m. to noon 
Downtown Natchitoches Riverbank

Saturday, July 4, 2020
God Bless America Patriotic Concert
Wille Stewart Family & Friends
FREE ADMISSION
Concessions: $1 each
Town of Many
675 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA 71449
318-256-3651

Calendar of events

Celebrate and  Have 
a Wonderful

Independence Day !!
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#177 #177Re-Elect
Sylvia Morrow

Natchitoches City Council - District 3
Telephone: 318-521-2713

“THE PEOPLE’S
CANDIDATE”

Election Day

Date Change!

July 11, 2020

* Accountability In Government
* Leadership & Innovation
* Commitment & Dedication
* Street Development
* Strong Neighborhoods
* Recreation Enhancements
* Drainage & Repairs
* Department of Transportation  
 & Development Upgrades
* Atmos Energy Repairs
* Housing Development
 & Grants

Plumbing, llCPlumbing, llC
O’bannOnO’bannOn

glen O’bannOnglen O’bannOn, Owner, Owner
Commercial, New Residential, Repairs & Remodels

“Over 26 Years Experience”

318-332-8699  Licensed & Insured
318-357-9462  Master Plumber

answers to the May 1, 2020 PUZZLE BLOCK:

 As of  press time Tues-
day, May 26, there are  
38,054 confirmed COV-
ID-19 cases in Louisiana, 
according to the Louisi-
ana Department of Health 
(LDH).   Additionally, there 
are  28,700 presumed  re-
covered and, 2,596 reported 
deaths.  To date, 341,026  
residents  have been tested.  
Louisiana’s  estimated  pop-
ulation is  4.6 million. 
 Natchitoches Parish pos-
itive cases increased to 155 

with 13 deaths, and 1,874 
residents  have been tested.  
The parish’s estimated popu-
lation is 38,000.
 Sabine Parish positive 
cases are 40 with no deaths 
and  1,003 residents tested. 
The parish’s estimated popu-
lation is 24,000.
 Vernon Parish positive 
cases 24  with three deaths, 
and  875 residents tested. 
The parish’s estimated popu-
lation is 47,000.  
 Nationwide totals are 

1.72 million positive cases 
with 361,000 presumed re-
covered and 100,000 deaths. 
According to the COVID 
Tracking Project, 14.9 mil-
lion people in the US have 
been tested for the virus The 
U.S. estimated population is 
328 million.  
 Globally, there are 5.56 
million positive cases with 
2.27 million presumed re-
covered and 349, 000 deaths. 
The world estimated popula-
tion is 7.7 billion. 

Here are the COVID-19 numbers 
as of Tuesday, May 26
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1790 Highway 3175 Bypass • Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-352-9876               800-256-9818

www.weekstractor.net

& Supply& Supply

MoreMore
TractorTractor
for your for your 
money.money.

Hamburgers • Short Orders

2460 West Main
Pleasant Hill, LA

318-796-3131

Dining Room
 Closes 2pm 

Daily

OPEN Mon-Sat 10am-3pm

Smokehouse Barbecue
DRIVE-THRU & DINE-IN

318-256-9080
Open Monday-Saturday 10am-3pm

805 Hwy 171 Bypass • Many, LA

Men’s & Ladies’ Fashionwear • Men’s Tuxedo Rentals

Mike & Marilyn Nichols
(318) 256-2392

P.O. Box 368
Many, LA 71449

780 E. San Antonio Avenue

K & W Clothing

WHOLESALE UNLIMITED
24 Hr. Towing, Used Car Sales & Salvage
318-357-0968

David Rushing/Owner
24 Hr. Towing: 318-332-1552
Parts: 8am-5pm - Monday-Friday

172 Brickyard Road
Natchitoches, LA 71457

Advertise here in our
Shop Local

block
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NSU’s WRAC 
and recreation 
complex reopens 
next week 

NSU’s Swanson named to CoSIDA 
Academic All-District Team
Assistant AD for Media Relations Jason Pugh

  Northwestern State pitcher Kyle Swan-
son’s academic credentials never have been 
in question.
  A two-time NSU graduate, Swanson’s ster-
ling academic resume got an extra boost as he 
was named to the CoSIDA Academic All-Dis-
trict 6 Team on Thursday. District 6 encompass-
es all Division I schools from Arkansas, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, 
Montana, North and South Dakota, Wisconsin 
and Wyoming.
 A product of Montgomery (Texas) High 
School, Swanson was in the midst of his best sta-
tistical season when the novel coronavirus/COV-
ID-19 pandemic shut down college sports. Swan-
son appeared in seven of the Demons’ 16 games, 
going 0-1 with a 1.04 ERA and four saves. He was 
joined by Mississippi State’s Spencer Price as the 
two pitchers selected to the District 6 squad.

 After completing his undergraduate biology 
degree with the highest grade point average (4.0) in 
the College of Arts and Sciences, Swanson earned 
his master’s degree in health and human perfor-
mance with a concentration in health promotion 
during Friday’s virtual commencement ceremo-
nies. He carried a 4.0 GPA into his final semester 
of graduate school.
  He has been accepted into the first class of 
Sam Houston State’s College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine and will begin classes in the fall.
 “Kyle set a tremendous example for our guys 
with his ability to balance academics and athlet-
ics,” head coach Bobby Barbier said. “He is de-
serving of the recognition he received for what he 
did in the classroom and on the mound. He was 
really good this year and a guy we could count on 
at the end of games.”
  This year’s CoSIDA Academic All-District 

Teams were selected on the basis of career academ-
ic and athletic achievements. Swanson finished 
his Demon career with eight saves, tying him for 
seventh in school history. His four saves through 
16 games had him on pace to challenge the NSU 
single-season saves mark of 10, accomplished four 
times by Chad Sheppard (twice), Daniel Desclouds 
and Brandon Smith.
 Swanson was one of four Southland Confer-
ence student-athletes selected to CoSIDA Aca-
demic All-District Teams, joined by Central Ar-
kansas infielder Christian Brasher, Houston Baptist 
pitcher Kyle Gruller and Incarnate Word outfielder 
Ridge Rogers. Gruller and Rogers were named to 
the District 5 Team.
 Players selected to one of the eight all-district 
teams are eligible to be named CoSIDA Academic 
All-Americans. Those honors will be announced in 
early June.

Two-time NSU graduate Kyle 
Swanson, was one of two pitchers 
named to the CoSIDA Academic 
All-District 6 Team. 
Swanson has been 
accepted into the first class of 
Sam Houston State’s College of 
Osteopathic Medicine with plans 
to begin 
classes in the fall.
courtesy photo

 Northwestern State University’s 
Wellness, Recreation and Activi-
ties Center and the NSU Recreation 
Complex has reopened.  Health and 
safety protocols will be observed, 
including social distancing and oth-
er measures to provide a safe and 
healthy environment for patrons and 
staff.  Guidelines may be revised in 
conjunction with state mandates.

 

WRAC hours for the week of May 
18-22  were 8 a.m.-6 p.m.  Patric Du-
Bois, WRAC manager,  anticipated  
hours expanding  to 6 a.m.-6 p.m. 
the following week.  Weekend hours  
are 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturdays and 
1-5 p.m. Sundays.  The WRAC  was 
closed for Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 25.
 “No more than 200 patrons will 
be allowed in the facility at the same 
time and some areas will have sepa-
rate guidelines per space and equip-
ment.  Masks will be required by 
all employees and patrons. Social 
distancing between patrons and em-
ployees will be promoted, expected 
and enforced,” DuBois said.
 All equipment users will be 
expected to wipe down equipment 
after use.  Sanitizing wipes will be 
provided in all workout areas.  Only 
two people will be allowed in the 
elevator at a time.  The gymnasium 
will be available for shoot-arounds 
only with no pick-up games al-
lowed.  No day passes are being sold 
this summer.
 

Hours for the NSU Rec Complex are 
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sun-
day.  Plexiglass has been installed at 
the counter, and staff are required to 
wear masks at all times when inside 
the facility.  Patrons are encouraged 
to wear masks but are not required to 
do so and are asked to use debit and 
credit cards, if possible.
 “We will not allow people to 
use the ice machine or the vending 
machine. This will help keep the 
traffic down inside the building.  
Hand sanitizer will be available at 
the counter for the patrons as well 
as the employees. Red River Sani-
tors will be sanitizing when they 
are here. The golf course staff will 
periodically sanitize when Red 
River is not available,” said Jarrod 
Cox, Rec Complex assistant man-
ager.Cox said tee times  are stag-
gered 10 minutes apart. Golf carts  
are limited to one cart per person 
and groups  are limited to four peo-
ple maximum.
 Cups are inverted so the golf 
ball will not go in the hole.  The flags  
are inserted in the cup, but patrons  
are instructed not to touch the flag.  
When the carts are brought back, 
they are sanitized for turnaround 
play, Cox  noted.
 The swimming pool and driving 
range remain closed.
 For more information on the 
WRAC, call (318) 357-5001.  For 
information on the NSU Rec Com-
plex, call (318) 357-6300.

 The Northwestern State 
women’s jumpers led a coalition 
of 10 individuals and one relay 
that were selected to the first-
ever Louisiana Sports Writers 
Association Indoor Track and 
Field awards announced Satur-
day evening.
 Graduate transfer 
LaTyria Jefferson shared 
Newcomer of the Year hon-
ors with LSU’s Symone Ma-
son. Jefferson, who trans-
ferred from Kansas, was the 
only non-LSU student-ath-
lete or coach to win one of 
the 10 superlative awards on the all-state 
collegiate track and field team.
  The senior ranked third in the state in 
the high jump (5-10.5) and just missed the 
top three in the long jump (19-7.5). Stu-
dent-athletes are recognized on the colle-
giate all-state team by posting a top-three 
mark in the state in an event.

 NSU’s most recent Newcomer of the Year 
came in 2018 as sophomore Kie’ave Harry took 
the honor.
 “She’s a big-time performer,” head coach 
Mike Heimerman said of Jefferson. “She came 
in and did exactly what we thought she would. 
We’re looking forward to seeing what she can 
do for us next year as well.”
 With the outdoor season being canceled 

because of the novel corona-
virus, this year’s Indoor team 
is the first of its kind in LSWA 
history.
     NSU jumpers Jasmyn 
Steels and Lauren Clarke 
each had Louisiana’s best 
leaps in their specialty events.
     Steels long jumped 
21-2, the seventh-best 
mark nationally, before 
the 2020 NCAA Indoor 
Championships were can-
celed after Steels won the 
long jump national title 
in 2019.

   Steels, who claimed the Louisiana Field Ath-
lete of the Year, is making her second appear-
ance on the all-state team.
    Clarke is also making her second appearance 
on the all-state squad after making the state’s top 
triple jump mark (42-11.75).
 Both Clarke and Steels won Southland 
Conference titles in those respective events.

Jefferson, Jackson, Wright lead 
pack of 17 All-Louisiana honorees
Assistant Sports Information Director Matt Vines

WRAC

REC
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Uncle Wayne’sUncle Wayne’s
OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 6:30 PM
Deliveries in Leesville on Friday

(excluding side orders)

21400 Hwy 191 South
Zwolle, LA 71486

Eva: 318-332-2287
Wayne: 318-461-5697

email: evaross1959@gmail.com

Fresh Homemade Tamales
Smoked Boudin & Brisket • Ribs • BBQ Plates

Smoked Jambalya Sticks & Pork Ribs
(All plates include homemade potato salad, beans & bread)

   Call anytime during the week 
   to place your orders
   to be picked up on Friday or Saturday

THE INK SPOT
510 University Parkway

natchitoches, La 71457

Becky or Larry vead

(318) 352-2663 • Fax (318) 352-2782
email: inkspotla@gmail.com

Full Service Printing & Copying
• Business Forms
• NCR Forms
• Continuous Forms
• Letterhead & Envelopes
• Business Cards
• Invitations
• FedEx Authorized Ship 

Center
• Legal Copying

• Color Copies
• Fax Service
• Passport Photos
• Binding
• Laminating
• Engineering Copies
• Typesetting
• Customized Items

Reference  Around The Town  Newspaper

Automatic, Standard and Diagnostic Transmissions

Kelly Coleman &      
Spencer Coleman

1975 Highway 6
Natchitoches, LA 71457

 cell 318-663-9675

K. Coleman’s
Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated

318-357-1459

SportS & outdoorS

 The same value-packed North-
western State football season-ticket 
packages fans have become accus-
tomed to are on sale now along two 
new options.
 For the first time, the North-
western State Athletics Ticket Office 
is offering a flex pack that can be 
used across the five home games on 
the 2020 schedule.
 The flex pack contains six 
vouchers to be used in any combi-
nation across our home schedule 
– Sept. 3 vs. Incarnate Word, Sept. 
12 vs. Nicholls, Sept. 
26 vs. Houston Bap-
tist, Oct. 17 vs. Sam 
Houston State and Nov. 
14 vs. McNeese – for 
$99. These vouchers, 
which include a season 
parking pass, can be 
exchanged for tickets 
the week of each game 
at the NSU Athletics 
Ticket Office, located in 
the NSU Athletic Field-
house, or at the east/
southwest ticket booth 
the day of the game.
 Another new option for the 
2020 season is the introduction of 
the Demon Family Four Pack. For 
$200, families receive four season 
chairback tickets in Sections D or I 
as well as a season parking pass. Ad-
ditional tickets in this plan are avail-
able for $50 apiece.
 Memberships into Vic’s Kids 
Club sponsored by Super 1 Foods 
also are available for children in 
eighth grade or younger. Vic’s Kids 
Club members receive a free T-shirt, 

a swag pack of additional NSU and 
Super 1 giveaways and free ad-
mission to all home NSU athletics 
events. Membership is $35 for the 
first child and $30 each for any ad-
ditional children.
 The new ticketing offer-
ings are joined by the traditional 
season-ticket packages: $115 for 
chairback seating ($105 with a 
military or senior citizen dis-
count); $75 Young Alum chair-
backs and $60 general admission.
 VIP Suite tickets are available 

in all three boxes: Demon Den, 
Hell’s Hollow, and Devil’s De-
light, and are $630 per seat (in-
cludes a donation to the Demons 
Unlimited Foundation). Each air-
conditioned suite purchase comes 
with improved parking at Turpin 
Stadium, free food and drink and 
elevator access. 
 A single $5,000 private suite is also 
available on the sixth level of Turpin 
Stadium, and comes with the afore-
mentioned benefits, along with park-

ing in the VIP parking lot of your 
choice. For more information on 
gameday suites, contact Associate 
Athletic Director for External Affairs 
Dr. Haley Taitano at blounth@nsula.
edu or by phone at 318-357-4278.
 Additionally, NSU faculty and 
staff members have the option to 
purchase chairback season tickets 
for $75, excluding seats in Sections 
F and G. NSU students still will be 
admitted to games free with a valid 
student ID.
  “Our goal has always been to 

get the most fans possi-
ble into Turpin Stadium 
to wildly cheer on our 
Demons,” said Assis-
tant Athletic Director of 
Ticket Operations and 
Special Events Mike 
Jacklich. “These new 
packages offer many 
different ways to catch 
the action this year. 
From large families to 
the single-seat season-
ticket holder, we want to 
offer the price point that 
works for any fan who 

wishes to yell and scream for our 
Purple Swarm.”
 Beginning Monday, the NSU 
Athletics Ticket Office will resume 
in-person hours from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
until further notice with operations 
taking place mainly from the window 
that opens to the exterior of the NSU 
Fieldhouse. Fans also can purchase 
tickets online at www.NSUTickets.
com. For additional information, call 
318-357-4268.

New options highlight NSU 
season-ticket packages
Assistant AD for Media Relations Jason Pugh

Congratulations to Steven Prudhome of Zwolle, LA who caught 
this 10.57 lb. fish on April 2, 2020, and weighed it in at the Buck-
eye Landing Marina. This fine catch is fish number 037 for the 
May 2019 to May 2020 Toledo Bend Lunker Bass Program.

Lunker on the line
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On the evening of May 5, 2020, Clete 
passed away peacefully of natural 
causes at Natchitoches Community 
Care Center. He was comforted by 
his family at the time of his pass-
ing. Although he did not pass from 
Covid-19, his last days were affected 
by the pandemic with visitor restriction. 
He was able to hear his family’s voices 
via phone in his last days. One daughter 
was permitted to attend his side and 
was holding his hand at the time of his 
death.
Clete was born April 3, 1928 in Knox 
Township, Lucinda, PA. He was the 
seventh child of Florian John Bauer and 
Cora Margaret Schmader.
Clete was a catholic and was an altar 
server under Monsignor William Holl 
throughout his youth in Lucinda. Clete 
entered the Navy at the age of 17(with 
his mother’s permission) in March 1946 
and served 8 months during war time 
before he was honorably separated 
in December 1946. Clete went on 
to work for JC Penny Co., where he 
fondly remembered working for Mr. 
Penny himself. Clete led a life of hard 
honest work in sales, real estate and in 
manufacturing.
Clete was a member of the American 
Legion, Elks Lodge, and the Knights of 
Columbus. His hobbies included wood 
working, gardening, cooking, camping, 
and square dancing. He was an ama-
teur “ham” radio operator, and enjoyed 
many hours in his Ham Shack talking 
with his sons. Clete had “Bauer Power” 
which he passed on to his children. He 
was an early riser with a strong cup of 
coffee. He loved his family and his car. 
He had a special talent for music, and 
could play the piano like nobody’s busi-
ness- by ear. He will be remembered 
enjoying a “shaken not stirred” gin 
martini with his puppy in his lap. Most 
of all, Clete would tell us to “Keep your 
sunny side up!” We will, Pop Pop.
Clete was preceded in death by: his 
parents Florien and Cora Bauer, his first 
wife Janet Whisner Applebaum, and 
his second wife of 52 years, his dearest 
Jean Marie Derby Bauer. His siblings 
: Henry F. Bauer, Raymond (Kaiser) 
S. Bauer, Harold (Chippie) J. Bauer, 
Bernice (Blondie) M. Bauer, Ernest F. 
Bauer, Mark J. Bauer, Marcella (Betts) 
A Bauer, and Joseph Bauer. His sons: 
Dana Bauer, James Applebaum, and 
William Palmer.
Clete is survived by: His son Cletus Paul 
(Susan) Bauer, Jr. Virginia; his daughters 
Melanie (Alan) Donnelly of New Jersey, 
Paula (Scott) Burrell of Louisiana; step 
daughters Renea Funderburk of Or-
egon, Kristie (Allen) Van Ness of Florida, 
and Terry (Robert) Hartman of Georgia. 
Grandchildren Erin (Micheal) Whitmer, 
Erik (Meredith) Bauer, Lisa Donnelly, 
Tara (Jake) Robertson, Aaron (Lauren) 
Applebaum, Niki (Nathan) Johnson, 
Caleb Burrell, Peregrine Burrell, John 
Parker Burrell, Fabian Carr, Kimberly 
(David) McFalls, Crystal Funderburk, 
Jessie (Edith) Stanley, Erik Brown.
A memorial mass will be held at a 
later date. Interment will be at Central 
Louisiana Veterans Cemetery, Leesville, 
Louisiana.
Special thanks to Natchitoches 
Community Care staff, Natchitoches 
Regional Medical Center, Hospice 
of Natchitoches and Dr. John Hogg 
for their gentle care of Cletus and his 
family.

A procession for Mazie Jane Beaudion 
will leave from Blanchard-St. Denis Funer-
al Home at 10:30 a.m. on May 12, 2020, 
for a graveside service at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church in Cloutierville, 
LA.
Prior to entering the nursing home, Mazie 
prepared her below obituary:
Ms. Mazie Beaudion was born August 2, 
1937 in Shreveport, Louisiana to Rosalee 
Coutee Beaudion and Joseph P. Beaudi-
on. She was the youngest of 10 siblings 
and the last of her family.
Ms. Beaudion attended St. Joseph’s and 
St. Mathew School. She was a life-long 
member of St. John the Baptist Cath-
olic Church. Her hobbies were fishing, 
Zydeco music and dancing. She loved 
the thrill of catching a fish and returning it 
back to the water. The tranquility and qui-
etness of the water was very calming and 
peaceful. Her other passion was Zydeco 
music and dancing. She loved to go to 
dances and could dance all night.
Ms. Beaudion liked to ride her bicycle and 
when she wasn’t, she was walking. She 
had a special way of smiling that made 
you happy just by seeing it.
She is preceded in death by her parents, 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Beaudion, and all 
nine of her brothers and sisters: Rosalee 
Beaudion Monette (Clarence), Josephine 
Beaudion Antee (A.C.), Joseph Matthew 
Beaudion (Anease), Roberta Beaudion, 
Zelia Beaudion LaCour (Acie, Sr.), Pearline 
Beaudion Rachal (Mitchell), Sidney Beau-
dion Sr. (Roberta), and Joseph Charles 
Beaudion (Florence).
She leaves a fourth generation of nieces 
and nephews along with cousins and 
friends.
A special thanks to her nieces and neph-
ews for being there. 

It is with great sadness and heavy 
hearts that the NPSB family learned 
of the passing of one of our dedicated 
teachers. Patricia Beaudion taught at 
NCHS for over 40 years. She was loved 
by many and taught several generations 
of students. Please remember her fami-
ly in your thoughts and prayers.

On May 4, 2020, Doug Cain, loving 
husband and father of three children, 
passed away at the age of 71.
Doug was born in Fermanagh, North-
ern Ireland, where he was adopted by 
Art and Dee Cain and raised in Bossier 
City with his brothers, Dan and Clint 
Cain. Doug received his undergradu-
ate degree from Centenary College in 
Shreveport and his master’s degree 
in theology from Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas. On June 25, 1977, 
he married Martie Rannenberg. They 
raised two sons, Jed and Brian, and a 
daughter, Mary Elizabeth.
Doug was a United Methodist minister 
in the Louisiana Conference for over 

40 years. He pastored churches in 
DeRidder, Haughton, New Orleans, 
Shreveport, Natchitoches, Sulphur and 
Coushatta in addition to serving as a 
District Superintendent.
Doug was a faithful servant of a loving 
and compassionate God. He believed 
that grace trumped sin and God’s 
eternal love provided a path forward for 
all of us. During his preaching prime, 
as they say in baseball, Doug “threw 
95 mph and could paint the corners,” 
while somehow still getting a hungry 
congregation out by noon. He baptized 
crying babies, soothed nervous brides 
and grooms, helped children bury 
parents, and parents bury children.
Doug loved his wife and kids the 
way that he believed God loved each 
of us – unconditionally – during the 
best of times and the worst of times. 
Known affectionately as “Pop” to his 
granddaughter, Emerson, and four 
grandsons, Jake, London, Moss and 
Fisher, he was a master storyteller and 
a professional driveway hoops H-O-R-
S-E player.
Not surprising to those that appreci-
ated Doug’s quirky wit and humor, his 
last words were reportedly jokes with 
the ICU nurses caring for him at the 
hospital. But his final joke may have 
come with the very unique date of his 
death – May 4, 2020 – also known as 
May The Fourth Be With You Day – the 
unofficial holiday honoring the Star 
Wars franchise.
Doug loved the theology of Star Wars. 
It was the fodder of many a sermon. He 
introduced his kids to Star Wars in the 
1980s and could be seen 30 something 
years later standing in line at the movie 
theater with his grandkids on the open-
ing night of the latest Star Wars movie.
In typical Doug Cain fashion, with 
his signature wit and humor, his final 
benediction to all those he left behind 
was simply and profoundly – MAY THE 
FORCE BE WITH YOU.

After military service, Neill earned his 
Bachelor’s and Masters of Arts degree 
in English from East Texas State Uni-
versity (now Texas A&M – Commerce). 
Neill began teaching English in 1970 
at Northwestern State University in 
Natchitoches, a career that spanned 
more than three decades.
He wrote the “Eye of the Cameron” 
column for a local newspaper for many 
years. In addition to his vast knowledge 
of literature, history and film, Neill was 
a skilled carpenter and craftsman. He 
renovated and sold several houses 
before finally purchasing one for 
himself on Cane River. He spent many 
happy hours improving the floor plan, 
building shelves for his vast collection 
of books, and constructing a deck 
that overlooked the water. Neill was 
also a passionate photographer, with 
a true artist’s eye for color and detail. 
After retiring from NSU, he expanded 
his hobby into a business, providing 
professional headshots and chronicling 
historic landmarks throughout Natchi-
toches Parish, as well as weddings 
and graduations. Neill influenced many 
generations of Camerons with his wit, 
wisdom and kindness.
He was loved and is forever missed 
by his nieces Donna Ward (Bill) and 
Linda Holeman (Russell), and Anne 
Marie Burfischer (David); nephew, Paul 
Cameron (Helen); cousin, Cameron 
Carpenter; and their families.
Per Neill’s wishes, there will be no 
services.
His family asks that you read a book, 
call a friend or donate to Meals on 
Wheels (or the charity of your choice) in 
his memory.

 

Visitation will be Monday, May 18 from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Robinson Family 
Mortuary, 1815 Military Hwy, Pineville. 
Paul was born to the late Inez Gibson 
and Richard Davis Nov. 11, 1955.
He graduated from Natchitoches High 
School then enlisted in the US Air 
Force where he served three years 
then enlisted in the US Army where he 
served three years. Paul attended NSU 
where he received a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Business. He also became an activist 
for Social Justice.
At an early age, Paul confessed his be-
lief in Christ and was baptized at Lake 
Street Church of Christ. Paul married 
Kimberly Adame Aug. 10, 1996.
He is preceded in death by his mother 
and stepfather, Inez and Ernest Gibson; 
father, Richard Davis; brother, James 
Blake; sister, Olivia “Doll” Davis; and 
two nephews, Monty P. Gibson and 
Broderick D. Williams.
Paul will be dearly missed by his wife; 
daughter, Kyna Porter; two sons, Ke-
drek T. Davis and Justin Davis; seven 
sisters, Doris Pine-Bailey (Claude), 
Barbara McCauley, Herculean Davis, 
Sandra G. Calhoun (Terry), Beverly Lee 
(Antonio), Connie Robinson, Debra 
Davis-Jackson (Joe Lee); brother, 
Bruce Casson ; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, relatives and friends. 

A private graveside service for Patsy 
Lorene Desadier, 54, of Goldonna, LA 
will be held at 10 A.M. Saturday, May 
9, 2020 at St. Maurice Cemetery with 
Elder Keith Hammett officiating.
Mrs. Desadier was born born Septem-
ber 3, 1965 in Natchitoches, LA and 
passed away May 6, 2020. Patsy was a 
lover of animals. She worked tirelessly 
to establish and grow the membership 
of the Butte tribe. She was a very giving 
person, always willing to help others 
even before helping herself. Patsy 
was a free-spirited person who always 
spoke her mind. She loved all kids as 
well as her family and she will be dearly 
missed by all those who knew and 
loved her.
She was preceded in death by her 
infant son; parents, Opal Faye Rhymes 
Bacon and Conrad Blake; two broth-
ers, Terry Anthony Blake and Conrad 
Blake, Jr.
Mrs. Desadier is survived by her 
husband, James Dallas Desadier; 
five children, William Admire, Michael 
Admire and wife April, Emory Admire, 
Patricia Richardson and husband 
Nathan, and Leah Admire; one brother, 
Tommy Blake and wife, Delisa; four 
sisters, Carla Harris and husband 
Thomas, Sandra Grillette and husband 
Climmer, Penny Grillette and husband 
James, Denise Smith and husband 
Lonnie; 20 grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild.
Pallbearers will be Harlie Gorham, 
Tawnya Thomas, Patricia Richardson, 
Sandra Grillette, Frankie Jones, Christi-
na Desadier, and Vicki Berry.

Natchitoches is mourning the loss of 
Coach Matthew Brian Dodson who 
recently  passed away  in Shreveport, 
La. He taught in Cameron Parish for 
twenty- two years. Natchitoches Parish 
was blessed to have him for the past 
eleven years as an Educator and a 
Baseball Coach. He impacted the lives 
of so many students and coworkers. 
He fought a brave battle against can-
cer, more than once and loved sharing 
his testimony with many.
Our deepest condolences are extend-
ed to his family. Blake, Chase & Amy 
and his grandchildren.

Mrs. Dixie Catherine (Simpson) Ebarb 
was born November 22, 1947 in 
Shreveport, LA to Kenneth Leroy Simp-
son and Catherine Louise (Danbreun) 
Simpson and entered into rest on 
May 6, 2020 at her residence in Many, 
LA. Graveside services for her will be 
held on Monday, May 11, 2020 at St. 
Joseph Catholic Cemetery at 10:00 AM 
with Father Joseph Ampatt officiating. 
A private family visitation will be held 
from 8:00 AM until service time at Kil-
patrick’s Rose-Neath Many Chapel.
She was raised in Shreveport and 
married her high school sweetheart, 
Adron Ebarb, together they had two 
beautiful children, Jim, and Cathy. 
Dixie has always loved hunting, fishing, 
working in her yard and helping people. 
She and Adron moved to Toledo Bend 
16 years ago and have made many 
friends. However due to the Corona 
Virus restrictions, Dixie’s services will 
be private and for family only.
Preceding Dixie in death were her 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Simpson. 
Those left behind to cherish her memo-
ry are her husband of 54 years, Monroe 
Adron Ebarb Jr. of Many, LA; her son, 
Jim Ebarb of Many, LA; her daughter, 
Cathy Sharp and husband, Leon-
ard of Many, LA; her grandchildren, 
David Alan Sharp and wife, Lacey of 
Converse, James Ray Sharp of Many, 
LA; and her great grandchild, Eva Marie 
Sharp. In addition, she leaves behind a 
special friend, Joyce Rains, and a host 
of other friends, and other relatives.

Joseph Vance Etheridge, 71, of Zwolle, 
LA., was born on Wednesday, January 
19, 1949 and he passed away on Mon-
day, May 11, 2020.
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Vance and Victoria (Ezernack) 
Etheridge; wife, Pamela Troquille 
Etheridge; brothers, Clifford Etheridge, 
Herman Etheridge, Tennen Etheridge, 
Nolan Etheridge and Keith Etheridge.
He is survived by his children, Joseph 
P. Etheridge and wife Glenda of Zwolle, 
LA., Lisa Fountain and husband Byron 
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of Converse, LA., Melinda Bertrand 
and husband Pierre of Covington, LA., 
Jeffrey Etheridge of Zwolle, LA. and 
Shay Etheridge of Zwolle, LA.; sisters, 
Jane McCloud, Dorothy King, Elizabeth 
Ramsey, JoAnn McCormick, Florence 
Schulgen and Mary Sue Euson; brother, 
Randy Etheridge; grandchildren, Beth-
any Fountain, Jessica Bertrand, Chloe 
Bertrand, Cooper Bertrand, Brandi 
Stout, Marjana Etheridge, Payton Lind-
sey, J.D. Etheridge, Isabelle Etheridge, 
Jett Etheridge, Jase Etheridge, Alayia 
Etheridge and Quill Calhoun; great 
grandchildren, Kai Phathong, Maleia 
Fountain, Braelyn Etheridge, Madelyn 
Lindsey and Emerly Etheridge; along 
with a host of nieces, nephews and 
friends.
A private family graveside will be held 
at Lakeview Cemetery.

Private graveside services honoring the 
life of Mrs. Elsie Ezernack, 75, will be 
held at 2:00 p.m., Thursday, April 23, 
2020 at St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery 
in Zwolle, Louisiana with Fr. Joseph 
Ampatt officiating. This will be an invi-
tation-only family service not to exceed 
10 people due to the restriction of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
Elsie was born on December 30, 1944 
in Shreveport, Louisiana to Carl and 
Minnie Ebarb. She entered into eternal 
rest on April 20, 2020 in Shreveport, 
Louisiana. She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Carl Ebarb and Minnie 
Ebarb Knight and her stepfather, Eu-
gene Knight. Left behind to cherish her 
memory are her husband of 57 years, 
Raymond Ezernack of Noble, LA; son, 
Tommy Ezernack and wife Christina of 
Noble, LA; daughters, Tammy Ezernack 
of Shreveport, LA; Tina Heiss and 
husband Don of Grand Cane, LA and 
Tara Remedies and husband Jeffery of 
Noble, LA; brothers, Richard “Scooter” 
Ebarb of Ebarb, LA and Vernon Ebarb 
and wife Doris of Stonewall, LA;sister, 
Wilma Ebarb of Ebarb, LA; nine grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.
Honoring Elsie as honorary pallbearers 
will be her Godsons, Dalton Ezernack, 
Milton Sepulvado, Chris Martinez, 
Anthony Meshell, Jeffrey Ezernack, and 
Jordan Ezernack.

Bennie Elbert Faust was born on 
Monday, February 8, 1943 in Robeline, 
LA. He passed away on Tuesday, April 
28, 2020 at Willis Knighton North in 
Shreveport, LA.
He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Sidney Elbert Faust and Minnie 
Jane (Moss) Faust.
He is survived by his wife, Dee Faust 
of Belmont, LA; sons: Greg Faust of 
Mansfield, LA, Brandt Faust of Negreet, 
LA and Benny Faust, Jr. of Natchi-
toches, LA; stepdaughters: Tene Leach 
of Many, LA, Christine Easterwood of 
Arlington, TX and Catherine Hendrick-
son of Many, LA; stepsons, Paul Qui-
nones of Ft. Worth, TX and Jonathan 
Campbell of Many, LA; sisters: Juanita 
Schweitzer of Leesville, LA, Sharon 
Koss of Many, LA, Diana Dupre of New 
Orleans, LA and Renee Faust of Many, 
LA; brothers, Michael Faust of New 
Llano, LA and Derek Faust of Sunset, 
LA; twenty-one grandchildren; four 
great grandchildren; along with a host 
of nieces, nephews and friends.
A private graveside service will be held 
at Friendship Nazarene Cemetery with 
Rev. Richard Partridge officiating.

Peggy Bankston Fisher, 66, passed 
away in her home in Natchitoches, LA 
on May 4, 2020. She was born Novem-
ber 6, 1953 in Alexandria, LA. Peggy 
lived much of her life in Natchitoches. 
She earned her Bachelor’s and Mas-
ter’s degrees from Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas, TX.
Peggy was blessed with incredible 
musical talent and she filled her life with 
music. Whether you heard her sing at 
church, on stage in a musical, in the 
classroom, or in the “big room” of her 
parents’ home, it was always extraordi-
nary. When she played the piano or gui-
tar, the music was full of emotion. She 
sang and played beautifully despite 
only having hearing in one ear. Peggy 
was also a history buff and loved to 
travel to historical sites as well as the 
beach.
After years of directing church choirs in 
both Louisiana and Texas, Peggy found 
her true passion in teaching. She taught 
music (and sometimes fine arts and 
English) at Natchitoches Central High 
School for 20 years. She dedicated to 
life to her students and was especially 
proud of the students in the school’s 
honor choir, NCHOIR (which she found-
ed and directed).
Peggy was a member of the Trinity 
Episcopal Church. She was a volunteer 
at Los Adaes in Robeline and Hodges 
Gardens State Park. She served 
as Secretary of the Lesche Club of 
Natchitoches and was a member of 
the Friends of the Natchitoches Parish 
Library. Peggy was also a zumba 
enthusiast. Whatever group she was a 
part of, she supported with her heart 
and soul.
Peggy is survived by her brother Larry 
Fisher and his partner Linda Applegate 
of Hilton Head, SC; nieces Laurie Fisher 
and husband Jason Tennis of Boston, 
MA, Leslie Bley and husband Kevin of 
Austin, TX, and Lindsay McCain and 
husband Corey of Atlanta, GA; and 
grandnephews and grandnieces Ethan, 
Ezra, Riley, Claire and Cole. Peggy was 
predeceased by her beloved parents 
Jack and Mary Catherine Fisher, broth-
er Jack Fisher II and her grandparents 
Charles and Lorena Williams. She was 
also predeceased by the many cats 
she loved and cared for over the years.
Memorial donations can be made to 
Friends of Animals (www.friendsofan-
imals.org) or the American Diabetes 
Association (www.diabetes.org).
There will be a celebration of Peggy’s 
life held at a later date.

Patsy was born on December 7, 1938 
in Rodessa, Louisiana.
She was preceded in death by her 
father, O.S. Davis, her mother, Irene 
Barron Davis, and three siblings, Othell 
Grimsley, Donald Davis, and Wilda 
McGee.
She is survived by her husband of 
61 years, Johnny Francis, daugh-
ter, Patti Bornaman, and son, Rick 
Francis and his wife, Debbie, her three 
grandchildren, the joys of her life, Riley 
Bornaman, Kara Bornaman, and Logan 
Francis, one sister, Janis Bilton, and a 
host of nieces, nephews, and friends.
Patsy was a faithful member of The 
Pentecostals of Bossier City. Patsy 
was a caring, giving person, truly 
concerned for others, always ready to 
serve or help those in need. She had 
many talents, was a phenomenal cook, 
decorator, seamstress, and was very 
creative in many areas. She had a quick 
wit, which was evident even on the day 

she passed away
Patsy was also a musician. She played 
the piano, sang, and wrote many 
songs. She loved Southern Gospel 
Music, and enjoyed going to Southern 
Gospel Music events.
Patsy was known for her famous, 
“Peanut Patty”, which she truly enjoyed 
making, and giving away. In recent 
years, she began a ministry of making 
neck pillows to comfort those who 
were ill. She made and gave away at 
least 150 pillows.
On March 7, 2020, she was diagnosed 
with cancer and faced this diagnosis 
with courage, acceptance, grace and 
peace.
Thank you to all who have supported 
her in these last few months with calls, 
cards, food, and expressions of love 
and concern.
In lieu of flowers, you may make 
donations to Pentecostals of Bossier 
City Missions Fund. 2833 Viking Drive, 
Bossier City, LA 71111
Due to the Covid-19 restriction and 
guidelines, Patsy’s family will be having 
a private immediate family graveside 
service at Forest Park West Cemetery 
under the direction of Rose-Neath 
Funeral Home Southside Chapel. When 
circumstances allow they will have a 
Celebration of Life Service to honor Ms. 
Patsy.

Karen Anette Geoghagan was born on 
Thursday, July 2, 1964 in Morgan City, 
LA. She passed away on Thursday, 
April 30, 2020 in Many, LA.
She was preceded in death by her 
parents, T. J. Geoghagan and Yceleta 
Jeanette (Faust) Geoghagan.
She is survived by her daughter, Rachel 
Henshaw and husband Joshua of Ft. 
Polk, LA; son, Nathaniel James Barbee 
of Concord, NC; sister, Sheila Grappe 
and husband Freddie of Many, LA; 
brothers: Adrian Geoghagan and wife 
Peggy of Mandeville, LA, Terry Geogha-
gan of Many, LA and Kelvin Geoghagan 
of Many, LA; grandchildren, Isabella 
Holbrook of Ft. Polk, LA and Jace Hen-
shaw of Ft. Polk, LA; along with a host 
of nieces, nephews and friends.
A private graveside service will be held 
at Ft. Jesup Cemetery.

A graveside service for Mrs. Jewel M. 
Goodwin will be at 2 pm on Wednes-
day, May 6, 2020 at Ramah Cemetery 
in Ashland, LA.
Jewel was born on June 28, 1929 to 
Louis Washington Stewart and Eula 
Williams Stewart in Natchitoches 
Parish.  She passed from this life on 
May 2, 2020, in Natchitoches at the 
age of 90.
She is survived by her children Carolyn M. 
Choate, Shirley F. Bedgood, Ruby J. Hall, 
Dennis R. McClelland, Carrie D. Massey, 
Linda S. McClanahan Choate, and Roger 
D. Bedgood; and a sister, Essie Lee Day.  
She was blessed with 22 grandchildren, 
55 great grandchildren, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Louis and Eula Stewart; a daugh-
ter, Brenda K. Jones; and siblings, 
Alvin D. Stewart, Louie E. Stewart, J.W. 
Stewart, Cammie Lee Huber, Jessie 
Mae Cox, Thelma Stewart, and Buddy 
Stewart.
In the fullness of time
A Life’s journey ends
But love once shared
Continues to live.
And beyond this day….
That love prevails

On October 9, 1943, Lee and Ethel 
Armstrong were blessed with a bundle 
of joy and they named me Eloise. Be-
fore me, they were blessed with bun-
dles of joy: Vivian, Almeral and Shirley. 
More blessings came after me: Annie 
Joe, Ollie Lee, Evelyn and Carolyn.
Prior to marrying mother, daddy was 
blessed with Emma Jean and R. L. 
As the years have passed, the Lord 
has called Almeral, Ollie Lee, Vivian, 
Carolyn, Emma Jean, R. L. and both 
parents home.
At an early age, I confessed Christ as 
my Redeemer, under the leadership of 
Pastor G. B. Scott at Goodwill Baptist 
Church. I worked in many areas of 
the church that included: Jr. Choir 
Secretary, Sr. Choir President, Sunday 
School Teacher, Sunday School Super-
intendent, and Secretary of the Ladies 
Guild. I enjoyed working in all positions.
I married Roy Graham, and we were 
blessed with three little bundles of 
joy: Roy, Jr., Lee Roy (deceased), 
and Emma. Roy Sr. brought to the 
family: Melburn, Joyce, Lindell and 
Natasha, who added more love to my 
life. Roy Jr. added two bundles of joy: 
Kendra Graham Miller (Algernon) and 
Justin Graham. Emma married Levi 
McKelphin and they added two more: 
Jennifer McKelphin Lattimer (Timothy) 
and Courtney McKelphin.
Over the years, I have had a very full 
and joyous life. For many years, I 
worked in stores and spent 37 years 
operating a school bus. There are many 
parents and children who have stayed 
in contact and shared their lives with 
me.
Along with my deceased sisters, 
brother and parents, my son Lee Roy is 
waiting to greet me. I leave to cherish 
my memory: one uncle, Joe Oliphant 
(Julia) Natchitoches, LA, my sisters, 
Shirley Gibson (Houston, TX), Annie 
Armstrong (Natchitoches, LA), and 
Evelyn Payne (Will) Los Angeles, CA, 
2 children, 4 grands, 2 great grands. 
Some will remember eating out of 
my plate, playing and having fun and 
others will remember our walks. There 
are many cousins, nieces, nephews 
and many kinfolks and friends that 
have contributed to making my life a 
good one.
As you read this, know that I am no 
longer hanging on raggedy, I had to let 
go, but with a smile.
A Joyous Life- Love “U”-Eloise

Mrs. Minnie Louise Varnado Hanby, 
85, passed away on Monday, May 4, 
2020, at The Oaks of Louisiana after a 
brief illness. A memorial service will be 
held at a later date when it is safer for 
friends and family to gather.
Minnie was a native of Natchitoches, 
Louisiana and a resident of Shreveport 
for 65 years. She was a Registered 
Nurse who loved her 37-year career 
working with Dr. William H. Haynie, Sr. 
from the early days at Worley, Cotter 
and Haynie, until her retirement from 
Mid City Pediatrics at age 73. She 
and her husband, Doug, were active 
members of the Upper Room Sunday 
School Class at Noel United Methodist 
Church for more than 60 years. They 
were also involved in several volunteer 
activities in their retired years including 
weekly Meals on Wheels delivery for 
Volunteers of America of North Louisi-
ana. Minnie was an excellent cook and 
baker. She also enjoyed spending time 
with her many friends and grandchil-
dren.

Mrs. Hanby was preceded in death 
by her husband of 60 years, Douglas 
Hanby, by two days. Minnie and Doug 
enjoyed doing everything together in 
life and their departing this world in 
such a short time apart is a testament 
of their close bond.
Minnie is survived by her daughter, 
Lisa Hanby Brandeburg (Michael) of 
Shreveport; son, Todd Hanby (Shari) 
of Birmingham, AL; grandchildren, 
Matthew and Rebecca Brandeburg, 
and Allison and Scott Hanby.
The family requests that memorials be 
made to Volunteers of America of North 
Louisiana, 360 Jordan Street, Shreve-
port, LA 71101, St. Jude’s Research 
Hospital, Memphis, TN, or the charity 
of the donor’s choice.

Graveside service for Susan Hennigan 
will be at 10 am Saturday, May 16, 
2020, at St. Joseph’s Chapel Cemetery 
in the Trichel Community with Rev. 
Gus “Dutch” Voltz, III officiating. A pro-
cession will leave Blanchard-St. Denis 
Funeral Home of Natchitoches at 9:30 
am on Saturday the 16th.
Susan, 53 years of age and a resident 
of Denham Springs, passed away on 
May 11, 2020 with her family that she 
adored by her side. She was born on 
February 9, 1967, to John and Kittie 
Sue (DeLoach) Vercher in Montgomery, 
LA. She was preceded in death by her 
parents. Her most treasured posses-
sion on earth was her family, especially 
her grandchildren that brought her so 
much joy. She will be dearly missed by 
all that knew and loved her.
She is survived by her husband of 
35 years, Al Hennigan; son, Lynthus 
Hennigan, IV; daughter, Lillian Dixon; 
brother, Keith Vercher; sisters, Rebecca 
Prestenbach and Frances Ezernack; 
grandchildren, Violet Dixon, Ivey Pham, 
Jace Ruiz, Asher Hennigan and Bryna 
Hennigan; as well as numerous extend-
ed family and friends.

Larry “Fabacher” Jackson was born on 
May 31, 1955 to the late John and Dor-
othy (Bison) Jackson. He passed away 
on April 11, 2020 in Zwolle, La.
He was preceded in death by his par-
ents; grandmother, Dorothy Bison; and 
brother-in-law, Doug Remedies.
He is survived by his children, Amanda 
Jackson of Bossier City, La and Mat-
thew Jackson and wife, Kayla of Patter-
son, La; grandsons, Daniel Bourque 
and Drake Emerson of Bossier City, 
La; sisters, Terry Jackson Remedies of 
Zwolle, La, Sherry Bufkin and husband, 
James of Hall Summit, La, and Cherry 
Jackson Williams of Keithville, La.
He also leaves behind aunts Elsie Rae 
Ferguson of Zwolle, La, Mary Lou 
Bison of Noble, La, Dorothy L. Bison 
Anderson of Zwolle, La, and Willene Bi-
son Bessing of Ocala, Fl; uncle Tommy 
Bison of Grand Cane, La.; nieces and 
nephews, Elena Remedies Long, Tessie 
Remedies Meshell, Tori Remedies Vela, 
Anthony “Poppa” Remedies, Saman-
tha Remedies, Drew Remedies, Luke 
Remedies, Barbara Remedies, Damon 
Rivers, and Miranda Adams; and nu-
merous great nieces and nephews.
Graveside services will be held once 
the “Stay At Home” order is lifted.
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Lyvon Jennings, 85, of Marksville, LA., 
was born on Tuesday, June 12, 1934 
in Shreveport, LA. He passed away 
on Friday, May 15, 2020 at Valley View 
Health Care in Marksville, LA.
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Angus and Mamie (Ferguson) 
Jennings; brothers, William Jennings 
and Kenneth Burnett; sisters, Rachel 
Emrey and Roma Abel.
He is survived by his brother, Doyle 
Jennings and wife Barbara of Hineston, 
LA.; nephew, Stanley Walker and wife 
Belinda of Pleasant Hill, LA.; niece, 
Brenda Goldman and husband Mike 
of New Orleans, LA.; along with a host 
of other, nieces, nephews, family and 
friends.
A private family graveside was held at 
Bethany Cemetery in Marthaville, LA.

Rufus G. Kelly was born in Many, LA to 
Donald & Pauline Byles Kelly on Janu-
ary 16, 1938. He passed away May 6, 
2020. He was 82.
He attended Many High School and 
graduated in 1956. He worked in the 
oilfield for a few years and was drafted 
into the Army. Rufus worked for Trainer 
Survey in Many and later in Mississippi. 
Rufus came back and married Neva 
Duggan Kelly in Florien, LA. He worked 
at Boise-Cascade, Fisher Plant and 
retired after thirty-six years. He loved 
to look for arrowheads, fish and hunt. 
Rufus liked to listen to LSU and Many 
Tiger football on the radio.
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Donald Kelly and Pauline 
Byles Kelly; son, Vincent Kelly; and his 
brother, Dallas Kelly.
Left to cherish his memory is his wife 
of 53 years, Neva Kelly, sons Jeff and 
Pam Kelly of Carrollton, TX, and Robert 
and Kinsey Kelly of Shreveport and 
Indiana. He has three grandchildren: 
Sela, Zane, and Aedyn Kelly, and a sis-
ter and brother-in-law, Sue and Denny 
Howard of Bloomfield, KY; along with a 
host of nieces and nephews.
Honorary Pallbearers: Kelly Crittenden, 
Kasey Crittenden, Billy Guay, Mike 
Henderson, Lee Eddie Self, Russell 
Peace, Boyd Peace, Bob Harper, Ron-
nie Ebarb and Dean Nelson.
In lieu of flowers, please support the 
Gideons International, St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Samaritan’s Purse, or 
Shriners Hospital for Children.
There will be a graveside service at Oak 
Hill Cemetery with Bro. Brian Gilcrease 
officiating.

Virgie LaNell Free Lee age 83, passed 
away at her home on May 18, 2020 in 
Frierson, Louisiana.
Mrs. Lee was born to Truly and Martha 
Free on March 6, 1937 in Marthaville, 
Louisiana. She graduated from Mar-
thaville High School and then graduat-
ed from Northwest State University in 

Registered Nursing.
She met the love of her life, James Lee 
and they had two beautiful children 
together. She moved to New Orleans to 
acquire her Master’s Degree in Nurse 
Anesthetist. She came back to Shreve-
port, LA and worked at DeSoto General 
Hospital in Mansfield, LA for over 31 
years. They are founding members of 
Kingston Baptist Church in Frierson, 
LA. She enjoyed traveling and cooking 
for her family.
Mrs. Lee was preceded in death by her 
parents and siblings. She is survived by 
her husband of 63 years, James Lee; 
children, Steve Lee and wife Lynda, 
Kirk Lee; grandchildren, Bobbie Jo 
Hutchings, LaShea Hall and husband 
Trey Hall, Sonja Lee; four great grand-
daughters; sister, Hazel Franklin and 
nieces, nephews and cousins.
Visitation will be held from 5:00 to 7:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 20, 2020, 
at Rose-Neath Southside Chapel, 
2500 Southside Drive, Shreveport, LA. 
Funeral services will be conducted at 
11:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 21, 2020 
at Rose-Neath Southside Chapel. Rev-
erend Buddy Puryear will be officiating 
the service. Graveside services will 
follow at Jennings Chapel Congrega-
tional Church Cemetery in Marthaville, 
LA. Friends may sign the guest book at 
Rose Neath Funeral Home Southside 
Chapel, 2500 Southside Drive, Shreve-
port, Louisiana.
Honoring Mrs. Lee as pallbearers will 
be Chad Franklin, Michael Free, Jr., 
Franklin Utz, Jr., Bubba Smith, Wade 
Free, Bobby Weeks, Trey Hall and 
Austin Hall. Honoring her as honorary 
pallbearers will be Stan Bacque, Todd 
Free and Aaron Free.
The family would like to give a special 
thanks to Gloria Daniels, Kassie Dan-
iels, Susan Martin, Destiny Martin and 
Melonie Grant.

Mary Lou Lewis was born November 5, 
1944 in Port Arthur, TX to Eldon Shoe-
broek and Orie (Moore) Shoebroek and 
entered into rest on April 23, 2020 in 
Natchitoches, LA. Graveside services 
were held on Saturday, April 25, 2020 
at Marthaville Cemetery at 10:00 AM 
with Brother John Lewing officiating. 
She has been an Eastern Star Member 
for 57 years.
Preceding her in death were her 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. Eldon Shoebroek; 
her son, Eldon Dwayne Lewis; and her 
brother, Issac Henry Shoebroek. Those 
left behind to cherish her memory are 
her husband of 57 years, Willie James 
Lewis of Robeline, LA; her children, 
Kevin Wayne Lewis, Karen Ann Mitchell 
& husband, Willie; Brenda Kaye Wade 
& husband, Craig; and her brother, 
Quinnion Shoebroek & wife, Betty. 
In addition, she leaves behind her 
grandchildren, James David Wade; 
Richard Wayne Lewis; Sarah Grantham 
& husband, Jonathan; Christopher 
Lewis & wife, Alicia; Nickolas Lewis & 
wife, Ashley; Jonathan Lewis & wife, 
Adna; Breyannie Zentz & husband, 
Austin; Ann Marie & wife, Ellen Wade; 
Henry Lewis, Austin, Miranda, Brandi & 
fiancé, Peyton. Her great grandchildren 
left to mourn her include Noah, Ellie, 
Layton, Landon, Bryson, Jonah, Elena, 
Jane, Wesley, Brooklyn, Conner, and 
Everett along with a host of nieces, 
nephews, friends, and other relatives. 
Mary also has some special relatives 
that include Eloise Marshall & family, 
Nancy Gibson & family. She had a 
niece, Sharon George and nephew, 
Isaac “Jr.” Shoebroek that will also 
mourn her passing.
Honoring her as pallbearers were Willie 
Mitchell, Jono Grantham, Richard 
Lewis, Nick Lewis, Craig Wade, and 
Peyton Carter. Serving as honorary 
pallbearers were Christopher Lewis, 
Jonathan Lewis, James Wade, and 
Noah Grantham.
Mary’s family would like to thank all 
the staff at Hospice of Natchitoches, 
especially Jena Brazil for the great care 
they gave her during her illness.

Ronald Clayton Luneau, 72, of Center-
point, LA, passed away May 1, 2020 
at home.
‘Ron’ was born March 16, 1948 to 
Milton and Jetty Luneau in Alexandria, 
Louisiana.
A visitation will be at French Cemetery, 
Centerpoint, LA at 10:00 AM, until time 
of committal at 10:30, Tuesday, May 5, 
with Father Craig Scott presiding.
Ron graduated from Lafargue High 
School. He then served his country by 
serving four years in the United States 
Army, and combat in Vietnam. Ron 
attended Northwestern State University 
then worked over twenty years for 
Walker Automotive. Ron loved the Lord 
and was a parishioner of Saint Rita 
Catholic Church. Ron was compas-
sionate and very friendly. Ron never 
met a stranger and was always wiling 
to lend a helping hand, no matter what 
the need! He was very active within the 
Veterans’ community. And did a fine 
job of keeping his younger sisters and 
brother in line.
Mr. Luneau was preceded in death by: 
father: Milton Luneau, mother Jetty Jo-
sephine Voorhies Luneau, and Nephew 
Brady Lafargue.
Ron is survived by: son, Shawn 
Luneau, brother, Greg Luneau; sisters, 
Sharon Luneau Rudisill, Paula Luneau 
(& Walt) Cardwell, Laura ‘Pookie’ 
Luneau (& Paula Perry); granddaugh-
ter, Kiersten Jolie Luneau; along with 
numerous nieces and nephews, 
great-nieces and great-nephews, and 
one great-great niece.
Serving as Pallbearers are: Mike Cow-
ley, Sherman Clifton, Brian Ace, Steven 
Owen, Mark Spencer, and Chad Bor-
des. Honorary Pallbearers will be: Trey 
Harvey and Jacob Luneau.

Kenneth “Kenny” D. McCormick was 
born November 27, 1936 and passed 
away April 20, 2020 after a well fought 
battle with cancer.
Kenny is survived by his wife, Kathryn 
McCormick, and their children: Allen 
Rials, Kathy Rials Ellzey, Don Rials and 
wife Beverly, Karen Sepulvado and 
husband Pat, and Kristy Steele and 
husband Bobby. He is also survived 
by his grandchildren: Jeremy Fuller-
ton, Donya Tatum and husband Chet, 
Jennifer Fullerton, Kim Rials, Melanie 
Brannam, Kenn Steele, Marissa Ross 
and husband Austin, and McKen-
zie Steele. He is survived by five 
great-grandchildren and a host of 
nieces, nephews, step-grandchildren 
and step-great-grandchildren.
He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Oscar and Inez McCormick; brother, 
Joe Bill McCormick; sister, Rita Hil-
debrand; daughter-in-law, Karen Rials; 
son-in-law, David Ellzey; and grand-
daughter, Karla Sepulvado.
After serving two years in the United 
States Army, Kenny married Kathryn 
Dewitt Rials in 1967 and raised her 
three small children as his own, as 
well as, their two daughters. He had a 
successful career in the oilfield industry, 
working for Schlumberger for 30 years 
before retiring. After retirement, he 
spent his days working part-time at 
Walmart and enjoying hobbies such as 
woodworking, hunting, and fishing. His 
skill in woodworking is evidenced by 
the many family treasures he created. 
In his later years, Kenny spent most 
of his time taking care of family and 
spending time with his grandkids. He 
had a way with children and dogs and 
was loved immensely 

by both.
Kenny was a member of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Zwolle, LA and will 
be buried on Thursday, April 23, 2020 
in a private graveside service at St. 
John’s Catholic Church in Many, LA. 
A funeral mass will be held at a later 
date. The family would like to extend a 
special thanks to the staffs at Sabine 
Medical Center and Sabine Retirement 
and Rehabilitation facility, as well as, 
our heart-felt love and gratitude to 
friend/caregiver Doris Stewart.
Graveside services for Mr. John Henry 
McTyre will be held at 10 am on Mon-
day, May 11th, 2020 at the American 
Cemetery in Natchitoches.

John Henry McTyre went to be with 
his Lord and Savior on Monday, May 
4, 2020. He is survived by his wife, 
Mildred (nee Eckhardt), his wife of 63 
years. They have 3 children – Sharron 
M. Snapp (husband John), Debra M. 
McCall (husband Clark) and Steve 
McTyre (wife Marcia). John has 7 
grandchildren and 1 great granddaugh-
ter – Emily and Nathaniel Snapp, Ryan 
and Kylee McCall, Whitney McCall 
Hierro, Sean and Megan McTyre and 
her daughter, Dallas Duyck. He is also 
survived by his sister, Wavalyn Wagley 
(husband Hershel).
John was born in Kilbourne, LA to Ruth 
and Henry McTyre on November 8, 
1935. He was raised in Natchitoches, 
where he attended Natchitoches High 
School, Northwestern State College 
and the University of Arkansas, in 
Fayetteville.
After graduation from Northwestern, 
he served in the military at Fort Sam 
Houston in Houston, TX in the Medical 
Service Co. and later in the Reserves 
for 20 years before retiring as a Major.
His professional career began in New 
Orleans where he was a Vocational 
Rehabilitation counselor.
He also worked for System Develop-
ment Corporation (RAND Corp.) in 
computer development in Air Defense 
for the Air Force.
He worked for IBM in Huntsville, AL 
developing computers for the Space 
Program, in Gaithersburg, MD on com-
puterizing the Bay Area Rapid Transit 
program (BART) and in Boca Raton, 
FL in the development of personal 
computers.
After retiring, he and Mildred returned 
to Natchitoches in 2005. He enjoyed 
sitting on the back porch overlooking 
the Cane River.
He also enjoyed scuba diving, flying 
airplanes, coaching Little League 
teams, sailing, and traveling with an 
Airstream trailer throughout the US and 
other countries.
John was a member of the First Baptist 
Church of Natchitoches, Phoenix 
Lodge #38 in Natchitoches, Grand 
Masonic Lodge of Louisiana, Sojourn-
ers, Nakatosh Shrine Club, Lions Club, 
Gideons and Pi Kappa Phi Fraternity 
alumni.
In lieu of flowers, the family request 
that memorials for John be made in 
his name to First Baptist Church of 
Natchitoches Building Fund, Shriners 
Hospital for Children in Shreveport, Pi 
Kappa Phi Building Fund or the NSU 
Foundation.

A Mass of Christian burial for Walter 
Stewart Meziere, Sr., will be held at 12 
noon on Saturday, May 23, 2020, at 
St. Augustine Catholic Church in Isle 
Brevelle, LA with Father Charles Ray 

serving as celebrant. Entombment 
in the St. Augustine Mausoleum will 
follow the Mass with honors provided 
by the Natchitoches City Police De-
partment. The family will receive friends 
from 10 am until 11:30 am on the 23rd 
at St. Augustine Catholic Church with 
recitation of the Holy Rosary beginning 
at 11:30 am.
Walter Stewart Meziere, Sr., was born 
August 8, 1940 to Lawrence Joshua 
Meziere and Frances LaCour Meziere 
in Melrose, La and passed from this 
life on May 13, 2020, in Alexandria, 
LA. He was preceded in death by his 
parents and siblings, Marguerite Roque 
of Cane River and Thaddeus Meziere 
of Lancaster, Ca, a son, Walter Stewart 
Meziere Jr., and a daughter Rosalind 
Meziere
He married his high school sweetheart 
Allie Wright-Metoyer and had seven 
children, Walter Stewart Meziere Jr 
(Chellie) of Lavon, Tx, Rodney Meziere 
(Becky) of Bayou Derbonne, Rosalind 
Meziere of Natchitoches, Claudine 
Metoyer (David) of Ontario, Ca, Judith 
Lee (Ronald) of Roseland, Tx, Penelope 
Meziere-Clayton (Jerry) of Claremont, 
Ca, Jonathan Meziere (Josephine) of 
Natchitoches. He is survived by 5 chil-
dren, 27 grandchildren, 31 great-grand-
children, siblings Joshua Meziere of 
Los Angeles, Ca, Thaddeus Meziere 
of Lancaster, Ca, Charles Meziere of 
Natchitoches, Jannie LaCour of Natchi-
toches, Andrew Meziere of Shreveport, 
and a host of nieces and nephews, and 
his second wife Madeline.
Walter was a hard worker always 
working multiple jobs to support his 
family that included share cropper, 
drove the bookmobile for the library, 
truck driver, and police officer for the 
Natchitoches Parish Police Depart-
ment. He retired from the Natchitoches 
Police Department with the rank of 
Sergeant after 27 years of devoted 
service to his community. He was a 
member of Magnolia State Peace 
Officers Association (MSPOA). He was 
especially proud of his son Jonathan, 
grandson Brandon Remo, and nephew 
Lt Billy Meziere who have all chosen to 
continue his legacy working in public 
service. Jonathan and Billy are officers 
on the Natchitoches Police Department 
and his grandson Brandon Remo is 
a Deputy Sheriff for the Natchitoches 
Parish Sheriff’s Office.
A man of strong faith, he was devout 
Catholic and a parishioner of St. Au-
gustine Catholic Church as well as be-
ing a member of Cursillo of Christianity. 

William “Bill” Archie Mooty, age 83 of 
Natchitoches, LA went to be with the 
Lord Monday, May 18, 2020. He was 
born on August 9, 1936 in El Dorado, 
AR to the late Simmie Mooty and Millie 
Rosalee Gorum Mooty.
He was a carpenter by trade, an Air 
Force Veteran, a member of the First 
Baptist Church of Marthaville, LA, a 
previous member and deacon of Vic-
tory Baptist Church of El Dorado, AR. 
He loved to fish and hunt and was the 
gentlest soul and a God- fearing man.
He along with his wife Vada Lee Vines 
Mooty, whom he married July 3, 1958 
in El Dorado, AR were the owners of 
The Brown Bagger of El Dorado, AR 
and previous owners of Almost Home 
restaurant in Natchitoches, LA.
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, a sister Shirley Mooty Tull 
Brumley and husband Henry; a Brother 
in law Eugene Garner all of Warren, AR, 
a sister in law Ever Lee Vines Adams 
Wooley of Harrell, AR. 1 neice Vickey 
Ann Hamaker Allison and a nephew 
Dennis Wayne Tull both of El Dorado, 
AR.
He is survived by his wife Vada Lee 
Vines Mooty,1 sister Floy Jean Mooty 
Garner of Warren, AR; 1 son Ronald 
Allen Mooty (Marilyn) and 1 daughter 
Cynthia Lynn Mooty both of Natchi-
toches, LA. 4 grandchildren; Carmen 
Michelle Smith of Splendora TX, 
Charles Randall Smith Jr. and Casey 
Lance Smith both of Natchitoches, LA 
and Savana Hope Griffith ( Matthew)
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of Marthaville, LA, 4 Great Grandchil-
dren, Justin Matthew Griffith, Aiden 
Bryce Martin and Kolton Allen Griffith 
of Marthaville, LA. and Layla Elizabeth 
Lee Smith of Natchitoches, LA, 2 
Nieces; Teresa Hamaker of El Dorado, 
AR and Becky Church of Bentonville, 
AR, 3 Nephews; Gary William Hamaker 
of El Dorado, AR, Lloyd Tull of Warren, 
AR. and Mark Allen Adams (Shawna) 
of Harrell, AR as well as many great 
nieces and nephews.
Services will be held on Thursday, May 
21, 2020, at 1:00 pm at Blanchard-St. 
Denis Funeral Home; with visitation pri-
or to the service starting at 11:00 am. 
Honorary pallbearers will be Ronnie 
Mooty, Gary Hamaker, Mark Adams, 
Casey Smith and Charles Smith.

Funeral services for Arthur Elijah Nealy, 
Jr., 74, of Fairview Alpha, LA will be 
held at 2 P.M. Sunday, May 17, 2020 
at Davis Springs Southern Methodist 
Church with Bro. Wayne Spears offici-
ating and Bro. Olan McLaren assisting. 
Interment will follow in Zion Cemetery. 
Visitation will be held from 5 P.M. until 
9 P.M. Saturday, May 16, 2020 at Davis 
Springs Southern Methodist Church. 
Funeral services under the direction 
of Rockett-Nettles Funeral Home, 
Coushatta, LA.
Mr. Nealy was born July 22, 1945 in 
Campti, LA and passed away May 
15, 2020. Arthur loved his family and 
friends with all his heart and always 
made sure that they were cared for. 
He had a passion for drag racing and 
was an excellent mechanic. He was a 
true pillar of his community. He will be 
dearly missed by all those who knew 
him and loved him.
He was preceded in death by his father, 
Arthur E. Nealy, Sr.; mother, Cloteal 
Nealy; and brother, Dewey Glenn Nealy, 
Sr.
Mr. Nealy is survived by his wife, Rose 
Nealy; two sons, Kevin Darrell Nealy, Sr. 
and wife, Hope and Bud Nealy and fian-
cee’ Sunni Lewis; one daughter, Angie 
Gaar and husband, Douglas; one sister, 
Valerie Nealy; six grandchildren, Laura 
Nealy Keith and husband, Justin, Darrell 
Nealy and wife, Brittany, Hogan Nealy 
and fiancee’ Madison, Jordan Nealy, 
Bentley Nealy, and Kaylie Simon; four 
great-grandchildren, Brock, Riley and 
Nealy Kate Keith, and Aniston Nealy; 
two nephews, Duggie Nealy and wife, 
Shack and Troy Gardner and wife, Mi-
chelle; two nieces, Trenna Mundy and 
husband, Calvin, and Kratina Fletcher; 
and special daughter, Rhonda Guin and 
husband, Gerald and his children, Hunt-

er and Garrett.
Pallbearers will be William Brown, Ho-
gan Nealy, Darrell Nealy, Troy Gardner, 
Duggie Nealy, and Adam Jarnagin. 
Honorary pallbearers will be Red Gid-
dings, Payton Freeman, Justin Keith, 
Landon Gardner, Red Robinette, Mike 
Martin, Bubba Byrd, Lamon Keiffer, Pat 
Murray, and Lenny Hendrix.
The family wishes to express a special 
thanks to doctors at Christus Cous-
hatta Health Care Center and Connie 
Mabile and staff of Mabile’s Phar-
macy, and special nurses at Christus 
Highland, Haley McCartney, Hollie 
McCullough, and Korie Faust.

The funeral services will be held on 
Thursday, May 7, 2020 at noon at St. 
Anne Catholic Church on Old River.
Louie was born on August 26, 1942 in 
Crews, La near Montgomery. He loved 
his family and enjoyed spending time 

with his many friends. He attended 
Natchitoches High School and joined 
the Louisiana National Guard at age 
14. He served for 37 years and attained 
the rank of Chief Warren Officer III. 
Louie went to work for the Guard as 
a mechanic and as an inspector. He 
retired after 28 years and he started C 
& L Repair Service. He enjoyed welding 
and it was said “If Louie can’t fix it, you 
may as well throw it away.”
Louie enjoyed golfing and hunting 
with friends, ranching and farming. He 
was one of the organizers of the Flora 
Rodeo Club.
He was a member of Cane River 
Campers and was on the Board of 
Directors of Natchitoches Water Works 
District #2.
Louie was preceded in death by his 
parents, Adrian and Mary Lou Wallette 
O’Quinn; three brothers, Adrian Jr., 
Nat, and Danny O’Quinn, six sisters, 
Inez Bryant, Myrtis Hernandez, Billie 
Hale, Jackie Flynt, Patsy O’Quinn and 
Martha O’Quinn
He is survived by his wife of 57 years, 
Carol Rachal O’Quinn, his son Tony 
O’Quinn, his daughter Kathy Clark, 
and son-in-law Mickey Clark all of 
Flora.  His six grandchildren are Amber 
Comeaux (Carl) of Lake Charles, La. , 
Greg O’Quinn (Cierra) of San Antonio, 
Tx, Madeleine Packer (Nick) of San 
Austin, Texas, Jessica Clark, Kyle Clark 
and Faith Clark of Flora, La. His five 
great-grandchildren are Lola, Graham 
and Reece Comeaux of Lake Charles, 
La and Benjamin and Teddy O’Quinn of 
San Antonio, Tx.
He is survived by one sister, Merry Jo 
Grayson of Natchitoches, La. a brother, 
David O’Quinn (Aletha) of Baton 
Rouge, La., a brother-in-law, Bob 
Rachal (Rhonda) of Flora, La. and many 
nieces, nephews and friends.
Pallbearers will be Chuck Wyatt, James 
Philen, Mike Pierce, Paul Grayson, 
Tillery Flynt, Ambrose Airhart, Jerry 
Bailey and John Rathburn.  Honorary 
pallbearer will be members of Cane 
River Campers, Danny Methvin, Roger 
Howell, Bubba Dunn, CD Brazzel and 
Stanley Longlois.

A celebration of life service for Ocie 
Lea Parker will be held at 3:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 9, 2020 at Prewitt’s 
Chapel Cemetery with Reverends Jes-
se Waldrop and Joe Holden officiating 
under the direction of Jeane’s Funeral 
Service.
Ocie Lea was born November 15, 1922 
in Hornbeck, LA and passed away 
May 7, 2020 in Hornbeck, LA at the 
age of 97. She was a member of Oak 
Grove Baptist Church and always had 
a servant’s heart. Ocie Lea set a fine 
example of how to care for others and 
never met a stranger. She would cook a 
large meal and share with anyone who 
stopped by her home. These loving 
traits were passed down to her family.
Ocie Lea was preceded in death by 
her parents, K.P. (Son) Snell and Pearl 
Brown Snell; husband, G.C. Parker; 
son, Wayne Parker; grandsons, Joshua 
Stevenson and Anthony Parker; and 
ten brothers and sisters, Hazel Harris, 
Myrtis Bonner, Laverne Eckart, Pearl 
Lockhart, Grace Brull, Markell Snell, 
Darwin Snell, Darnell Snell, Odell Snell, 
and Kannelious Snell.
Left to cherish her memory are her 
children, Pansy Arrant, Pete and Linda 
Parker, and Linda Douglas all of Horn-
beck, LA,
grandchildren, Tracy Arthur and friend 
Kirby Shobe, Angie and Garry Fields, 
Scott Parker, Missie and Steven Brown, 
Erica Parker, and Bonnie Parker,
great grandchildren, Kaitlyn and Jakey 
Mitcham, Miranda and R.J. Prince, 
Brandon Stevenson and friend Sarah 
White, Michael and Autumn Brown, 
Mechee Davis, Austin Stevenson, 
Ethan Breault, Madisyn Parker, Gabriel 
Brown, Elvis Charity, and Rhaina Ber-
nal, great-great grandchildren, Brystol 
and Brylee Mitcham, Lowden and 
Moxee Prince, and Willow and Dean 
Brown,
and a host of nieces, nephews, and 
friends.
Pallbearers will be Scott Parker, 

Brandon Stevenson, Austin Stevenson, 
Michael Brown, Steven Brown, Garry 
Fields, Jakey Mitcham, Ethan Breault, 
and R.J. Prince.
Honorary pallbearers will be Junior 
Benson, Donnie Powell, and Kelsey 
Stevenson.
Mrs. Parker’s family expresses a spe-
cial thank you to Leesville Hospice for 
their wonderful care and to every family 
member who helped as well, especially 
Pansy.

Joseph C. Procell was born on Tues-
day, March 23, 1920 in Zwolle, LA. He 
passed away on Sunday, May 3, 2020 
at Toledo Nursing Center in Zwolle, LA.
He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Thelma (Grissom) Procell; parents, Jim 
Procell and Lucia (Martinez) Procell; 
step-mother, Louvina Procell; and six 
brothers and five sisters. Mr. Procell 
served his country in World War II.
He is survived by his son, Lee Patrick 
Walters of Bennington, NB; and two 
daughters; sisters: Jane Borden of 
Noble, LA, Creola Sepulvado of Noble, 
LA, Leola Blankenship of Alexandria, 
LA and Paula Thompson of Shreve-
port, LA; brother, Paul Procell and wife 
Linda of Many, LA; along with a host of 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and 
friends.
Honorary Pallbearers: Grayson Parrie, 
Darrell Sepulvado, Jason Ezernack, 
Jerry Cox and Harold Anderson.
A private graveside service will be held 
at St. Joseph Cemetery.

Longtime Natchitoches City Marshal, 
Alton Rachal passed away at his home 
on Tuesday, May 5th. He was born 
March 13, 1937 to Eulice and Famie 
Rachal in Cypress, LA.
Alton graduated from Flora High 
School in 1956. Alton served as a 
police officer for the City of Natchi-
toches for 26 years. He later served as 
Marshal for the City of Natchitoches for 
24 years before retiring on December 
31, 2014. He was a former member of 
the Natchitoches Rotary Club and a 
member of Trinity Baptist Church.
He is survived by his wife of 31 years, 
Linda Wagstaff Rachal; sons Thomas 
Alton Rachal of LaPorte, Jeffery Lynn 
Rachal and wife Dawn of Provencal, 
LA; daughter Jennifer Davis of Spanish 
Lake, LA; step sons Lance Murphy 
and wife Amy of Mont Belvieu, TX, and 
Chad Murphy of Zavalla, TX; grandchil-
dren, Michael Thomas Alton, Jr., Nikki, 
and Wayne Rachal, Cassie and Caden 
Davis, M’Lynn, Mason, Morgan and 
Cooper Murphy; 7 great grandchildren; 
and a brother, Fred Rachal of Moss 
Bluff, LA.
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Eulice and Famie Rachal; 
brothers, Ray, Mann, and Donald Gene 
Rachal; sisters Lucille Thorpe; daughter 
Sherrie Segura; and a granddaughter 
Jessica Rachal.
A visitation, with compliance of public 
gatherings and social distancing, will 
be held Saturday, May 9th from 10am 
– 12 pm at Blanchard-St. Denis Funeral 
Home. A graveside service will follow at 
Strong Cemetery in Huxley, TX at 4 pm 
with Don Winn officiating the service.
The family would like to thank everyone 
for the prayers, flowers, food and calls. 
A special thanks to the Hospice of 
Natchitoches staff for the loving care 
and support that was given to Alton 
and the family.

Funeral Services to celebrate of the life 
of Wes Rollo will be held on Saturday, 
May 9th, 2020 at 2 pm at Parc Natchi-
toches located at 4515 University 
Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA 71457. Burial 
will follow at the American Ceme-
tery in Natchitoches. The family will 
receive friends from 5 pm until 9 pm on 
Friday, May 8th, 2020 in the chapel of 
Blanchard-St. Denis Funeral Home.
Wesley Aaron Rollo, son of Jeff and 
Sonya Rollo, was born November 18, 
2000, in DeQueen, Arkansas. He lived a 
short and spectacular life of accom-
plishment and inspiration. He was 
saved at the tender age of eight. It was 
his sincerest of hopes, and one that 
has proven to be his most exemplary 
success, that through his battle with 
cancer he would inspire others through 
his faith to draw themselves closer to 
God. On the morning of May 5, 2020, 
he found his place at the feet of his 
Lord and Savior.
As a lifelong resident of Natchitoches, 
Louisiana, he attended Weaver Ele-
mentary, Northwestern State University 
Elementary and Middle Laboratory 
Schools, Natchitoches Central High 
School and completed his freshman 
year at Northwestern State University. 
Throughout his academic career his 
infectious good nature made him a 
favorite of classmates and teachers 
alike. As was his way, he gave more to 
his community than he took.
A St. Jude’s childhood leukemia survi-
vor, a recipient of the Dylan Kyle Poche 
Memorial Scholarship for two years at 
NSU, an inspiration to all who knew or 
knew of him and his story; his impact 
far exceeds his years. His life, through 
“Team Wes” as he battled and beat 
cancer during his middle school years, 
drew our community together like 
nothing else has — like nothing we are 
likely to have the privilege of witnessing 
again.
He emerged from that miraculous 
battle an incredibly strong and deter-
mined young man, as is reflected in 
his innumerable accomplishments. 
As a middle school, high school and 
College angler he didn’t settle for being 
good. He made himself into a truly elite 
fisherman. With numerous first place 
finishes to accompany many more in 
the top five, ten and twenty, he was 
named a Bassmaster High School 
All-State Honorable Mention in 2018. 
Unsatisfied by that lofty accomplish-
ment, he was named to the 2019 
Bassmaster All-State and All-American 
teams, the latter an honor reserved for 
the best twelve high school anglers in 
the United States of America.
Remembering his roots and the trials 
that propelled him to the top of the 
sport he loved, he started the “Cajun 
Christmas” for the Ronald McDonald 
house in Memphis, Tennessee. He also 
found the time to take pediatric cancer 
patients on fishing trips even as he 
worked his way to the top. His plans for 
the future included starting the W.A.R. 
(Wesley Aaron Rollo) Foundation. He 
intended that it focus solely on children 
with serious diseases or conditions, it’s 
mission to introduce them to the joy of 
fishing.
Once again, as was his way, he used 
the platform he earned with God’s 
grace as a cancer survivor and elite 
angler to influence and inspire count-
less others not just here in our tightly 
knit community, but literally across 
the country. There have been but a 
very few that served so admirably as 
ambassadors for Natchitoches, and 
perhaps none that managed to do so 
as well or as thoroughly as Wes in the 
little time he was afforded.
While most young men and women 
have friendships and connections 
everyone can recognize as true 
and meaningful, Wes’s were by any 
standard exceptional. Perhaps in 
part due to the hardships and losses 
he endured, but also a result of the 
singular character he was unques-
tionably granted by God and that was 
lovingly molded by his parents, he was 
by all accounts unequaled as a friend, 
mentor and role model.
His sudden passing has left his family, 

friends, and hometown, as well as the 
wider communities of those associated 
with St. Jude and bass fishing shocked 
and saddened. After all he had over-
come it is hard to accept God’s plan in 
cases like this. Looking at all the lives 
he touched in his short time on Earth 
and the inspiration he gave those he 
knew or knew of him leaves no room 
for doubt that his was a purposeful life, 
however; a life to be rewarded.
Wes is survived by his parents, Jeff and 
Sonya Rollo; maternal grandparents, 
Theron Starnes, Sr. and Helen Starnes; 
paternal grandparents, Don and Gloria 
Cannaday; aunts and uncles, Louis and 
Bridget Briley, Chad and Melisa James, 
Melony Starnes, Shaun and Shelly 
Bennett, Trey and Angie Masson, and 
Dewayne and Lisa George. He is also 
survived by the love of his life, Maeli 
Usleton. Finally, Wes’s legacy would 
not be justly presented without mention 
of his beloved Labrador Retrievers, 
Dakota and Gunner. We cannot leave 
out his precious friend and loudest, 
most dedicated cheerleader, Michelle 
“Mo” Longlois, who supported Wes 
in every single thing he did, including 
shaving her head in solidarity when he 
was having cancer treatments. Wes 
was preceded in death by his paternal 
grandfather, Charles Rollo, Jr. and his 
uncle, Theron Starnes, Jr.
Those honored to serve as pallbearers 
will be his high school fishing partner, 
Will Powell and his college fishing 
partner, Maguire Parker (who will wear 
their jerseys in Wes’s honor), special 
brothers Johnny Ledet and Zach 
Norwood, best friend since forever 
Brady Sers, and his most amazing and 
closest friend, Mason Pitts.
Honorary pallbearers are his friends 
who supported him through so much, 
who will hold their rods and reels in the 
air touching to provide a path to his 
final resting place.
Honored to perform his service is 
Rev. Chad James, Wes’s uncle. Wes’s 
Aunt, Bridget Briley will be reading the 
obituary and Aunts Shelly Bennett and 
Missy James will be sharing special 
thoughts and memories. Sonya and 
Jeff will be eulogizing their son.
In lieu of flowers Wes’s family asks 
that donations be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital or to a 
scholarship fund being created in his 
honor supporting the Northwestern 
State University bass fishing team.
The family would like to thank Steven 
Hines for penning this wonderful and 
touching obituary. No one could have 
said it better than he. We love you 
Steven and are forever grateful.

A private graveside service will be held 
for Mr. Joseph Harvey “Mutt” Sepul-
vado, 77, of Zwolle, at St. Catherine 
Catholic Cemetery in Noble.
He is survive by his wife, Jackie 
Sepulvado, son Ernest Sepulvado 
and wife Linda of Zwolle, daughters 
Sherry Johnson and husband Larry of 
Cabot AR, Kathy Ebarb and Fiance’ 
Jack Malmay of Zwolle, and Jackie 
Remedies and husband Johnny Ray 
of Noble, along with sisters May Jane 
Permenter and Husband Randal of 
Zwolle, Marjorie (Rebie) Craig of Zwolle, 
Sister-in-Law Barbara Sepulvado of 
Zwolle, and Brother William Ernest 
(Sweet) Sepulvado of Zwolle.
He is also survived by 13 grandchil-
dren, 23 great grandchildren and a host 
of nieces, nephews, friends, and other 
relatives.

Joseph Harvey “Mutt” Sepulvado
December 22, 1942-

April 22, 2020

Wesley Aaron “Wes” Rollo
November 18, 2000-

May 5, 2020
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Ocie Lea Parker
November 15, 1922-

May 7, 2020

Joseph C. Procell
March 23, 1920-

May 3, 2020

Alton Rachal
March 13, 1937-

May 5, 2020

Arthur Elijah Nealy, Jr.
July 22, 1945-
May 15, 2020

Louis L. O’Quinn
August 26, 1942-

May 3, 2020
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COUNTRY BOYCOUNTRY BOY
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Our Specialties
Famous Spicy Chicken • Catfish Filets • 

Seafood • Steak Fingers • Hand Battered 
Onion Rings • Livers • Breast Filets • 

Much, Much More

OPEN
Mon-Sat  10am-10pm
Sunday  10am-3pm

Call In Orders 
To Go

256-3953256-3953

105 N. Highland Dr. • Many

Evolutions
Family Salon

Home of the $75 “Works”
All Over Color • Hi/Lo Lites & Cut Shampoo & Style

Stacey Lacour Owner • Cosmetologist • Barber

318.472.6430 / 318.652.3248
7071 Highway 6 West • Natchitoches

4 miles past 1-49 going West

Hair and Tanning Salon
20 Minute Beds • Tanning until 8 pm

Goggles & Lotion Available
Loyalty Cards for Special Savings

Call for Appointments

Evolutions Hair-Salonevolutions_salon

Psalms 19:1-6

THE OTHER NATCHITOCHES INSPIRED MOVIE
“The Man in the Moon” and NHS student Gwen Kingrey
columnist Dean Lambert

 Gwendell Desmond Kingrey 
was a 16- year old junior that 
was looking forward to the 
upcoming football season at 
Natchitoches High School. His 
friends knew him as “Gwen,” 
but later movie goers would 
know him as “Court Foster,” 
the boy that Dani Trant (Reese 
Witherspoon) & Maureen Trant 
(Emily Warfield) fell in love 
with in the 1991 movie, “The 
Man in the Moon”.  
 Gwen was killed instantly 
on July 9, 1959, after falling 
from a tractor in Natchitoches 
Parish near Clarence. The ac-
cident occurred about 9 a.m. 

in a pasture where Kingrey 
and another youth were each 
driving a tractor pulling large 
mowers cutting grass. One 
wheel of Kingrey’s tractor ap-
parently struck a stump caus-
ing the vehicle to lurch and 
throw the youth beneath the 
bush-hog blades.
 Funeral services for Gwen 
were officiated by the Rev. 
A. E. Wingfield. The Rev. 
Wingfield was the father of 
the movie’s screenwriter, 
Jenny Wingfield. Jenny wrote 
the play and was portrayed as 
“Dani” in the movie, while 
her dad was portrayed by 

Sam Waterston. Jenny based 
the play on her youthful life 
experiences living in Robeline 
where both her family and the 
Kingrey family lived at the 
time. Much of the movie was 
filmed in Robeline where her 
dad was once pastor. 
 Gwen was buried in the 
Fort Jessup Cemetery. Survi-
vors include his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Kingrey; two 
brothers, Donald and Ronald 
Kingrey; grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Rufus Maricelli of 
Fort Jessup and Mrs. E. 
E. Kingrey of DeQuincy.
 

Note: The family moved to 
Sabine Parish after the death 
of Gwen. His twin brothers 
graduated from Many High 
School with one of them later 
returning from a tour in Viet-
nam and working for both the 
Many Police Department & the 
Sabine Sheriff ’s office. Scenes 
in the movie were filmed in 
downtown Many, La.,  the old 
Robeline Methodist Church, 
the Robeline Cemetery and the 
nearby Bob Welch farm. Other 

scenes were at the Natchi-
toches Country Club, the Cane 
River bank, a house down 
Cane River across Pratt’s near 
Point Place (Trant house) 
and at Kisatchie Falls just off 
Hwy. 118.

Old Historic Robeline Methodist Church, 
one of the film sites.
photo by Tommy O’Con

 
The Man in The Moon 

movie poster (left), 
Gwendell 

Desmond Kingrey 
(upper right),

and actor 
Jason London 

known as 
Court Foster 
in the movie 

(lower right.)
photo by 

Dean Lambert 

Jenny Wingfield, the movies 
screenwriter, with long-time friend 
and Around The Town publisher 
Tommy O’Con. 
photo by Tommy O’Con
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The ONLY Drive-Thru Safari in Louisiana!

If you have a deep love for animals and an interest in the wild, then we 
invite you to join us on an exciting safari adventure. With over 30 species 
of animals ranging from exotics such as zebras, bisons, camels, kangaroos 
and water buffalo to adorable farm animals like mini pigs, pigmy goats 

and baby roos. You never know what you may find here!

And best of all, you get the real experience. You’ll be able to be “hands-
on” with many of the animals---petting, feeding and even cuddling! We 
offer drive-thrus where you can view and interact with animals from the 
comfort of your own vehicle or guided tours! And don’t forget about the 

petting zoo and play area!

We do Fieldtrips! Schedule Yours Today!

NuziEbEll’s
F L E A  M A R K E T

ef

Friday Saturday Sunday 9 to 5
Indoor Shopping • Vendors Welcome

6267 Hwy. 21 East , Hemphill, Texas
Call 409.625.1606

It’s Time For the
12th Annual El Camino Real

SALE ON THE TRAIL
July 31 & August 1, 2020
Need a Place to Sell? Join Us!
Non-Electric Sites $15-$25

Electric Sites $20-$35
30 Amp $55

50 Amp $75 (includes water)

Great Service

Lindsay Vead
Owner

(318)663-0490
510 University Parkway • Natchitoches, LA 71457

Southernbellehair.wixsite.com
Like me on

New Gardener 
Questions
by Corkey Bruce
Owner Natural Springs Garden Center

 This has been a very different spring. Ev-
eryone is learning to readjust their schedules, 
alter their expectations, and get comfortable 
with a life that is “different”.
With that being said, I have been amazed at 
the new customers we have had in the last 
several weeks. We are meeting people that 
are not only new to Natural Springs Garden 
Center but new to gardening.  There is a big 
trend to growing our own food. We have 
been tutoring lots of novice gardeners. I wish 
you all success.
 Besides vegetable gardens, many have 
taken this stay at home time to finally spruce 
up your landscape. Some are creating new 
beds, some are rejuvenating existing beds. 
The bottom line is that we are getting out-
side and getting exercise and vitamin D from 
the sunshine.
 We have been fielding lots of ques-
tions from new gardeners. “I don’t have a 
green thumb” is a phrase that we are hear-
ing more and more. My response is that I 
don’t have a green thumb either, mine is 
brown with dirt. My point is that you can’t 
be good at anything without getting your 
hands a little dirty. Are you going to make 
mistakes? Sure you will. Do I make mis-
takes? Absolutely I do. But with each mis-
take I learn something.
 I thought this month I would talk a 
bit about the most common mistakes new 
gardeners make and hopefully help you 
avoid them.
 If I had to pick one tip that was the most 
important it would be to plant the right 
plant in the right place. Most of your plants 

will come with plant tags which gives you 
planting guides. However, they are not al-
ways very clear. Here are some things you 
need to understand.
Light requirements:

Hardiness Zone:
 Knowing your “Zone” is very important 
when planting trees and shrubs or when 
choosing perennials for your garden. In 
the distribution area for Around the Town 
you should be in zone 8. This means that a 
plant rated for zone 8 should be hardy for 
your garden.
 Plants will usually have a range of appro-
priate zones. For example: zone 5-8 or zone 
8-10. In the first case, zone 5-8, we are on 
the lower edge of the range. In the second 
example, zone 8-10, we are on the higher end 
of the range. This may play a part in where 
you will want to plant this plant. In zone 5 

a plant recommended for full to partial sun 
should do well in full sun. The same plant in 
zone 8 probably would be happier in partial 
sun. If you have questions on how to inter-
pret the tags, just ask. 
Spacing:
 The tag will recommend how far apart the 
plants should be placed.  This is determined 
be the size at maturity. With trees and shrubs 
this is very important and should be strictly 
followed. A frequent mistake is to plant a 
tree too close to the house or where they will 
obstruct or break up a sidewalk or interfere 
with power lines. 
 When you plant shrubs they are usually 
pretty small. But you should understand the 
mature size, height and width. In two to three 
years, shrubs planted too close together will 
decline because they are overcrowded. 

 With annuals and perennials, spacing is 
very personal. If you want to save money you 
can plant farther apart, but if you are look-
ing for that “WOW’ effect, you can certainly 
plant them closer together. 
 One thing the plant label will not give 
you is planting instructions. When you plant 
trees and shrubs, one thing to remember is 
that the number one reason they die is that 

they are planted too deep. 
 The current recommendation for the 
LSU Agcenter is to dig a hole twice as 
wide as the root ball but no deeper. The 
top of the root ball should be visible after 
the tree/shrub is planted. If you dig your 
hole too deep and have to fill in, tamp 
down the dirt and plant a little on the high 
side. The dirt will settle and your plant 
will be too deep.
 Back fill with the dirt that came out of the 
hole. Do not fill with potting soil or compost 
or amended material. Water well when you 
plant. You want to settle the dirt and make 
sure any air pockets are eliminated. You can-
not over water on the day you plant.
 That brings up one more thing. 
Watering:
  You want to keep your new plantings wa-
tered well the first year, but you do not want 
to overwater. I recommend watering once 
or twice a week in the absence of rain dur-
ing the first summer. When you water, water 
well. You want the water to reach the bottom 
of the root ball and beyond. If you only water 
the surface, the roots will stay on the surface 
instead of growing out and down.
 I hope this has been helpful information. 
I had planned a seminar on this subject, but 
due to restrictions, we were not able to do 
any classes this year. Maybe in the fall when 
it cools off we will be able to gather under 
the old Oak Tree.
 Remember, find your happiness where 
you planted it. 

In Garden:the

Full sun ~ 
more than 6 hours of sun per day

Part sun ~ 
between 3 and 6 hours of sun per day

Part shade ~ 
between 3 and 6 hours sun per day 
but protect from hot afternoon sun. 
Morning sun is best for these plants

Shade ~ 
less than 3 hours of sun per day

Deep shade ~ 
less than 2 hours of dappled sun 

(sun filtering between the leaves of a tree) “When you plant trees and 
shrubs, one thing to remem-
ber is that the number one 
reason they die is that they 
are planted too deep”
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We take ALL major credit cards

What Can You Expect? 
• Easily accessible to Natchitoches downtown 

area off the bypass
• LOW daily rates
• Kids 17 and under stay FREE
• FREE morning hot coffee
• FREE local calls
• FREE WiFi
• Expanded TV lineup
• Ballroom available - 100 person capacity
• Seasonal outdoor pool
• Lower weekly rate
• Truck parking
• Laundry service
• Pet Friendly

MORE TO EXPECTMORE TO EXPECT

Great Room Great Service Great Price

7624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 714577624 LA 1 Bypass, Natchitoches, LA 71457
318-357-8281318-357-8281

“We’ll leave the light on for you”

Southern LaDeezSouthern LaDeez
New Location:

615 San Antonio Avenue, Many, LA 71449
(In the Old Hancock Furniture Building)

NEW VENDORS WELCOME
LARGER BOUTIQUE

SOUTHERN SNACK SHACK
Antiques, Gifts, Home Decor & More

Owners: Robbie Edwards and Laura Vines

Store Hours:
  Tuesday - Friday

10 am to 5 pm
  Saturday- 10 am to 3 pm

We offer the same Monday through Friday,  
8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. service to the public.  
Please call our office at (318)357-1129 or 
Marshal Randy Williams at (318)471-3235 

if you have a problem or if you have questions.
City Court has been cancelled due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  
If you need to speak to someone about resetting your court date 

you can contact City Court at (318)352-6666, or call 
Marshal Williams at (318)471-3235.  

Thank you in advance for your patience and 
cooperation during this difficult time.

The Natchitoches City Marshal’s 
Office has not closed! 



B10    June 1, 2020   |   aroundthetownla.com

MT2 Series  •  MT230E/MT235E  •  MT240E/MT240HE

245 Hwy 171 Bypass, Many, LA 71449

M-F 7-5; Sat 7-12  318-256-9238

BYLESBYLES
MACHINE SHOP MACHINE SHOP 

EQUIPMENT SALESEQUIPMENT SALES

WELDING & TRACTOR CO., INC.WELDING & TRACTOR CO., INC.

*6 year limited warranty
See dealer for details

MT1 SERIES  •  MT122/MT125

MT5 Series • MT573C/MT573CPS

• Eco-friendly Tier 4, 21.5/24.7HP, 3 cylinder fuel 
efficient engine

• 6 year warranty*
• 2 range HST with dual pedals and cruise control
• Font wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Choice of industrial or turf tires at no additional cost
• Available quick attach front end loader and grille 

guard
• Available sub-frame mounted, quick attach backhoe
• Available 60” mid-mount mower

• Eco-Friendly Tier 4 Engine
• 6 year warranty*
• 20x20 Fully Synchronized Shuttle Shift or 20x20 

power shuttle
• Wide & Clear View cab
• 3 Pairs of Front Outlet Valves with 3rd Function 

Joystick
• 3 sets of remote (2 remote valves with float & detent 

functions)
• Creeper Gear
• Available quick attach, self-leveling front end loader 

with skid steer compatible bucket & grill guard

• 30HP, 35HP & 40HP, 3 cylinder fuel efficient engine
• 6 year warranty*
• 12x12 synchro shuttle or 3 range HST with cruise 

control
• Front wheel mechanical assist 4WD
• Flat operator platform
• Choice of industrial, ag or turf tires at no additional cost
• Available quick attach front end loader with skid steer 

compatible bucket and grill guard
• Available sub-frame mounted, quick attach 6’ backhoe
• Optional mid-mount PTO

Sub-CompactSub-Compact

Value CompactsValue Compacts

Utility TractorsUtility Tractors

Lee Lee’sLee Lee’s
Children’sChildren’s

BoutiqueBoutique
Neu DesignsNeu Designs

  318-645-6200318-645-6200

Monogramming • Applique • Vinyl
     Lee Sepulvado • Candice Wilson • Natalie Neugent

OPEN
Mon-Fri • 10am-5:30pm

Saturday • 9am-2pm

llndchildrensboutique.com
LeeLee’sNeuDesigns/facebook

1013 N. Main St., Zwolle, LA

THE DYESS LAW FIRM
PERSONAL INJURY • CRIMINAL DEFENSE

William Daniel Dyess
attorney at law

207 Church St. #106
Natchitoches, LA

(318) 352-5880

1035 San Antonio Ave.
Many, LA

(318) 256-5667
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PUZZLE BLOCK

Information kids.nationalgeographic.com

1- One of the five Great Lakes
2 - Famous canyon in Arizona that was formed 
      by the Colorado River
3 - Along the western border of our country
4 - The lowest place in the United States
5 - Our national bird and symbol
6 - Along the northern border of our country
7 - One of the major rivers that runs through our 
      country and is also the name of a state
8 - Along the eastern border of our country
9 - One of the largest carnivores in the United States
10 - The highest peak in the United States
11 - Along the southern border of our country
12 - The tallest waterfall in North America

C
o
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M
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-Answers in the next ATT issue



1) What foods are often in short supply  
 during a crisis.

2) What foods to keep on hand for  
 future events (not to be a negative- 
 Nancy, but hurricane season is fast  
 approaching).

3) Ways to prepare healthy meals with  
 limited financial resources.

4) How to share your COVID-19 
garden (similar to the Victory garden of 
the 1940’s) produce with your favorite 
dietitian (just kidding—maybe).  

 Keep in mind, while I may be refer-

ring to the current virus outbreak, most 
of the general ideas apply to other pos-
sible emergencies: hurricanes, floods, 
fires, wars, etc

 Food Shortages:
 If you think “this pandemic has not 
had an effect on the soil – we should 
not have a problem getting food”, you 
would be half right.  The pandemic has 
not had a direct effect on food growth, 
however, due to the human involve-
ment in the growing, producing, deliv-
ering process, food has actually rotted 
in many fields.  Additionally, we may 

not be importing as much food.  Cows 
may be milked, but the milk, may not 
be processed, leading to less product 
reaching grocery store shelves.
 If you thought, “we are going to 
run out of everything! I need to buy 
it all now!”, you would be half right.  
Shelves are running short on some 
items.  Part of this shortage may be 
related to the food production and 
delivery, while another part may be 
related to people stock-piling.  While 
it is good to have extra, if EVERY-
ONE is buying extra, then somebody 
who does not have storage space, 

or freezer space, may do without.  
It may behoove us as a country to 
not be greedy grocery shoppers (I 
am talking to you, you toilet paper 
hoarders).
 Here are a few tips for dealing with 
shortages.
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628 Front St. 
Natchitoches, LA

SWEET FRUIT DELIGHTSSWEET FRUIT DELIGHTS

www.sweetfruitdelights.bigcartel.com

Place Your Orders NOW
318-352-5910318-352-5910

• Edible Fruit Arrangements
• Chocolate Covered Strawberries
• Caramel Apples

The Sweetest Fruit
              Even Sweeter Prices!

We 
Cater Events

&
Deliver

8800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 714498800 Texas Hwy., Many, LA 71449

RRoocckkiinn

Gift ShopGift Shop
&&

RockingRocking Chairs Chairs

Formerly Known as “Armadillo Junction”
Owners - Lee & Linda Thibodeaux

Mon-Sat • 8am-5pm
Sunday • 1:30pm-4pm 318-315-8167

RRoobbiinn

OpenOpen
Sunday - Thursday Sunday - Thursday 

11-9pm11-9pm
Friday & SaturdayFriday & Saturday

11-10pm11-10pm

Best Salsa in Town!Best Salsa in Town!
Phone 318-256-1338 Phone 318-256-1338 

Happy Hour

Happy Hour

Sunday-Thursday 

Sunday-Thursday 

4-7pm
4-7pm

11838 Texas Hwy, Many, Louisiana 7144911838 Texas Hwy, Many, Louisiana 71449

The COVID-19 made me eat it: and other 
thoughts on emergency planning
columnist Abigail “Missy” Hennigan, MS, RD, LDN
No, this article does not discuss 
what foods will keep you from 
catching COVID-19 (news bul-
letin: there are not any).  No, this 
article does not tell you what to 
eat if you do have COVID-19.  
No, this article does not teach you 
how to shed the weight you may 
have gained from stress eating.  
This article does (emphasis on the 
word “does”), however, talk about 
the following: See PLANNING, B12
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 By now the charges against Lt. 
General Michael Flynn (ret.) have 
been dismissed by United States At-
torney General William Barr and the 
‘meltdown’ of the mainstream media 
has subsided. A terrible injustice has 
been reversed and a decorated servant 
of the people has been exonerated. 
What was one of the early sensation-
alized stories of the Trump Admin-
istration has been put to rest-- as it 
should be.
 General Flynn, then Director 
of the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
got in the crosshairs of Obama when 
Flynn had the audacity to voice 
an opposing opinion of the United 
States’ involvement in Syria. Flynn 
was removed from his position then, 

but when he became a member of 
the Trump Administration he was 
again seen as a threat. The fabric of 
the cloak of deceit hung from the 
highest levels of the Obama Admin-
istration and was spread over what is 
now known as the ‘Deep State’ --the 
administrative branch of government.
 In November 2016, when Donald 
Trump was elected President of the 
United States a movement which 
had its start in the presidential elec-
tion campaign was continued and 
strengthened as an effort to destroy 
the Trump Administration. One such 
element which had been paid for by 
the Democratic National Committee 
(DNC) and Hillary Clinton was the 
“Steele Dossier.’’ 

 One of the more salacious 
fabrications of the report was shared 
with Trump by none other than FBI 
Director James Comey. Comey in a 
private meeting in December 2016, 
told the President-elect Trump about 
the “Golden Showers’’ story. The goal 
of Comey was nothing more than to 
establish that Trump was ‘officially’ 
aware of the report. Trump of course 
knew the event never happened and 
publicly stated later that he (Trump) 
thought it was an attempt to ‘black-
mail’ him. 
 Moments after Comey’s meeting 
with Trump, Comey told Director of 
National Intelligence James Clap-
per that Trump had been told of the 
information contained in the Steele 

Dossier. This “knowledge’’ made 
it NEWS and Clapper then leaked 
this to the Washington Post. WAPO 
later joined by the New York Times 
ran the story four days after Comey 
had told Trump. FOUR DAYS. That 
news story resulted in WAPO and 
the NY Times being recognized with 
a Pulitzer Prize. The prize winning 
body of work consisted of many 
stories spread over about 10 months 
in 2018.--All based on a lie.
The Steele Dossier spun a tale of Rus-
sian ‘collusion’ which did not happen, 
many meetings with Russian ‘spies’ 
which never occurred and conspira-
cies to alter an election that was not 
altered; it also spawned knowledge of 
many corrupt leaders throughout the 

Department of Justice and specifically 
the FBI.
 All of this was not specifically 
directed at Michael Flynn; he was just 
collateral damage. No, the goal of so 
many now fired officers in the FBI 
and the Department of Justice was 
to upend the presidency of Donald 
Trump. It is amazing to some and 
certainly to me that he has withstood 
the onslaught.

General Michael Flynn and the Pulitzer Prize
columnist Dennis Coleman

 English poet John Donne said 
“No man is an island.”  Which 
means we all need the help of oth-
ers in order to succeed. History 
shows this over and over. It is no 
different for the history of African 
Americans. In our case, God used 
many sources to help us advance. 
What is often forgotten in the tell-
ing of the story of black history, 
is that whites played roles of both 
oppressors and benefactors. Here 
are some ways white people con-
tributed positively to the struggle 
for freedom:
 1. Branch Rickey was a white 
executive in charge of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers baseball team.  Rickey had 
noticed Jackie Robinson playing in 
the segregated “Negro Leagues”. 
He signed him in 1945 and told him 
he would be attacked by racist fans, 
but no matter what, Jackie could not 
respond by fighting back physically. 
Robinson began playing for the 
team in 1947 and took much abuse 
silently. He let out his frustration by 
becoming an outstanding player. He 
eventually even helped Brooklyn 
win the World Series. But it was 

the vision of a brave, humane and 
wise Rickey that set it all in motion. 
Rickey made  a prediction about 
black athletes that has come true. He 
was reported to have predicted to 
another white executive that blacks 
would “make us all winners for a 
long time.” Turn on ESPN or any 
other sports channel anytime and 
you will see that prediction came 
true.  Black athletes excel in practi-
cally every sport bringing billions in 
revenue to their teams each season.
 2.The white women who drove 
their maids to work during the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955: It 
is not widely known, but one reason 
the bus boycott that helped end 
racial segregation on buses worked 
is because lots of white women in 
Montgomery, Alabama gave lifts to 
their black servants, enabling them 
to skip riding the bus.
 3. Whites students who were 
murdered by white supremacists in 
the 1960’s.  While doing voter regis-
tration drives in 1964 in Mississippi, 
two young whites-- Matthew Schw-
erner and Andrew Goodman, were 
killed along with James Chaney, a 

young African American man. The 
two men were from the North.
 4. Presidents Harry Truman and 
Lyndon Johnson: In 1948, Truman 
signed legislation that  ended dis-
crimination in the armed services, his 
signature on a law made it possible 
for blacks to become officers. This 
opened the door for black soldiers to 
go as far as their talent would take 
them. Black generals such as Colin 
Powell would not have been possible 
without this landmark law.  In the 
1960’s, Lyndon Johnson signed Civil 
Rights legislation that secured voting 
rights and civil rights for African 
Americans and all Americans. 
 5. Movie Director/Producer Hal 
Roach:  In the movies of the 1920’s, 
African Americans were depicted 
as dumb, slow and  untrustworthy. 
This creative movie mogul was first 
to depict black children as equals 
with white kids in the popular “Our 
Gang” comedies. However, even 
these films did sometimes stereo-
type black kids and several contain 
offensive scenes. Still, he broke new 
ground for the image of blacks on 
screen by showing black children as 

real humans.
 6. The NAACP was founded 
in 1909 in New York City by a 
multiracial group of people that 
included whites such as Mary White 
Ovington, Henry Mosowitz, William 
English Walling, and Oswald Gar-
rison Villard. The NAACP (National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People) fought lynching and 
was instrumental in helping blacks 
gain civil rights.
 7. Beginning in the 1930’s, folk-
lorist Alan Lomax went to Louisiana 
and the rest of the south in order to 
learn about and draw attention to 
great blues stars such as Leadbelly 
and Muddy Waters. Lomax’s work 
played a role in helping create 
modern blues. Leadbelly was from 
Shreveport and like Waters, became 
a major star in blues music.
 8. P.G. Grambling was a white 
saw mill owner who donated the 
land on which Grambling College 
was built. The school was named 
after him in 1946. 
 9. When Nazi Germany fired 
Jewish academics they came to 
America and found work and accep-

tance at black colleges. This brought 
talented professors to schools that 
needed their level of expertise. 
 10. According to pbs.org, the ear-
liest known protest against slavery 
was held in 1688 by the Quakers, a 
religious sect that opposed it. They 
were predominately white.
Local Shout Outs:
 Hungry? The Natchitoches Coali-
tion on Homelessness will have a  
free share a meal at Shiloh Baptist 
on May 28, 2020, from 4 to 6 pm. 
Shiloh is located at Amulet and Sixth 
Streets. 
 The Natchitoches Community 
Improvement Foundation is a com-
munity organization court ordered 
to distribute 1.8 million in funds to 
citizens in Natchitoches. Board seats 
are available. If you live in Natchi-
toches, are 21 or older, and have no 
felony conviction, you can apply. 
Have your church or community 
group send your name to NCIF, P.O. 
Box 606, Natchitoches, LA 71458.

White People Who Made 
Black History
columnist Edwin Crayton

Black History Brief:

• Buy week’s supply for your family of 
a few items with a long shelf life.
• Buy what you need for a couple 
weeks of more perishable items.
• Do NOT panic.
A few foods in specific that may be 
in limited supply during a crisis (not 
just COVID-19):
• Milk – no milk? Try powdered milk, 
or skip milk altogether and find other 
sources of calcium (e.g., almonds; 
sesame seeds; salmon; enriched pro-
duce like juices and plant milks) and 
vitamin D (e.g., eggs; salmon; enriched 
products like cereals and plant milks)
• Bread – no bread? Try tortillas, high 
fiber crackers, or try your hand at mak-
ing bread.  Freeze bread you are not 
going to use in a week.
• Rice – no rice?  Try other whole 
grains (e.g., quinoa, barley, farro, etc.)
• Beans – no beans? Depending on 
your nutrient needs and what you plan 
on using it for, try tofu, cauliflower 
florets, nuts, quinoa, or peas.
Food for a Crisis:

 While I did say you should not panic 
buy, you should be prepared.  
 Keep a few things on hand through-
out the year – just like an emergency 
money fund is important financially, 
keeping an emergency food supply on 
hand is equally important.
 Keep about a 1-2 week supply of foods 
that are shelf stable and easy to prepare.
Things to consider:
 Depending on the crisis, will you 
have electricity?  Is your only can 
opener electric or your only heat source 
electric?
 Should your foods be cold foods, or 
do you have an alternative way to heat?  
A non-electric grill would be helpful, 
but also make sure you have foods that 
can be eaten without heating (I will 
notate these with a star*)
 What would you do without 
running water?  Do you have a way 
to purify rainwater?  Do you keep 
gallons of water on hand?  Do you 
have a bucket to catch rainwater in 
to flush toilets, so fresh water can be 
saved for food prep or drinking.

Here are a few foods that might be 
helpful to include in your emergency 
supply:
Beans:
 Dry beans last a long time, but 

they can get bugs in them – keep 
what you are not using immediately 
in the freezer.
 Canned Beans* - these are an excel-
lent no-heat alternative.  If you have 
high blood pressure, you may want the 
“low sodium” version.
Crackers: freeze what you do not 
immediately use – this will extend the 
shelf life.

Canned Meats: 
 Chicken* - Tuna* - Salmon*
Granola Bars: (preferably those with 
less sugar)*
Canned/Boxed Milk*: You can use 
powdered milk, but this will diminish 
your water supply.
Nut Butters*
Meal replacement shakes*: These are 
very helpful if you have specific di-

etary needs (e.g., diabetes) and have a 
hard time getting the right meal combo.
Dried onions/garlic, seasonings: There 
is no reason your crisis-cooking cannot 
taste delicious.
Oatmeal: This can be turned into 
breakfast, energy bites, or dessert 
toppings.
Canned Fruit/Vegetables: Look for 
those without added sugar or sodium.
Dried Fruit/Vegetables: The fruits are 
often high in sugar and the vegetables 
high in sodium, but for a simple des-
sert or a quick snack, these are great!
Vinegar: this sounds like a weird one, 
but vinegar can double as a cleaner as 
well as something to use in cooking.  
A splash of vinegar can give a tangy 
flavor to vegetables or proteins.  It can 
also work as a salad dressing.

Ways to Prepare Healthful Meals 
with Limited Financial Resources:
 Budget. There is a fun word.  While 
having a written budget is helpful, here is 
a question to ask which saves me a for-
tune, “I have been doing without for this 
long, what difference will it make if I do 
not have it now?” This includes foods.
 Here are a few tips:
 Buy the store brand.  Sometimes 
there is a quality difference, but 
depending on the financial situation, it 

might be okay.
 Foods with a long shelf life can be 
bought on sale and saved for a “rainy day”.
 Try to include a protein, starch, and 
vegetable at each meal.
 Canned fruits and vegetables can be 
nutritious too!  These often get a bad 
rap, but when it’s “canned veggie vs. 
no veggie” the canned will always win.  
 Fresh vs Frozen: frozen may actu-
ally have more nutrients because it is 
often left to ripen before being picked 
and then processed immediately.
 Prepare nutrient dense meals with 
small portions (e.g., peanut butter 
sandwich on 2 slices of whole wheat 
bread with a ½ cup serving of canned 
in-its-own-juice-fruit: approximately 
420 Calories, 10g Protein, 35g Carbo-
hydrates, vitamins/minerals).

How to Share Your COVID-19 Gar-
den With Your Favorite Dietitian:  
oh wait, I was kidding on that one.
 Gardening is a great pastime if 
you are stuck at home.  Seeds are 
relatively inexpensive and once your 
garden is set up the first year, the 
next year will be easier.  
 Get together with neighbors and find 
out what everyone is planting.  You can 

PLANNING
From Page 11

See PLANNING, B15

“Canned fruits and 
vegetables can be 
nutritious too! These 
often get a bad rap, 
but when it’s “canned 
veggie vs. no veggie” 
the canned will always 
win.”
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Janice V. Simmons was born in Bog-
alusa, LA. She met the love of her life 
while working at her family’s station. 
James and Janice were married and 
lived in various areas around New Orle-
ans before finally setting down roots in 
James’s birth town.
Janice loved the Lord, she was a long 
time member of Westside Baptist 
Church, where she served on many 
committees and enjoyed her Sunday 
School class. She was also a member 
of Eastern Star and served as Worthy 
Matron. Janice worked at several 
medical facilities before settling in the 
family owned trucking business, where 
she stayed until retirement. Janice was 
a master seamstress, she could look 
at a garment, go home, make her own 
pattern and by the next day it was fin-
ished. She was very talented in sewing, 
cake decorating, interior decorating 
and cooking.
She is preceded in death by her par-
ents Mr. & Mrs. P.J. Vampran, brother 
Pat Vampran (Gayle), husband James 
R. Simmons, son in law Wayne Stock-
well, and a granddaughter, Chasity 
Achord.
She loved her family and is survived 
by her children Celidora Achord Peltier 
(Joey), Veronica Stockwell, James W. 
Simmons III, and Wayne Simmons; 
grandchildren Christopher Simmons, 
Steven Smith, Amanda Smith, Jamie 
Crader, Randy Achord (Candace), 
Casie Deville (Michael), Rian Achord, 
Carlie, Abbie & Molly Simmons; as well 
as 14 great-grandchildren.
A graveside service to honor her life 
will be held at 2 pm on Tuesday, May 
5, 2020, at Fern Park Cemetery in 
Natchitoches with Bro. Bill Hudson, 
Bro. Steve McAlister, and Bro. Johnnie 
Dunn officiating. Those honored 
to serve as pallbearers include Dr. 
Durwood Thomas, Wayne Walker, S.G 
Martin, and Jonathan Garcia. Honorary 
pallbearer will be Dr. Wetherington.

Pamela Jones Sisk was born on Tuesday, 
October 11, 1955 in New York, NY. She 
passed away on Thursday, April 23, 
2020 at Christus Schumpert Highland in 
Shreveport, LA.
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Guy Wilson Jones and Suzanne Eileen 
(Sanders) Jones.
She is survived by her husband, James 
Sisk of Marthaville, LA; daughter, Jennifer 
Greene of Robeline, LA; step-daughters, 
Holly Gresham and husband Brad of Falls 
City, NE and Jamie Sisk of Bastrop, LA; 
son, Marcus Kister and wife Keena of 
Douglasville, GA; step-sons, Ryan Helmick 
of Falls City, NE and Jeff Kister and wife 
Fran of Natchitoches, LA; step-sisters, 
Carolyn Baker of Boston, MA and Maureen 
Brady of Boston, MA; grandchildren: 
Apollo Greene and wife Regina, Alannah 
Kister, Caden Greene, Skylar Greene, 
Isabelle Sisk, Gabby Sisk, Michael Kister, 
Jadelyn Kister, Lucy Mae Helmick, Garrett 
Gresham and Tucker Helmick; great 
grandchild, Charlie Greene; along with a 
host of nieces, nephews and friends.
A private graveside service will be held at 
Marthaville Cemetery.

Carolyn Michelle Payne Smith was 
born to the late Lutrill A. Payne Jr. and 
Mandy Monroe Payne April 2, 1966, 
in Natchitoches. She departed this life 
Saturday, May 2, 2020, at her home in 
Natchitoches.
At an early age, Carolyn was baptized 
at First Baptist Church on North Street 

in Natchitoches and later she and 
her family joined Zion Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church in Waco, Texas. After 
moving back to Louisiana, Carolyn 
joined fellowship with First Baptist 
Church on Amulet Street. Carolyn 
later joined Goodwill Baptist Church in 
Natchitoches. She also attended North 
Star Baptist Church in Powhatan with 
her grandmother.
Blessed with a beautiful voice Carolyn 
was a faithful member of the Natchi-
toches Interdenominational Choir 
under the direction of Ed Ward Jr. in 
the 1980s. She remained committed to 
her faith.
After high school, Carolyn returned to 
Natchitoches to attend Northwestern 
State University. While there, she joined 
the membership of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. She returned to Texas 
to begin her career. Carolyn worked 
for 25 years with the United States 
Postal Services in Garland, Texas, and 
Natchitoches. She loved working at 
the post office, interacting with people 
and serving others. Carolyn never met 
a stranger.
Carolyn was a dedicated and devoted 
mother to her son, John Ryan Sibley. 
Her most recent joy was the birth of 
her granddaughter, Carlisa Joanne 
Sibley. She looked forward to spending 
time with her new granddaughter. She 
exclaimed, “No one ever told me it was 
this wonderful!”
Preceding Carolyn in death were her 
parents; paternal grandparents, Lutrill 
Payne Sr. and Pearl Henry Payne; 
maternal grandmother, Lugena “Mama 
Dutch” Wafer; and special uncle, Ralph 
L. Payne Sr.
Carolyn leaves to cherish her memory 
her son, John Ryan Sibley; brother, Lu-
trill “Trell” Payne III of Natchitoches; a 
special sister, Lisa (Austin) Edwards of 
Waco, Texas; one granddaughter; two 
special nephews, Ladedrick (Amanda) 
Williams and Georoyd Whitsey, both 
of Arlington, Texas; a lifelong friend, 
Ramona Baptiste of Atlanta, Ga.; two 
aunts and one uncle, Carolyn (Hershel) 
White of Atlanta, Ga., and Tena J. 
Payne of Natchez, Miss.; and a host of 
cousins, neighbors and friends.
A non-lingering viewing will be at Win-
nfield Memorial Funeral Home Chapel, 
318 North St., Natchitoches Satur-
day, May 9 from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
COVID19 regulations must be followed 
restricting viewing to less than 10 at 
a time. Graveside services will follow 
at 1 p.m. in the Lawrence Serenity 
Sanctum officiated by Bishop William 
Roberson of North Star Baptist Church, 
Powhattan.

Mrs. Nelda Faye Tyler Tolar, 86, went to 
be with her Lord on Monday, April 20, 
2020, at the Courtyard of Natchitoches 
after a lengthy illness. Due to the 
pandemic a memorial service will be 
held at a later date at the First Baptist 
Church of Natchitoches.
Nelda was a native of Chestnut, LA and 
resided in Natchitoches since 1958. 
She was a faithful, devoted and loving 
wife for 68 years. She was a member 
of First Baptist Church, where she was 
active in the Adult Choir, the Couples 
Too Sunday School class, and served 
as a preschool and children’s volunteer 
for many years. She loved her family, 
her church, her home, hummingbirds 
and other wildlife, football, singing, and 
classic country and popular music. 
She was a loyal fan of the New Orleans 
Saints since the team’s beginning. Her 
family appreciated her cooking, espe-
cially her famous biscuits.
Nelda was preceded in death by her 
parents, Sylvester and Mertie Godwin 
Tyler, and brothers, Eldon Ray Tyler and 
Tracy Cole Tyler. She is survived by her 
husband, Edward Earl Tolar; son and 
daughter-in-law, Michael Earl and Bren-
da Goodwill Tolar of Minden; daughter, 
Sonja Tolar Popovich of Natchitoches, 
and son and daughter-in-law, Timothy 
Paul and Charlotte Olson Tolar of 
Huntsville, Alabama. She and her hus-
band were blessed with 6 grandchil-
dren and 13 great grandchildren.
The family requests that in lieu of flow-
ers, memorials be made to First Baptist 
Church.
The family would like to express their 
sincere appreciation to the members 
of First Baptist Church and the nursing 
staff of the Courtyard of Natchitoches.
Let not your heart be troubled; you 
believe in God, believe also in Me.  In 
My Father’s house are many mansions; 
if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you.  And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am, there you may be also.  
And where I go you know, and the way 
you know. John 14: 1-3

A private graveside service for Laurie 
Dean Ward, Sr., 71, of Ashland, LA will 
be held at 2 P.M. Friday, May 8, 2020 
at Holley Springs Cemetery with Bro. 
James Lovell officiating.
Mr. Ward was born August 30, 1948 in 
Shreveport, LA and passed away May 
5, 2020. Dean enjoyed hunting, fishing, 
and working in the garden. He was a 
regular at the dances in Coushatta. His 
grandkids were his pride and joy. He 
was residing at Green Meadow Haven 
where he loved giving the staff a “hard” 
time but he enjoyed it. He was a social 
butterfly and loved visiting people.
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Laurie Ward and Louise Ayers 
Lindsey; and sister, Debra Rachall.
Mr. Ward is survived by his daughter, 
Connie Adams and husband, Eddie of 
Ashland, LA; son, Dean Ward, Jr. “Bub-
ba” of Winnfield, LA; grandchildren: 
Brandon Adams, Josh Adams, Hannah 
Adams, Bobby Ward, and Donnie 
Ward all of Ashland, LA; three sisters, 
Sandra Eddy and husband, Gerald 
of Coushatta, LA, Terry Hettervik and 
husband, Randy of Millington, TN, and 
Penny Kellogg and husband, Kevin of 
Hall Summit, LA; two brothers, Lynn 
Ward of Memphis, TN and Jimmy Ward 
of Coushatta, LA; special friend, Becky 
Singletary of Coushatta, LA; mother 
of children, Dora Ward; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, and other family and 
friends.
Pallbearers will be David Ezernack, 
Richard Rachall, Jeff Rachall, Trent Ra-
chall, Dusty Crocker, and Dennis Gay.
The family wishes to express a special 
thanks to Christus Coushatta Health 
Care Center, Green Meadow Haven, 
and Dr. Chico for their care given.

Carolyn Michelle Payne Smith
April 2, 1966-
May 2, 2020

Nelda Faye Tyler Tolar
March 11, 1934-

April 20, 2020
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Laurie Dean Wood
August 30, 1948-

May 5, 2020

Pamela Jones Sisk
October 11, 1955-

April 23, 2020

Janice V. Simmons
February 26, 1944-

May 1, 2020

 How do we cope when ev-
erything changes? The last few 
months have been very difficult for 
everyone. Some have struggled with 
personal illness or with illness or 
death in their families. 
 Some health workers are 
overworked. Many people are out 
of work. School and work routines 
have changed. I miss going to 
church and the library. Even stores 
that are open have different hours. 
And often they are out of some 
basics like toilet paper. 
  How do we cope with change? 
Our situations are unique, but the 
topic of coping with change is fre-
quently encountered. We can study 
it in business schools, in education, 
and in psychology.  One change I 
face is getting older. My hearing is 
not as good, and my walking is not 
as steady as it used to be. 
 Rick Maurer describes three 
levels of resistance to change. He 
labeled them: I don’t get it; I don’t 

like it; and I don’t like or trust you. 
 Change is difficult when I don’t 
get it or understand it. If someone 
says to just do something, we may 
resist because we don’t understand 
what to do or why we need to do it. 
  Some of the changes with the 
Coronavirus are difficult because so 
much is unknown or new. Scientists 
are daily discovering new symp-
toms and evaluating new drugs. 
We wonder when a vaccine will be 
available, and no one knows. We 
wonder when we will be able to 
reopen some places, and it is hard 
to find definite answers. 
 Level 2 is “I don’t like it.” 
Many of us feel entitled to do 
what we want. “Have it your 
way,” the advertising said. We 
resent it or feel indignant when told 
we cannot go to the beach or that we 
have to wear a mask. 
 Level 3 is “I don’t like or trust 
you.” That can be a problem in these 
polarized times. One politician says 

one thing and another says some-
thing else. Whom will you trust? 
Whom will you follow? 
 In coping with uncertainty and 
change, I can look and see how my 
problems might be on all three lev-
els. If there are things I don’t under-
stand, I may need to study or seek 
more information. I may need to get 

ideas from more than one person or 
news source. This can be confusing 
since there are multiple opinions on 
the internet and social media. I may 
need to look to someone I trust. 
 I may not like it, but that is 

sometimes to be expected. As a 
small child, I did not want to go to 
school. Now I am using my senior 
citizen discount to take college 
classes. My parents did not let me 
stop going to school when I was a 
child. Similarly, we cannot always 
do what we want. I may need to 
look at my attitudes. Is my being 

upset appropriate, or am I just 
frustrated and uncomfortable? 
   Robert Kegan and Lisa La-
hey wrote about “Immunity to 
change.” Some people start off 
in a new direction, but fail to 
follow through. This does not 
necessarily mean a lack of mo-
tivation. It may instead point to 
a mixture of different motives 
or desires in a person.

 For example, the doctor may 
recommend a medication, but 
taking medicine feels like a crutch 
or makes them feel like they are 
chronically ill. So they stop the 
medication after a while. 

 The immunity to change concept 
calls for us to identify the mixture 
of various and conflicting motives 
and beliefs inside ourselves. It can 
be like pushing on the gas and the 
brake at the same time. We want two 
things at the same time. 
 With the Coronavirus, we don’t 
want people to get sick and die, but 
we want to keep our economy run-
ning and our lives normal. And it is 
difficult to do it all at the same time. 
  In difficult times, we need 
patience and wisdom. We need to 
study things carefully. We need to 
study ourselves carefully, asking why 
we feel certain ways. We seek advice 
from others. And we seek strength 
and guidance from God in prayer.

Coping when everything changes
columnist Herbert deLaunay

“If there are things I don’t 
understand, I may need to 
study or seek more informa-
tion. I may need to get ideas 
from more than one person 
or news source.”
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B/W
Remembering the Haynes Place
columnist Rickey Robertson

 Beginning in 1940 the US Army be-
gan having military maneuvers in Central 
and West Central Louisiana. The draft 
had been implemented and thousands of 
recruits needed training in combat tactics. 
The Sabine Area was to be the training 
ground for all these maneuvers, which 
ran from 1940 to 1944. The Sabine Area 
was laid out so that all the lands between 
the Red and Sabine Rivers in Louisi-
ana would be used, with boundaries at 
Shreveport, La. on the north end of the 
area and to the south Lake Charles, La. A 
massive area filled with towns, villages, 
and in most parishes, lots of rural areas 
full of farms. 
 Due to the success of these 
maneuvers, the largest field ma-
neuvers ever conducted by the US 
Army were then scheduled and took 
place in the Sabine Maneuver Area 
of Louisiana in 1941. During these 
maneuvers the army found a scarcely 
populated area known as Peason 
Ridge that would be excellent for 
all types of military training. With 
the building of Camp Polk, the army 
decided that further lands would be 
needed for training purposes. Peason 
Ridge was the perfect place for an 
artillery range.  After the Louisiana 
Maneuvers of 1941 the army began 
the process to obtain over 33,000 
acres of land to form Pea-
son Ridge Artillery Range.
 On Peason Ridge there 
were 29 home-stead families 
and 35 sharecropper fami-
lies. These hardy families 
had actually settled these 
lands beginning in 1818 
and over all these many 
years filled with many tri-
als, tribulations, and heart 
ache, they had survived. 
They were self- supporting 
families who farmed and 
raised large herds of cattle 
and livestock. 
 During the Depres-
sion and hard times these 
families often joked that 
they didn’t have any money 
but they were eating better than the folks 
living in town. They had corn cribs full 
of corn for the stock, a smokehouse full 
of hams, sausage, and middlin’s of bacon, 
and the pantry was full of fresh canned 
fruits and fresh jams and jellies. About 
the only items these families needed from 
town were flour, sugar, and coffee. Any-
thing else was a luxury. 
 And with the coming of the Peavy 
Wilson Lumber Co. mill, they had an 
opportunity to go to the commissary, doc-
tor’s office, and post office.  One of these 
homesteaders was William “Bill” Haynes 
and his wife Catherine. Bill Haynes was 
born March 16, 1880 and passed away on 
September 1, 1971 and Mrs. Catherine 
was born November 6, 1870 and passed 
away April 14, 1954. Mr. Haynes and his 
sons, Fred and A.H. “Sim” Haynes culti-
vated over 60 acres of fine sand hill dirt 

and they also had cattle, horses, hogs, and 
goats. They were subsistence farmers who 
raised and grew what they had to eat. It 
was hard work living and making a farm 
successful but Bill and Catherine Haynes 
did so. If you were raised on a farm you 
know that it is up early at daylight and 
work till dark to get everything done and 
cared for.  And if you stopped at the Bill 
Haynes place there was always a fresh 
slice of pie to eat . 
They were blessed 
and they knew it and 
would share with 
their company. 

 At Christmas time there were always 
special gatherings and parties at the 
Haynes place. After the 1941 Maneu-
vers ended the US Government sent out 
US Marshals to give all the landowners 
documents showing that the government 
had used imminent domain and had taken 
their places. And sadly they would not 
be paid for 1 year after being forced to 
move. But they knew the Christmas of 
1941 would be their last one on the old 
home places and at the Bill Haynes home 
place his family, along with the Robert-
son, Bridges,  Hilton, Westbrook, and 
Dowden families, and the last black fam-
ily in Peason, Uncle John and Aunt Viney 
Love, gathered for one last Christmas. 
  It was a very festive atmosphere, 
with fresh pies and cakes brought by 
the ladies, and real home-made egg nog. 
There were 2 big dish pans filled with 

this egg nog. One was for the ladies and 
children, and one was for the men and 
grown boys. The pan for the men and 
grown boys had a little extra added to it! 
All the folks gathered and gave thanks for 
the Lords Blessings then they had a good 
meal filled with wonderful desserts and 
fresh meat. And then the guitars, fiddles, 
and banjoes were brought out and a lively 
evening of singing broke out. Good old 

time foot stomping 
and hand clapping 
music filled with 
Christmas songs. 
They were blessed 
but a way of life 
was ending.
    Sadly the 
Haynes Fam-
ily were forced to 

leave their beloved farm and try to find 
a place to live. With no money this was 
something hard to do. They moved up on 
present day Barron Road in the Peason 
Community to live. But they had left all 
the crops in the field and they were ready 
to be gathered. And the crops were surely 
needed. So the Haynes Family went back 
in a wagon to the old house and set up 
residence till they could gather 
all the 

peas, beans and most important the corn 
crop for the livestock.  
 But the Army found them there try-
ing to gather the crops and decided to 
make an example of them and another 
family (Houston Dowden). They made 
the family get out of the fields and put 
their meager belongings into the wagon 
and they were forced to watch tanks run 
into and demolish the farm house then go 
into the fields and crush all of the crops 

into dust. Some kind of a terrible 
thing to watch wasn’t it?   
   If not for their friends, neighbors, 
and other family members sharing 
the corn out of their cribs, the meat 
in their smokehouses, and the canned 
goods from their pantries, they would 
have starved to death. But they sur-
vived. And they never returned to the 
old place again.
    I enjoy going back to the old 
Haynes Place. No, there is no house 
or buildings, but you can walk the 
old fields where Bill Haynes had 
fine crops and can see the old ter-
race rows. And in one of the fields is 
some mighty fine pine timber that one 
day the Army will harvest. Over the 
many years there have been thousands 
and thousands of military troops who 
trained on this old place. As I walked 
around the old fields I found an oak 
tree that in its forks was an old c-
ration can that had been placed there 

decades ago by some soldier. It is a part 
of and has grown into the tree. 
    The old sycamore tree is still in 
the front yard area of the old place and 
you can see where the tanks pushed 
and crushed the old house. The re-
mains of the old ice box is still visible 
in a gulley and broken pieces of Mrs. 
Catherine’s plates, cups, and saucers 
are scattered about. A place filled with 

so many memories of a proud family that 
loved the land and their farm. I remem-
ber the old place just as they did and 
one thing I will always remember about 
the Haynes Family and the other Pea-
son Ridge Heritage Families is that they 
gave up a way of life so that our freedom 
could always be protected. Let’s always 
hold onto this freedom and remember the 
sacrifices made by these families.   

Left to right: Bill Haynes pictured at his home on Barron Road just prior to his death in 1971. He was heart-broken at the 
loss of his farm until he passed away (Haynes Family). The remains of the old ice box that was pushed and destroyed along with the Haynes 
farmhouse by army tanks is still visible at the old place (Robertson Collection). The road to the old Haynes Place is still visible and the US Army uses it as a fire line to prevent forest 
fires from crossing from the range onto forest lands and private property (Robertson Collection). The oak tree in the Haynes Field that has an old c-ration can growing into the forks 
of the tree. This can was left by a soldier decades ago and is part of the tree. (Robertson Collection). The old sycamore tree still stands in what was the front yard of the Haynes 
Place on Peason Ridge (Robertson Collection)

Counterclockwise from the top: Aerial view of the Haynes 
Place taken in 1936 showing the large area of crops plant-
ed by Bill Haynes and family on Peason Ridge (Robertson/
US Army Photo). Catherine Haynes in her apron and bon-

net feeding the chickens and guineas on their farm that was located on Peason Ridge (Haynes Family). Bill Haynes 
dressing a hog that would go in the smokehouse. The barrel in the foreground was used to scald the hog (Haynes 
Family). Bill and Catherine Haynes standing in front of their farm house that was located on Peason Ridge (Haynes 
Family). Catherine Haynes standing by the picket fence at the Haynes Place located on Peason Ridge (Haynes Family)
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WHY ADVERTISE IN
AROUND THE TOWN?
We offer more coverage at lower cost

than any other area media!

Contact Tommy O’Con
and set up an appointment to learn more!

(318) 471-6948
aroundthetownla@aol.com

We humbly cherish each of you as our friends and we are here to serve you 
and to meet all of your driving school needs to the best of our ability.
In addition to the dates given, someone can visit www.platinumdriving-
school.org to obtain further information or to sign up. Our dates are list-
ed at this website.

Thank you for your business and may God richly bless you!

Platinum Driving SchoolPlatinum Driving School

Our Locations
360 Valco Rachal Rd., Robeline, LA 1469
335 South Dr., Natchitoches, LA 71457
5039 Cutoff Rd, Coushatta, LA 71019

Russell Rachal, Owner/Instructor
rirachal@aol.com

Ready for theReady for the

Open Road?Open Road?

Please call  318-652-0382 or 318-652-0384 Or Visit
www.platinumdrivingschool.org to register

GQ FashionsGQ Fashions
hourshours

Monday-Saturday • 9am-6pm

Sunday • 12 noon - 3pm

339 South Drive
Natchitoches, LA 71457

(318) 352-8216

“If we don’t have what you need
we can order it”

Kids 5-PC Suits
Regular $89.99

Now Only $59.99

Mens 2-PC Suit
Coat Sizes (48-58) 

$129
Coat Sizes (34-46) 

$99

JOHN J. BLAKE, III
Senior Vice President

NMLS# 776190
......................................
795 San Antonio Ave.

Many, LA 71449
(318) 256-6161 phone

(318)256-6156 fax
(318)581-5113 mobile

jblake@cbofla.bank
http://www.communitybankofla.

bank www.permanentmakeupstudio.com

Call for free Brochure

318-352-4983
110 University Pkwy, Natchitoches, LA

Natural Looking Make-up That Won’t Smear, Smudge or Wash Off

Bring this ad in for

$5000
OFF any NEW Procedure

Expires December 31, 2020

• Eyebrows
• Lipcolor
• Blush
• Eyeliner
• Eyeshadow
• Repigmentation

[ OUR PLEDGE\

Around the Town, it’s publishers and staff seek to 
provide the people of this area with news and 
information about the current events and 
happenings in the categories of dining, 
entertainment, sports and the arts, while 
providing a venue for retail and commercial 
establishments, as well as local artisans, non-profit
and service organizations to 
present themselves to the 
public. We also strive to 
feature some of the rich 
history and culture this 
area is particularly known for.

trade your overabundance of zucchini for their 
overabundance of okra.
 Learn what vegetables can be frozen or 
canned.
 This may not be financially beneficial, but it is 
fun, gets you outside, and keeps you from need-
ing to go to the store as much.
 Here are a few “recipes” for crisis mode:
 Ramen upgraded: (see recipe to the right).
 Meatballs:
 Start with your standard meatball recipe.
Chop up those mushrooms that are starting to 
look a little wilted and add them in. 
 The last 1 cup of spinach that is “going”, chop 
that up very small and throw in too.
 Use oatmeal instead of breadcrumbs.

 Add a few chia seeds for some omega-3.
 Cook on the grill or in the oven or on the 
stove-top.
 Sauce: add canned carrots (mashed or pureed), 
mushrooms, or frozen spinach to your sauce to 
sneak in some vegetables.  
 For more ideas on food emergency prepared-
ness, check out:
Department of Homeland Security: ready.gov/
food
State of Louisiana: gohsep.la.gov
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics:  eatright.org

PLANNING
From Page 12

Ramen Upgraded 
Abigail “Missy” Hennigan, MS, RD, LDN

Ingredients:

Instructions:
Cook according to package directions, but increase the 
amount of liquid used and add in your proteins and 
vegetables – this can make a 2 serving ramen meal 
stretch to feed 4-8 people.  Break up the ramen noodles
 before cooking to make it easier to portion out noodles.

1 package of Ramen noodles
Protein Ideas: canned chicken, beans, nuts, 
eggs (boiled or just cracked into the boiling 
water and allowed to poach), tofu

Vegetables: canned or fresh spinach, bro-
colli, mixed vegetables, onions, mushrooms, 
carrots, bell peppers
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NRMC has created a beautiful new Breast Center with the 
latest in 3D mammography technology. This amazing 
digital technology helps radiologists find cancer at its 
earliest stages. For women with dense breast tissue, 
the Center’s 3D mammography combines multiple 
x-ray images taken at different angles to create a three 
dimensional view of the breast, allowing doctors to 
see small sections of the breast in greater detail. NRMC 
wants to encourage women to get screened for breast 
cancer. You do not need a physician order to schedule 
your annual screening mammogram.
Early detection saves lives.

NRMChospital.org
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We’re Committed To Fighting Breast Cancer 

Tell your friends about NRMC’s NEW Breast Center 
and schedule your mammogram today!

318.214.4265  
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